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GENERAL  REPORT. 


The  following  report  comprises  the  general  work  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  for  the  year  ended  Sept.  30,  1902,  together  with  its  operations 
aoder  the  food  and  drug  acts  for  the  same  period,  and  under  the  acts 
relating  to  water  supply  and  sewerage  during  the  calendar  year  1902. 

The  first  part,  paged  in  Roman  numerals,  contains  a  condensed  account 
of  the  work  done  under  the  laws  defining  the  duties  of  the  Board. 

The  regular  work  of  the  Board  is  performed  mainly  under  the  provisions 
of  three  separate  acts,  —  an  organic  act  of  1869,  establishing  the  Board; 
an  act  of  1882,  providing  for  the  inspection  of  food  and  drugs ;  and  an  act 
for  the  protection  of  the  purity  of  inland  waters,  of  1886,  together  with  the 
amendments  of  these  acts,  all  of  which  have  been  embodied  in  chapter  75 
of  the  Revised  Laws  of  Massachusetts,  enacted  in  1901. 

The  second  part  of  this  report,  paged  in  Arabic  figures,  presents  the 
fuller  details  of  the  work  of  the  Board  under  the  acts  above  referred  to. 

The  following  members  comprised  the  Board  in  1902  :  — 

Henry  P.  Walcott,  Chairman, 


Hiram  F.  Mills. 
James  W.  Hull. 
Gerard  C.  Tobey. 


Charles  H.  Porter. 
Julian  A.  Mead. 
John  VV.  Bartol. 


General  Health  of  the  State  in  1902. 

In  the  last  annual  report  (for  the  year  1901)  it  was  stated  that  the  death- 
rate  of  the  State  in  that  year  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded.  That  of  1902, 
so  far  as  can  be  estimated  from  the  returns  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
was  still  lower,  the  deaths  having  been  only  47,491  out  of  an  estimated 
population  of  2  937,600,  which  is  equivalent  to  only  16.17  per  1,000  of  the 
living  population.  The  lowest  death-rates  in  any  previous  years  of  the  last 
half  of  the  nineteenth  century  were  17  per  1,000  in  1867,  L7.33  in  1859, 
and  16.82  in  1901.  The  highest  death-rate  in  any  year  of  the  half-century 
was  that  of  1872,  which  was  22.85,  while  that  of  1849  in  the  previous  half- 
century  was  probably  still  higher.  Death-rates  in  the  first  half  of  the  last 
century  were  probably  much  greater  than  they  were  in  later  times,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  greater  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases. 
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The  following  flgnres  are  presented  for  the  ten  years  ended  vith  1902 :  — 

Massachusetts. 
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lN7EcnoDS  Diseases. 

Infectious  diseases,  their  maDagement  and  control  so  far  as  comes  vithin 
the  potrer  and  anthority  of  sanitary  authority,  constitute,  under  exiatiog 
laws,  the  most  important  part  of  the  duty  of  boards  of  health.  The  death- 
rate  from  the  principal  infectious  diseases  was  generally  less  than  that  of 
1901.  White  there  was  an  increase  is  the  cumber  of  deaths  from  small-pox, 
measles,  cholera  infantum  and  whooping-cough,  there  was  also  a  decrease 
in  those  from  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever,  consumption,  dysen- 
tery, pneamonia  and  cerebro- spinal  meningitis. 

The  deaths  and  death-rates  from  each  of  the  foregoing  diseases  and  from 
cancer  in  the  past  five  years  are  shown  in  the  following  table  ;  — 

Deaths  and  Death-rcOes  from  Certain  Diseases  in  Massachusetts,  1898-1902. 
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No  serious  epidemic  of  a  general  character  proving  fatal  to  large  num- 
bers of  the  population  has  prevailed  throughout  the  State  for  several  years, 
or  since  the  epidemic  of  influenza  of  1889-90.  The  principal  epidemic 
years  of  the  last  century  were  1849  and  1872,  in  each  of  which  infectious 
diseases  of  a  destructive  character  were  unusually  prevalent. 

In  the  following  table  a  balance  is  shown  between  the  principal  infections 
diseases  of  1901  and  1902.  By  this  table  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  the 
deaths  from  these  eleven  principal  infectious  diseases  in  1902  was  less  by 
41  than  those  of  1901  from  the  same  causes.  The  effect  of  this  gain  upon 
the  general  population  is  shown  in  the  following  quotation  from  the  report 
of  1901:  — 

The  improvement  in  the  death-rate  from  infectious  diseases  is  of  much  greater 
importance  than  the  loss  resulting  from  the  increase  in  the  death-rate  from  such 
diseases  as  cancer,  and  the  diseases  of  the  heart,  kidneys  and  brain,  when  the 
figures  of  1901  are  compared  with  those  of  any  of  the  early  years  of  the  last  half- 
century,  because  the  lives  saved  are  more  valuable  than  the  lives  lost,  those  of  the 
former  class  being  chiefly  of  the  young  who  are  just  entering  upon  the  useful 
period  of  life,  while  the  latter  are  mostly  those  of  old  people  who  have  passed 
that  period. 

Deaths  from  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  1901  and  1902. 
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This  remarkable  change  in  the  incidence  of  different  diseases  upon  the 
population  has  been  going  on  for  many  years,  not  only  among  American 
populations,  but  upon  those  of  other  countries,  as  shown  in  the  reports  of 
those  countries. 

As  an  illustration  of  this  fact  the  following  table  and  diagram  have  been 
eoDstmcted  from  the  data  published  in  the  Registration  reports  of  the  State 
for  the  fifty-year  period  1851-1900.  The  causes  of  death  embraced  in 
columns  1  and  2  are  the  following :  Small-pox,  measles,  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria,  typhoid  fever,  dysentery,  cholera  infantum,  consumption,  child- 
birth and  whooping-cough.  Those  embraced  in  columns  3  and  4  are  pneu- 
monia, cancer,  kidney  diseases,  heart  diseases  and  brain  diseases. 
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The  added  figures  for  the  years  1901  and  1902  confirm  the  same  prin- 
ciple, and  show  that  these  progressive  changes  are  still  going  on. 


Deaths  and  DecUh-rates  from  Certain  Diseases  ifi  Massachusetts  by  Ten-year 

Periods,  1851-1900. 
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The  Death'Tote  of  Cities, 

The  State  of  Massachusetts  has  become  so  densely  settled,  so  far  as 
re.lates  to  its  urban  populatipn,  as  to  require  a  better  method  of  computing 
the  death-rates  of  large  cities  than  that  which  is  usually  employed,  when  it 
is  desirable  to  compare  the  death-rates  of  such  cities  with  each  other.  In 
only  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union  (Rhode  Island)  is  the  population  more 
densely  settled  than  that  of  Massachusetts.  The  population  of  the  State, 
DOW  about  three  millions,  is  limited  to  a  little  more  than  eight  thousand 
square  miles  of  territory,  or  about  375  persons  per  square  mile.  These, 
however,  are  very  unequally  distributed,  the  cities,  33  in  number,  each 
having  over  12,000  inhabitants,  containing  about  three-fourths  of  the  en- 
tire population. 

The  following  tables  are  presented  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  method 
of  comparing  the  death-rates  of  different  cities  with  each  other,  when  the 
conditions  as  to  the  relative  numbers  of  persons  of  different  sexes  and  ages 
are  not  the  same  in  each.  The  crude  or  recorded  death-rate  of  any  city  for 
a  given  year,  as  obtained  by  comparing  the  existing  population  with  the 
number  of  deaths  in  the  year,  may  be  compared  with  the  death-rate  of  the 
same  city  for  any  other  year  or  series  of  years,  but  it  cannot  be  compared 
with  that  of  another  city,  for  the  same  year,  unless  the  populations  of  the 
two  cities  have  an  identical  relative  distribution  of  the  population  by  sexes 
and  ages. 

For  example  :  the  crude  death-rates  of  the  older  cities  and  towns  of  the 

Atlantic  sea-coast  cannot  properly  be  compared  with  those  of  new  western 

cities,  in  which  the  relative  number  of  persons  of  young  and  healthy  ages 

is  in  excess  of  that  in  the  former  cities,  while  the  population  at  advanced 

ages  is  also  correspondingly  smaller.     For  this  reason  the  registrar-general 

of  England  has  devised  the  method  of  referring  the  figures  of  different 

communities,  cities  and  towns  to  some  standard  population,  such  as  that 

of  the  country  at  large,  or,  as  advised  by  other  experts,  to  that  of  some 

very  healthy  population,  like  that  of  Sweden. 

Id  the  following  table  the  population  and  deaths  in  the  State  at  large  are 
assumed  as  a  standard,  and  the  death-rntes  of  the  cities  are  compared  with 
this  standard.  The  method  is  fully  explained  in  the  last  edition  of  News- 
holme's  ''  Vital  Statistics." 

The  statistics  of  the  year  1900  are  here  selected  for  presentation  because 
the  census  enumeration  was  taken  in  that  year.  The  data  for  sexes  and 
ages,  however,  were  only  published  for  cities  having  a  population  of  25,000 
or  more  in  each.     This  includes  20  of  the  large  cities  of  Massachusetts. 

In  certain  cities  the  death-rate  is  unfavorably  influenced  by  the  presence 
of  public  and  private  institutions,  in  which  a  considerable  number  of  non- 
resident patients  are  treated  whose  deaths  should  not  be  credited  to  the 
death-rate  of  those  cities.     An  allowance  has  therefore  been  made  of  419 
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deaths  of  Boch  non-residentB  in  Boston,  of  119  in  Worcester,  of  79  in 
Taunton,  and  of  90  in  Chelsea,  all  of  which  occurred  in  sixteen  public  and 
private  institutions  during  the  census  year  1900. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  comparison  a  mean  annual  mortality  of  the  State 
by  ages  and  sexes  for  the  three  years  1899,  1900  and  1901  was  calculated 
and  applied  to  the  population  of  each  city  in  this  group.  This  mean  annual 
rate  for  each  sex  and  age  is  shown  in  the  following  table :  — 


Death-rates  by  Sexes  and  Ages,    ISOO-lQOl. 
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From  this  table  it  appears  that  the  death-rate  at  each  age  period  between 
5  years  and  55  years  was  less  than  that  of  the  State  for  all  ages  (which 
was  17.48  for  the  three  years).  Under  5  years  and  over  55  the  death-rate 
is  much  higher  than  the  combined  death-rate  of  the  State.  If,  therefore, 
the  proportion  of  the  total  population  living  at  different  ages  differs  much 
in  different  cities  or  communities,  then  the  total  death-rates  at  all  ages 
will  also  differ,  independently  of  sanitary  conditions. 

The  same  rule  applies  to  sex  distribution.  At  all  of  the  age  periods, 
except  ages  10-15,  the  female  death-rate  is  lower  than  that  of  the  male; 
hence  an  excess  of  females  also  tends  to  lower  the  general  death-rate  irre- 
spective of  sanitary  conditions. 

Census  of  1900, 


AOB  DiSTRIBnTIOM  OF  POPDLATIOM  OP 

MASSAOUUSKTTS. 

UOLTOKK. 

SALBM. 

AOB8. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

0-6  years, 

606 

601 

610 

618 

630 

620 

6-10  years, 

467 

466 

660 

666 

606 

473 

10-16  years 

407 

411 

480 

408 

411 

427 

16-20  years 

411 

437 

448 

626 

406 

440 

20-26  years, 

461 

684 

464 

627 

440 

610 

86-8d  years, 

021 

066 

840 

072 

842 

020 

86-46  years, 

704 

708 

668 

643 

631 

710 

46-66  years, 

470 

402 

808 

411 

448 

623 

66-66  years, 

202 

834 

216 

244 

286 

377 

4)6  vears  and  over 

UnkDOwn, 

224 

286 

83 

140 

220 

328 

23 

11 

12 

0 

13 

13 

4,876 

6,126 

4.768 

6,242 

4,741 

6,260 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 
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To  illastrate  this  principle  the  foregoing  table  is  pi^esented,  containing 
the  distribution  of  the  population  by  sexes  and  ages  in  the  State  at  large^ 
and  in  the  two  cities,  Holyoke  and  Salem. 

In  Holyoke  the  combined  population  at  ages  0-5  and  all  over  55  con* 
Btituted  19.1  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population,  while  that  of  Salem  at  the 
same  ages  was  22.6  of  the  whole.  In  the  case  of  Holyoke  the  percentage 
of  the  population  at  these  ages  was  less  than  that  of  the  State  for  the 
Bame  ages,  notwithstanding  its  high  birth-rate,  but  its  population  at  ad« 
vanced  ages  is  relatively  small,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  comparatively  new 
cities.  In  Salem,  a  much  older  city,  the  population  under  5,  and  also  that 
which  is  over  55,  is  greater  than  that  of  the  State  at  the  same  ages,  thua 
favoring  a  higher  death-rate  in  Salem  and  a  lower  one  in  Holyoke  than 
that  of  the  State  at  large. 

The  method  of  correcting  the  death-rates  for  sex  and  age  distribution  i» 
shown  in  the  following  tables :  — 

Recorded  and  Corrected  Death-rates  per  1,000  persons  living  in  Massachusetts 

Cities  of  more  than  25,000  Inhabitants  in  1900. 


1 

t 
Factor  for 

S 

4 

5 

Crma  ih  tbs  Obobs  of  thbxk 

Correction 

Rocorded 

Corrected 

ComparatlT* 

COXBBOTBO  DBATH-BATBB. 

Standard 

for  8ez  and 

Death-rates. 

Oeftth^rates. 

MorUltty 

Daatb-rates. 

Age  Dls- 
trlbntion. 

1900. 

1900. 

Figure. 

Masbacbdsstts 

17.48 

1.000 

18.28 

18.28 

1.000 

Brockton, 

16.27 

1.074 

18.86 

14.87 

O.Blfr 

Maldeo, 

17.02 

1.027 

14.68 

14.92 

0.818 

KtWtOD, 

17.06 

1.024 

16.01 

16.87 

0.848 

HArerhill 

17.67 

0.989 

16.66 

16.88 

0.844 

Bom«rTille, 

17.30 

1.010 

16.67 

16.88 

0.868 

Fllehbarf 

17.02 

1.027 

16.67 

16.09 

0.88» 

CbelMB, 

17.77 

0.984 

16.42 

16.16 

0.886 

Lyno,  

16.80 

1.040 

16.91 

16.66 

0.908 

OloucMter, 

17.88 

1.009 

17.00 

17.16 

0.941 

Cftmbrldge, 

16.64 

1.066 

16.64 

17.47 

0.968 

BprlDgfield, 

17.81 

1.010 

18.93 

19.12 

1.049 

Baiem, 

17.96 

0.974 

19.86 

19.84 

1.061 

Worwtier, 

16.66 

1.066 

18.88 

19.86 

1.06Z 

TaantOD,     

16.8ft 

1.036 

19.48 

20.09 

1.102 

Lowell 

16.07 

1.088 

19.48 

21.19 

1.168 

Bo«ion 

16.26 

1.076 

20.08 

21.69 

1.184 

Htw  Bedford 

17.07 

1.024 

21.19 

21.70 

1.190 

LavreoM, 

16.00 

1.086 

20.40 

22.16 

1.216 

P*ll  Utver, 

16.90 

1.099 

21.63 

28.66 

1.297 

HoJyoke. 

16.66 

1.124 

21.96 

24.68 

1.364 

Id  this  table  the  Standard  Death-rate  signifies  the  death-rate  at  all  ages 
calculated  on  the  hypothesis  that  the  death-rates  at  each  of  the  ten  age 
periods  in  each  city  were  the  same  as  in  Massachusetts  during  the  three 
years  1899-1901,  the  death-rate  at  all  ages  in  Massachusetts  during  that 
time  having  been  17.48  per  1,000.  The  Factor  for  Correction  is  the  figure 
by  which  the  crude  or  recorded  death-rate  should  be  multiplied  in  order  to 
correct  for  variations  of  sex  and  age  distribution.     The  Corrected  Death- 
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rate  ie  the  recorded  death-rate  multiplied  by  the  Factor  for  Correctioa. 
The  Comparative  Mortality  Figure  represents  the  Corrected  Death-rate  in 
each  city,  compared  with  the  Recorded  Death-rate  at  all  agea  id  Massachn- 
setts  in  1900  taken  as  1000. 

Tlie  figarea  in  this  column  (5)  may  be  read  as  follows:  atter  making 
approximate  correctiona  for  differences  of  age  and  sex  dietributioa,  the 
same  number  of  liviog  persODS  that  gave  1,000  deaths  in  Massacbusetta  in 
1900  gave  816  in  Brockton,  818  in  Maiden,  1,354  in  Holyoke,  etc. 

The  first  column  in  the  table  ia  obtained  by  asauming  that  the  mean 
mortality  in  MassachueettB  in  the  three  years  1899-1901  prevailed  in  each 
city.  The  age  and  sex  distribution  of  each  of  these  cities  at  the  census  of 
1900  being  known,  the  mean  mortality  in  MaBsacbusetts  in  1899-1901  is 
applied  to  the  population  thus  constituted,  and  the  result  is  tbe  series  of 
death-rates  in  column  1.  The  differences  in  the  death-rates  of  the  cities 
in  this  colamn  are  therefore  caused  only  by  the  difference  in  the  age  and 
sex  distribution  of  their  inhabitants. 

The  following  example  abowa  the  method  of  obtaining  these  standard 
death-rates :  — 

The  population  of  Holyoke  in  1900  was  45,713;  the  total  number  of 
calculated  deatbs  in  Holyoke  waa  711 ;  the  standard  death-rate  was, 
therefore, — ^  15.55,  as  shown  in  the  table,  page  xiii. 

Now  the  mean  annual  death-rate  of  Masaachusetts  in  1399-1901  was 
17.48.  Thia  abonld  be  the  same  as  the  calculated  death-rate  for  Holyoke, 
which  was  obtained  by  applying  the  mean  annual  death-rate  of  Masaacbu- 
aette  at  the  different  age  groupa  to  the  population  of  Holyoke  at  the  same 
ages. 
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But  the  calculated  or  standard  death-rate  for  Holyoke  is  lower,  as  shown 
above,  which  muat  arise  from  the  fact  that  the  distribution  of  ages  and 
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sexes  in  the  Holjoke  popalation  is  more  favorable  than  in  the  State  at 
large.     This  can  be  seen  by  consulting  the  table  on  page  xii. 

The  standard  death-rate  in  Holyoke,  being  lower  than  that  of  the  State, 
mast  be  raised  in  a  certain  ratio  in  order  to  bring  it  into  comparison  with  that 
of  the  State.     It  mast  be  increased  in  the  proportion  of  15.55  to  17.48. 

The  factor  for  correction  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  by  which  the 
recorded  death-rate  of  Holyoke  must  be  multiplied  in  order  to  make  it 

comparable  with  that  of  Massachusetts  is  — '- —  =  1124.     We  have  em- 
^  15.55 

ployed  a  triennial  correction  figure  as  a  constant,  having  the  census  year 
1900  as  the  middle  year  of  the  three.  Any  error  which  may  be  due  to  the 
use  of  a  triennial  correction  figure  instead  of  a  special  correction  figure  for 
a  single  year  is  so  small  that  it  may  practically  be  disregarded.  By  multi- 
plying the  recorded  death-rates  in  column  3  by  the  factors  for  correction, 
the  corrected  death-rates  in  column  4  are  obtained.  These  are  the  death- 
rates  which  would  have  been  recorded  in  each  town  had  its  population 
been  identical,  so  far  as  age  and  sex  distribution  are  concerned,  with  the 
population  of  Massachusetts. 

Small'poz. 

The  beginning  of  the  epidemic  of  small-pox,  which  has  prevailed  in 
Massachusetts  from  the  spring  of  1901  until  the  present  time  (June, 
1902),  but  which  appears  to  be  nearly  at  an  end,  was  reported  upon  in 
the  last  annual  report  of  the  Board.  This  epidemic  reached  its  height  in 
January,  1902,  in  which  month  347  cases  were  reported,  with  35  deaths. 
From  that  time  the  monthly  roll  of  cases  gradually  diminished  until  mid- 
summer, after  which  there  was  again  an  increase  until  the  close  of  the 
year,  but  the  number  of  cases  reported  monthly  in  the  past  winter  was 
less  than  half  as  great  as  that  of  the  preceding  winter. 

Comparing  the  epidemic  of  1902  with  that  of  former  years,  the  number 
of  cases  and  also  the  number  of  deaths  were  very  much  in  excess  of  those 
of  auy  year  since  the  epidemic  of  1872-73,  but  by  no  means  as  great  as 
they  were  in  that  epidemic. 

Relatively,  the  mortality  from  small-pox  in  1902  was  at  the  rate  of  a 
little  more  than  .9  per  10,000  (93  per  million  inhabitants),  while  that  of 
1872  was  6.7,  or  about  seven  times  as  great,  and  that  of  1873  was  4.3. 

In  the  twenty-five  years  (1851-75)  the  death-rate  from  small-pox  ex- 
ceeded that  of  1902  13  times,  viz.,  in  1851,  '54,  '55,  '56,  '59,  '60,  '64,  '65, 
'66,  *67,  '71,  '72  and  '73 ;  but  in  no  single  year  of  the  last  quarter  of  the 
nineteenth  century  did  it  rise  higher  than  .25  per  10,000,  or  but  little  more 
than  a  quarter  of  its  rate  in  1902. 

The  whole  number  of  reported  cases  during  the  year  1902  was  2,305,  of 
whom  1,359  were  males  and  942  were  females,  and  the  sex  of  4  was  not 
stated.  Out  of  this  number,  274  died,  —  1 73  males  and  101  females.  The 
general  fatality  was  therefore  11.9  per  cent. 
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The  cases  and  deaths  were  distributed  throughout  the  year  as  follows :  — 


Months. 

Caiea. 

Deaths. 

MOMTHB. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Janaary,  . 
February, 
March, 
April, 

May 

June, 
Joly, . 

847 
282 
281 
241 
249 
lOQ 
138 

85 
28 
20 
26 
84 
25 
21 

Aagnst,     .... 

September, 

October,    .... 

November, 

December, 

• 

79 

88 

110 

160 

161 

14 
12 
16 
23 
20 

2,805 

274 

Distribution  of  the  Disease.  —  The  oases  reported  to  the  Board  were 
widely  distributed  throughout  the  State.  The  whole  number  of  cities  and 
towns  from  which  cases  were  reported  to  the  Board  was  122,  every  city  out 
of  the  33  cities  in  the  State  reporting  cases,  varying  in  number  from  1  to- 
1,024.  Boston  and  the  metropolitan  district,  however,  suffered  most 
severely  from  the  epidemic.  Out  of  the  2,305  cases  which  were  reported, 
1,024  were  reported  from  Boston  and  1,522  from  the  metropolitan  district, 
or  66  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  This  district  contained,  by  the  census  of 
1900,  40  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  the  State. 

The  cities  in  the  metropolitan  district  outside  of  Boston  which  suffered 
most  severely  were  Cambridge,  Somerville,  Everett  and  Maiden,  with  174, 
64,  52  and  36  cases,  respectively.  Out  of  the  30  cities  and  towns  within 
10  miles  of  Boston,  there  were  only  5,  Belmont,  Dedham,  Lexington, 
Needham  and  Winthrop,  in  which  there  were  not  one  or  more  cases  re- 
ported during  the  year. 

Outside  of  the  metropolitan  district,  the  number  of  cases  showed  very 
little  relation  to  the  numbers  of  the  population,  several  small  manufactur- 
ing villages  suffering  severely.  The  cities  and  towns  reporting  the  largest 
number  of  cases  were  the  following :  Hardwick  (Gilbertville),  60  ;  Lowell, 
53  ;  Northbridge,  43 ;  Southbridge,  41 ;  Dudley,  38  ;  Salem,  36  ;  Webster, 
25;  Holyoke,  20;  Gardner,  20;  New  Bedford,  19;  Lawrence,  19;  Stur- 
bridge,  18;  Wayland,  18;  Taunton,  17;  Fall  River,  14;  Springfield,  12; 
and  Marlborough,  12. 

In  some  of  the  small  manufacturing  towns  there  had  been  gross  neglect 
of  the  laws  relating  to  the  vaccination  of  employees  of  manufacturing  cor- 
porations. In  one  or  more  instances,  notably  at  Gilbertville,  very  many 
oases  were  not  reported,  since  the  epidemic  at  that  place  had  continued 
from  November,  1901,  until  March,  before  any  cases  were  reported  to  the 
Board,  the  cases  being  either  unrecognized  or  not  reported. 

It  appears  probable  that  the  2,305  cases  officially  reported  to  the  Board 
in  1902  do  not  represent  the  sum  total  of  all  the  cases  which  occurred  in 
the  State,  since,  after  careful  inquiry,  there  were  a  few  towns  in  which 
cases  were,  as  in  the  town  of  Hardwick,  either  unrecognized  or  concealed 
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at  the  time  of  their  occarrence.  The  whole  number  of  such  cases  did  not 
probably  exceed  200  in*  all.  The  law  requiring  reports  to  be  made  in  all 
InstaDces,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  claim  upon  the  State  for  expenses 
of  State  cases,  has  undoubtedly  exercised  a  salutary  effect  in  making  the 
reports  of  cases  fairly  complete. 

The  comparative  immunity  of  the  paper  mill  towns  and  villages  in  this 
epidemic  is  notable,  when  compared  with  the  facts  reported  in  earlier  epi- 
demics, especially  in  that  of  1872-73,  this  fact  being  undoubtedly  due  to 
the  greater  care  which  such  towns  have  taken  to  secure  the  vaccination  of 
their  inhabitants  who  were  specially  exposed  to  small-pox  in  consequence 
of  the  use  of  rags  in  the  manufacture  of  paper. 

Occupations.  —  The  occupations  of  persons  attacked  are  not  stated  with 
sufficient  detail  to  enable  us  to  present  exact  figures.  It  appears,  however, 
from  the  returns  received,  that  women  engaged  in  housework,  laborers, 
teamsters,  mill  operatives  and  shoemakers  were  attacked  in  largest  numbers. 

Persons  engaged  in  certain  occupations,  however,  are  specially  exposed 
to  attack  during  epidemics  of  small-pox,  and  these  are  nurses,  physicians, 
laundry  operatives,  the  employees  of  paper  mills  and  those  of  the  trans- 
portation companies.  During  the  year  1902,  11  nurses,  6  physicians,  4 
laundry  operatives  and  6  railway  employees  were  reported  as  having  small- 
pox. 

Of  the  nurses,  4  had  been  vaccinated  and  7  were  nnvaccinated.  Of  the 
physicians,  1  only  was  nnvaccinated.  The  seven  nnvaccinated  nurses 
probably  constituted  all  of  the  nnvaccinated  nurses  employed  during  the 
epidemic  in  attending  patients  ill  with  small-pox. 

The  comparative  immunity  of  railway  employees,  when  the  large  number 
employed  is  considered,  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the  care  taken  by  the  large 
corporations  in  securing  the  vaccination  of  their  operatives  during  the  early 
part  of  the  epidemic. 

Summary  of  Several  Tears.  —  The  following  table  presents  the  numbers 
of  cases  and  of  deaths  from  small-pox  in  the  period  of  twenty  years  from 
1883  to  1902  inclusive  :  — 


Ybabs. 


188S, 

ISM, 
1886, 
1886, 
1887, 
1888. 
1889, 
1890, 
1801. 
1892, 
180S, 
1804, 


Cmcb. 

Deaths.    ' 

1 

21 

6 

0 

3 

82 

10 

2 

. 

la 

8 

32 

0 

16 

6 

0 

1 

6 

8 

10 

2 

46 

0 

186 

33 

Years. 


Cases. 


1805,  .... 

1806,  .... 

1807,  .... 

1808,  .... 
1800,  .... 
1000 

1001,  .... 

1002,  .... 

Total, 

Fatality,  13.2  per  cent. 


1 
6 

18 

12 

106 

104 

778 

2,805 


3,712 


Deaths. 


14 

3 

101 

274 
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measles  and  scarlet  fever  nothing  has  yet  been  discovered  by  which  im- 
munity may  be  produced  at  early  ages ;  but  vaccination  in  the  case  of 
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smali-poz  has  wrought  a  very  decided  change  in  the  age  distribution  of 
small-pox  mortality,  as  shown  by  the  second  diagram. 

The  figures  for  making  the  diagram  illustrating  the  small-pox  mortality 
in  the  eighteenth  century  were  taken  from  the  very  carefully  kept  records 
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of  two  English  townB,  one  Scotch  town  and  the  city  of  Greneva  in  Switzer- 
land. 

Those  which  were  employed  for  the  diagrams  illustrating  measles,  scarlet 
fever  and  small-pox  in  the  nineteenth  century  were  the  experience  of  the 
mortality  from  these  caoses  in  Massachusetts  in  the  period  of  forty  years, 
1856-95.  The  whole  number  of  deaths  from  these  causes  in  the  forty 
years  was  46,662. 

Consumption. 

The  change  which  has  been  constantly  progressing  in  the  death-rate 
from  consumption  constitutes  one  of  the  marked  features  of  the  vital 
statistics  of  most  civilized  countries  at  the  present  day.  In  a  recent  num- 
ber of  ^^  Public  Health,"  a  journal  published  in  London,  Dr.  Hillier*  shows 
that,  if  the  present  rate  of  decrease  in  the  mortality  of  this  disease  is  con- 
tinued with  the  same  uniform  rate  for  several  years  longer,  its  extinction 
may  be  looked  for  in  England  within  the  next  half  century. 

The  same  rule  applied  to  Massachusetts  would  apparently  show  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  disease  in  our  population  even  within  a  shorter  period. 
For  many  years  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  exceeded  5,000  per 
year  in  Massachusetts,  the  greatest  number  occurring  in  1885,  when  there 
were  5,955.  But  not  only  has  the  relative  number  of  deaths  from  this 
disease  rapidly  diminished,  but  the  absolute  number  has  also  fallen  from 
5,955  in  1885  to  4,685  in  1902. 

The  deaths  from  this  cause  in  1902  were  4,685,  and  constituted  15.9  per 
10,000  of  the  living  population,  as  compared  with  42.7  in  1853,  a  period  of 
fifty  years. 

The  following  table  presents  the  death-rate  from  consumption  in  Mas- 
sachusetts for  the  first  ten  years  and  the  last  ten  years  of  the  past  half- 
century  :  — 


Ikalh-rales  from 


Consumption  in  Massachusetts  per  lOflOO  Inhabitants,     2 wo 
Ten-year  Periods. 


Tin  Years, 

Tkh  Ykaes, 

185S-«8. 

Ykars. 

1893-1908. 

YRAR8. 

Death-rates 

Death-ratea 

from 

from 

ConiumpUon. 

Consnmptlon. 

1M3 

42.7 

1893 

23.1 

1S54 

41.8 

1894 

22.3 

M^V9^      *••••** 

41.9 

1896,    

21.9 

18M, 

40.8 

1894 

21.7 

1157 

39.6 

1897,    

20.8 

18M 

38.4 

1898 

19.7 

ll» 

38.9 

1899,     

19.0 

188D, 

37. 0 

1900 

18.6 

isei 

30.5 

1901, 

17.5 

»«. 

34.3 

1902 

1 

15.9 

*  The  Proapeot  of  Eztlogolahlng  Taberculoala,  by  Alfred  HlUler,  M.D.    Pabllc  Health,  March,  1908. 
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In  the  following  diagram  the  decrease  in  the  death-rate  from  consump- 
tion by  ten-year  periods  in  Massachusetts  is  shown  for  the  half  century 
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1851-1900.    The  figures  for  1901  and  1902  as  given  below  also  show  the 
same  general  direction  of  progressive  fall  in  the  death-rate. 

Deaths  and  Death-rales  fwm  Consumption  in  Massachusetts,  1851-1902. 


Pebiods. 


Deaths. 


Death-rates 

per 

10,000. 


•  18ftl-1860,  . 
lMl-1870, . 
1B71-1880, . 
1881-1800, . 


45,263 
4ft,918 
64,080 
68,808 


30.9 
84.9 
82.7 
20.2 


PXEIODS. 


Deaths. 


Death-rates 

per 

10,00O. 


1801-1900, . 

1901,  . 

1902,  . 


64,874 
5,083 
4,685 


21.4 
17.5 
15.9 
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Typhoid  Fever. 

Typhoid  fever  is  an  infeotioas  disease  to  which  the  term  ^'  preventable 
clearly  applies.  A  high  death-rate  from  this  cause  in  any  community  usually 
gives  evidence  of  carelessness  or  neglect  either  in  the  management  or  con- 
trol of  the  local  water  supply  or  of  the  milk  supply.  Very  many  of  the 
epidemics  of  this  disease  which  have  occurred  in  the  State  in  recent  years 
have  been  traceable  to  the  milk  supplies  of  cities  and  towns  and  to  careless 
and  unclean  methods  of  handling  such  supplies. 

In  the  recent  reports  of  the  Board,  tables  have  been  presented  giving  the 
statistics  of  mortality  from  this  cause  in  the  cities  of  the  State  since  1871, 
showing  a  fairly  uniform  decrease  since  that  year.  The  mean  death-rate 
of  the  33  cities  in  1901  was  shown  to  have  been  but  little  more  than  one- 
fourth  as  great  as  it  was  in  the  five-year  period  1871-75. 

The  following  table  presents  the  figure's  for  the  two  years  1901  and  1902 
in  each  city,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  mean  death-rate  in  the  33  cities 
for  the  two  years  1901-02  was  2.01  per  10,000.  The  highest  death-rates 
from  this  cause  were  4.5,  3.5  and  3.5,  respectively,  in  Newburyport,  New 
Bedford  and  North  Adams ;  and  the  lowest  were  0.9,  04  and  0.4,  iu  Cam- 
bridge, Woburn  and  Marlborough. 

Deaths  and  Deaih-rates  from  Typhoid  Fever  in  tfie  Cities  of  Massachusetts, 

1901-02. 


Crn»8. 

Deaths    flt>m 
Typhoid  Fever, 
lOOl-OS. 

Death-rates  per 
10,000. 

Cities. 

Deaths    from 
Typhoid  Fever, 
1901-0t. 

Death-rates  per 
10,000. 

Cities. 

m 

Death- ruteb  per 
10,000. 

Hewbaryport,     . 

13 

4.6 

Lawrence,    . 

28 

2.1 

Northampton,     . 

5 

1.8 

New  Bedford.     . 

45 

3.6 

Ererelt, 

10 

Beverly, 

4 

1.8 

North  Adams,     . 

18 

8.6 

Melroae, 

5 

Lynn,   . 

10 

1.3 

Cbebes,      . 

21 

3.0 

Lowel], 

35 

SomerviUe, . 

16 

1.2 

W&Itham. 

14 

2.0 

Chlcopee, 

7 

Newton, 

8 

1.1 

PllUfleld, 

12 

2.8 

Woroeator,  . 

48 

Medford, 

4 

1.0 

Maiden.       . 

10 

2.7 

Fitch  burg, 

11 

Cambridge, 

18 

0.0 

Tionioo, 

17 

2.6 

FallUiver.  , 

85 

Woburn, 

1 

0.4 

Salem,. 

18 
10 

2.5 
2.4 

Glooceater, 
Holyoke, 

8 
16 

Marlborough, 
Total,    . 

1 

0.4 

H*verhlll,    . 

780 

2.01 

Bortoo, 

273 

2.4 

Brockton,    , 

12 

Bprlogfleid, 

28 

2.1 

Quincy, 

7 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  in  the  33  cities  in  the 
thirty-two  years  was  17,087.  The  mean  death-rates  from  this  cause  in 
these  cities  during  the  past  thirty-two  years  were  as  follows :  — 
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Death-rates  of  Cities  from  Typhoid  Fever  per  10,000, 1871^1902, 

MasaachuseUa.         * 


1871-75. 8.2 

1876-80, 4.2 

1881-86, 4.1 

1886-90, 4.6 


1891-95, .S.4 

1896-1900 2.6 

1901-2, 2.01* 


*  For  the  whole  SUte  the  death-rate  from  typhoid  fever  in  1901  was  only  1 .95  per  10,000,  and  in  1908 
it  was  only  1.8S. 

Id  the  State  at  large  the  entire  number  of  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  in 
1902  was  only  538,  this  being  the  smallest  number  ever  registered  in  the 
State  in  a  single  year  from  this  cause  since  the  beginning  of  registration  in 
1842. 

Diphtheria. 

The  destructive  character  of  this  disease  has  been  greatly  changed  during 
the  past  quarter  of  a  century,  and  the  serious  epidemics  which  prevailed  in 
the  decade  1870-80  have  not  recurred  since  that  time.  In  the  five  years 
1876-80  there  were  several  towns  of  considerable  size  in  which  at  least 
one-third  of  all  the  deaths  were  deaths  from  diphtheria.  This,  however, 
has  not  been  the  case  for  more  than  twenty  years;  and,  while  the  disease 
may  be  properly  termed  endemic,  according  to  the  common  usage  of  the 
term,  it  is  rare  to  find  any  town  or  city  in  which  epidemics  occur.  The 
following  figures  show  the  decrease  in  the  destructiveness  of  this  disease  in 
the  period  1876-1902  :  — 

Deaths  and  Death-rates  from  Diphtheria,  1876-1902,  by  Five-year  Periods. 

Maascuihusetts. 


Yearb. 

Deaths. 

Doath-rnto 

per  10,000 

Living. 

YKAB8. 

Deaths. 

Death -rate 

per  10,000 

Living. 

1876-80,      .... 
1881-85,     .        .        . 
1886-90,      .... 

13,676 
8,944 
8,857 

15.8 
9.5        ; 
8.4        j 

1891-95,      .... 

1896-1900 

1901-02,      .... 

7,652 
6,831 
2,039 

6.4 
4.7 
3.5 

By  the  foregoing  table  it  appears  that  the  death-rate  from  this  disease 
has  fallen  from  15.8  in  1876-80  to  3.5  in  the  two  years  1901-02,  the  latter 
rate  being  but  little  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  former,  and  also  less  than 
that  of  any  five  years  since  the  disease  was  first  distinctly  recognized  in  the 
mortality  reports  of  the  State. 

How  much  of  this  improvement  may  be  attributed  to  isolation,  disinfec- 
tion and  other  sanitary  measures,  and  how  much  to  causes  still  undiscovered 
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and  unknown,  it  is  impossible  to  state.  It  is  quite  plain,  however,  that  the 
decided  fall  in  fatality  (ratio  of  deaths  to  cases)  observed  in  the  past  eight 
years  is  coincident  with  and  undoubtedly  due  to  the  introduction  of  anti- 
toxin treatment.  This  is  shown  not  only  by  figures  comprising  the  deaths 
and  notified  cases,  but  by  the  confidence  with  which  the  general  practitioner 
now  regards  an  average  case  of  this  disease,  and  the  hope  with  which  he 
can  usually  give  assurance  of  recovery,  as  compared  with  the  hopeless 
character  of  the  disease  in  eailier  times.  (See  report  upon  Antitoxin  in 
latter  portion  of  this  volume.) 

Glanders. 

An  unusual  prevalence  of  glanders  among  horses  and  the  occurrence  of 
occasional  cases  among  human  beings  during  the  past  two  years  renders  it 
desirable  to  state  certain  facts  relative  to  the  characteristics  of  this  disease 
and  the  best  methods  of  preventing  it  among  men.  During  the  two  years 
1901  and  1902,  according  to  the  report  of  Dr.  Peters,  Chief  of  the  Cattle 
Bureau  of  Massachusetts,  1 ,482  horses  either  died  from  glanders  or  were 
killed  in  consequence  of  this  disease  in  the  State,  these  cases  occurring  in 
157  cities  and  towns  scattered  throughout  the  State. 

Tlie  deaths  among  human  beings  from  this  cause  were  very  few,  the 
whole  number  in  the  sixty  years  ended  with  1901  being  only  30. 

Glanders  is  common  to  horses,  mules  and  asses,  and  is  communicable  to 
man,  tliese  animals  constituting  the  usual  source  of  the  disease  when  occur- 
ring in  human  beings.     Persons  employed  in  the  care  of  horses  are  most 
exposed  to  the  disease.     In  106  cases  collected  by  Bollinger  the  occupa- 
tions indicate  the  source  of  infection,  41  being  hostlers,  11  coachmen,  14 
owners  of  horses,  10  veterinary  surgeons,  12  horse  butchers,  2  horse  deal- 
ers, etc.     Only  o  per  cent,  were  women,  and  these  were  girls  employed  in 
Btables  where  there  were  glaudered  horses,  or  were  the  wives  of  hostlers 
and  drivers.     There  was  but  1  child  among  the  number,  and  his  father  was 
a  coachman. 

Infection  usually  takes  place  from  wounds  of  the  hands,  from  the  con- 
joDctiva,  or  from  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nares  or  throat,  these  latter 
places  being  infected  by  contact  with  the  nasal  secretions  of  the  horse, 
vhich  are  thrown  a  considerable  distance  by  the  frequent  snorting  of  the 
animal. 

Cases  are  on  record,  though  rare,  in  which  it  would  happen  that  the  virus 
entered  the  system  with  the  food. 

While  some  writers  have  made  a  minute  classification  of  the  disease,  with 
Diany  subdivisions,  there  are  only  two  forms  which  are  of  practical  interest, 
the  acute  and  the  chronic  forms. 

In  acute  glanders  in  man  there  is  at  first  an  indefinite  feeling  of  discom- 
fort, exhaustion,  pain  in  the  head  and  chilly  sensations,  together  with 
ragae  pains  in  the  muscles  and  joints.     If  the  virus  has  entered  the  system 
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through  a  wound  in  the  skin,  this  often  heals  quickly  without  leaving  a 
trace.  Often  the  patient  complains  of  gastric  disturbance,  indigestion  and 
constipation,  which  later  on  gives  place  to  profuse  diarrhoea.  The  liver 
may  become  enlarged  and  painful,  and  there  may  be  jaundice. 

The  pulse  is  usually  small  and  frequent,  though  occasionally  abnormally 
slow.  Temperature,  103°  to  104''.  There  is  also  a  feeling  of  giddiness, 
headache,  ringing  in  the  ears  and  sleeplessness. 

Later  on  the  pulse  becomes  weaker,  thready,  and  often  increases  to 
110-140  and  more,  the  temperature  rising  to  105°.  The  skin  becomes 
covered  with  a  cold,  clammy  sweat,  consciousness  becoming  more  and  more 
cloudy,  till  the  patient  becomes  comatose,  and  finally  dies. 

Prevention.  —  The  methods  of  prevention  consist  mainly  in  the  inspection 
of  animals  suspected  to  be  suffering  with  this  disease,  their  isolation,  and 
slaughter  when  found  to  be  suffering  with  the  disease.  They  should  not 
be  permitted  to  mingle  with  healthy  animals  or  even  kept  in  close  prox- 
imity to  them,  after  a  diagnosis  of  glanders  is  established.  Attendants 
who  have  been  in  charge  of  diseased  animals  should  not  be  allowed  to 
handle  healthy  animals  until  pleaning  and  disinfection  of  their  clothing  and 
hands  have  been  performed. 

Attendants  should  look  with  suspicion  upon  all  horses  having  a  discharge 
from  the  nose,  or  corded  nodules  under  the  skin.  They  should  guard  care-  ' 
fully  against  infecting  abrasions  of  the  hands,  however  slight  they  may 
seem,  with  discharges  from  diseased  horses.  Bandages,  dressings  and  in- 
struments which  have  been  used  about  animals  or  man  affected  with  glanders 
are  capable  of  carrying  the  infection,  unless  rendered  harmless  by  thorough 
disinfection. 

Stalls  from  which  animals  affected  with  glanders  have  been  removed 
should  be  thoroughly  cleansed  with  boiling  water ;  scrapings  and  sweep- 
ings should  be  scalded  and  burned.  The  droppings  and  the  refuse  of 
fodder  should  also  be  scalded  or  burned. 

The  harness,  particularly  the  bit,  should  be  either  thoroughly  scalded, 
or  soaked  in  a  five  per  cent,  solution  of  carbolic  acid  for  a  few  hours,  and 
then  scrubbed  with  soap  and  hot  water,  and  dried  before  being  used  on  a 
healthy  animal. 

The  carcasses  of  dead  animals  should  be  deeply  buried  or  burned  (A.  C* 
Abbott,  Hygiene  of  Transmissible  Diseases,  second  edition,  p.  197). 

When  a  local  board  of  health  receives  notice  of  the  existence  of  a  case  of 
glanders  in  an  animal  within  the  jurisdiction  of  such  board,  they  should 
immediately  give  notice  to  the  State  Board  of  Cattle  Commissioners. 

In  the  event  of  a  case  occurring  in  a  human  being,  the  local  board  should 
notify  the  State  Board  of  Health,  as  required  by  the  provisions  of  chapter 
75  of  the  Revised  Laws,  section  52. 
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Other  Preventable  Dueasea. 

la  addition  to  the  dieeasee  specifically  meotioDed  in  the  foregoing  Bum- 
mar;,  there  are  others  which  are  worthj  of  notice,  chiefly  in  consequence 
of  the  fact  that  each  one,  with  the  exception  of  cholera  infantum,  shows  a 
marked  decrease,  when  the  figures  of  1901  and  1902  are  compared  with 
those  of  the  earlier  five-year  periods.  The  most  notable  decrease  in  mor- 
tality among  the  diseases  enumerated  in  this  liat  appears  in  the  columns  . 
beaded  scarlet  fever,  dysentery  and  whooping-cough. 

Another  column  might  have  been  added  to  show  the  decrease  in  the 
diseaaeB  incident  to  child-birtb,  the  mortality  from  which  has  fallen  from  2 
aod  2.4  per  10,000  living  in  the  two  flve-year  periods  1866-70  and  1871-75, 
to  1.4  and  1.2  in  the  two  periods  1891-95,  and  1896-1900,  or  nearly  one- 
half.  A  better  measure,  however,  of  the  mortality  from  this  group  of 
diseaaea  is  found  in  comparing  them  with  the  number  of  births  (living  and 
still-births  together,  each  case  of  plural  births  being  connted  as  one).  The 
average  mortality  in  Qve  years  of  the  early  period  was  .88  of  1  per  cent, 
of  the  births  or  labors,  and  that  of  five  later  years  was  .48  only. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  a  large  share  of  this  amelioration  or  im- 
provement baa  been  wrought  by  the  effect  of  sanitary  measures,  very  many 
of  which  are  of  a  decidedly  life-saving  character. 

Ikalht  and  DeatK-ratea  in  MastachuseOs  per  10,000  Living  from  Certain  In- 
ftetiotu  Diuaxs  by  Five-year  Periods,  2866-2900,  and  for  1901-02. 
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Sanitary  Lboislation  of  1903. 
The  following  statntes  containing  provisions  relating  to  public  health 
were  enacted  in  1903:  — 

[Chakteh  30S.] 

Aj  Act  BELATivR  TO  Returns  of  Rkcokds  ok  Deaths  bit  Clerks  op  Cities 
AND  Towns. 
Section  1.  Section  eighteen  of  chapter  twenty-nine  of  ihe  Revised  Laws  is 
hereby  amended  by  inserting  nfter  the  word  "hirths",  in  the  eighth  line,  the 
word :  —  and,  —  by  striking  out  the  words  "  and  de.'Jths  ",  in  the  same  line,  by  In- 
Krtitig  after  the  word  "  births  ",  in  the  eleventh  line,  thu  word:  —  and,— by  strik- 
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ing  out  the  words  "  and  deaths  ^,  in  the  same  line,  and  by  adding  at  the  end  of 
said  section  the  words :  —  The  clerk  of  each  city  and  town  shall,  on  or  before  the 
tenth  day  of  every  month,  transmit  to  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  upon 
blanks  to  be  furnished  by  him,  ceitified  copies  of  the  records  of  deaths  recorded 
in  such  city  or  town  during  the  preceding  month,  —  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  — 
Section  18,  The  clerk  of  each  town  and  of  each  city  containing  less  than  thirty 
thousand  inhabitants  shall  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March,  the  clerks 
of  cities  containing  more  than  thirty  thousand  and  less  than  one  hundred  thousand 
.  inhabitants  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  and  the  clerks  of  cities  containing 
one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants  or  more,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
transmit  to  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  certified  copies  of  the  records  of 
births  and  marriages  recorded  therein  during  the  preceding  calendar  year,  with 
certified  copies,  upon  blanks  provided  by  the  secretary,  of  all  such  records  and 
corrections  in  records  of  births  and  marriages  as  may  not  have  been  previously 
returned.  The  clerk  of  each  city  and  town  shall,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of 
eveiy  month,  transmit  to  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  upon  blanks  to  be 
furnished  by  him,  certified  copies  of  the  records  of  deaths  recorded  in  such  city  or 
town  during  the  preceding  month. 

By  the  terms  of  this  act  the  work  of  collecting  and  tabulating  the  statis- 
tics relating  to  mortality  should  be  greatly  facilitated,  since  the  material 
forwarded  to  the  central  office  from  each  city  and  town  must  now  be  sent 
monthly,  instead  of  after  the  close  of  the  year. 

[Chapter  306.] 

An  Act  relative  to  Infected  Articles. 

'  Section  1.  Section  ninety  of  chapter  seventy-five  of  the  Revised  Laws  is 
hereby  amended  by  adding  at  tlye  end  thereof  the  words :  —  or  by  the  city  or 
town,  as  the  board  may  determine.  For  any  article  of  furniture  or  wearing  ap- 
parel ordered  to  be  destroyed  by  an  order  of  the  board  of  health  the  city  or  town 
may  recompense  the  owner  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  fifty  dollar^, —  so  as  to 
read  as  follows :  —  Section  90.  The  expense  of  securing,  transporting  and  puri- 
fying such  articles,  as  fixfed  by  the  board,  shall  be  paid  by  the  owners  or  by  the 
city  or  town,  as  the  board  may  determine.  For  any  article  of  furniture  or  wear- 
ing apparel  ordered  to  be  destroyed  by  an  order  of  the  board  of  health  the  city  or 
town  may  recompense  the  owner  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

[Chapter  358.] 

I 

An  Act  to  direct  the  State  Board  op  Health  to  investigate  the 
DUMPING  OF  Garbage  and  Rubbish  in  the  Harbors  and  along  the 
Seacoast  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  to  report  as  to  the  Same. 

Section  1.  The  stiite  board  of  health  is  hereby  directed  to  investigate  the 
dumping  of  garbage  and  rubbish  in  the  harbors  and  along  the  seacoast  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  and  to  report  its  findings  to  the  general  court,  with  such  recommen- 
dations as  it  may  deem  expedient  to  provide  for  the  inspection  and  regulation  of 
such  dumping,  and  to  prevent  the  strewing  of  the  shores  with  oflfensive  material, 
whereby  a  nuisance  is  created. 

Section  2.  To  carry  out  the  purposes  of  this  act  the  said  board  is  hereby 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars. 
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[Chapter  361.] 

An  Act  relatiyb  to  the  Sale  of  Renovated  Butter. 

Section  forty-eight  of  chapter  fifty-six  of  the  Revised  Laws  is  hereby  amended 
bj  striking  out  all  after  the  word  *'  type  ^\  in  the  twentieth  line,  and  inserting  in 
place  thereof  the  words :  —  Whoever  violates  any  provision  of  this  section  shall 
for  a  first  offence  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  nor  more  than 
one  hundred  dollars,  for  a  second  offence  bv  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  hundred 
nor  more  than  three  hundred  dollars,  and  for  a  subsequent  offence  by  a  fine  of 
five  hundred  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  less  than  sixty  nor  more  than 
ninety  days,  —  so  as  to  read  as  follows  :  —  Section  48.    Whoever,  himself  or  by 
his  agent,  or  as  the  servant  or  agent  of  another  person,  sells,  exposes  for  sale  or 
has  in  his  cusUxly  or  possession  with  intent  to  sell,  any  article  or  compound  which 
is  produced  by  taking  original  packing  stock  or  other  butter,  or  both,  melting  the 
same,  so  that  the  butter  fat  can  be  drawn  off,  mixing  the  said  butter  fat  with 
skimmed  milk,  or  milk,  or  cream,  or  other  milk  product,  and  re-churning  the  said 
mixture,  or  by  any  similar  process,  and  is- commonly  known  as  process  butter, 
shall   have  the  words  **  renovated  buUer^''  conspicuously  stamped,  labelled  or 
marked,  in  a  straight  line  in  printed  letters,  not  less  than  one  half  inch  in  length, 
of  plain,  uncondensed  gothic  type,  so  that  said  words  cannot  be  easily  defaced, 
upon  the  top,  side  and  bottom  of  every  tub,  firkin,  box  or  package  containing  said 
article  or  com|K)und.    The  seller  at  retail  of  said  article  or  compound,  which  is 
not  in  the  original  package,  shall  himself  or  by  his  agent,  attach  to  each  package 
so  sold  and  deliver  therewith  to  the  purchaser  a  label  or  wrapper  bearing  in  a 
conspicuous  place  upon  the  outside  of  the  package  the  words  ^*^  renovated  butter'*'^ 
in  printed  letters  not  less  than  one  half  inch  in  length,  in  a  straight  line  of  plain, 
uncondensed  gothic  type.    Whoever  violates  any  provision  of  this  section  shall 
for  a  first  offence  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  nor  more 
than  one  hundred  dollars,  for  a  second  offence  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred nor  more  than  three  hundred  dollars,  and  for  a  subsequent  offence  by  a  fine 
of  five  hundred  dollars  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  less  than  sixty  nor  more  than 

ninety  days. 

[Chapter  383.] 

An  Act  relative  to  Separate  Systems  of  Drainage. 

Section  1.  The  owner  of  every  estate  abutting  on  a  public  way  in  which  a 
drain,  namely,  a  conduit  for  surface  or  storm  water  and  such  waters  as  shall  be 
specified  by  the  state  board  of  health ;  and  a  sewer,  namely,  a  conduit  for  all 
other  waters  and  for  sewage,  all  such  other  waters  to  be  considered  sewage,  shall 
have  been  provided  by  a  city  or  town,  and  the  owner  of  any  other  estate,  using 
any  such  drain  or  sewer,  shall  make  or  change  the  plumbing  of  his  estate  so  that 
the  waters  shall  be  kept  separate  from  the  sewage;  and  shall,  as  directed  by  the 
officer  having  charge  of  the  maintenance  of  sewers  in  such  city  or  town,  make  con- 
nections for,  and  conduct,  the  waters  into  the  drain  and  the  sewage  into  the  sewer. 

Sections  2  and  3  of  this  act  are  special  statutes,  and  relate  to  the  metro- 
politan district  only. 

Section  4.    The  supreme  judicial  court  and  the  superior  court  shall  have  juris- 
diction in  equity  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  this  act. 
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[Chapter  467.] 

An  Act  to  provide  further  for  the  Enforcement  by  the  State  Board 
OF  Health  of  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Inspection  of  Food  and 
Drugs. 

Section  six  of  chapter  seventy-Ave  of  the  Revised  Laws  is  hereby  ameDded  by 
striking  out  in  the  second  line,  the  word  *'  eleven  " ,  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
the  word :  —  twelve,  —  so  as  to  read  as  follows :  —  Section  6.  The  state  board  of 
health  may  annually  expend  not  more  than  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
for  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  sections  sixteen  to  twenty-seven,  inclu- 
sive ;  but  not  less  than  three  fifths  of  said  amount  shall  be  annually  expended  for 
the  enforcement  of  the  laws  against  the  adulteration  of  milk  and  milk  products. 

By  the  foregoing  act  the  appropriation  annually  granted  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  food  and  drug  statutes  is  increased  from  $11,500  per  year  to 
$12,500.  This  increase  was  necessitated  chiefly  in  consequence  of  the 
enactment  of  chapter  110  of  the  Acts  of  1902,  whereby  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  inspector  and  assayer  of  liquors  were  transferred  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health. 

[Chapter  480.] 

A.N  Act  relative  to  the  Production   and  Distribution  of  Antitoxin 

AND  VacOine  Lymph. 

Section  1.  Section  four  of  chapter  seventy-five  of  the  Revised  Laws  is  hereby 
amended  by  inserting  after  the  word  **  institutions  ^\  in  the  eleventh  line,  the 
words :  —  and  may,  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  produce  and 
distribute  antitoxin  and  vaccine  lymph,  —  so  as  to  read  as  follows:  —  Section  4. 
Said  board  shall  take  cognizance  of  the  interests  of  health  and  life  among  the 
citizens  of  the  Commonwealth,  make  sanitary  investigations  and  inquiries  relative 
■to  the  causes  of  disease,  and  especially  of  epidemics,  the  sources  of  mortality 
and  the  effects  of  localities,  employments,  conditions  and  circumstances  on  the 
public  health,  and  relative  to  the  sale  of  drugs  and  food  and  the  adulterations 
thereof ;  and  shall  gather  such  information  relative  thereto  as  it  considers  proper 
for  difi'usion  among  the  people.  It  shall  advise  the  government  relative  to  the 
location  and  other  sanitary  conditions  of  any  public  institutions ;  and  shall  have 
oversight  of  inland  waters,  sources  of  water  supply  and  vaccine  institutions,  and 
may,  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth,  produce  and  distribute 
antitoxin  and  vaccine  lymph.  It  shall  annually  examine  all  main  outlets  of 
sewers  and  drainage  of  cities  and  towns  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  effect  of 
sewage  disposal,  and  shall  annually  report  thereon  to  the  general  court,  with  such 
recommendations  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  persons  and  property  and 
for  the  prevention  of  offensive  odors  and  objectionable  conditions  as  it  considers 
expedient. 

Manual  of  Health  Laws. 

In  consequence  of  the  size  and  expense  of  the  edition  of  Revised  Laws  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  the  fact  that  amendments  are  enacted  every  year, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  publish  a  manual  of  the  laws  relating  to  public 
Jhealth,  for  the  use  of  local  boards  of  health ;  and  for  this  purpose  a  first 
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edition  of  this  manual  was  prepared  and  published  in  1882,  and  a  new  edi- 
tion  has  been  issued  about  as  ofteu  as  once  in  three  or  four  years  since  that 
time. 

The  publication  of  the  present  edition  has  been  legalized  by  an  act  of 
Legislature  (chapter  230,  Acts  of  1902),  which  authorizes  the  Board  ^^to 
publish  not  oftener  than  once  in  three  years,  beginning  with  the  year  nine- 
teen hundred  and  two,  a  manual  of  the  laws  relating  to  boards  of  health  in 
this  Commonwealth,  together  with  such  other  information  upon  the  same 
subject  as  the  board  may  deem  expedient,  the  same  'to  be  distributed  among 
the  local  boards  of  health  throughout  the  Commonwealth." 

This  manual  contains,  in  addition  to  the  statutes  relating  to  public  health 
irhich  appear  in  the  new  edition  of  Revised  Laws  of  1902,  all  of  the  de- 
<^i8ion8  of  the  supreme  court  relative  to  these  statutes  which  have  been  made 
previoas  to  July,  1903.  It  also  contains  all  of  the  health  legislation  of  1902 
and  1903,  together  with  other  matters  pertaining  to  public  health,  which 
will  make  it  a  convenient  handbook  for  all  health  officials,  as  well  as  for 
medical  examiners,  physicians  and  persons  engaged  m  the  sale  of  food 
products. 

A  portion  of  the  same  manual,  containing  the  laws  of  the  State  relative 
to  the  sale  of  food  and  drugs,  will  also  be  issued  in  a  separate  form,  for  the 
use  of  persons  engaged  in  the  sale  of  such  articles. 

The  present  edition  will  be  completed  and  ready  for  distribution  during 
the  month  of  November  of  the  present  year  (1903). 

Health  of  Towns,  and  Medical  and  Sanitary  Inspection. 

During  the  past  five  years  the  Board  has  maintained  a  medical  and  sani- 
tary inspector,  whose  duties  are  defined  in  the  following  vote  of  the  Board 
of  July  7,  1898:  — 

That  a  new  officer  in  the  administrative  and  atlvisory  work  of  the  Board  be 
appointed,  whose  duties  shall  be  controlled  by  the  following  regulations:  the 
special  function  of  this  officer  shall  be  the  collection  of  information  relating  to  the 
public  health  of  Massachusetts ;  the  investigation  of  local  epidemics  in  this  Com- 
monwealth ;  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  closer  relations  between  the 
Board  and  local  boards  of  health ;  and  the  determination,  by  skilled  inquiry,  of  the 
causes  of  abnormally  high  death-rates. 

In  accordance  with  this  plan,  Dr.  F.  L.  Morse  was  appointed  by  the 
Board  in  1898  as  its  medical  and  sanitary  inspector,  and  has  carried  out  the 
''ork  laid  down  in  this  order  of  the  Board  continuously  since  1898.  The 
^ork  of  this  department  has  proved  an  efficient  aid  in  the  investigation  of 
the  causes  of  disease,  and  especially  in  the  prevention  of  their  spread. 
During  the  recent  epidemic  of  small-pox  an  unusual  amount  of  work  was 
Accoooplished  in  this  direction,  as  may  be  seen  by  consulting  that  portion 
of  this  report  which  relates  to  the  health  of  towns ;  and  eflUcient  aid  was 
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rendered  to  local  boards  of  health,  especially  in  the  smaller  towns,  which  are 
not  so  fully  equipped  for  sanitary  work  as  the  cities  and  larger  towns. 

By  this  means  also  the  State  and  local  boards  of  health  are  brought  into 
closer  and  more  harmonious  relation.  Another  circumstance  which  has 
greatly  facilitated  the  progress  of  sanitary  work  in  Massachusetts  is  the 
organization  known  as  the  Association  of  Boards  of  Health,  which  meets 
quarterly,  and  affords  an  excellent  means  for  interchange  of  opinions  upon 
all  the  various  topics  which  relate  to  public  health  administration.  This 
organization  is  open  to  all  persons  who  are  interested  in  sanitary  work. 

Water  Supply  and  Seweeulgb. 

The  duties  of  the  Board  under  the  provisions  of  the  sections  of  chapter 
75  of  the  Revised  Laws  relating  to  the  pollution  of  water  supply  and  its 
sources,  and  under  general  and  special  acts  relating  to  water  supply,  sew- 
erage and  sewage  disposal  and  kindred  subjects,  have  been  materially 
increased  by  legislation  in  recent  years.  A  portion  of  these  duties  are 
advisory,  others  are  experimental,  while  others  still  relate  to  the  examina- 
tion of  water  supplies,  ice  supplies  and  rivers,  the  establishment  of  rules 
for  the  sanitary  protection  of  water  supplies,  the  examination  of  sewer  out- 
lets and  of  flats  and  waters  from  which  shell-fish  are  taken,  and  the  preven- 
tion of  the  pollution  of  the  Neponset  River. 

This  work  is  carried  on  under  the  direction  of  the  committee  on  water 
supply  and  sewerage  of  the  Board. 

Advice  to  Cities  and  Towns.  —  During  the  year  1902  ninety-three  appli- 
cations have  been  presented  to  the  Board  for  advice  with  reference  to  water 
supply,  sewerage,  ice  supply,  and  the  prevention  of  the  pollution  of  streams, 
including  two  applications  for  rules  and  regulations  for  the  sanitary  protec- 
tion of  water  supplies  and  one  for  approval  of  the  location  of  a  public  insti- 
tution. A  copy  of  the  record  of  the  action  of  the  Board  in  each  of  these 
cases  will  be  found  on  pages  1-89  of  this  report. 

Examinations  of  Water  Supplies,  —  The  waters  of  nearly  all  of  the  sources 
of  public  water  supply  of  cities  and  towns  of  the  State  have  been  examined 
at  least  once  during  the  year,  by  means  of  a  chemical  analysis  of  samples 
of  the  water  sent  to  the  laboratory  of  the  Board  by  the  water  works  authori- 
ties. The  total  number  of  sources  of  public  water  supply  in  use  in  the 
State  is  about  245.  In  cases  where  the  source  is  a  new  one,  or  the  water 
is  liable  to  change  in  character,  samples  have  been  collected  once  a  month 
and  sometimes  even  more  frequently  during  a  portion  of  the  year.  In 
other  cases,  where  the  water  appears  to  change  but  little  from  time  to  time, 
only  occasional  samples  have  been  examined.  Nearly  all  of  the  samples 
of  waters  of  ponds  and  reservoirs  are  examined  microscopically,  as  well  as 
chemically,  to  determine  the  quantity  and  condition  of  organic  matter  pres- 
ent therein. 
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The  results  of  the  examinations  of  water  supplies  are  summarized  in  the 
chapter  entitled  ^'  Examination  of  Water  Supplies,"  pages  91-163.  In  most 
cases  only  the  average  of  the  analyses  is  presented,  together  with  an  aver- 
age of  the  analyses  of  previous  years,  for  comparison.  In  cases  where  the 
results  of  the  analyses  are  of  general  interest  and  value,  the  results  are 
presented  in  full. 

Sanitary  Protection  of  Water  Supplies.  —  Under  the  provisions  of  the 
Revised  Laws,  the  State  Board  of  Health  is  authorized  to  make  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  pollution  and  securing  the 
sanitary  protection  of  all  streams  and  ponds  used  by  a  city,  town,  water  or 
ice  company  as  sources  of  water  supply,  together  with  all  springs,  streams 
and  water  courses  tributary  thereto ;  and  during  the  past  year,  in  response 
to  petitions,  rules  and  regulations  have  been  adopted  by  the  Board  for  the 
sanitary  protection  of  the  water  supplies  of  Rockport  and  Taunton.  These 
roles  are  similar  to  those  previously  made  in  the  cases  of  Dan  vers,  Haver- 
hill, Salem,  Marlborough,  Norwood,  Cambridge  and  the  metropolitan  water 
district.  The  Legislature  has  made  no  definite  appropriation  for  carrying 
out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  there  is,  consequently,  no  practicable 
way  by  which  the  Board  can  enforce  rules  and  regulations  under  the 
authority  of  the  present  statute,  and  their  enforcement  is  necessarily  left  to 
the  local  authorities. 

The  shores  of  many  of  the  lakes  and  ponds  of  the  State  used  as  sources 
of  public  water  supply  are  becoming  occupied  to  a  greater  and  greater  extent 
as  places  of  residence  in  the  summer  season,  and  the  free  use  of  such  ponds 
and  lakes  by  large  numbers  of  people  for  pleasure  purposes  in  summer  is  a 
grave  danger  to  the  health  of  the  people  who  use  the  water  for  drinking. 

The  duty  of  protecting  the  public  which  uses  the  water  of  such  sources 
for  drinking  is  imperative,  and  it  is  practicable  to  protect  adequately  most 
of  the  sources  of  water  supply  in  use  in  the  State  at  the  present  time  by 
the  enforcement  of  sanitary  rules. 

The  difficulty  experienced  in  some  cases  in  protecting  the  purity  of  the 
water  of  ponds  and  reservoirs  having  dwelling  houses  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
horhood  of  their  shores  shows  the  advantage  possessed  by  those  cities  and 
towns  which  have  secured  control  of  the  lands  about  their  sources  of  supply. 
The  usual  tables  of  water  supply  statistics  are  presented,  including  rec- 
ords of  rainfall  and  of  the  flow  of  several  carefully  measured  streams.  The 
summer  season  of  1902  was  an  exceptionally  cold  one,  and  the  flow  of 
streams  was  somewhat  less  than  the  normal,  as  indicated  by  the  flow  of  the 
Sudbury  River. 

The  investigations  relative  to  rivers  have  been  combined  with  the  examina- 
tions of  sewer  outlets,  and  are  presented  in  a  subsequent  portion  of  the  report. 
Experiments  upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water  at  the  Lawrence 
Experiment  Station,  —  A  short  summary  of  the  results  of  the  investigations 
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made  daring  the  year  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station  apon  the  purifi- 
cation of  sewage  and  water  is  presented  in  a  report  by  the  chemist  of  the 
Board,  pages  177-242,  inclusive.  During  the  first  years  of  operation  of 
this  station  the  investigations  were  chiefly  directed  to  the  purification  of 
sewage  by  intermittent  sand  filters,  and  to  establishing  a  knowledge  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  successful  sewage  treatment,  —  a  then  little- 
understood  subject.  Many  intermitteht  sand  filters  are  now  in  operation 
in  this  State  and  elsewhere,  successfully  purifying  the  sewage  of  cities  and 
towns.  Studies  were  begun  at  the  station  in  the  earlier  years  ifpon  rapid 
methods  of  sewage  purification.  Of  late  years  this  subject  has  assumed 
greater  importance  elsewhere,  especially  in  England  and  Germany,  and  a 
great  amount  of  attention  has  been  given  to  it  at  the  station.  These  stud- 
ies include  investigations  upon  the  preliminary  treatment  of  sewage  before 
its  application  to  filters.  Contact  filters,  intermittent  continuous  filters, 
coke  and  coal  strainers,  and  septic  tanks  and  their  operations,  are  under 
investigation.  The  eflftuents  produced  by  the  coarse  filters,  operated  at 
high  rates,  vary  so  greatly  in  character,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
material  of  which  the  filter  is  constructed  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
operated,  that  many  special  studies  are  made  necessary  to  determine  the 
efficiency  and  permanency  of  such  filters.  During  the  year  a  study  was 
made  of  the  treatment  of  dye-house  waste,  etc.,  and  much  information 
along  this  line  gained.  This  is  not  summarized  in  this  report,  however, 
as  the  investigation  is  being  continued  at  the  present  time. 

Studies  of  the  efficiency  of  sand  filters  in  the  purification  of  water  have 
been  continued,  and  the  work  of  the  Lawrence  city  filter  in  removing  bac- 
teria from  the  river  water  applied  to  it  and  the  effect  of  the  use  of  this 
filtered  water  upon  the  health  of  the  city  carefully  noted.  Studies  of  the 
importance  of  the  bacterial  examination  of  water  of  different  classes  have 
been  continued,  and  a  paper  is  presented  upon  page  243,  summarizing  the 
work  along  this  line  during  the  past  seven  years.  This  paper  tilso  includes 
some  studies  upon  the  relative  viability  of  B.  coli  and  B.  typhosus  under  a 
variety  of  conditions.  Considerable  work  has  also  been  done  during  the 
past  two  years  in  the  investigation  of  bacterial  methods  for  the  determina- 
tion of  the  pollution  of  shell- fish  gathered  from  various  sources. 

Examination  of  Sewer  Outlets  and  of  the  Condition  of  Rivers  and  Other 
Waters  affected  by  Sewage  Disposal.  —  By  the  provisions  of  chapter  104  of 
the  Acts  of  the  year  1901,  the  State  Board  of  Health  is  required  to  examine 
annually  all  main  outlets  of  sewers  and  drainage  of  the  cities  and  towns  of ' 
the  Commonwealth,  and  the  effect  of  sewage  disposal,  and  annually  report 
thereon  to  the  General  Court,  with  such  recommendations  for  the  protection 
of  the  interests  of  persons  and  property  as  said  Board  shall  deem  expedient, 
and  for  the  prevention  of  offensive  odors  and  objectionable  conditions. 

In  the  same  year  the  Board  was  authorized  to  examine  complaints  with 
regard  to  the  contamination  of  tidal  waters  and  fiats  by  sewage  or  other 
causes,  and  to  regulate  the  taking  of  shell-fish  from  polluted  waters. 
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These  two  acts  are  quite  closely  related,  and  the  work  has  been  carried 
on  under  them  simultaneously.  The  results  of  the  investigations  made  in 
the  year  1901  have  already  been  presented  in  a  previous  report. 

The  results  of  the  examination  of  sewer  outlets  and  the  effect  of  sewage 
disposal  relate  quite  closely  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  various  streams 
and  inland  waters  of  the  State,  and,  in  connection  with  the  investigation 
of  sewer  outlets,  an  examination  has  been  made  of  all  of  the  various  streams 
in  the  State  which  are  polluted  by  the  direct  discharge  of  sewage.  The 
resnlts.  of  these  investigations  are  presented  in  a  report  upon  the  *'  Ex- 
amination of  Sewer  Outlets  and  the  Effect  of  Sewage  Disposal." 

The  objectionable  conditions  caused  by  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  the 
sea  and  the  inland  waters  of  the  State  are  mainly  of  two  classes :  (1)  those 
which  are  caused  by  faulty  construction  or  location  of  the  sewer  outlet ; 
and  (2)  those  which  are  caused  by  the  discharge  of  an  excessive  quantity 
of  sewage  into  a  harbor  or  stream,  thereby  polluting  the  water  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  make  it  offensive  for  a  long  distance  from  the  sewer  outlet. 

The  nuisances  caused  by  faulty  construction  or  location  of  sewer  outlets 
are  in  nearly  all  cases  local,  and  affect  only  the  people  of  the  community 
maintaining  the  outlet.  They  are  remediable  by  the  cities  and  towns  own- 
ing and  maintaining  the  sewer  outlets. 

The  objectionable  conditions  caused  by  the  gross  pollution  of  the  water 
of  streams  affect  in  many  cases  other  communities  than  those  which  cause 
the  nuisance. 

The  most  objectionable  conditions  existing  in  any  stream  in  the  Common- 
wealth, all  things  considered,  are  to  be  found  in  the  Blackstone  River,  the 
condition  of  which  is  about  the  same  as  it  was  in  the  years  before  works 
were  first  installed  for  the  treatment  of  the  sewage  of  the  city  of  Worcester. 
By  the  action  of  the  Legislature  in  1886  the  city  of  Worcester  was  directed 
to  pnrify  its  sewage ;  and  further  action  has  been  taken  in  the  courts  by 
the  communities  living  on  the  river  below  Worcester,  to  secure  the  carrying 
out  of  the  provisions  of  this  act.     As  indicated  in  this  report,  a  great 
amount  of  work  has  been  and  is  being  done  by  the  city  in  carrying  out  the 
requirements  of  the  act  of  1886. 

The  Neponset  River,  which  is  also  a  very  badly  polluted  stream  through- 
oat  the  greater  portion  of  its  length,  has  been  the  subject  of  action  by  the 
Legislature,  with  a  view  to  preventing  the  entrance  of  sewage  into  the 
Btream  and  the  discharge  therein  of  objectionable  manufacturing  refuse 
until  it  has  been  purified. 

The  North  Branch  of  the  Nashua  River,  which  is  greatly  polluted  by  the 
sewage  of  Fitchburg  and  Leominster,  and  is  offensive  to  sight  and  smell 
for  a  large  part  of  its  length,  is  probably  next  in  order  the  most  objection- 
able case  of  stream  pollution  in  the  State.  Plans  are  already  beiug  pre- 
pared by  the  communities  which  cause  the  serious  pollution  of  this  stream, 
which,  if  carried  out,  will  remove  the  objectionable  conditions  here. 
A  similar  condition  of  gross  pollution  exists  in  the  Hoosick  River  belo^ 
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North  Adams ;  and  the  objectionable  condition  of  the  Hoosick  River  will 
continue  to  grow  worse  with  the  growth  of  the  city  of  North  Adams,  antil 
the  sewage  is  purified  before  being  discharged  into  the  stream. 

The  limit  of  time  within  which  sewage  may  be  discharged  into  the  Mill 
River  at  Northampton  under  the  act  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  sew- 
erage system  in  the  city  will  be  reached  in  the  latter  part  of  1904,  and  it 
is  likely  that  the  sewage  of  Northampton  will  be  removed  to  a  suitable  out- 
let before  that  time. 

At  Easthampton  also  the  objectionable  conditions  caused  by  the  present 
method  of  disposal  of  sewage  are  likely,  by  the  carrying  out  of  the  pro- 
visions of  a  recent  legislative  act,  to  be  soon  removed,  by  the  diversion  of 
the  sewage  from  the  present  outlet  and  by  the  purification  of  the  sewage. 

At  Pittsfield  much  of  the  sewage  of  the  city,  which  was  formerly  the 
chief  cause  of  objectionable  conditions  in  the  Housatonic  River,  has  been 
diverted  to  the  new  purification  works ;  and,  with  the  completion  of  the 
sewerage  system  and  its  extension  to  include  the  manufacturing  wastes  in 
the  city,  the  further  offensive  pollution  of  the  Housatonic  River  in  this 
region  will  be  removed. 

At  Webster  the  provisions  of  the  act  authorizing  the  construction  of  a 
system  of  sewerage  for  the  town  provide  for  the  purification  of  the  sewage, 
including  the  objectionable  manufacturing  wastes  which  are  the  great  cause 
of  the  pollution  of  the  French  River. 

Plans  for  the  purification  of  the  sewage  of  Middleborough,  which  greatly 
pollntes  the  Nemasket  River,  and  of  Attleborough,  which  greatly  pollutes 
the  Ten  Mile  River,  were  considered  by  these  towns  several  years  ago,  but 
nothing  further  has  been  done. 

The  gross  pollution  of  the  CharleEl  River  at  Milford  will  greatly  increase 
if  sewers  are  extended  in  the  town,  unless  purification  works  are  established. 

A  recommendation  relative  to  the  prevention  of  the  pollution  of  the 
Sudbury  River  was  presented  to  the  Legislature  in  1901. 

In  the  cases  of  other  streams  which  are  polluted  by  sewage  the  pollution 
has  not  yet  become  so  great  as  to  make  the  water  of  the  stream  objection- 
able to  sight  or  smell,  unless  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  sewer  outlets. 

Since  1886,  the  year  when  the  act  for  the  protection  of  inland  waters  was 
passed,  it  has  been  necessary  for  cities  and  towns  intending  to  introduce 
systems  of  sewerage  or  sewage  disposal  to  submit  their  proposed  plans  for 
the  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health ;  and  nearly  all  of  the  acts  of  the 
Legislature  relating  to  sewerage  which  have  been  passed  within  the  last  few 
years  have  contained  provisos  requiring  the  approval  of  plans  of  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  by  this  Board  before  the  construction  of  sewerage 
works. 

In  approving  plans  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  under  these  special 
acts,  the  Board  has,  in  all  cases  where  objectionable  pollution  of  a  stream 
by  sewage  was  liable  to  result,  required  the  purification  of  the  sewage, 
-either  in  the  beginning  or  after  a  term  of  years. 
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Two  cases  of  gross  pollution  of  streams  —  those  of  the  Blackstone  and 
the  Neponset  —  have  been  dealt  with  directly  by  the  Legislature. 

The  worst  cases  of  pollution  of  streams  now  existing,  excepting  the 
Blackstone  and  Neponset  rivers,  are  those  caused  by  the  sewage  discharged 
from  cities  and  towns  which  have  constructed  sewers  under  the  general 
laws  or  acts  which  do  not  require  the  consideration  of  the  plans  by  the 
State  Board  of  Health. 

Of  the  nuisances  caused  in  this  way,  some  of  the  more  serious  are  those  in 
the  Charles  River  at  Milford,  the  Ten  Mile  at  Attleborough,  the  North  Branch 
of  the  Nashua  River  at  Fitchburg  and  Leominster,  the  Hoosick  at  North 
Adams  and  the  Nemasket  at  Middleborough.  In  these  places  the  sewerage 
systems  are  being  enlarged  and  used  to  a  greater  extent  from  year  to  year, 
and  the  objectionable  conditions  caused  by  the  sewage  are  growing  worse. 

In  some  of  these  cases  some  preliminary  action  with  a  view  to  removing 
the  sewage  from  the  streams  has  been  taken ;  but,  unless  the  cities  and 
towns  causing  these  nuisances  take  action  toward  preventing  them,  the 
objectionalJle  conditions  cannot  be  removed  unless  action  is  taken  by  the 
Legislature. 

Under  present  conditions,  some  cities  and  towns  have  made  a  large  out- 
lay in  order  that  a  stream  may  be  kept  clean,  while  others,  under  similar 
circumstances,  evade  the  expense  of  caring  properly  for  their  sewage,  and 
allow  it,  in  most  cases,  to  pollute  the  water  course  most  convenient  for  use 

as  a  sewer  outlet. 

Food  and  Drug  Inspection. 

The  law  which  was  enacted  in  1882,  to  prevent  the  sale  of  adulterated 
food  and  drugs  in  Massachusetts,  has  now  been  in  operation  for  more  than 
twenty  years,  the  State  Board  of  Health  having  begun  work  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  in  the  winter  of  1882-83.  All  of  the  general  acts  and 
amendments  relating  to  this  topic  are  now  embodied  in  chapter  75  of  the 
Revised  Laws,  and  many  other  statutes  relating  to  special  articles  of  food 
are  also  to  be  found  in  chapter  56  of  the  Revised  Laws. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  act  the  Board  employs  three  chemists  and  three 
collectors  of  samples,  all  of  whom  devote  their  entire  time  to  the  work, 
under  the  direction  of  the  secretary.  The  collectors  are  authorized  to  enter 
complaints  at  court  for  violations  of  the  law. 

The  details  of  this  work  for  the  year  ended  Sept.  30, 1902,  may  be  found 
in  that  part  of  the  present  volume  entitled  **  Food  and  Drug  Inspection," 
wherein  it  appears  that  10,470  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  examined 
during  the  year,  bringing  up  the  total  number  examined  since  work  was 
begun,  in  1883,  to  138,309. 

The  average  expense  of  collection,  examination,  etc.,  per  sample  for  the 
whole  period  was  $1.42,  this  expense  having  been  reduced  from  $2.26  per 
sample  in  1883  to  $1.12  in  1902. 

The  whole  number  of  prosecutions  made  during  the  year  was  76,  of 
which  74  resulted  in  conviction.     The  total  number  of  prosecutions  made 
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in  the  entire  period  of  twenty  years  was  1,647,  of  which  number  1,526,  or 
92.6  per  cent.,  resulted  in  conviction. 

By  an  act  of  1902,  the  office  of  assay er  of  liquors  was  abolished,  and  the 
duties  of  this  official  were  transferred  to  the  State  Board  of  Health.  The 
examination  of  all  samples  sent  for  analysis  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act  from  the  local  authorities  of  cities  and  towns  is  performed  in  the  food 
laboratory  at  the  State  House. 

The  Production  of  Vaccine  Lymph  and  Diphtheria  Antitoxin. 

While  the  epidemic  of  small-pox  of  1901-02  was  at  its  height,  several 
questions  relating  to  vaccination  were  presented  to  the  legislative  commit- 
tee upon  public  health,  and  a  bill  (House,  No.  1869)  was  introduced  April 
25,  1902,  *^To  provide  for  an  investigation  and  report  by  the  State  board 
of  health  as  to  the  production  and  free  distribution  of  vaccine  lymph."  On 
May  22,  1902,  the  following  resolve  was  enacted  (House,  No.  1466)  :  — 

Resolve  to  provide  that  the  State  Board  of  Health  shall  investi- 
gate THE  Production  of  Vaccine  Lymph  in  this  State,  and  also 
report  a  Plan  for  its  Production  and  Free  Distribution. 

Resolved,  That  the  state  board  of  health  be  authorized  and  requested  to  report 
to  the  general  court  as  soon  as  possible  a  plan  for  the  production  and  distribution 
of  pure  vaccine  lymph  for  free  use  in  this  Commonwealth  ;  and  also  to  report  as 
to  the  quality  of  the  vaccine  lymph  in  use  in  this  Commonwealth  during  the  past 
winter  and  at  the  present  time,  and  as  to  the  quality  of  the  vaccine  lymph  pro- 
duced or  sold  by  private  persons  or  corporations  in  this  state,  and  the  methods 
and  conditions  by  and  under  which  it  is  produced. 

To  this  resolve  the  Board  replied  as  follows  (House,  No.  1522)  :  — 

Officb  of  tub  State  Board  of  Health,  State  Houbb. 
To  the  House  of  Represenialives, 

In  reply  to  the  legislative  Resolve,  No.  1466,  relative  to  an  investigation  of  the 
production  of  vaccine  lymph  and  a  plan  for  its  production  and  free  distribution 
in  Massachusetts,  the  State  Board  of  Health  respectfully  submits  the  following 
report :  — 

We  recommend  that  the  plan  which  has  been  successfully  used  by  us  for  the 
production  and  free  distribution  of  the  antitoxin  of  diphtheria  since  1895  be  also 
employed  for  the  production  and  distribution  of  vaccine.  The  plan  involves  the 
construction  of  a  building  for  the  animals,  to  be  used  for  their  vaccination,  for 
the  preparation  of  the  vaccine,  and  for  their  slaughter  after  the  vaccine  is  col- 
lected and  before  it  is  distributed. 

After  the  vaccine  is  collected  it  should  be  sent  to  the  office  of  the  Board,  and 
distributed  to  local  boards  of  health  in  the  same  manner  as  the  antitoxin  of  diph- 
theria is  now  distributed.  Under  the  best  conditions,  such  as  prevail  in  thor- 
oughly vaccinated  countries,  where  epidemics  of  smallpox  do  not  occur,  the 
production  of  vaccine  should  be  uniform  and  continuous,  and  the  demand  woald 
depend  upon  the  birth-rate. 

Of  the  nearly  3,000,000  of  population  of  the  State,  probably  90  per  cent  are 
vaccinated,  and  the  majority  of  these  have  also  been  revaccinated  in  the  present 
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epideroic.  The  future  demand  should  not  be  based  upon  the  population,  but 
upon  the  birth-rate,  assuming  that  vaccination  is  thoroughly  carried  out  by  local 
sanitary  officials. 

There  would  be  then  required  an  annual  product  necessary  to  vaccinate  about 
150,000  persons  annually,  distributed  as  follows :  — 

Children  one  year  of  age, 60,000 

Arriving  at  age  of  ten  years  (re vaccinated), 50,000 

Immigrants  requiring  vaccination, 40,000 

150,000 
For  the  expenses  of  building  such  an  establishment  the  Board  submits 

the  following  estimate, ^20fiOO 

For  yearly  maintenance,  including  cost  of  animals,  feed,  salaries  of  em- 
ployees, supplies  of  material  for  vaccine  production  and  expenses  of 
distribution 6,500 

So  far  as  can  be  learned  by  the  Board,  the  supply  of  vaccine  material  used  in 
Massachusetts  during  the  past  winter  and  at  the  present  time  has  been  procured 
mainly  from  sources  outside  the  State.  The  distance  of  these  sources  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  the  fact  that  very  much  of  the  supply  is  sold  by  agents  and  mid- 
dlemen, make  this  method  a  source  of  frequent  complaint.  Some,  but  not  all,  of 
the  producers  appear  to  be  working  under  favorable  modern  conditions ;  but  this 
does  not  alter  the  fact  of  their  distance,  and  the  frequent  difficulties  of  obtaining 
fresh  vaccine  when  it  is  most  wanted. 

With  reference  to  the  production  of  vaccine  by  private  parties  in  Massachusetts, 
there  are,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  only  two  such  establishments  now  in  operation 
in  the  State,  neither  of  which  appears  to  be  conducted  upon  methods  and  under 
conditions  which  are  now  practised  by  the  best  authorities.  The  product  of  these 
establishments  appears  to  have  been  decidedly  diminished  by  the  competition  of 
outside  parties. 

A  vaccine  lymph,  in  order  to  fulfil  the  requirements  demanded  by  such  an  im- 
portant procedure  as  the  immunization  of  a  community  safely  and  efficiently 
against  small-pox,  should  be  of  such  quality  as  to  give  typical  vaccine  vesicles 
in  oTer  90  per  cent,  of  all  susceptible  individuals.  At  the  same  timo^  it  should  be, 
u  far  as  the  most  advanced  knowledge  can  make  it,  free  from  danger  to  the 
bealth  and  life  of  the  vaccinated  individual. 

1.  The  relative  efficiency  or  taking  qualil^y  of  any  given  vaccine  can  be  deter- 
mined only  by  carefully  collected  statistics  of  the  cases  vaccinated  with  it.  Such 
statistics  must  inform  us  whether  the  cases  were  primary  pr  revaccination  cases, 
^ce  persons  vaccinated  once  or  oftener  react  somewhat  differently  from  those  not 
jet  vaccinated. 

2.  The  purity  or  safety  of  a  vaccine  may  be  endangered :  — 

(a)  By  certain  infectious  diseases  of  the  calf  (skin  eruptions,  tuberculosis, 
<^h(Ba,  etc.)  yielding  the  vaccine ;  and  , 

(6)  By  the  introduction  of  extraneous  infectious  agents  from  the  surroundings 
of  the  animal  (stable,  feed,  attendants,  etc.),  or  an  impure  lymph  used  to  inocu- 
late the  calf  or  cow. 

To  determine,  therefore,  the  purity  and  especially  the  age  of  vaccine  used  dur- 
ing the  past  winter  in  this  Commonwealth  would  be  a  physical  impossibility. 
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Vaccine  from  a  number  of  establishments  situated  in  other  States  was  used  in 
Boston  alone  during  the  winter,  and  only  the  glycerlnated  vaccine  could  be  con- 
sidered as  still  effective.  The  purity  of  this  at  the  present  time  would  be  no  index 
of  its  bacterial  contents  during  the  winter,  as  the  glycerine  slowly  destroys  the 
bacteria.  Its  efficiency  could  not  be  tested,  as  the  vaccine  itself  also  slowly 
degenerates.  Nothing  could  be  learned  concerning  the  condition  of  the  calves 
used  during  the  winter,  nor  to  what  extent  extraneous  infection  was  avoided.* 

Any  inquiry  concerning  vaccine  in  use  at  the  present  time  would  be  equally 
barren  of  results.  The  animals  in  establishments  outside  the  State  could  not  be 
inspected  before  use  or  examined  after  death.  Any  examination  of  the  bacterial 
contents  of  the  vaccine  would  have  only  a  relative  value,  since  it  is  the  kind 
rather  than  the  number  of  bacteria  which  determines  the  good  or  bad  quality  of 
any  vaccine,  and  the  determination  of  the  kind  of  bacteria  is  a  long  and  compli- 
cated process 

To  determine  the  condition  and  purity  of  vaccine  used  at  present,  it  would  be 
necessary  for  the  Commonwealth  to  send  inspectors  to  the  various  establishments 
having  vaccine  on  sale  in  this  State,  to  note  the  condition  of  the  animals  and  to 
witness  the  autopsy  of  those  that  have  been  used.  It  would  be  necessary  to 
examine  the  employees,  and  perhaps  even  to  inquire  into  the  general  scientific 
capacities  of  those  in  charge  of  such  establishments.  An  examination  of  the  vac- 
cine itself  would  necessitate  an  enlargement  of  the  present  laboratory  and  the 
employment  of  another  bacteriologist.  Even  then,  the  testing  of  so  many  speci- 
mens from  many  animals  would  not  pay  for  the  outlay,  as  it  would  be  a  wasteful 
process,  which  would  not  accomplish  the  end  sought. 

When  we  come  to  the  vaccine  establishments  in  this  State,  the  situation  is  pre- 
cisely the  same.  Only  the  continual  presence  of  an  inspector  would  give  the  State 
full  information  of  the  quality  of  the  vaccine.  No  amount  of  costly  atid  detailed 
examination  of  the  final  product  will  enable  any  one  to  analyze  the  method  used 
in  preparing  it,  simply  because  microscopical  and  bacteriological  methods  are  in- 
adequate to  do  more  than  to  give  a  general  and  somewhat  uncertain  estimate  of  the 
care  used  in  its  preparation.  The  fact  that  the  microbe  producing  vaccinia  cannot 
be  seen  with  the  microscope,  and  that  it  cannot  be  studied  with  bacteriological 
methods,  makes  the  whole  subject  of  vaccine  production  a  difficult  one,  and  not  to  be 
controlled  at  a  distance.  Owing  to  the  many  minor  modifications  adopted  by  the 
different  establishments,  both  in  Europe  and  in  our  own  country,  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  vaccine  lymph,  it  would  be  necessary  for  any  State  inspection  to  arbitrarily 
prescribe  certain  definite  methods  to  be  followed  by  manufacturers  coming  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  State.  Such  prescription  of  methods  would  be  a  practical 
assumption  of  responsibility  by  the  State,  and  would  probably  make  the  business 
unprofitable,  unless  all  vaccine  products  made  outside  of  the  State  were  excluded 
from  competition. 

But  the  process  of  preparing  vaccine  lymph  has  not  yet  reached  that  state  of 
perfection  in  which  rigid  rules  can  be  formulated.    A  certain  latitude  must  be 

*  The  presence  of  the  bacilli  of  tuberculoeU  could  scarcely  be  determined,  owing  to  the  large  amoant 
of  glycerine  In  the  glycerlnated  lymph.  Even  If  It  were  attempted  to  find  ihem.  It  would  require  three 
to  four  weeka  to  obtain  any  results  from  the  inoculation  of  animals.  The  only  satisfactory  method  to 
determine  the  presence  of  tetanus  bacilli  In  the  lymph  would  be  a  very  dififtcuit  problem,  owing  to  the 
nature  of  the  tetanus  germ.  Such  dangerous  organisms  can  only  be  excluded  by  closing  up  all  possible 
ways  in  which  they  may  be  conceived  of  as  entering  the  vaccine. 
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allowed,  as  a  means  towards  greater  perfection.  In  short,  the  preparation  of  vac- 
cine Ijmph  cannot  be  inspected  successfally  nor  the  product  tested  satisfactorily 
without  reference  to  its  preparation ;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  every 
detail  in  this  preparation  must^be  poade  subject  to  a  constant  and  competent  super- 
vision, which  would  be  difficult  within  the  State  and  impossible  outside  of  it. 

By  order  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  - 

Saml.   W.   Abbott, 

Secretary, 

The  sabject  was  finally  referred  to  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture  by  the 
followiDg  resolve,  enacted  June,  1902 :  — 

Be»olvedt  That  the  state  board  of  agriculture  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed 
to  investigate  as  to  the  feasibility,  and  probable  cost  of  producing  vaccine  lymph 
at  the  Massachusetts  agricultural  college,  for  free  distribution  within  the  Common- 
wealth, and  to  report  the  result  of  such  investigation,  together  with  such  recom- 
mendations as  the  board  may  consider  advisable,  to  the  general  court  on  or  before 
the  fifteenth  day  of  January  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  three. 

The  prodaction  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  has  been  conducted  by  the  Board 
for  the  past  eight  years,  the  product  having  been  distributed  to  boards  of 
health  throughout  the  State.  It  has  undoubtedly  proved  a  great  aid  in 
dimioishing  the  fatality  of  this  disease,  and  in  the  consequent  saving  of 
human  life,  especially  among  those  who  could  not  afford  to  pay  for  the 
product  at  the  prices  usually  charged  for  it.  A  full  report  upon  this  subject 
appears  in  this  volume,  in  which  it  is  shown  that  33,475  bottles  or  packages 
of  1,500  units  each  were  issued  during  the  year,  this  amount  being  6,736 
less  than  were  distributed  in  the  preceding  year,  in  consequence  of  a  dimin- 
ished prevalence  of  the  disease. 

The  progress  of  bacteriological  diagnosis  among  local  boards  of  health 
daring  the  same  period  of  eight  years  has  evidently  wrought  a  change  in  the 
use  of  diphtheria  antitoxin,  since  on  consulting  the  full  file  of  reports  for 
the  eight  years  it  appears,  on  comparison  of  the  early  and  late  years  of  the 
period,  that  in  the  first  two  years  of  the  use  of  the  Board's  antitoxin  in  the 
State  (1895-96)  the  cases  which  were  determined  to  be  positive  and  were 
treated  with  antitoxin  constituted  only  43.7  per  cent,  of  all  cases  treated. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  ratio  of  such  cases  treated  in  the  last  two  years 
(1901-^2)  constituted  74.9  per  cent,  of  all  cases  treated. 

The  fatality  of  such  cases  determined  to  be  positive  was  only  9.9  per 
cent. ;  while  the  fatality  of  cases  in  which  no  bacteriological  examination 
was  made  was,  for  the  whole  period  of  eight  years,  12.6  per  cent. ;  the 
reason  for  the  difference  being  the  fact  that  a  considerable  number  of  neg- 
lected cases  is  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  hospital  authorities  and  of 
general  practitioners  when  such  cases  are  in  extremis^  and  bacteriological 
examination  is  of  little  avail,  but  antitoxin  treatment  is  employed  as  a  last 
resort.     Hence  the  increased  fatality  of  this  class  of  cases. 
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Baking  Powders. 

During  the  legislative  sessions  of  1901-02  several  (questions  relating  to 
the  healtbfulness  of  baking  powders  and  the  regulation  of  the  sale  of  such 
products  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature.  In  1901  the 
question  came  up  in  the  form  of  an  order,  addressed  to  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  April  29,  1901,  directing  the  Board  to  transmit  answers  to  the 
following  questions  (House,  No.  1387)  :  — 

First.  —  What  articles  of  food  or  drink  and  what  articles  that  enter  into  food  or 
drink  sold  or  offered  for  sale  in  this  Commonwealth  contain  any  salts  of  copper, 
and  are  said  salts  of  copper  in  the  combination  specified  deleterious  to  health? 

Second.  —  What  articles  of  food  or  drink  and  what  articles  that  enter  into  food 
or  drink  sold  or  offered  for  sale  in  this  Commonwealth  contain  any  salts  of  alum- 
inum, and  are  said  salts  of  aluminum  in  the  combination  specified  deleterious  to 
health  P 

Third.  —  What  articles  of  food  or  drink  and  what  articles  that  enter  into  food 

or  drink  sold  or  offered  for  sale  in  this  Commonwealth  contain  any  salts  of  zinc, 

and  are  said  salts  of  zinc  in  the  combination  specified  deleterious  to  health  ? 

James  W.  Kimball,  Clerk. 
A  true  copy :  Attest : 

James  W.  Kimball,  Clerk. 

To  these  inquiries  the  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

First.  —  Copper  salts  have  been  found  by  the  Board  in  many  instances  in  canned 
vegetables,  mostly  of  French  origin,  the  object  of  the  addition  being  to  give  the 
vegetables  a  fine  green  color.  The  Board  has  examined  a  large  number  of  sam- 
ples in  the  last  thiiteen  years,  and  in  the  year  1891  made  a  systematic  examina- 
tion of  all  the  French  brands  procurable  in  the  Commonwealth,  with  the  following 
results :  — 


Charactbk  or  Goods. 

Number  in 

which  Copper 

was  fonnd. 

Number  ftee 
from  (^pper. 

Total 

Saroplea 

examined. 

French  canned  peas, 

French  canned  spring  beans,    .... 
French  canned  Brussels  sprouts. 

63 

10 

8 

IS 
4 

76 

14 

3 

76 

17 

93 

The  amount  of  copper  found  was  as  high  in  one  instance  as  2.75  grains  per 
can,  and  averaged  abont  2  grains. 

The  Board  has  taken  the  position  that  copper  salts  are  deleterious  to  health, 
and  that  their  presence  in  food  products  cannot  be  permitted. 

Copper  has  also  been  found  in  some  cases  whore  its  presence  was  doubtless 
accidental,  as,  for  instance,  in  pickles  or  canned  tomatoes,  which  had  been  boiled 
-or  prepared  in  copper  kettles. 

Second.  —  Salts  of  aluminum  have  been  found  by  the  Board  in  pickles  (added, 
it  is  said,  to  give  crispness),  as  an  adulterant  in  cream  of  tartar,  and  as  an  essen- 
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tial  ingredient  in  some  baking  powders.  Its  use  in  pickles  is  not  at  all  common ; 
its  addition  to  creaiA  of  tartar  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  cheap  substitute,  since,  like 
cream  of  tartar,  it  has  leavening  power  when  used  with  an  alkaline  bicarbonate. 

When  baking  powders  containing  salts  of  aluminum  are  used  for  making  bread, 
biscuHs,  cakes,  etc.,  the  aluminum  compounds  remain  in  the  bread  in  a  somewhat 
altered  condition,  but  from  the  facts  at  lis  disposal  the  Board  is  unable  to  express 
a  definite  opinion  whether  bread  and  similar  products,  as  ordinarily  made  with 
baking  powders  of  this  character,  are  deleterious  to  health. 

Third.  —Zinc  salts  are  very  seldom  found  in  food  products  in  Massachusetts.* 
Instances  of  the  presence  of  zinc  in  dried  apples  were  referable  to  the  fact  that 
the  apples  were  dried  on  galvanized  sheet  iron. 

The  Board  has  investigated  the  question  of  the  presence  of  zinc  in  drinking 
water  supplies  where  galvanized  iron  pipes  are  used,  first  in  1874  and  recently  in 
1899.  Except  in  the  case  of  the  use  of  some  groufid  waters,  containing  very  large 
amounts  of  free  carbonic  acid,  which  dissolves  zinc  and  many  other  metals  very 
freely,  the  amount  of  zinc  found  in  ordinary  water  supplies,  where  galvanized 
pipes  are  used,  is  not  sufficient,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  to  give  anxiety. 

Henrt  p.  Walcott, 

For  the  Slate  Board  of  Health, 

Id  1902  the  subject  was  again  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  an  order  was  issued  directing  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  ^^  make 
a  scientific  and  thorough  physiological  investigation  of  the  healtbfulness  of 
baking  powders,  making  such  tests  as.  will  demonstrate  whether  or  not  any 
brands  of  baking  powder  on  sale  in  this  Commonwealth  are  prejudicial  to 
health ;  and  whether  the  introduction  into  food  of  an  article  in  small  quan- 
tities, which  ordinarily  would  be  harmless,  would,  when  taken  by  a  person 
in  feeble  health  or  dietetically  disordered,  eventually  undermine  the  system ; 
and  that  said  Board  make  such  recommendations  to  the  next  General  Court 
as  the  result  of  said  investigation  shall  in  its  opinion  warrant."  To  this 
order  the  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

The  Board  would  respectfully  reply  that  it  has  been  unable  to  carry  out  the 
order  of  the  Greneral  Court,  owing  to  the  very  great  difficulties  which  such  an 
examination  presents.  An  investigation  of  this  character  which  would  lead  to 
results  that  would  be  conclusive  and  indisputable,  and  which  would  enable  this 
Board  to  make  a  definite  report  to  the.Legislature,  would  involve  the  expenditure 
of  a  large  amount  of  money  for  a  special  laboratory,  and  for  the  services  of  physi- 
ological chemists  who  could  have  under  their  complete  control  for  a  considerable 
period  of  time  many  men,  women  and  children,  determining  the  condition  of  their 
organs  of  digestion  and  excretion,  and  analyzing  all  the  food  they  consumed,  and 
as  well  all  their  excreta.  This  could  only  be  done  in  a  large  public  or  private 
institution,  and  could  only  be  carried  out  with  the  consent  and  co-operation  of 
those  on  whom  the  experiments  were  tried.  While  such  an  investigation  under 
these  conditions  would  be  feasible,  it  must  be  said  that  it  has  not  hitherto  been 
the  practice  of  the  State  to  experiment  on  persons  under  its  care  and  control. 

Id  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  experiments  on  animals  would  not  yield  informa- 
tion which  would  be  conclusive  with  regard  to  man. 
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made  dariog  the  year  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station  upon  the  purifi- 
cation of  sewage  and  water  is  presented  in  a  report  by  the  chemist  of  the 
Board,  pages  177-242,  inclusive.  During  the  first  years  of  operation  of 
this  station  the  investigations  were  chiefly  directed  to  the  purification  of 
sewage  by  intermittent  sand  filters,  and  to  establishing  a  knowledge  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  successful  sewage  treatment,  —  a  then  little- 
understood  subject.  Many  intermitteht  sand  filters  are  now  in  operation 
in  this  State  and  elsewhere,  successfully  purifying  the  sewage  of  cities  and 
towns.  Studies  were  begun  at  the  station  in  the  earlier  years  irpon  rapid 
methods  of  sewage  purification.  Of  late  years  this  subject  has  assumed 
greater  importance  elsewhere,  especially  in  England  and  Germany,  and  a 
great  amount  of  attention  has  been  given  to  it  at  the  station.  These  stud- 
ies include  investigations  upon  the  preliminary  treatment  of  sewage  before 
its  application  to  filters.  Contact  filters,  intermittent  continuous  filters, 
coke  and  coal  strainers,  and  septic  tanks  and  their  operations,  are  under 
investigation.  The  eflQuents  produced  by  the  coarse  filters,  operated  at 
high  rates,  vary  so  greatly  in  character,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
material  of  which  the  filter  is  constructed  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
operated,  that  many  special  studies  are  made  necessary  to  determine  the 
eflSciency  and  permanency  of  such  filters.  During  the  year  a  study  was 
made  of  the  treatment  of  dye-house  waste,  etc.,  and  much  information 
along  this  line  gained.  This  is  not  summarized  in  this  report,  however, 
as  the  investigation  is  being  continued  at  the  present  time. 

Studies  of  the  eflSciency  of  sand  filters  in  the  purification  of  water  have 
been  continued,  and  the  work  of  the  Lawrence  city  filter  in  removing  bac- 
teria from  the  river  water  applied  to  it  and  the  effect  of  the  use  of  this 
filtered  water  upon  the  health  of  the  city  carefully  noted.  Studies  of  the 
importance  of  the  bacterial  examination  of  water  of  different  classes  have 
been  continued,  and  a  paper  is  presented  upon  page  243,  summarizing  the 
work  along  this  line  during  the  past  seven  years.  This  paper  also  includes 
some  studies  upon  the  relative  viability  of  B.  coli  and  B.  typhosus  under  a 
variety  of  conditions.  Considerable  work  has  also  been  done  during  the 
past  two  years  in  the  investigation  of  bacterial  methods  for  the  determina- 
tion of  the  pollution  of  shell- fish  gathered  from  various  sources. 

Examination  of  Sewer  Outlets  and  of  the  Condition  of  Rivers  and  Other 
Waters  affected  by  Sewage  Disposal,  —  By  the  provisions  of  chapter  104  of 
the  Acts  of  the  year  1901,  the  State  Board  of  Health  is  required  to  examine 
annually  all  main  outlets  of  sewers  and  drainage  of  the  cities  and  towns  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  the  effect  of  sewage  disposal,  and  annually  report 
thereon  to  the  General  Court,  with  such  recommendations  for  the  protection 
of  the  interests  of  persons 'and  property  as  said  Board  shall  deem  expedient, 
and  for  the  prevention  of  offensive  odors  and  objectionable  conditions. 

In  the  same  year  the  Board  was  authorized  to  examine  complaints  with 
regard  to  the  contamination  of  tidal  waters  and  flats  by  sewage  or  other 
causes,  and  to  regulate  the  taking  of  shell-flsh  from  polluted  waters. 
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These  two  acts  are  quite  closely  related,  and  the  work  has  been  carried 
on  under  them  simultaneously.  The  results  of  the  investigations  made  in 
the  year  1901  have  already  been  presented  in  a  previous  report. 

The  results  of  the  examination  of  sewer  outlets  and  the  effect  of  sewage 
disposal  relate  quite  closely  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  various  streams 
and  inland  waters  of  the  State,  and,  in  connection  with  the  investigation 
of  sewer  outlets,  an  examination  has  been  made  of  all  of  the  various  streams 
in  the  State  which  are  polluted  by  the  direct  discharge  of  sewage.  The 
reenlts  of  these  investigations  are  presented  in  a  report  upon  the  '^Ex- 
amination of  Sewer  Outlets  and  the  Effect  of  Sewage  Disposal." 

The  objectionable  conditions  caused  by  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  the 
sea  and  the  inland  waters  of  the  State  are  mainly  of  two  classes :  ( 1 )  those 
which  are  caused  by  faulty  construction  or  location  of  the  sewer  outlet ; 
and  (2)  those  which  are  caused  by  the  discharge  of  an  excessive  quantity 
of  sewage  into  a  harbor  or  stream,  thereby  polluting  the  water  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  make  it  offensive  for  a  long  distance  from  the  sewer  outlet. 

The  nuisances  caused  by  faulty  construction  or  location  of  sewer  outlets 
are  in  nearly  all  cases  local,  and  affect  only  the  people  of  the  community 
maintaining  the  outlet.  They  are  remediable  by  the  cities  and  towns  own- 
ing and  maintaining  the  sewer  outlets. 

The  objectionable  conditions  caused  by  the  gross  pollution  of  the  water 
of  streams  affect  in  many  cases  other  communities  than  those  which  cause 
the  nuisance. 

The  most  objectionable  conditions  existing  in  any  stream  in  the  Common- 
wealth, all  things  considered,  are  to  be  found  in  the  Blackstone  River,  the 
condition  of  which  is  about  the  same  as  it  was  in  the  years  before  works 
were  first  installed  for  the  treatment  of  the  sewage  of  the  city  of  Worcester. 
By  the  action  of  the  Legislature  in  1886  the  city  of  Worcester  was  directed 
to  purify  its  sewage ;  and  further  action  has  been  taken  in  the  courts  by 
the  communities  living  on  the  river  below  Worcester,  to  secure  the  carrying 
OQt  of  the  provisions  of  this  act.  As  indicated  in  this  report,  a  great 
amount  of  work  has  been  and  is  being  done  by  the  city  in  carrying  out  the 
requirements  of  the  act  of  1886. 

The  Neponset  River,  which  is  also  a  very  badly  polluted  stream  through- 
out the  greater  portion  of  its  length,  has  been  the  subject  of  action  by  the 
Legislature,  with  a  view  to  preventing  the  entrance  of  sewage  into  the 
Blream  and  the  discharge  therein  of  objectionable  manufacturing  refuse 
until  it  has  been  purified. 

The  North  Branch  of  the  Nashua  River,  which  is  greatly  polluted  by  the 
Kwage  of  Fitchburg  and  Leominster,  and  is  offensive  to  sight  and  smell 
for  a  large  part  of  its  length,  is  probably  next  in  order  the  most  objection- 
Able  case  of  stream  pollution  in  the  State.  Plans  are  already  being  pre- 
pared by  the  communities  which  cause  the  serious  pollution  of  this  stream, 
which,  if  carried  ont,  will  remove  the  objectionable  conditions  here. 
A  similar  condition  of  gross  pollution  exists  in  the  Hoosick  River  belo?r 
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Force  employed  at  laboratory  (Bussey  Institate)  :  — 

Pathologist, 1 

Assistants, 6 

Total, 7 


Under, THE  Provisions  of  Chapter  876,  Acts  of  1888. 

Applications  for  advice  from  cities,  towns  and  others :  — 

Relating  to  water  sapply, 

Relating  to  ice  supply, 6 

Relating  to  sewerage  and  drainage, ^^ 

Relating  to  pollution  of  streams, ^^ 

Miscellaneous, ^ 

Total, &^ 

Number  of  samples  of  water  examined  chemically  and  microscopically 
at  the  laboratory,  Room  502,  State  House, ifit^ 

Number  of  samples  of  sewage  and  effluent  from  sewage  purification 
works  examined  chemically  at  the  laboratory.  Room  602,  State  House,  82^ 

Number  of  samples  of  sewage,  water  and  ice  examined  chemically  and 
bacterially  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station, 1,921- 

Number  of  samples  of  sand  examined  chemically  at  the  Lawrence  Ex- 
periment Station, 18^ 

Number  of  samples  of  sand  examined  mechanically  at  the  Lawrence 
Experiment  Station, 17(F 

Number  of  samples  of  water  and  ice  examined  for  B.  coli  communis  in 
one  and  100  cubic  centimeters  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station,  .         8,390 

Additional  samples  examined  bacterially  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment 
Station, 8^88 

Number  of  shell-fish  examined  for  B.  coli, 378 

Total  number  of  samples  examined, 15,073 

Force  employed  at  central  office :  —  * 

Chief  engineer, 1 

Assistant  engineers, 6 

Stenographers  and  clerks, 3 

Messenger, 1 

—    11 

At  laboratory.  Room  502,  State  House :  — 

Chemist, 1 

Assistant  chemists, 6 


Biolomst, 


1 


Stenographer, 1 

—      8 

*  Not  inoladlng  force  employed  under  provUioDs  of  ehapter  06  of  the  Reeolvoa  of  ISM. 


1903.] 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  34. 


xlix 


At  Lawrence  ExperimeDt  Slation :  — 

Assistant  chemists, 2 

Bacteriologists, 2 

Other  assistants  and  laborei*s, 8 

—      6 


Total  ordinary  force, 


25 


The  number  of  applicatioDs  for  advice  under  the  provisions  of  the  acta 
relating  to  water  supply  and  sewerage,  received  since  July,  1886,  when 
these  acts  first  went  into  operation,  is  as  follows  t  — 


1886, 

1887, 

1888, 

1889, 

1890, 

1891, 

1892, 

1898, 

1894, 

1895, 


8 

1896, 

22 

1897, 

28* 

1898, 

38 

1899, 

23 

1900, 

63 

1901, 

56 

1902, 

51 

53 

"] 

52 

'  Total, 


65 
59 
75 
79 

104 

105 

93 

964 


Appropriations  . 

The  appropriations  for  the  year  1902,  as  recommended  by  the  Board  in 
the  annual  estimates  made  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  41  of  the  Acts 
of  1885,  were  as  follows :  — 

Forthe  general  expenses  of  the  Board,        .        .        .        .  $23,000  00 

For  the  inspection  of  food  and  drugs,  . 11,500  00 

For  the  protection  of  the  purity  of  inland  waters,        ....  34,000  00 

For  the  examination  of  sewer  outlets, 2,500  00 

Total. f71,000  00 


Expenditures. 

The  expenditures  in  1902  under  the  different  appropriations  were  as 

follows :  — 

Appropriation  for  general  expenses  of  Board, $23,000  00 

General  Expenditures,  Sept.  30, 1901,  to  Sept.  30, 1902. 

Salaries, $11,157  65 

Travelling  expenses, 1,386  79 

Stationery, 293  67 

Printing 971  48 

Books,  subscriptions  and  binding, 578  89 

Adrertising, 15  65 


Amauni  carried  forward. 


(14,404  13 


/ 
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Amount  brought  forward^  ,        .....        (14,404  13 

Express  charges, 245  26 

Extra  services, 353  06 

Messenger, 40  10 

Postage  and  postal  orders, 304  45 

Telephone  and  telegraph  messages, 79  04 

Typewriter  supplies, 3  75 

Special  investigations, 8  83 

Sundrj  office  supplies  and  incidental  expenses,              .        .  555  17 

Laboratory  supplies, 1,066  29 

$17,060  08 

Expenditures  at  Pathological  Laboratory  at  Forest  Hills. 

Salaries,  «...  (3,290  00 

Purchase  of  animals, 160  55 

Board  of  horses, 1303  53 

Food  for  animals, 108  15 

Apparatus,  chemicals  and  laboratory  supplies,       .        .        .  924  97 

Ice, 26  15 

Postage, 8  92 

Stationery, 1  75 

Books, 5  00 

Rental  of  telephone  and  messages, 168  75 

Services  of  veterinary  surgeon, 6  00 

Repairs  on  stable, 47  75 

Express  charges, 16  62 

6,562  14 

Total (23,622  22 

Under  the  Provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Acts  during  the  Year  ending  Sept,  30^ 

1902. 

Appropriation, (11,500  00 

Salaries  of  analysts, (4,556  66 

Salaries  of  inspectors, 4,620  00 

Travelling  expenses  and  purchase  of  samples,    .                        .  x     .  1,966  80 

Apparatus  and  chemicals, 279  74 

Printing, 25  16 

Services  (cleaning  laboratory), 104  00 

Express  and  postage, 7  08 

Sundry  laboratory  supplies, 79  19 

Books, 45  60 

Extra  services  (stenographer), 16  00 

Total ^ (11,700  23 

The  foregoiog  accouni  of  expeoditures  for  general  purposes  and  for 
food  and  drug  inspectioo  relates  to  the  year  ended  Sept.  30,  1902. 
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Appropriation. 

For  carrying  out  the  provisioDS  of  the  act  to  protect  the  purity  of 
inland  waters,  and  to  require  consultation  with  the  State  Board  of 
Health  regarding  the  establishment  of  systems  of  water  supply, 
drainage  and  sewerage, (34,000  00 

Salaries,  including  wagesof  laborers  at  Lawrence  Experiment  Station,  (26,200  26 

Apparatus  and  materials, 1,538  87 

Rent  of  Lawrence  Experiment  Station, 150  00 

Use  of  tools  and  office,  Lawrence  Experiment  Station,       .        .  172  96 

Travelling  expenses, 2,721  83 

Express  charges, 1,070  11 

Stationery  and  drawing  materials, 194  04 

Books,  maps  and  blue-prints, 194  78 

Services,  reading  gauges  and  collecting  samples,       ....  158  25 

Telephone  messages, 3  92 

Special  investigations, 77  00 

Miscellaneous, 227  28 

Reconstructing  laboratory  building  at  Lawrence,       ....  2,290  14 

Total, (33,999  44 

The  foregoing  statement  of  expenses  under  the  act  to  protect  the  purity 
of  inland  waters  refers  to  the  calendar  year  1902. 

Appropriation, 

For  the  examination  of  sewer  outlets  under  the  provisions  of  section 
4  of  chapter  75  of  the  Revised  Laws, (2,500  00 

For  salaries, 2,432  74 

Travelling  expenses, 67  25 

(2,499  99 

HENRY  P.  WALCOTT. 
HIRAM  F.  MILLS. 
FRANK  W.  DRAPER. 
GERARD  C.  TOBEY. 
JAMES  W.   HULL. 
CHARLES  H.  PORTER. 
JULIAN  A.  MEAD. 
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Under  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Laws  (chapter  75,  section 
117)  the  State  Board  of  Health  is  required  to 

consalt  with  and  advise  the  authorities  of  cities  and  towns  and  persona 
having,  or  about  to  have,  systems  of  water  supply,  drainage  or  sewerage 
as  to  the  most  appropiiate  source  of  water  supply,  and  the  best  method  of 
assuring  its  purity  or  as  to  the  best  method  of  disposing  of  their  drainage 
or  sewage  with  reference  to  the  existing  and  future  needs  of  other  cities, 
towns  or  persons  which  may  be  affected  thereby.  It  shall  also  consult 
with  and  advise  persons  engaged  or  intending  to  engage  in  any  manufac- 
turing or  other  business  whose  drainage  or  sewage  may  tend  to  pollute  any 
inland  water  as  to  the  best  method  of  preventing  such  pollution,  and  it 
may  conduct  experiments  to  determine  the  best  methods  of  the  purification 
or  disposal  of  drainage  or  sewage.  No  person  shall  be  required  to  bear 
the  expense  of  such  consultation,  advice  or  experiments.  Cities,  towns 
and  persons  shall  submit  to  said  board  for  its  advice  their  proposed  system 
of  water  supply  or  of  the  disposal  of  drainage  or  sewage,  and  all  petitions 
to  the  general  court  for  authority  to  introduce  a  system  of  water  supply, 
drainage  or  sewerage  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  recommen- 
dation and  advice  of  said  board  thereon. 

During  the  year  1902  the  Board  has  given  its  advice  to  the  fol- 
lowing cities,  towns  and  persons  who  have  applied  for  such  advice 
under  the  provisions  of  the  general  act  (Revised  Laws,  chapter  75, 
section  117)  or  under  special  acts  relating  to  water  supply  and 
sewerage. 

Official  communications  were  made  during  the  year  under  the 
provisions  of  acts  relating  to  water  supply  as  follows  :  — 


Adams  fire  District 
Ashfield. 

Bedford  (school  committee). 
Brookline  (Holzer-Cabot  Electric  Com- 
pany). 
Concord  (Massachusetts  Reformatoxy). 
Concord  (Middlesex  School). 


Deerfield  (South  Deerfield  Water  Sup- 
ply District)  (two). 

Everett. 

Frammgham  (Dennison  Manufacturing 
Company). 

Franklin  (W.  J.  Whiting). 

Gloucester. 
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Greenfield  (Wile;^  &  Russell  Manufac- 
turing Company). 

Hadley. 

Hingham. 

Holyoke  (two). 

Holyoke  (Wm.  Skinner  Manufacturing 
Company). 

Hyde  Park  (three). 

Lawrence  (two). 

Leominster. 

Lexington. 

Lynnfield  (J.  F.  Smith). 

Manchester  (two). 

Milford. 

Milton  (three). 

Milton  (Oliver  H.  Flanders). 

Montague  (Miller's  Falls  Company). 

Nantucket  (Siasconset). 

Natick. 


Norton. 

Palmer. 

Plymouth. 

Rockport 

Salisbury  (Wm.  Behan). 

Scituate. 

Shirley. 

Southborough. 

Springfield  (two). 

Stoughton. 

Sturbridge  (Fiskdale  Mills). 

Sunderland 

Tewksbury. 

Watertown  (Hale  House  Farm). 

Wellesley  (Wellesley  College). 

Whately. 

Whitman  (two). 

Worcester. 


Official  communications  were  made  during  the  year  under  gen- 
eral and  special  acts  relating  to  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  as 
follows :  — 


Bridgewater. 

Hull  (Fort  Revere). 

Lancaster. 

Manchester  (Essex  County  Club). 

Maynard( American  Woolen  Company). 

Northbridge  (Whitinsville). 

Plymouth  (two). 


Revere. 

Swampscott. 

Taunton. 

Waltham. 

Wellesley  (two). 

AVestfield. 

Wrentham. 


Replies  were  also  made  during  the  year  in  answer  to  applications 
from  the  following  authorities  and  individuals  for  advice  relative  to 
sources  of  ice  supply  :  — 


Boston  (the  Commonwealth  Hygienic 

Ice  Company) . 
Easthampton  (Delos  T.  Pepin). 
Franklin  (board  of  health). 


Holyoke  (board  of  health). 
Marblehead  (board  of  health). 
New  Bedford  (board  of  health). 


Replies  were  also  made  in  answer  to  applications  for  advice  rela- 
tive to  the  pollution  of  ponds,  streams  and  other  bodies  of  water, 
as  follows ;  — 


Agawam. 

Charles  River  Dam  Committee. 

Oohasset  (the  cemetery  committee). 


Harwich  (Wychmere  Harbor). 

Hudson. 

Manchester. 
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MatUpan    Improvement    Association 

(Neponset  Rirer). 
Northborongh. 
Waltham. 


Westborough  (two). 
West  SfyriDgfield. 
Weymouth. 


Sules  and  regulations  for  the  sanitary  protection  of  sources  of 
water  supply  were  made  for  the  following  authorities  :  — 

Water  Commissioners  of  Rockport         |  Water  Commissioners  of  Taunton. 

The  Board  also  approved  the  location  of  a  tract  of  land  in  Graf- 
ton, Westborough  and  Shrewsbury,  proposed  for  a  colony  of  the 
insane  in  connection  with  the  Worcester  Insane  Asylum. 

Water  Supply. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  action  of  the  Board  during 

the  past  year  in  reply  to  applications  for  advice  relating  to  water 

supply :  — 

Adams. 

Not.  6, 1902. 
To  the  Prudential  ComtniUee  of  the  Adams  Fire  District,  Adams,  Mass, 

Gentlbhen:  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Sep* 
tember  9  an  application,  under  the  authority  of  section  117  of  chapter  75 
of  the  Revised  Laws,  giving  notice  of  your  intention  to  introduce  a  sys- 
tem of  water  supply  in  the  town  of  Adams,  and  requesting  the  advice  of 
the  Board  as  to  the  most  appropriate  source  of  supply. 

Some  time  before  the  application  was  received  test  wells  had  been  sunk 
in  the  valley  of  the  Hoosick  River  a  short  distance  above  Cheshire  Harbor, 
and  at  your  request  the  Board  caused  samples  of  water  sent  in  by  you 
from  these  wells  to  be  analyzed.  Soon  after  the  application  was  received 
the  Board  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and  addi- 
tional samples  of  water  to  be  collected  for  analysis  after  water  had  been 
flowing  continuously  from  the  wells  for  a  considerable  time.  The  evi- 
dence furnished  by  the  rate  of  flow  from  these  wells  and  by  the  freedom 
with  which  water  could  be  pumped  from  them  indicates  that  a  large  yield 
of  water  can  be  obtained  from  the  ground  at  this  place. 

The  water  of  all  the  samples  collected  was  found,  upon  analysis,  to  be 
clear,  colorless  and  odorless,  but  quite  hard,  and  the  hardness  increased 
after  a  considerable  quantity  of  water  had  been  flowing  from  the  wells. 
The  Board  is  informed  that  you  propose  to  pump  water  from  these  wells 
into  Bassett  Brook  Reservoir,  and  supply  it  thence  to  the  town  after  it 
has  mingled  with  the  water  of  the  reservoir.  The  results  of  numerous 
analyses  of  the  water  of  Bassett  Brook,  one  of  your  present  sources,  show 
that  its  hardness  averages  about  3.2  parts  per  100,000  during  the  dry  por- 
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tion  of  the  year,  and  the  water  of  the  Dry  Brook  source  is  somewhat  harder. 
Measurements  of  the  flow  of  the  streams  show  that  the  yield  of  the  Bas- 
sett  Brook  source  was  less  than  300,000  gallons  per  day  and  that  of  Dry 
Brook  less  than  100,000  gallons  per  day,  and  if  the  consumption  of  water 
in  the  town  is  as  great  as  it  was  found  to  be  from  measurements  made 
in  1895,  —  and  the  indications  are  that  it  has  not  decreased,  —  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  water  used  by  the  town  in  the  summer  season 
will,  in  the  future,  be  obtained  from  the  proposed  new  wells.  Under 
these  conditions,  the  bardness  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  town  iu  the 
summer  season  is  likely  to  vary  greatly  from  time  to  time.  At  times  of 
high  flow  in  the  streams  the  yield  of  the  brooks  is  likely  to  supply  nearly 
all  of  the  water  required,  while  in  times  of  very  dry  weather  the  greater 
portion  of  the  supply  will  come  from  the  new  wells. 

While  sudden  changes  from  hard  to  soft  and  again  to  hard  water  are  re- 
garded as  undesirable,  the  data  at  hand  are  not  sufficient  to  prove  that  the 
mixture  of  hard  and  soft  water  in  the  reservoir,  and  its  consequent  varia- 
tion in  hardness,  will  be  prejudicial  to  health.  The  Board  is  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  proposed  arrangement  will  be  an  improvement  upon  the 
present  system,  and  regards  its  adoption  as  permissible  under  the  circam- 
«tiBinces,  but  in  making  any  future  change  in  your  sources  of  water  supply 
the  Board  would  advise  that  you  procure  a  water  of  less  hardness  and  more 
constant  in  character. 

ASHFIKLD. 

March  6, 1902. 

To  E.  D.  Church,  A.  C.  Howes  and  F.  II.  Smith,  CommiUee  on  Water  Supply  of 

the  Town  of  Ashfield. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  appli- 
<)ation  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  the  village 
of  Ashfield,  to  be  taken  from  Taylor  Brook,  so  called,  located  sooth-west- 
erly from  the  village,  and  has  caused  the  proposed  source  to  be  examined 
and  a  sample  of  its  water  to  be  analyzed.  The  Board  has  also  caused 
examinations  to  be  made  of  the  waters  of  Creamery  and  Bear  Swamp 
brooks,  referred  to  in  the  report  of  your  engineers  accompanying  the 
application. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  these  sources  indi- 
"Cate  that  either  of  them  would  furnish  water  of  good  quality  for  the  sup- 
ply of  Ashfield.  The  water  of  Creamery  Brook  was  of  considerably  better 
quality  than  that  of  the  other  two  sources  at  the  time  these  examinations 
were  made,  and  the  water  of  Taylor  Brook,  while  somewhat  softer  and  less 
colored  than  that  of  Bear  Swamp  Brook,  contained  a  lai^er  quantity  of 
organic  matter  than  the  water  of  the  latter  source  and  a  considerably 
larger  quantity  than  the  water  of  Creamery  Brook.  Bear  Swamp  Brook 
has  a  larger  water-shed  than  either  of  the  others,  but  it  is  probable,  so  far 
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as  can  be  judged  from  the  information  available  to  the  Board,  that  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  water  for  the  supply  of  Ashfield  could  be  obtained  from 
either  of  the  sources  mentioned. 

It  is  not  possible  to  determine  from  examinations  made  at  this  season 
of  the  year  the  probable  quality  of  the  water  of  these  sources  at  other 
seasons,  nor  has  it  been  practicable,  on  account  of  the  depth  of  suow,  to 
make  a  sufficient  examination  of  the  water-sheds  to  determine  which  of 
these  sources  is  likely  to  be  the  most  desirable  one  for  Ashfield. 

The  Board  would  advise  that  further  examinations  of  the  waters  of 
each  of  these  sources  be  made,  and  the  Board  will  make  the  necessary 
analyses  of  these  waters  if  you  will  collect  the  samples. 

Bedford. 

Oct.  2, 1902. 
To  the  School  CommUiee  of  the  Town  of  Bedford. 

Gentlemen  :  —  In  response  to  your  request  for  an  examination  of  the 
water  used  for  the  supply  of  the  public  schools  of  Bedford,  which, 
the  Board  is  informed,  is  taken  from^  a  well  located  on  the  premises  of 
J.  B.  Prescott  on  North  Street,  near  the  central  portion  of  the  village, 
the  Board  has  caused  the  well  and  its  surroundings  to  be  examined  and  a 
sample  of  the  water  to  be  analyzed. 

The  results  of  the  analysis  show  that  the  water  entering  this  well  has 
been  seriously  polluted  by  sewage  and  partially  purified  in  its  passage 
through  the  ground.  A  water  having  such  an  analysis,  with  cesspools  and 
other  receptacles  for  sewage  near  at  hand,,  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  safe 
drinking  water. 

The  Board  would  advise  that  a  supply  of  water  for  the  schools  be 
secured  from  a  source  of  known  purity.  The  open  space  south-west  fi-om 
the  school-house,  as  much  as  200  feet  from  any  evident  source  of  pollu- 
tion, may  be  a  good  location  for  a  well. 

The  Board  will  assist  by  making  analyses  of  water  from  sources  you 
may  select  which,  from  their  surroundings,  give  promise  of  safety. 

Brookline  (Holzer-Cabot  Company). 

Not.  6. 1902, 
To  the  Holzer-Cabot  Electric  Company,  Brookline,  Mass, 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  appli- 
cation for  advice  as  to  the  quality  of  the  drinking  water  of  two  driven 
wells  on  the  premises  occupied  by  the  company  between  Station  Street 
and  Andem  Place  in  Brookline,  and  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  exam- 
ined by  one  of  its  engineers  and  samples  of  the  water  of  the  wells  to  be 
analyzed. 

The  wells  are  located  in  a  densely  populated  part  of  Brookline,  and 
tiie  analyses  show  that  the  water  has  evidently  at  some  time  been  greatly 
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polluted  by  sewage  and  not  completely  purified  in  its  passage  through  the 
ground  to  the  wells. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  this  water  cannot  be  considered  safe  for 
drinking. 

Concord  (Massachusetts  Reformatory). 

Jam.  1, 1903. 
To  the  Board  of  Prison  Commissioners^  Mr.  Frederick  G.  Pettiorove,  Chairman. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Oct. 
6,  1902,  an  application  stating  that  under  the  authority  of  a  resolve 
passed  by  the  General  Court  of  1902  you  were  investigating  the  practica- 
bility and  expediency  of  supplying  the  Massachusetts  Reformatory  at 
Concord  with  water  from  Nagog  Pond,  so  called,  in  the  towns  of  Acton 
and  Littleton,  and  requesting  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  pro- 
posed source  of  supply.  Subsequently,  plans  were  received  showing  the 
pond,  and  the  location  and  profile  of  a  proposed  pipe  line  from  the  pond 
to  the  reformatory. 

In  response  to  your  application  the  Board  has  caused  the  pond  and  its 
surroundings  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and  has  considered  the  plans 
and  information  submitted  therewith  and  the  results  of  analyses  of  sam- 
ples of  the  water  of  the  pond  collected  at  various  times  during  the  past 
three  years. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  show  that  the  water  is  nearly  colorless  and 
otherwise  of  good  quality  for  a  surface  water.  It  has  occasionally,  in 
common  with  most  surface  waters  from  similar  sources,  a  noticeable  taste 
and  odor,  due  probably  to  the  presence  of  microscopic  organisms,  but  the 
results  of  the  microscopical  examinations  of  this  water  do  not  show  that 
it  contains  very  large  numbers  of  such  organisms  at  any  time,  and  it  is 
unlikely,  judging  from  these  examinations,  that  the  water  will  be  notice- 
ably affected  by  taste  or  odor  except  at  infrequent  intervals. 

The  pond  will  yield  a  much  larger  quantity  of  water  than  is  necessary 
for  the  supply  of  the  Massachusetts  Reformatory,  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Board,  the  pond  would  be  a  suitable  source  of  supply  for  that  institu- 
tion. 

The  right  to  take  a  part  or  all  of  the  water  of  this  pond  has  already 
been  granted  to  the  town  of  Concord  (chapter  201  of  the  Acts  of  1884), 
and  the  Board  is  informed  that  the  act  authorizing  the  taking  of  water 
from  the  pond  by  that  town  has  been  accepted.  It  seems  likely  that 
the  town  of  Concord  will  require  an  additional  water  supply  in  the  near 
future,  and  the  construction  of  works  for  the  joint  supply  of  the  town 
and  reformatory  would  materially  lessen  the  cost  to  each  if  arrangements 
were  made  for  an  equitable  division  of  the  cost. 

The  water-shed  of  Nagog  Pond  contains  a  very  small  population,  but 
there  are  many  cottages  about  its  shores  which  are  occupied  in  the  sum- 
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mer  season,  and  it  will  be  necessary,  if  the  pond  is  to  be  used  as  a  source 
of  water  supply,  that  control  be  obtained  of  the  shores  of  the  pond  for  a 
sufficient  distance  back  from  the  water  to  prevent  pollution  from  cottages 
and  from  those  resorting  to  the  pond  for  boating,  fishing  and  bathing. 

While  tests  have  been  made  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  supply  of  ground 
water  for  the  institution,  without  favorable  results,  further  investigations 
might  show  that  it  is  practicable  to  obtain  an  ample  quantity  of  ground 
water  for  the  supply  of  the  reformatory  from  some  place  in  its  neigh- 
borhood. A  supply  of  good  ground  water  would  be  more  satisfactory, 
on  account  of  its  freedom  at  all  times  from  taste  and  odor,  than  the  water 
of  Nag(^  Pond,  and  the  cost  of  works  for  obtaining  a  ground-water  sup- 
ply might  be  somewhat  less,  on  the  whole,  than  the  cost  of  a  supply  from 
Nagog  Pond. 

In  view  of  the  circumstances,  it  seems  desirable,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board,  that  further  investigations  should  be  made  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
a  supply  of  ground  water,  in  order  that  the  cost  of  such  a  supply  may  be 
compared  with  the  cost  of  works  for  taking  water  from  Nagog  Pond. 

Concord  (Middlesex  School). 

Jan.  1, 1903. 
To  Mr.  Frbdebick  Wiksor,  Head  Master,  Middlesex  School,  Concord,  Mass, 

Dear  Sir:  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  June 
28,  1901,  an  application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  system  of  water 
supply  for  the  Middlesex  School  in  Concord,  containing  the  following  out- 
line of  your  proposed  plan :  — 

It  is  proposed  to  secure  a  supply  from  the  ground  by  means  of  driven  wells  or 
some  other  method,  either  from  the  valley  of  Spencer  Brook  or  the  valley  above 
Bateman^s  Pond. 

Test  wells  are  to  be  driven  at  once  to  ascertain  if  water  can  be  secured  in  either 
location  and  which  location  is  the  best. 

It  is  intended  to  provide  a  supply  for  the  use  of  about  250  people,  and  such  uses 
about  the  grounds  of  the  school  as  may  be  desired.  After  the  tests  are  made,  if 
die  result  is  satisfactory,  plans  will  be  prepared  for  your  examination. 

Subsequently  test  wells  were  driven  at  the  places  indicated  in  your 
application,  and  the  Board  caused  an  examination  of  the  locality  to  be 
made  by  one  of  its  engineers  and  samples  of  water  from  some  of  the 
test  wells  and  from  Bateman's  Pond  and  Spencer  Brook,  two  surface 
water  sources  in  the  neighborhood,  to  be  analyzed.  The  results  of  the 
analyses  were  sent  to  your  engineer. 

Since  that  time  a  filter  has  been  constructed  for  the  purification  of  the 
water  of  Bateman's  Pond,  which  is  now  being  used  as  the  source  of  water 
supply  of  the  school.  The  water-shed  of  this  pond  is  uninhabited  except 
at  the  school  buildings,  and  with  all  sewage  from  them  conveyed  out  of 
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the  drainage  area,  the  source  is  not  exposed  at  the  present  time  to  dan* 
ger  of  sewage  pollution.  Analyses  of  this  water  show  that  it  is'  highly 
colored  and  contains  an  excessive  quantity  of  organic  matter  in  the  sum- 
mer season,  but  analyses  of  the  water  after  passing  through  the  filter  show 
that  its  quality  is  greatly  improved,  although  it  has  ocpasionally  a  notice- 
able odor  when  heated.  In  other  respects  the  filtered  water  is  of  good 
quality  for  the  purposes  of  a  domestic  water  supply. 

Pond  waters  containing  large  quantities  of  organic  matter  sometimes 
become  nearly  devoid  of  oxygen  in  the  warmer  portion  of  the  year,  and 
at  such  times  are  difficult  to  purify  by  filtration  in  the  usual  way.  The 
circumstances  are  such,  however,  that  very  little  water  is  required  for  the 
school  in  the  summer  as  compared  with  the  remaining  portion  of  the  year, 
and  by  operating  the  filter  intermittently  and  at  as  low  a  rate  as  possible, 
good  results  may  be  secured  at  all  times  with  the  present  works  if  the  fil- 
ter receives  proper  care  and  the  quantity  of  water  required  by  the  school 
does  not  materially  increase. 

Deerfield  (South  Deerfield  Water  Supply  District). 

June  5, 1902. 
To  the  CommiUee  on  Water  Supply  of  the  Village  of  South  Deerfield. 

Gentlemen: — The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  May 
27,  1902,  an  application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water 
supply  for  the  village  of  South  Deerfield,  to  be  taken  from  Roaring  Brook 
in  Whately  Glen,  accompanied  by  plans  showing  the  proposed  works. 
The  Board  has  considered  these  plans  and  has  caused  the  proposed  source 
of  supply  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and  a  sample  of  the  water  to  be 
analyzed. 

The  results  of  the  analysis  show  that  the  water  is  clear,  colorless  and 
odorless,  and  of  good  quality  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply. 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  observations  have  been  made  of  the  flow  of 
this  stream  in  the  drier  portion  of  a  dry  season,  but,  so  far  as  can  be 
judged  from  the  information  available,  it  is  probable  that  this  source  will 
furnish,  through  the  proposed  works,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  for  the 
village  of  South  Deerfield  at  all  times.  If,  however,  it  should  be  found 
that  the  natural  yield  of  the  source  is  inadequate  for  the  supply  of  the 
village,  the  yield  could  probably  be  increased  without  special  difficulty  by 
the  construction  of  a  storage  reservoir.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Board 
Roaring  Brook  is  an  appropriate  source  of  water  supply  for  the  village  of 
South  Deerfield. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  considerable  numbers  of  people  resort  to  Wbately. 
Glen  in  the  summer  season,  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  intake  of  the  South 
Deerfield  water  works  be  placed  above  the  portion  of  the  glen  frequented 
by  visitors,  to  avoid  danger  of  pollution  of  the  water;  and  the  Board 
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would  advise  that  the  water  be  taken  at  a  point  higher  up  stream  than 
indicated  on  the  plan  submitted.  It  will  also  be  necessary  to  guard 
against  danger  of  pollution  of  the  source  from  any  of  the  buildings  on  this 
water-shed  above  the  glen. 

Plans  have  also  been  submitted  to  this  Board  by  the  town  of  Whately 
for  the  use  of  Roaring  Brook  as  a  source  of  public  water  supply.  The 
population  of  the  town  of  Whately  at  the  present  time  is  small,  and,  while 
the  principal  village  is  situated  at  a  higher  elevation  than  South  Deerfield, 
water  can  be  taken  from  Roaring  Brook  at  a  sufficient  elevation  so  that 
Whately  may  be  supplied  from  this  source  by  gravity. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  Roaring  Brook  is  an  appropriate  source 
of  water  supply  both  for  South  Deerfield  and  Whately,  and,  in  case  the 
yield  of  this  stream  should  at  any  time  pi*ove  inadequate,  it  can  be 
increased  without  special  difficulty  by  the  construction  of  a  storage  reser- 
voir on  the  water-shed.  There  appears  to  be  no  other  equally  appropriate 
source  of  water  supply  for  these  towns  or  either  of  them. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that,  if  the  right 
to  take  a  water  supply  from  Roaring  Brook  shall  be  granted  to  South 
Deerfield,  the  town  of  Whately  should  not  be  excluded  from  taking  a 
supply  of  water  from  this  source  if  it  should  desire  to  do  so. 

Not.  6, 1002. 

To  Messrs.  J.  B.  Bridges,  P.  W.  Newell.  C.  F.  Billings,  Board  of  Water  Com- 
missioners of  the  South  Deerfield  Water  Supply  District. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Oct. 
23,  1902,  a  communication  relative  to  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Board 
to  the  taking  of  the  waters  of  Roaring  Brook  and  its  tributaries  in  Deer- 
field and  in  Whately  as  a  source  of  water  supply  for  the  South  Deerfield 
Water  Supply  District,  and  for  the  approval  of  the  location  of  a  proposed 
dam  and  reservoir  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  486  of  the  Acts  of  the 
year  1902,  and  soon  afterward  plans  were  received  showing  the  proposed 
location  of  a  dam  and  reser^^oir  on  Roaring  Brook. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and, 
having  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plans,  hereby  consents  to  the 
taking  by  the  South  Deerfield  Water  Supply  District,  as  a  source  of  water 
supply,  of  the  waters  of  Roaring  Brook  at  a  point  shown  upon  a  plan 
entitled  '.*  Map  of  Whately  Glen  and  Vicinity,  including  Site  of  Proposed 
Reservoir  for  South  Deerfield  Water  Works ;  scale,  100  feet  to  an  inch, 
Clapp  &  Abercrombie,  Engineers,  Greenfield,  Mass.,"  filed  in  the  office 
of  this  Board  Oct.  24,  1902,  and  approves  the  location  of  the  dam  and 
reservoir  shown  upon  the  said  plan. 
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Everett. 

Dbc.  4.  1903. 
To  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  City  of  EvereU. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Septem* 
ber  30  a  request  for  an  analysis  of  the  water  of  a  drinking  fountain  in  the 
city  of  Everett,  supplied  from  a  spring  located  near  the  comer  of  Church  and 
Linden  streets,  and  in  response  to  your  request  has  caused  the  conditions 
about  the  spring  to  be  examined  and  samples  of  the  water  to  be  analyzed. 
The  results  of  the  analyses  show  that  the  water  is  clear,  colorless  and 
odorless,  and  contains  but  little  organic  matter,  but  has  evidently  been  at 
some  time  greatly  polluted  by  sewage,  though  at  the  time  these  examina- 
tions were  made  the  water  was  being  well  purified  in  its  passage  through 
the  ground  before  entering  the  spring.  In  the  state  in  which  it  was  found 
at  the  time  these  analyses  were  made  the  water  of  this  spring  is  probably 
safe  for  drinking.  The  danger  in  the  use  of  such  water  for  drinking  is 
that  a  change  in  circumstances  attending  its  pollution  may  result  in  imper- 
fectly purified  water  finding  its  way  to  the  spring,  and,  even  if  frequent 
analyses  of  the  source  should  be  made,  such  deterioration  might  not  be 
detected  in  season  to  prevent  harmful  results  from  the  use  of  the  water. 
Water  from  the  metropolitan  works  is  available  for  the  supply  of  this 
fountain,  and  under  the  circumstances  the  Board  would  advise  that  the 
use  of  the  spring  in  question  as  a  source  of  drinking  water  supply  should 
be  discontinued. 

Framinoham  (The  Dennison  Manufacturing  Company). 

Aua.  7,  1902. 

To  Mr.  Charles  S.  Dennison,  Treasurer  Dennison  Manufacturifig  Company^ 

Boston,  Mass, 

Dear  Sir  :  —  In  response  to  your  request  of  June  6  for  a  further 
examination  of  the  water  of  the  driven  well  at  your  factory  at  South 
Framingham,  the  Board  has  caused  two  samples  of  the  water  to  be  ana- 
lyzed, one  on  June  16  and  another  on  July  24.  Comparing  these  results 
with  the  results  of  an  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  collected  on  Aug. 
30,  1901,  it  is  found  that  there  has  been  a  marked  change  in  the  quantity 
of  iron  present  in  the  water,  the  quantity  present  in  the  sample  collected 
in  1901  being  excessive,  while  in  the  two  samples  recently  collected  the 
quantity  of  iron  found  was  insignificant.  The  presence  of  the  iron  in  the 
sample  collected  last  year  rendered  the  water  turbid  and  colored,  while  at 
the  present  time  the  water  is  clear  and  colorless.  In  other  respects  the 
recent  analyses  show  no  material  change  in  the  quality  of  the  water  from 
its  condition  at  the  previous  time. 

As  stated  last  year,  this  water  is  not  a  desirable  drinking  water,  though 
it  cannot  be  considered  in  its  present  state  unsafe  for  drinking.     If  this 
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water  is  to  be  used  for  drinking  it  should  be  analyzed  from  time  to  time 
iu  order  that  its  use  may  be  discontinued  if  deterioration  in  its  quality 
occurs. 

Frank  Lix. 

Mat  1. 1902. 
To  William  J.  Whiting,  Esq.f  Franklin^  Mass, 

Dear  Sir:  —  In  response  to  your  application  of  April  23  for  advice 
with  reference  to  the  quality  of  the  water  of  a  well  located  on  the 
McCarthy  Street  extension  in  Franklin,  the  Board  has  caused  the  well  and 
its  surroundings  to  be  examined  and  a  sample  of  the  water  to  be  analyzed. 

The  results  of  the  analysis  show  that  the  water  of  the  well  is  grossly 
polluted  by  sewage,  apparently  derived  from  the  sink  drains  and  privies  in 
its  neighborhood. 

The  Board  would  advise  that  further  use  of  water  from  this  well  for 
drinking  or  cooking  be  prevented. 

Gloucester. 

Mat  15, 1902. 
To  the  Water  Commissuyners  of  the  City  of  Oloucester, 

Gentlemen  :  — The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  May  3, 
1902,  an  application  requesting  the  advice  of  the  Board  as  to  the  treat- 
ment of  the  bottom  of  the  new  Ilaskeirs  Pond  basin  at  West  Glouces- 
ter, now  being  constructed  for  the  storage  of  water  for  the  supply  of 
the  citv  of  Gloucester. 

You  state  that  the  bottom  is  covered  with  mud  to  a  depth  of  from  a  few 
inches  to  several  feet,  and  you  request  advice  as  to  whether,  if  the  sides 
of  the  reservoir  should  be  grubbed  and  cleaned  some  15  or  20  feet  below 
the  flow  line  and  the  bottom  not  disturbed,  the  preparation  of  the  reser- 
voir for  the  storage  of  water  would  be  sufficient. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir,  which  is  now  exposed 
and  well  drained,  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and  has  considered  the 
information  presented  as  to  the  conditions  existing  in  this  reservoir  and  the 
experience  with  other  storage  reservoirs  in  the  State.  It  appears  that 
the  portions  of  the  Haskell's  Pond  Reser\'oir  which  formed  the  bottom  of 
the  old  pond,  containing  about  25  acres,  are  covered  with  mud  or  peat 
containing  a  great  quantity  of  vegetable  matter.  W^hile  this  matter  would 
be  covered  with  water  at  all  times  to  a  depth  of  several  feet,  even  when 
the  reservoir  is  drawn  down  to  the  lowest  level  to  which  it  is  likely  to  be 
drawn,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that,  if  the  reservoir  should  be  con- 
structed leaving  this  portion  of  the  bottom  as  it  now  is,  the  water  would 
be  very  unfavorably  affected  thereby. 

On  account  of  the  depth  of  this  matenal  it  is  not  practicable  to  remove 
it,  but  it  could  %be  covered  w^ith  sand  or  gravel  from  the  adjacent  slopes  of 
the  reservoir  so  as  to  prevent  the  water  from  coming  in  contact  with  it 
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when  the  reservoir  is  filled.  If  this  material  shoolU  be  covered  to  a  depth 
of  one  foot,  and  the  stumps  removed  from  the  slopes  of  the  reservoir,  the 
Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  water  furnished  by  this  source  would  be  of 
much  better  quality  than  if  the  bottom  should  be  left  in  its  present  state, 
though  the  water  might  at  times  have  a  noticeable  taste  and  odor. 

Greenfield  (Wiley  &  Russell  Manltactltiing  Company). 

Aug.  7, 1902. 

To  Mr.  Charles  P.  Russell,  President  and  Treasurer  of  the  Wiley  &  RtisseU 

Manufacturing  Company,  Qrcenfield,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  In  response  to  your  request  for  advice  as  to  the  quality  of 
the  water  of  a  spring  on  the  hillside  in  the  rear  of  your  factory  at  Green- 
field, which  is  used  for  drinking  purposes  in  the  factory,  the  Board  has 
caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  and  a  sample  of  water  from  the  spring 
to  be  analyzed. 

The  results  of  the  analysis  show  that  the  water  is  soft  and  in  other 
respects  of  good  quality  for  drinking  purposes,  and  an  examination  of  the 
surroundings  of  the  spring  does  not  show  at  the  present  time  any  condi- 
tion which  threatens  serious  pollution  of  the  spring.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  Board  the  water  is  safe  for  drinking. 

Hadley. 

March  6,  1902. 

To  John  J.  Sullivan,  Daniel  O'Connell,  Jr.,  and  John  J.  Eirkpatrick, 

Hadley,  Mass, 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Feb- 
ruary 15  an  application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water  sup- 
ply for  the  town  of  Hadley,  to  be  taken  from  Pratt's  Pond  on  Hart's  Brook 
in  the  south-easterly  part  of  the  town,  and  has  caused  the  source  and  its 
surroundings  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer  and  samples  of  the  water  to 
be  analyzed. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  show  that  the  water  at  the  time  this  examina- 
tion was  made  was  soft  and  had  but  little  color,  and  that  the  quantity  of 
organic  matter  present  was  small.  An  examination  of  the  water-shed 
shows,  however,  that  this  brook  is  exposed  to  pollution  at  the  present  time 
from  a  house  and  stable  near  the  shore  of  Pratt's  Pond  and  from  a  State 
fish  hatchery  located  at  a  pond  on  the  stream  a  short  distance  above  the 
proposed  source.  The  danger  of  pollution  from  the  farm  buildings  could 
probably  be  avoided  by  moving  the  barn  to  a  new  location  south  of  the 
highway  and  providing  a  suitable  method  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage 
from  the  house.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  practicable,  however,  to  prevent 
danger  of  pollution  from  the  fish  hatchery  as  carried  on  at  present,  and 
the  Board  does  not  at  present  advise  the  use  of  Hart's  Brpok  as  a  source 
of  public  water  supply  for  Hadley. 
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winter  and  spring  can  be  greatly  reduced,  and  most  of  the  water  of  this 
source  kept  for  use  in  the  drier  portion  of  the  year. 

The  water  of  Accord  Brook,  on  account  of  its  high  color  and  the  large 
quantity  of  organic  matter  which  it  contains  during  much  of  the  year, 
would  be  very  objectionable  for  domestic  uses  if  supplied  directly  to  con- 
sumers. This  source,  however,  appears  to  be  the  most  available  of  the 
sources  which  might  be  used  for  an  additional  water  supply  for  Ilingham 
if  its  waters  can  be  rendered  satisfactory. 

The  plan  now  proposed  for  conveying  this  water  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Fulling  Mill  Pond,  and  purifying  it  there  by  filtration  through  the  exten- 
sive natural  beds  of  sand  and  gravel  found  in  this  region,  appears  to  be  the 
best  that  it  is  practicable  to  adopt,  and  by  this  plan  it  is  likely  that  water 
of  good  quality  for  all  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply  can  be 
obtained  at  reasonable  expense.  The  proposed  plan  also  makes  provision 
for  conveying  the  water  of  Accord  Pond  to  the  same  locality  and  purifying 
it  by  filtration  at  times  when  the  quality  of  the  water  is  objectionable,  and 
there  appears  to  be  no  better  way  of  rendering  the  water  of  this  source 
satisfactory  to  consumers. 

The  plan  suggested  by  you  of  distributing  the  water  in  trenches  paral- 
lel to  the  main  feeder  of  Fulling  Mill  Pond,  and  allowing  it  to  filter  through 
the  ground  to  the  stream,  could  probably  be  made  to  give  satisfactory 
results,  and  the  cost  of  the  trenches  would  be  small.  It  would  not  be  a 
diflScult  matter,  however,  to  prepare  filter-beds  by  levelling  off  some  of  the 
lands  south  or  west  of  Fulling  Mill  Pond,  which  are  well  situated  for  the 
purpose,  upon  which  the  waters  of  Accord  Brook  or  Accord  Pond  could  be 
delivered  by  gravity.  The  cost  of  prepared  areas  would  not  very  mate- 
rially increase  the  cost  of  the  works,  and  by  the  use  of  such  areas  it  would 
be  practicable  to  regulate  the  rates  of  filtration  more  definitely,  and  observe 
and  control  the  results  more  closely,  than  would  be  the  case  if  trenches 
should  be  used.  The  Board  would  advise  that  an  area  of  this  kind  be 
prepared  in  the  beginning  and  operated  for  a  time,  and  the  results  carefully 
observed  for  use  in  further  development  of  the  filtration  works.  At  the 
same  time  trenches  might  be  operated  as  proposed  and  similar  observations 
made  upon  that  method  of  purifying  the  water.  It  is  important  that  the 
filters  for  the  purification  of  water  be  operated  intermittently,  and  the  sur- 
face of  the  beds  allowed  to  become  exposed  to  the  air  for  a  considerable 
time  as  often  as  once  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  filter-galleries,  reser- 
voirs and  other  works  for  collecting  filtered  water  near  Fulling  Mill  Pond 
should  be  placed  at  a  sufiSciently  low  level  to  prevent  danger  that  any  of 
the  water  may  escape  into  the  pond. 

It  is  very  important,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  that  the  filtered  water, 
whether  from  trenches  or  filter-beds,  be  collected  and  stored  in  covered 
galleries  or  reservoirs,  since  otherwise  it  is  liable  to  deteriorate  and  become 
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objectionable  on  account  of  the  presence  of  organisms  which  are  apt  to 
appear  in  great  numbers  in  ground  waters  exposed  to  light. 

The  plan  in  general  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  an  appropriate  and 
satisfactory  one  for  improving  and  increasing  the  water  supply  of  Hing- 
ham  and  Hull,  and,  when  further  details  of  the  plan  of  filtering  the  water 
have  been  prepared,  the  Board  will  give  you  further  advice  if  you  so 
request.  In  preparing  such  details  of  filtration  areas  it  is  desirable  that  the 
character  of  the  soil  and  depth  of  the  ground  water  be  determined  by 
means  of  test  pits. 

HOLYOKE. 

Mat  15,  19Q2. 
To  the  Water  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Holyoke, 

Gentlemen  :  —  In  response  to  your  application,  received  May  8,  request- 
ing an  examination  of  the  water  of  Ashley  Pond  to  determine  the  cause  of 
the  present  very  unpleasant  odor,  the  Board  has  caused  the  pond  and  its 
surroundings  to  be  examined,  and  samples  of  water  collected  from  many 
places  in  the  pond  to  be  examined  microscopically. 

The  results  of  the  examination  show  that  Uroglena\  an  organism  which 
has  been  known  to  cause  very  disagreeable  tastes  and  odors  in  other  ponds 
and  reservoirs,  was  present  in  large  numbers  in  the  water  of  Wright  Pond 
at  the  time  this  examination  was  made,  and  the  disagreeable  taste  and 
odor  complained  of  by  those  to  whom  this  water  is  supplied  are  doubtless 
caused  by  the  presence  of  this  organism. 

The  Board  is  unable  to  advise  you  as  to  any  practicable  method  of  pre- 
venting the  appearance  and  growth  of  such  organisms  in  ponds,  but,  since 
it  appears  probable  that  the  organism  is  not  always  present  in  both  of  the 
ponds  at  the  same  time,  it  is  desirable  to  provide  some  metho<l  by  which 
water  may  be  drawn  directly  from  Ashley  Pond  if  found  desirable,  and  the 
water  of  Wright  Pond  kept  from  mingling  with  it.  It  is  also  desirable 
that  provision  be  made  so  that  water  may  be  drawn  directly  from  the 
Manhan  River  for  the  supply  of  the  city  when  the  quality  of  the  water  of 
the  ponds  is  objectionable. 

Nov.  6.  1902. 

To  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Holyoke,  Mr.  A.  E.  Pickup, 

Beglstrar, 

Gentlemen: — The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  vou  in  June 
last  the  following  communication,  requesting  information  as  to  the  advisa- 
bility of  allowing  fishing  in  the  ponds  and  reser\'oirs  of  the  Holyoke  water 
works :  — 

I  am  directed  by  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  water  commissioners  to  request 
your  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  it  is  advisable  to  allow  fishing  from  boats  on 
the  ponds  or  reservoirs  of  the  city's  water  supply  three  days  a  week,  under  the 
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supeirision  of  the  water  department ;  also  if  it  is  advisable  to  allow  fishing  from 
the  shores  of  same. 

Would  also  request  information  as  to  what  the  results  have  been  from  allowing 
fishing  firom  boats  at  South  Framingham  reservoir,  and  if  it  is  the  custom  through* 
out  the  State  to  allow  such  fishing  on  domestic  water  supplies. 

Can  you  inform  me  whether  there  are  any  fish  we  can  get  to  put  in  the  reser- 
voirs that  will,  through  time,  drive  out  the  so-called  mud  fish  P 

The  city  of  Holyoke  has  wisely  secured  control  of  the  water-sheds  of  the  ' 
main  reservoirs  from  which  its  water  supply  is  drawn,  and  has  removed  all 
possible  sources  of  sewage  pollution  therefrom.  If  unrestricted  fishing 
shall  DOW  be  allowed  in  the  reservoirs,  and  considerable  numbers  of  people 
resort  to  the  reservoirs  for  this  purpose,  there  is  a  liability  that  the  water 
supply  may  be  polluted  and  serious  injury  result  to  the  health  of  some  of 
those  who  use  the. water  for  drinking.  It  is  possible,  however,  that  a 
limited  number  of  persons  might  be  allowed  to  fish  in  the  reservoirs,  either 
from  boats  or  the  shore,  under  proper  restrictions,  and  with  suitable 
inspection  under  the  direction  of  the  water  department,  without  danger 
of  harmful  results  to  the  health  of  the  people  of  the  city.  It  would  be 
advisable,  however,  even  then,  that  fishing  should  not  be  allowed  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  place  or  places  from  which  water  is  drawn  for  the 
supply  of  the  city. 

Whether  the  removal  of  fish  from  the  reservoirs  would  have  an  effect  on 
the  quality  of  the  water  the  Board  is  unable  to  advise  you  definitely,  but 
BO  far  as  now  known  the  removal  of  considerable  numbers  of  the  larger 
fish  found  in  such  reservoirs  is  not  likely  to  have  an  unfavorable  effect 
upon  the  quality  of  the  water. 

Regarding  the  custom  throughout  the  State  as  to  allowing  fishing  in 
domestic  water  supplies,  inquiry  by  the  Board  shows  that  of  40  places 
from  which  information  has  been  obtained,  unrestricted  fishing  is  permitted 
in  18,  while  in  the  remaining  22  places  there  are  restrictions ;  of  the  22 
places  in  which  fishing  is  restricted,  it  appears  that  the  restrictions  in  4 
places  are  made  and  enforced  by  the  fish  and  game  commission,  the  ponds 
having  been  stocked  by  that  commission ;  in  7  of  the  remaining  18  places 
no  fishing  whatever  is  allowed,  while  in  2  places  fishing  is  not  allowed  in 
some  of  the  reservoirs  but  is  permitted  in  others ;  at  1  place  no  fishing  is 
allowed  within  500  feet  of  the  point  from  which  water  is  drawn,  and  in  4 
other  places  where  there  are  restrictions  fishing  is  permitted  at  all  times. 
Of  the  22  places  in  which  fishing  is  restricted,  a  written  permit  to  fish  is 
required  in  5  places. 

In  reply  to  your  last  question,  it  is  not  likely,  so  far  as  the  Board  is  now 
informed,  that  there  is  any  kind  of  fish  which,  if  plabed  in  your  reservoirs, 
will  drive  out  the  perch  and  sun-fish,  which  you  designate  as  mud  fish. 
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The  average  daily  coDsumption  of  water  by  the  city  was  less  in  1901 
than  in  the  three  previous  years,  and  less  than  in  the  year  when  the  filter 
was  constructed,  but  in  the  first  four  months  of  the  present  year  the  records 
of  the  quantity  of  water  used  have  shown  a  marked  increase  over  previous 
years.  The  city  of  Lawrence  is  increasing  rapidly  in  population,  and  the 
causes  which  have  operated  to  prevent  a  material  increase  in  the  use  of 
water  during  the  past  ten  years  are  unlikely  to  continue  to  prevent  an 
increase  in  the  quantity  of  water  used  by  the  city  in  the  future.  A  rapid 
increase  in  quantity  used,  keeping  pace  fully  with  the  increase  in  popu* 
lation,  must  now  be  provided  for. 

It  appears  that  for  a  period  of  many  days  during  the  past  winter  the 
consumption  of  water  in  the  city  was  greater  than  the  capacity  of  the  filter, 
and  that  the  quantity  of  water  stored  in  the  reservoir  was  for  several  days 
nearly  exhausted.  It  is  evident  that  the  capacity  of  the  filter  under 
present  conditions  is  not  sufficient  foF  the  present  requirements  of  the  city 
at  times  in  the  winter  season. 

If  the  filter  should  be  divided  into  three  sections  as  proposed  tliere 
appear  to  be  some  advantages  that  would  result  in  the  management  of  the 
filter ;  but  these  advantages  would  probably  all  be  secured  by  covering  the 
filter.  Any  increase  in  capacity  expected  to  result  from  dividing  the  filter 
would  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  be  of  material  value ;  but  your 
experience  of  last  winter  points  directly  to  the  necessity  of  your  proceeding 
immediately  to  have  it  covered,  thus  relieving  it  of  the  obstnictions  of  ice 
and  snow  and  of  freezing  weather,  and  enabling  you  to  keep  it  free  from 
obstructing  sediment  upon  the  surface,  and  to  maintain,  as  near  as  practi- 
cable, the  condition  existing  during  the  summer.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Board  it  is  essential  that  this  be  done  immediately,  to  secure  a  sufficient 
supply  of  water  through  the  coming  winter. 

When  the  present  filter  was  constructed  it  was  not  expected  that  it 
would  serve  the  city  without  an  addition  when  the  population  of  the  city 
became  as  great  as  at  present,  but  you  have  been  unusually  successful  in 
keeping  down  the  consumption  of  water  by  your  meter  system  and  by  the 
good  work  that  has  been  put  into  the  pipe  system  to  prevent  leaks.  Even 
under  these  conditions  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  safe  to 
expect  that  exigencies  may  not  occur,  like  a  succession  of  fires  in  winter 
requiring  an  unusual  draft  of  water,  which  will  overtax  the  present  filter 
and  exhaust  the  reserve  in  the  reservoir  by  the  time  a  new  filter  can  be 
constructed. 

The  Board  would  therefore  advise  that  you  proceed  at  once  to  make 
surveys,  prepare  plans  and  construct  another  filter  west  of  the  present 
filter,  as  proposed  in  the  original  plan.  The  new  filter  should  have  an 
area  of  as  much  as  two  acres  and  consist  of  two  separate  beds,  with  pro- 
vision for  further  extension  up  the  river  in  the  future.  It  is  not  probable 
that  the  new  filter  can  be  completed  the  present  year,  but  the  old  filter,  if 
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covered,  will  alone  serve  through  the  comiug  winter  until  the  new  filter 

can  be  completed. 

When  you  have  prepared  plans  for  covering  the  present  filter  or  for 

constructing  the  new  filter  the  Board  will,  upon  application,  advise  you 

concerning  them. 

Aug.  7,  1902. 

To  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Lawrence^  Mass, 

Gentlemen:  —  In  response  to  a  request  for  advice  from  the  Lawrence 
water  board  in  regard  to  building  two  dividing  walls  in  the  Lawrence 
filter,  the  State  Board  of  Health,  under  date  of  May  15,  1902,  advised  as 
follows,  viz. :  — 

It  ap]>ears  that  for  a  period  of  many  days  during  the  past  winter  the  consump- 
tion of  water  in  the  city  was  greater  than  the  capacity  of  the  filter,  and  that  the 
quantity  of  water  stored  in  the  reservoir  was  for  several  days  nearly  exhausted. 
It  is  evident  that  the  capacity  of  the  filter  under  present  conditions  is  not  sufiicient 
for  the  present  requirements  of  the  city  at  times  in  the  winter  season. 

If  the  filter  should  be  divided  into  three  sections  as  proposed  there  appear  to  be 
some  advantages  that  would  result  in  the  management  of  the  filter ;  but  these 
advantages  would  probably  all  be  secured  by  covering  the  filter.  Any  increase 
in  capacity  expected  to  result  from  dividing  the  filter  would  not,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Board,  be  of  material  value ;  but  your  experience  of  last  winter  points 
directly  to  the  necessity  of  your  proceeding  immediately  to  have  it  covered,  thus 
relieving  it  of  the  obstrucdons  of  ice  and  snow  and  of  freezing  weather,  and 
enabling  you  to  keep  it  &ee  from  obstructing  sediment  upon  the  surface,  and  to 
maintain,  as  near  as  practicable,  the  condition  existing  during  the  summer.  In 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  it  is  essential  that  this  be  done  immediately,  to  secure  a 
sufficient  supply  of  water  through  the  coming  winter. 

This  Board  now  learns  with  regret  that  upon  request  of  the  water  board 
the  city  government  authorized  it  to  build  the  dividing  walls,  but  took  no 
action  that  will  protect  the  citizens  from  drinking  the  polluted  water  of  the 
river  next  winter. 

The  proposition  to  build  the  walls  was  urged  by  the  water  board  upon 
the  ground  that  the  pumps  could  be  kept  running  and  drawing  from  two- 
thirds  of  the  filter  while  one-third  was  being  scraped. 

By  the  records  received  from  the  water  board  it  appears  that  during  the 
cold  months  of  January  and  February  of  last  winter,  when  the  filter  could 
not  supply  the  quantity  of  water  drawn  by  the  city,  the  quantity  of  water 
pumped  on  all  of  the  days  when  the  beds  were  scraped  was  less  by  3.4  per 
cent,  of  the  supply  of  the  two  months  than  if  those  days  had  supplied  the 
average  amount. 

During  these  two  months  the  actual  times  when  pumping  was  stopped, 
on  the  days  when  beds  were  scraped,  was  twenty-eight  hours  and  forty 
minutes,  which  is  2  per  cent,  of  the  time  of  these  two  months ;  but  dur- 
ing the  time  of  scraping  the  smaller  pump  was  run  a  larger  proportion 
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of  the  time  than  ordinary,  so  that  the  total  stopping  was  the  equivalent  of 
forty-one  houre  and  eleven  minutes  of  the  large  or  low-service  pumps  at 
their  ordinary  capacity  and  ordinary  running. 

If  the  two  proposed  dividing  walls  had  been  in  at  that  time  the  pumping 
could  have  been  continued  at  two-thirds  the  ordinary  capacity  of  the  low- 
service  pumps  for  forty-one  hours  and  eleven  minutes  more  time  in  the 
two  months  tlian  it  was  continued,  or  the  equivalent  of  running  the 
ordinary  capacity  twenty-seven  hours  and  twenty-seven  minutes  longer  in 
the  fifty-nine  days  of  fourteen  hundred  and  sixteen  hours,  or  2  per  cent, 
more  time  for  pumping  would  have  been  gained ;  but  the  two  dividing 
walls  will  displace  about  1  per  cent,  of  the  sand  of  the  filter  and  decrease 
the  filtering  capacity  to  this  extent,  hence,  if  the  walls  had  been  in  last 
winter,  with  the  same  intelligence  that  then  managed  the  filter,  only  1  per 
cent,  more  water  could  have  been  pumped  than  was  pumped. 

The  actual  amount  of  water  supplied  by  the  filter  and  pumped  to  the 
resei-voir  last  February  was,  according  to  the  records  received  from  the 
water  board,  5  per  cent,  less  than  the  quantity  of  water  drawn  from 
the  reservoir  by  the  city.  By  the  last  census  it  appeared  that  the  popu- 
lation of  the  city  was  increasing  3.6  per  cent,  per  year,  and  the  records 
given  us  by  the  water  board  show  the  increase  in  water  pumped  the  last 
twelve  mouths  has  been  8  per  cent,  over  the  previous  twelve  months. 

With  this  data  you  will  sec  that  no  dependence  in  preserving  the  health 
and  lives  of  the  citizens  is  to  be  placed  upon  an  expedient  having  so 
insignificant  an  advantage. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  again  point  out  the  great  destruction  to  health  and 
life  that  will  result  if  the  unfiltered  water  is  pumped  into  your  reservoir, 
which  has  been  so  clearly  presented  to  you  by  our  representative  in  person ; 
but  for  the  preservation  of  the  health  and  the  lives  of  your  citizens  this 
Board  earnestly  repeats  its  advice  that  the  filter  be  immediately  covered. 

Leominster. 

Nov.  6, 1902. 
To  the  Leominster  WcUer  Board,  Mr.  W.  Howard  Chase,  Chairman, 

Gentle^ien:  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  June  9 
last  a  communication  stating  that  complaint  was  being  made  regarding  the 
quality  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  town  from  Fall  Brook  Reservoir,  and 
requesting  the  Board  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  trouble  and  advise 
you  concerning  it. 

In  response  to  this  request  the  Board  has  caused  the  source  to  be  exam- 
ined during  the  past  summer  and  samples  of  the  water  collected  from 
various  parts  of  the  reservoir  to  be  analyzed,  and  has  examined  the  results 
of  numerous  analyses  of  the  water  of  this  source  made  since  the  reservoir 
was  completed  in  the  latter  part  of  1896. 

An  examination  of  the  results  of  all  of  the  chemical  analyses  made  since 
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the  reservoir  was  completed  shows  that  the  color  of  the  water  and  the 
quantity  of  organic  and  mineral  matter  present  were  greatest  in  the  first 
year  after  the  completion  of  the  reservoir,  much  less  in  the  second  year 
than  in  the  first  year,  and  there  was  a  somewhat  further  decrease  in  the 
third  year.  Since  that  time  the  color  and  the  quantity  of  organic  matter 
have  remained  nearly  constant,  and  no  marked  increase  has  been  noted 
thus  far  during  the  present  year.  The  results  of  microscopical  analyses 
of  the  water  do  not  show  that  a  matenally  greater  number  of  organisms 
was  present  during  the  past  winter  and  spring,  when  the  quality  of  the 
water  was  objectionable,  than  in  previous  years.  They  show,  however, 
that  the  water  contains  at  times  considerable  numbers  of  certain  micro- 
scopic organisms,  which  have  been  known  to  cause  disagreeable  tastes  and 
odors  in  the  water  of  ponds  and  reservoirs.  The  disagreeable  taste  and 
odor  complained  of  during  the  past  winter  and  spring  were  probably  due 
in  the  early  part  of  the  winter  to  the  presence  of  the  organism  Dinobryon^ 
during  March  and  April  to  the  organism  Uroglena^  and  in  May  to  the 
organism  Andbceyia.  All  of  the  organisms  mentioned  are  likely  to  impart 
to  water  a  disagreeable  taste  and  odor. 

The  cause  of  the  presence  of  such  organisms  in  water  is  not  known,  but 
they  are  present  often  in  great  abundance  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  in  the 
waters  of  some  ponds  and  reservoirs,  especially  in  reservoirs  from  which 
the  soil  and  organic  matter  were  not  removed  before  flowing.  Fall  Brook 
Reservoir,  however,  was  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  storage  of  water  by 
the  removal  of  soil  and  organic  matter  from  its  sides  and  bottom,  and  by 
covering  with  sand  and  gravel  the  deposit  of  peaty  soil  found  in  a  portion 
of  the  bottom,  which  was  so  deep  that  it  was  not  feasible  to  remove  it. 

The  reservoir  has  not  been  drawn  off  since  it  was  first  filled,  so  that  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir,  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  the  gravel  filling  remains  in  place,  has  not  been  practicable ;  but 
numerous  careful  soundings  of  the  bottom  in  the  area  covered  with  gi*avel, 
which  is  definitely  outlined  upon  a  plan  on  file  at  this  oflSce,  show  that  the 
gravel  covering  is  still  in  place,  at  least  in  all  those  portions  of  this  area 
examined,  and  there  is  no  evidence  from  this  examination  that  it  had 
settled  into  the  peaty  matter  or  that  the  latter  comes  in  contact  with  the 
water  at  any  place.  Samples  of  water  collected  from  the  bottom  of  the 
reservoir  in  places  where  the  peat  had  been  covered  with  gravel  were  found 
by  analysis  to  be  of  about  the  same  quality  as  the  samples  collected  at  the 
surface  in  various  parts  of  the  pond. 

The  quantity  of  organic  matter  present  in  the  water  of  this  reser\'oir,  as 
shown  by  the  albuminoid  ammonia,  has  never  been  excessive,  and  the 
quality  of  the  supply  has  been — except  during  short  periods — satisfactory 
since  the  reservoir  was  first  used.  Troubles  like  that  which  occurred  dur- 
ing the  past  winter  and  spring  are  likely  to  continue  to  occur  at  times  in 
the  future,  bat  it  is  unlikely,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  present  infor- 
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matioD,  that  such  troables  will  be  serious  or  long  continued,  and  the  use  ' 
of  drinking  water  containing  such  organisms  is  not  known  to  be  injorioos 
to  health. 

Lexington. 

July  3, 1902. 

To  the  CommiUee  on  Water  Suj)ply  of  the  Town  of  Lexington^  A.  E.  Scott, 

Chairman. 

Gentlemen: — The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  appli- 
cation for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  additional  water  supply  for 
the  town  of  Lexington,  in  which  you  give  the  following  outline  of  your 
proposed  plan :  — 

It  is  proposed  to  obtain  an  additional  supply  of  water  from  10  to  15  wells  driven 
in  the  meadow  between  our  present  wells  Nos.  1  and  2  and  No.  6,  pumping  these 
wells  when  the  water  is  required  into  our  new  receiving  basin. 

It  is  believed  that  the  water  obtained  from  this  source  will  enable  us  to  stop  the 
nse  of  wells  Nos.  1  and  2  during  the  winter  and  spring  months,  when  the  water 
of  those  wells  is  discolored. 

We  are  not  expecting  great  results  during  a  dry  season. 

You  also  submit  the  results  of  a  test  made  by  pumping  from  test  wells 
at  the  place  indicated  in  your  application,  from  which  it  appears  that 
water  was  pumped  from  14  wells,  having  an  average  depth  of  about  27 
feet,  at  a  rate  of  125,000  gallons  per  day,  from  March  25  to  April  7,  dur- 
ing which  period  the  ground  water  in  the  vicinity  of  the  test  wells  was 
lowered  about  24  feet. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  of  the  new  wells  to  be  examined  by 
its  engineer,  has  caused  samples  of  water  collected  from  the  test  wells 
from  time  to  time,  during  the  pumping  test  referred  to,  to  be  analyzed, 
and  has  considered  the  information  available  as  to  the  yield  of  your  present 
sources  of  supply  and  the  quality  of  their  waters.  Water  collected  from 
the  tubular  test  wells  during  the  pumping  test  was  clear,  nearly  colorless 
and  odorless  and  otherwise  of  excellent  quality  for  the  purposes  of  a  public 
water  supply.  On  account  of  the  deep  layer  of  peat  upon  the  surface  of 
the  ground  in  which  these  wells  are  driven,  and  the  comparatively  stnall 
depth  of  the  wells,  there  is  danger  that  this  water  would  deteriorate  and 
become  affected  by  an  excess  of  iron  and  organic  matter,  which  would 
render  it  objectionable  for  some  domestic  uses,  if  these  wells  should  be 
used  continuously  as  sources  of  water  supply  for  Lexington. 

The  quantity  of  water  drawn  from  the  wells  during^ the  pumping  test, 
which  amounted  to  about  125,000  gallons  per  day,  probably  represents  the 
maximum  amount  of  water  which  it  is  possible  to  obtain  from  them,  since 
this  test  was  made  in  the  most  favorable  portion  of  the  year  for  obtaining 
a  large  yield  of  ground  water,  and  at  a  time  when  the  rainfall  was  much  in 
excess  of  the  normal.    Even  under  these  conditions  the  water  in  the 
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ground  about  the  wells  was  lowered  so  greatly  that  it  is  doubtful  whether 
the  rate  of  pumping  could  have  been  maintained  for  any  considerable  time 
longer.  Judging  from  the  information  submitted  to  the  Board  relative  to 
the  pumping  test,  and  experience  with  other  similar  sources,  the  quantity 
of  water  obtainable  from  these  wells  in  the  drier  portion  of  the  year  would 
be  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  yield  at  the  time  the  test  was  made,  and, 
as  you  anticipate,  would  not  be  a  material  addition  to  the  quantity  of  water 
that  your  present  sources  will  yield ;  and,  while  the  use  of  these  wells  may 
enable  you  to  avoid  the  use  of  water  from  some  of  the  other  sources  during 
the  wetter  portion  of  the  year,  the  water  of  these  objectionable  sources 
will  have  to  be  used  in  the  drier  portion,  unless  an  adequate  additional 
water  supply  is  obtained.  The  water  of  several  of  your  present  sources  of 
supply  is  objectionable  on  account  of  color,  taste  or  odor,  and  the  water  of 
one  of  these  sources  (Vine  Brook)  cannot  safely  be  used  for  drinking 
unless  properly  filtered.  The  present  ^  complicated  system  of  works  is 
costly  to  maintain,  and  the  experience  of  the  past  two  years  has  shown 
that  the  present  sources  are  inadequate  for  the  supply  of  the  town  in  the 
drier  portion  of  the  year. 

It  is  unlikely,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
good  water  for  the  supply  of  Lexington  can  be  obtained  in  the  valley  of 
Vine  Brook  by  any  further  development  of  the  sources  in  this  valley. 

LtnnfIeld  (J.  F.  Smith). 

Aug.  7, 1902. 
Mr.  J.  F.  Smith,  Lynnfield,  Mass, 

Dear  Sir  :  —  In  response  to  your  application  of  July  2  for  advice  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  water  of  a  spring  situated  near  Lowell  Street,  Lynnfield 
Centre,  from  which  you  propose  to  sell  water  for  drinking,  the  Board  ^as 
caused  the  spring  and  its  surroundings  to  be  examined  and  a  sample  of  the 
water  to  be  analyzed. 

The  results  of  the  analysis  show  that  the  water  is  of  good  quality  for 
drinking,  and  an  examination  of  the  surroundings  shows  that  there  are  no 
buildings  on  the  water-shed  of  the  spring  which  would  be  liable  to  affect 
the  quality  of  its  water. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  this  spring,  under  present  conditions,  is  a 
safe  source  of  drinking  water  supply. 

Manchester. 

July  3, 1002. 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Manchester^  Mr.  William  H.  Allen, 

Secretary. 

Gentlemen: — The  State  Board  of  Health,  in  response  to  your  request 
of  May  3,  has  caused  an  examination  to  be  made  of  the  quality  of  the 
water  of  the  groups  of  wells  from  which  the  Manchester  water  supply  is 
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obtained,  and  has  caused  an  examination  of  the  conditions  about  the  wells 
to  be  made  by  one  of  its  engineers. 

The  water  of  all  the  sources  has  at  some  time  been  polluted  by  sewage, 
but  subsequently  very  thoroughly  purified  in  its  passage  through  the  ground 
before  reaching  the  wells,  and  the  recent  analyses  of  the  water  do  not  show 
any  material  change  in  the  quality  of  the  water  from  pi*eyious  years.  The 
Board  sees  no  reason  for  thinking  that  the  water  of  any  of  the  sources  in 
its  present  state  is  liable  to  be  in  any  way  injurious  to  health  if  used  for 
drinking.  It  is  very  important,  however,  to  prevent  the  deposit  of  sewage 
near  the  wells,  and,  so  far  as  possible,  upon  or  in  the  ground  at  any  place 
from  which  the  ground  water  drains  toward  the  wells,  and  it  is  specially 
important  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  Saw  Mill  Brook  above  the  wells, 
since  it  is  probable  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  water  enters  the  wells 
by  filtration  from  this  brook. 

In  the  course  of  the  recent  in\^8tigation  it  was  found  that  sewage  from 

the  cesspools  of  the  Essex  County  Club  was  overflowing  into  the  stream 

passing  near  the  wells.     The  Board  would  advise  that  provision  be  made 

for  the  purification  of  this  sewage  or  its  discharge  at  some  suitable  place 

where  it  will  not  pollute  the  waters  of  this  brook. 

Dec.  4, 1902. 

To  the  Board  of  Water  Commissianers  of  the  Town  of  Manchester^  Mr.  Nathak  P. 

Meldram,  Chairman. 

Gentlemen  :  — The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  October 
6  an  application  for  advice  relative  to  obtaining  an  additional  water  supply 
for  the  town  from  tubular  wells  in  that  part  of  the  town  known  as  Samuel 
Allen's  meadow,  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  county  road  to  Essex,  and  also 
from  wells  on  the  easterly  side  of  Essex  Street.  The  tests  thus  far  made 
have  consisted  in  sinking  test  wells  in  the  valley  of  Saw  Mill  Brook  on  both 
sides  of  the  road  from  Manchester  to  Essex,  about  one  and  one-half  miles 
north  of  the  village  of  Manchester,  and  the  Board  has  caused  this  region 
to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers  and  samples  of  the  water  from 
several  of  the  test  wells  to  be  analyzed. 

The  wells  are  located  in  meadow  and  swamp  lands  which  are  at  times 
overflowed  with  water,  and  the  soil  found  in  sinking  the  test  wells  con- 
sisted of  a  layer  of  peat  or  muck  at  the  surface  from  2  to  4  feet  in  depth, 
beneath  which  a  stratum  of  clay  was  found  in  all  of  the  wells,  ranging  from 
20  to  50  feet  in  thickness.  Beneath  the  clay  the  wells  enter  coarse  sand 
and  gravel.  Water  flowed  naturally  from  most  of  the  wells  up  to  a  level 
of  about  18  inches  above  the  meadow,  and  could  be  drawn  from  them 
freely  when  pumping  with  a  hand  pump,  and  the  indications  are  that  a 
quantity  of  water  could  be  obtained  from  the  ground  in  this  region  which 
would  foi*m  a  material  addition  to  the  water  supply  of  Manchester. 

The  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  from  six  of  the 
wells  show  that  it  is  turbid  and  quite  highly  colored,  and  contains  so  large 
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a  quantity  of  iron  that  it  would  be  objectionable  for  many  of  the  purposes 
of  a  public  water  supply. 

In  view  of  the  circumstances,  the  Board  does  not  advise  the  town  to 
take  an  additional  water  supply  from  the  ground  in  this  region,  but  would 
advise  that  further  tests  be  made  in  some  other  locality,  with  the  view 
to  obtaining  an  adequate  additional  supply  of  good  water  free  from  an 
excessive  quantity  of  iron. 

MiLFORD. 

Jiuirs  6, 1902. 
To  the  MUford  Water  Company,  Milford,  Mass, 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  May 
7,  1902,  an  application  for  advice  with  reference  to  the  extension  and 
improvement  of  the  water  supply  of  Milford  and  Hopedale,  accompanied 
by  plans  of  proposed  new  works  for  filtering  the  water  of  Charles  River. 

The  plans  submitted  provide  for  constructing  at  the  site  of  present  open 
filter  No.  1  near  the  pumping  station  two  covered  filters,  having  a  com- 
bined area  of  .261  of  an  acre,  and  another  open  filter  to  be  constructed  by 
nnderdraining  the  material  found  near  well  No.  3,  which  you  have  found 
suitable  for  the  purpose.  The  latter  filter  is  to  be  coni^tructed  for  tempo- 
rary use  during  the  building  of  the  covered  masonry  filter,  but  will  be 
retained  for  use  in  the  future  when  necessary. 

The  filtering  material  in  the  proposed  new  covered  filters  is  to  consist  of 

sand  3  feet  3  inches  in  depth,  having  an  effective  size  of  from  .27  to  .35 

of  a  millimeter,  which  is  to  be  thoroughly  underdrained.     The  efiSuent  from 

these  filters  and  from  the  open  filters  is  to  be  discharged  into  well  No.  1, 

which  is  to  be  provided  with  a  tight  bottom  to  prevent  the  entrance  of 

.  groQDd  water.     It  is  understood  that  the  connection  between  well  No.  1 

and  the  conduit  leading  to  well  No.  2  wUl  be  so  arranged  that  water  will 

be  drawn  from  the  conduit  or  well  No.  2  only  when  the  supply  of  filtered 

water  is  less  than  the  quantity  required  for  the  supply  of  the  towns.     Well 

No.  8  will  remain  as  at  present,  being  connected  with  the  pumping  station 

by  a  separate  pipe. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and 
has  carefully  considered  the  plans  and  information  submitted  therewith 
and  the  conditions  affecting  the  water  supply  of  Milford  and  Hopedale. 

The  water-shed  of  the  Charles  River  above  your  present  works  does  not 
contain  a  large  population,  but  the  water  is  affected  by  organic  matter  in 
swamps  on  the  water-shed  and  by  storage  in  the  reser\'oirs,  which  evi- 
dently contain  considerable  quantities  of  such  matter.  The  quality  of  this 
water  has  evidently  been  much  improved  by  filtration  through  the  present 
filters,  and  the  proposed  filters,  if  constructed  in  a  thorough  manner  and 
properly  operated,  are  likely  to  render  this  water  satisfactory  for  all 
domestic  purposes. 
In  connection  with  an  investigation  made  by  this  Board  relative  to  the 
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action  of  water  used  for  the  supply  of  Milford  and  Hopedale  upon  lead 
pipes  in  the  latter  part  of  1899  the  Board  caused  the  wells  and  filters  from 
which  the  supply  was  drawn  to  be  examined,  and,  as  a  result,  it  was  found 
that  the  waters  of  Charles  River  and  of  the  filters  contained  so  small  a 
quantity  of  carbonic  acid  that  these  waters  would  not  be  likely  to  attack 
lead  pipes  to  such  a  degree  as  to  cause  lead  poisoning.  Analyses  of 
the  water  of  well  No.  1,  however,  showed  that  it  contained  ^  very  large 
quantity  of  carbonic  acid,  which  would  undoubtedly  cause  it  to  take  up 
large  quantities  of  lead  in  passing  through  lead  pipes,  and  the  water  of 
well  No.  2,  though  containing  less  carbonic  acid  than  well  No.  1,  still  con- 
tained a  much  larger  quantity  than  was  found  in  the  river  water  or  the 
water  from  the  filters,  and  the  Board  advised  that  you  discontinue  the  use 
of  the  water  of  wells  Nos.  1  and  2. 

It  appears  that  by  the  present  plan  it  is  proposed  to  discontinue  the  use 
of  water  from  well  No.  1,  but  to  continue  the  use  of  water  from  well  No.  2. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  the  use  of  any  water 
from  this  well,  even  though  the  quantity  supplied  may  be  small  as  com- 
pared with  the  total  quantity  used  by  the  towns. 

The  plan,  as  a  whole,  with  the  modification  relative  to  well  No.  2,  is,  in 

the  opinion  of  the  Board,  a  suitable  one  for  improving  the  water  supply 

of  Milford  and  Hopedale. 

Milton. 

Jan.  23,  1902. 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Milton,  Walter  C.  Kite,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

Gentlemen:  —  In  response  to  your  request  of  Dec.  11,  1901,  for  an 
investigation  of  reported  cases  of  lead  poisoning  in  Milton,  the  Board  has 
caused  the  cases  referred  to  to  be  visited  by  its  medical  inspector,  and 
samples  of  the  water  from  the  service  pipes  in  the  houses  where  the  cases 
were  found,  and  from  other  parts  of  the  water  system,  to  be  analyzed. 
The  results  of  the  examinations  thus  far  made  show  seventeen  well-marked 
cases  of  lead  poisoning,  some  of  them  very  severe. 

The  results  of  chemical  analyses  of  the  water  in  the  houses  in  which 
cases  of  lead  poisoning  were  found,  as  well  as  in  many  houses  in  different 
parts  of  the  town  supplied  through  lead  pipes,  show  that  it  contains  an 
excessive  quantity  of  lead,  which  is  evidently  taken  up  by  the  water  in 
passing  through  the  lead  service  pipes  through  which  water  from  the  street 
mains  is  supplied  to  and  distributed  about  the  houses.  Examinations  of 
the  water  supplied  to  Milton  show  that  it  contains  an  excess  of  carbonic 
acid,  which,  acting  upon  the  lead  of  the  pipes,  produces  the  poisonous 
carbonate  of  lead,  —  a  poison  which  slowly  accumulates  in  the  human 
body,  with  very  serious  results. 

The  investigations  of  the  Board  show  that  the  water  now  supplied  to 
Milton  cannot  be  conveyed  into  and  distributed  about  the  houses  through 
lead  pipes  without  jeopardy  to  those  by  whom  the  water  may  be  used,  and 
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that  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  preserve  them  from  serious  injury  to  health, 
either  to  replace  all  lead  pipes  by  pipes  from  which  the  water  will  not 
extract  poison,  such  as  lead  pipes  lined  with  tin  or  iron  pipes  lined  with 
tin  or  with  cement,  or  else  to  obtain  from  another  source  water  which  will 
not  act  upon  the  lead.  One  course  or  the  other  should  be  pursued  with- 
out delay. 

The  water  of  the  metropolitan  supply  has  been  found  not  to  act  upon 
lead  to  an  extent  that  is  found  to  be  injurious. 

March  6, 1902. 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Milton^  Walter  C.  Kite,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  request 
for  a  statement  as  to  the  condition  of  the  water  supplied  to  Milton  aside 
from  its  liability  to  absorb  lead,  and  has  examined  the  results  of  chemical 
analyses  of  the  water  of  both  of  the  sources  of  water  supply  of  the  Hyde 
Park  Water  Company  from  which  the  water  supplied  to  Milton  is  taken. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company  is  taken  from  two 
sources,  the  first  being  a  group  of  tubular  wells  located  near  the  right  or 
easterly  bank  of  the  Neponset  River,  just  above  the  thickly  settled  portion 
of  Hyde  Park.  This  source  has  been  in  use  since  1885.  The  second 
source  is  a  group  of  tubular  wells  on  the  southerly  side  of  Mother  Brook, 
close  to  the  boundary  line  between  Hyde  Park  and  Dedham. 

Recent  analyses  of  the  water  of  each  of  these  sources  and  of  the  water 
at  the  point  where  it  enters  the  town  of  Milton  show  that  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  water  being  supplied  to  JMilton  at  the  time  these  examina- 
tions were  made  was  derived  from  the  wells  near  the  Neponset  River. 
The  results  of  many  analyses  of  this  water,  made  since  1887,  show  that 
its  quality  has  greatly  deteriorated  in  later  years,  and  a  comparison  of  the 
analyses  with  analyses  of  the  water  of  other  ground-water  supplies  in  the 
State  shows  that  during  the  past  year  the  water  of  these  wells  has  been  of 
poorer  quality  on  the  whole  than  that  of  any  other  public  water  supply  in 
the  State  drawn  from  the  ground.  It  is  evident,  from  an  examination  of 
the  region  about  the  wells  and  from  a  comparison  of  the  results  of  the 
chemical  analyses  of  the  water  with  analyses  of  the  water  of  the  river,  that 
*  large  portion  of  the  water  which  enters  the  wells  is  derived  from  the 
Neponset  River,  a  grossly  polluted  stream,  and  is  very  imperfectly  purified 
in  its  passage  through  the  ground.  Considering  the  circumstances,  the 
^ater  of  these  wells  must,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  be  regarded  as 
unsafe  for  drinking. 

The  remainder  of  the  water  supplied  to  Hyde  Park  and  Milton  is  drawn 
^rom  a  group  of  tubular  wells  near  Mother  Brook,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  boundary  line  between  Hyde  Park  and  Dedham.  At  the  present  time 
this  water  is  probably  safe  for  drinking,  but  the  mixture  of  this  water  with 
the  water  from  the  wells  near  the  Neponset  River  which  has  been  supplied 
to  Milton  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  safe  for  drinking. 
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Mabch  6, 1902. 

To  the  Milton  Water  Company,  Milton,  Mass. 

Gentlemen: — A  communication  has  to-day  been  sent  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health  to  the  boards  of  health  of  Hyde  Park  and  Milton  relative 
to  the  quality  of  the  water  8upplie<l  from  the  works  of  the  Hyde  Park 
Water  Company  to  the  town  of  Hyde  Park  and,  until  recently,  to  the  town 
of  Milton. 

A  copy  of  this  communication  is  enclosed  herewith. 

Milton  (Oliver  H.  Flanders). 

March  6, 1902. 
To  Oliver  H.  Flanders,  Milton,  Mass. 

Sir: — The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application  for 
advice  with  reference  to  a  source  of  water  supply  in  the  village  of  East 
Milton  in  the  town  of  Milton,  and  has  caused  the  source  and  its  surround- 
ings to  be  examined  and  a  sample  of  the  water  to  be  analyzed. 

The  results  of  the  analysis  show  that  the  water  in  its  present  state  is  of 
good  quality  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply,  and  the  source 
does  not  appear  at  the  present  time  to  be  exposed  to  serious  danger  of 
pollution.  No  definite  information  is  available  as  to  the  probable  yield  of 
the  source  from  which  the  present  supply  is  obtained,  but,  so  far  as  can 
be  judged  from  its  location  and  the  character  of  the  soil  and  topography 
of  the  region  about  the  well,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  it  will  yield  at  all 
times  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  for  any  considerable  number  of  people 
in  excess  of  the  seventeen  families  which  are^now  supplied. 

If  houses  should  hereafter  be  constructed  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  the  well,  or  upon  the  slope  above  it,  there  is  danger  that  the  quality  of 
the  water  will  deteriorate. 

Montague  (Miller's  Falls  Company). 

Feb.  6, 1902. 
To  the  Miller's  Falls  Coinpanii,  Miller's  Falls,  Mass. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Jan. 
11,  1902,  an  application  for  advice  with  reference  to  the  quality  of  the 
water  of  a  new  tubular  well  located  at  your  works  at  Miller's  Falls,  the 
water  of  which  you  state  you  desire  to  use  for  drinking  puri)oses,  and  has 
caused  tlie  well  and  its  surroundings  to  be  examined  and  a  sample  of  the 
water  to  be  analyzed.  The  results  of  the  analysis  show  that  the  water  is 
soft,  nearly  colorless  and  odorless,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  this 
waterds,  in  its  present  state,  of  excellent  quality  for  drinking  purpK>ses. 

An  examination  has  also  been  made  of  another  well,  about  31  feet  deep, 
from  which  the  employees  of  the  factory  and  many  families  are  supplied 
with  water  for  drinking  puiposes.  This  water  shows  evidence  of  having 
been  at  some  time  slightly  polluted  by  sewage  and  subsequently  thoroughly 
purified  in  its  passage  through  the  ground,  and  is,  in  its  present  state,  safe 
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for  drinking ;  but  the  quality  of  the  water  is  not  as  good  as  that  of  the 
water  of  the  new  well. 

The  Board  would  advise  that  another  analysis  be  made  of  the  water  of 
each  of  these  wells  in  the  latter  part  of  next  summer,  to  determine  whether 
the  quality  of  the  water  differs  materially  in  the  drier  portion  of  the  year 
from  its  quality  at  the  present  time. 

Nantucket. 

Sept.  4, 1902. 
To  the  Board  ofHedUh  of  the  Toum  of  NatUuckei^Wr.  Rollin  M.  Allen,  Secretary. . 

Gentlemen  :  —  In  response  to  your  request  for  an  examination  of  the 

water  of  the  well  where  the  town  pump  has  been  located  in  the  village  of 

Siasconset,  and  for  advice  as  to  the  suitability  of  this  water  for  drinking, 

^the  Board  has  caused  the  well  and  its  surroundings  to  be  examined  and  a 

sample  of  the  water  to  be  analyzed. 

The  well  is  located  in  the  central  portion  of  the  village  of  Siasconset, 
which  has  no  sewerage  system,  and  there  are  numerous  cesspools  and 
other  receptacles  for  sewage  in  its  neighborhood. 

The  results  of  the  analysis  show  that  the  water  has  been  highly  polluted 
by  sewage  and  not  thoroughly  purified  in  its  passage  through  the  ground 
before  entering  the  well,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  this  water  at 
the  present  time  is  unsafe  for  drinking. 

It  is  possible  that  the  quality  of  the  water  would  be  different  at  other 
seasons  of  the  year,  and  its  quality  might  change  somewhat  after  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  water  had  been  pumped  from  the  well ;  but,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Board,  it  is  unlikely  that  water  which  would  be  at  all  times 
Bale  for  drinking  can  be  obtained  from  this  well. 

Natick. 

JuxcB  6, 1902. 
To  the  Natick  Water  Boards  Natick,  Mass. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  May 
22, 1902,  an  application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water 
supply  for  the  town  of  Natick,  to  be  taken  from  the  ground  on  land  owned 
by  the  town  of  Natick  adjacent  to'  Lake  Cochituate,  situated  between  the 
Worcester  turnpike,  the  Saxonville  branch  of  the  Boston  and  Albany  Rail- 
road and  Lake  Cochituate. 

The  source  indicated  has  already  been  thoroughly  examined  in  previous 
years,  and  after  a  pumping  test  had  been  made  by  your  board  in  the  early 
part  of  1898,  this  Board  advised  you  (in  a  communication  dated  March 
17, 1898,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed  herewith)  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board,  the  source  was  an  appropriate  one  for  the  supply  of  the  town  of 
I^atick,  and  that  the  proposed  works  be  constructed  with  a  view  to  sup- 
plying the  town  wholly  from  this  source  in  order  that  the  use  of  water 
from  Dog  Fond  might  be  discontinued. 
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Since  the  recent  application  was  received  the  Board  has  again  caused  the 
territory  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers,  and  finds  no  material 
change  in  the  circumstances  which  might  affect  a  water  supply  taken  from 
this  place ;  and,  after  considering  the  results  of  previous  investigationB, 
the  Board  sees  no  reason  to  modify  the  advice  already  given. 

Norton. 

JUKX  6, 1902. 
To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Norton. 

Gentlemen:  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  appli- 
cation for  advice  with  reference  to  a  water  supply  for  a  proposed  school 
building  to  be  constructed  in  the  south-westerly  part  of  the  village  of 
Norton,  and  has  caused  the  well,  which  it  is  proposed  to  use  as  a  source 
of  water  supply,  to  be  examined  and  a  sample  of  the  water  to  be  analyzed. 

The  well  is  situated  in  a  field  quite  remote  from  population  at  the  present' 
time,  and,  while  an  analysis  shows  that  the  water  at  the  present  time  con- 
tains a  considerable  quantity  of  organic  matter,  it  is  probable  that  if  the 
well  were  properly  covered,  so  as  to  exclude  surface  water,  water  suitable 
for  drinking  could  be  obtained  from  this  source.  The  circumstances  are 
such,  however,  that  it  is  doubtful  whether  this  well  will  continue  to  be  a 
suitable  source  of  drinking  water  after  the  school  house  is  built  and  water 
is  drawn  from  the  well  in  considerable  quantity.  The  Board  would  advise 
that  if  this  well  is  used  as  a  source  of  drinking  water  by  the  school  the 
water  be  analyzed  from  time  to  time  to  determine  its  quality. 

Palmer. 

March  6. 1902. 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Palmer^  J.  P.  Schneider,  M.D.,  Chairman. 

GENTLEifEN:  —  lu  rcsponsc  to  your  application  for  advice  as  to  the 
quality  of  the  water  of  a  spring  in  Palmer  used  for  the  supply  of  several 
families,  the  Board  has  caused  the  spring  and  its  surroundings  to  be 
examined  and  samples  of  the  water  to  be  analyzed. 

The  spring  from  which  the  supply  is  taken  is  located  near  a  small  brook 
upon  the  slope  of  a  hill  west  of  the  village  of  Palmer,  and  the  water-shed 
of  the  brook  above  and  about  the  spring  is  uninhabited. 

The  results  of  the  examinations  that  have  been  made  show  that  the  water 
is  of  good  quality  for  domestic  purposes  and  safe  for  drinking.  When 
visited,  the  basin  in  which  the  spring  water  is  collected  contained  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  organic  matter  of  vegetable  origin  which  had  evi- 
dently been  accumulating  for  a  considerable  time.  It  is  desirable  that  the 
basin  in  which  the  spring  Water  is  collected  should  be  thoroughly  cleaned 
and  provision  made  for  keeping  vegetable  matters  from  entering  it. 

It  appears  that  a  portion  of  the  pipes  through  which  the  water  is  dis- 
tributed is  of  lead,  and  an  examination  has  been  made  to  determine 
whether  the  water  takes  up  lead  in  its  passage  through  such  pipes.     The 
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results  do  not  show  that  the  water  acts  upon  the  lead  pipes  to  any  con- 
siderable extent  at  the  present  time,  but  it  is  possible  that  at  other  seasons 
of  the  year  or  under  other  conditions  considerable  quantities  of  lead  may 
be  taken  up  by  tBe  water. 

The  Board  would  advise  that  analyses  of  this  water  be  made  at  different 
seasons  of  the  year  to  determine  whether  it  is  liable  to  act  upon  the  lead 
pipes  through  which  it  is  delivered  to  consumers  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
become  injurious  to  health.  The  Board  will  make  an  examination  of  the 
water  from  time  to  time  to  determine  its  action  upon  lead,  if  you  so  request. 

» 

Plymouth. 

March  6. 19Q2. 
To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth^  F.  D.  Bartlett,  Secretary. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Aug. 

16,  1901,  an  application  for  advice  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water  of  a 

spring  close  to  the  shore  of  Plymouth  harbor,  near  the  foot  of  Chilton 

Street. 
It  appears  that,  changes  having  been  made  in  the  sewer  system  in  that 

neighborhood  and  in  the  method  of  collecting  and  distributing  water  from 

the  spring,  it  is  desired  to  learn  whether  the  quality  of  the  water  has  been 

affected,  since  it  is  used  by  the  public  for  drinking. 
In  response  to  your  request  the  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to.  be 

examined  and  several  samples  of  the  water  of  the  spring  to  be  analyzed. 
The  results  of  the  analyses  indicate  that  the  water  has  at  some  time  been 
considerably  polluted  by  sewage,  but  subsequently  quite  well  purified  in 
its  passage  through  the  ground  to  the  spring.  The  water  is  much  harder 
and  somewhat  less  completely  purified  than  the  water  of  the  Elder  Brewster 
Spring,  and  it  is  probably  safe  for  drinking,  but,  on  account  of  the  location 
of  the  spring,  the  quality  of  the  water  may  deteriorate  at  any  time,  and  if 
its  Qse  is  to  be  continued  it  should  be  analyzed  from  time  to  time  in  order 
th&t  any  deterioration  may  be  detected. 

ROCKPORT. 

Sbpt.  4, 1902. 
^  the  Water  Commissioners  of  the  Town  of  Rockport, 

Gentlemen  :  —  In  response  to  your  request  for  information  as  to  the 
cause  ot  the  present  bad  taste  and  odor  of  the  water  of  Cape  Pond,  from 
>^hich  the  water  supply  of  Rockport  is  drawn,  and  as  to  whether  there  is 
any  remedy  for  this  condition,  the  Board  has  caused  the  pond  and  its  sur- 
roundings to  be  examined  and  samples  of  its  water  to  be  analyzed. 

The  results  of  the  examinations  show  that  the  pond  contains  enormous 
numbers  of  the  organism  Anabo^na^  which  is  present  in  all  parts  of  the 
pond,  and  the  offensive  taste  and  odor  of  the  water,  of  which  complaint  is. 
made,  are  evidently  caused  by  this  organism.     The  cause  of  the  appear-- 
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ftnce  of  this  organism  in  the  waters  of  ponds  and  reservoirs  is  not  known, 
nor  is  there  any  known  method  of  preventing  the  appearance  of  sach 
oi^anisms.  In  ponds  or  storage  reservoirs  like  Cape  Pond,  having  muddy 
bottoms  and  considerable  areas  of  swampy  land  on  their  water-sheds,  such 
growths  frequently  occur,  while  ponds  having  sand  or  gravel  bottoms,  or 
reservoirs  which  have  been  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  storage  of  water 
by  the  removal  of  the  soil  and  organic  matter  from  their  bottoms,  are 
rarely  seriously  affected  by  organic  growths,  unless  when  the  water  entering 
the  pond  or  reservoir  is  subject  to  pollution  or  affected  by  long  contact 
with  organic  matter  in  swamps. 

Cape  Pond  has  a  muddy  bottom  and  a  considerable  area  of  swamp  on  its 
water-shed,  and  has  evidently  received  much  pollution  in  the  pcLst  from  the 
glue  factory  which  has  been  located  for  many  years  on  its  water-shed. 
The  removal  of  sources  of  pollution  from  the  water-shed  of  the  pond  would 
have  a  tendency  to  decrease  the  growths  of  organisms  and  would  improve 
the  quality  of  the  water,  but  it  is  not  practicable  to  remove  all  the  mud 
and  organic  matter  from  the  bottom  of  Cape  Pond,  or  to  make  such 
thorough  improvements  as  would  be  likely  to  prevent  the  appearance  of 
large  numbers  of  organisms. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  the  quality  of  the  water  of  Cape  Pond  can 
be  very  greatly  improved  and  probably  made  satisfactory  for  drinking  and 
other  purposes  at  all  times  by  filtration  through  sand,  and  this  appears  to 
be  the  only  practicable  method  of  rendering  the  water  of  this  pond  satis- 
factory to  consumers.  In  order  to  determine  the  means  necessary  for  the 
satisfactory  purification  of  this  water,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  experi- 
ments upon  the  filtration  of  the  water  at  times  when  it  is  affected  by  large 
numbers  of  organisms.  The  experimental  filters  could  be  located  at  the 
pumping  station  and  the  cost  of  the  work  would  not  be  great. 

If  you  decide  to  make  experiments  upon  the  purification  of  this  water 
the  Board  will,  if  you  so  request,  assist  you  by  advising  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  experimental  filters  and  by  making  the  necessary  examinations 
of  the  water. 

Salisbury  (Wm.  Beiian). 

Aug.  7, 1902. 
Mr.  William  Behan,  Salisbury,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  In  response  to  your  application  of  June  80  for  advice  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  water  of  a  driven  well  at  Cushing  Beach  in  Salisbury  to 
supply  a  hotel,  the  Board  has  caused  the  well  and  its  surroundings  to  be 
examined  and  samples  of  the  water  to  be  analyzed. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  show  that  the  water  has  been  polluted  by 
sewage  and  not  thoroughly  purified  in  its  passage  through  the  ground 
before  entering  the  well.  The  Board  advises  that  the  further  use  of  the 
water  from  this  well  for  drinking  or  cooking  be  discontinued. 
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SCITCATE. 

March  17, 1902. 
lb  the  ScUuate  Water  Company,  ScUuate,  Mass, 

Gentlehsn: — The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  appli- 
cation for  advice  as  to  taking  an  additional  supply  of  water  for  Scituate 
from  the  valley  of  Bound  Brook  or  of  First  Herring  Brook  in  the  town  of 
Scituate,  and  has  caused  the  present  and  proposed  sources  to  be  examined 
and  samples  of  their  waters  to  be  analyzed. 

It  appears  from  the  information  presented  to  the  Board,  as  to  the  yield 
of  the  tubular  wells  which  form  the  present  sources  of  supply,  that  the 
quantity  of  water  is  likely  to  be  inadequate  for  the  requirements  of  the 
town  during  the  coming  summer  and  that  an  additional  supply  must  be 
provided.  It  is  possible  that  further  tests  in  the  neighborhood  of  these 
wells  might  show  that  a  considerable  additional  supply  could  be  obtained 
in  this  valley,  but  the  quality  of  the  water  of  your  present  sources  of  sup- 
ply appears  to  be  somewhat  unfavorably  affected  by  population  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  wells,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  good  water  can  be  obtained  for  the  supply  of  the  town  at  all  times 
within  the  limits  of  the  area  from  which  it  appears  to  be  permissible  for 
the  company  to  take  water  under  its  original  act. 

Analyses  of  water  from  Bound  Brook  and  from  First  Herring  Brook, 
the  two  sources  mentioned  in  your  application,  show  that  both  of  these 
waters  are  highly  colored  and  contain  a  large  quantity  of  organic  matter 
due  to  the  contact  of  the  water  with  vegetable  matters  in  swamps.  More- 
over, the  water-sheds  contain  considerable  populations,  and  neither  stream 
would  be  a  desirable  or  a  safe  source  of  water  supply  for  domestic  pur- 
poses if  the  water  should  be  taken  directly  from  the  stream. 

Tests  which  have  been  made  by  the  Cohasset  Water  Company  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  valley  of  Bound  Brook,  where  the  course  of  the  stream 
is  within  the  limits  of  Scituate,  have  not  shown  any  place  from  which  it 
appears  to  be  practicable  to  obtain  water  of  good  quality  from  the  ground. 

There  are  several  places  in  the  valley  of  First  Herring  Brook  where  the 
conditions  appear  to  be  favorable,  judging  from  surface  indications,  for 
obtaining  good  water  from  the  ground  in  considerable  quantity,  and  the 
Board  would,  therefore,  advise  that  further  investigations  and  tests  by 
means  of  tubular  wells  be  made  in  the  valley  of  First  Herring  Brook. 

The  Board  will  assist  you  in  these  investigations  by  making  the  neces- 
sary analyses  of  samples  of  water,  and  will  give  you  further  advice  in  the 
matter  when  the  results  of  further  investigations  are  available. 
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Shirley. 

Nov.  6, 1902. 

To  the  Water  Supply  CommiUee  of  the  Town  of  Shirley ^  FredD.  Weeks,  Thomas 

L.  Hazen,  James  P.  Tolman. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  appli- 
cation for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  the  town 
of  Shirley  to  be  taken  from  a  well  which  it  is  proposed  to  locate  near  the 
brook  which  flows  through  the  village  about  300  feet  east  of  the  No.  2 
mill  of  the  Samson  Cordage  Company,  and  has  caused  the  locality  to  be 
examined  by  one  of  its  engineers. 

The  place  at  which  it  is  proposed  to  locate  the  well  is  at  the  foot  of  a 
steep  bluff  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  brook,  where  ground  water  per- 
colating toward  the  river  from  the  high  plain  to  the  southward  finds  an 
outlet.  While  there  are  no  means  of  obtaining  a  sample  of -water  from  the 
ground  at  the  proposed  location  of  the  well,  an  analysis  of  the  water  of  a 
spring  located  not  far  from  the  proposed  well,  and  analyses  of  the  water 
of  the  well  from  which  the  supply  of  the  cordage  works  is  now  drawn, 
which  is  located  about  250  feet  up  stream  from  the  proposed  well,  show 
that  the  waters  of  both  of  these  sources  are  of  excellent  quality  for  pur- 
poses of  a  public  water  supply,  and  it  is  probable  that  these  sources  repre- 
sent the  character  of  the  ground  water  in  the  neighborhood. 

No  tests  of  the  character  of  the  soil  at  the  site  of  the  proposed  well  have 
been  made  which  would  furnish  definite  evidence  as  to  the  quantity  of 
water  obtainable  at  this  place,  but  the  circumstances  of  the  location  and 
apparent  character  of  the  soil,  together  with  the  indications  furnished  by 
the  yield  of  the  well  at  the  cordage  works,  are  indications  that  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  water  can  be  obtained  in  this  locality  for  the  requirements  of 
Shirley. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  indications  furnished  by  the  inves- 
tigations thus  far  made  are  sufficiently  favorable  to  warrant  further  tests 
at  this  locality,  and  that  if  it  is  found  to  be  feasible  to  obtain  an  ample 
supply  of  water  from  a  well  or  wells  at  this  place,  of  a  quality  similar  to 
that  obtained  from  the  well  and  spring,  this  source  would  be  an  appro- 
priate one  for  the  town  of  Shirley. 

SOUTHBOROUGH. 

JuLT  3, 1902. 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Southborough,  Mr.  Charles  L.  Fairbanks, 

Chairman, 

Gentlemen  :  —  In  response  to  your  application  for  advice  as  to  a  water 
supply  for  the  public  schools  of  Southborough,  in  the  centre  of  the  village, 
in  which  yon  indicate  four  wells  as  available  sources  of  supply,  the  Board 
has  caused  the  surroundings  of  these  wells  to  be  examined  and  samples 
of  their  waters  to  be  analyzed. 
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The  first  well,  situated  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  Marlborough  road  and 
used  at  the  present  time  as  a  source  of  supply  for  a  private  house,  is 
located  at  a  considerable  distance  from  sources  of  pollution.  The  analysis 
of  the  water  shows,  however,  that  it  has  been  at  some  time  polluted  by 
sewage  but  subsequently  well  purified  in  its  passage  through  the  ground, 
and  is  probably,  in  the  condition  in  which  it  was  found  at  this  time,  a  safe 
source  of  drinking  water  supply.  The  water,  however,  is  harder  than  is 
desirable,  and  a  change  in  the  circumstances  attending  the  pollution  of  the 
water  may  at  any  time  render  it  unsafe  for  drinking,  and  considering  these 
circumstances  the  Board  cannot  recommend  this  well  as  a  source  of  water 
supply  for  the  public  schools  of  the  town. 

The  water  of  the  second  well  examined,  located  in  a  field  in  the  rear  of 
the  town  hall,^  and  of  the  third  well,  situated  immediately  back  of  the  town 
hall,  was  found  to  be  of  poorer  quality  than  the  water  of  the  first  well 
examined,  while  the  fourth  well,  located  in  the  high-school  lot  about  100 
feet  from  the  main  street,  gave  evidence  at  this  time  of  the  presence  of 
unpurified  sewage,  and  the  Board  would  advise  that  further  use  of  water 

from  the  latter  well  be  prevented  without  delay. 
The  Board  would  advise  that  you  have  investigations  made  with  a  view 

to  securing  a  supply  of  water  for  the  schools  from  the  ground  at  some 

place  near  the  village  where  the  water  is  not  subject  to  pollution  by  sewage. 

k  supply  of  well  or  ground  water  will  have  decided  advantages  over  a 

Bupply  from  any  surface  water  source. 

Springfield. 

Apul  3, 1902. 
3b  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Springfield^  C.  L.  GtOOdhue, 

Chairman. 

Gentlemen: — The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  June 
28, 1900,  the  following  application  for  advice  as  to  the  water  supply  of 
the  city  of  Springfield :  — 

The  city  of  Springfield  desires  the  advice  and  co-operation  of  your  Board  in  the 
matter  of  the  experimental  filtration  of  the  waters  of  the  Ludlow  and  Jabish  Brook 
B^^QTces.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  city  to  construct  an  experimental  filter  plant, 
of  such  design  and  capacity  as  may  meet  the  approval  of  your  Board,  and  to 
^intain  and  operate  such  plant  under  all  climatic  conditions,  for  such  length  of 
^e  and  in  snch  manner  as  your  Board  may  suggest,  with  a  view  to  determining 
conclusively 

First.  —  Whether  or  not  these  waters  can,  by  filtration,  be  made  always  suitable 
">  quality  for  the  future  permanent  uses  of  the  city. 

Second.  —  Whether  or  not,  from  all  the  results  reached  by  the  experiments,  the 
Petrification  by  filtration  of  all  the  water  which  these  sources  may  by  further 
<ie?elopment  of  capacity  be  made  to  yield  would  be  the  most  economical,  practi- 
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cable  and  appropriate  method  of  providiDg  the  city  with  a  satisfactory  supply  of 
water  for  the  period  of  years  extending  forward  to  the  time  when  the  limit  of  the 
enlarged  capacity  of  the  sources  will  be  reached. 

Subsequently  the  experimental  filter  plant  proposed  in  the  application 
was  constructed  at  Ludlow  Reservoir,  and  provision  made  for  carrying  on 
experiments  for  the  purification  of  the  water  of  the  reservoir  and  of  the 
canal  conveying  water  from  Jabish  Brook  and  other  streams  to  the  Ludlow 
basin.  The  filter  plant  was  of  ample  size  and  capacity  for  carrying  on 
experiments  on  a  sufficient  scale  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  the  puri- 
fication of  the  waters  of  these  sources,  and  to  form  a  basis  for  an  estimate 
as  to  the  probable  cost  of  the  necessary  works. 

The  filtration  plant  was  operated  from  near  the  end  of  December,  1900, 
to  Feb.  1,  1902.  During  this  time  the  Board  has  co-operated  with  you  in 
the  general  operation  of  the  experiments,  and  has  made  the  necessary 
chemical,  microscopical  and  other  analyses  and  observations  upon  the 
character  of  the  waters  and  the  operation  of  the  filters,  the  results  of  which 
have  been  furnished  your  engineer  from  time  to  time. 

Numerous  analyses  of  the  water  of  Ludlow  Reservoir  have  been  made 
by  the  Board  during  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  consequently  much  infor- 
mation is  available  as  to  the  general  character  of  the  water  of  this  source. 
Under  usual  conditions  the  water  of  the  reservoir  has  a  very  objectionable 
taste  and  odor  during  much  of  the  warmer  portion,  of  the  year  on  account, 
chiefly,  of  the  presence  of  the  organism  Anabcena  in  great  numbers.  The 
water  is  also  sometimes  very  objectionable  in  the  latter  part  of  the  winter 
and  early  in  the  spring  on  account  of  the  presence  of  great  numbers  of 
certain  Infusoria, 

The  results  of  all  the  examinations  of  this  water  during  the  year  1901, 
when  compared  with  those  of  previous  years,  show  that  the  water  during 
1901  contained,  on  the  whole,  less  organic  matter  and  was  in  other  respects 
less  objectionable  than  was  the  case  in  any  of  the  previous  years,  excepting 
those  immediately  following  the  previous  drawing  ofi*  and  refilling  of  the 
reservoir. 

The  condition  of  the  water  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1901  was  not 
materially  different  from  its  condition  at  this  season  in  other  years,  and 
the  experiments  carried  on  during  this  time  were  carried  on  under  con- 
ditions such  as  have  usually  existed  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

In  the  later  spring  and  early  summer,  on  the  other  hand,  the  quality  of 
the  water  was  better  than  usual,  and  in  the  months  of  June  and  July  it  was 
better  than  has  ever  been  known  before  during  these  months.  The  quantity 
of  organic  matter  in  the  water  increased  rapidly  in  August,  great  numbers 
of  Aixabcena  appearing  in  the  water,  and  from  early  in  August  until  after 
the  middle  of  September,  a  period  of  about  six  weeks,  the  quality  of  the 
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water  was  as  bad  as  ever  known  at  this  season  of  the  year.  After  the 
middle  of  September,  however,  the  quality  of  the  water  improved  rapidly 
and  became,  daring  the  remainder  of  the  year,  much  better  than  in  the 
latter  part  of  any  previous  year. 

The  principal  filter  used  in  the  experiments  upon  the  purification  of 
Ludlow  Reservoir  water  contained,  above  the  uuderdrains,  about  5  feet  of 
me<iium  sand  a  little  coarser  than  that  in  the  filter  of  the  city  of  Lawrence. 
This  sand  was  used  because  it  appeared  to  be  well  adapted  for  the  purpose, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  it  appeared  to  be  easily  available  in  the  neighbor- 
hood for  the  construction  of  filters  if  necessary.  This  filter  was  operated, 
except  for  a  short  time,  as  a  continuous  filter  at  a  rate  of  2,500,000  gal- 
lons per  acre  per  day,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  at  a  considerably 
higher  rate,  and  was  successful  in  removing  the  objectionable  odors  from 
the  reservoir  water  except  at  the  time  of  the  presence  of  the  excessive 
quantities  of  organic  matter  in  August  and  September,  when  the  efifluent 
of  the  filter  had  for  a  time  the  odor  characteristic  of  the  water  of  the 
reservoir  and  in  nearly  as  pronounced  a  degree. 

The  results  obtained  by  filtering  the  water  through  other  similar  filters 
at  a  rate  nearly  twice  as  great  as  that  employed  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  year  with  the  large  filter  were  nearly  equal  to  those  obtained  with  that 
filter.  None  of  the  filters,  however,  to  which  Ludlow  Reservoir  water  was 
directly  applied  removed  the  characteristic  odor  from  the  reservoir  water 
during  the  time  in  August  and  September  when  this  water  contained 
excessive  quantities  of  organic  matter. 

An  experiment  upon  the  refiltration  of  the  reservoir  water  was  begun 
early  in  August  and  continued  until  the  end  of  the  experiments.  This 
experiment  consisted  in  applying  the  effluent  of  the  large  filter  to  another 
similar  filter  at  a  much  more  rapid  rate.  This  secondary  filter  successfully 
removed  the  taste  and  odor  from  the  effluent  of  the  larger  filter,  and  the 
effluent  of  the  secondary  filter  was  at  all  times  during  its  operation  of  good 
quality  and  suitable  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply. 

The  results  of  the  experiments  indicate,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board, 
that  it  will  be  possible  to  purify  Ludlow  Resen'oir  water  by  a  system  of 
double  filtration,  so  that  the  water  will  be  freed  from  the  disagreeable 
taste  and  odor  which  now  make  it  so  objectionable  for  domestic  uses,  dur- 
ing much  of  the  year. 

Experiments  were  made  upon  the  purification  of  the  canal  water  with 
similar  filters  and  in  a  similar  manner  to  that  employed  in  the  filtration  of 
the  reservoir  water. 

During  the  year  1901  the  canal  water  contained  much  smaller  quantities 
^^  oi^anic  matter  and  organisms  than  were  found  in  the  reservoir  water, 
*nd  the  lai^est  numbers  of  organisms  were  present  at  a  time  when  water 
from  Belchertown  Reservoir  entered  the  canal  accidentally.     The  water  of 
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the  canal  is  much  more  highly  colored  under  ordinary  conditions  than  the 
water  of  the  reservoir,  and  a  smaller  proportion  of  the  color  was  removed 
by  filtration. 

The  results  show  that,  under  conditions  similar  to  those  which  existed 
in  1901,  objectionable  tastes  and  odors  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
organic  matter  can  be  removed  from  this  water  by  filtration,  and  the  color 
can  be  noticeably  reduced  so  that  this  water  would  be  of  good  quality  for 
the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply,  though  the  color  would  probably  at 
times  be  quite  noticeable. 

In  response  to  your  second  question,  "Whether  or  not,  from  all  the 
results  reached  by  the  experiments,  the  purification  by  filtration  of  all  the 
water  which  these  sources  may  by  further  development  of  capacity  be  made 
to  yield  would  be  the  most  economical,  practicable  and  appropriate  method 
of  providing  the  city  with  a  satisfactory  supply  of  water  for  the  period  of 
years  extending  forward  to  the  time  when  the  limit  of  the  enlarged  capacity 
of  the  sources  will  be  reached,"  —  the  Board  has  considered  the  probable 
future  requirements  of  Springfield  in  the  matter  of  a  public  water  supply, 
the  capacity  of  Ludlow  Reservoir  and  tributary  water-sheds,  and  the 
feasibility  of  supplementing  the  supply  from  thos^ works  in  the  future. 

The  Ludlow  and  Jabish  Brook  sources,  as  developed  at  present,  will 
become  insufficient  for  the  supply  of  the  city  within  a  veiy  few  years  in 
the  future.  The  present  canals  are  incapable  of  carrying  the  flow  of  the 
streams  during  the  period  when  the  flow  is  highest.  A  material  increase 
in  the  yield  of  the  sources  could  be  made  by  enlarging  the  capacity  of  the 
canals,  and,  if  the  canal  from  Jabish  Brook  should  be  enlai^ed  so  as  to  be 
capable  of  caiTying  the  whole  flow  of  that  stream,  it  is  probable  that  enough 
water  could  be  obtained  from  the  Ludlow  source  for  the  supply  of  the  city 
of  Springfield  for  the  next  ten  years ;  after  that  time  it  would  be  necessary 
to  supplement  the  supply  from  some  other  source,  unless  a  material  reduction 
should  be  made  in  the  consumption  of  water  per  person. 

The  best  available  source  from  which  to  supplement  the  supply  is  the 
Swift  River,  from  which  water  can  be  taken  either  by  gravity  from  the 
west  branch  of  the  stream  or  by  pumping  from  the  main  stream  lower  down. 
Water  from  the  west  branch  can  be  conveyed  to  the  Ludlow  Reservoir  by 
gravity  through  a  conduit  estimated  by  your  engineer  to  be  about  17  miles 
in  length  and  to  cost  about  $900,000.  Water  can  be  pumped  from  the 
river  at  a  point  just  above  Duckville  at  a  much  smaller  expense.  The 
water  of  the  Swift  River  at  the  point  from  which  it  could  be  taken  by 
gravity  would  be  of  excellent  quality  for  all  domestic  purposes,  and  might 
be  supplied  to  the  city  without  filtration,  but  the  yield  of  this  source  in  the 
summer  season  would  be  a  small  proportion  of  the  quantity  required  for 
the  supply  of  the  city  by  the  time  this  source  would  be  introduced :  and  it 
is  likely,  moreover,  that  if  the  plan  of  taking  water  from  the  Swift  River 
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by  gravity  should  be  adopted  the  capacity  of  the  works  would  be  reached 
again  in  less  than  forty  years.  If  water  should  be  pumped  from  the  Swift 
River  in  the  neighborhood  of  Duckville  a  supply  would  doubtless  be  secured 
8ttflRcient  to  last  for  more  than  forty  years  in  the  future.  It  thus  appears 
that  the  development  of  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  Springfield  from 
the  Ludlow  Reservoir  and  Jabish  Brook  sources  will  require,  first,  a  filtra- 
tion plant,  and,  subsequently,  an  enlargement  of  the  canals  supplying  Lud- 
low Reservoir,  and  in  about  ten  years  the  construction  of  works  for  taking 
water  from  the  Swift  River. 

The  only  other  available  source  from  which  it  appears  to  be  practicable 
to  obtain  a  large  quantity  of  good  water  at  reasonable  expense  is  the  east 
branch  of  the  Westfield  River,  above  the  town  of  Huntington.  In  a  pre- 
YioQS  communication  regarding  the  use  of  this  stream  as  a  source  of  water 
8Qpply  for  Spiingfield  early  in  1900  the  Board  advised  that,  in  its  opinion, 
this  stream  was  an  appropnate  and  would  be  a  satisf  actoiy  source  of  water 
supply  for  that  city.  The  water  of  the  east  branch  of  the  Westfield  River, 
with  a  suitably  constructed  reservoir,  would  probably  be  at  least  equal 
in  quality  to  the  water  of  the  Ludlow  and  Jabish  Brook  sources  after 
nitration. 

A  comparison  of  the  estimated  cost  of  engineering  structures  and  mill 
damages  for  taking  water  from  the  Westfield  River,  with  the  estimated 
probable  cost  of  filtering  the  Ludlow  and  Jabish  Brook  sources  and  making 
the  necessary  additions  and  enlargements,  indicates  that  the  cost  of  a 
aupply  from  the  Westfield  River  is  likely  to  be  less  to  the  city  of  Spring- 
Held  than  the  cost  of  a  supply  from  the  present  sources  developed  to  their 
fullest  capacity,  and  very  much  less  than  the  cost  of  a  supply  from  the 
present  sources  increased  by  water  from  Swift  River,  which  increase  would 
probably  be  required  within  ten  years. 

Having  considered  the  results  reached  by  the  experiments  and  the 
information  relative  to  the  various  sources,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  east  branch  of  the  Westfield  River,  above  Huntington,  would  be 
^  most  appropriate  and  satisfactory  source  of  public  water  supply  for 
the  city  of  Springfield. 

Mat  23,  1902. 

*^o  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Springfield^  Mr.  Charles  L. 

Goodhue,  Chairman. 

Gentlemen  :  —  On  April  3  the  State  Board  of  Health  sent  you  a  reply 
^yoar  application  for  advice  as  to  the  feasibility  of  improving  the  quality 
of  the  Ludlow  and  Jabish  Brook  sources,  and  as  to  the  most  appropriate 
source  of  water  supply  for  Springfield  for  the  future.  In  this  communi- 
cation the  Board  presented  its  general  conclusions  upon  the  results  of  the 
inyestigations  and  experiments  upon  the  filtration  of  the  Ludlow  and 
Jabish  Brook  sources  carried  on  during  the  year  1901  and  in  the  early 
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part  of  1902.  The  results  of  the  analyses  and  of  observations  upon  the 
experiments  were  reported  to  you,  or  to  your  engineer,  from  time  to  time 
as  the  work  progressed.  These  results  have  been  brought  together  and 
summarized  in  a  report  of  the  chemist  of  the  Board,  and  the  Board  now 
sends  you  this  report,  which  contains  in  detail  the  results  of  all  the  various 
experiments  upon  the  filtration  of  the  Ludlow  and  Jabish  Brook  waten 
carried  on  at  your  experiment  station  at  Ludlow  Reservoir  in  the  years 
1901-1902. 

Stoughton. 

Sbpt.  4, 1902. 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Stoughton* 

Gentlemen  :  — The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  August 
14  a  communication  requesting  advice  as  to  the  condition  of  certain  wells 
in  the  town  of  Stoughton,  and  subsequently  the  Board  caused  the  wells 
indicated  by  you  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers  and  samples  of 
their  waters  to  be  analyzed.  One  of  the  wells  indicated  is  located  on  the 
Moi*ton  estate  in  Morton  Square  in  the  central  portion  of  the  village  of 
Stoughton,  and  the  other  at  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Central  streets. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  show  that  the  water  of  both  wells  is  greatly 
polluted  by  sewage,  evidently  derived  from  the  sink  drains  and  cesspools 
in  their  neighborhood. 

The  Board  would  advise  that  the  use  of  water  from  these  wells  for 
drinking  or  cooking  be  discontinued. 

Stcrbridge  (Fiskdale  Mills). 

Aug.  7, 1902. 
Mr.  Franklin  D.  Williams,  Treasurer  Fiskdale  Mills,  Boston,  ^fass. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  In  response  to  your  application  for  advice  with  reference 
to  a  supply  of  water  for  the  Fiskdale  mills  and  the  tenements  in  their^ 
neighborhood  in  Fiskdale,  the  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined^ 
by  its  engineer,  and  samples  of  water  from  test  wells  and  other  possibl 
sources  of  water  supply  in  the  neighborhood  to  be  analyzed. 

At  the  time  the  application  was  submitted  in  September,  1900,  a  reser- 
voir was  being  constructed  upon  a  hill  south  of  the  village  to  furnish 
pressure  for  fire  service  about  the  mills,  and  test  wells  were  being  sunk  in 
the  low  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  opposite  the  mills.  Samples  of 
water  collected  from  these  test  wells  from  time  to  time  up  to  the  beginning 
of  winter  were  found  to  be  of  good  quality,  but  further  investigation  was 
then  discontinued.  In  June  of  last  year  several  of  the  wells  were  con- 
nected and  a  pumping  test  was  made  by  pumping  from  them  for  a  period 
of  several  days  in  order  that  the  probable  quantity  and  quality  of  water  to 
be  obtained  from  these  wells  might  be  determined,  and  several  samples 
of  the  water  were  collected  and  sent  in  by  you  while  the  test  was  in  prog- 
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ress.  The  results  of  the  analyses  of  these  samples  show  that  the  water, 
while  somewhat  hard,  is  in  all  oth^  respects  of  excellent  qaalltj  for  the 
purposes  of  a  water  supply.  The  quantity  of  water  which  these  wells  were 
capable  of  furnishing  was  found,  however,  to  be  very  limited,  and  probably 
insufficient  even  for  the  present  supply  of  the  mills  and  tenements. 
Further  tests  were  then  made  by  means  of  other  wells  in  this  neighborhood, 
but  the  information  furnished  by  your  engineer  as  to  the  results  of  the 
further  tests  indicates  that  the  area  containing  porous  soil  which  will  yield 
water  freely  is  quite  limited,  and  that  it  is  improbable  that  an  adequate 
supply  of  water  can  be  obtained  from  the  ground  in  this  region. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  other  place  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood of  the  mills  from  which  it  is  likely  that  an  adequate  ground-water 
supply  for  the  village  could  be  obtained.  It  might  be  possible,  by  the 
construction  of  a  reservoir  upon  one  of  the  small  straams  flowing  from  the 
higher  land  south  of  the  river,  to  secure  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for 
the  village  and  mills  by  gravity,  but  the  cost  of  the  necessary  works  would 
he  large.  ' 

As  already  indicated,  a  portion  of  the  wells  are  located  in  porous  soil, 
and  if  water  could  be  applied  in  considerable  quantity  to  the  ground  near 
tiiese  wells  the  yield  of  the  wells  could  doubtless  be  increased.  It  is 
practicable  to  convey  water  by  gravity  from  the  upper  dam  or  canal  to  the 
ground  about  the  wells,  and,  by  applying  the  water  intermittently  and  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  wells,  the  quality  of  the  well  water  would 
probably  not  be  affected  unfavorably. 

It  would  be  practicable  to  filter  the  water  of  the  Quinebaug  River  and 
in  this  way  secure  a  supply  of  water  that  would  be  of  good  quality  for 
drinking,  but  the  cost  of  a  satisfactory  supply  of  filtered  water  obtained 
in  this  way  would  be  considerably  greater  than  the  cost  of  a  supply  from 
tubular  wells  supplemented  in  the  manner  outlined. 

Considering  the  conditions,  the  Board  would  advise  that  you  make 
another  test  of  the  wells  by  applying  water  to  trenches  or  prepared  areas 
^^  their  neighborhood,  and  determine  by  pumping  from  the  wells  whether 
the  water  filters  into  them  through  the  ground,  and  whether  the  yield  can 
he  made  in  this  way  sufiScient  for  the  requirements  of  the  mill  properties. 
The  Board  will  assist  you  in  the  investigation  by  making  such  analyses  of 
**naples  of  water  as  may  be  necessary,  and  will  give  you  further  advice  in 
the  matter  when  the  results  of  a  further  test  are  available. 

Sunderland. 

March  6, 1902. 
^0  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Sunderland. 

Gentlemen  :  —  In  response  to  your  application  of  February  17  for  advice 
with  reference  to  the  use  of  Sawmill  Brook  as  a  source  of  water  supply  for 
tie  village  of  Sunderland,  the  Board  has  caused  the  proposed  source  to 
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be  examined  by  its  engineer  and  samples  of  water  sent  in  by  you  to  be 
analyzed. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  show  that  at  ttie  present  time  the  water  of 
Sawmill  Brook  has  but  little  color  and  is  in  other  respects  of  good  quality 
for  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply,  and  the  source  does  not  appear 
to  be  exposed  to  danger  of  pollution,  since  the  water-shed  is  uninhabited. 
While  no  measurements  of  the  flow  of  the  stream  in  dry  weather  are 
available  to  the  Board,  the  size  of  the  water-shed  is  such  that  it  is  probable 
that  this  source  can  be  made  to  yield  an  ample  supply  of  water  for  the 
requirements  of  the  town. 

It  is  not  practicable  to  determine  from  analyses  made  at  this  season  of 
the  year  the  probable  quality  of  the  water  at  other  seasons,  but,  so  far  as 
can  be  judged  from  the  investigations  that  have  been  made,  the  Board  is 
of  the  opinion  that  Sawmill  Brook  at  the  point  at  which  it  is  proposed 
to  take  the  water  would  be  an  appropriate  source  of  water  supply  for 
Sunderland. 

Tewksburt. 

Not.  6, 1908. 

To  the  Water  Supply  CammiUee  of  the  Town  of  Tewksbury^  Edwin  C.  Gbbrish, 
Chairman^  Wiluam  Dixon,  Henrt  M.  Billings,  J.  Lewis  Burtt,  Benjamin 
Spauldino,  Secretary. 

Gentlemen  :  — The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  June  9 
an  application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  th^ 
town  of  Tewksbury  containing  the  following  statement  of  your  proposec^ 
plans :  — 

The  water  supply  is  for  the  town  of  Tewksbury  and  to  embrace  both  Tewksbnr^ 
Centre  and  the^ettled  portioDS  at  North  Tewksbury  and  along  the  Lowell  line. 

Advice  is  asked  in  regard  to  the  supply  being  taken  from  the  vicinity  of  Strong'*' 
water  Brook  near  the  Salem  Junction  station,  at  a  point  about  1,700  feet  below  th^ 
present  supply  for  the  State  almshouse.    The  committee  believe  that  an  abundaik. 
supply  of  pure  water  can  be  obtained  at  this  point,  and  that  no  interference  wit 
the  supply  of  the  State  almshouse  will  be  occasioned  should  the  town  supply 
taken  from  this  point. 

A  large  number  of  experiments  have  been  made  in  this  vicinity  in  connectio]^ 
with  the  State  institution  supply,  and  the  indications  are  that  there  is  avery  larg^ 
amount  of  ground  water  in  this  locality  which  will  be  ample  to  supply  all  demands- 
both  of  the  institution  and  town. 

The  location  of  the  supply  below  that  of  the  institution  will  not,  in  our  opinion 
affect  the  supply  taken  from  above  at  the  present  pumping  station  of  the  Stat^ 
almshouse. 

Your  opinion  of  the  adequacy  of  this  locality  to  supply  the  town  of  Tewksbury 
without  endangering  the  almshouse  supply  is  desired. 

If,  in  your  opinion,  it  is  necessary  to  make  further  investigations  at  this  points 
before  rendering  a  positive  opinion  on  this  matter,  the  committee  desire  to  be 
informed  and  would  desire  you  also  to  indicate  the  nature  of  such  investigatii 
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A  second  source  of  supply  is  also  contemplated  at  the  Shawsheen  River  from 
the  sabsoil  near  Bnrtt  station.  The  comnodttee  will  make  investigations  by  means 
of  driven  wells  at  this  point  As  this  latter  point  is  directly  away  from  the  village, 
and  more  expensive  thereby  than  the  Strongwater  Brook  location  by  about  $12,000 
to  $14,000,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  first-named  location  is  the 
best  for  the  town.  The  location  of  the  sewage  disposal  field  from  the  State  alms- 
house when  put  in  may  also  be  of  importance,  and  our  committee  desire  your 
advice  in  regard  to  the  probable  location  of  this  field  so  that  its  effect  on  any 
source  selected  may  be  determined. 

Soon  after  this  application  was  received  a  series  of  tests  of  the  ground 
in  the  valley  of  Strongwater  Brook  were  begun,  both  above  and  below  the 
wells  at  present  used  as  sources  of  supply  for  the  Tewksbury  almshouse^ 
and  tests  were  also  made  at  many  places  in  the  valley  of  the  Shawsheen 
River. 

The  waters  of  all  of  the  test  wells  in  the  valley  of  Strongwater  Brook, 
both  above  and  below  the  present  wells  of  the  Tewksbury  almshouse,  were 
found  to  be  strongly  impregnated  with  iron,  which  would  make  them 
objectionable  for  many  uses,  and  at  nearly  all  of  the  places  tested  in  the 
valley  of  the  Shawsheen  River  a  similar  condition  was  found.    Finally,  tests 
were  made  In  the  valley  of  the  Shawsheen  River  in  the  southerly  part  of  the 
town  near  Heath  Brook,  and  at  this  place  the  ground  water  was  found  to 
be  of  excellent  quality.     The  three  test  wells  at  this  place  all  yielded  water 
freely  in  large  quantities  when  pumping  with  a  hand  pump,  and  the  indi- 
cations furnished  by  this  test  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  favorable 
to  obtaining  at  this  place  a  suflScient  quantity  of  water  of  good  quality  for 
the  supply  of  the  town  of  Tewksbury  from  wells  or  other  suitable  works. 

On  August  26  the  Board  received  through  your  engineer,  Mr.  E.  Worth- 
ington,  a  request  for  its  opinion  upon  the  following  points :  — 

FirH,  —  Is  the  present  supply  of  the  State  hospital  capable,  with  proper  develop- 
^Qt^  of  yielding  an  abundant  quantity  of  water  for  both  hospital  and  town? 

Second. — In  view  of  the  present  plant  at  the  hospital  as  regards  fire  protection, 
▼onldnot  the  supply  firom  a  large  storage  reservoir,  with  the  pressure  as  indicated 
herein,  be  a  material  advantage  to  the  institution  in  fire  protection  ? 

^ird.  —  If  an  agreement  can  be  made  through  commissioners  or  otherwise 
between  the  hospital  trustees  and  the  town  of  Tewksbury  with  regard  to  a  union 
"opplj  to  be  taken  from  the  present  source  of  the  hospital,  would  it  not  be  a  mate- 
^l  advantage  both  to  the  State  and  town  P 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  the  experience  furnished  by  the  test  of  the 
^ells  now  used  as  a  source  of  water  supply  for  the  State  hospital,  and  by 
the  use  of  these  wells  during  the  past  year,  shows  that  this  source,  with 
the  addition  of  further  wells  when  necessary,  is  probably  capable  of 
^Drnishing  a  suflScient  supply  of  water  for  both  the  town  and  the  hospital 
^  the  present  time,  and  there  is  little  doubt,  judging  from  the  information 
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available  to  the  Board,  that  the  expense  of  sapplyiDg  water  to  the  town 
and  hospital  will  be  much  less  in  ease  works  are  operated  Jointly  than  if 
separate  works  are  maintained  for  each. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  the  source  at  present  used  for  the  supply  of 
the  State  hospital  would  be  an  appropriate  and  satisfactory  one  for  both 
the  town  and  the  hospital.  In  case  suitable  arrangements  for  a  joint 
supply  cannot  be  made,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  ground  in  the 
vicinity  of  Heath  Brook  near  the  Shawsheen  River  affords  a  good  oppor- 
tunity, as  shown  by  the  recent  investigations,  for  obtaining  an  adequate 
supply  of  good  water  for  the  town. 

It  is  possible  that  further  tests  in  the  valley  of  Strongwater  Brook  above 
the  hospital  wells  might  show  that  it  is  practicable  to  obtain  water  of  good 
quality  by  locating  the  wells  in  the  upland  adjacent  to  the  meadow  and 
swampy  land  through  which  the  brook  flows. 

Watertown  (Hale  House  Farm). 

Mat  16, 1902. 
To  Mr.  G.  W.  Lee,  Chairman  of  CommiUee  on  Hale  House  Farm,  Watertown. 

Sir  :  —  In  response  to  your  request  of  May  5,  the  State  Board  of  Health 
has  caused  an  examination  to  be  made  of  two  wells  indicated  by  you  on 
land  bordered  by  Bailey  Road  and  the  Oakley  Country  Club  in  Watertown, 
which  you  propose  to  use  for  sources  of  water  supply  for  a  small  institU' 
tion. 

One  of  the  wells  was  found,  upon  examination,  to  be  filled  with  stones  ^^ 
and  a  sample  of  the  water  could  not  be  obtained  for  analysis.     A  sample 
of  water  from  the  remaining  well  has  been  collected  and  analyzed,  and  th^ 
results  show  that  it  contains  at  present  a  greater  quantity  of  organic  matted* 
than  is  usually  found  in  good  ground  watera. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  it  is  probable  that,  if  the  latter  well  shoulA 
be  thoroughly  cleaned  out  and  provision  made  for  preventing  polluting 
matters  from  entering  it  from  the  surface,  the  water  would  be  safe  and  oC 
satisfactory  quality  for  drinking  so  long  as  its  immediate  water-shecS- 
remains  uninhabited. 

Wellesley  ( Welleslet  College)  . 

Aug.  7, 1902. 

To  the   Trustees   of  Wellesley  College,   Wellesley ,  Mass.,  Mr.  E.  O.  Perkins,, 

Superintendent, 

Gentlemen  :  —  In  response  to  your  request  received  July  7  for  advice 
relative  to  a  proposed  auxiliary  water  supply  for  the  college,  which  will  be 
used  to  some  extent  for  drinking,  the  Board  has  caused  the  proposed 
source  of  supply  to  be  examined  and  samples  of  the  water  to  be  analyzed. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  show  that  the  water  is  slightly  turbid  and 
colored,  and  the  water  of  one  of  the  samples  had  a  very  faintly  unpleasant 
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odor  on  heating.  The  water  contains  a  larger  quantity  of  organic  matter 
than  is  found  in  good  ground  waters,  and  it  is  evident  that  it  has  been*  at 
some  time  slightly  polluted  and  not  thoroughly  purified  in  its  passage 
through  the  ground  before  reaching  the  place  at  which  the  samples  were 
collected. 

An  examination  of  the  surroundings  of  the  sources  from  which  the  water 
is  derived  shows  that  they  are  exposed  to  danger  of  pollution  by  sewage, 
and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  water  is  of  poorer  quality  at  some  seasons 
of  the  year  than  it  was  found  to  be  at  the  time  this  examination  was  made. 

Considering  the  circumstances,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  this 
water  is  not  safe  for  drinking. 

Whately. 

Juif  B  6, 1902. 
To  the  Cofnmittee  on  Waler  Supply  of  the  Toum  of  WluUely, 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  appli- 
cation for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  the  town 
of  Wbately,  to  be  taken  from  Roaring  Brook,  and  has  caused  the  proposed 
Bource  of  supply  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer  and  a  sample  of  the  water 
to  be  analyzed. 

The  results  of  the  analysis  show  that  the  water  is  of  good  quality  for 
the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply.  It  will  be  necessary  to  guard 
against  danger  of  pollution  of  the  source  from  buildings  on  the  water- 
shed. 

Regarding  the  quantity  of  water  which  this  source  will  yield,  the  Board 
is  unable  to  express  a  definite  opinion  at  the  present  time ;  but,  so  far  as 
<^ii  be  judged  from  the  information  available,  it  seems  likely  that  the 
natural  flow  of  the  brook  will  furnish  a  greater  quantity  of  water  at  all 
times  than  would  be  required  for  the  supply  of  Whately,  and  it  appears  to 
te  practicable  to  increase  the  yield  of  the  source  by  the  construction  of 
storage  reservoirs  at  some  future  time,  if  it  should  be  found  necessary  or 
desirable  to  do  so. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  Roaring  Brook  is  an  appropriate  source  of 
^ater  supply  for  the  town  of  Whately.  The  Board  is  further  of  the 
opinion  that  Roanng  Brook  is  an  appropriate  source  of  water  supply  for 
the  village  of  South  Deerfield  also,  and  that  the  right  to  take  a  water 
supply  from  Roaring  Brook  should  not  be  granted  to  Whately  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  village  of  South  Deerfield. 

Whitman. 

Jan.  23, 1902. 
To  the  Water  Commissioners  ofUie  Town  of  Whitman. 

Gextlemex: — The  State  Boai*d  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Jan, 
1",  1902,  an  application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water 
supply  for  the  town  of  Whitman,  in  which  you  state  that  your  plan  is  to 
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construct  a  filter-gallery  and  pumping  station  near  the  shore  of  Oldham 
Pond,  situated  in  the  towns  of  Hanover  and  Pembroke,  and  to  provide 
a  pipe  for  drawing  water  from  Maquam  Pond,  which  is  located  near  Old- 
ham Pond  and  at  a  higher  level,  to  the  proposed  pumping  station,  using 
the  water  of  Maquam  Pond  so  long  as  the  quantity  furnished  may  be 
sufficient,  and  supplementing  it  in  the  future,  when  necessary,  by  water 
drawn  from  a  filter-gallery  near  Oldham  Pond. 

The  Board  has  carefully  considered  your  proposed  plan  and  has  caused 
the  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer.  The  topography  and  the 
character  of  the  soil  in  the  region  between  Maquam  and  Oldham  ponds,  so 
far  as, can  be  judged  from  surface  indications,  are  favorable  to  obtaining 
a  large  yield  of  water  from  the  ground  by  means  of  wells  or  a  filter-gallery, 
the  most  favorable  location  for  which  would  probably  be  not  far  from  the 
shore  of  Oldham  Pond ;  and  if,  upon  a  thorough  test  of  the  ground  in  this 
region,  it  should  be  found  that  good  water  can  be  obtained  freely  in  large 
quantities,  the  proposed  plan  of  using  water  from  Maquam  Pond,  supple- 
mented with  water  drawn  from  a  filter-gallery  or  wells  in  the  region  near 
Oldham  Pond  when  necessary,  would  furnish,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board, 
an  adequate  supply  of  good  water  for  the  town. 

A  good  ground  water,  on  account  of  its  freedom  at  all  times  from  color, 
taste  and  odor,  would,  however,  be  more  satisfactory  for  the  purposes  of 
a  public  water  supply  than  the  water  of  Maquam  Pond,  which,  though  it 
may  usually  be  of  excellent  quality,  is  evidently  affected  at  times,  in 
common  with  the  water  of  many  similar  ponds,  by  an  unpleasant  taste  and 
odor;  and  if  a  large  quantity  of  ground  water  should  be  found  to  be 
obtainable  in  the  region  indicated  in  your  application,  it  would  be  best  for 
the  town  to  use  this  water,  supplementing  the  supply  if  necessary  with 
water  drawn  from  Maquam  Pond. 

The  Board  would  advise  that  you  cause  thorough  investigations  to  be 
made,  with  the  assistance  of  an  engineer  of  experience  in  matters  relating 
to  water  supply,  of  the  feasibility  of  securing  a  sufficient  supply  of  water 
of  good  quality  for  the  town  from  the  ground  in  the  neighborhood  of  Old- 
ham Pond.  The  investigations  should  include  sufficient  tests  of  the  ground 
near  Oldham  Pond  to  determine  definitely  the  probable  quantity  and  quality 
of  ground  water  to  be  obtained  there.  If  the  results  of  the  tests  near  this 
pond  should  be  unfavorable,  investigations  should  be  made  of  other  plans 
by  which  it  may  be  possible  for  Whitman  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  public 
water  supply  from  Maquam  and  Oldham  ponds  or  the  region  about  them. 
These  possible  plans  have  already  been  indicated  in  a  previous  reply  of  the 
Board  upon  this  subject. 

The  Board  will  co-operat^  with  you  in  these  investigations  by  making 
the  necessary  analyses  of  samples  of  water,  and  will  give  you  further  advice 
in  the  matter  when  you  have  the  results  of  further  investigations  to  present. 
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_^  Jan.  28, 1902. 

^  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Whitman, 

Gemtlemen  :  — The  State  Board  of  Health,  in  response  to  your  request, 
has  caused  the  well  of  the  Gumey  school  on  Warren  Avenue  and  its  sur- 
roundings to  be  examined  and  samples  of  the  water  to  be  analyzed. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  show  that  the  water  has  at  some  time  been 
considerably  polluted  by  sewage,  but  subsequently  quite  well  purified 
before  entering  the  well.  While,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  the  exam- 
inations do  not  show  that  the  water  is,  in  its  present  state,  unsafe  for 
drinking,  the  sources  from  which  the  pollution  of  the  water  is  evidently 
derived  are  located  at  no  great  distance,  and  a  change  in  the  conditions 
affecting  the  pollution  of  the  water  may  at  any  time  render  it  unsafe  for 
drinking. 

The  Board  would  advise  that,  if  the  use  of  this  well  should  be  continued, 
the  water  be  analyzed  from  time  to  time  in  order  that  any  deterioration 
may  be  detected.  This  source  of  supply  is  not  one  to  be  desired,  and 
should  be  discontinued  when  a  public  water  supply  that  may  safely  be 
used  for  drinking  is  available. 

Worcester. 

March  6, 1902. 
To  Mr.  Arthur  P.  Ruoo,  City  Solicitor,  Worcester,  Mass, 

Dear  Sir  :  —  In  response  to  your  application  of  February  24  for  the 
advice  and  recommendation  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  as  to  the  pro- 
posed plan  of  the  city  of  Worcester  to  take  water  from  the  "  area  recom- 
mended for  the  city  of  Worcester,"  in  the  report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  of  1895  relative  to  a  water  supply  for  the  metropolitan  district,  and 
shown  upon  the  map  accompanying  said  report  opposite  page  48,  the  Board 
has  further  considered  the  proposed  plan. 

A  comparison  of  the  estimated  capacity  of  your  present  sources  of  water 
supply  with  the  records  of  the  quantity  of  water  used  by  the  city  during 
the  past  few  years  shows  that  at  the  rate  of  increase  of  the  past  few  years 
the  consumption  of  water  in  the  city  will  very  soon  equal  the  capacity  of 
your  present  works,  and  an  additional  supply  is  required. 

The  water-sheds  of  Asnebumskit  and  Kendall  brooks  lie  contiguous  to 
your  present  sources  of  water  supply,  and  it  is  apparently  feasible  to  divert 
the  waters  of  these  streams,  and  of  an  area  of  water-shed  lying  between 
tiiem,  into  one  of  your  present  storage  reservoirs  by  gravity.  The  water- 
sheds of  these  brooks  are  sparsely  populated,  and  it  will  be  practicable  for 
the  city  to  secure  water  of  good  quality  from  these  sources  at  a  compara- 
tively small  expense. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  Asnebumskit  and  Kendall  brooks  and 
the  water-shed  lying  between  them,  approximately  as  shown  upon  the  plan 
above  referred  to,  are  appropriate  sources  of  additional  water  supply  for 
the  city  of  Worcester. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  followino:  is  the  substance  of  the  action  of  the  Board  during: 

the  past  year  in  reply  to  applications  for  advice  relative  to  sewerage 

and  sewage  disposal :  — 

Bridgewater. 

Dbc.  4.  19Q2. 

lb  the  Sewerage  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Bridgewater,  W.  F.  Whitmarsh,  M.D., 

Chairman, 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Aug.  2, 
1902,  an  application  for  advice  relative  to  a  proposed  system  of  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal  in  the  town  of  Bridgewater,  containing  the  following 
outline  of  your  proposed  plan  :  — 

Accompanying  this  application  are  the  plans  submitted  by  our  engineers.  Snow 
A  Barbour,  Boston ;  also  their  report  and  recommendations. 

The  system  of  sewers  proposed  is  the  so-called  separate  system,  and  a  gravity 
outfall  to  the  disposal  works  is  sho^-n  to  be  possible  for  either  of  two  locations, 
plans  of  both  being  herewith  submitted.  The  Town  River  location  is  12  feet 
lower  than  the  South  Brook  site,  but  the  disadvantage,  if  such  it  may  be  called, 
of  the  Town  River  location,  is  its  proximity  to  the  water  works  pumping  statioa 
The  adoption  of  the  South  Brook  site  will  require  the  pumping  of  the  sewage  of 
the  shoe  factory,  but  all  territory  of  the  village  lying  above  this  factory  can  be 
sewered  by  gravity. 

The  disposal  works  comprise  artificial  sand  filters  and  preliminary  treatment 
of  the  sewage  in  a  septic  tank,  plaus  of  which  are  herewith  submitted.  We  desire 
to  be  advised  particularly  with  respect  to  the  Town  River  and  South  Brook 
locations. 

Also  with  respect  to  the  advisability  of  using  the  Bassett  lot. 

The  application  was  accompanied  by  plans,  submitted  by  your  engi- 
neers, Messrs.  Snow  &  Barbour  of  Boston,  and  by  their  report  and 
recommendations. 

The  plans  provide  for  the  collection  of  the  sewage  in  a  system  of  pipe 
sewers,  and  for  purifying  it  at  one  of  the  localities  mentioned  by  first 
passing  the  sewage  through  septic  tanks  having  a  capacity  of  250,000 
gallons,  and  subsequently,  after  aeration,  filtering  the  sewage  through 
sand  filter-beds  at  a  rate  of  from  100,000  to  150,000  gallons  per  acre  daily, 
the  effluent  to  be  discharged  either  into  Town  River  or  South  Brook, 
according  to  the  site  selected  for  the  location  of  the  disposal  works. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  disposal  works,  including  land,  the  septic  tanks 
and  one  acre  of  sand  filter-beds,  is  817,300.  The  cost  of  each  added  acre 
of  filter-beds  is  estimated  at  $9,500. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  areas  indicated  as  locations  for  purification 
works  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and  has  carefully  considered  the 
plans  and  report  submitted  therewith. 
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The  Bassett  lot  is  not,  in  the  judgment  of  your  engineers,  a  desirable 
place  of  sewage  disposal,  an  opinion  in  which  the  Board  concurs.  Two 
other  places  are  indicated  as  possible  locations  for  disposal  works,  one 
near  the  Town  River  and  the  other  in  the  valley  of  South  Brook,  and  the 
plans  submitted  give  outlines  of  disposal  works  at  each  of  these  locations. 

The  location  near  the  Tgwn  River  is  about  600  feet  from  the  water  works 
pumping  station  and  close  beside  a  small  pond  used  as  a  source  of  water 
supply  by  the  Bridgewaters  Water  Company.  This  location  has  the 
advantage  that  practically  all  of  the  sewage  of  the  thickly  settled  portions 
of  the  town  could  be  brought  to  it  by  gravity,  but  the  soil  at  this  place  is 
not  suitable  for  the  purification  of  sewage,  and,  owing  to  possible  danger 
of  the  pollution  of  the  sources  of  water  supply  of  the  town  from  sewage- 
disposal  works  located  in  such  close  proximity  to  them,  the  Board  is  of  the 
opinion  that  this  location  is  not  a  suitable  one  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage 
of  Bridgewater. 

In  the  South  Brook  valley  soil  is  found  on  the  southerly  side  of  the 
brook  suitable  for  the  punfication  of  sewage,  and  purification  works  could, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  be  located  in  this  valley  sufficiently  remote 
from  dwelling  houses  to  be  unobjectionable,  and  the  sewage  could  be 
efficiently  purified  so  that  it  would  not  create  an  objectionable  condition  in 
the  stream.  It  is  desirable  to  locate  the  purification  works  farther  east  of 
the  railroad  than  indicated  on  the  proposed  plan. 

The  plan  of  collecting  the  sewage  into  a  system  of  pipe  sewers  from 
which  surface  and  ground  water  will  be  excluded,  as  proposed,  will  be  the 
best  for  the  town  of  Bridgewater  to  adopt,  and  it  will  be  desirable  to  pro- 
vide underdrainage  beneath  the  sewers  where  trouble  is  experienced  from 
wet  cellars,  or  where  there  is  likely  to  be  leakage  of  ground  water  into  the 
sewers.  If  no  sewage  is  allowed  to  be  discharged  from  the  sewers  or 
house  connections  into  the  underdrains  the  water  from  these  drains  can 
be  allowed  to  flow  into  local  water  courses  without  danger  of  creating 
offence. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  sewage  shall  be  well  purified,  both  as  regards 
the  removal  of  organic  matter  and  of  bacteria,  in  order  to  prevent  objection- 
able conditions  in  the  valley  of  South  Brook  below  the  works  and  also  on 
account  of  the  fact  that  the  Taunton  River,  into  which  the  effluent  will  find 
its  way,  is  used  as  a  source  of  water  supply. 

The  use  of  the  septic  tank  in  this  case  is,  -in  the  opinion  of  the  Board, 
unnecessary,  since  a  well-purified  effluent  can  be  obtained  without  its  use 
by  the  ordinary  process  of  intermittent  filtration  on  ground  that  can  be 
made  available  for  this  purpose  and  at  a  rate  which  is  entirely  reasonable. 
Moreover,  the  cost  of  the  purification  of  the  sewage  of  Bridgewater  by  such 
filtration  is  likely  to  be  considerably  less  than  the  cost  of  efflcient  purifi- 
cation by  the  system  proposed. 
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The  Board  woald  advise  tlie  construction  of  filter-beds,  having  an  aggre- 
gate area  of  from  three  to  four  acres  with  a  depth  of  filtering  material  of 
at  least  4  feet  and  5  feet  over  the  underdrains.  Enough  land  should  be 
acquired  to  allow  for  enlarging  the  filter-beds  in  the  future,  to  provide  for 
the  growth  of  the  town. 

It  appears  to  be  impracticable  to  collect  the  sewage  from  a  portion  of 
the  village  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  railroad  station  and  easterly  there- 
from into  the  proposed  sewerage  system  by  gravity  if  the  disposal  works 
should  be  constmcted  in  the  valley  of  South  Brook,  and  provision  for 
pumping  the  sewage  from  some  of  the  territory  near  the  railroad  station 
will  be  necessary.  This  can  doubtless  be  done  at  no  great  expense  to  the 
town.  The  omission  of  the  proposed  septic  tanks  from  your  plan  will 
make  it  practicable  to  deliver  the  sewage  at  the  filtration  area  at  a  lower 
level,  and  possibly  reduce  considerably  the  area  from  which  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  deliver  sewage  into  the  system  by  pumping. 

Hull  (Fort  Revere). 

July  3, 1P02. 

To  Capt  Alfred  M.  Paxmer,  Depot  Quartermasier^  U.  S.  A.,  170  Summer  Streti, 

Boston,  M(iss. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  June  20 
an  application  for  advice  relative  to  a  proposed  sewer  system  at  the  post 
of  Fort  Revere,  Hull,  Mass.,  accompanied  by  plans  showing  the  location 
of  the  proposed  sewers  and  the  proposed  outlet  on  Stony  beach,  near  the 
northerly  shore  of  the  town  of  Hull,  at  a  point  about  125  feet  fix>m  shore 
and  65  feet  inland  from  the  line  of  low  water. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engi- 
neers and  has  carefully  considered  your  application  and  the  plans  submitted 
therewith.  The  proposed  sewers,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  the  infor- 
mation submitted,  are  of  suitable  size  and  are  adapted  for  the  collection 
and  removal  of  all  of  the  sewage  of  the  post  as  proposed  at  the  present 
time.  The  proposed  method  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  by  discharging  it 
into  the  sea  is  the  best  that  it  is  practicable  to  adopt.  It  is  very  important, 
however,  that  the  outlet  be  extended  beyond  the  line  of  extreme  low  water, 
so  that  the  danger  that  floating  matters  from  the  sewage  will  collect  among 
the  rocks,  where  they  will  be  liable  to  be  offensive  at  low  tide,  will  be 
avoided.  It  is  understood  that  the  outlet  is  to  be  composed  of  iron  pipe 
and  that  no  tide  gates  will  be  provided.  Tide  gates  will  not  be  necessary 
under  these  circumstances,  and  the  sewage  may  reasonably  be  allowed  to 
discharge  at  all  times. 
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Lancastek. 

Sbpt.  4,  1902. 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Toum  of  Lancaster,  Dr.  C.  C.  Becklby,  Secretary, 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  August 
15  a  communication  requesting  its  advice  relative  to  the  disposal  of  the 
sewage  from  the  town  buildings  and  other  buildings  at  Lancaster  Centre. 

In  June  of  last  year,  in  response  to  an  application  for  advice  relative  to 

the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  sanitarium  and  other  buildings  in  South 

Lancaster,  the  Board  advised  that  the  conditions  existing  there  were  a 

menace  to  the  health  of  the  neighborhood,  and  that  it  was  important  that 

sewage  be  collected  and  disposed  of  in  some  suitable  manner,  and  a  copy 

of  the  advice  of  the  Board  was  sent  you  at  that  time  with  the  suggestion 

that  the  matter  be  committed  to  an  engineer  of  experience  in  questions 

relating  to  sewage  disposal.     You  wei*e  also  advised  that  the  question  of 

the  sewerage  of  the  town  in  general  be  taken  into  consideration  in  order 

that  sewers  or  other  works  which  might  be  constructed  for  the  relief  of  the 

district  under  consideration  at  that  time  might  form  a  part  of  a  general 

system. 

The  Board  is  unable  to  give  you  any  further  advice  than  this  at  the 
present  time.  It  is  especially  important  that,  before  you  build  sewers  or 
disposal  works  for  any  district  in  the  town,  the  sewerage  of  the  whole  town 
be  carefully  considered  in  order  that  sewers  or  disposal  works  which  may 
be  built  for  the  relief  of  any  district  or  districts  may  form  a  part  of  the 
general  system  in  the  future. 

The  best  course  for  the  town  to  pursue,  under  the  circumstances,  in 
removing  the  existing  objectionable  conditions  and  providing  proper  dis- 
posal for  its  sewage  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  to  employ  an  engineer 
of  experience  in  matters  relating  to  sewage  disposal  to  prepare  a  plan  for 
the  collection  and  disposal  of  all  of  the  sewage  of  the  thickly  settled  por- 
tions of  the  town  where  sewerage  seems  likely  to  be  required.  Such 
portions  of  the  works  as  may  be  required  can  then  be  built  from  time  to 
time.  When  a  plan  has  been  prepared  the  Board  will,  upon  receipt  of  the 
plan,  give  it  careful  consideration  and  advise  you  concerning  it. 

Manchester  (Essex  County  Club). 

Not.  6,  1902. 
-*o  the  Essex  CoinUy  Cluby  Manchester,  Mass. 

C^entlemen  :  — The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Octo- 
•^r  23  a  plan  of  a  proposed  system  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  your 
dub  house  at  Manchester,  presented  by  your  engineer,  Mr.  A.  D.  Fuller 
^^  Boston,  with  the  request  that  the  Board  advise  you  as  to  its  suitability 
^or  the  purpose,  the  quantity  of  sewage  to  be  disposed  of  being  usually 
A^ut  1,600  gallons  per  day  in  summer,  as  deteimined  by  observations 
made  by  your  engineer. 
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The  plan  provides  for  collecting  the  sewage  into  a  settling  tank  from 
which  it  will  flow  into  two  sub-surface  filter-beds,  having  a  total  area  of 
1,280  square  feet,  the  effluent  from  which  will  be  discharged  into  a  third 
sub-surface  filter-bed,  having  an  area  of  600  square  feet,  whence  it  will  flow 
into  a  meadow  and  find  its  way  eventually  into  Sawmill  Brook. 

Provision  is  made  for  flushing  the  pipes  through  which  the  sewage  is  to 
be  distributed  to  the  first  two  beds  by  carrying  the  distribution  pipes 
through  the  beds  so  that  the  sewage  used  in  flushing  will  be  discharged 
upon  the  ground  outside  of  the  bed. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  proposed  location  of  the  purification  works 
to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers,  and,  having  carefully  considered 
the  proposed  plan,  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  works  proposed  are  capable 
of  purifying  the  sewage  efficiently  if  they  receive  proper  care.  There  will 
be  no  advantage  in  placing  layers  of  gravel  in  the  sand,  as  proposed  by 
the  plan,  and  this  arrangement  may  interfere  with  the  operation  of  the 
beds.  If  the  proposed  arrangement  for  flushing  sewage  through  the  dis- 
tribution pipes  in  the  first  two  beds  out  upon  the  ground  should  be  used, 
the  brook  would  be  polluted  thereby,  unless  some  provision  should  be  made 
for  filtering  this  sewage  before  it  enters  the  brook.  It  is  important  that 
the  discharge  of  un purified  sewage  into  Sawmill  Brook  be  avoided  at  all 
times,  and  the  proposed  flushing  arrangement  should  not  be  used  unless 
provision  is  made  for  the  purification  of  all  of  the  sewage. 

In  this,  as  in  other  sub-surface  disposal  systems,  the  pipes  are  likely  to 
become  clogged  and  require  cleaning  and  relaying  from  time  to  time. 
If  this  shall  be  done  when  required  the  system  can  be  kept  in  proper 
working  order,  but  if  a  considerable  increase  should  take  place  at  any 
time  in  the  quantity  of  sewage  requiring  purification,  it  will  probably  be 
necessary  to  enlarge  the  filter-beds. 

Maynard  (American  Woolen  Company). 

Not.  6, 1902. 

To  th4i  American  Woolen  Company,  Mr.  William  N.  Wood,  Treasurer^  Maynard^ 

Mass, 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  appli- 
cation for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  system  of  sewerage  for  the 
large  number  of  dwelling  houses  recently  constructed  by  you  in  Maynard, 
and  the  plans  of  the  proposed  works  submitted  therewith,  and  has  caused 
the  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer. 

The  plans  submitted  provide  for  collecting  the  sewage  from  about  100 
houses  in  a  system  of  pipe  sewers  from  which  rain  water  and,  so  far  as 
possible,  ground  drainage  are  to  be  excluded,  and  conveying  it  to  a  storage 
reservoir  in  the  valley  of  a  small  brook  near  Summer  Street  having  a 
capacity  of  18,000  gallons,  from  which  it  is  to  be  pumped  to  a  filtration 
area  located  east  of  the  County  Road  and  north  of  Summer  Street^  aboat 
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8,000  feet  from  the  pumping  station,  where  it  is  to  be  purified  by  inter- 
mittent filtration.  The  effluent  from  the  proposed  filter-beds  will  be  dis- 
charged into  a  small  stream  which  flows  into  the  Assabet  River  near  the 
village  of  Westvale. 

The  capacity  of  the  proposed  works  for  collecting  and  conveying  the 
sewage  to  the  filtration  area  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  sufficient  for 
the  population  which  they  are  designed  to  serve,  *and  they  can  be  made 
to  serve  a  somewhat  larger  population  if  found  necessary  in  the  future. 

The  proposed  filtration  area,  which  is  located  upon  land  owned  by  the 
company  in  a  sparsely  settled  part  of  the  town,  contains  soil  well  adapted 
to  the  purification  of  sewage  by  intermittent  filtration,  and  the  proposed 
filter-beds  indicated  upon  the  plans  submitted  with  your  application  are, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  capable  of  caring  for  all  of  the  sewage  likely 
to  be  received  from  the  population  which  the  present  sewers  are  designed 
to  serve  if  the  beds  are  properly  constructed  and  maintained. 

The  proposed  plan  will,  if  carried  out,  provide  for  the  efficient  purifi- 
cation of  the  sewage  of  the  new  buildings  of  the  company  located  in  the 
district  lying  south-westerly  of  the  intersection  of  Summer  and  Parker 
streets  in  Maynard. 

NORTHBRIDGE    (WhITINSVILLe)  . 

April  3, 1902. 

2b  the  Sewer  Committee,  JVTiitinsville,  Mass,,  Akthur  F.  Whitin,  Secretary. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Nov. 
%  1901,  an  application  for  advice  as  to  a  system  of  sewage  disposal  for 
the  village  of  Whitinsville  in  the  town  of  Northbridge,  and  subsequently, 
on  March  7,  1902,  a  report  from  your  engineers  was  received  giving  an 
oatliDe  of  the  proposed  plans  of  sewerage  and  s^age  disposal  for  the 
Plages  of  Whitinsville  and  Linwood. 

The  plan  submitted  provides  for  a  main  sewer  beginning  near  the 
northerly  shore  of  Whitin's  Pond,  so  called,  at  the  westerly  side  of  the 
^age  of  Whitinsville,  and  passing  south-easterly  near  the  northerly  bank 
of  the  Mumford  River  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  village  of  Linwood ; 
^ence  north-easterly  to  a  filtration  area  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  a  little  over  a  mile  from  the  village 
of  Linwood  and  not  far  from  the  Blackstone  River.  It  appears  that  by 
^is  plan  the  sewage  of  nearly  all  of  Whitinsville  and  of  a  large  portion 
^f  Linwood  can  be  conveyed  to  the  proposed  filtration  area  by  gravity. 
A  small  area  in  Whitinsville,  including  the  Whitin  cotton  mills,  is  at  such 
*  W  level  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  pump  the  sewage  from  these  mills 
^d  a  few  other  buildings  into  the  proposed  main  sewer,  and  it  will  also 
^  necessary  to  pump  the  sewage  from  the  lower  portions  of  the  village  of 
Linwood  in  order  to  dispose  of  it  in  connection  with  the  general  system. 

At  the  filtration  area  the  plans  provide  for  a  settling  tank  in  four  com- 
partments, having  a  total  capacity  of  about  135,000  gallons,  through  which 
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the  sewage  is  to  pass  into  a  siphoa  taak  having  a  capacity  of  20,000  gal- 
lons, from  which  it  will  be  discharged  automatically  at  intervals  upon  the 
filter-beds.  An  automatic  mechanical  device  is  proposed,  by  means  of 
which  the  sewage  will  be  discharged  upon  the  four  sets  of  beds  consecu- 
tively. Provision  is  made  for  the  construction  of  52  fiiter-beiis,  having  an 
aggregate  area  of  thirteen  acres,  4  sludge  beds,  having  an  aggregate  area 
of  about  half  an  acre,  &nd  for  13  coke  strainer  beds,  having  an  aggregate 
area  of  about  one  acre.  In  the  beginning  it  is  proposed  to  construct  the 
settling  tank,  siphon  tank,  three  acres  of  filter-beds  and  the  sludge  beds, 
omitting  the  coke  strainers  until  found  necessary  or  desirable  in  the  future. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers 
and  has  considered  the  proposed  plans.  Examinations  of  the  soil  at  the 
proposed  filtration  area  show  that  it  is  suitable  for  the  purification  of 
sewage,  and  that,  with  properly  constructed  filter-beds  suitably  under- 
drained  as  proposed,  the  sewage  of  the  villages  can  be  effectually  purified 
and  satisfactorily  disposed  of  at  this  place  without  difficulty  for  many 
years.  The  area  of  filters  proposed  in  the  beginning  should  be  sufficient 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  area  can  be  enlarged  from  time  to  time  as  required. 

The  settling  tank  through  which  it  la  proposed  to  pass  the  sewage  is 
larger  than  will  be  necessary,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  a  tank  of 
smaller  size  might  be  constructed  in  the  beginning  and  provision  made  for 
increasing  its  size  in  the  future  when  found  necessary.  A  tank  sufficient 
in  size  to  store  the  sewage  for  a  period  of  four  or  five  hours  would  be 
ample,  and  it  will  be  desirable  to  make  provision  so  that  the  sewage  can 
be  discharged  directly  upon  any  of  the  beds  if  necessary  without  passing 
through  the  settling  tank. 

The  proposed  plan  of  applying  the  sewage  to  the  beds  intermittently 
will,  if  the  proposed  device  works  efficiently,  secure  an  equal  distribution 
of  the  sewage  to  the  filter-beds,  and  in  any  case  provision  can  be  made  for 
applying  the  sewage  to  the  different  beds  intermittently,  as  usual  in  the 
operation  of  such  works. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  the  plan  in  general  is  an  appropriate  one  for 
the  collection  and  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  AVhitinsville  and  Linwood. 
While  it  is  not  practicable  to  take  the  sewage  from  the  lowest  portions  of 
these  villages  into  the  main  sewer  by  gravity,  this  sewage  can  be  pumped 
into  the  general  system  without  special  difficulty,  and  there  appears  to  be 
no  equally  satisfactory  method  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  these  low 
areas. 

PLY5IOUTH. 

Aua.  7, 1902. 
To  the  Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  Toum  of  Plymouth. 

Gentlemen: — The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  June 
25,  1902,  an  application  for  advice  relative  to  the  disposal  of  the  sewage 
of  the  territory  in  Plymouth  lying  between  the  portion  of  the  main  village 
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now  provided  with  sewerage  and  the  cordage  factory  near  the  northerly 
boundary  of  the  town.  Plans  for  the  sewerage  of  this  territory  which  pro- 
vided for  the  discharge  of  the  sewage  at  two  different  outlets  into  the 
harbor  in  front  of  the  town  were  considered  by  the  Board  last  year,  and 
the  Board  advised  that  before  the  sewers  be  constructed  the  whole  subject 
of  the  future  sewerage  of  the  town  be  considered,  with  a  view  to  selecting 
the  best  outlet  or  outlets  for  the  sewage  and  avoiding  the  general  pollution 
of  the  waters  of  the  harbor  near  the  thickly  settled  parts  of  the  town. 

The  plan  now  proposed  is  intended  to  provide  for  the  sewerage  of  the 
territory  considered  last  year.  By  this  plan  the  sewage  from  the  greater 
part  of  the  district  will  be  discharged  at  a  single  outlet  about  400  feet  from 
the  line  of  high  water  and  about  600  feet  south  of  Bobbins  wharf,  near 
the  foot  of  Lumber  Lane.  The  southerly  portion  of  the  areas  included 
in  the  previous  plans  is,  by  the  present  plan,  to  be  made  tributary  to  the 
existing  system  of  the  central  portion  of  the  town,  while  the  northerly  por- 
tions of  those  areas  will  be  made  tributary  to  an  existing  private  sewer 
system  put  in  by  the  cordage  works. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  territory  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer  and 

has  considered  the  proposed  plan.     The  new  plan  has  the  advantage  over 

the  one  submitted  last  year  that  a  single  outlet  will  be  provided  instead  of 

two  outlets,  but  the  single  outlet  now  proposed  is  an  objectionable  one, 

since  the  sewage  would  be  dischai*ged  in  front  of  the  town,  where  there  is 

a  large  area  of  flats  exposed  at  low  water,  and  no  considerable  channel 

for  the  removal  of  the  sewage. 

An  examination  of  the  available  information  relative  to  the  existing 
sewerage  system,  and  of  the  contour  of  the  lands  for  which  it  is  now  pro- 
posed to  provide  sewerage,  indicates  that  it  may  be  practicable  to  dispose 
of  this  sewage  through  the  present  main  sewer  outlet.  It  appears  that  a 
tributary  to  the  present  outlet  is  designed  to  extend  along  Water  Street, 
to  intercept  the  flow  of  sewage  and  manufacturing  waste  from  the  mill  of 
the  American  Woolen  Company  and  other  buildings,  which  now  discharges 
opon  the  beach  close  to  a  densely  populated  section  of  the  town  and  causes 
a  Serious  nuisance.  A  sewer  designed  to  intercept  this  sewage  and  dis- 
charge it  into  the  main  system  could,  if  laid  at  a  proper  grade,  be  extended 
to  receive  the  sewage  of  the  areas  now  under  consideration,  and  thus  con- 
^^y  this  sewage  to  the  present  main  sewer  outlet.     This  outlet  is  situated 

• 

^^  a  favorable  part  of  the  har])or  for  the  disposal  of  sewage  and  does  not 
appear  to  cause  objectionable  conditions  at  the  present  time.  The  cost  of 
instruction  of  a  sewer  for  the  areas  now  under  consideration,  to  connect 
^^th  the  present  system,  as  indicated,  would  probably  be  but  little,  if  any, 
Peater  than  the  cost  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  by  the  plan  now  proposed. 
Considering  these  circumstances,  the  Board  does  not  advise  the  con- 
^niction  of  the  sewer  and  outlet  according  to  the  plan  now  proposed,  but 
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would  again  advise  further  study,  to  determine  the  feasibility  and  probable 
cost  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  the  district  in  question  in  connection 
with  the  main  outlet. 

It  is  impoi-tant,  in  designing  the  sewers,  to  make  adequate  provision  for 
the  sewage  and  to  keep  out  storm  water,  and,  so  far  as  possible,  grouod 
water,  since  it  may  be  found  desirable  to  convey  the  sewage  of  the  town 
at  some  future  time  to  a  more  distant  outlet  or  provide  purification  works. 

Not.  6. 1902. 
To  Mr.  Edward  B.  Atwood,  Chairman,  Board  of  Health,  Plymouth,  Mass, 

Dear  Sir: — The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Oct.  20, 
1902,  an  application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  system  of 
sewerage  for  certain  portions  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  accompanied  by  a 
plan  showing  the  area  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  provide  sewers  and  the 
location  of  the  proposed  outlets. 

One  outlet  is  intended  to  provide  for  the  territory  between  the  district 
at  present  provided  with  sewers  in  the  central  portion  of  the  town  and  the 
sewered  area  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  cordage  works,  and  is  in  general 
the  territory  considered  in  the  previous  reply  of  the  Board,  dated  Sept.  5, 
1901.  The  plan  at  that  time  provided  for  an  outlet  at  low  water  about 
600  feet  south  of  Robbins  wharf.  The  plan  now  submitted  provides  for 
the  collection  of  the  sewage  in  approximately  the  same  manner,  but 
instead  of  discharging  the  sewage  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  shore,  where 
very  extensive  flats  are  exposed  at  low  tide,  the  outlet  of  the  sewer  is  to 
be  carried  a  distance  of  1 ,500  feet  from  the  shore  to  a  channel  having  a 
considerable  depth  of  water  at  low  tide,  and  through  which  there  is  a 
strong  current  on  the  outgoing  tide  leading  directly  toward  the  mouth  of 
the  harbor,  while  on  the  incoming  tide  the  current  does  not  set  directly 
toward  the  shore,  so  that  there  is  likely  to  be  a  thorough  mixing  of  the 
sewage  with  the  water  before  it  can  reach  the  shore. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  the  proposed  outlet  is  a  satisfactory  one 
for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  portion  of  the  town  which  it  is 
designed  to  serve. 

The  cost  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  the  district  under  consideration 
at  this  place  is  likely  to  be  somewhat  greater  than  the  cost  of  discharging 
it  into  the  present  main  sewer  outlet  in  Plymouth  harbor,  but  it  appears 
that  you  desire  to  avoid  concentrating  any  greater  quantity  of  sewage  at 
that  place,  which  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  main  anchorage  ground  in 
the  harbor. 

The  plan  submitted  also  provides  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the 
district  at  the  northerly  end  of  the  town  into  a  sewer  which  now  receives 
the  sewage  of  the  cordage  works  and  many  buildings  in  its  neighborhood. 
This  sewer  now  discharges  into  the  harbor  on  the  beach  between  high  and 
low  tide,  and,  when  the  tide  is  low,  flows  over  the  beach  for  a  considerable 
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distance  before  reaching  the  water.     A  bathing  beach  in  the  neighborhood 

is  used  by  a  considerable  number  of  people,  and  this  outlet  under  present 

conditions  is  an  objectionable  one. 

A  channel  which  has  been  dredged  for  boats  not  far  from  the  present 

outlet  contains  at  all  times  a  considerable  depth  of  water,  and  if  the  cord- 
age works  sewer  should  be  extended  to  this  channel  it  is  likely  that  this 
outlet  would  be  a  satisfactoiy  one  until  the  quantity  of  sewage  becomes 
much  larger  than  would  be  furnished  by  the  district  tributary  to  this  sewer 
at  the  present  time. 

Revere. 

Sept.  4, 1902. 

To  (he  Special  CommiUee  on  Sewerage  of  the  Town  of  Revere^  Mr.  Michael 

Sullivan,  Chairman. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  August 
5  an  application  for  advice  relative  to  a  proposed  extension  of  the  sewer- 
age system  of  the  town  of  Revere,  containing  the  following  outline  of  your 
proposed  plan :  — 

It  is  the  intention  to  bring  the  sewage  of  practically  the  whole  of  the  town  of 
Revere  (except  North  Revere  and  about  200  acres  at  the  south-westerly  comer  of 
the  town),  by  gravity,  to  a  point  below  Young's  Hill,  so  called,  and  to  tiiere  build 
a  pumping  station. 

The  sewage  to  be  here  pumped  and  delivered  through  an  iron  force  main  out 
to  sea  beyond  the  end  of  Cherry  Island  Bar,  at  a  point  no>t  less  than  1,000  feet 
beyond  the  end  of  the  present  sewer,  or  not  less  than  2,500  feet  from  high-water 
line. 

Reference  may  be  had  for  further  detail  to  the  accompanying  map,  made  by 
Whitman  &  Howard,  engineers,  marked  "  Method  No.  2 ; ''  also  to  a  copy  of  a 
report  to  same,  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  engineer  of  your  Board. 

You  have  also  submitted  the  results  of  investigations,  by  means  of  floats, 
0^  the  movement  of  the  water  of  the  sea  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  pro- 
I^ed  outlet  under  various  conditions  of  wind  and  tide. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  proposed  outlet  and  its  surroundings  to  be 
examined  by  its  engineer,  and  has  examined  the  plans  and  the  results  of 
^e  float  experiments  submitted  therewith. 

The  results  of  the  float  experiments  show  that  the  tidal  currents  in  the 
^cinity  of  the  proposed  outlet  are  extremely  weak,  and  show  that  the 
Movement  of  sewage  discharged  at  this  place  would  be  influenced  very 
largely  by  the  direction  of  the  wind,  and  very  little  by  the  movement  of 
^^e  tides.  Under  these  conditions,  floating  matters  discharged  with  the 
^^age  would  be  liable,  when  the  wind  is  blowing  toward  the  shore,  to  be 
^tup  on  the  beaches  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  shores  about  this  outlet  are  densely  populated,  and  are  used  for 
bathing  by  very  large  numbers  of  people,  the  number  of  bathers  probably 
being  greater  in  the  summer  season  in  this  neighborhood  than  at  any  other 
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place  on  the  shores  of  the  State.  CJonsid^nng  the  results  of  the  float 
experiments  in  connection  with  the  other  circumstances,  the  proposed  out- 
let is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  a  suitable  one  for  the  disposal  in 
future  of  the  sewage  of  the  portions  of  the  town  of  Revere  indicated  in  the 
plan  submitted. 

The  Board  would  again  advise  a  careful  investigation  as  to  the  f easibUity 
and  probable  cost  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  Revere  into  the  metro- 
politan sewerage  system,  since  it  appears  possible,  from  the  information 
thus  far  available,  that  the  sewage  of  the  town  can  be  disposed  of  most 
satisfactorily  by  this  plan.  The  Board  would  also  advise  that  the  sewerage 
of  the  areas  in  the  extreme  north-easterly  and  north-westerly  portions  of 
the  town  be  considered  at  the  same  time,  so  that  provision  can  be  made 
for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  these  areas  whenever  it  may  become 
necessary.  When  you  have  prepared  further  plans  for  the  disposal  of  the 
sewage  of  the  town,  the  Board  will,  upon  application,  give  you  further 
advice  in  this  matter. 

SWAMPSCOTT. 

Mat  1, 1908. 
To  the  Sewer  Commissioners  of  the  Town  of  SwampscoU, 

Gentlemen: — The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  April 
15, 1902,  an  application  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  sewerage 
of  Swampscott  and  the  approval  of  certain  plans  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  presented  in  a  report  made  by  E.  Worthington,  civil  engineer, 
submitted  with  your  application. 

The  plans  provide  in  general  for  the  collection  of  all  of  the  sewage  of 
the  town  at  a  receiving  basin  and  pumping  station,  to  be  located  at  the 
comer  of  Humphrey  Street  and  Tuttle's  Lane,  so  called,  in  Swampscott, 
whence  the  sewage  is  to  be  pumped  to  an  outlet  into  the  sea  about  300  feet 
south  of  Dread  Ledge,  as  shown  on  plan  submitted  April  28,  1902. 

By  the  proposed  plan  the  town  is  divided  into  four  districts,  known  as 
the  central  section,  the  western  section,  the  eastern  section  and  the  eastern 
pumping  section.  Sewage  from  the  first  three  sections  will  flow  to  the 
receiving  reservoir  and  pumping  station  by  gravity.  The  easterly  pumping 
section  comprises  an  area  in  the  north-easterly  part  of  the  town  extending 
from  the  southerly  end  of  Phillips  beach  to  the  Marblehead  line,  and 
extending  about  half  a  mile  back  from  the  seashore.  The  sewage  of  this 
district  is  to  be  collected  at  a  small  receiving  basin  and  pumping  station 
to  be  located  near  the  corner  of  Atlantic  Avenue  and  Beach  Bluff  Avenue, 
whence  it  is  to  be  pumped  into  the  main  sewer  of  the  eastern  and  central 
sections  in  Atlantic  Avenue,  at  a  point  about  250  feet  west  of  Ocean 
Avenue. 

Profiles  of  the  two  main  sewers,  one  for  the  westerly  and  a  portion  of 
the  central  sections,  and  the  other  for  the  easterly  gravity  and  pumping 
sections,  including  also  another  portion  of  the  central  section,  have  been 
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pumped  into  an  existing  sewer  in  Crescent  Street.  An  outlet  for  the 
sewage  of  the  Roberts  district  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  river  would  be 
provided  when  necessary  under  this  plan  by  means  of  a  sewer  beginning  at 
Prospect  Street  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  river,  and  extending  through 
the  cemetery  and  the  water  works  reservation  to  Roberts ;  and  it  appears 
to  be  practicable,  by  laying  this  sewer  at  a  grade  of  about  1  in  200,  to 
collect  the  sewage  from  the  districts  about  Roberts  which  seem  likely  to 
lequira  sewerage  for  a  long  time  in  the  future.  The  cost  of  the  second 
plan  is  estimated  to  be  929,500. 

The  Board  has  carefully  considered  the  plans  and  information  submitted 
therewith  and  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engi- 
neers.   It  appears  that  by  either  plan  it  will  be  possible  to  provide 
adequately  for  the  sewerage  of  the  districts  under  consideration,  allowing 
for  a  large  growth  in  population  in  the  future. 

The  expense  to  the  city  of  the  collection  and  disposal  of  the  sewage  of 
the  region  in  the  neighborhood  of  Crescent  Park  and  Roberts  by  gravity, 
u  provided  for  in  the  first  plan,  would  be  much  greater  than  the  expense 
under  the  second  plan,  which  provides  for  conveying  the  sewage  from 
Roberts  into  existing  sewers  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  river  and  pumping 
the  sewage  from  the  region  of  Crescent  Park  into  existing  sewers  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  even  including  a  liberal  allowance  for  the  cost  of 
pumping. 

Considering  all  the  circumstances,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
most  appropriate  of  the  two  suggested  methods  of  collecting  and  disposing 
of  the  sewage  of  the  Crescent  Park  and  Roberts  districts  is  by  pumping  the 
sewage  from  the  region  about  Crescent  Park  into  existing  sewers  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  and  by  collecting  the  sewage  from  Roberts  when 
necessary  into  a  sewer  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  to  connect  with  existing 
sewers  on  that  side. 

By  either  of  the  proposed  plans,  the  main  sewer  from  Roberts  will  pass 

through  the  water  works  reservation  and  within  a  short  distance  of  the 

well  and  filter  gallery  from  which  the  water  supply  of  the  city  is  drawn. 

The  sewer  in  this  vicinity  should  be  constructed  of  cast-iron  pipe  with  lead 

joints,  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  contamination  of  the  water 

^?V^y  by  leakage  from  the  sewer.     Further  investigations  may  show  that 

it  is  feasible  to  convey  the  sewage  from  the  Roberts  district  across  the 

river  at  a  point  further  up  stream,  and  there  discharge  it  into  the  sewers 

of  the  city  of  Newton ;  or,  by  the  construction  of  a  sewer  along  the  southerly 

side  of  the  river,  to  convey  it  to  Crescent  Park,  where  it  can  be  pumped 

10  connection  with  the  sewage  from  the  Crescent  Park  district.    If  the 

latter  plan  should  be  found,  upon  further  investigation,  to  be  a  practicable 

one,  it  would  be  best  to  adopt  it,  and  avoid  the  construction  of  a  sewer 

in  the  neighborhood  of  the  well  and  filter-gallery. 
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Welleslet. 

Afril  26, 1902. 

lb  the  CammiUee  on  Sewerage  of  the  Town  of  Wellesley^  Joseph  W.  Peabodt, 

Chairmun. 

Gentlemen: — The  State  Board  of  Health  has  coDsidered  your  appli- 
cation for  advice  with  reference  to  the  sewerage  of  the  town  of  Wellesley, 
in  which  you  give  the  following  outline  of  your  proposed  plan  :  — 

The  plans  herewith  submitted  contem])late  a  system  of  sewage  collection  for 
disposal  by  sand  filtration. 

The  sewage  of  the  western  or  main  portion  of  the  town  to  be  collected  by  gravity 
into  a  trunk  sewer  to  be  laid  in  Washington  Street  from  the  summit  near  top  of 
'*  Lower  Falls  Hill,-'  so  called,  to  Abbott  Road,  thence  in  Abbott  Road  to  the  head 
of  Fuller  Brook  valley,  thence  in  Fuller  Brook  valley  to  a  pumping  station  to  6e 
located  near  the  Waban  aqueduct  bridge,  at  the  confluence  of  Fuller  and  Waban 
brooks. 

The  sewage  to  be  pumped  from  this  point  through  an  iron  force  main  laid  in 
Dover  Street,  Washington  Street  and  Blossom  Street,  to  the  filtration  area  indi- 
cated on  map. 

It  is  planned  to  collect  the  sewage  of  the  Lower  Falls  section  into  a  receiving 
basin  near  the  westerly  bank  of  Charles  River,  and  lift  it,  by  use  of  gasolene 
engine,  through  iron  force  main  in  Washington  Street  over  summit  of  Falls  Hilly 
and  discharge  into  trunk  sewer. 

The  "  Walnut  Street  subdivision,  Worcester  Street  subdivision  and  Upper  Falli 
subdivision,'^  indicated  on  the  map,  are  not  contemplated  as  needing  sewers  for 
a  good  many  years. 

Sewage  in  these  sections  would  have  to  be  lifted  by  pumping  to  discharge  into 
the  main  sewers  of  the  western  section. 

The  alternative  of  discharging  into  the  metropolitan  sewers,  provided  con- 
nection therewith  can  be  acquired,  has  been  considered,  and  estimates  of  probable 
6ost,  together  with  such  changes  in  the  system  of  sewage  collection  as  would  be 
necessitated,  have  been  compiled. 

The  Board  has  considered  the  plans  and  information  submitted  by  your 
engineer,  and  has  caused  the  proposed  filtration  area  and  the  locations  of 
the  proposed  pumping  stations  and  other  works  in  the  town  to  be  examined 
by  its  engineer. 

The  town  of  Wellesley  is  naturally  divided  into  two  portions,  —  one 
sloping  easterly  toward  the  Charles  River  opposite  Newton,  and  the  other 
sloping  westerly  in  the  valleys  of  Fuller  and  Waban  brooks  which  dis- 
charge into  the  Charles  River  many  miles  above  the  outlets  of  the  streams 
of  the  easterly  section  of  the  town. 

The  investigations  show  that  it  is  feasible  to  collect  all  the  sewage  of 
the  present  thickly  settled  portions  of  the  westerly  section  of  the  town  at 
the  proposed  reservoir  and  pumping  station,  near  the  junction  of  Fuller  and 
Waban  brooks.     An  area  in  the  extreme  westerly  part  of  the  town,  which 
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is  at  present  sparsely  populated,  is  not  provided  for  definitely  in  the  plans 
snbDQitted.  Two  methods  for  the  sewerage  of  this  area  are  suggested,  — 
one  by  a  gravity  sewer  in  the  valley  of  Morse's  Pond  and  Lake  Waban  and 
thence  in  the  valley  of  Waban  Brook  to  the  pumping  station,  and  the  other 
by  pumping  the  sewage  into  the  sewers  of  the  central  portion  of  tlie  town. 
It  does  not  appear  essential,  from  an  examination  of  the  plans  and  infor- 
mation submitted,  to  select  definitely  at  the  present  time  a  plan  for  the 
sewerage  of  these  areas,  and  provision  for  their  sewerage  can  safely  be 
left  for  future  consideration. 

The  plan  for  the  sewerage  of  the  easterly  section  of  the  town  provides 
for  collecting  the  sewage  from  nearly  all  of  the  thickly  settled  areas  in  this 
part  of  the  town  at  a  proposed  reservoir  and  pumping  station  near  the 
Charles  River,  near  the  Newton  Lower  Falls  station  on  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad.     Certain  areas  in  the  valley  of  Rosemary  Brook,  in  the  extreme 
easterly  portion  of  the  town,  and  in  the  portion  of  the  town  about  the 
northerly  end  of  Walnut  Street,  are  not  included  in  this  plan ;  and  the 
Boggestion  is  made  by  your  engineer  that  the  sewage  be  pumped  from  these 
areas,  when  sewerage  becomes  necessary,  into  the  central  system.     It  also 
appears  from  this  report  that  the  sewage  from  these  areas  can  be  collected 
at  the  proposed  pumping  station  at  Lower  Falls  by  gravity,  by  means  of  a 
Bewer  near  the  bank  of  Charles  River  in  Wellesley ;  and,  from  an  exami- 
Mtion  of  the  locality,  it  seems  probable  that  this  plan  would  be  more  satis- 
factory for  the  town,  all  things  considered,  than  pumping  the  sewage  from 
these  areas. 

The  plans  provide  for  receiving  sewage  only  into  the  sewers,  excluding 

storm  water  and  ground  water  so  far  as  possible ;  and  in  many  places 

where  sewers  are  to  be  laid  below  the  ground-water  level  it  is  proposed  to 

ose  iron  pipes  with  lead  joints,  to  prevent  leakage  of  ground  water  into  the 

sewers.     These  are  important  provisions,  and  should  be  carefully  carried 

oat,  so  that  the  quantity  of  sewage  may  be  kept  as  small  as  possible. 

The  proposed  filtration  area  is  situated  in  a  remote  and  sparsely  popu- 
lated portion  of  the  town,  and  there  are  no  dwelling  houses  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  the  place  indicated  for  the  filter-beds.  Examinations  of 
the  soil  show  that  it  consists  largely  of  coarse  sand  and  gravel,  well  adapted 
for  the  disposal  and  purification  of  sewage ;  and  an  ample  area  is  available 
here  for  the  purpose,  even  though  the  town  should  continue  to  grow  rapidly 
for  a  long  time  in  the  future. 

The  profiles  of  the  proposed  sewers  and  details  of  the  proposed  filter-beds 
have  not  been  submitted,  and  the  Board  is  unable  to  advise  concerning  them. 
The  system,  as  a  whole,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  judging  from  the 
outlines  submitted,  is  well  adapted  for  the  collection  and  disposal  in  a 
satisfactory  manner  of  all  of  the  sewage  of  Wellesley,  and  can  be  readily 
developed  to  serve  all  portions  of  the  town. 
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The  Board  has  considered  the  advisability  of  disposing  of  the  sewage 
of  Wellesley  in  connection  with  the  metropolitan  sewerage  system ;  but 
it  is  evident,  from  the  estimates  of  cost  submitted  and  the  other  infor- 
mation available  to  the  Board,  that  the  annual  cost  of  the  disposal  of  all 
of  the  sewage  of  Wellesley  into  the  metropolitan  system  will  be  far  greater 
than  the  annual  cost  of  disposal  on  land  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  as 
proposed  by  the  plans  submitted.  It  is  possible  that  further  investigations 
might  show  that  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  town  to  dispose  of  the 
sewage  of  a  part  or  all  of  the  easterly  districts  into  the  metropolitan 
sewerage  system. 

Not.  17. 1902, 
To  the  CofiimiUee  on  Sewerage  of  Uie  Town  of  Wellesley^  Joseph  W.  Peabodt, 

Chairman. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Novem- 
ber 6  a  communication  stating  that  since  the  publication  of  your  recent 
report  on  sewerage  there  has  been  tendered  to  the  committee  a  tract  of 
land  for  sewerage  puiposes  which  appears  to  have  superiority,  as  to  loca- 
tion, soil,  etc.,  over  the  one  previously  brought  to  the  attention  of  this 
Board,  and  requesting  that  the  Board  cause  an  examination  of  this  tract 
to  be  made  and  advise  you  as  to  its  qualities  for  the  purpose  of  the  dis- 
posal of  the  sewage  of  Wellesley,  and  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  this  area 
and  the  one  proposed  by  you  in  your  application  submitted  last  spring. 
-  In  response  to  this  application,  the  Board  has  caused  the  area  indicated 
by  you  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and  has  considered  its  suitability 
for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  Wellesley. 

An  examination  of  the  soil  in  several  test  pits  in  various  parts  of  the 
area  now  under  consideration  indicates  that  the  soil  beneath  surface  layers 
of  loam  and  subsoil  is  a  coarse  and  porous  gravel.  The  area  is  largely 
cleared  land,  with  a  nearly  level  surface,  at  a  sufficient  elevation  above  the 
brook  into  which  the  effluent  will  find  its  way  to  allow  for  suitable  under- 
drainage,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  porosity  of  the  soil  is  such  that  very 
few,  if  any,  underdrains  will  be  required. 

Comparing  this  area  with  the  one  east  of  Blossom  Street  proposed  in 
your  plan  submitted  last  spring,  it  appears  that  the  area  now  proposed  has 
the  disadvantage  only  that  it  is  a  little  farther  from  the  pumping  station, 
and  a  somewhat  longer  force  main  will  be  required  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
this  area  has  the  advantage  over  the  one  on  the  easterly  side  of  Blossom 
Street  that  filter-beds  can  probably  be  constructed  here  at  a  considerably 
less  expense,  because  the  land  is  more  nearly  level  and  has  a  coarser  and 
more  uniform  soil,  so  that  very  little  underdrainage  is  likely  to  be  required, 
probably  none  at  all  in  the  beginning. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  the  location  is  a  suitable  one  for  sewage 
disposal  purposes,  and  the  area  which  can  be  made  available  for  the  dis- 
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posal  and  porifioation  of  sewage  would  be  ample  for  all  the  requirements 
of  the  town  of  Wellesley. 

With  properly  constructed  sewage  disposal  works  at  this  place,  receiving 
the  necessary  care,  no  unpurified  sewage  would  find  its  way  into  the  brook, 
and  no  injury  to  the  stream  or  ponds  below  result. 

Westpield. 

July  14, 1902. 
To  ttr.  Abthur  S.  Kneil,  Town  Solicitor,  Westfield,  Mass, 

Dear  Sir  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  June  7, 
1902,  an  application  giving  notice  of  the  intention  of  the  town  of  West- 
field  to  install  a  system  of  storm  water  drainage  for  the  town,  and  subse- 
qaently  a  plan  of  the  proposed  drains  was  furnished  by  your  engineer. 

The  plan  provides  for  two  main  storm  water  drains,  one  in  the  valley  of 
the  brook  draining  the  northerly  portion  of  the  main  village  south  of  the 
Westfield  River,  which  is  to  have  an  outlet  into  the  Westfield  River  a  short 
distance  below  the  present  main  sewer  outlet,  and  the  other  in  the  valley 
of  the  brook  which  drains  the  southerly  portion  of  the  main  village  south 
of  the  Westfield  River,  which  will  have  an  outlet  into  the  Westfield  Little 
River  near  its  mouth. 

The  northerly  drain  will  take  the  surface  water  from  the  valley  of  the 
northerly  brook,  with  the  exception  of  the  fiow  from  two  areas,  one  near 
the  upper  end  of  the  water-shed,  which  is  at  a  sufficient  elevation  so  that 
the  water  can  be  carried  above  the  top  of  the  dike  into  the  Westfield  River 
at  a  convenient  place,  and  the  other  an  area  near  the  lower  end  of  the 
water-shed  of  the  brook,  which  is  largely  farming  land,  and  can  be  suffi- 
cieotly  drained  by  the  natui*al  water  courses. 

The  southerly  drain  is  designed  to  serve  the  entire  natural  water-shed 

of  the  southerly  brook,  excepting  a  section  near  the  lower  end,  which,  as 

in  the  former  case,  does  not  now  require  drainage,  and  can  be  drained 

snfficiently  by  the  natural  water  courses.     Water  from  the  upper  end  of 

this  water-shed  can  be  diverted  into  the  Westfield  Little  River  if  it  should 

be  found  desirable  to  do  so  in  the  future. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  location  of  the  drains  and  their  outlets  to  be 
examined  by  one  of  its  engineers,  and  has  carefully  considered  the  plans 
submitted. 

It  is  understood  that  the  present  brooks  are  to  be  diverted  into  the  drains 
at  convenient  points.  The  proposed  drains  are  probably  of  sufficient 
capacity  to  carry  off  the  water  that  would  be  likely  to  reach  them  under 
existing  conditions ;  but,  as  the  town  becomes  more  thickly  built  up  and 
the  areas  of  street  and  building  surfaces  increase,  water  will  find  its  way 
more  rapidly  and  in  greater  quantity  into  the  drains  during  storms,  and 
may  overtax  their  capacity. 

Under  the  circumstances,  it  is  advisable,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  to 
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maintain  the  existing  brook  channels,  so  that,  in  case  the  drains  should 
become  surcharged,  a  portion  of  the  water  might  flow  off  in  the  natural 
channels.  If  the  channels  of  the  brooks  are  to  be  discontinued,  it  will  be 
best  to  provide  drains  'of  larger  capacity  than  now  proposed,  to  avoid 
danger  of  damage  resulting  from  a  lack  of  capacity  in  the  drains. 

The  drains  will  lower  the  level  of  the  ground  water  in  the  village,  and, 
if  placed  at  a  sufficiently  low  level,  will  doubtless  intercept  some  of  the 
ground  water  which  now  finds  its  way  into  the  sewer  system,  and  relieve 
somewhat  the  overtaxing  of  the  main  sewer  which  is  said  to  occur  in  the 
wetter  portion  of  the  year. 

The  growth  of  the  town  will  doubtless  make  it  necessary  before  manj 
years  to  purify  the  sewage  before  discharging  it  into  the  river ;  and  hence 
it  is  very  important,  in  order  to  avoid  unnecessary  expense  in  the  con- 
struction and  operation  of  purifying  works,  that  the  sewage  be  kept  sepa- 
rate from  the  storm  water. 

The  drains  now  under  consideration  are  intended  for  the  removal  of 
surface  water  and  ground  drainage  only,  and  are  not  proper  channels  for 
sewage.     It  appears  that  there  is  an  overflow  from  the  main  sewer  into  the 
brook  on  Meadow  Street  through  which  dilute  sewage  is  discharged  at 
times  of  high  water  in  the  spring ;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  it  is 
desirable  to  change  this  outlet  so  that  it  will  discharge  hereafter  into  tbe 
main  drain,  and  avoid  the  pollution  of  the  brook.     The  Board  would  advise 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the  overflow  on  Meadow  Street,  no  connection 
be  permitted  with  the  proposed  drains  through  which  sewage  may  find  it» 
way  into  them.     On  the  other  hand,  all  connections  by  which  storm  wat^' 
may  enter  the  existing  sewers  should  be  cut  off,  and  no  further  connectio>^^ 
permitted  through  which  storm  water  would  be  discharged  into  the  sewex^» 
and  the  entrance  of  ground  water  into  the  sewers  should  be  prevented    ^^ 
far  as  possible. 

Wrentham. 

Auo.  7, 190!^* 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Wrentham^  Mr.  Charles  W.  Poff-^'^ 

Chairman, 

Gentlemen: — The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  app^^^ 
cation  for  advice  relative  to  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  Man»^ 
Pond  in  Wrentham,  a  pool  of  stagnant  water  having  an  area  at  times 
about  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  located  near  the  central  part  of  the  village, 
has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers. 

The  pond  is  located  in  a  deep  hollow,  having  no  visible  outlet, 
receives  the  rain  water  from  a  small  water-shed,  including  the  street  w 
from  the  central  portions  of  the  village,  and  sewage  and  polluting  drainagf^ 
from  buildings  in  its  neighborhood.     At  times  of  high  water  the  maximum 
depth  is  said  to  be  about  ten  feet,  and  at  such  times  it  appears  that  tb6 
basements  of  buildings  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pond  are  flooded. 
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The  soil  all  about  the  pond  is  apparently  porous,  and  the  height  of  the 
water  is  probably  dependent  to  a  considerable  extent  upon  the  general 
height  of  the  ground  water  in  its  neighborhood ;  but  it  is  probable  also 
that  there  is  impervious  soil  beneath  the  bottom  of  the  pond,  which  has  a 
tendency,  especially  at  times  of  low  water,  to  hold  the  water  above  the 
level  of  the  ground  water. 

The  pond  has  been  a  nuisance  in  the  neighborhood,  and  in  its  present 

Btate  is  evidently  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village. 

It  would  be  possible  to  greatly  improve  the  condition  of  the  pond  by  filling 

it  with  gravel  up  to  the  ordinary  summer  level  of  the  water,  as  suggested 

by  your  board,  if,  at  the  same  time,  provision  should  be  made  for  keeping 

oat  all  sewage  and  street  wash ;  but  the  trouble  from  flooding  of  basements 

would  doubtless  still  continue,  and  the  cost  of  a  thorough  improvement  of 

the  pond  by  this  plan  might  be  larger  than  the  cost  of  draining  it. 

The  pond  is  located  near  the  divide  between  the  Charles  and  Taunton 
riyers,  and  it  is  apparently  possible  to  drain  it  either  in  a  westerly  direction 
toward  Archer's  Pond  or  north-easterly  toward  a  stream  draining  into  the 
Taunton  River.  It  is  not  possible  to  determine,  however,  without  a  survey, 
the  feasibility  of  draining  the  pond  to  either  of  these  places,  or  the 
probable  cost  of  a  suitable  drain. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  Board  would  advise  that,  before  entering 
upon  any  plan  of  improvement  of  the  pond,  you  employ  an  engineer  to 
make  surveys  of  the  most  practicable  routes  for  draining  this  pond,  and  esti- 
mates of  the  probable  cost  of  the  work.  The  elevation  of  the  bottom  of 
the  pond  at  various  points  should  also  be  determined,  since  it  may  be  less 
expensive  to  partly  fill  the  pond,  and  thus  make  it  practicable  to  construct 
A  drain  at  a  higher  level,  than  to  drain  it  to  the  present  bottom.  When 
you  have  made  the  sur%'eys,  the  Board  will,  upon  application,  give  you 
further  advice  as  to  the  improvement  of  the  pond. 

Tou  also  request  advice  as  to  draining  certain  meadows  in  the  southerly 
P*rt  of  the  village,  south-east  of  South  Street.  It  appears  from  an  exam- 
^nation  of  the  locality  that  a  drain  formerly  existed  by  which  the  water 
^uth-east  of  this  street  found  an  outlet  across  the  street  and  thence  in  a 
"ooth-westerly  direction  along  the  street  to  a  stream  flowing  into  Lake 
^^arl.  The  Board  is  informed  that  a  drain  has  existed  at  this  place  for  a 
^^^g  time  until  within  a  few  years,  and  this  drain  was  apparently  sufldcient 
^  prevent  the  flooding  complained  of.  The  best  method  of  preventing 
^is  flooding  will  be  to  reopen  the  culvert  under  the  street,  and  provide 
*  drain  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  to  the  brook  referred  to.  If  the 
culvert  and  drain  are  made  of  suitable  size  and  at  a  sufficiently  low  level, 
^^her  trouble  from  flooding  of  the  district  referred  to  can  be  prevented. 
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Ice  Supplies. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  action  of  the  Board  during 

1902  in  reply  to  applications  for  advice  relative  to  sources  of  ice 

supply :  — 

Boston. 

Aug.  7, 1902. 
To  the  Commonwealth  Hygienic  Ice  Company  ^  Boston,  Mass, 

Gentlemen  :  —  In  response  to  your  request  for  advice  as  to  the  quality 
of  the  ice  from  the  plant  of  the  Commonwealth  Hygienic  Ice  Company,  the 
Board  has  caused  the  works  to  be  examined  and  samples  of  the  water  and 
ice  to  be  analyzed. 

It  appears  from  this  examination  that  water  used  for  the  manufacture 
of  the  ice  is  obtained  largely  by  condensing  exhaust  steam  from  the  engines 
at  the  works,  which  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  city  mains.  The 
water  is  then  boiled  and  subsequently  filtered  through  charcoal.  After 
cooling  it  is  filtered  again  through  a  layer  of  felt,  and  discharged  into 
freezing  cans  which  are  immersed  in  brine,  and  all  of  the  water  in  the  can 
is  frozen. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  solid  matter  and  nearly  all  of  the  albuminoid 
ammonia  are  removed  by  distillation ;  but  the  water,  after  distillation,  is 
turbid,  and  has  an  unpleasant,  oily  odor,  and  contains  a  large  quantity  of 
free  ammonia,  the  presence  of  the  latter  being  due  probably  to  the  fact 
that  the  water  is  not  completely  purified  by  distillation,  or  possibly  to  the 
escape  of  ammonia  about  the  plant.  After  filtration  the  water  is  con- 
siderably improved  in  quality. 

The  samples  of  the  ice  which  have  been  examined  have  been  found, 
upon  analysis,  to  contain  a  larger  quantity  of  organic  matter  than  the  watef 
as  discharged  into  the  freezing  cans,  especially  in  the  top  of  the  cake  and 
in  the  core ;  and  the  number  of  bacteria  present  in  nearly  all  of  the  sampled 
analyzed  was  much  larger  than  has  been  found  in  the  ice  from  other  similar* 
works.  It  is  also  found  that  the  ice  has  at  times  a  distinctly  oily  odor, 
which  has  been  noticeable  in  the  drinking  water  tanks  in  which  this  ice  had 
been  placed.  The  presence  of  the  oil  is  doubtless  due  to  the  use  of  th^ 
steam  in  various  engines  about  the  works  before  it  is  condensed  for  freezings 
The  operation  of  the  plant  makes  necessary  much  walking  over  the  tops  of 
the  cans,  and  in  this  way  polluting  matters  probably  find  their  way  into  tho- 
cans,  thereby  increasing  the  quantity  of  organic  matter  in  the  ice. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  be  necessaiy  to  make  several 
changes  in  the  method  of  operating  this  plant,  before  ice  of  satisfactory 
quality  can  be  obtained  from  it.  It  is  important  that  the  presence  of  oil 
in  the  ice  should  be  wholly  prevented,  and  this  can  be  done  by  using  dis- 
tilled water  especially  prepared  for  the  purpose.  The  exhaust  steam  now 
used  evidently  contains  a  quantity  of  oil  which  is  not  removed  by  the 
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processes  in  use.  Care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  water 
io  the  cans  during  the  process  of  freezing  to  which  they  are  now  exposed. 

There  are  certain  disadvantages  in  freezing  all  of  the  water  placed  in 
the  cans,  because  much  of  the  impurity  in  the  water  is  concentrated  in  the 
last  portion  of  the  cake  frozen.  These  impurities  would  be  largely  excluded 
if  a  portion  of  the  water  should  be  allowed  to  remain  unfrozen. 

It  is  probable  that  by  making  the  changes  suggested,  and  allowing  a  small 
portion  of  the  water  of  the  cake  to  remain  unfrozen,  ice  of  good  quality 
for  use  in  drinking  water  can  be  obtained  from  this  plant. 

Easthampton. 

Feb.  6, 1902. 
DiLOS  T.  Pepin,  Easthampton,  Mass. 

Sir:  —  In  response  to  your  application  of  January  17  for  advice  as  to 
the  quality  of  ice  to  be  obtained  from  the  "  Ox  Bow  "  on  the  Connecticut 
River  jast  above  the  mouth  of  the  Manhan  River,  the  Board  has  caused 
the  locality  to  be  examined  and  samples  of  the  water  and  of  the  ice  to  be 
analyzed.  The  water  is  evidently  polluted  by  sewage  and  by  organic 
matters  which  find  their  way  into  the  "  Ox  Bow,"  and  a  sample  of  ice  cut 
from  this  source  has  been  found  to  contain  much  foreign  matter. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  ^^  Ox  Bow  "  is  not  a  suitable  source 
from  which  to  take  ice  for  domestic  purposes. 

Franklin. 

JUNB  5, 1903. 
To  the  Board  of  BeaUh  of  the  Toivn  of  Franklin,  Mr.  Dwight  M.  Hodoe,  Secretary, 

Gentlemen  :  —  In  response  to  your  application,  received  May  8,  request- 
ing an  investigation  as  to  the  quality  of  the  ice  taken  from  Boucher's  ice 
pond  in  Franklin,  the  Board  has  caused  the  pond  and  its  water-shed  to  be 
examined  by  one  of  its  engineers,  and  samples  of  the  water  of  this  source 
Md  of  ice  from  the  ice  house  indicated  to  be  analyzed. 

It  appears  that  the  pond  from  which  the  ice  is  taken  is  situated  in  a 
nieadow  north-east  of  Wachusett  Street  in  Franklin,  and  is  connected  with 
*  brook  flowing  through  the  meadow  which  drains  a  thickly  populated  area 
"i  the  southerly  portion  of  the  village. 

The  results  of  the  examination  show  that  the  brook  receives  direct 
sewage  pollution  from  some  of  the  buildings  on  its  water-shed,  and  that 
^ater  from  the  brook  can  flow  freely  into  the  pond. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  the  pond  show  that  it  is  grossly  pol- 
'QteiJ  by  sewage ;  and  analyses  of  samples  of  the  ice  taken  from  the  ice 
nouse  show  that  it  contains  a  larger  quantity  of  organic  matter  and  a  much 
«"?er  number  of  bacteria  than  is  found  in  good  ice. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  ice  cannot  safely  be  used  for 
domestic  purposes,  and  would  advise  that  the  further  use  of  the  pond  as 
t  source  of  ice  supply  be  discontinued. 
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HOLTOKS. 

Mabcb6,19(B. 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Holyoke, 

Gentlemen  :  —  In  response  to  your  request  for  advice  as  to  the  saitar 
bilitj  of  certain  ponds  in  the  neighborhood  of  Holyoke  as  sources  of  ice 
supply,  the  Board  has  caused  the  following  sources  indicated  by  you  to  be 
examined  and  samples  of  the  water  and  ice  to  be  analyzed :  — 

A  pond  on  Jacob's  Hollow  Brook  in  South  Hadley. 

The  Chicopee  River  above  Chicopee  Falls. 

A  pond  on  Darby  Brook  just  above  Riverdale  Road. 

A  pond  on  Tannery  Brook  near  Rivei-dale  Road  and  near  the  boundary 
between  Holyoke  and  West  Springfield. 

A  pond  on  Tannery  Brook  near  the  Holyoke  &  Westfield  Railroad  io  the 
westerly  part  of  Holyoke. 

A  pond  on  stream  west  of  city  almshouse. 

The  pond  on  Jacob's  Hollow  Brook  is  a  new  one,  and  appears  to  be  free 
from  serious  danger  of  sewage  pollution,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board, 
ice  taken  from  this  pond  may  be  safely  used  for  domestic  purposes. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  ice  cut  from  a  pond  on  the  Chicopee  River  above 
Chicopee  Falls  last  year  showed  the  presence  of  a  considerable  quantity 
of  organic  matter,  and  the  Board  advised  that  the  ice  cut  from  this  pond 
should  not  be  used  where  it  might  come  in  contact  with  food  or  drinking 
water.  Examinations  of  additional  samples  of  ice  cut  from  this  source 
during  the  present  winter  give  results  similar  to  those  obtained  last  year, 
and  the  Board  sees  no  reason  for  modifying  the  advice  that  ice  cut  from 
this  source  should  not  be  used  where  it  may  come  in  contact  with  food  or 
drinking  water. 

The  pond  on  Darby  Brook  just  below  the  Riverdale  Road  receives  con- 
siderable direct  sewage  pollution,  and  the  ice  contains  considerable  organic 
matter,  even  in  the  clear  ice  beneath  the  snow  ice.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
Board,  it  is  not  desirable  to  use  ice  from  this  source  for  domestic  purposes. 

The  pond  on  Tannery  Brook  just  above  the  Riveixlale  Road  has  quite 
a  large  water-shed,  and  receives  a  portion  of  the  sewage  from  a  large  insti- 
tution about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  place  from  which  the  ice  is  cut. 
This  ice,  like  that  of  the  previous  sample,  was  made  up  partly  of  snow  ice, 
but  the  clear  ice  also  contained  considerable  organic  matter.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  Board,  it  is  not  desirable  to  use  ice  from  this  source  for  domestic 
purposes  while  sewage  is  discharged  directly  into  the  brook.  If  the  sew- 
age discharged  into  the  stream  above  the  ice  pond  from  the  institution 
referred  to  should  be  prevented  from  entering  the  brook,  it  is  probable 
that  ice  of  much  better  quality  could  be  obtained  from  this  source. 

The  pond  on  Tannery  Brook  above  the  Holyoke  &  Westfield  Railroad 
is  formed  by  flooding  a  meadow,  and  is  apparently  quite  shallow  over  a 
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considerable  portion  of  its  area.     The  water-shed  contains  a  few  farm- 

hoases,  but  the  stream  does  not  appear  to  be  e;^posed  to  serious  pollution 

excepting  possibly  from  manure  spread  upon  the  cultivated  lands.     The    ' 

lesults  of  an  analysis  of  a  sample  of  ice  from  this  source  show  that  the 

dear  ice  is  of  good  quality.     It  is  important,  however,  in  using  ice  from 

this  source,  as  well  as  from  other  ponds  with  similar  water-sheds,  that  the 

first  inch  of  ice  that  forms  upon  the  pond  be  removed  when  the  ice  is 

harvested,  including  all  snow  ice  or  ice  which  may  form  by  rain  or  flooding 

above  this  first  inch,  and  that  only  the  clear  ice  formed  beneath  the  first 

inch  be  retained  for  use.     It  is  important  also  that  the  ice  be  cut  where 

the  water  has  a  considerable  depth,  and  that  no  ice  be  used  containing 

weeds  or  other  organic  matter  taken  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  pond. 

An  examination  has  also  been  made  of  the  water  of  the  stream  west  of 
the  city  almshouse ;  but  the  dam  by  which  the  ice  pond  was  formed  has 
been  carried  away,  and  it  is  not  practicable  to  obtain  a  sample  of  ice  at 
the  present  time.  It  is  understood  that  no  ice  will  be  cut  from  this  source 
daring  the  present  winter. 

Marblehead. 

Sept.  4, 1902. 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Marblehead,  Mr.  Frank  W.  Goodwin, 

Secretary. 

Gentlemen  :  —  In  response  to  your  request  of  Aug.  16,  1902,  for  advice 
*8  to  the  best  practicable  method  of  protecting  the  purity  of  an  ice  supply 
on  the  estate  of  B.  W.  Crowninshield  in  Marblehead,  from  which  ice  for 
public  sale  has  been  taken  in  the  past,  the  Board  has  caused  the  source  of 
wpply  and  its  surroundings  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers. 

It  appears  from  this  examination  that  the  ice  pond  is  a  shallow  one 
^hich  is  flooded  only  in  winter,  and  that  the  bottom  is  covered  with  a 
vegetable  growth  during  the  summer  season.  The  principal  sources  of 
pollution  at  the  present  time  are  a  gelatine  factory,  which  has  a  waste 
pipe  discharging  into  the  stream  which  feeds  the  pond,  a  piggery  located 
^^w  this  stream,  and  deposits  of  night  soil  used  to  fertilize  the  lands  in 
^e  water-shed.  It  is  understood  that  the  number  of  pigs  to  be  kept  here- 
*^ter  in  the  piggery  will  be  very  greatly  reduced,  and,  if  these  and  the 
urainage  from  them  are  kept  from  access  to  the  streams  draining  into  the 
^^  pond,  danger  of  serious  pollution  from  this  source  will  be  prevented. 
^*  the  discharge  from  the  gelatine  factory  can  be  removed  from  the  water- 
*"^d  of  the  pond  or  efficiently  purified,  and  the  disposal  of  night  soil  within 
^"^  water-shed  prevented,  this  pond  can  be  made  a  suitable  source  of  ice 
^^Pply.  It  will  be  necessary,  however,  that  all  vegetation  be  removed 
'^m  the  bottom  of  the  pond  before  floo<Ung  in  the  early  winter,  to  avoid 
danger  that  organic  matters  may  be  taken  up  by  the  ice  ;  and  no  ice  con- 
taining foreign  matters  should  be  used,  and  this  will  exclude  all  ice  formed 
in  the  shallow  water  near  the  shores. 
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New  Bedford. 

Fib.  6, 1902. 
To  the  Board  of  EeaUhofthe  CUy  of  New  Bedford, 

Gentlemen:  —  The  State  Board  of  Health,  Id  response  to  your  request 
of  January  24  for  advice  as  to  the  use  of  ice  from  Russell's  Pond  for 
domestic  purposes,  has  caused  the  pond  and  its  surroundings  to  be  exam- 
ined and  samples  of  the  water  and  ice  to  be  analyzed.  The  examination 
shows  that  the  water-shed  of  the  pond  contains  many  houses  and  other 
buildings,  and  it  is  possible  that  polluting  matters  may  at  times  find  their 
way  into  the  pond.  It  appears  also  that  the  pond  is  quite  shallow  over  a 
considerable  portion  of  its  area. 

The  only  way  in  which  it  is  possible  to  obtain  ice  from  this  pond  which 
may  be  safely  used  for  domestic  purposes  will  be  to  remove  from  the  ice 
the  first  inch  of  ice  that  formed  upon  the  pond,  and  all  snow  ice  or  other 
ice  formed  by  rain  or  fiooding  above  this  first  inch,  and  to  retain  for  use 
only  the  clear  ice  beneath  the  first  inch  which  forms.  It  is  also  important 
that  ice  be  harvested  only  from  those  portions  of  the  pond  where  there  is  a 
depth  of  a  foot  or  more  of  water  between  the  ice  and  the  bottom  of  the 
pond,  and  that  no  ice  containing  weeds  or  other  foreign  substances  be 
used.  If  these  conditions  are  carefully  observed,  it  is  likely  that  ice  which 
may  safely  be  used  for  domestic  purposes  can  be  obtained  from  this  source 
under  present  conditions. 

Pollution  of  Ponds,  Streams  and  Other  Bodies  of  Water. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  action  of  the  Board  during 
1902  in  reply  to  applications  for  advice  relative  to  the  pollution  of 
ponds,  streams  and  other  bodies  of  water  :  — 

Agawam. 

July  3, 1902. 

Mr.  Henry  E.  Bodurtua,  Chairman  of  Board  of  Selectmen^  Agawam^  Mass, 

Dkar  Sir  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application 
for  advice  as  to  the  use  of  a  storm  water  drain  in  Main  and  Lane  streets 
as  a  public  sewer,  and  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its 
engineers. 

The  drain  in  question  discharges  into  a  ditch  on  the  southerly  side  of 
Lane  Street,  in  which  there  is  little  or  no  flow  during  the  summer  season ; 
and,  while  this  is  a  suitable  outlet  for  storm  water,  the  discharge  of  sewage 
at  this  place  would  create  objectionable  conditions.  The  Board  would 
advise  that  no  connections  be  allowed  for  the  discharge  of  sewage  into 
this  drain. 

The  Board  has  also  considered  the  conditions  caused  by  the  discharge 
of  mill  wastes  from  the  woolen  mill  of  the  Agawam  Company  into  the 
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Three  Mile  River,  as  requested  in  your  application,  and  has  caused  the 
locality  to  be  examined.  At  the  present  time  the  pollution  of  the  stream 
is  caused  by  the  discharge  of  spent  dyes,  the  principal  effect  of  which 
appears  to  be  the  discoloration  of  the  water.  A  considerable  relief  could 
doubtless  be  obtained  for  the  present  if  an  arrangement  could  be  made  so 
that  the  spent  dyes  would  be  discharged  only  at  times  when  the  wheels  are 
running,  or  when  there  is  a  considerable  flow  of  water  in  the  stream  below 
the  mill. 

It  is  very  important,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  to  prevent  the  pollu- 
tion of  the  Three  Mile  River  and  the  streams  and  waters  about  the  village 
by  sewage  or  manufacturing  refuse ;  and  the  Board  would  advise  that  a 
plan  be  prepared  for  the  proper  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  village  and 
the  wastes  from  the  mill.  Such  poitions  of  the  plan  as  might  be  required 
from  time  to  time  could  then  be  built,  and  the  pollution  of  the  waters 
about  the  \illage  prevented. 

Chables  River  Dam  CoMHrrrEE. 

Jaw.  23, 1902. 
To  Henrt  S.  Pbitchett,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Charles  River  Dam. 

Sir  :  —  The  public  work  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  the  proposed  dam  in  Charles  River,  is  the  work  required  in  relation  to 
the  general  oversight  and  care  of  inland  waters  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Statutes,  and  the  work  upon  the  examination  of  sewer  outlets  and 
the  effect  of  sewage  disposal  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  104  of  the 
Acts  of  1901. 

The  proposed  dam,  it  is  assumed,  would  be  located  a  short  distance  above 
kigie*8  bridge,  between  Boston  and  Cambridge,  and  would  raise  the  water 
"^  a  constant  level  about  8  feet  above  the  Boston  city  base.  The  informa- 
tion collected  refers  to  the  quantity  of  sewage  discharged  into  the  river  and 
^ta  tributaries  above  the  dam,  and  the  relation  of  this  quantity  to  the  flow 
^^  the  stream  after  the  dam  shall  be  built,  and  the  effect  of  such  discharge 
^Pon  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  river. 

The  Charles  River,  above  the  proposed  dam,  drains  an  area  of  about  306 

^^Uare  miles.     Near  Dedham  there  is  a  channel  leading  from  Charles  River 

^^to  the  Neponset  River,  which  is  known  as  Mother  Brook,  and  it  has  been 

"^^cided  by  the  courts  that  Mother  Brook  is  entitled  to  one-third  of  the  water 

^^  the  Charles  River  at  the  point  of  diversion.     Taking  out  one-thii-d  of  the 

drainage  area  above  Mother  Brook,  the  total  water-shed  of  the  river  at  the 

pit)posed  dam  is  approximately  239  square  miles. 

The  upper  portion  of  the  Charles  River  water-shed  is,  for  the  most  part, 
sparsely  populated.  At  Milford,  near  the  extreme  upper  end  of  the  water- 
shed, there  are  two  sewer  outlets  discharging  into  the  river  the  sewage  from 
about  600  people.  At  Milford,  Franklin  and  Medway,  manufacturing 
wastes  are  discharged  into  the  stream  from  factories  and  mills  at  several 
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places ;  but,  so  far  as  knowu,  there  are  no  other  sewer  outlets  into  this 
stream  between  those  at  Milford  and  the  proposed  basin,  a  distaoce  of 
about  56  miles  along  the  river,  and  the  river  above  the  latter  point  is  more 
free  from  direct  sewage  pollution  than  any  other  of  equal  size  in  the  east- 
em  part  of  the  State. 

The  sewage  from  Cambridge,  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  proposed  basin, 
is  collected  into  a  branch  of  the  north  metropolitan  sewerage  system,  which 
discharges  at  Deer  Island.  The  sewage  from  Waltham  and  WatertowD, 
on  the  northerly  side  of  the  river  above  Cambridge,  and  the  sewage  of  New- 
ton, Brighton,  Brookline  and  the  Back  Bay  district  of  Boston,  together  with 
sewage  from  the  westerly  side  of  the  city  proper  bonlering  on  the  Charles 
River  and  from  the  valley  of  Stony  Brook,  one  of  its  tributaries,  find  an 
outlet  through  the  main  drainage  system  of  the  city  of  Boston  at  Moon 
Island. 

The  sewers  of  Waltham,  Watertown  and  Newton  are  constructed  upon 
the  separate  plan,  storm  water  being  kept  separate  from  the  sewage.  In 
Brighton,  Brookline  and  Boston  the  sewers  are  constructed  largely  on  the 
combined  plan,  and  receive  both  sewage  and  rain  water.  When  the  main 
drainage  and  metropolitan  sewers  were  built,  and  intercepted  the  local 
sewers,  valves  were  placed  at  the  connections  with  the  intercepting  sew- 
ers whereby  the  flow  of  local  sewers  at  times  of  storms  is  largely  shut  off 
from  the  intercepting  sewers,  and  discharges  through  the  former  outlets; 
and  in  the  district  bordering  Charles  River  these  outlets  dischai^e  into  the 
river  or  its  tributaries. 

Since  the  Boston  main  drainage  system  was  constructed  a  much  larger' 
area  has  been  connected  with  it  than  was  originally  planned ;  and  the 
quantity  of  rainfall  that  can  be  received  from  the  districts  having  com- 
bined sewers  as  a  whole  is  much  smaller  at  present  than  is  provided  for 
in  the  original  plan. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  river  in  Cambridge  the  sewers  were  constructed 
upon  the  combined  plan  originally,  and  sewage  and  storm  water  were  received 
into  the  sewers.  At  the  connections  with  the  local  sewers  valves  are  placed 
similar  to  those  on  the  Boston  side  of  the  river,  by  which  the  excess  of  flow 
at  times  of  storms  is  discharged  through  original  outlets  into  Charles  River. 

Sewers  on  the  separate  system  are  now  being  built  in  Cambridge  which 
are  connected  directly  with  the  metropolitan  sewer,  without  shut-off  valves ; 
and,  in  connection  with  the  separation  of  the  sewage  from  the  storm  water, 
sewers  have  been  built  for  storm  water  only,  which  discharge  directly  into 
the  river.  The  capacity  of  the  Cambridge  branch  of  the  metropolitan 
sewer  for  receiving  storm  water  is  much  greater  than  the  capacity  of  the 
metropolitan  and  Boston  main  drainage  sewers  south  of  the  river ;  and  the 
quantity  of  mingled  sewage  and  storm  water  discharged  ipto  the  river  ia 
less  in  Cambridge  in  proportion  to  the  area  than  in  Boston. 

The  total  number  of  storm  overflow  outlets  from  the  metropolitan  sewers 
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into  the  Charles  River  above  the  proposed  dam  is  about  80.  There  are 
also  25  overflows,  so  far  as  known,  from  sewers  in  the  valley  of  Stony 
Brook,  from  which  mingled  sewage  and  storm  water  may  be  discharged 
into  that  stream  at  times  of  storms. 

The  calculated  quantity  of  sewage  discharged  into  the  river  and  Stony 
Brook  from  these  various  overflows  is  equivalent,  at  the  present  time,  in 
a  dry  season  at  the  time  when  the  flow  of  the  river  would  be  lowest,  to  the 
sewage  of  about  4,300  people,  discharging  continuously ;  but  this  sewage 
does  not,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  discharge  continuously,  but  at  irregular  inter- 
vals during  rains  at  many  outlets  all  along  the  shores  of  the  basin  and  along 
Stony  Brook,  a  condition  favorable  for  a  thorough  dilution.     To  this  should 
be  added  the  sewage  of  about  1,000  persons  in  houses  along  Beacon  Street 
in  tlie  Back  Bay  district  of  Boston,  which  are  said  to  have  independent 
outlets  into  the  river. 

The  Boston  main  drainage  system  receives  at  the  present  time  the  sewage 
from  a  very  much  larger  area  than  that  for  which  it  was  originally  designed ; 
tnd  a  new  main  intercepting  sewer,  known  as  the  high-level  sewer,  is  now 
being  constructed  from  the  Back  Bay  district  of  Boston  in  a  generally 
fioath-easterly  direction  across  Boston  and  Quincy  to  an  outlet  near  Nut 
Island.    This  sewer  is  designed  to  take  the  flow  of   sewage  from  the 
Charles  River  valley  metropolitan  sewer  and  areas  in  the  Back  Bay  district 
of  Boston,  together  with  the  sewage  of  portions  of  Dorchester,  Roxbury 
and  West  Roxbury,  which  now  flows  into  the  Boston  main  drainage  system, 
and  to  convey  it,  with  other  sewage,  to  the  new  outlet  near  Nut  Island. 
Thie  sewer,  which  is  of  very  large  size,  will,  when  completed,  receive  all 
of  the  sewage  of  the  Charles  River  valley  metropolitan  sewer,  with  addi- 
tions from  some  of  the  Back  Bay  districts,  and  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
Stony  Brook  valley,  and  it  will  provide  for  removing  many  times  the 
quantity  of  storm  water  which  can  now  be  received  into  the  Boston  main 
drainage  system  ;  at  the  same  time,  by  relieving  the  Boston  main  drainage 
system  of  the  flow  of  the  Charles  River  valley  and  other  sewers,  the  com- 
pletion of  the  high-level  system  will  greatly  increase  the  capacity  of  the 
Boston  main  drainage  system  for  removing  storm  water. 

After  the  high-level  sewer  is  built,  probably  within  two  years,  it  is  cal- 
culated that  the  quantity  of  sewage  that  will  discharge  through  the  storm 
overflows,  in  a  dry  season  when  its  dilution  by  the  flow  of  the  river  would 
be  the  least,  would  be  equivalent  to  the  sewage  of  about  2,400  people,  and, 
adding  the  population  in  houses  along  Beacon  Street,  to  3,400  people,  dis- 
charging sewage  all  the  time  ;  but  this  discharge,  as  already  indicated,  will 
take  place  during  rains  at  irregular  intervals  and  at  numerous  outlets  all 
about  the  basin. 

Comparing  the  quantity  of  sewage  that  would  be  furnished  by  3,400 
people  with  the  estimated  flow  of  the  river  for  the  three  driest  consecutive 
months  that  have  occurred  within  the  last  twenty-seven  years,  the  dilution 
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by  the  flow  of  the  river  alone  would  be  far  greater  than  the  amount  which 
is  regarded  as  essential  for  the  prevention  of  objectionable  conditions 
under  such  circumstances. 

The  condition  indicated  herein  which  will  exist  when  the  high-level  sewer 
system  Is  completed  will  doubtless  be  modified  by  future  growth  of  popu- 
lation and  changes  in  the  systems  of  sewerage.  If  nothing  further  should 
be  done  to  prevent  sewage  entering  the  river  or  its  tributaries  through 
storm  overflows  after  the  construction  of  the  high-level  sewer,  it  is  unlikely 
that  the  increase  in  the  quantity  of  sewage  discharged  into  the  basin 
through  such  overflows  would  produce  objectionable  conditions.  A 
material  enlargement  of  the  area  served  by  combined  systems  of  sewers 
is  impossible  under  existing  laws,  and  the  work  of  separating  the  sewage 
from  the  storm  water  in  areas  already  provided  with  sewers  upon  the  com- 
bined plan  has  been  undertaken  within  the  district  tributary  to  the  basin ; 
and  a  reduction  in  the  quantity  of  sewage  entering  the  basin  and  its  tribu- 
taries through  storm  overflows  will  gradually  come  about  if  this  policy  is 
adhered  to,  —  and  the  sanitary  interests  of  the  district  require  that  it 
should  be  adhered  to. 

A  considerable  fraction  of  the  present  pollution  of  the  river  can  be  pre- 
vente(l  by  constructing  an  intercepting  sewer  which  shall  take  the  sewage 
from  the  Beacon  Street  houses,  now  discharging  directly  into  the  river, 
into  the  high-level  system.  This  being  done,  the  amount  of  sewage 
entering  through  the  storm  overflows  at  present  or  likely  to  enter  at  any 
future  time  would  be  so  small,  compared  with  the  flow  of  water  in  the 
river,  that  it  could  not  be  regarded  as  a  menace  to  the  health  of  those 
boating  upon  the  basin  or  living  upon  its  borders. 

COHASSET. 

Mat  1, 19Q2. 

To  Thomas  Mannix,  Chairman  of  the  CommiUee  on  Cemetery^  Cohasset^  Mass. 

Sir  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application  for 
advice  as  to  whether  or  not  the  placing  of  a  cemetery  on  the  southerly  side 
of  North  Main  Street  in  Cohasset  west  of  Sohier  Street  and  north  of  the 
New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  would  injure  the  water  sup- 
ply of  the  town,  and  has  considered  the  results  of  investigations  as  to  the 
movement  of  ground  waters  in  this  territory. 

It  appears  from  the  results  of  examinations  of  this  territory  several  years 
ago  by  means  of  test  wells,  with  a  view  to  the  use  of  ground  water  from 
lands  along  the  railroad  west  of  Sohier  Street  for  the  supply  of  Cohasset, 
that  the  ground  water  of  this  region  is  affected  by  pumping  from  the  pres- 
ent wells  of  the  Cohasset  Water  Company ;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Boaid« 
if  the  lands  indicated  in  your  application  should  be  used  as  a  cemetery,  the 
water  entering  the  wells  of  the  Cohasset  Water  Company  would  be  injuri- 
ously affected  thereby. 
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Harwich  (Wychmere  Harbor). 

Oct.  2, 1902. 

To   tJie  Board  of  Health  of  the   Town  of  Harwich,  Mr.  Ambrose  N.  DoaKe, 

Chairmufi. 

Gentlemen: — The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Sept. 
18,   1901,  a  communication  relative  to  offensive  odors  caused  by  seaweed 
collecting  along  the  shore  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  jetty  at  Harwichport, 
and  requesting  that  the  State  Board  of  Health  examine  the  locality  and 
advise  you  as  to  the  removal  of  the  objectionable  conditions  complained 
of.      Subsequently,  on  May  13,  1902,  a  second  communication  was  received 
from  your  board,  stating  that  the  waters  of  Wychmere  Pond  at  Harwich- 
port  had  suddenly  become  polluted,  and  requesting  this  Board  to  examine 
the  conditions  prevailing  there,  and  advise  your  board  as  to  the  proper 
coarse  to  pursue  in  order  to  abate  the  nuisance. 

In  response  to  these  applications,  the  Board  caused  Wychmere  Harbor 
and  the  seashore  at  Harwich  port  to  be  examined  at  different  times  during 
the  past  summer  by  its  engineers ;  but  no  offensive  odora  were  noticeable 
at  these  times,  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  serious  pollution  of  the  watei*8 
of  Wychmere  Harbor.     Tiie  deposit  of  seaweed  in  the  harbor  does  not 
appear  to  be  increasing  at  present,  and  is  not  exposed  at  low  water, 
excepting  possibly  at  one  or  two  points,  and,  unless  disturbed,  is  not 
noticeably  offensive.     The  harbor  receives  sewage  from  neighboring  build- 
ings at  two  or  three  places,  but  the  quantity  is  so  small  that  its  effect  upon 
the  water  is  not  noticeable. 

A  communication  from  your  board,  received  on  September  12,  states 
that  no  objectionable  odors  have  been  noticed  since  the  last  examination 
was  made,  in  midsummer,  and  that  you  consider  further  investigation 
unnecessary.  This  Board  will,  therefore,  take  no  further  action  in  the 
matter. 

Hudson. 

Oct.  2. 1902. 
To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Hudson,  Mr.  Nathan  Russell,  Secretary,^ 

Gentlemen: — The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  applica- 
tion for  an  examination  of  the  condition  of  Clye  Bj'ook  in  the  town  of 
Hudson,  and  advice  as  to  the  sources  of  the  pollution  of  the  stream,  and 
has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers  and  sam- 
ples of  the  water  to  be  analyzed. 

It  appears  that  Clye  Brook  is  a  small  stream  flowing  from  the  vicinity 
of  the  rubber  factory  through  a  thickly  built-up  portion  of  the  town  to 
a  large  mill  pond,  known  as  Bruce's  mill  pond.  Sewage  and  wastes  from 
the  rubber  factory  at  the  upper  end  of  the  stream  are  discharged  directly 
into  it,  and  it  receives  also,  directly  and  indirectly,  the  sewage  from  a  large 
number  of  dwelling  houses  below  the  rubber  factory.  The  water  flowing 
in  the  brook  has  the  appearance  of  sewage  and  has  an  offensive  odor. 
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The  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  the  brook  show  that 
the  evidences  of  sewage  pollution  are  greater  at  the  upper  end  near  the 
rubber  factory  than  at  the  lower  end ;  but,  even  if  the  sewage  and  wastes 
from  the  rubber  factory  should  be  diverted  from  the  brook,  it  is  probable 
that  its  condition  would  still  be  offensive,  on  account  of  the  sewage  dis- 
charged from  buildings  farther  down  the  stream. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  the  best  method  of  improving  the  condition 
of  Clye  Brook  is  to  construct  a  sewer  in  this  valley  to  receive  the  sewage 
of  the  rubber  factory  and  of  the  houses  now  draining  directly  or  indirectly 
into  the  stream,  and  remove  it  to  some  suitable  place  of  disposal. 

It  appears  from  examinations  made  by  the  Board  that  sewerage  is 
required  in  other  portions  of  the  town,  and  that  at  some  places  sewage 
is  discharged  into  drains  intended  for  storm  water,  —  a  very  objectionable 
method  of  providing  sewerage,  which,  if  continued,  is  liable  to  cause  the 
town  much  trouble  and  expense  in  the  future. 

The  Board  would  advise  that  any  sewers  or  other  works  constructed  for 
the  removal  of  sewage  from  Clye  Brook,  or  other  places  in  the  town  which 
require  sewerage,  be  so  located  and  constructed  that  they  may  form  a  part 
of  a  general  system  for  the  village  in  the  future.  The  Board  would  also 
advise  that  surface  water  and  ground  water  be  kept  out  of  the  sewers, 
since  surface  water  and  ground  drainage  can,  if  not  mingled  with  sewage, 
be  allowed  to  discharge  into  local  water  courses  without  offence.  The 
quantity  of  sewage  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  town  will  in  this  way  be  kept 
much  smaller  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case,  and  the  cost  of  disposing 
of  it  greatly  reduced. 

Manchester. 

Aug.  7, 1902. 

To  the  Water  Commissioners  of  the  Town  of  Manchester,  Mr.  N.  P.  Meldram, 

Chairman. 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  July 
25, 1902,  a  request  for  advice  relative  to  the  protection  of  the  water  supply 
of  Manchester  from  pollution  by  the  disposal  of  night  soil  and  garbage  at  cer- 
tain places  within  the  water-shed  of  Saw  Mill  Brook,  in  the  valley  of  which 
the  wells  from  which  your  water  supply  is  now  drawn  are  situated,  and  has 
caused  the  localities  indicated  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers. 

It  appears  from  the  information  furnished  by  you  that  night  soil  has 
been  deposited  near  the  southerly  side  of  Leach  Mount,  so  called,  in  the 
valley  of  one  of  the  main  branches  of  Saw  Mill  Brook,  and  also  at  a  place 
in  the  valley  of  the  brook,  about  1,000  feet  west  of  the  wells  from  which 
the  water  supply  is  drawn. 

An  examination  was  also  made,  at  your  request,  of  a  piggery  located  on 
the  westerly  side  of  the'  main  road  from  Manchester  to  Essex,  a  short 
distance  south  of  one  of  the  main  tributaries  of  Saw  Mill  Brook,  which  is 
a  place  of  disposal  for  garbage  collected  in  Manchester. 
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^Fhere  is  no  doubt  that  Saw  Mill  Brook  has  been  polluted  by  the  disposal 
of  night  soil  near  Leach  Mount  in  the  westerly  part  of  its  water-shed ;  and 
it  is  evident^  from  an  examination  of  the  surroundings  of  the  piggery,  that 
much  polluting  matter  from  this  place  also  finds  its  way  into  the  stream. 

Xhe  deposit  of  night  soil  at  the  place  about  1,000  feet  west  of  the  wells 

in    the  lower  part  of  the  water-shed  of  Saw  Mill  Brook  is  so  located  that 

the  surface  drainage  from  this  place  probably  enters  the  brook  below  the 

wells;  but  it  is  evident,  from  the  character  of  the  soil,  that  the  liquid 

portion  of  the  material  deposited  at  this  place  will  find  its  way  readily  into 

the  ground,  the  soil  being  porous,  and  may,  in  this  way,  affect  the  quality 

of  the  water  of  your  wells.     It  is  not  practicable,  however,  to  determine 

from  a  superficial  examination  of  the  ground  whether  any  of  the  ground 

water  from  this  neighborhood  enters  the  wells,  and  in  order  to  determine 

this  it  would  be  necessary,  to  make  a  careful  observation  by  means  of  test 

wells  upon  the  movement  of  the  ground  water. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  it  is  very  important  that  the  pollution  of 
the  water  of  Saw  Mill  Brook  above  the  wells  should  be  prevented,  since  it 
is  probable  that  part  of  the  water  which  enters  the  wells  from  which  the 
[        water  supply  of  Manchester  is  drawn  is  derived  from  the  brook  by  filtra- 
tion through  the  ground.     It  is  especially  important  to  prevent  the  deposit 
of  polluting  matters  upon  the  grouu<l  at  any  place  from  which  ground 
water  may  drain  toward  the  wells ;  and,  while  the  deposit  of  night  soil  at 
the  place  about  1 ,000  feet  west  of  the  wells  may  not  at  present  affect 
the  quality  of  the  water,  safety  requires  that  the  use  of  a  place  so  near  the 
wells  for  this  purpose  should  be  discontinued. 

The  Board  would  advise  that  the  town  provide  some  proper  means  for 
the  disposal  of  garbage  and  night  soil,  whereby  the  danger  of  the  pollution 
of  the  water  supply  of  the  town  shall  be  avoided. 

Mattapan  Improvement  Association  (Neponset  River). 

Mat  23,  1902. 
To  the  MfUlapan  Improvement  Assoc i(if  inn,  John  E.  Savage,  Clerk. 

Oextlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  appli- 
cation for  information  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  Neponset  River,  as 
compared  with  the  conditions  existing  in  this  valley  five  years  ago,  when  a 
special  report  upon  this  stream  was  made  by  this  Board  to  the  Legislature. 
^0  thorough  examination   of  the  Noponset  River,  such  as  would  be 
required  in  order  to  obtain  the  data  necessary  to  answer  fully  the  question 
presented  in  your  application,  has  been  made  by  the  Board  since  1807,  the 
year  in  which  the  special  report  referred  to  was  presented  to  the  Legisla- 
ture; and  the  Board  is,  therefore,  unable  to  advise  you  definitely  as  to  the 
changes  which  have  taken  place  since  that  time,  or  the  condition  of  the 
river  and  meadows  as  compared  with  their  condition  at  the  time  the  special 
report  was  made. 
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Judging  from  such  chemical  analyses  of  the  water  of  the  river  as  have 
been  made  in  the  years  since  1897,  and  such  other  data  as  is  available, 
the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  conditions  in  this  valley  have  con- 
tinued to  grow  worse  since  the  special  investigation  of  1897. 

NORTHBOROUGH. 

Oct.  2, 1902. 
lb  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Other  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Northborough, 

Gentlemen  :  — The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  August 
27  a  petition  protesting  against  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  Lyman 
School  for  Boys  into  the  Westborough  sewage  beds,  and  stating  that  the 
imperfectly  purified  effluent  from  these  beds  goes  into  the  Assabet  River. 

It  appears  that  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  Lyman  and  Industrial 
Schools  into  the  Westborough  sewerage  system  was  authorized  by  the 
provisions  of  chapter  90  of  the  Resolves  of  1902,  and  the  Board  is 
informed  that  works  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  Lyman  and 
Industrial  Schools,  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  resolve,  are  now 
under  construction. 

In  response  to  your  petition  the  Board  has  caused  the  Assabet  River  to 
be  examined  by  its  engineer  and  has  carefully  considered  the  results  of 
the  operation  of  the  Westborough  sewage  disposal  works  and  the  condition 
of  the  Assabet  River  below  the  filter-beds,  as  shown  by  numerous  analyses 
of  samples  of  effluent  from  the  filter-beds  and  of  samples  of  the  river  water 
collected  at  frequent  intervals  during  several  years  at  a  point  about  1,000 
feet  below  the  filter-beds. 

These  results  show  that  previous  to  the  reconstruction  of  the  outfall 
sewer  and  filter-beds  in  1899  both  crude  and  imperfectly  purified  sewage 
were  discharged  from  the  Westborough  filter-beds  into  the  Assabet  River, 
but  that  since  the  outfall  sewer  and  filter-beds  were  built  by  the  town  of 
Westborough  in  1899  the  filter-beds  have  been  of  ample  capacity  for  the 
thorough  purification  of  all  the  sewage  of  the  town. 

Recent  examinations  of  the  filter-beds  and  analyses  of  the  effluent  there- 
from show  that,  owing  to  lack  of  proper  care  in  the  maintenance  and 
operation  of  the  filters,  the  sewage  was  not  being  purified  as  thoroughly 
by  these  works  as  would  be  practicable  if  they  should  be  properly  operated, 
and  this  Board  so  notifies  the  sewer  commissioners  of  Westborough. 

The  results  of  recent  chemical  examinations  of  the  water  of  the  river 
show,  however,  that  this  stream  is  very  slightly  polluted  at  the  present 
time  by  the  effluent  of  the  Westborough  filter-beds,  and,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Board,  the  condition  of  this  stream  in  Northborough  is  not  at  present 
liable  to  aflfect  unfavorably  the  health  of  those  living  in  its  neighborhood. 

While  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  Lyman  and  Industrial  Schools 
into  the  Westborough  sewerage  system  will  increase  considerably  the 
quantity  of  sewage  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  Westborough  filter-beds,  theae 
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beds  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  purify  satis- 
factorily all  of  the  sewage  likely  to  be  conveyed  to  them,  for  the  present 
at  least,  including  that  which  will  be  contributed  by  the  Lyman  and  Indus- 
trial Schools,  in  such  a  manner  that  the  effluent  will  not  have  an  effect 
apK>n  the  Assabet  River  unfavorable  to  the  health  of  those  living  upon  its 
banks,  and  the  Westborough  filter-beds  can  be  enlarged  in  the  future 
without  special  difficulty. 

Waltham. 

July  3, 1902. 
To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  CUy  of  Waltham, 

G  ENTLEMEN :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  Oct. 
13,  1900,  an  application  for  advice  as  to  the  probable  effect  of  the  use  for 
burial  puri)oses  of  a  part  of  the  Mt.  Feake  cemetery  hitherto  unused  which 
lies  near  the  water  works  reservation ;  and  since  that  time,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  water  works  authorities,  observations  have  been  made 
by  the  Board  for  several  mouths  upon  the  height  of  water  in  various  test 
pits  along  the  edge  of  the  cemetery  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  water  works 
piunping  station,  and  many  samples  of  water  from  the  well  from  which  the 
supply  is  drawn  have  been  analyzed. 

The  results  of  all  the  observations  show  that  ground  water  from  por- 
tions of  the  Mt.  Feake  cemetery  north-east  of  the  present  well,  in  which 
many  interments  have  already  been  made,  is  finding  its  way  into  the  well. 
The  area  of  land  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  further  develop  within  the 
cemetery  is  not  so  near  the  well  as  areas  already  developed,  but  the  obser- 
vations show  that  it  is,  nevertheless,  probably  within  the  area  from  which 
the  ground  water  at  present  flows  toward  the  well. 

The  results  of  analyses  of  water  from  the  well  have  shown  for  several 
years  that  the  water  passing  through  the  ground  into  the  well  is  being 
polluted ;  and  there  has  been  a  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  water 
drawn  from  the  well,  owing  to  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  iron,  though 
the  quantity  of  iron  present  in  the  water  has  not  yet  become  so  great  as  to 
noticeably  affect  its  quality.  The  increase  in  the  quantity  of  iron  is  doubt- 
less due  to  the  passage  of  imperfectly  filtered  water  into  the  well  from  Charles 
River,  and  in  part  to  pollution  of  the  ground  waters  tributary  to  the  well. 
In  a  communication  to  the  mayor  of  Waltham  in  1897  the  Board  sug- 
gested, as  possible  remedies  for  the  deterioration  in  the  water,  that  all 
sewage  be  removed  from  the  territory  supplying  water  to  the  filter  basin  ; 
that  the  draft  from  the  basin  be  diminished  so  that  it  should  not  exceed 
the  amount  drawn  from  the  basin  before  the  quantity  of  iron  began  to 
increase;  and  that  another  source  be  secured  for  the  additional  water 
required  for  the  city. 

It  does  not  appear  that  sewers  have  yet  been  extended  into  the  temtory 
near  the  wells  which  required  sewerage  at  that  time,  though  plans  for  the 
sewerage  of  this  territory  have  now  been  prepared.     The  quantity  of  water 
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used  by  the  city  in  1901,  moreover,  was  50  per  cent,  greater  than  in  1897 
and  more  than  twice  as  great  as  at  the  time  the  quantity  of  iron  in  the 
water  began  to  increase.  Under  the  circumstances,  it  is  likely  that  \kt 
quality  of  the  water  will  continue  to  deteriorate. 

There  is  no  doubt,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  that  the  use  of  the  lands 
in  the  south-westerly  part  of  Mt.  Feake  cemetery  bordering  Charles  River 
for  cemetery  purposes  under  present  conditions  affects  unfavorably  the 
quality  of  the  water  of  the  well,  and  the  use  of  the  area  indicated  for 
development  will  have  a  further  unfavorable  effect  upon  the  quality  of  the 
water.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  desirable,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board,  to  prevent  the  development  of  the  portions  of  the  lands  in  the  ceme- 
tery indicated  in  your  application,  and  the  further  use  of  other  sections 
that  are  within  1,000  feet  of  the  wells. 

AVestborocgh. 

JUKB  5, 1902. 
To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  Westborough, 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  April 
23,  1902,  a  communication  stating  that  sewage  from  some  of  the  buildings 
of  the  Lyman  and  Industrial  Schools  was  overflowing  upon  the  grounds 
near  the  buildings  and  fmding  its  way  into  the  highway,  and  requesting 
this  Board  to  suggest  a  remedy  for  the  nuisance  thereby  created. 

In  response  to  this  request,  the  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be 
examined  by  one  of  its  engineers,  and  finds  that  the  conditions  now  exists 
ing  are  about  the  same  as  those  which  were  found  to  exist  at  the  time  of  a 
previous  examination  by  this  Board  in  the  latter  part  of  1899,  and  that 
iinpurified  sewage  from  some  of  the  buildings  is  discharged  upon  the 
ground  and  finds  its  way  into  the  highways  and  water  courses. 

On  Oct.  5,  1899,  the  Board  advised  the  trustees  of  the  Lyman  and 
Industrial  Schools  to  emi)loy  an  engineer  of  experience  in  matters  relating 
to  sewage  disposal  to  investigate  the  feasibility  and  probable  cost  of  dis- 
posin*r  of  the  sewage  in  connection  with  tiie  system  of  the  town  of  West- 
borouiih,  or  upon  sonic  filtration  area  independent  of  the  town  system. 

It  appears  that  the  trustees  iiave  employed  an  engineer,  as  advised,  and 
caused  investijrations  to  be  made  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the 
school ;  and  that,  since  your  communication  was  received,  a  resolve  has 
been  passed  l)y  the  General  Court  (cliapter  90,  Resolves  of  1902),  author- 
izing a  contract  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  Lyman  and  Industrial 
Schools  by  means  of  a  connection  with  the  trunk  sewer  of  the  town  of 
Westborough,  and  providing  an  appropriation  therefor. 

In  view  of  these  circumstances,  it  appears  to  the  Board  unnecessary  for 
the  town  to  take  further  action  in  the  matter  at  present,  except  to  hasten 
as  much  as  possible  the  construction  of  works  for  disposing  of  this  sewage 
by  a  connection  with  the  sewerage  system  of  the  town  of  Westborough. 
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Oct.  2, 1002. 
To  tKe  Stwer  Commissioners  of  the  Totvn  of  Westborough, 

Gentlemen  :  —  In  response  to  a  petition  from  the  town  of  Northborough 
relative  to  the  discharge  of  imperfectly  purified  sewage  from  the  West- 
borough  filter-beds  into  the  Assabet  River,  this  Board  has  caused  the  con- 
dition of  the  Westborough  filter-beds  and  the  method  of  their  operation  to 
be  examined  by  its  engineer. 

It  appears  from  this  examination  and  measurements  of  the  flow  of  sew- 
ige  that  the  filter-beds  are  of  ample  capacity  for  the  efficient  purification 
of  all  of  the  sewage  of  the  town  of  Westborough  at  the  present  time,  includ- 
ing the  sewage  likely  to  be  received  from  the  Lyman  and  Industrial  Schools. 

At  the  time  the  beds  were  visited,  on  September  5  and  9,  all  of  the  sew- 
age was  flowing  upon  one  of  the  beds,  and  covered  only  about  one-fifth  ot 
the  area  of  this  bed.  Sewage  had  evidently  been  disposed  of  in  this  way 
for  several  days  at  least;  and  a  sample  of  the  eflduent  collected  subse- 
qnentlj  while  these  conditions  still  continued  showed  that  the  effluent  flow- 
ing from  the  bed  was  of  much  poorer  quality  than  these  beds  are  capable 
of  producing  when  properly  operated.  In  order  to  secure  satisfactory 
Purification  of  the  sewage  of  Westborough,  it  is  necessary,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Board,  that  the  .beds  should  be  levelled,  so  as  to  secure*  an  even  dis- 
^bution  of  the  sewage,  and  that  the  sewage  should  then  be  discharged 
opon  them  intermittently  at  frequent  intervals,  and  not  allowed  to  run  for 
Mveral  days  upon  a  single  bed  or  a  portion  of  a  bed,  as  is  now  the  case. 

West  Springfield. 

Sept.  4, 1902. 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Town  of  West  Springfield,  Mr.  S.  A.  Br  ago,  Agent, 

Gentlemen  :  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  July 
28  an  application  requesting  an  examination  of  certain  possible  sources  of 
pollution  in  the  water-shed  of  Bagg  Brook,  used  as  a  source  of  water 
supply  by  the  town  of  West  Springfield,  and  has  caused  the  localities  indi- 
cated by  you  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers. 

^t  appears  that  the  town  of  West  Springfield  draws  water  from  Bagg 

Brook  and  pumps  it  directly  into  the  street  mains  of  the  town.     The 

sources  of  pollution  referred  to  in  the  api)lication  are  near  the  upper  end 

of  the  south-west  brancii  of  the  stream,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from 

the  point  where  the  water  is  taken.     At  thin  place  there  is  a  group  of  farm 

buildings  from  which  polluting  drainage  evidently  finds  its  way  into  the 

hrook.    In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  the  health  of  those  who  use  water 

from  Bagg  Brook  is  endangered  by  pollution  of  the  water  at  this  place ; 

and  the  Board  would  advise  that,  if  the  use  of  this  source  of  water  supply 

is  to  be  continued,  the  pollution  of  the  water  from  the  farm  buildings  be 

prevented. 
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Bagg  Brook  drains  a  cultivated  territory,  and  there  is  danger  of  the 
pollution  of  the  brook  by  material  used  to  fertilize  the  lands  within  its 
water-shed.  Danger  of  the  pollution  of  the  water  from  this  cause  also 
should  be  prevented,  if  the  use  of  the  brook  as  a  source  of  water  supply 
is  to  continue. 

Weymocth  (Whitman's  Pond). 

Dbc.  20, 1902. 
To  Mr.  Edward  J.  Parker,  Quincy^  Mass. 

Dear  Sir:  —  The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you  on  August 
27  a  communication  relative  to  the  condition  of  Whitman's  Pond  in  Wey- 
mouth, and  has  caused  the  pond  and  its  surroundings  to  be  examined  by 
its  engineer,  and  collected  information  as  to  cases  of  malarial  sickness  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  pond. 

As  a  result  of  the  investigation  made  by  the  Board,  it  appears  that  there 
has  been  a  considerable  number  of  cases  of  malarial  disease  in  recent  years 
in  the  northerly  part  of  Weymouth,  and  some  cases  near  the  pond. 
Whether  th^se  cases  may  have  been  caused  by  any  condition  existing  in 
the  pond  cannot  be  stated  with  the  information  now  available  to  the  Board. 

At  the  tinie  the  pond  was  examined,  its  bottom  was  exposed  over  a  very 
large  part  of  its  area.  In  most  places  it  appeared-  to  be  clean  and  dry, 
but  in  some  places  there  were  pools  of  standing  water,  and  other  condi- 
tions which  may  perhaps  require  improvement. 

The  Board  will  make  a  further  examination  of  the  cases  of  malarial 
sickness  in  Weymouth  duiing  the  next  wai*m  season,  and  will  then  advise 
you  as  to  the  information  obtained,  and  take  such  action  as  may  be 
necessary  in  the  matter. 

Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Purpose  of  preventing  the 
Pollution  and  securing  the  Sanitary  Protection  of 
Sources  of  Water  Supply,  in  Compliance  with  Requests 
FROM  THE  Authorities  of  Cities  and  Towns  under  the 
Provisions  of  Chapter  75,  Section  113,  of  the  Revised 
Laws. 

Under  the  provisions  of  section  113  of  chapter  75  of  the  Revised 
Laws,  authorizing  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  make  rules  and 
regulations  for  preventing  the  pollution  and  securing  the  sanitary 
protection  of  sources  of  water  supply,  rules  and  regulations  were 
made  for  the  protection  of  Cape  Pond  in  Rockport,  used  as  a  source 
of  water  supply  for  that  town,  and  for  the  protection  of  Elder's  and 
Assawompsett  ponds  in  Lakeville  and  Middleborough,  used  as 
sources  of  water  supply  for  the  city  of  Taunton. 
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Public  Institutions  (Chapter  75,  Eevised  LaWs,  Section  4). 

Worcester  Insane  Asylum.  A  request  was  received  fipom  the 
trustees  of  the  Worcester  Insane  Asylum  for  the  approval  by  the 
State  Board  of  Health  of  a  tract  of  land  lying  in  Grafton,  West- 
borough  and  Shrewsbury,  as  a  location  for  farming  and  colony  pur- 
poses in  connection  with  the  asylum.  The  proposed  tract  contains 
about  500  acres,  and  is  partly  in  the  water-shed  of  the  Assabet 
River  and  partly  within  that  of  'the  Quinsigamond  River.  The 
Board  approved  the  location  Aug.  7,  1902. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


EXPLANATORY  NOTE. 

The  systematic  ezaminatioo  of  the  water  supplies  of  Massachasetts  was  begun 
by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  June  1, 1887,  and  has  been  continued  up  to  the  present 
time.  The  results  of  the  investigations  which  were  made  during  the  first  two  years 
were  publiHhed  in  the  special  report  of  the  Board  upon  the  Examination  of  Water 
Supplies  (1890),  and  the  results  of  the  examinations  made  in  succeeding  years  have 
been  published  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  Board,  beginning  with  the  twenty- 
second  (1890). 

The  special  report  upon  the  Examination  of  Water  Supplies  (1890)  contains 
descriptions  of  each  of  the  public  water  supplies  in  the  State  existing  at  the  time  of 
that  report,  and  the  results  of  chemical  and  microscopical  examinations  of  samples 
of  water  collected  from  the  principal  sources  of  supply.  The  annual  reports  begin- 
ning with  the  report  for  the  year  1890  contain  descriptions  of  all  new  works  and  the 
Important  changes  in  existing  works,  together  with  the  results  of  the  chemical  and 
microscopical  examinations  which  have  been  made  of  the  various  sources  of  supply. 
In  the  annual  report  for  the  year  1898  a  brief  description  of  the  source  of  supply 
wa8  given  in  cases  where  a  knowledge  of  the  conditions  and  surroundings  of  the 
source  would  assist  materially  in  understanding  and  interpreting  the  analyses. 

In  the  reports  previous  to  1901  the  results  of  practically  all  of  the  analyses  which 
have  been  made  of  the  various  sources  of  supply  have  been  presented  in  fhll;  in 
the  report  for  the  year  1901  the  results  of  the  individual  analyses  were  omitted  in 
most  cases,  and  only  the  average  of  the  analyses  made  during  the  year  was  given, 
and  this  plan  has  been  followed  in  the  present  report.  In  a  few  cases  in  which  the 
analyses  made  during  the  year  are  of  special  interest  fcom  some  cause,  or  in  which 
there  has  been  a  marked  change  in  the  character  of  the  water  during  the  year,  the 
analyses  of  all  of  the  samples  collected  during  the  year  are  given  in  full.  Wherever 
analyses  have  been  made  regularly  in  previous  years,  the  mean  of  the  averages  of 
previous  years  is  given  for  comparison ;  but  in  some  cases  where  there  has  been  a 
change  from  year  to  year  in  the  character  of  the  water,  the  average  analysis  for 
each  previous  year  is  given  in  the  tables. 

Microscopical  examinations  have  been  made  of  nearly  all  of  the  samples  from 
surface  water  sources  which  have  been  examined  chemically ;  but  the  results  of  these 
examinations  are  omitted  from  this  report,  except 'in  cases  where  certain  organisms 
which  are  known  to  have  given  trouble  in  water  supplies  have  been  found  in  con- 
siderable numbers. 

In  this  report,  as  in  former  reports,  an  alphabetical  arrangement  by  towns  has 
been  adopted  in  presenting  the  analyses  of  all  sources  of  water  supply,  the  source 
being  tabulated  under  the  name  of  the  town  supplied,  except  that  the  analyses  of 
the  sources  used  for  the  supply  of  the  metropolitan  water  district  are  placed  at  the 
beginning.  The  analyses  of  samples  collected  Arom  rivers  not  used  directly  as 
sources  of  water  supply  are  given  in  a  subsequent  chapter. 
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The  method  of  making  chemical  ezamlnatlons  has  not  been  changed  daring  the 
past  year.  All  surface  waters  and  snch  samples  of  ground  water  as  contain  sus- 
pended matter  are  filtered  through  filter  paper  before  determining  the  color,  residue 
on  evaporation,  albuminoid  ammonia  In  solution  and  oxygen  consumed.  Some 
ground  waters  which  are  practically  clear  and  colorless  when  drawn  from  the  ground 
become  turbid  on  standing,  In  consequence  of  the  oxidation  of  the  Iron  which 
they  contain ;  in  these  waters  the  residue  on  evaporation  is  determined  without 
-filtration. 

The  color  of  the  water  Is  expressed  by  numbers,  which  Increase  with  the  amount 
of  color.  The  standards  used  are  natural  waters,  the  color  of  which  has  been  accu- 
rately determined  by  comparing  them  with  the  nesslerized  ammonia  standards  which 
were  described  on  page  681  of  the  special  report  on  the  Examination  of  Water 
Supplies  (1890),  and  on  page  829  of  the  annual  report  for  1892.  By  using  natural 
waters  as  standards  of  comparison,  an  apparent  rather  than  an  actual  color  Is 
obtained,  as  a  natural  water  nearly  always  has  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  turbidity, 
which  gives  the  water  an  appearance  of  having  a  greater  color  than  it  would  have 
if  there  were  no  turbidity. 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  1902  has  been  about  normal.  The  greatest  excesses 
occurred  in  February  and  December,  and  the  greatest  deficiencies  In  January,  May 
and  November. 

The  flow  of  streams,  as  indicated  by  the  Sudbury  River  records,  has  been  slightly 
greater  than  the  normal,  although  during  nine  months  of  the  year  the  flow  was  less 
than  the  normal  for  those  months.  The  months  in  which  an  excess  occurred  were 
January,  March  and  December.  There  was  a  considerable  deflclency  In  the  flow 
during  the  months  of  July,  August  and  September. 

Tables  showing  the  average  rainfall  in  the  State,  together  with  the  normal  rain- 
fall for  a  long  period  of  years,  and  the  flow  of  some  of  the  streams  in  the  State,  are 
given  in  a  chapter  entitled  **  Water  Supply  Statistics  and  Flow  of  Streams." 
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Water  Supply  op  the  Metropolitan  Water  District. 

Daring  the  year  1902  water  has  been  supplied  from  the  Metropqlitan 
Water  Works  to  the  following  cities  and  towns :  — 


CITY  OR  town. 


PopuUtlon  In 


Boston, 

Somerville, 

Chelsea, 

Maiden, 

Arlington, 

Qaincy 

Everett, 

Medford,* 

Melrose 

Watertown, 

Revere, 

Winthrop, 

Belmont, 

Nahant, 

Stoneham, 

Swampscott, 

Milton,* 

Total  population  of  cities  and  towns  supplied,  . 


560392 

61,648 

84,072 

38,664 

8,608 

28,899 

24,886 

18,244 

12,962 

9,706 

10,895 

6,058 

8,929 

1,152 

6,197 

4,548 

6,578 


826,878 


*  PartUlIy  sapplied  from  local  soorcet. 

In  addition  to  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  above  table,  a  small  portion  of 
the  town  of  Sangns  has  been  supplied  with  water  from  the  metropolitan 
works,  and  during  the  summer  months  a  small  quantity  of  water  was  sup- 
plied to  the  town  of  Lexington.  The  town  of  Milton  was  supplied  in  part 
from  the  metropolitan  works  after  March  1,  and  since  August  22  the 
entire  supply  of  the  town  has  been  taken  from  this  source. 

The  principal  source  of  supply  of  the  district  during  the  year  has  been 
Framingham  Reservoir  No.  3,  which  is  supplied  chiefly  from  the  Sudbury 
Reservoir,  which  in  turn  receives  through  the  Wachusett  aqueduct  the 
water  of  the  south  branch  of  the  Nashua  River.  Water  was  drawn  from 
these  sources  and  from  Lake  Cochituate  each  month  during  the  year. 
Water  was  drawn  from  Framingham  Reservoir  No.  2  from  June  to  Novem- 
ber inclusive,  and  from  Framingham  Reservoir  No.  1  during  the  months  of 
May  and  Jane. 
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HBTBOPOI.ITAN  WATEB  DISTBICrr. 

Chemical  Examination  ov  Water  from  the  Sodbcks  or  Scpplt  or  the 

METHOfOLiTAN  Water  District. 

^inepoxet  Siver,  Holden. 
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MBTBOPOLITAir  WATBB  DISTIUCT. 
ChEKICAI.  EXAHtMATION  OP  WaTBS  FBOH  THE   SODBCES  OF  SUPFLT  OP  THE 

Metsopolitan  Water  District— Oonluiued. 
Franingham  Reservoir,  No.  3. 
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HBTBOPOLITA.N  WATER  DI8TBICT. 

Chrmical  Examination  op  Wateu  yRou  the  Socxces  of  Supplt  or  the 

.METROIM3LITAN  Water  Distkuti  —  Chniitiued. 

Ashland  ReMrvoir,  Bottom. 
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HBTeOPO£,ITAN  WATER  DISTRICT. 

CHEincAL  EzAifCNATiOH  or  Water  froh  Tns  Sodbces  of  Sdpply  or  THS 

Mbtbopolitak  Water  District— Concluded. 

Faucet  at  Stale  Boute,  Botton. 
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ADAMS  VtBB  DISTBICT. 

Watir  Supplt  or  Adaus  Ftkb  Dunucr. 
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ASHFIELD. 

ASHTTELD. 

WaUrs  examined  in  Connection  wilh  Advice  kUH  Btftrtwx  to  a  Proposed  Water 
Supply  for  Aahfield.    (See  also  page  6.) 
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AVON. 

Water  Supplt  oy  Ayom. 
WeU. 
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Water  Supply  of  Bbtiblt. 
(See  StUem.) 

Water  Sdpplt  of  Billkrica. 
Tubular  Welb. 

(Part*  pet  lOO.im.] 
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bbockton. 

Water  Sdpplt  of  Brocktok. 

Salisbury  Brook  Storage  Heservoir. 

(r«n«  pn  iM.ooo.) 
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Water  examined  in  Conneeiion  with  Advice  to  the  Bolzer-Cobot  EUetrie  Company. 
(See  also  page  7.) 
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cambridgb. 

Water  Supplt  of  Cambridqe. 
Fresh  Pond. 

[Parti  par  100,000.] 
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CANTON. 

Well  near  Henry's  Spring, 
[Pan*  pu  100,000.] 
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(See  Meiropalilan  Water  District,  pages  95-99.) 
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Wateh  Supplt  of  Cohasset.  —  CoiuBSET  Water  Cohpakt. 
Tubular  WelU  West  oflhe  Main  VUlage  (Old  System). 
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CONCORD. 

Water  Supflt  of  A[assachdsett3   Rbfobmatort,  Concord.     (See  aUo 

page  8.) 

(For  analyses  of  samples  collected  from  Nagog  Pond,  see  Acton,  page  99.) 


Water  Supply  of  Uiddlkskx  School,  Concord.     (See  also  page  9.) 
Baleman't  Pond. 

[Parta  per  100,000.] 
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Batemaitt  Pond,  after  Filtration. 

[Pari*  par  100,000.] 
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CONWAT. 

COSWAT. 

Water  examintd  in  Conneelion  with  Invesligaliom  relative  to  a  proposed  Water 
Supply  for  South  DeerJieUl.     (See  also  page  10} 

[Paru  per  1OO.0OD.] 
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Watek  Sopplt  of  Cottaqk  CiTT.  —  CorrxoE  Cnr  Watkb  Gompant. 
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[P*rii  par  100.000.} 
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DEDHAM. 

Water  Supply  of  Uedham.  —  Dbuhah  Water  Company. 
Lnrge  Well. 

[Piru  per  100,000.] 
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Dbbrpirld.  —  South  Dekrpield  Water  Sopplt  District. 

Waters  examined  in  Connection  with  Advice  relative  to  a  proposed  Water  Supply. 

(See  also  page  10.) 

[P.ru  par  100.000,] 
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BAST  BRID6B WATER. 

Water  SoPrLi  of  East  BRtnoEWATER. 
(See  BridgeuHiCer.) 


Water  Supply  of  E^ 
Baaseil  Brook. 

[PurU  par  100, WW.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Eastom.  —  North  Eastoh  Village  District. 
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Water  Supply  of  Everett. 
(See  MelropolUnn  Water  DitlruU.  pages  M-99.) 


Water  examined  in  Connection  with  Advice  to  the  City  Authorities.     (Sec  also 
page  12.) 

(P«rU  par  100,000.] 
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faibhavbn. 

Water  Sdpplt  of  Fairhaven.  —  Fairratem  Water  Compant. 
Tubular  Welh. 

[Put!  pn  lOO.OOO.] 
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FirCHBUBG. 

Meelinghouse  Pond,  in  We»tmin»ler. 
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yoasklik. 

Water  Supplt  of  Franklin.  —  Franklin  Water  Compakt. 
Wells. 
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Dike's  Brook  Storage  Retervoir. 

[Psru  per  lOO.DOO.] 


1 

A-xo,,.. 

s 

HnxooKs 

1 

3 

1 

1 

I 

1 

j 

1 

si 

1 

Arnnto  ot  ten  prstlaoi  ;■■'•,     . 

... 

\'l\\'.l 

...» ..... 

01« 

.«n£ 

■SB 

.oow 

.0000 
.0000 

.*S  0.3 

Wallace  Pond. 

A™^o,.™p,.„n«,«i,Oj.. 

4.W  j  i.Ta 

.MlB.M7l'..llrt 

:: 

;: 

q:3 

.44  0  4     - 
.M  O.t     - 

Water  Supply  o 

■uonieroDhnUDg. 
¥   GRB4T    BaRRINGTOS   FiRK  DISTRICT. 

Oreen  Biver. 

'^iSm*'  "'  '  ""P""  """W  1" 

:: 

l.«      l.M 

rm 

.MM 

.OWT 

.0000':  .01 

«.J 
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OROTON. 

Water  SopFtr  of  Gkoton.  —  Gkoton  Wateb  Compant. 
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HIM6HAM. 

Water  Sl-pplt  of  Hinohau.  —  Hikohau  Water  Companv.     (See   also 

page  15.) 
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HOLTOKB. 

Wright  and  Athley  Ponds. 

[Put*  par  100,000.] 
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Dow'i  Brook  Storage  Setervoir. 
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LAWBBNCB. 

Merrimaek  River  after  FiUralion. 
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LEXIMOTON. 

Water  examined  in  Conntetion  wiih  Advice  relative  to  Additional  Water  Supply, 
(See  also  page  26.) 

[Put!  p«[  100,000.] 
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Tubttlar  Wills  in  the  Valley  of  the  Merrimaeh  Rioer  near  tAe  Pawtueket  Boulevard. 

{Part*  ptr  100,000.] 
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LYNN  AND  SAUGUS. 

Waldtn  Porta. 

[Pull  per  100,000. J 
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MAXDBIf. 

Water  Sopply  of  Ualdem.       i 
(See  MetropotUan  Water  Ditlrict,  pages  95-99.) 

Water  Supplt  of  Manchester.     (See  also  page  27.) 

Large  Well. 

[Paru  pcrlOO.iXW.] 
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mansfield  t7atbr  buppi.y  dibtbict, 
Water  Supplt  of  Uamsfiblo  Water  Supplt  District. 
WeU. 

[P«U  p«r  lOO.OOO.] 
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MARLBOROUGH. 

Millham  Brook,  near  its  Entrance  to  the  Millham  Brook  Storage  Reservoir, 

[Paru  per  100,000.] 
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WaterTSupply  OF  Marshfield.  —  Bramt  Rock  Water  Company. 
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HEDFIZLD  IKSANE  ASTI.U1C. 

■Water  Supply  op  MKDPiEtD  Insane  Astlvh. 
Farm  Pond  in  Sherborn. 

[P*rti  par  lOO.OM.] 
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BCISDLBBOROUQH  FIBE  DISTRICT. 

Well  — Concluded. 

Aceraget  fiy  Taari. 
[Paru  per  lOO.OW.I 
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HILU8. 
Water  Sdpplt  of  Millis. 
Agua  Bex  Spring. 

[PuU  par  lOO.MM.] 
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montague. 

Watzr  Supply  op  Hoktaqde.  —  Turner's  Falls  Firs  District. 
Lake  Pleasatii. 

IFutt  p«r  1(I0,IK».] 
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NANTUCKBT. 

Wella  near  Wannacomtt  Pond, 

[P«U  p«t  100,000.] 
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kobth  adams. 

Water  Sofflt  of  North  Adams. 
Notch  Brook  Storage  Reservoir. 
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NOBTH  BBOOKFIBLD. 

North  Pond. 
[Pan*  p*t  iMiMO.] 
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WiiER  Supply  of  Obakgi. 
DUtriituting  Reservoir. 
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FEABODT. 

Spring  Fond. 
[Pkrta  p*r  100,0m.] 
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PIiTUOUTH. 

Wateb  Sufflt  of  Plthodtb. 
LiUle  South  Porut. 
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QriNCT. 
Water  Scpplt  of  Qoingt. 
(See  MtirDpolilan  Water  DMriat,  pages  95-99.) 
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Water  (/  FiUer  OatUty  after  patting  through  the  Meehtmieal  Fitter. 

IPhU  p*r  1M,DI».] 
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BUTZiAlfD* 
Waivb  Sofflt  of  Rdtlamd. 
MuKhopauge  Lake, 

[PkRa  wt  VMflM.} 
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Pkrti  p«r  IM.o 

00.1 

ll' 

*„«.«„ 

1 

Ahhovia. 

1 

»":r- 

.1 

s 

1 

1 

J 

1 

C 

il 

1 

1 

S 

1 

tMW 

Jnn.io 

V..ll,l... 

V..llfl.i. 

.M 

27.80 

.03M 

«» 

7.16 

.«») 

.OOM 

.» 

... 

OON 

MMU 

JaMW 

V..!lghl. 

Nooe. 

.IT 

!1.40 

.ono 

0140 

..a 

...» 

.0001 

... 

'■■ 

.MM 

Odor,  lalatlr  noplMMnt  vbau  boated. Tb*  umpla*  war*  oatlaetad  troa  a  tabalar  w*U  at 

"       b. 

Water  Scfplt  of  Sacocs. 
(See  Lynn.^ 


148 


STATE   BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


SCmiATB. 

Watbr  Si:pplt  of  Scitdate.  —  Scitcatk  Water  CoxfAirT. 
WeUM. 

[Parta  iMT  VnjM.} 


1 

S 

i 

1 

AH<.n<. 

£ 

,.«,„ 

1 

j 

1 

i' 

1 

1 

i 

^■S"«»- 

unplH» 

"•"-■  '■ 

.01 

is.w 

.dWt 

,001* 

t.w 

'■» 

.0001 

.n 

... 

•"» 

WaUn  examined  in  Connection  wUh  Adeiee  to  the  Scituale  Water  Company.    (Sm 
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Watbb  Supplt  of  Sbeffield.  —  Sheffield  Wxter  Cohpant. 
Spring. 

[Pirti  par  V»,<M.] 
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Water  SupPLr  of  Souertille. 
(See  Metropolitan  Water  Dislriel,  pagea  95-99.) 

South BOROUGH. 
Voters  examined  in  Connection  with  Advice  to  the  Town  Aulhoriiies. 
page  38.) 
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SODTHBBnWB. 

Watke  Supplt  or  Sodthbridob.  —  SonrBBBtDOB  Water  Scpplt 

COHPAKT. 

Saiehtt  Brook  Storage  Hetervoir. 
[Pull  per  loo.ooe.] 
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Watbr  Supply  op  Springfield  and  Ludlow.     (See  also  pages  39, ' 
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SPBIMOFIXLD  AKB  LUDLOW. 

A  Brook  Canalf  Ludlow. 

[P.rU  p.r  100.WX1.] 
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Watkr  Sdpplt  of  Stomehah. 
(See  MetropolUan  Water  Dutrid,  pages  95-99.) 
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STOUGHTOK. 

Water  Supply  or  Stouohton. 
WeU. 

[Put*  par  100,000.] 
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page  44.) 

[Putt*  p*r  100,000.] 
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StURB  RIDGE. 

Water  examineil  in  ConitedionuHlh  Advice  lo  the  Fiakdnle  Mills.    (See  also  page  44.) 
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SUNDERIiAlTD. 


SUNDERLAKD. 

Vatert  examined  t'n  Conntction  with  Advice  relative  tt 
(See  also  page  45.) 
[FkiU  p«  loo.ooa.) 
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Watkk  Soppli  of  Swahpscott. 
(See  Metropolitan  Water  District,  pages  95-99.) 
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Long  Pond,  in  LakevUU. 

[FuU  par  lOO.OCn.] 
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TFoter*  exomtncd  in  Conneelion  wilh  Advict  relative  to  a  Propoied  Wafer  Supply. 
(See  also  page  46.) 
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TKWKS^JTRT  STATE  nOSFITAIi. 

Water  Sdpflt  of  Tkwxbbcbt  {State  Hospital. 
Wells. 

[Puta  p«r  100,000.] 
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Wateb  Supplt  or  Tisburt.  —  Vikktard  Hatrn  Water  Cohfaht. 
Spring. 


A«rj^of 
Anrai*  ot 

1001. 

uopl.  «UhM  In 

.01 

4. BO 

.0000 

.0004 

l.OB 

.OOU 

.0000 

.01 

a.t 

.OCM 

•unplM  odllMUd  Id 

.00 

4.90 

.ooot 

.0018 

1.01 

.00*0 

.0000 

.OS 

o.s 

.KM 

Water  Supply  or  WAKsriELD. — Wakefield  Water  Coupaitt. 
CtyiUULake. 


[PkcMptrlOO/m.] 

1 

"IF' 

.™.„. 

1 

s 

»,™.. 

1 
1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

AUDKl.DID. 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

pma. 

Ai-enge  of  dIdc  pisiloni  jaan,  . 

.10 

'■" 

,!« 

.DO.. 

.one 

..1.. 

-WSl 

■" 

••>" 

™i 

z 

'■' 

- 

Odor  IB  loot,  ganonlly  vegMabU.    Tha  orvuDlMii  I>lnatTt»n  « 


. ,, .,  ... m  I>lnatTt»n  wu  prawpt  In  iha  HmplM  eotlMMd 

■nd  BapUmbar,  ud  mtgtna  ia  Ih*  umpla  Gollested  la  Dsnamliar. 

Water  Supply  of  Walpolk. 

Tubular  WeUs. 


Si; 

OumplaagollHledln 

.. 

a.» 

.ooos 

.^ 

.^1 

..,., 

.«. 

.01 

1.1 

•OOOT 

ill  piavlDiii  jean,     . 

.00 

>.«a 

.0001 

•■»' 

- 

.m. 

- 

.0. 

1.0 

.OOU 

Water  Supply  of  Walthah. 

Well  and  FUter  aaUerg. 

.0. 

I. IS 

.OOU 

.Mas 

.» 

.«a. 

.0000 

.10 

a.4 

.0»T 

ATancaof 

"""""■""•■    ■ 

.03 



7.0S 

.0030 

■•" 

t 

.om 

.0000 

.00 

B.3 

.OOM 

ma  of  wM«t  Itam  Iha  Charlai  RIVar  oppOTlIB  Ih*  wall  ■nd  fllMr  gallarj 
•  "  ChailH  RiTar  "  In  Iba  «b*pMt  on  llu  "  SlamlutlMi  ot  Blnn." 


156 

■WAKB. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pab.  Doc. 


Watee  SnppLt  OF  Wabb. 
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Water  Sdpplt  of  Watland. 
Fautxi  in  Wayland. 
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Water  txamined  tn  OonnMUon  tptih  Advice  relative  to  an  Additional  Water  Suppiy 

for  WetUtky  College.     (See  also  page  48.) 
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WHITMAN. 

Water  Sdpplt  of  Whitiun.     (See  also  page  49.) 
Sobarri  Pond. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WATER  SUPPLY  STATISTICS. 


water  supply  was  introduced  during  the  year  1902  into  the  town  of 
ain,  making  the  total  number  of  cities  and  towns  in  the  State  provided 

public  water  supplies  168.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  State  contained 
rities,  all  of  which  were  provided  with  public  water  supplies,  and  320 
18,  of  which  135  are  provided  with  public  water  supplies, 
be  following  table  gives  the  classification  by  population  of  cities  and 
IS  having  and  not  having  public  water  supplies  Dec.  31,  1902.  The 
ilations  are  taken  from  the  census  of  1900. 
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ToUl 
Population  of 

Places 
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168 

2.569.620 

185 

286,826 

rem  the  totals  given  in  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  48  per  cent,  of  the 
L  number  of  cities  and  towns  in  the  State  have  a  public  water  supply, 
that  these  places  contain  91.6  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population  of  the 

here  are  now  10  towns,  having  by  the  census  of  1900  a  population  ez- 
liDg  3,000,  which  are  not  provided  with  public  water  supplies.  These 
given  in  the  following  table  :  — 


kstoDe, 
►stable. 
'Qisford, 
Perell, . 
'ksbnry. 


TOWK. 


Population  In 
1000. 


6,721 
4.864 
8,984 
3,701 
8.683 


Town. 


Population  In 
lOOO. 


Dartmouth, 
Dudley, 
TempletoD. 
Sutton, 
Hardwtck,  . 


3.660 
8,553 
3,480 
8.828 
8,208 


168 
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Of  the  168  cities  and  towns  having  public  water  supplies,  all  of  the  cities 
and  87  of  the  towns  own  their  water  works,  while  48  towns  are  wholly  sap- 
plied  by  private  companies. 

The  following  table  gives  the  classification  by  population  of  the  towns 
which  own  their  water  works  and  those  which  are  supplied  with  water  hy 
private  companies :  — 


POPULATIOW 
(1900). 


Number  of 
Places  of  Given 

Popalatlon 

owning  Water 

Worki. 


Total 
Population  of 

Places 

in  Preceding 

Column. 


Under  1,000, 
1,000-1,900, 
8,000-2,990, 
8,000-8,999, 
4,000-4,999, 
5,000-6,999, 
6,000-0,999, 
7.000-7,999, 
8,000-8,999, 
9,000  9,999, 
Above  10,000, 
ToUle, 


9 

12 

13 

13 

6 

7 

4 

3 

42 


120 


1,650 
12,822 
21,600 
41,726 
58,302 
70,870 
88,778 
52,254 
84,212 
28,786 
1,994.520 


Number  of 

Places  of  OiTtn 

Population  iup- 

plied  with  Water 

by  Private 

Companlei. 


Total 
Popalatlon  of 

Places 

in  Preceding 

Colomn. 


0 

12 

0 

7 
3 
5 
1 
4 
0 
2 
5 


2.355,520 


48 


0 
18,814 
21,584 
28,415 
18,746 
25,923 
6,058 
2B,S55 
0 
18,763 
56,342 


214,000 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  totals  given  in  the  above  table  that  the  population 
of  those  towns  supplied  with  water  by  private  companies  is  only  8  per 
cent,  of  the  total  population  in  all  of  the  cities  and  towns  supplied  with 
water,  and  that  there  are  now  only  5  towns  having  a  population  above 
10,000  which  are  supplied  by  private  companies. 

At  the  beginnhig  of  the  year  1891  there  were  55  cities  and  towns,  having 
a  combined  population  of  318,319,  supplied  by  private  companies.  Since 
that  time  water  has  been  introduced  by  private  companies  into  15  towns, 
while  in  22  cities  and  towns  supplied  by  private  companies  the  water  works 
have  been  purchased  or  taken  by  the  public,  making  the  total  number  of 
towns  now  supplied  by  private  companies  48.  The  total  population  of 
the  places  supplied  by  private  companies  has  been  reduced  during  this 
time  from  318,319  to  214,000,  a  reduction  of  about  one-third. 

Tiie  following  table  gives  statistics  with  regard  to  the  consumption  of 
water  in  cities  and  towns  of  this  State  where  such  records  are  kept.  The 
population  for  1902  was  obtained  by  adding  two-fifths  of  the  increase  in 
population  from  1895  to  1900  to  the  population  as  determined  by  the  census 
taken  in  the  latter  year.  The  daily  consumption  of  water  per  inhabitant 
has  been  obtained  by  dividing  the  average  daily  consumption  by  the  esti- 
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mated  population  of  the  city  or  town  in  1902.  The  qaantity  obtained  in 
this  manner  is  somewhat  leas  than  the  average  quantity  used  per  consumer, 
as  there  are  in  all  cities  and  towns  a  greater  or  less  number  of  people  who 
do  not  use  the  public  water  supply.  The  di£ference  between  the  number 
of  inhabitants  and  the  number  of  consumers  is  generally  much  greater  in 
the  smaller  and  sparsely  populated  than  in  the  larger  and  more  densely 
populated  towns,  and  in  those  towns  in  which  a  public  water  supply  has 
been  recently  introduced  than  in  those  which  have  been  supplied  with  water 
for  a  longer  period.  In  some  of  the  towns  used  as  summer  resorts,  the 
population  during  the  summer  months  is  much  greater  than  that  shown  by 
the  census,  and  in  such  cases  the  consumption  per  inhabitant,  as  given  in 
the  total,  is  somewhat  higher  than  it  would  be  if  allowance  were  made  for 
the  increased  population  in  summer. 

SUUistics  relating  to  the  Consumption  of  Water  in  Various  Cities  and  Towns, 


CiTT  on  Town. 

Eatl. 

mated 

Popnla- 

tkmln 

▲▼erage 
Daily 

Coninmp- 
don. 

Oalloni. 

Dally 
Oonanmp- 
tton  per 
Inhabi- 
tant. 

Oalloni. 

IMS. 

CiTT  OB  Town, 

Esti- 
mated 
Popula- 
tion in 

l»Ot. 

Average 
Dally 

Oonaomp' 
tlon. 

Galloni. 

Dany 
Consump- 
tion per 
Inhabi- 
UnL 

Gallons. 

IMS. 

MetropoUtoo  Water 

DUtrlet. 
Abingtoo  and  Roek. 

land. 
Ameabnry, 

021.800 
0,881 
0,268 

110,146,000 
408,000 
406,000 

120 
41 

a 

Framingbam, . 
Gardner, . 
Glonoeater,     . 

12,018 
11,466 
25,286 

420,000 

846,000 

1,046,000 

86 
74 
41 

AndoTer, 

7,080 

328,000 

46 

Grafton,  . 

4,776 

06,000 

90 

Attleboroogb, 

12,888 

438,000 

84 

Groton,   . 

1,006 

67,000 

84 

Avon, 

1,787 

62,000 

84 

Hopkinton,     . 

2,470 

84,000 

14 

Ayer, 

2,584 

02,000 

86 

Hyde  Park,     . 

18,811 

040,000 

69 

BeTerly,  .               • 

14,n6 

1,044,000 

71 

Ipewicb,  .       .  ,    . 

4,688 

110,000 

24 

Billerica, . 

2,864 

74,000 

26 

Lawrenoe, 

86,717 

3,464,000 

62 

BrmlntrM, 

6,240 

688,000 

86 

Longmeadow, 

887 

67,000 

63 

Brldg«WBter     and 
BaatBridgewater. 
Brockton, 

0,881 
42,820 

187,000 
1,800,000 

20 
33 

Lowell,   . 

Lynn  and  Saagna, . 

00,210 
76,206 

5,720,000 
4,684,000 

58 
62 

BrookUiM, 

21,448 

1,061,000 

01 

Mancheater,    . 

2,780 

267,000 

02 

Cambridge,     . 

06,088 

8,000,000 

84 

Manafleld, 

4,120 

147,000 

36 

Canton,    . 

4,668 

226,000 

60 

Marblebead,    . 

7,647 

484,000 

64 

DanTera  and    Mld- 

dleton. 
Dedbam, . 

0,686 
7,666 

702,000 
676,000 

74 
80 

llarlborongb, .  .    . 
Maynard,               . 

18,062 
8,168 

628,000 
227,000 

40 
72 

Baaton,    . 

4,001 

190,000 

24 

MeUinen,        .       • 

8,240 

883,000 

40 

FklrbaTen, 

8,660 

278,000 

76 

Mlddleborongb,     • 

6,063 

241,000 

85 

Fall  BiTer,      . 
Ftalmoulb,              • 

111,187 
8,888 

4,866,000 
180,000 

80 

47 

Mtlford  and  Hope- 
dale. 
Mlllbnry, 

14,714 
4,155 

701,000 
105,000 

64 

47 

Foxboroni^,  . 

8,286 

176,000 

64 

Montague, 

6,187 

488,000 

79 
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Statistics  relaiing  to  the  Consumption  of  Water  in  Various  OiUes  and  Ibums— 

Concluded. 


CiTT  OH  Toirv. 

Esti- 
mated 
Popula- 
tion In 

1908. 

Arerage 

Daily 
Consump- 
tion. 

Gallons. 

190S. 

Daily 
Consump- 
tion per 
Inhabl- 

UnL 

Gallons. 

CiTT  OS  TOWH. 

Esti- 
mated 
Popula- 
tion In 

199S. 

Daily 

Oonanmp- 

tion. 

Oalions. 

Dally 

Con  snap- 

tlonper 

InhaM- 

tanL 

Gallons. 
19M. 

Nantucket, 

3,002 

149,000 

60 

Salem,     . 

86,649 

8,060,000 

84 

Natick,    . 

9,758 

404,000 

41 

Sharon,   . 

2,197 

68.000 

81 

Needham, 

4,218 

275,000 

66 

Stoughton, 

5,510 

220,000 

42 

New  Bedford, 

65,318 

6,872,000 

98 

Taunton, . 

82,604 

1,618,000 

46 

Newburyport, 

14,448 

669,000 

46 

Tisbury, . 

1,208 

64,000 

63 

Newton,  . 

85,986 

1,927,000 

64 

Wakefield,      . 

9,684 

6n,ooo 

60 

North  Andoyer,     . 

4,513 

92.000 

90 

Walpole, 

8,808 

228,000 

60 

North  Attleboroagh 

,      7,623 

296,000 

39 

Waliham, 

24.623 

2,435,000 

99 

North  Brookfield,  . 

4,568 

188,000 

41 

Ware,      . 

8,606 

842,000 

40 

Norwood, 
Orange,   . 

5,842 
5,584 

827,000 
146,000 

66 
26 

Wareham,   Onaet 

Bay. 
Webster, 

8,468 
9,206 

88,000 
841,000 

11 
87 

Peabody, 

11,928 

1,261,000 

107 

Wellesley,      . 

5,400 

257,000 

48 

Provlncetown, 

4,123 

148,000 

36 

Weaton,  . 

1,884 

48,000 

26 

Randolph  and  Hoi. 

brook. 
Reading, . 

6.312 
6,070 

248,000 
146,000 

89 
29 

Whttmao, 
WInchendon, . 

6,819 
6,206 

122,000 
96,000 

10 
18 

Rockport, 

4,314 

228,000 

68 

Wobum, . 

14,284 

1.218,000 

86 

Rutland, . 

1,476 

60,000 

41 

Worceeter,      . 

128,288 

8,211,000 

65 

Rainfall. 

The  average  yearly  rainfall  in  MaBsacbusetts,  as  deduced  from  long- 
continued  observations  in  various  parts  of  tbe  State,  is  45.54  incbes.  The 
average  rainfall  for  the  year  1902  in  those  places  the  records  from  which 
were  used  in  obtaining  the  normal  was  45.04  inches,  making  a  deficiency 
of  one-half  of  an  inch.  Tbe  greatest  excess  in  1902  occurred  in  the  months 
of  February,  March,  October  and  December,  and  the  greatest  deficiency 
occurred  in  January,  May  and  November.  The  rainfall  in  the  summer 
months  was  not  far  from  the  normal. 

The  following  table  gives  the  normal  rainfall  in  the  State  for  each  month, 
as  deduced  from  the  observations  at  various  places  for  a  long  period  of 
years,  together  with  the  average  rainfall  at  those  places  for  each  month  in 
1902,  and  the  departures  from  the  normal :  — 


No.  34.] 


WATER  SUPPLY  STATISTICS. 


171 


MOHTH. 

Normal 
RainlUU 

Inchei. 

Rainfall. 
Inchei. 

Excess  or 

Deficiency. 

IMS. 

Inches. 

MOMTH. 

Normal 
BainfiiU. 

Inches. 

Rainfall. 
l»Ot. 

Inches. 

Excess  or 

Deficiency. 

1908. 

Inches. 

Jannary, 
Febraary,    . 
Mareb, . 
April,   . 

May.     .        .       . 
June,    . 
July,     . 

8.88 
8.78 
4.18 
8.48 
8.76 
8.17 
8.84 

2.16 
5.60 
5.78 
8.88 
1.51 
2.76 
8.46 

—1.72 
+1.01 
--1.60 
+0.85 
—2.24 
—0.41 
—0.80 

August, 
September,  . 
October, 
Noyember,  . 
December,  . 

Total,     . 

4.28 
8.87 
4.06 
4.00 
8.71 

8.58 
4.16 
5.10 
1.81 
8.76 

—0.70 
+0.79 
+1.04 
-2.78 
+2.05 

45.64 

45.04 

—0.60 

Flow  of  Streams. 

The  flow  of  streams  for  the  year  1902,  as  indicated  by  the  records  of  the 
Sodbary  River,  was  slightly  greater  than  the  normal,  although  during  nine 
months  of  the  year  the  flow  was  less  than  normal  for  those  months.  The 
months  in  which  an  excess  occurred  were  January,  March  and  December. 
The  greatest  deficiency  occurred  in  the  months  of  May  and  November. 

In  order  to  show  the  relation  between  the  flow  of  the  Sudbury  River 
during  each  month  of  1902  and  the  normal  flow  of  the  same  river  as  de- 
duced from  observations  during  the  twenty-eight  years  from  1875  to  1902, 
inclusive,  the  following  table  has  been  prepared.  The  area  of  the  watershed 
of  the  Sudbury  River  above  the  point  of  measurement  is  75.2  square  miles. 

T€U>le  showing  the  Average  Monthly  Flow  oj  Sudbury  River  for  the  Year  1902  in 
Cubic  Feet  per  Second  per  Square  MUe  of  Drainage  Area  and  in  OaUons  per 
Day  per  Square  Mile  of  Drainage  Area,  eUso  Departures  from  the  Normal  Flow, 


NOBMAL  Flow. 

Actual  Flow  ros  190S. 

EZOBSt  OR  DariOISKCT. 

MOSTH. 

Cubic  Feet 

per 

Second 

per  Square 

Mile. 

Gallons  per 

Day 
per  Square 

Cubic  Feet 

per 

Second 

per  Square 

Gallons  per 

Day 
per  Square 

Mile. 

Cubic  Feet 

per 

Second 

per  Square 

Gallons  per 

Day 
per  Square 

Jannary, 
February,   . 
March, 
April,  . 
May.    . 
June,    . 
Jnly,    . 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November,  , 
December, 

1.804 
2.911 
4.604 
8.201 
1.776 
0.782 
0.202 
0.456 
0.866 
0.801 
1.404 
1.748 

1,226,000 

1,881,000 

2,060.000 

2,068,000 

1,148,000 

478,000 

180,000 

205,000 

286,000 

518,000 

907,000 

1,129,000 

2.728 
2.690 
6.497 
2.016 
1.149 
0.460 
0.101 
0.208 
0.276 
0.782 
0.688 
2.758 

1,768,000 

1,674,000 

4,199,000 

1,886.000 

748,000 

808,000 

66,000 

186,000 

178,000 

506,000 

444,000 

1,770,000 

+0.884 
—0.821 
+1.908 
—0.285 
—0.627 
-0.268 
-0.101 
—0.248 
—0.000 
—0.019 
—0.716 
+1.006 

+638,000 

—207,000 

+1,230,000 

-183,000 

—405,000 

—170,000 

—128,000 

—160,000 

—58,000 

—12,000 

—468,000 

+660,000 

1.676 

1,068,000 

1.746 

1,140,000 

+0.071 

+57.000 

The  next  table  shows  the  weekly  fluctuation  during  1902  in  the  flow  of 
three  streams  which  were  carefully  measured,  namely,  the  Sudbury,  the 
south  branch  of  the  Nashua  and  the  Merrimack.  The  flow  of  these  streams, 
particularly  the  Sudbury  and  the  south  branch  of  the  Nashua,  serves  to 
indicate  the  flow  of  the  other  streams  in  eastern  Massachusetts. 


_a 
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The  flow  of  the  Merrimack  River  is  affected  to  some  extent  by  the  diver- 
sion of  water  from  two  of  its  tribataries,  the  Nashua  and  Sudbury  rivers, 
for  the  water  supply  of  the  metropolitan  district.  The  quantity  diverted 
in  1902  amounted  to  about  170  cubic  feet  per  second,  which  would  reduce 
the  figures  given  for  the  flow  per  square  mile  of  water-shed  about  0.036 
cubic  feet  per  second. 

The  water-shed  of  the  Sudbury  River  is  75.2  square  miles,  of  the  Nashua 
119  square  miles  and  of  the  Merrimack  4,664  square  miles. 


Flow  in  Cubic  Fekt  pb«       i 
Seooid  pkr  Hqcahk  Mils  of 
Watbb-sbbd.                I 

Flow  iv  Cubic  Fkbt  pbr 
Sbcokd  pbr  Squakb  Milb  of 

WATBB-aHBB. 

Wkek  krding 

Wbbk  bmdibo 

BUIDAT. 

Sndbnry 
River. 

South 
Branch 
Nashoa 

River. 

Merrimack 
River. 

SUVDAT. 

Sndbary 
River. 

Soath 
Branch 
Kaahoa 

River. 

MerrimadE 
River. 

Jan.     6, 

7.067 

8.201 

4.026 

1908. 

July     6, 

0.162 

0.462 

1.111 

12. 

2.376 

2.209 

1.696 

18. 

0.128 

0.2n 

0.871 

W. 

1.480 

1.403 

1.189 

20. 

-^.001 

0.S97 

0.702 

26. 

4.427 

8.342 

2.692 

27. 

0.648 

0.617 

1.007 

Feb.     2, 

2.228 

2.927 

2.166 

Aug.    3. 

0.276 

0.687 

0.746 

9, 

1.788 

1.876 

1.624 

10, 

0.204 

0.870 

0.614 

16, 

l.llS 

1.086 

1.009 

17. 

0.196 

0.760 

1.217 

23, 

1.022 

1.876 

0.884 

24, 

—0.069 

0.476 

0.741 

March  2,      . 

12.028 

10.998 

8.266 

31. 

—0.084 

0.216 

0.747 

». 

4.926 

4.478 

7.760 

Sept.    7. 

0.116 

0.810 

0.611 

18. 

7.478' 

6.887 

6.404 

M. 

0.600 

0.864 

0.718 

28. 

6.706 

4.991 

6.889 

21. 

0.220 

0.847 

0.840 

80, 

8.882 

8.164 

4.226 

28. 

0.160 

0.848 

0.764 

April  6, 

2.210 

2.829 

4.681 

Oct.     6, 

0.781 

0.842 

1.619 

18. 

6.780 

6.166 

6.291 

12, 

0.766 

1.486 

1.490 

20. 

2.182 

2.900 

8.366 

19. 

0.878 

1.089 

1.120 

27. 

1.686 

1.904 

2.841 

26. 

0.276 

0.846 

1.001 

May     4. 

2.706 

2.919 

8.868 

Nov.    2. 

1.810 

8.024 

S.666 

11. 

1.376 

1.700 

2.697 

9. 

0.748 

1.248 

1.464 

18. 

0.707 

1.138 

1.482 

16, 

0.778 

0.819 

1.168 

25. 

O.OOl 

1.012 

1.094 

23. 

0.418 

0.641 

1.067 

Jane    1, 

0.008 

1.434 

2.146 

30, 

0.698 

0.908 

0.937 

8. 

0.460 

0.816 

1.205 

Deo.     7. 

1.860 

1.371 

1.061 

16. 

0.488 

0.646 

0.942 

K. 

1.050 

1.067 

0.898 

22. 

0.897 

0.647 

1.166 

21. 

2.701 

8.017 

1.762 

29. 

6.061 

0.600 

1.142 

28. 

6.886 

6.181 

8.148 
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The  following  table  gives  the  rainfall  upon  the  Sudbary  River  water-shed 
and  its  total  yield  expressed  in  inches  in  depth  on  the  water-shed  (inches 
of  rainfall  collected)  for  the  year  1902,  together  with  the  average  of  the 
records  of  twenty-eight  years,  from  1875  to  1902  inclusive :  — 


Rainfall,  in 

Inches 

,  received  and  collected  on  Sudbury  Watershed. 

MORTH. 

190S. 

MSAK  FOR  28  YKAB8, 

1S75-1908. 

RatnfaU. 

Rainfall 
collected. 

Per  Cent, 
collected. 

KalnfUL 

Bainfall 
collected. 

Per  Cent, 
collected. 

JaDQAry,    . 

•           t 

2.62 

8.146 

126.0 

4.20 

2.184 

62.1 

Febraftry, . 

6.18 

2.607 

48.6 

4.40 

3.066 

60.4 

March, 

6.84 

7.401 

140.8 

4.60 

6.206 

116.6 

April, 

4.18 

8.264 

78.8 

8.44 

3.671 

103.8 

May,  .       . 

i   .  . 

1.86 

1.826 

71.8 

8.46 

2.048 

60.8 

Jane, .        . 

2.80 

0.623 

18.1 

2.88 

0.817 

28.4 

July,  . 

2.04 

0.117 

4.0 

8.76 

0.837 

0.0 

AaguBt,     . 

8.40 

0.240 

7.1 

4.08 

0.626 

12.0 

September, 

4.64 

0.808 

6.8 

8.20 

0.408 

12.4 

October,    .        , 

4.44 

0.002 

20.8 

4.80 

0.024 

21.6 

November, 

1.46 

0.787 

62.7 

4.12 

1.666 

88.0 

I>ecember, 

6.38 

8.173 

49.8 

3.87 

2.016 

62.1 

TotaU  and  i 

tTert 

«ea, 

46.07 

28.042 

62.0 

46.38* 

22.747 

40.0 

The  Sudbury  River  records  are  particularly  valuable  as  a  basis  for  esti- 
mating the  yield  of  other  water-sheds  in  Massachusetts,  both  on  account 
of  the  accuracy  with  which  the  measurements  have  been  made  and  the 
absence  of  abnormal  conditions,  which  would  unfavorably  affect  the  results. 

The  following  table  gives  the  records  relative  to  the  yield  of  this  water- 
shed for  each  of  the  past  twenty-eight  years,  the  flow  from  the  water-shed 
being  expressed  in  gallons  per  day  per  square  mile  of  water-shed,  in  order 
to  render  the  table  more  convenient  for  use  in  estimating  the  probable  yield 
of  water-sheds  used  as  sources  of  water  supply. 
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volume  of  sewage  depends  very  largely  upon  the  amount  of  matters  in  sus- 
pension. The  determination  of  these  solids,  therefore,  is  of  special  value 
in  comparing  one  sewage  with  another. 

During  the  first  two  years  of  the  operation  of  the  station  daily  determina- 
tions were  made  of  the  amount  of  solid  matters  in  the  sewage  and  the 
amount  of  combustible  matter ;  that  is,  determinations  of  the  total  solids 
and  the  loss  on  ignition.  These  determinations  were  omitted  during  the 
period  from  November,  1889,  to  July,  1902,  but  were  then  resumed  in  con- 
nection with  studies  of  the  septic  tank  and  contact  filters. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  solid  matters  present  in  the  station 
sewage  (1)  from  December,  1887,  to  October,  1889,  inclusive,  and  (2)  from 
July  1  to  Dec.  31,  1902,  inclusive :  — 


Average  Solids  in  Slalion  Sewage  from  December,  1887,  to  October,  1889, 

inclusive, 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


UVriLTBRKD. 

FiLTBBID. 

IH  8UBPBX8IOH. 

Total. 

Lois  on 
Ignition. 

Fixed. 

Totel. 

LoMon 
Ignition. 

Fixed. 

Total. 

LOMOQ 

IffDltian. 

Fixed. 

56.52 

34.88 

82.19 

88.41 

10.70 

22.71 

28.11 

18.08 

0.48 

Average  Solids  in  Station  Sewage  from  July  1  to  Dec,  31, 1902,  inclusive. 


78.20 


34.20 


89.00 


52.40 


18.30 


84.10 


20.80 


15.90 


4.90 


Treatment  of  Sewage  to  remove  Matters  in  Suspension. 

During  the  year  the  regular  sewage  as  pumped  to  the  station  has  been 
treated  in  various  ways,  to  remove,  destroy  or  put  into  solution  the  matters 
in  suspension  in  it  before  application  to  the  filters.  The  principal  experi- 
ments along  this  line  have  been  the  continuation  of  septic  tanks  and  coal 
strainers. 

Septic  Sewage, 

Septic  Tank  A,  having  a  capacity  of  about  220  gallons,  was  put  into 
operation  in  November,  1897,  and  was  continued  throughout  the  year  1902. 
The  tank  is  divided  into  three  sections,  and  was  at  first  air-tight ;  later, 
petcoeks  and  pipes  were  attached  above  for  the  ready  escape  of  the  large 
volume  of  gas  generated.  The  tank  has  been  operated  without  removal  of 
sludge,  and  at  the  end  of  1902  about  30  per  cent,  of  its  capacity  was  filled 
with  this  matter.  The  two  following  tables  show  the  average  analyses  of 
the  sewage  entering  and  the  effluent  from  this  tank  during  1902.  It  will 
be  seen  by  these  averages  that,  of  the  total  organic  matter  of  the  sewage 
entering  the  tank  during  the  year,  as  shown  by  the  albomiiioid  ammonia 


No.  34.] 


PURIFICATION   OF   SEWAGE. 


181 


determinations,  40  per  cent,  did  not  appear  in  the  effluent  of  the  tank ; 
also,  that  20  per  cent,  of  the  organic  matter  in  solution  in  the  sewage,  as 
shown  by  the  albuminoid  ammonia  determinations,  did  not  appear  in  its 
effluent,  and  57  per  cent,  of  the  organic  matter  in  suspension.  The 
oxygen  consumed  determinations  show  that  32  per  cent,  of  the  organic 
matter  determined  in  this  way  was  removed  from  the  sewage  or  destroyed 
by  passage  through  the  tank. 


Sewage  as  U  enters  Septic  Tank  A. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Temperature 
(Deg.  F.). 

Ammonia. 

Chlorine. 

Oxygen 
Coniumed. 

190t. 

Free. 

ALBUMIVOID. 

Bacteria 
per  Cubic 

TotaL 

In 
Solution. 

Centimeter. 

Jannary, 

80 

5.50 

0.86 

.44 

7.45 

4.45 

800,000 

February, 

88 

6.70 

1.01 

.62 

12.64 

5.61 

4,090,000 

MATcb,    . 

44 

4.47 

0.67 

.88 

15.41 

4.00 

1,778,000 

April.      .        , 

48 

5.68 

0.70 

.87 

10.14 

8.82 

1,670,000 

May.        . 

55 

4.88 

0.68 

.81 

11.02 

4.08 

2,210,000 

JniM, 

04 

4.88 

0.66 

.26 

18.49 

8.80 

4,102,500 

July,       .       , 

* 

68 

4.30 

0.51 

.22 

17.77 

8.60 

1,830,000 

Anguat,  . 

87 

4.70 

1.06 

.28 

11.29 

5.20 

2,710,000 

September,     . 

68 

4.67 

0.70 

.88 

18.96 

8.79 

1,860,000 

October, . 

68 

4.08 

0.45 

.24 

9.47 

8.24 

2,380,000 

November, 

52 

4.08 

0.68 

.84 

9.02 

4.58 

8,170,000 

December, 

40 

8.60 

0.58 

.82 

8.56 

4.38 

1,976,000 

Average,  . 

54 

4.71 

0.71 

.84 

11.76 

4.21 

2,256,000 

Effluent  of  Septic  Tank  A, 


44 

48 
49 
50 
54 
64 
67 
65 
66 
64 
52 
44 
55 


4.68 

0.52 

.89 

8.22 

8.88 

4.28 

0.50 

.32 

'  9.06 

8.70 

4.85 

0.40 

.2f 

11.53 

2.82 

4.08 

0.88 

.26 

10.83 

2.37 

5.08 

0.89 

.25 

11.06 

2.69 

4.90 

0.87 

.28 

11.80 

2.25 

4.60 

0.41 

.22 

18.87 

2.83 

5.60 

0.44 

.24 

15.85 

2.76 

4.77 

0.48 

.23 

14.82 

2.48 

8.50 

0.87 

.22 

11.20 

2.85 

4.28 

0.50 

.80 

10.80 

8.42 

8.16 

0.89 
0.48 

.26 

6.94 

8.14 

4.52 

.27 

11.25 

2.85 

176,500 

778,000 

803,000 

816,500 

2,456,000 

809,000 

546,000 

1,350,000 

821,000 

1,346,500 

1,582,000 

1,721,000 

1,020,000 
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Average  Solids  in  Sewage  entering  and  Effluent  from  Septic  Tank  A. 

The  followiDg  table  gives  the  results  of  determiDations  of  the  actual 
amount  of  solid  matter  found  in  the  sewage  entering  the  tank  and  in  its 
effluent  during  the  last  six  months  of  1902,  together  with  the  percentage 
removal  by  passage  through  the  tank :  — 


Average  Solids  in  Sewage  entering  Septic  Tank  A, 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


Umfiltihbd. 

FlLTBRSD. 

IW  SUtPBNSIOK. 

1908. 

ToUl. 

Lost  on 
Ignition. 

Fixed. 

Total. 

Lotion 
Ignition. 

Fixed. 

Total. 

Lotion 
Ignition. 

Fixed. 

June, 
July, 
Auguet,  . 
September, 
October, . 
November,     . 
December,      , 

70.4 
81.8 
07.8 
74.3 
65.0 
74.7 
65.5 

87.0 
33.6 
58.2 
35.0 
80.0 
40.6 
32.4 

41.5 
48.2 
44.6 
80.3 
84.1 
84.1 
83.1 

58.0 
70.8 
56.8 
56.0 
46.8 
46.0 
45.5 

18.4 
26.1 
20.0 
21.7 
15.7 
18.0 
18.8 

84.6 
44.2 
86.8 
85.2 
81.1 
28.0 
26.7 

26.4 
11.5 
41.0 
17.4 
18.2 
27.8 
20.0 

10.5 
7.6 
88.2 
18.8 
15.2 
21.7 
18.6 

6.0 
4.0 
7.8 
4.1 
3.0 
6.1 
6.4 

Average,  . 

76.0 

37.7 

30.2 

53.7 

10.0 

88.8 

28.2 

17.8 

5.4 

Average  Solids  in  Septic  Sewage  A, 


Jane, 

54.2 

10.6 

84.6 

48.2 

14.8 

88.0 

6.0 

6.3 

0.7 

Joly, 

62.0 

25.8 

87.1 

41.4 

14.0 

26.5 

21.5 

10.0 

10.6 

Aogntt,  . 

67.6 

24.6 

48.0 

58.0 

15.4 

42.6 

0.6 

0.2 

0.4 

September,     . 

61.0 

28.4 

88.5 

54.7 

17.2 

87.5 

7.2 

6.2 

1.0 

October, . 

58.8 

28.5 

84.8 

46.6 

15.1 

81.5 

11. T 

8.4 

8.8 

November,     . 

61.7 

28.8 

88.4 

52.1 

10.7 

82.4 

0.6 

8.6 

1.0 

December,     . 

51.1 

25.4 

25.7 

41.7 

18.0 

22.8 

0.4 

6.5 

2.0 

Average, . 

60.7 

24.4 

35.8 

40.0 

16.5 

82.5 

10.7 

7.0 

2.8 

Percentage  removal. 

22.4 

85.8 

- 

8.8 

17.1 

- 

58.0 

55.6 

• 

- 

Andover  Septic  Tank. 

The  experimental  septic  tank  of  the  Board  at  the  sewage  works  of  the 
town  of  Andover  was  kept  in  operation  until  July,  1902,  having  been 
started  during  the  summer  of  1899.  This  tank  has  a  capacity  of  9,000 
gallons.  Exceedingly  strong  and  very  old  sewage  was  passed  through  it, 
and,  while  fairly  successful  as  a  sludge  destroyer,  the  sewage  was  rendered, 
like  that  of  Septic  Tank  B,  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  difficult  to  purify 
by  intermittent  or  contact  filtration  without  preliminary  aeration.  Daring 
its  period  of  operation  it  removed  or  destroyed  about  55  per  cent,  of  the 
nitrogenous  organic  matter  of  the  entering  sewage,  as  shown  by  albuminoid 
ammonia  determinations.    The  period  of  passage  of  the  sewage  averaged 
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aboat  fourteen  hours.  At  the  end  of  two  years  and  six  months  the  deposit 
on  the  bottom  of  the  tank  occupied  11  per  cent,  of  the  tank  capacity.  It 
is  the  intention  to  operate  this  tank  again  if  conditions  at  this  area  change. 
The  following  tables  show  the  average  analyses  of  the  sewage  entering 
and  the  effluent  from  this  tank  during  1902 :  — 

Andaver  Sewage. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


l»Ot. 


JanoAry, 
Febraary, 
March,    . 
April, 
May,       . 
JaxM, 

ATerage, 


Temp«ratar« 
(Dig.  F.)- 


43 
41 
88 
46 
64 
67 


47 


AmCOMXA. 


Fif. 


▲LBUMUrOID. 


Total. 


In 
Solation. 


6.88 

1.81 

0.10 

1.86 

4.40 

1.22 

6.80 

1.47 

8.80 

1.86 

10.80 

2.81 

7.46 

1.60 

.72 
.78 
.66 
.68 
.78 
.84 


.74 


Chlorine. 


Oxygen 
Coniomed. 


6.63 
6.04 
6.82 
6.08 
6.00 
67.88 


16.47 


6.08 
10.06 
6.86 
7.20 
6.66 
10.77 


7,67 


Bacteria 

per  Cable 

Centimeter. 


1,710,000 
6,466,000 
1,600,000 
4,686,000 
4,306,000 
8,680,000 


8,764,000 


Effluent  from  Experimental  Septic  Tank  in  Andover,  Mass. 


Jannary, 
Febmary, 
Mareh,    . 
April, 
May,        . 
June, 

ATerage, 


48 
41 
41 
46 
61 
67 


47 


6.00 

0.60 

.61 

7.16 

3.80 

8.10 

0.00 

.64 

7.06 

6.47 

3.60 

0.60 

.34 

4.48 

8.00 

4.80 

0.61 

.88 

6.70 

2.78 

6.70 

0.82 

.46 

0.89 

4.22 

8.90 

0.76 

.46 

18.72 

4.99 

6.18 

0.70 

.46 

8.08 

4.04 

768,000 
1,220,000 
160,000 
090,000 
748,800 
746,600 
771,200 


Straining  Sewage  through  Coal. 

Strainers  of  anthracite  coal  —  buckwheat  size*  —  have  been  in  operation 
since  1899,  and  have  been  more  successful  than  the  strainers  of  coke,  owing 
to  the  greater  weight  of  the  material,  which  tends  to  keep  it  in  a  compact 
mass,  and  prevents  a  mixture  of  the  coal  and  the  matters  in  suspension  in 
the  sewage. 

Coal  Strainer  E  was  put  into  operation  Feb.  1,  1901,  and  contained 
1  foot  in  depth  of  buckwheat  coal  over  gravel  underdrains.  Its  rate  of 
operation  until  June  22,  1902,  was  1,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and 
from  that  date  until  the  end  of  the  year  1,400,000  gallons  per  acre  daily. 
During  this  period  of  twenty-three  months  it  was  scraped  but  seven  times. 


*  All  wonld  pMt  throQgh  a  eeroen  with  a  ^Anch  meeh,  and  praoUeally  none  through  a  ecreen  with 
an  K-ioch  maib. 
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a  large  amoant  of  sladge  being  removed  each  time.  So  litUe  coal  was 
removed  with  the  sladge  that  its  depth  was  decreased  bat  aboat  4  inches. 
The  removal  of  organic  matter  at  this  higher  rate  was  44  per  cent,  of  the 
total  organic  matter,  and  64  per  cent,  of  the  saspended  matter,  as  shown 
by  the  albuminoid  ammonia  determinations. 

The  following  tables  show  the  average  analyses  of  the  sewage  applied  to 
and  the  effluent  from  this  strainer  during  1902  :  — 


Sewage  applied  to  Strainer  E, 

[Part*  per  100,000.] 


Temperature 
(Dcg.  F.). 

AmfoiriA. 

Chlorine. 

Oxygen 
Coniomed. 

1908. 

Free. 

▲LBDMIIIOID. 

Bacteria 

per  Coble 

Centimeter. 

ToUL 

In 
Solution. 

January, 

88 

4.45 

0.65 

.83 

7.44 

8.42 

1,410,000 

February, 

44 

4.10 

0.57 

.82 

6.80 

8.26 

1,850,000 

March,    . 

43 

4.30 

0.54 

.81 

7.67 

2.88 

1,670,000 

April,      . 

47 

8.48 

0.40 

.28 

10.68 

8.12 

1.148,000 

May.        . 

50 

6.18 

0.60 

.88 

0.62 

8.84 

1,800,000 

June, 

65 

6.28 

1.10 

.41 

0.88 

5.78 

2,198,000 

July, 

60 

5.55 

1.05 

.80 

•  10.76 

8.86 

2,440,000 

August,  . 

- 

5.30 

0.80 

.18 

10.60 

2.20 

- 

September, 

66 

6.00 

0.78 

.a 

11.18 

4.04 

1.680,000 

October, . 

52 

5.68 

0.67 

.88 

8.67 

8.88 

90,680,000 

November, 

48 

4.98 

0.75 

.87 

11.48 

.  4.24 

2,895,000 

December, 

43 

4.10 

0.62 

.88 

6.88 

8.86 

2,285,000 

Average, . 

52 

5.10 

0.68 

.88 

0.25 

8.65 

9,950,000 

Effluent  of  Strainer  E. 


January, 

52 

4.85 

0.36 

.26 

7.50 

2.41 

281,000 

February, 

51 

5.05 

0.40 

.31 

6.68 

2.82 

514,700 

March,    . 

56 

5.60 

0.25 

.21 

6.98 

1.50 

580,800 

April,      . 

54 

4.20 

0.28 

.20 

9.46 

1.65 

801,700 

May.       . 

50 

7.07 

0.81 

.28 

9.20 

1.56 

248,800 

Jane, 

67 

5.88 

0.40 

.22 

0.98 

2.25 

668,800 

July, 

68 

6.50 

0.45 

.86 

10.07 

2.48 

844,600 

August,  . 

66 

5.50 

0.24 

.10 

10.55 

1.42 

- 

September,     . 

64 

4.05 

0.34 

.28 

8.24 

1.76 

966,000 

October, . 

54 

4.80 

0.48 

.20 

7.96 

2.48 

1,074,700 

November, 

55 

6.48 

0.45 

.28 

8.64 

8.19 

986,000 

December, 

i 

51 

4.40 

0.44 

.27 

6.79 

2.42 

888,700 

Average, . 

68 

6.81 

0.86 

.26 

8.60 

2.1S 

068,100 
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Camparative  Eemoval  of  Mineral  and  Organic  Matter  by  a  Septic  Tajik 

and  Coal  Strainers. 

The  following  table  presents  some  interesting  figures  in  regard  to  the 
removal  from  sewage  by  Septic  Tank  A,  Coal  Strainer  E  and  a  still  shal- 
lower coal  strainer,  of  the  total  solids,  mineral  matter  and  combustible  or 
organic  matter.  These  figures  represent  the  results  of  many  determinations 
of  solids  between  June  1  and  Dec.  31,  1902.  It  will  be  noticed  that  Coal 
Strainer  E  was  the  most  efilcient  during  the  period  presented. 

Percentages  of  Solid  Matter,  Comlmstible  Matter  and  Mineral  Matter  removed  from 
sewage  by  Septic  Tank  A,  Strainer  E  and  a  Shallow  Coal  Strainer,  June  i,  to 
Dec.  31, 1902. 


SepUe 
Tank  A. 


Strainer  E. 


Shallow 
Coal  Strainer. 


SoUda. 

Total, 

In  aolotlOD, 

lo  ■nipenrioD, 

CombusUble  liatter.    (Lota  on  Ignition.) 

Total 

InaolntioD, 

In  auapanalon, 

Mineral  liattar.    (Fixed  Sollda.) 

Total, 

In  aolatlon, 

In  anapenalon 


22.4 

8.8 

53.8 


35.3 
17.1 
65.6 


0.9 

3.8 

M.7 


28.7 

9.5 

77.1 

42.9 

8.5 

82.2 

16.4 
10.0 
69.2 


11.60 

0.56 

42.40 

18.60 

4.00 

46.00 

6.20 
2.80 

33.30 


Purification  of  Septic  Sewage. 

Filtration  of  Septic  Sewage  A. 

Two  of  the  filters,  which  have  received  Septic  Sewage  A  since  the  installa- 
tion of  a  septic  tank  five  years  ago,  were  continued  in  operation  during 
1902.  Filter  No.  100  is  constructed  of  5  feet  in  depth  of  sand  of  an 
effective  size  of  0.28  millimeter,  and  Filter  No.  103  is  a  coke  contact  filter 
5  feet  in  depth,  the  coke  in  this  filter  being  of  such  size  that  all  will  pass 
through  a  sieve  with  a  ^inch  mesh,  and  practically  none  through  a  sieve 
with  an  ^inoh  mesh.  The  sand  filter  has  been  operated  at  a  rate  some- 
what greater  than  during  1901,  and  has  given  a  somewhat  better  efi9uent. 
The  contact  filter  has  been  operated  at  a  rate  considerably  greater  than  dur- 
ing 1901,  and  the  effluent  has  been  of  a  somewhat  poorer  quality  than  during 
the  previous  year.  The  following  tables  give  the  average  analyses  of  the 
effluents  of  these  two  filters  for  the  year :  — 
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Effluent  of  Filler  No.  100. 

[Pact*  par  lOO.OM.] 
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Effluent  of  Fitter  No.  203. 
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Mineral  and  Organic  Matter  in  Effluent  of  Contact  Filter  No.  103. 

The  followiog  table  preeents  the  amount  of  mineral  and  organic  matter 

in  the  effluent  of  contact  Filter  No.  103.     The  small  amount  of  solid 

matter  in  suapeneiou  ia  noticeable.     The  amount  of  solids  in  this  effluent 

is  to  be  compared  with  the  amoant  fn  the  effluent  of  Septic  Tank  A  (see 
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page  182),  as  this  sewage  has  always  been  applied  to  the  filter.  The  re- 
duction in  organic  matter  as  shown  by  the  loss  on  ignition  results  is  very 
noticeable,  being  about  60  per  cent,  in  the  unfiltered  and  50  per  cent,  in 
the  filtered  sample. 


Average  Solids  in  Effluent  of  FiUer  No.  103. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


UiriLnBSD. 

FiLTKRKD. 

Ik  Sdspknsion. 

lQ«i. 

ToUl. 
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Filtration  of  Andover  Septic  Sewage. 

The  three  filters  in  operation  at  Andover  during  1900  and  1901  were  con- 
tinued until  the  end  of  Jane,  1902.  They  were  as  follows :  an  intermittent 
sand  filter,  ^^  of  an  acre  in  area,  containing  5  feet  in  depth  of  sand  of  an 
effective  size  of  0.23  millimeter ;  a  coke  contact  filter,  -^  of  an  acre  in 
area,  containing  5  feet  in  depth  of  coarse  coke ;  and  a  small  coke  contact 
filter,  containing  4  feet  in  depth  of  comparatively  fine  coke.  The  sand 
filter  was  operated  at  a  rate  of  105,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  at  this 
rate  a  very  poor  effluent  was  produced.  The  large  coke  filter  was  operated 
at  the  rate  of  380,000  gallons  per  acre  per  day,  and,  although  some  organic 
matter  was  removed  from  the  applied  sewage  by  passage  through  this  filter, 
little  nitrification  occurred,  and  the  effluent  was  of  a  very  poor  quality. 
The  effluent  of  this  filter  was  applied  to  the  small  contact  filter  at  a  rate  of 
352,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  a  considerable  improvement  in  its 
quality  resulted,  nitrification  being  fairly  active  during  the  period  of  opera- 
tion. This  septic  tank  and  the  filters  were  discontinued  at  the  end  of 
June,  as  it  had  been  quite  conclusively  proved  that,  with  the  old  and  some- 
what stale  sewage  reaching  the  Andover  area,  septic  tank  action  was  not 
favorable  to  subsequent  purification.  The  following  tables  give  the  aver- 
age anal3'ses  of  the  effluents'of  these  filters  during  their  period  of  operation 
in  1902:  — 
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Effluent  of  the  Experimental  Sand  Fitter  at  Andover,  Han. 
[Paru  per  100.000  ] 
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Effluent  of  the  Large  Experimental  Coke  Contact  Filter  at  Andover,  Mats. 

[Farta  par  100,000.] 
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Effluent  of  the  Small  Experimental  Cote  Gontaei  FiUer  at  Andover,  Moms. 

[PaiU  per  100,000.] 
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Contact  Filtratiok. 

TreatmeiU  of  Sevxige  in  a  Contact  FOter  of  Broken  Stone,  —  FUter  No.  137, 

^jfijyj,  of  an  Acre  in  Arta. 

In  Febmary,  1900,  Filter  No.  137  was  put  into  operation.  It  was  con- 
structed of  broken  stone,  of  snch  a  grade  that  all  the  pieces  would  pass 
through  a  sieve  with  a  t-incb  mesh,  and  practically  none  through  a  sieve 
with  a  ^incb  meab.  It  was  operated  daring  the  year  at  a  rate  of  480,000 
gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  was  filled  in  three  applications  of  sewage  two 
hours  apart.  It  was  continned  in  operation  during  1901  and  1902  at  higher 
rates,  as  shown  in  the  following  table.  The  best  results  were  obtained 
during  1900,  when  the  rate  of  operation  was  lowest,  and  the  filter  was 
comparatively  free  from  clogging.  Its  effluent,  however,  has  never  ap- 
proached in  quality  the  effluents  of  contact  Alters  of  rough  and  porous 
materials. 

The  following  table  abows  the  average  analyaes  of  its  effluent  during  the 
past  year :  — 

Bffluera  of  Filter  No.  237. 
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Effluent  of  Filter  No.  176. 

[ParU  par  lOO.OOO.] 
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The  following  table  BbowB  the  average  solid  matter  —  mineral  and  orgRDic 
—  ID  the  sewage  applied  to  the  coal  strainer  and  to  Filter  No.  176,  and  in 
the  effluent  of  the  coal  strainer  as  applied  to  Filter  No.  175,  together  with 
the  solids  in  the  effluent  of  these  two  QLtera.  This  coal  strainer,  owing  to 
its  shallowDese,  was  not  particularly  efficient  dnring  the  year.  Studying 
the  TesultB,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  effluent  of  Filter  No.  176  contained  only 
about  40  per  cent,  as  much  combustible  matter  as  the  sewage  applied,  and 
aboat  67  per  cent,  as  much  total  solid  matter.  The  efflaent  of  Fitter  No. 
175,  receiving  strained  sewage,  contained  as  much  oombnatible  organic 
matter  aa  did  the  effluent  of  Filter  No.  176.  Complete  analyses,  however, 
showed  the  effluent  of  Filter  No.  175  to  be  the  purer  of  the  two. 
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Average  Solids  in  Sewage  applied  to  Coal  Strainer  F. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Efficiency  of  Different  Materials  in  Contact  Filtration. 

Of  all  the  materials  employed  in  the  constroction  of  filters  of  this  class 
at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station,  by  far  the  best  results  have  been 
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given  by  coke.  Rough  materials  give  better  qualitative  results  than  smooth 
materials.  Broken  stone  filters  have  not  been  particularly  efficient,  nitrifi- 
cation has  seldom  been  active  within  them,  and  the  matters  separated  from 
the  sewage  and  retained  within  such  filters  do  not  remain  evenly  distributed 
throughout  the  filter,  but  accumulate  in  the  lower  layers.  A  non-putrescible 
effluent  from  a  contact  filter  of  broken  stone  is  not  easily  obtained,  unless 
the  stone  is  of  so  fine  a  grade  that  the  filter  will  clog  rapidly.  With  the 
use  of  rough  materials,  such  as  coke,  the  disappearance  of  the  nitrogen  of 
the  free  ammonia  of  the  applied  sewage  is  very  marked ;  that  is,  a  large 
percentage  of  this  nitrogen  does  not  appear  either  as  free  ammonia  in  the 
effluent,  or  as  nitrates  or  nitrites,  and  presumably  passes  away  uncombined. 
The  cause  of  this  loss  will  be  discussed  later.  The  average  punfication 
obtained  by  contact  filters,  calculated  in  decrease  of  albuminoid  ammonia, 
is  seldom  above  75  per  cent. 

Permanency  of  Contact  Filters. 

Next  to  giving  good  purification,  the  length  of  life  or  the  permanency  of 
a  sewage  filter  is  the  most  important  consideration.  In  the  operation  of 
sand  filters  receiving  fresh  sewage,  where  practically  all  the  matters  in  sus- 
pension in  the  applied  sewage  are  retained  at  or  near  the  surface,  this 
deposit  can,  if  necessary,  be  removed  from  time  to  time  without  much  dis- 
turbance of  the  main  body  of  the  filter.  With  a  contact  filter  of  coarse 
material,  however,  upon  which  practically  no  surface  straining  takes  place, 
the  lower  portions  are  as  liable  to  clogging  as  the  upper.  This  clogging  or 
filling  of  the  open  spaces  decreases  the  volume  of  the  sewage  that  can  be 
applied  daily,  and  limits  the  life  of  the  filter.  To  maintain  normal  rates 
and  at  the  same  time  produce  good  qualitative  results,  the  experience  at  the 
station  and  elsewhere  shows  the  importance  of  removing  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  matters  in  suspension  before  the  sewage  is  applied  to  these 
filters,  if  the  filters  are  to  be  constructed  of  material  fine  enough  to  produce 
good  results.  This  removal  may  be  accomplished  by  sedimentation, 
straining,  septic  tanks,  etc. 

The  following  data  upon  the  rapidity  of  the  filling  of  the  open  space  of 
filters  receiving  various  grades  of  sewage  have  been  obtained  from  the  op- 
eration of  various  contact  filters,  and  are  presented  in  the  following  tables. 

Filters  Nos.  82,  composed  of  cinders;  137,  of  broken  stone;  176,  of 
coke;  and  165,  of  limonite,  —  received  untreated  sewage  for  the  periods 
given  in  the  tables,  and  their  open  space  was  reduced  as  shown.  Filter 
No.  176  is  still  in  operation.  Filter  No.  137  was  without  nnderdralns,  and 
the  clogging  was  largely  in  its  lower  layers.  Each  of  these  filters  with 
exception  of  No.  82  was  -^xsh^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  kx^bl.  Filter  No.  82  was 
loioo  of  an  acre  in  area. 
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Decrease  of  Open  Space. 
FiUer  No.  fi2,  eottslrucled  of  Cinders. 


'^"S.^'tS"" 

oro-p-J?; 

Ion. 

"■^'""^''^ 

KfdnoUan 
ol  up«i 
NpiM. 

AprtI  W.  ISOT.  .         .        . 

a<pi  M,  t§M. 

ayr.. 

80.00* 

lanm  IB,  1(K». 

3yr>. 

«m. 

S3.00 

11. T 

D.C.  IS,  l«». 

Syr.. 

3m 

M.flO 

IB.T 

J.n.  «,  IWl 

Sjri. 

ia. 

4T.D0 

11.7 

M.r.    I.IMI. 

3yr.. 

""- 

«,M 

as.o 

.Fiaer  No.  137,  eonatrueted  of  Broken  Stone. 

7eb.ll,  1«00,    . 

-       - 

«.(»• 

U>]>     <,1»00. 

t.im. 

it 

oo 

8.T 

j«.  »,mi. 

11  m. 

u 

00 

M.T 

UiT  M,  1*01. 

Ijrr.        Id.. 

00 

M.O 

JnlJ    l,l»OI. 

1  jr.        4  m. 

M 

oo 

«.T 

Ju.   s.im. 

Ifi.      10  m. 

It 

w 

U.t 

F.b.    S,190J. 

1  ji.      11  m. 

IS 

00 

KbmiJr^ 

Jlitter  fi'o.  16S,  conslrueUd  of  TAmonite. 


July    i. 

9Dt 

J.D.   a. 

M» 

F.b.    J. 

«W 

Feb.  V, 

va 

Uor.  10, 

•OS 

Apr.    >, 

»« 

u.r    a. 

Ml 

Jam   t, 

»W 

Jnly    1, 

Ml 

196 


STATE   BOARD   OF   HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


FiUer  No 

1 76,  Constructed  of  Medium  Coarse  Coke. 
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6  m. 

87.60 

21.9 

Dec.  81, 1901. 

7  m. 

86.00 

26.0 

Feb.    4,1902. 

8  m. 

84.26 

28.6 

Mar.    1,1902. 

9  m. 

29.00 

80.6 

ReatedMar.  2toO. 

Mar.  10, 1902. 

9.6  m. 

84.00 

29.2 

April  2, 1902. 

10  m. 

81.00 

86.4 

May    8,1902. 

11m. 

31.26 

84.9 

BMtad  Jnna  6  to  13. 

June  18,  1902. 

lyr. 

84.00 

29.2 

July    8, 1902. 

1  yr.       1  m. 

81.60 

84.4 

BMtodJoly  S8  to  Ang  8. 

Sept.  16, 1902. 

1  yr.    8.6  m. 

86.00 

26.0 

Raatod  Sept.  8  to  14. 

Oct.     7, 1902. 

1  yr.       4  m. 

89.26 

18.2 

BMt«d  Sepi  S4  to  Oct.  6. 

Nov.    3,1902. 

1  yr.        6  ra. 

36.00 

27.1 

Reated  Nov.  17  to  S8. 

Not.  24, 1902. 

1  yr.        8  m. 

36.00 

27.1 

Raated  Dee.  89  to  Jan.  4, 1903. 

Filter  No.  103,  started  more  than  Ave  years  ago,  is  still  in  operation, 
and  has  received  during  its  entire  period  of  operation  septic  sewage.  It 
is  allowed  to  rest  every  six  weeks.  Its  rate  of  operation  at  present  is 
approximately  1,400,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  its  open  space  is  only 
16  per  cent,  less  than  when  started.  At  the  present  time,  while  this  open 
space  fluctuatiss,  it  is  not  permanently  decreasing.  The  increased  open 
space  after  each  period  of  rest  is  noticeable. 

Filter  No.  175  receives  sewage  which  has  first  been  passed  throngh  a 
coke  strainer,  and  for  the  past  year  its  percentage  of  open  space  has 
remained  practically  constant. 
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Decrease  of  Open  Space. 
Filter  No.  103,  contlrueted  of  Fine  Coke. 


Dmte  when 

Bboav 

Open  8iMi«t 

Period 

Per  Cent,  of 

Per  Cent 

TO  OPlkSATK. 

WM  detrr- 

of  Operation. 

Open  Space. 

Reduction. 

mined. 

Feb.  28,  1808, 

. 

. 

. 

80.00 

. 

Jan.  29,1901. 

2yra. 

11m. 

27.00 

10.0 

July    1,1901. 

8yra. 

4  m. 

20.00 

13.3 

Not.    1,1901. 

8yra. 

8ro. 

26.60 

16.0 

Not.    «,]901. 

. 

- 

26.00 

16.7 

Material  flatbed  November  11. 

Not.  13, 1901. 

" 

- 

26.00 

18.3 

Tank  emptied  and  material  put 
in  new  tank  November  14. 

Nov.  16, 1901. 

. 

. 

29.00 

8.3 

Not.  29, 1901. 

8yra. 

9  m. 

26.76 

14.2 

Jan.     7, 1902. 

8yr«. 

11m 

26.60 

16.0 

Feb.    4,1903. 

4yrt. 

26.60 

16.0 

Feb.  37, 1903. 

4  yra. 

1  ra. 

23.00 

28.8 

Rested  March  2  to  9. 

Mar.  10, 1903. 

4yra. 

1.6  m. 

27.60 

8.8 

Apr.   8, 1903. 

4yra. 

8.6  m. 

21.00 

80.0 

Retted  April  6  to  18. 

Apr.  14, 1903. 

4yra. 

8  m. 

27.00 

10.0 

May     8, 1903. 

4yrt. 

8.6  m. 

22.26 

26.8 

Retted  May  16  to  26. 

May  26,1903. 

4yra. 

4  m. 

28.00 

6.7 

Jane   9,1903. 

4yra. 

4.6  m. 

24.60 

18.8 

July    8,1902. 

4yra. 

6.6  m. 

21.00 

80.0 

Re»ted  July  18  to  20. 

July  31, 1903. 

4yra. 

6  m. 

27.00 

10.0 

Rested  Aagutt  26  to  31. 

Oet.  10,1903. 

4yrt. 

9  m. 

80.00 

0.0 

Keated  September  24  to  Ooto- 
berO. 

Not.   4,1903. 

4yra. 

10  m. 

21.26 

29.2 

Retted  November  16  to  28. 

Not.  34, 1903. 

4yra. 

11  m. 

24.76 

17.6 

Retted  December  29  to  Jan.  8, 
1908. 

Jan.    6,1908. 

6yra. 

26.00 

16.7 

F%UerNo.l75, 

Construeled  of  Medium  Coarse  Coke, 

Jan«  8, 1901,  . 

^             ^ 

. 

^ 

48.00 

^ 

Jnoe  18, 1901. 

0.6  m. 

46.00 

6.8 

Oet.     1, 1901. 

4  m. 

43.00 

12.6 

Dee.    3,1901. 

6  m. 

48.60 

9.4 

Dee.    4,1901. 

6  m. 

43.00 

12.6 

Dee.  81, 1901. 

7  m. 

40.00 

16.7 

Feb.    4,1903. 

8  m. 

87.76 

21.4 

Mar.    1,1903. 

9  m. 

86.60 

26.0 

Retted^Mareb  2  to  10. 

Mar.  11,1903. 

9.6  m. 

86.36 

24.6 

Apr.    3,1903. 

10  m. 

86.36 

24.6 

May    8,1903. 

11m. 

86.76 

28.4 

Retted  Jane  6  to  12. 

Jane  18, 1903. 

lyr. 

41.00 

14.6 

July    8,1903. 

lyr. 

1  m. 

87.26 

22.4 

Retted  July  28  to  Aagatt  6. 

Bept.16,1903. 

lyr. 

8.6  m. 

41.00 

14.6 

Retted  September  8  to  14. 

Oeu    9,1908. 

lyr. 

4  m. 

40.00 

16.7 

Rested  September  24  to  Oc 
tober  8. 

Nov.    8,1903. 

lyr. 

6  m. 

86.60 

24.0 

Retted  NoTember  17  to  28. 

Not.  84, 1903. 

lyr. 

6  m. 

88.60 

19.8 

Rested  December  27  to  Jan.  4, 
1903. 

Many  other  contact  filters  have  given  like  resalts ;  that  is,  it  has  been 
shown  that  the  permanency  or  maintenance  of  open  space  is  dependent  upon 
preliminary  treatment  of  the  sewage  applied,  and  freqaent  resting  of  the 
filter.  Good  anderdrainage  is  a  very  essential  feature,  especially  in  filters 
of  smooth  materials,  as  in  these  filters  there  is  a  constant  tendency  to  sedi- 
mentation of  the  matters  retained  in  the  filters,  which,  with  open  under- 
drains,  pass  away  instead  of  remaining  to  clog  the  lower  layers. 
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Purification  without  Nitrification.* 

Statemeuts  have  been  made  during  the  past  year,  by  various  investiga- 
tors, in  regard  to  the  purification  or  at  least  the  satisfactory  treatment 
of  sewage  by  contact  filters  without  nitrification  occurring  in  the  filters. 
If  the  production  of  clarified  effluents  containing  organic  matter  of  such 
a  nature  that  it  changes  but  slowly  after  coming  from  the  filter  is  meant 
by  this  assertion,  certain  Lawrence  results  present  frequent  illustrations. 
The  effluents  of  intermittent  sand  filters  Nos.  1,  6  and  9 A,  during  periods 
of  the  past  two  winters,  have  been  clear,  practically  odorless  and  non- 
putrefactive,  notwithstanding  they  did  not  contain  nitrates.  Certain  con- 
tact filters,  constructed  of  or  containing  large  amounts  of  metallic  iron, 
have  also  produced  effluents  containing  but  a  small  percentage  of  the 
organic  matter  of  the  sewage  applied  to  them,  and  have  been  practi- 
cally non-putrefactive,  notwithstanding  that  nitrification  did  not  occur  in 
these  filters.  These  have  been  special  cases,  however,  and  the  results  are 
not  of  general  application.  It  can  be  stated  emphatically  that  it  has  not 
been  the  general  experience  at  Lawrence  that  good  purification  can  be 
obtained  without  nitrification. 

Inteemittbnt  Continuous  Filtration. 

Filtera  Noa.  135  and  136^  T^shns  ^f  ^**  -^^^  ***  Area. 

Filters  Nos.  135  and  136,  when  first  started  in  1899,  were  18  feet  in 
depth.  All  of  the  broken  stone  used  in  their  construction  will  pass 
through  a  screen  with  a  1-inch  mesh,  40  per  cent,  through  a  screen  with  a 
^-inch  mesh,  and  4  per  cent,  through  a  screen  with  a  ^-inoh  mesh.  The 
sewage  has  been  distributed  over  the  surface  of  the  filters  by  means  of 
trays  and  automatic  tipping  basins,  that  flush  the  sewage  first  over  one 
portion  of  the  surface  and  then  over  the  other,  discharging  their  contents 
every  few  minutes.  On  June  20,  1900,  6  feet  of  filtering  material  was 
removed  from  each  filter,  making  the  depth  of  each  11  feet  10  inches. 

These  filters  were  continued  in  operation  throughout  1902,  and  were  both 
operated  in  the  intermittent  continuous  manner.  Each  contained  during 
this  period  11  feet  10  inches  in  depth  of  the  filtering  material.  Filter  No. 
135  has  received  the  effluent  of  Coal  Strainer  £,  and  Filter  No.  136  has 
received  septic  sewage.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1901  nitrification 
became  feeble  in  both  filters,  owing  to  the  conditions  prevailing,  caused  by 
their  great  depth  as  compared  with  their  surface  area ;  that  is  to  say,  nitro- 
gen and  carbonic  acid  gas  accumulated  within  them,  and  the  difficulty  with 
which  these  gases  could  escape  and  air  enter  prevented  bacterial  oxidation. 
To  remedy  this,  on  May  27,  1901,  four  openings  were  made  on  the  side  of 
each  filter,  about  4^  feet  from  the  top  of  the  filtering  material.    Following 


No. 


t-] 
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tbis,  nitrificatioD  began  to  be  active  in  botb  Alters,  and  liae  so  contioiied 
up  to  the  present  time  (April,  1903).  The  average  rate  of  filtration  of 
Filler  No.  135  for  1901  was  1,407,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  of  Filter 
No.  136  1,403,000  gallons  per  acre  daily.  Tbe  average  rate  during  1902 
of  Filler  No.  135  was  1,817,400  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  of  Filter  No. 
136,  1,609,100  gallons  per  acre  daily.  Daring  eacb  of  these  years  Filter 
No.  135  has  received  sewage  that  bas  first  passed  through  a  coal  strainer, 
and  Filter  No.  136  bas  received  septic  sewage. 

Tbe  following  tables  give  tbe  average  yearly  analyses  for  1900  and  1901 
of  tbe  sewage  applied  to  and  tbe  effluents  from  these  filters,  and  tbe  average 
monthly  analyses  of  sewage  and  effluents  during  1 902 :  — 

Average  Analysts  of  Sewage  applied  to  FUler  No.  135. 


iwf.r. 

Chlinlnc. 

0»r««n 

\tt. 

Fm. 

™„,„,.. 

^;^^. 

ToUl. 

Bol^ton. 

1«0.         .        . 

•0 

4.M 

.ti 

.19 

.0. 

9.n 

S.M 

1,MB,400 

m,tm 

Average  Analgses  of  Sewage  applied  to  Filter  No.  136. 


M«,800 


Effluent  of  FiUer  No 

135 

QiltoBi 

1 

....,„, 

i 

«.,jp«. 

1 
i 

i 

i 

.„..„.,.. 

i 

1 

!S 

!i 

fl 

¥ 

!«». 

"»" 

1,600,100 

i,toe,»M 

- 

"«' 

■■" 

.1»8 

•" 

'■'• 

91  .SOD 

Effluent  of  FUler  No.  136. 


im,      .      . 

.        .       .  1    «M,800 

.>• 

i.WM 

.I»l 

.im  ||  •.« 

.m, 

I.M 

«e.7i» 

'""• 

.         .         .     1,*M,W0 

.i. 

■•™ 

.HU 

■■"'  1-  ■■•■ 

S.M 

MM 

_11 

78,000 
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Sewage  applied  to  Filter  No.  133, 

[P>rU  per  100,000.] 


Temperature 
(l)eg.  F.). 

Ammohia. 

Chlorine. 

Oxygen 
Oonsnmed. 

i9oa. 

Free. 

▲LBDMIMOID. 

Bactcrte 
per  Coble 

Total. 

In 
Solution. 

Centimeter 

Janaary, 

53 

4.85 

.86 

.26 

7.60 

2.41 

881,000 

February, 

61 

5.05 

.40 

.31 

6.63 

2.82 

514,700 

March,  . 

56 

5.60 

.25 

.21 

6.08 

1.60 

530.300 

April,   . 

54 

4.20 

.23 

.20 

9.46 

1.65 

301,700 

May,     . 

59 

7.07 

.31 

.28 

9.80 

1.66 

248,300 

June,    . 

67 

5.83 

.40 

.22 

9.93 

2.25 

663.S0O 

July,     . 

68 

6.50 

.45 

.36 

10.07 

2.48 

844,500 

AugUBt, 

66 

5.50 

.24 

• 

.19 

10.55 

1.42 

- 

September,  . 

64 

4.95 

.34 

.23 

8.84 

1.76 

985,000 

October, 

54 

4.80 

.43 

.20 

7.98 

2.48 

1.074.700 

November,  . 

55 

5.48 

.45 

.28 

8.64 

3.19 

935,000 

December,   . 

51 

4.40 

.44 

.27 

6.79 

2.42 

838,700 

Average, 

58 

5.31 

.86 

.25 

8.60 

8.12 

656,100 

Sewctge  applied  to  Filter  No,  136, 


Januaty, 

\ 

50 

5.28 

.48 

.86 

7.18 

8.00 

980,000 

February, 

50 

6.00 

.48 

.38 

6.91 

2.63 

800,000 

March, . 

55 

6.15 

.88 

.27 

7.86 

8.16 

1.080,000 

April,   . 

54 

4.77 

.35 

.28 

8.66 

8.03 

940,000 

May,     .       . 

60 

7.18 

.38 

.27 

9.46 

8.64 

1,003.300 

June,    . 

67 

6.87 

.35 

.29 

11.63 

8.64 

1,010,000 

July,     . 

68 

8.75 

.41 

.31 

10.08 

8.52 

880,000 

August, 

68 

6.60 

.26 

.19 

18.46 

2.84 

- 

September,  . 

65 

5.50 

.40 

.27 

70.08 

2.82 

567,000 

October, 

64 

3.60 

.37 

.22 

11.80 

2.86 

1,346.600 

November,  . 

52 

4.28 

.50 

.30 

10.80 

8.42 

1,533,000 

December,   . 

I 

44 

3.16 

.39 

.26 

6.94 

3.14 

1,721,000 

Average, 

58 

5.67 

.40 

.28 

14.46 

8.00 

1,028,164 
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Effluent  of  Four  No.  13B. 
[Fart*  p«r  lOO.om.] 


i>.  .r. 

, 

; 

»....„. 

^ 

"■"■■ 

1 

Z 

I»M. 

1 

1 

1 

^™„. 

! 

j 

is 

i 

b 

|i 

Fabtnuj, . 
JI«ch.      . 
April.        . 
M.)r.  .         . 

JnlT..       . 

A=r«".    ■ 

Ocwb...    . 

1,ST*.S00 

B«D.iwa 
i.8sa,Mn 

t.»T,II» 
l,H».«0<h 
3,tW,4M 

1,1M,41» 
1,B7*,»00 
S,M*,M» 
i,SH,TM 
S.1»,«00 

» 

M 

U 
M 

SI 

« 
fit 

V..HKhl. 
V.  .light. 
V..Ughl. 

eiighi. 
eiighi. 

SIlKht. 
BUibl. 
V.iltgbl. 
V,  iIlRbi. 

""•"■ 

V.illglit. 
V.  .light- 

.68 

.„ 

M 
.U 

.01 
■  M 

.« 
.61 

i.azai 
a.uoa 
i.asw) 

1.0300 

.1610 

.ma 

.OKI 

.0880 
.0933 

.(Mofl 
.0860 

B.W 

10.14 
S.0& 

E 

..7. 

:: 

z 

.0080 

.0060 
.9000 
.0600 
.DOSS 
.OOU 
.0018 

.ooeT 

l.M 

1.37 
1.H 

O.H 

3.8W 
18,800 
U.ftOO 

w,*oo 

36,300 

*B,1»0 

118.800 
113.000 
U.iOO 

A»^, 

1,81I.««) 

5. 

" 

Am 

.08« 

'■" 

..,. 

.00,1 

l.OS 

«i,780 

Efflue.nl  of  FiUtr  No.  136. 


Juaur.    . 

l,««t,700 

60 

61 

V.  ■light. 

,u 

...„. 

.inzo 

.0040 

7.30 

^.„ 

.0001 

1.17 

8,600 

Febnurjr, . 

i,m.*oo 

60 

40 

V..llghl. 

.88 

1.8800 

.1470 

.low 

«.T7 

..» 

.0100 

10.700 

Mured,       . 

•IWOO 

68 

64 

V..llgh.. 

.48 

1.8SO0 

.M80 

.10» 

7.43 

..., 

.0M» 

1.10 

89,M0 

April,         . 

1,481,«10 

64 

M 

V..llght. 

.41 

I.0S33 

.1063 

.0787 

8.08 

.... 

.0107 

0.79 

13.^ 

MV.  .        . 

1,MB,»00 

W 

61 

BUghl. 

.« 

a.Toe; 

.S8W 

.1003 

0.08 

■" 

.0083 

1.81 

37.800 

JB«..           . 

»,l>7,100 

ei 

U 

Blight. 

.70 

J.J48J 

.i»40 

.13» 

II. 08 

... 

.0000 

1.61 

60,400 

J0I7,  .        . 

I.O«g.lOO 

08 

80 

t)  light. 

.76 

6.1600 

.£3tt& 

.1110 

6.16 

.0000 

l.OB 

163.600 

Augdtt,      . 

S,OB(I,JOO 

88 

84 

eiithi. 

I.IWOO 

.8380 

.08'iO 

13.36 

8.M 

.0040 

l.M 

atpumbet, 

2,003,000 

«6 

88 

Slighl. 

3.8000 

.1880 

.1080 

O.SB 

i.ao 

.0120 

i.ar 

11,800 

Ociob^r,    . 

S.a8B.10O 

84 

63 

Doddsd, 

M 

1.8400 

.1333 

.JOSS 

0.08 

1.03 

.0078 

i.ao 

176,100 

.V'>T«ntbe>. 

2.106^00 

hi 

68 

V..llgbl. 

.61 

l.Moo 

.18^ 

.OSiD 

8.77 

1.81 

.0160 

1.18 

47.MO 

DcHiiiber, 

1,07S,»0 

M 

4a 

V,  .light. 

i.wio 

.1144 

.08:14 

3.U 

l.» 

.OOM 

1.01 

M,l»0 

A^rir.. 

I.S0R.I00 

K 

67 

- 

i.355S 

.1»30 

.1060 

•- 

3.«a 

.OOM 

1.88 

64,400 
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The  following  tables  give  the  average  amooDt  of  solid  matter  in  the  sew- 
age  applied  to  and  the  effluents  from  these  two  filters :  — 


Average  Solids  in  Sewage  applied  to  Strainer  E, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


Unfiltbkbd. 

FILTKRKO. 

IH  SnSPBKSIOV. 

i9oa. 

ToUl. 

Loss  on 
Ignition. 

Fixed. 

Total. 

Lotion 
Ignition. 

Fixed. 

TotaL 

Lots  on 
Ignition. 

Fixed. 

June, . 
July,  . 
Anguit,     . 
September, 
October,    . 
November, 
December, 

87.2 
72.« 
59.0 
78.5 
72.8 
78.4 
56.5 

47.2 
34.4 
18.4 
85.5 
34.8 
85.6 
24.2 

40.0 
88.2 
40.6 
88.0 
88.0 
87.8 
82.8 

49.0 
50.9 
52.8 
57.1 
46.8 
54.0 
42.5 

19.5 
17.8 
14.8 
21.5 
16.7 
18.9 
15.6 

80.4 
88.1 
88.0 
85.6 
81.1 
85.1 
26.9 

87.8 
21.7 
6.2 
16.4 
26.0 
19.4 
14.0 

27.7 
16.6 

8.6 
14.0 
19.1 
16.7 

8.6 

9.6 
5.1 
2.6 
2.4 
6.9 
2.7 
5.4 

Average,     . 

70.7 

82.9 

87.8 

60.6 

17.7 

82.9 

20. 1 

15.2 

4.9 

Average  Solids  in  Effluent  of  Strainer  E, 


June, . 

49.7 

15.8 

84.4 

44.8 

18.1 

81.2 

5.4 

2.2 

8.2 

July,  . 

56.5 

21.0 

84.6 

58.9 

19.7 

84.2 

2.6 

3.S 

0.4 

Augutt,     . 

49.0 

18.4 

85.6 

48.0 

10.4 

87.6 

1.0 

8.0 

- 

September, 

49.8 

17.6 

81.7 

45.7 

16.2 

29.5 

8.6 

1.4 

2.2 

October,    . 

48.7 

19.7 

29.0 

42.3 

17.5 

24.8 

6.4 

2.3 

4.2 

November, 

58.0 

27.4 

80.6 

51.5 

24.0 

S7.5 

6.5 

8.4 

8.1 

December, 

41.6 

16.1 

25.5 

34.6 

12.7 

21.9 

7.0 

8.4 

8.6 

Average,     . 

50.4 

18.8 

81.6 

46.8 

16.2 

29.6 

4.6 

2.6 

2.8 

Average  Solids  in 

Effluent  of  FilUr  No,  135. 

June, . 

74.6 

23.2 

51.3 

61.8 

16.7 

44.6 

18.2 

6.6 

6.7 

July,  . 

68.7 

19.1 

49.6 

52.5 

10.4 

42.1 

16.2 

8.7 

7.6 

Augutt,     . 

68.8 

12.8 

46.0 

54.2 

12.6 

41.6 

4.6 

0.2 

4.4 

September, 

61.7 

18.2 

38.5 

47.9 

11.2 

86.7 

8.8 

2.0 

1.8 

October,    . 

44.2 

9.9 

34.8 

48.3 

9.2 

84.1 

0.9 

0.7 

O.S 

November, 

48.0 

8.9 

39.1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

December, 

86.2 

10.8 

25.4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Average,     . 

54.6 

14.0 

40.6 

- 

- 

«• 

7.7 

8.6 

4.1 
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Avtragt  Solids  in  Septic  Sewage  applied  to  Filter  No.  136. 

[Parti  per  100,000.] 


UnriLTBSBP.              ' 

Filtered. 

Ix  SnspxNsioM. 

IMS. 

Total. 

Loeson 
Ignition. 

1 
Fixed. 

Total. 

Loss  on 
Ignition. 

Fixed. 

ToUl. 

Loss  on 
Ignition. 

Fixed. 

Jane, . 
July,  . 
AnguBt, 
September, 
October,     . 
November, 
December  . 

64.1 
68.7 
00.6 
66.0 
68.8 
61.7 
61.1 

19.7 
20.9 
17.2 
19.8 
28.6 
28.8 
26.4 

84.4 
87.8 
43.4 
86.7 
84.8 
88.4 
26.7 

61.7 
66.1 
60.0 
60.0 
46.6 
62.1 
41.7 

18.6 
17.7 
14.8 
16.6 
16.1 
19.7 
18.9 

83.1 
87.4 
46.2 
88.6 
81.6 
32.4 
22.8 

2.4 
8.6 
0.6 
6.0 
11.7 
9.6 
9.4 

1.1 
8.2 
2.4 
2.8 
8.4 
8.6 
6.6 

1.3 
0.4 

2.2 
8.8 
1.0 
2.9 

Average,     . 

67.1 

22.1 

86.0 

61.0 

17.8 

88.7 

6.0 

4.7 

1.8 

Average  Solids  in 

Effluent  of  Filler  No,  136. 

June,.        .        . 

67.8 

18.8 

49.6 

60.2 

11.9 

48.8 

7.6 

6.4 

1.2 

July,  . 

68.8 

26.8 

43.0 

60.0 

10.9 

89.1 

18.8 

14.4 

3.9 

Angiut,     . 

116.6 

28.8 

92.8 

82.4 

14.4 

68.0 

84.2 

9.4 

24.8 

September, 

61.6 

14.6 

37.0 

46.9 

9.9 

36.0 

6.6 

4.6 

1.0 

October,    . 

42.6 

12.6 

80.1 

88.6 

9.3 

29.2 

4.1 

3.2 

0.9 

November, 

47.8 

12.2 

36.1 

40.7 

8.1 

82.6 

6.6 

4.1 

2.6 

December, 

40.2 

10.0 

80.2 

39.6 

9.6 

29.9 

0.7 

0.4 

0.8 

Average,     . 

62.0 

16.7 

46.8 

61.3 

10.6 

40.4 

11.0 

6.1 

4.9 

Eefiltration  of  Effluents  of  Filters  Nos.  135  and  136^  — Filter  No.  185. 

Filter  No.  185  is  xishsis  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^°  area,  and  is  coDstructed  of  5  feet 
in  depth  of  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.23  millimeter.  The  mixed  effluents 
of  Filters  Nos.  185  and  136  have  been  applied  to  this  filter  during  the  year 
at  an  average  rate  of  800,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  a  clear,  odorless, 
non-putrescible  effluent,  high  in  nitrates,  has  been  obtained.  The  average 
analysis  of  this  effluent  for  the  year  has  been  as  follows :  — 

Effluent  of  Filter  No.  185. 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


txmpxratuxb. 
Deo.  F. 

1 

'    Color. 

1 

Amxoria. 

Chlorine. 

NITBOOXN  A8 

Oxygen 
Consumed. 

Bacteria 

per  Cubic 

Centimeter. 

Sewage. 

Efflaent 

Free. 

Alba- 
mlnoid. 

Nitrates. 

Nltritei. 

67 

66 

1 

.42 

.8866 

.0613 

9.14 

3.66 

.0401 

.61 

17,866 
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Treatment  of  Crude  Sewage  in  an  IntermiUerU  ConUnuous  FiUer^  —  Filter 

No.  189. 

Filter  No.  189,  ^(f^^nr  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^9  contains  10  feet  in  depth  of 
broken  brick  about  2  inches  in  diameter,  and  has  been  operated  since 
May  14,  1902.  It  has  received  untreated  sewage  at  an  average  rate  of 
2,300,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  has  produced  a  turbid  effluent,  con- 
taining high  free  and  albuminoid  ammonia,  but  with  a  considerable  amount 
of  nitrates.  The  average  analyses  of  the  sewage  applied  to  and  the  efflu- 
ent from  this  filter  follow  :  — 


Sewage  applied  to  Filter  No.  189. 

QoanUtT 
Applied. 

Tempera- 
ture. 
Deg.  F. 

Color. 

Ammomia. 

Chlorine. 

lilTBOOBM  AS 

Ozjgcn 

Con- 

•amed. 

Free. 

ALBUMINOID. 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

Bacteria 

perCobic 

Qalioni 

per  Acre 

Daily. 

Total. 

In 
Solution. 

Ocnti- 
inster. 

- 

62 

- 

8.9100 

.5400 

.2600 

10.66 

- 

- 

8.41 

1,W1,SOO 

Effluent  ofFUUr  No.  189. 


2,801,700 


60 


.90 


2.8184 


.8569 


.1615 


10.64 


.06 


.0637 


a.2i 


462,800 


Discussion  of  Intermittent  Continuous  Filtration  through  Coarse  Materials. 

The  results  given  on  the  preceding  pages,  as  well  as  the  various  tests  of 
effluents,  sediment,  etc.,  described  and  discussed  in  an  article  on  ''The 
Stability  of  Effluents  of  Sewage  Filters  of  Coarse  Material,"  given  in  the 
report  of  the  Board  for  1901,  and  continued  during  1902  and  summarized 
beyond,  show  the  remarkably  satisfactory  results  that  can  be  obtained  by 
these  coarse  filters  when  operating  at  rates  as  high  as  2,000,000  gallons  per 
acre  daily.  Effluents  are  produced  with  the  organic  matters  in  solution  in 
the  sewage  quite  thoroughly  oxidized  or  nitrified,  and  the  suspended  matters 
changed  to  an  innocuous,  non- putrefying  form.  The  effluents  from  Filters 
Nos.  135,  136  and  189  are  now  allowed  to  pass  into  settling  tanks,  so  that 
the  suspended  matters  may  separate  out.  There  is  also  added  to  these 
tanks  at  their  outlet  an  upright  coke  strainer ;  that  is,  a  few  inches  in 
depth  of  coke,  contained  within  a  frame.  This  is  hardly  needed,  however, 
as  the  suspended  matter  settles  rapidly,  and  this  outlet  strainer  accumu- 
lates matter  very  slowly.  The  effluents  from  these  settling  tanks  are  gen- 
erally clear,  with  very  little  odor,  high  in  nitrates,  and  non-pntreacible. 
Many  tests  made  with  the  sediments  have  shown  their  great  stabili^ ;  in 
character  and  appearance  they  are  very  different  from  sewage  sediment. 
During  the  past  year  analyses  of  some  of  these  sediment!  and  eewage  sedi- 
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ment  have  been  made,  and  the  resalts  are  here  given.  The  effluent  sedi- 
ments are  of  average  samples  collected  from  the  deposits  of  many  days  of 
operation. 

Loss  on  IgnUion^  Total  Nitrogen^  Phosphoric  Add  and  Sulphuric  Add  in  the  Sedi- 
menlsfrom  Some  of  the  Coarse  Fillers  and  from  Sewage,  (Results  expressed 
in  Percentages  of  Weight.) 


Loss  on 
IgnlUoD. 


ToUl 
Nitrogen. 


Phosphoric 

Acid. 

(P,0») 


Sulpharic 
Acid. 
(80,) 


Bewage, 
Filter  No.  IM, 
Filler  No.  186, 
FUter  No.  18«. 


66.7 
16.5 
28.7 
82.6 


8.68 
0.80 
1.65 
1.04 


1.15 
1.68 
2.68 
4.18 


.48 
.00 
.67 
.86 


All  the  determinations  were  made  upon  the  samples  dried  at  100°  C. 
The  total  nitrogen  was  determined  by  the  Gunning  modification  of  the 
Kjeldahl  process.  A  duplicate  determination  was  also  jnade,  modified  so 
as  to  include  the  nitrogen  as  nitrates,  if  any  were  present.  The  results 
were  practically  the  same  as  those  obtained  by  the  method  in  which  no 
nitrogen  as  nitrates  was  determined. 

Other  analyses  at  a  different  time  gave  the  following  results :  — 


Analyses  of  Sewage,  Dried  Sludge  and  oj  Sediments  from  Filters  Nos.  135 

and  136. 


Per  eent.  hj  weight  of  total  nitrogen  (Kjeldahl), 

Per  eent.  or  nitrogen  (albuminoid  anamonla),    . 

Per  eent.  that  nitrogen  by  albnminoid  ammonia  tett  ia  of 

nitrogen  (Kjeldahl) 

Albnminoid  ammonia  (parts  per  100,000) 

Loee  cm  ignition  (per  cent,  by  weight),       .... 


Sewage 
Sladge. 


2.87 
1.80 

55.00 

1676.50 

58.48 


Sediment  from 
Filter  No.  185. 


1.87 
0.70 

51.00 

800.90 

27.63 


Sediment  from 
Filter  No.  186. 


1.41 
0.78 

66.30 

052.50 

81.40 


Comparison  of  ths  Effluents  of  CoNTAcrr  and  Intermittent  Continu- 
ous Filters. 

These  filters  have  varied  in  depth  from  2  feet  in  the  case  of  a  contact 
filter,  to  17  feet  10  inches  in  the  case  of  intermittent  continuous  filters,  and 
the  method  of  operation  followed  has  varied  greatly.  The  principal  filter- 
ing materials  nsed  have  been  coke,  cinders  and  broken  stone.  The  sewage 
applied  has  varied  from  the  regular  station  sewage  to  sewage  in  an  advanced 
state  of  putrefaction,  such  as  that  from  Septic  Tank  B  and  the  Andover 
septic  tank.  The  quality  of  the  various  effluents  produced  by  these  filters 
has  also  varied  greatly.  The  most  satisfactory  effluent  produced  by  con- 
tact filters  of  coarse  material,  taking  into  account  the  rate  of  filtration, 
baa  been  from  Filter  No.  103,  containing  5  feet  in  depth  of  coke,  and  re- 
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ing  untreated  sewage  of  the  same  character  as  that  applied  to  Filter  No.  137, 
just  mentioned,  showed  npon  incabation  an  increase  in  odor  of  foar  of  the 
twelve  samples  incubated.  In  three  of  the  samples  the  oxygen  consumed 
had  increased  and  in  all  of  them  the  dissolved  oxygen  had  disappeared  at 
the  end  of  the  period  of  incubation. 

Summarizing,  it  can  be  said  that,  while  the  effluents  of  contact  Filters 
Nos.  103,  175  and  176,  of  rough  material,  were  of  such  a  character  that 
anaerobic  changes  occurred  in  a  few  samples,  still  these  changes  were  not 
very  marked,  and  the  increase  in  oxygen  consumed  was  bat  slight.  The 
effluent  of  contact  Filter  No.  137,  constructed  of  broken  stone,  however, 
was  of  so  poor  a  quality  that  generally,  when  a  change  occarred  daring 
incubation,  hydrogen  sulphide  was  developed,  and  the  increase  in  oxygen 
consumed  was  very  marked. 

The  effluents  of  intermittent  continaous  Filters  Nos.  135,  136  and  189 
were  submitted  to  the  same  tests. 

Of  the  twenty  samples  of  the  effluent  of  Filter  No.  135,  receiving  sewage 
which  has  passed  through  a  coal  strainer,  which  were  incubated,  not  one 
showed  an  increase  of  odor  at  the  end  of  the  period,  and  only  one  an 
increase  in  oxygen  consumed.  In  a  number  of  these  samples  dissolved 
oxygen  was  present  at  the  end  of  the  period. 

Of  the  twenty  samples  of  effluent  of  Filter  No.  136,  receiving  septic 
sewage,  incubated  from  the  beginning  of  June  to  the  end  of  December, 
only  one  showed  an  increase  in  odor  during  incubation,  and  only  one  an 
increase  in  oxygen  consumed.  In  a  number  of  these  samples  dissolved 
oxygen  was  present  at  the  end  of  the  period. 

The  effluent  of  intermittent  continuous  Filter  No.  189  was  also  tested  in 
this  way.  This  filter  received  untreated  sewage,  in  distinction  from  Filters 
Nos.  135  and  136,  which  received  strained  and  septic  sewage,  respectively, 
and  is  constructed  of  coarse  material.  With  Filter  No.  189,  eleven  of  the 
nineteen  samples  of  effluent  incubated  showed  an  increase  in  odor  at  the 
end  of  the  period,  this  odor  sometimes  being  offensive,  and  five  showed  an 
increase  in  oxygen  consumed.  In  only  two  instances  was  dissolved  oxygen 
present  in  the  sample  at  the  end  of  the  period. 

NrrROGEN  IN  Applied  Sewage  and  in  Effluents. 

The  determination  of  nitrogen  in  the  various  forms  in  which  it  occars  in 
sewage  and  in  the  effluents  of  the  filters  affords  a  ready  means  of  tracing 
the  changes  which  the  organic  matter  undergoes  in  passing  through  the 
filters.  There  may  be  also  considerable  organic  matter  stored  within  a 
filter,  even  when  the  filter  is  in  good  working  condition.  This,  when  not 
due  to  overworking  a  filter,  is  probably  the  portion  least  susceptible  to 
bacterial  action.  Much  work  has  been  carried  out  and  many  calcalations 
made  upon  this  subject  of  storage  of  nitrogen,  and  tables  have  been  given 
in  various  reports  showing  the  proportion  of  total  nitrogen  in  the  sew- 
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age  applied  not  appearing  in  the  effluents  and  not  remaining  stored  in  the 
filters. 

In  the  extended  series  of  investigations  which  were  made  to  trace  the 
nitrogen  of  the  sewage  as  it  passes  through  the  filter  in  intermittent  sand 
filtration  it  was  discovered  that  a  varying  percentage  of  the  nitrogen  was 
nnaccoanted  for,  not  being  found  in  the  effluent  and  not  being  stored  in 
the  filter.  The  inference  was  either  that  the  nitrogen  escaped  as  such  into 
the  air,  or  was  in  such  a  form  that  it  eluded  our  processes  of  analysis. 
Subsequent  investigations  point  directly  to  its  loss  in  the  gaseous  state. 
Later  experience  has  also  shown  that  the  proportion  of  nitrogen  unac- 
counted for  varies  with  different  kinds  of  filters  and  with  differently  con- 
structed or  operated  filters  of  the  same  kind. 

The  following  tables  present  some  interesting  data  on  this  subject 
obtained  during  the  last  two  years.  Filters  Nos.  1,  2,  6  and  9A  are  the 
oldest  intermittent  sand  filters  at  the  station,  and  No.  5B  is  an  intermittent 
ash  and  cinder  filter.  For  the  period  shown  in  the  tables,  the  percentage 
of  nitrogen  in  the  applied  sewage  not  appearing  in  the  effluents  from  these 
filters  amounted  to  12,  16,4,  9  and  13  per  cent.,  respectively.  Filters 
Noe.  135  and  136  are  intermittent  continuous  filters,  and  from  the  tables 
given  on  page  212  it  will  be  seen  that  only  2  and  3  per  cent.,  respectively, 
of  the  nitrogen  applied  to  them  is  unaccounted  for.  With  Filter  No.  176 
(see  page  211),  a  contact  filter,  more  than  50  per  cent,  is  unaccounted  for; 
and  with  Filter  No.  175,  also  a  contact  filter,  33  per  cent,  is  unaccounted 
for.  Filter  No.  100,  an  intermittent  sand  filter  receiving  septic  sewage, 
shows  a  loss  of  15  per  cent. 

The  results  of  these  determinations  and  calculations  may  not,  when 
applied  to  contact  filters,  be  as  accurate  as  those  obtained  from  intermit- 
tent and  intermittent  continuous  filters,  owing  to  the  greater  difficulty  in 
sampling  the  effluents ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact  that  the  nitrogen 
nnaccounted  for  in  the  operation  of  contact  filters  is  very  much  larger  than 
from  the  other  filters.  Characteristic  of  the  operation  of  contact  filters  is 
the  large  reduction  of  the  free  ammonia  of  the  sewage  without  equivalent 
increase  in  nitrates  and  nitrites  in  the  effluent. 

The  fact  that  all  the  nitrogen  is  accounted  for  in  those  filters  of  coarse 
material  in  which  we  are  sure  that  oxidizing  conditions  exist  throughout, 
—  Filters  Nos.  135  and  136,  —  and  the  fact  that  the  formation  of  hydro- 
carbons and  free  nitrogen  is  characteristic  of  the  action  of  the  septic  tank, 
lead  to  the  inference  that  when  a  loss  of  nitrogen  occurs  it  is  the  result  of 
anaerobic  action  in  a  filter.  In  the  experiments  on  the  nitrification  of  a 
soluble  salt  of  ammonia  and  of  a  soluble  nitrogenous  substance,  —  petone 
(described  in  the  special  report  of  1890), — it  was  found  that  all  of  the 
nitrogen  was  accounted  for  in  the  effluents.  In  these  experiments  no  solid 
matter  was  applied  to  the  filter,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  oxidiz- 
ing conditions  existed  throughout  the  whole  body  of  the  sand. 
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Average  of  Total  Nitrogen  in  Sewage  applied  to  and  in  Effluents  oj  Sewage  FiUers, 

July,  1901,  to  June,  1902,  ineltmve. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


1901. 


Average  Sewage 

for  Filters 

Nos.  1  and  2. 


Efflaant  of 
Filter  No.  1. 


Effluent  of 
Filter  So.  9. 


July, . 
Anguat,  . 
September, 
October,  . 
November, 
December, 

January,  . 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May. .       . 

June, 

Average, 


1009. 


8.M0O 
4.4310 
6.2706 
4.7687 
6.7468 
4.8017 


4.6466* 

4.8006 

8.0201 

4.4666 

6.1227 

6.1064 


4.8864 


6.8874 
8.8000 
4.8600 
2.0468 
2.0406 
8.8710 

8.6048 
8.6672 
8.0000 
6.0708 
7.0642 
4.6286 


4.2566 


4.6061 
4.0172 
6.1418 
4.0664 
2.4188 
1.2878 

2.7061 
3.7600 
3.6860 
4.2440 
6.6017 
6.1044 


4.0616 


*  Average  aewage  for  Noe.  1,  6  and  OA  all  the  aame  after  Jan.  1, 1002. 


1001. 


Average  Sewage 

for  Fillers 
Kos.  6B  and  6. 


Effluent  of 
FUter  No.  6B. 


Effluent  of 
Filter  No.  6. 


July,. 
August,  . 
September, 
October,  . 
November, 
December, 


January,  . 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, .       . 

Jane, 

Average, 


1009. 


8.0120 
4.0741 
4.6052 
6.6425 
7.0882 
4.6624 


4.6466* 

4.8006 

8.0201 

4.4566 

6.1227 

6.1864 


4.8083 


6.0682 
8.7806 
4.7688 
4.2648 
4.2664 
8.6608 

4.7114 
4.1060 
8.7861 
4.9008 
8.8640 
4.6676 


4.2488 


6.2064 
4.0663 
4.8106 
8.6470 
2.3168 
2.8021 

2.0025 
4.1127 
8.7307 
4.8082 
0.8426 
6.6416 


4.6187 


*  Average  aewage  for  Noa.  1, 6  and  OA  all  the  aame  alUr  Jan.  1,  lOQt. 
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1901. 


Arenice  Sewage 

for 

Fnter  No.  9A. 


KfDaent  of 
Filter  No.  9A. 


July,      . 
August, 
B«ptemb«r,    . 
October, 
Novemb«r,    . 
Decemb«r,     . 

JftDuary, 
February, 
March,  . 
April.  . 
May,  . 
Jane, 

Average, 


1»0». 


4.1018 
4.6121 
4.78&2 
6.10«2 
7.5466 
4.6216 


4.5466* 

4.8096 

8.9201 

4.4666 

6.1227 

6.1964 


4.9092 


7.0018 
4.6784 
4.1766 
2.8268 
8.6910 
4.2641 

8.4560 
8.4117 
8.9867 
4.8719 
7.9636 
4.4498 


4.6519 


*  Average  aewage  for  Noa.  1,  6  and  9 A  all  the  aame  after  Jan.  1, 1902. 

The  following  table  shows  the  small  percentage  of  nitrogen  of  the  applied 
sewage  present  in  the  effluents  of  the  contact  filters,  and  illustrates  the  loss 
of  nitrogen  of  the  free  ammonia,  as  discussed  on  page  213  :  — 

Averctges  of  Total  Nitrogen  in  Sewage  applied  to  and  Effluents  from  Contact  Fil- 
ters Nos,  176  and  176,  from  July  1, 1901,  to  June  30, 1902, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


1901. 


Sewage  applied 
to  Filter  No.  175. 

(Effluent  of 
Coal  Strainer.) 


Effluent  of 
Filter  No.  175. 


Regular  Sewage 

applied  to 
Filter  No.  176. 


Effluent  of 
Filter  No.  176. 


July,      . 

Auguat,  f 

September,  . 
October, 

Noyember,  . 

December,  . 


January, 
Februafy, 
March,  . 
April,    . 
May,      .       . 
June, 

Average, 


IMS. 


4.82 
4.00 
4.91 
4.61 
8.18 

4.66 
4.62 
8.28 
4.88 
6.92 
6.08 
4.48 


2.8686 
2.8762 
1.9930 
8.4869 
4.2842 
2.8740 

2.7680 
8.1664 
2.6677 
8.0664 
8.5646 
8.6396 
2.9020 


8.7628 
4.7326 
6.3604 
6.1868 
6.8617 
8.8627 

4.6086 
4.6184 
3.8046 
4.6867 
4.7108 
6.0234 
4.7646 


2.4034 
2.1866 
1.7878 
8.6641 
1.6637 
2.0620 

2.8411 
2.6728 
1.6022 
1.8199 
2.6868 
1.8670 
2.2072 
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Averages  of  Total  Nitrogen  in  Sewage  applied  to  and  Effluents  from  Intermittent 
Continuous  Filters  Nos,  136  and  136,  from  July  i,  1901,  to  June  30, 1902. 

[Parts  p«r  100,000.] 


1901. 


Sewage  applied 
to  niter  No.  U». 


Efflaent  of 
Filter  No.  186. 


8«wafe  applied 
to  FUter  No.  IM. 


Effloentof 
FUter  No.  U6. 


July.      . 
Augnat, 
September,    . 
October, 
November,    . 
December,    . 

January, 
February, 
March,  . 
AprU,     . 
May,      .       . 
June, 

Average, 


IMS. 


4.8184 
6.2674 
6.5M0 
7.0243 
7.0420 
8.8800 


4.6878 
4.8183 
6.0234 
8.8880 
6.3881 
6.4601 


6.8884 


4.4281 
6.4149 
6.9669 
7.2668 
7.1987 
8.9644 

4.4476 
4.6610 
4.6897 
2.9663 
6.2968 
6.9861 


6.2862 


4.4936 
6.0200 
6.6708 
6.0200 
6.4491 
8.9767 

6.1890 
6.7819 
6.0912 
4.6060 
0.4982 
0.2846 


6.6S74 


4.2602 
6.9666 
4.9666 

6.4101 
6.6188 
8.6876 

4.0962 
6.8816 
0.8298 
8.4871 
0.2003 
0.2164 


6.8886 


Averages  of  Total  Nitrogen  in  Septic  Sewage  applied  to  and  Effluents  of  Filters 
Nos,  100  (Sand)  and  103  (Contact),  from  July  1, 1901,  to  June  30, 1902. 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


1»01. 


Sewage  applied 

to  Filters 
Nos.  100  and  108. 


Effluent  of 
FUter  No.  100. 


Effluent  of 
FUter  No.  108. 


July. 

Auguat, 

September,       .... 

October, 

November,        .... 
December,        .... 

1909. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May, 

June, 

Average,    .... 


3.68 
4.80 
4.60 
4.63 
4.98 
3.62 

4.27 
3.92 
3.90 
4.89 
4.49 
4.82 


4.26 


8.6788 
8.7287 
4.4781 
8.7996 
4.0688 
2.6019 


2.( 

8.4647 

2.8780 

2.8768 

4.7976 

6.8682 


8. 


S.8896 

S.4288 
4.1189 
4.1186 
4.9788 
2.4484 

S.4A70 
2.4169 
2.2402 
S.6790 
2.6688 
S.69T0 


8.1796 


No.  34.]  PURIFICATION   OF   SEWAGE.  213 


Loss  OF  Nitrogen  in  Contact  Filtration,  coicpared  with  the  Loss  in 

Intermittent  Continuous  Filtration. 

On  previous  pages  tables  have  been  given,  showing  the  percentage  of  the 
nitrogen  in  the  sewage  applied  to  certain  filters  that  appears  in  their  efflu- 
ents. It  was  noted  in  discussing  these  tables  that  there  appeared  to  be  a 
great  loss  of  nitrogen  in  contact  filtration.  It  was  also  stated  that  this 
might  be  partly  due  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  as  representative 
samples  from  these  filters  as  from  intermittent  sand  and  intermittent  con- 
tinuous filters ;  but  this  would  only  give  misleading  figures  in  regard  to  the 
nitrogen  determined  as  albuminoid  ammonia.  This  loss  is  largely,  how- 
ever, of  the  nitrogen  found  as  free  ammonia  in  the  sewage  and  not  appear- 
ing as  free  ammonia  or  in  the  form  of  nitrates  or  nitrites  in  the  effluent  of 
these  filters ;  that  is,  a  much  larger  percentage  of  the  nitrogen  of  the  free 
ammonia  of  the  sewage  must  pass  into  the  air  from  contact  filters  than  is 
the  case  in  the  operation  of  other  filters.     The  following  figures  prove  this. 

Taking  contact  Filters  Nos.  103,  175  and  176,  and  the  Andover  contact 
filter,  all  constructed  of  coke,  and  comparing  the  analyses  of  the  applied 
sewage  and  effluents  during  1902,  we  find  that  their  effluents  contained 
respectively  69,  71,  68  and  49  per  cent,  less  free  ammonia  than  the  sewage 
applied  to  them.  We  find  also  that  the  amount  of  nitrogen  as  free  ammonia 
nitrates  and  nitrites  in  their  effluents  amounted  to  only  62,  74,  50  and  50  per 
cent.,  respectively,  of  the  nitrogen  as  free  ammonia  in  the  sewage  applied ; 
that  is  to  say,  with  these  filters  38,  26,  50  and  50  percent.,  respectively,  of 
the  nitrogen  applied  as  free  ammonia  has  been  lost  into  the  air,  even  assum- 
ing that  all  the  nitrogen  found  as  nitrates  and  nitrites  in  these  effluents 
came  from  the  free  ammonia  of  the  applied  sewage.  The  only  nitrogen  of 
the  sewage  stored  in  the  filter  is  that  applied  in  the  organic  matter  repre- 
sented in  the  analyses  as  albuminoid  ammonia.  With  intermittent  con- 
tinuous Filters  Nos.  135  and  136  a  similar  comparison  of  effluent  and 
sewage  analyses  shows  that  in  each  instance  98.6  and  98.9  per  cent,  of  the 
nitrogen  as  free  ammonia  appeared  in  the  form  of  free  ammonia,  nitrates 
or  nitrites  in  their  effluents,  or  a  disappearance  of  only  about  1  per  cent. 
The  reduction  of  free  ammonia  by  filtration  was  about  the  same  as  with 
the  contact  filters,  namely,  67  and  58  per  cent.,  respectively. 

These  figures,  taken  in  connection  with  the  regular  analyses  and  incuba- 
tion tests  of  contact  filter  effluents,  tend  to  show  that  high  nitrification  is 
not  absolutely  necessary  in  obtaining  good  effluents  from  this  class  of  filters. 
Anaerobic  action  occurring  during  each  daily  period  of  rest  is  probably  ac- 
countable for  this  loss  of  nitrogen  ;  and  the  nature  of  the  filtering  material 
also  plays  a  part,  a  greater  loss  occurring  from  contact  filters  of  rough 
and  porous  material  than  from  contact  filters  of  broken  stone.  In  the 
intermittent  continuous  filters,  where  aerobic  action  always  prevails,  there 
apparently  is  no  loss  of  nitrogen. 
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Operation  of  the   Large  Intermtttent  Filters,  ^^  of  ak  Acre  in 

Area. 

The  effluents  of  most  of  these  large  filters  have  daring  portions  of  the  past 
two  years  been  of  a  comparatively  poor  quality.  The  poor  results  daring 
the  winter  of  1900-1901  were  largely  due  to  a  break  in  the  sewer  pipe,  pre- 
venting the  application  of  sewage  for  three  weeks  in  December.  This 
caused  nitrification  to  cease,  and  it  was  not  re-established  antil  warm 
weather.  During  the  winter  of  1901-1902  nitrification  in  these  filters  was 
again  very  feeble.  Notwithstanding  this,  their  effluents,  instead  of  becom- 
ing turbid  and  being  subject  to  putrefaction,  were  clear,  comparatively  low 
in  albuminoid  ammonia,  and  would  remain  without  change,  even  when  in- 
cubated at  80°  F.  for  five  days.  The  cause  of  this  poor  nitrification  and  its 
slow  establishment  in  spring,  with  the  consequent  high  free  ammonia  in  the 
effluents  of  these  filters,  has  not  been  definitely  determined.  The  filters  were 
apparently  in  good  physical  condition  during  this  period,  and  the  applied 
sewage  disappeared  as  readily  as  during  previous  years.  It  is  possible 
that  spading  these  filters  over  many  times  to  the  same  depth  has  caased  a 
condition  similar  to  stratification,  and  that  in  the  winter,  when  organic 
matter  accumulates  at  this  depth,  a  reducing  action  occurs  in  the  lower 
portion  of  the  filter.  That  this  is  true  to  some  extent  would  be  inferred 
from  the  considerable  amounts  of  iron  present  in  these  fflters  at  times  dar- 
ing the  past  two  winters. 

Early  investigations  at  the  station  showed  that  a  regular  stratification  of 
filtering  materials,  either  with  the  coarse  layer  above  the  fine,  or  rrice  versa^ 
prevented  the  free  passage  of  air  in  the  filter.  (See  Filters  Nos.  3A  and 
5A,  reports  of  1891  and  1892,  in  which  the  materials  were  purposely  strati- 
fied.) It  seems  probable,  however,  that  even  in  filters  of  such  materials 
as  those  in  Filters  Nos.  1  and  9A,  natural  stratification,  or  at  least  a  surface 
accumulation  of  fine  mineral  matter,  will  sometimes  occur  to  a  certain 
extent  after  a  considerable  period  of  operation.  For  instance.  Filter  No.  1 
contained  originally  5  feet  in  depth  of  coarse  sand,  having  an  effective  size 
of  0.48  millimeter,  and  the  9  inches  of  new  sand  placed  in  it  during  1893, 
in  place  of  the  clogged  sand  removed,  was  of  practically  the  same  grade. 
At  the  end  of  1902  the  upper  6  inches  of  sand  in  this  filter  had  an  average 
size  of  0.30  millimeter,  —  a  reduction  in  size  of  88  per  cent.  Below  9 
inches  in  depth  the  sand  was  of  the  original  grade.  While  this  may  not 
affect  materially  the  summer  results,  in  winter,  when  partially  frozen,  an 
effect  may  be  produced  similar  to  that  caused  by  placing  a  layer  of  fine 
sand  above  coarse  sand  in  a  filter.  It  can  probably  be  obviated  by  spad- 
ing to  a  greater  depth. 

During  the  winter  of  1902-1903,  when  Filter  No.  9A  had  ceased  to 
nitrify,  an  examination  of  the  sand  revealed  that,  while  the  upper  layers 
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were  free  from  f roet,  at  a  depth  of  6  inches  there  was  a  frozen  layer  9 
inches  in  thickness.  Careful  removal  of  different  layers  and  analysis 
showed  that,  while  the  upper  6  inches  of  sand  contained  an  average  of  86 
parts  of  nitrogen  per  100,000,  the  sand  immediately  above  the  frozen  layer 
contained  97  parts  per  100,000.  Three  inches  below  this  there  were  only 
19  parts  of  nitrogen  per  100,000.  This  sand  at  the  frost  line  was,  more- 
over, noticeably  darker  colored  than  the  sand  above.  Stratification  in  this 
instance  was  thus  shown  to  be  due  to  the  accumulation  of  organic  matter 
on  the  top  of  the  tightly  frozen  layer. 

The  operation  of  these  filters  during  the  year  1902  was  as  follows :  — 

FiUer  No.  1, 

Filter  No.  1  contains  60  inches  in  depth  of  coarse  sand  of  an  effective 
size  of  0.48  millimeter,  and  is  ^^  of  an  acre  in  area.  The  surface  of  this 
filter  has  been  raked  1  inch  deep  each  week,  and  spaded  over  to  a  depth  of 
6  inches  upon  April  1,  August  7  and  October  4.  During  January,  8  inches 
of  snow  and  3^  inches  of  ice  were  removed  from  the  surface ;  during  Feb- 
mary,  21^  inches  of  snow  and  3^  inches  of  ice ;  during  March,  6}  inches 
of  snow ;  during  December,  34^  inches  of  snow  and  }  inch  of  ice.  The 
filter  was  allowed  to  rest  from  April  1  to  April  6,  from  May  15  to  May  19, 
from  August  5  to  August  12,  and  from  September  24  to  November  10,  in- 
clusive.    March  1  to  March  9  the  experiment  was  interrupted  by  a  freshet. 

FUter  No.  2. 

This  filter  is  y^  of  an  acre  in  area,  and  contains  60  inches  in  depth  of 
fine  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.08  millimeter,  with  two  circular  trenches 
1  foot  wide  and  2  feet  deep,  of  medium  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.19 
millimeter,  the  surface  of  these  trenches  being  below  the  surface  of  the 
remainder  of  the  filter,  and  the  sewage  being  applied  to  them.  The  surface 
of  the  trenches  has  been  raked  1  inch  deep  each  week,  and  was  spaded  to 
a  depth  of  6  inches  on  April  1,  August  7  and  October  4.  During  January, 
8  inches  of  snow  and  2}  inches  of  ice  were  removed  from  the  surface  of  the 
filter;  during  February,  10^  inches  of  snow  and  2^  inches  of  ice;  during 
March,  7  inches  of  snow;  and  during  December,  31}  inches  of  snow 
and  H  inches  of  ice  were  removed.  The  filter  was  allowed  to  rest  from 
April  1  to  April  6,  from  May  15  to  May  19,  from  August  5  to  August  13, 
and  from  September  24  to  November  10,  inclusive.  March  1  to  March  9 
the  experiment  was  interrupted  by  a  freshet. 

Filter  No.  4. 

This  filter  is  -^  of  an  acre  in  area,  and  contains  60  inches  in  depth  of 
fine  river  silt  of  an  effective  size  of  0.04  millimeter,  with  two  circular 
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trenches  about  14  inches  wide  and  12  inches  deep,  of  coarse  sand  of  an 
effective  size  of  0.48  millimeter.  The  surface  of  these  trenches  is  below 
the  surface  of  the  remainder  of  the  filter,  and  to  them  the  sewage  is  applied. 
They  have  been  raked  1  inch  deep  each  week,  and  spaded  to  a  depth  of  6 
inches  on  March  81,  August  7  and  October  4.  Daring  January,  11  inches 
of  snow  and  4  inches  of  ice  were  removed  from  the  filter ;  daring  February, 
15^  inches  of  snow  and  4f  inches  of  ice ;  during  March,  8  inches  of  snow ; 
and  during  December,  17^  inches  of  snow.  The  filter  was  allowed  to  rest 
from  March  31  to  April  6,  from  May  15  to  May  19,  from  Augast  5  to 
August  13,  and  from  September  24  to  October  8,  inclusive.  March  1  to 
March  9  the  experiment  was  interrupted  by  a  freshet. 

Filter  No.  5B. 

This  filter  is  ^^  of  an  acre  in  area,  and  contains  60  inches  in  depth  of  a 
mixture  of  cinders  and  ashes  from  the  combustion  of  soft  coal.  It  was 
first  put  into  operation  March  5,  1898.  Owing  to  the  coarseness  of  the 
material  in  this  filter,  the  sewage  enters  it  more  readily  than  it  does  any  of 
the  other  large  filters,  and  this  is  a  condition  especially  favorable  for  good 
work  during  cold  winter  weather.  The  surface  of  the  filter  has  been  raked 
1  inch  deep  each  week.  During  January,  13  inches V>f  snow  and  1  inch  of 
ice  were  removed  from  the  surface  of  the  filter;  daring  Febrnary,  20J 
inches  of  snow  and  ^  inch  of  ice ;  during  March,  9  inches  of  snow ;  and 
during  December,  30  inches  of  snow  and  {  inch  of  ice.  The  filter  was 
allowed  to  rest  from  March  31  to  April  6,  from  May  15  to  May  19,  from 
August  5  to  August  12,  and  from  September  24  to  October  8,  inclusive. 
March  2  to  March  5  the  experiment  was  interrupted  by  a  freshet. 

FiUer  No.  6. 

This  filter  is  ^^  of  an  acre  in  area,  and  contains  44  inches  in  depth  of 
mixed  coarse  and  fine  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.85  millimeter.  The 
surface  of  the  filter  has  been  raked  to  a  depth  of  1  inch  each  week,  and 
spaded  to  a  depth  of  6  inches  on  March  31,  August  7,  and  October  4. 
During  January,  12^  inches  of  snow  and  5|  inches  of  ice  were  removed 
from  the  surface  of  the  filter;  during  February,  17^  inches  of  snow  and  If 
inches  of  ice ;  during  March,  8}  inches  of  snow ;  and  daring  December, 
37$  inches  of  snow  and  f  inch  of  ice.  The  filter  was  allowed  to  rest  from 
March  31  to  April  6,  from  May  15  to  May  19,  from  August  4  to  August 
12,  and  from  September  24  to  October  7,  inclusive.  March  1  to  March  9 
the  experiment  was  interrupted  by  a  freshet. 
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rater  No.  9 A. 

This  filter  is  7^  of  an  acre  in  area,  and  contains  5  feet  in  depth  of  sand 
of  an  efifective  size  of  0.17  millimeter.  From  January  1  to  March  31  the 
sewage  was  applied  to  2  fiat-bottomed  trenches,  each  7  inches  deep,  5  feet 
wide  and  11  feet  long.  The  surface  of  these  trenches  was  raked  1  inch 
deep  each  week.     On  April  1  the  surface  of  the  trenches  was  spaded  over 

6  inches  deep.  The  remainder  of  the  surface  was  spaded  a  little  deeper 
than  the  surface  of  the  trenches,  and  the  surface  of  the  whole  filter  was 
levelled.  Following  this,  the  surface  of  the  filter  has  been  raked  an  inch 
deep  each  week,  and  has  been  spaded  over  to  a  depth  of  6  inches  on  August 

7  and  October  4.  During  January,  11^  inches  of  snow  and  2^  inches  of  ice 
were  removed  from  the  surface  of  the  filter ;  during  February  18^  inches  of 
snow  and  ^  inch  of  ice ;  during  March,  6^  inches  of  snow ;  and  during 
December,  34  inches  of  snow.  The  filter  was  allowed  to  rest  from  March 
31  to  April  6,  from  May  15  to  May  19,  from  August  4  to  August  12,  and 
from  September  24  to  October  7,  inclusive.  March  1  to  March  9,  March 
14  to  March  15,  and  March  18  to  March  20,  the  experiment  was  interrupted 
by  a  freshet. 

Filter  No.  10. 

This  filter  is  7^  of  an  acre  in  area,  and  contains  5  feet  in  depth  of  mixed 
coarse  and  fine  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.35  millimeter.  No  under- 
drains  are  beneath  the  sand  except  directly  above  and  around  the  outlet 
pipe.  A  partition  extending  3  feet  below  the  surface  separates  the  quarter 
of  the  surface  farthest  from  the  underd rains  from  the  remainder  of  the 
surface.  To  this  quarter  of  the  surface  the  sewage  is  applied,  and  over 
the  remainder  of  the  surface  is  a  layer  of  loam  8  inches  in  depth,  this  keep- 
ing the  body  of  the  filter  freer  from  frost  than  is  the  case  with  most  of  the 
other  filters,  and  hence  allowing  better  nitrification,  as  a  general  thing,  in 
the  winter  weather,  this  being  aided  also  by  the  small  surface,  to  which  a 
comparatively  large  volume  of  sewage  is  applied.  The  surface  of  the  filter 
has  been  raked  1  inch  deep  each  week,  and  spaded  to  a  depth  of  6  inches 
on  March  31,  August  7  and  October  4.  During  January,  12^  inches  of 
snow  and  I  inch  of  ice  were  removed  from  the  surface  of  the  filter ;  during 
February,  28^  inches  of  snow  and  ^  inch  of  ice ;  during  March,  7|  inches 
of  snow ;  and  during  December,  41^  inches  of  snow.  The  filter  was  rested 
from  March  31  to  April  6,  from  May  15  to  May  19,  from  August  5  to 
August  12,  and  from  September  24  to  October  7,  inclusive.  March  2  to 
March  9,  March  14  to  March  15,  and  March  18  to  March  20,  the  experi- 
ment was  interrupted  by  a  freshet. 
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Effluent  o/FOter  No.  1. 
[P«ita  p*r  100,000.] 
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Storage  of  Nitroqen  in  Sakd  Filters. 
g  tables  preaeDt  the  resulto  of  analyseB  from  time  to  time  of 

the  Band  nt  different  depths  in  Filters  Noa.  1  and  9  A.    TheM  uutlyaea  show 
that  there  has  been  a  alow  increase  of  nitrogen  in  these  fllten* 
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Filter  No.  1.  —  Table  showing  the  Amount  of  Nitrogen  stored  in  the  Sand 
at  Different  Depths^  calculated  from  Albuminoid  Ammonia  Determina- 
tions j  and  deducting  the  1  Part  of  Nitrogen  contained  in  the  Original  Sand. 

[ParU  per  100,000  by  weight  of  dry  Mnd.] 
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Filler  No,  9 A.  —  Table  showing  the  Amount  of  Nitrogen  stored  in  the  Sand  at 
Different  Depths,  calculated  from  Albuminoid  Ammonia  Determinations,  and 
deducting  the  1.33  Parts  of  Nitrogen  contained  in  the  Original  Sand. 

[Parta  per  100,000  by  weight  of  dry  aand.] 
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The  following  tables  present  the  actual  volame  of  sewage  applied  to 
Filters  Nos.  1  and  9 A  since  their  construction,  together  with  data  with 
regard  to  nitrogen  applied  in  the  sewage,  —  that  found  in  the  effluent,  that 
removed  by  scraping  ten  or  more  years  ago,  and  the  amount  now  stored  in 
the  sand  of  the  filter.  In  these  calculations  it  has  been  assumed  that  in 
all  analytical  work  upon  Lawrence  sewage  and  sand  50  per  cent,  of  the 
total  oi^anic  nitrogen  present  is  obtained  by  the  albuminoid  ammonia 
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process.  Recent  investigations  have  shown  that  this  factor  is  not  as 
accurate  as  formerly  supposed,  but  its  variation  is  difficult  to  determine. 
Whatever  factor  for  albuminoid  ammonia  value  is  used,  however,  the  com- 
parative results  will  be  but  slightly  affected. 


FilUr  No,  i,  Jan,  10, 1888,  to  Nov.  10, 1902. 


Gallons  of  sewage  applied  since  start,  . 
Pounds  of  nitrogen  applied  in  the  sewage,  . 
Founds  of  nitrogen  in  efSucnt,      .        .        .        . 
Founds  of  nitrogen  removed  by  scraping,     . 
Pounds  of  nitrogen  stored  in  sand,  Nov.  10, 1902, 
Pounds  of  nitrogen  unaccounted  for,    . 
Per  cent,  of  nitrogen  unaccounted  for, . 


Filler  No,  9 A,  Nov.  18, 1890,  to  Jan,  23 

Gallons  of  sewage  applied  since  start, . 
Pounds  of  nitrogen  applied  in  the  sewage,   . 
Pounds  of  nitrogen  in  effluent,      .... 
Pounds  of  nitrogen  removed  by  scraping,    , 
Pounds  of  nitrogen  stored  in  sand,  Jan.  28, 1903, 
Founds  of  nitrogen  unaccounted  for,    . 
Per  cent,  of  nitrogen  unaccounted  for, , 


1,674,682.00 

513.62 

385.50 

19.23 

21.65 

114.24 

22.24 


1903, 


1,467,267.00 
462.59 
346.79 
14.61 
17.45 
83.74 
18.10 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  nitrogen  stored  in  Filter  No. 
100  at  the  end  of  1902.  This  is  a  sand  filter  that  has  been  in  operation 
five  years,  and  has  always  had  septic  sewage  applied  to  it. 


Nitrogen  stored  in  Filter  No,  100. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Average  first  6  inches,  . 


82.78 


Average  first  12  inches, 28.78 

Average  first  18  inches, 16.37 

Average  first  24  inches, 13.07 

Average  first  36  inches, 8.69 

Average  first  48  inches, 11.78 

Average  first  foot, 57.28 

Average  second  foot, 18.65 

Average  third  foot, 10-88 

Average  fourth  foot, 10.24 

Nitrogen  stored  in  Filter  No.  100  from  Jan.  1, 1898,  to  March  23, 1903. 

Gallons  of  sewage  applied, 19,973.00 

Pounds  of  nitrogen  applied, 6.74 

Founds  of  nitrogen  in  effluent, 6.14 

Pounds  of  nitrogen  removed  by  scraping, 0.26 

Pounds  of  nitrogen  stored  in  the  sand, .        .        .        .        •        .  0.20 

Pounds  of  nitrogen  unaccounted  for, 0.14 

Per  cent,  of  nitrogen  unaccounted  for, 2.10 
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Effluent  o/FiUer  No.  184. 
[PtrU  p«r  im/Mlo.] 
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FILTRATION  OF  WATER. 


During  1901-1902  five  water  filters  were  in  operation  at  the  station 
receiving  Merrimack  River  water ;  one  of  these  filters,  No.  SB,  for  a  short 
time  only,  but  the  remaining  filters  thronghont  the  entire  period.  The 
filters  were  constructed  of  the  same  grade  of  sand  bat  were  of  different 
depths,  and  were  used  largely  in  comparative  work  to  learn  the  efficiency 
of  each  in  removing  the  total  number  of  bacteria  and  B.  coli  in  the  river 
water  when  operating  at  approximately  equal  rates.  The  rates  of  filtration 
were  varied  from  time  to  time,  and  tests  for  B,  coli  were  made  in  both  1 
and  100  cubic  centimeters  of  the  efiiuent  from  each  filter.  Bacterial  and 
chemical  examinations  of  samples  of  the  efiiuent  of  the  Lawrence  city 
filter,  collected  from  different  points  on  the  supply  system,  and  of  river  and 
canal  water  were  also  made.  Daring  the  larger  part  of  the  past  foar  years 
the  turbidity  of  the  river  water  has  been  observed  daily,  and  tables  are 
presented  showing  this  turbidity  and  also  its  effect  upon  the  length  of  the 
period  of  operation  of  the  experimental  filtera  between  scrapings.  These 
tables  give  the  number  of  days  of  each  period,  the  rate  of  filtration  of  each 
filter,  the  total  volume  of  water  filtered,  presented  in  terms  of  gallons  per 
acre  of  filter  surface,  and  the  average  turbidity  of  the  river  water  daring 
each  period. 

One  of  the  filters.  No.  172,  operated  during  1901  and  1902,  contained 
approximately  13  feet  in  depth  of  sand,  and  figures  are  presented  in  this 
report  showing  the  efiSciency  of  this  filter  at  different  depths,  as  well  as 
tables  comparing  its  efiSciency  with  that  of  much  shallower  filters.  The 
filters,  the  results  from  which  are  summarized  in  this  report,  are  as 
follows :  — 

Filter  No.  8A,  -^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  '^^  Atea^  first  put  in  operation  daring 
1893,  contained  during  1901  27  inches  in  depth  of  sand  of  an  effective 
size  of  0.23  millimeter,  and  during  1902  approximately  20  inches  in  depth 
of  sand. 

Filters  Nos.  142  and  143  are  each  nriinr  ^^  ^^  ^^®  ^^  area,  and  were 
first  put  in  operation  in  June,  1900.  Each  filter  was  constructed  of  sand 
of  an  effective  size  of  0.23  millimeter,  and  when  started  Filter  No.  142 
contained  2  feet  in  depth  of  sand  and  Filter  No.  148  5  feet  in  depth  of 
sand.  During  1901  the  average  depth  of  sand  in  Filter  No.  142  was  18 
inches,  and  during  1902,  14  inches.  The  average  depth  of  sand  in  Filter 
No.  143  during  1901  was  55  inches  and  during  1902,  50  inches. 

The  average  analyses  of  the  effluents  of  all  these  filters  for  1900  has 
been  presented  in  the  report  for  that  year. 
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The  following  tables  prewnt  the  aa&lyseB  of  the  applied  water  and 
effluents  of  these  filters  daring  1901  and  1902  :  — 
Average  Analyie*  of  Biver  Water  and  Effltienii  of  FiUert  Ifoi.  8A,  142, 143  and 
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Comparative  Bacterial  and  B.  Coli  Effioibnct  of  Filters  Nos.  142, 

148  AND  172. 

For  the  past  three  years  studies  of  the  bacterial  and  B,  coli  efficiency  of 
these  three  filters,  constructed  of  different  depths  of  sand  of  the  same 
grade,  have  been  made.  The  rates  of  operation  of  each  filter  duriog 
different  portions  of  this  period  have  varied  from  1,000,000  gallons  to 
5,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  all  three  filters  being  operated  as  nearly 
as  possible  at  equal  rates.  In  each  instance  the  filters  were  operated 
when  first  started  at  the  lower  rate,  but  the  figures  of  efficiency  at  this  rate 
given  in  the  table  are  somewhat  misleading  when  compared  with  the 
efficiencies  at  higher  rates,  as  the  filters  were  then  new  and  had  not  at- 
tained their  normal  condition. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  during  different  periods.  It  will  be 
seen  from  this  table  that  the  deepest  filter.  No.  172,  containing  during  1902 
twelve  or  thirteen  times  as  great  a  depth  of  sand  as  the  shallower  filter,  was 
by  far  the  most  efficient  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  B,  coli  at  each  rate  tried, 
and  most  efficient  at  the  two  lower  rates  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  all 
bacteria.  During  the  period  when  operated  at  the  highest  rate  its  ap- 
parent bacterial  efficiency  fell  below  that  of  the  shallower  filters,  but  this 
was  not  due  to  the  passage  of  bacteria  through  the  filter,  but  to  the  in- 
crease  of  one  species  in  the  lower  layers  of  sand  in  the  filter.  Similar 
results  in  regard  to  growths  in  the  lower  layers  of  filters  have  been  noted 
in  earlier  reports  of  the  Board. 

The  figures  in  the  table  show  that  Filter  No.  142,  containing  from  Sept. 
19,  1900,  to  June  30,  1901,  only  about  21  inches  in  depth  of  sand,  gave  as 
good  average  results  when  operating  at  a  rate  of  2,500,000  gallons  per  acre 
daily  as  Filter  No.  143,  containing  during  this  period  57.5  inches  in  depth 
of  sand  and  operating  at  the  same  rate.  With  an  increase  in  rate  and  a 
decrease  in  depth  of  sand  in  each  filter,  and  when  operating  at  a  rate  of 
5,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  from  July  1,  1901,  to  Dec.  23,  1902,  the 
deeper  filter  gave  much  the  best  bacterial  and  B.  coli  efficiency.  The  efflu- 
ent of  the  shallower  filter  during  this  period  of  eighteen  months  containing 
six  times  as  many  bacteria  as  the  effluent  of  the  deeper  filter  and  B,  coli 
were  found  in  16  per  cent,  of  the  samples  as  against  6  per  cent,  of  the  sam- 
ples of  the  effluent  of  Filter  No.  143. 
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Table  dtowiag  the  Bebttive  Sffidenoy  of  ShaUow  and  Dwp  Fitlen  when  operated 
at  Equal  BaUt. 
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Bacteria  and  B.  Coli  in  Sauples  fbom  DiFFESBrr  Dbpths  of  Filter 
No.  172. 
Doring  1901  §&mples  were  collected  from  different  depths  of  Filter  No. 
172,  coDtaining  at  that  time  13  feet  ia  depth  of  Band  and  operatiog  at  a 
rate  of  2,500,000  gallonB  per  acre  daily.  Theae  aaiupleB  were  collected 
from  petcocks  upon  the  eide  of  the  Qlter,  from  which  pipes  extended  into 
the  filter.  Samplea  were  collected  daily  from  July  22  to  September  7, 
iDcluBive,  at  depths  of  55  incheB,  110  inches  and  156  inches.  The  average 
number  of  bacteria  at  these  depths  was  12,  7  and  6  per  cubic  centimeter, 
respectively.  Four  of  the  sampleB  collected  at  a  depth  of  55  inches  gave 
positive  testa  for  B.  colt,  none  of  those  collected  at  the  depth  of  110  iocbea, 
and  1  collected  at  the  depth  of  156  inches. 
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Effect  of  scraping  Filters  of  Different  Depths  upon  Bacterial  and 

B.  CoLi  Efficiency. 

A  large  amount  of  data  has  been  gathered  daring  the  past  three  years  in 
regard  to  the  efficiency  of  shallow  and  deep  filters  before  and  after  scraping, 
and  this  is  presented  in  following  tables.  These  tables  give  the  average 
bacterial  and  B.  coli  efficiency  of  filters  Nos.  142,  148  and  172  for  periods 
of  seven  days  before  and  seven  days  after  scraping.  Filter  No.  142,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  period  reviewed  (July,  1900),  contained  24  inches  in 
depth  of  sand,  Filter  No.  143,  60  inches  in  depth,  and  Filter  No.  172,  165 
inches  in  depth.  At  the  end  of  the  period  the  depths  were  as  follows : 
Filter  No.  142,  12  inches,  Filter  No.  143,  50  inches,  and  Filter  No.  172, 
163  inches. 

An  examination  of  the  tables  shows  that  filters  Nos.  142  and  148  each 
gave  very  similar  results  during  the  first  six  months  of  this  three-year 
period,  the  shallow  filter  being  as  efficient  as  the  deeper  one.  Daring  1901, 
Filter  No.  143,  the  deeper  filter,  gave  much  better  bacterial  efficiency,  both 
just  before  and  just  after  scraping.  The  depths  at  this  time  averaged  21 
and  57  inches,  respectively.  During  1902  this  difference  was  still  more 
marked,  the  bacterial  efficiency  of  Filter  No.  143  never  falling  below  98 
per  cent,  during  these  periods,  while  an  efficiency  below  90  per  cent,  was 
often  given  by  Filter  No.  142.  The  approximate  depth  of  each  filter  daring 
this  period  was  13  and  51  inches,  respectively.  Daring  1902,  Filter  No. 
172,  165  inches  in  depth,  apparently  gave  low  bacterial  efficiency,  bat  the 
bacteria  found  in  its  effiuent  were  growths  in  the  filter,  and  not  bacteria 
that  had  passed  through  the  filter.  The  B.  coli  efficiency  of  this  filter  was 
excellent. 


Table  showing  Effect  of  Scraping  on  Bacterial  and  B,  CoU  Besults, 

Filter  No,  142. 


Pbbiod  or  Skvbm  Days  riscBDiKO  Sckapimo. 
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Date 
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July    26 
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Oct.       1 
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Nov.      6 
Nov.    23 
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10 
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10 
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of 

Samples 
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reinoTcd. 

TtanM 
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wu 

loand. 
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of 
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eontaining 

B  CoH. 

1.0 
1.0 
2.6 
2.6 
2.6 
2.6 
2.6 

60.4 
06.3 
00.6 
00.7 
08.8 
00.7 
01.7 

0 
1 
0 
0 
0 

1 

2 

0 

17 

0 

0 

0 

17 

38 
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202 
86 
64 
81 
78 
124 

87.1 
M.» 
0B.4 
OB.O 
M.6 
08.6 
08.1 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
S 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
80 
40 
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Table  sAoiving  Effeot  of  Scraping  ott  Baeteriat  and  B.  Coii  BeiuU»  —  Concluded. 
FiUtr  f/e.  242  — Condaded. 
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T(U>k  thawing  Effect  of  Scraping  on  Baeteriat  and  B.  OoU  SeauUs. 

Filttr  No.  143. 


Period  or  Sbvkm  Dayb 

PSaOBDIRO 

SOIAPIXO. 

Pbsiod 

or  SBTBII  DATS  FOLLOWWO 

BoBAPno. 

Bate. 
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Filter  No.  172. 
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TURBIDITT  OF  MbRRIMACK   RiYER  WaTBR.* 

For  aeveral  yean  determinations  of  the  turbidity  of  the  river  water  by 
the  platioam  wire  method  have  been  made.  These  turbidity  observations 
have,  daring  portions  of  the  period  shown  in  the  following  tables,  been 
made  in  the  river  opposite  the  experiment  station  and  below  the  city,  and 
daring  portions  of  the  period  in  the  canal,  as  it  is  the  river  water  that 
oomeB  to  the  station  through  the  Easex  Company's  canal  that  passes  to  the 
experimental  filters.  The  water  in  this  canal  is  taken  from  the  river  above 
the  city. 

River  readings  have  been  generally  slightly  higher  than  the  canal  read- 
ings, bot  all  readings  are  included  in  the  averages. 

The  first  table  following  gives  the  average  turbidity  by  months  of  all 
readings  from  Jan.  1,  1899,  to  Dec.  31,  1902,  inclusive;  a  second  table 
gives  series  of  daily  observations  during  months  of  maximum  and  minimum 
turbidity  of  the  river,  and  a  third  table,  during  months  of  maximum  and 
miDimum  flow. 

These  records  are  not  as  complete  as  could  be  wished,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  on  several  occasions  the  readings  have  been  omitted  for  a  number 
of  days  at  a  time  owing  to  various  reasons,  and  at  times  these  omissions 
h&ve  been  made  when  the  turbidities  have  been  high. 


Monthly  Averages  of  Turbidity  of  the  Merrimack  River  at  Lawrence. 


BCOMTH. 


1899. 


1900. 


1901. 


1909. 


Jwnary, . 


April, 

June, 
Joly, 


September, 
October,  . 
Norember, 
Deceinb«r, 
Average, 


.0532 
.0428 
.0402 
.0530 
.0«47 
.0826 
.0704 
.0831 
.0827 
.0078 
.1045 
.1122 


.0755 


.1002 
.1042 
.0601 
.0884 
.0480 
.0764 
.0055 
.0843 
.0517 
.0360 
.0556 
.0472 


.0720 


.0500 
.0435 
.0625 
.0470 
.0435 
.0357 
.0370 
.0357 
.0357 
.0417 
.0476 
.0588 


.0466 


.0714 
.0400 

.0476 
.0455 
.0417 
.0400 
.0385 
.0185 
.0455 
.0385 
.0417 


.0454 


*  Turbidity  determlD«d  by  reading  the  number  of  Inches  below  the  surfaoe  of  the  water  that  a 
platinum  wire,  1  millimater  In  diameter,  can  be  seen  and  recording  the  reciprocal  of  this  nnmber. 
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Daily  T^rbidUy  oj  Merrimade  River  at  Lawrence  during  Jfimtt«  o, 
afid  Minimum  Average  TuTbidily. 
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Daily  Turbidity  of  Men-imuck  River  at  Lawrence  during  Months  of  Maxi- 
mum and  Minimum  Flow, 
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24, 

.06'.«4   .1667 

.0641  '  .0833 

.0833 

25. 

.05U5  '  .1667 

-   .0833 

.12.-^0  '  .0386 

26. 

.0S33   .1667 

.1042   .0769  ;   .06%S 

27, 

.0758   .0833 

.OSr^s   .0833  ,'  .0500   .0400 

1 

28. 

.0K;J3 

.08M 

.0909  1 

*  1     ~ 

29. 

.0594  ,  .0521 

-   -! 

.034.^ 

80. 

.0926 
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The   Effect  of  the  Varying  Turbidity  of  River  Water  upon  the 
Period  of  Operation  of  Filters  between  Scrapings. 

A  study  has  beeu  made  of  tlie  experimental  filters  to  learn  whether  or  no 
the  varying  turbidity  of  tiie  river  water  has  any  particular  influence  upon 
the  length  of  the  period  of  operation  of  these  filters  between  scrapings. 
These  studies  have  shown  that  the  river  generally  has  so  low  a  turbidity 
that  the  slight  variations  have  little  influence  in  determining  the  length  of 
this  period  ;  other  factors,  such  as  amount  of  organic  matter  in  the  water, 
slight  variations  in  the  depth  of  sand  removed  at  times  of  scraping,  etc., 
having  a  much  greater  influence.  For  example,  the  following  table  shows 
the  relation  between  average  turbidity  and  the  period  of  operation  of  Filter 
No.  143  between  scrapings  during  the  past  two  and  one-half  years,  Filter 
No.  143  containing  at  the  beginning  of  the  period  5  feet  in  depth  of  sand, 
with  an  efifective  size  of  0.23  millimeter,  and  at  the  end  of  1902  about  4 
feet  in  depth.     The  rates  of  operation  are  given  in  the  table. 
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Lawrkncb  Cmr  Filter. 
The  Lawrence  city  filter  ie  2.5  acres  in  arcs  aod  was  constructed  daring 
1893.  Each  year  since  its  operatiun  tables  showing  the  average  analyses 
of  the  Merrimack  Kiver  water  applied  to  this  Glter,  and  of  the  filtered 
water  at  different  points  upon  the  supply  system,  have  been  given  iu  these 
reports.  The  following  tables  give  the  results  of  cbcmical  aaalyecs  during 
1902,  and  bacterial  reeulta  are  given  on  subsequent  pages  in  tables  pre- 
senting bacterial  and  B.  coli  efficiency :  — 

Merrimack  River  Water  as  il  flows  upon  the  Lawrence  (Sty  FiUer. 
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Bacterial  Examinations  and  Results. 

Throughout  the  year  1902,  besides  the  daily  determi nations  of  the  Dum- 
ber of  bacteriB  in  the  river  water  at  aeveral  points  and  \a  tlie  effluents  of 
the  experimental  Biters  and  Bamplcs  of  Lawrence  city  Rltcr  water  collected 
at  seyera!  ix>intB  of  the  supply  system,  many  hundred  tests  for  B.  colt  in 
anfiltered  and  filtered  water  have  been  made. 

The  following  tables  present  the  results  of  tliis  bacterial  work.  These 
tables  show  the  number  of  bacteria  in  the  river  water  and  in  the  cflluents 
of  the  various  Filters,  the  cflieiency  of  these  filters  figured  in  percentages  of 
total  bacteria  removed,  thf  number  of  H.  coli  in  the  river  and  canal  irater, 
and  the  result  of  tests  for  li.  coli  in  the  filler  ellluents. 

]n  this  B.  coli  work  tests  for  the  germ  in  1  and  100  cubic  centimeters  of 
each  effluent  have  been  made,  and  the  eomimrative  rebultH  are  }ziven. 

At  the  end  is  a  table  comparing  the  yearly  averages  of  each  filler.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  the  city  filter,  operating  at  the  lowest  rate,  and  Filter  No. 
8A,  the  largeat  and  oldest  experimental  lllter  at  the  station,  gave  the  beat 
bacterial  etflcicncy,  and  that  the  city  filter  gave  the  best  B.  coli  etHciency. 
The  etHcieocy  of  the  city  filter  would  undoubtedly  have  been  even  more 
satisfactory  except  for  the  disturbance  of  the  sand  when  constructing  divid- 
ing walls  in  August.  None  of  the  2.3  samples  collected  from  the  outlet  of 
the  city  reservoir  during  this  month,  however,  showed  the  presence  of 
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B,  coti,  either  when  testing  1  or  100  cubic  centimeters',  and  the  total 
number  of  bacteria  present  in  these  samples  was  only  75  per  cubic  centi- 
meter, while  the  filter  effluent,  as  pumped  to  the  reservoir,  contained  fi.  coli 
in  14  per  cent  of  tbe  one  cubic  centimeter  samples  examined  and  also  coo- 
tained  324  bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter.  Filter  No.  142,  contaioing  only 
about  1.5  feet  in  depth  of  sand  during  the  year,  gave,  as  would  be  ex- 
pected, a  much  poorer  bacterial  and  B.  coli  efficiency  than  Filter  No.  143, 
containing  about  4  feet  of  the  same  grade  of  sand  ;  tbe  bacterial  efflciency 
of  these  two  filters  being  96.4  and  99.5,  respectively.  Twenty-one  per 
cent,  of  the  samples  of  Filter  No.  142  showed  B.  coli  when  testing  1  cubic 
centimeter  and  33  per  cent,  when  testing  100  cubic  centimeters.  With 
Filter  No.  143,  however,  the  figures  were  8  and  18  per  cent.,  respectively ; 
that  is  to  say,  with  only  a  difference  of  3  per  cent,  in  total  bacterial  effi- 
ciency tbe  deeper  filtet  gave  a  B.  coli  elScienoy  fully  twice  as  good  as  the 
shallower  filter. 

Canal  Water  (Merrimack  Biver  Water  applied  to  Experimental  Filters). 

[Arance  of  Bueterlnl  Ai»I;h>.] 
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FiUer  No.  142. 

[Average  of  Bacterial  Analyaes.] 
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Merrimack  River  Water  as  it  flows  upon  the  Lawrence  City  FiUer. 

[Average  of  Bacterial  Analyses.] 
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Effluent  of  the  Lawrence  City  Filter. 

[Average  of  Bacterial  Analypcs.] 
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Water  Jrotn  a  Tap  at  Larorence  City  HaU. 

[ATence  of  Bacterial  Analyaca.] 


190t. 

Average 
Number 

of 

Bacteria 

per  CO. 

58 

51 

64 

66 

26 

40 

57 

112 

66 

125 

103 

06 

Per  Cent, 
removed. 

(Effl. 
clency.) 

NuxBKK  or 

aAMI'LKS  TKATKD 

roB  B.  CoLi. 

Ndubeb  op 

TiMKS  B.  Cou 
WAS  POUMO. 

Pkb  Cknt.  of 
Sam  PLUS  coM- 

TAIMINO  B.  Cou. 

1  CO. 

1 
lOOcc. 

1  O.C. 

1 
loo  CO. 

Ic.c. 

100  c.c 

January, . 
February, 
March,     . 
April,       . 
May,        . 
June, 
July, 
August,   . 
September, 
October,  . 

r 

JS'oTember, 
December, 

00.2 
00.3 
08.5 
98.4 
00.2 
08.5 
00.8 
00.5 
00.5 
08.7 
07.6 
08.6 

27 
28 
15 
24 
8 
5 
16 
20 
14 
12 
12 
24 

27 
23 
15 
24 
3 
5 

16 
20 
14 
12 
12 
24 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 

4 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
8 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
8 

15 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

15 

72 

08.0 

105 

• 

105 

2 

8 

1 

4 

Lawretice  City  Water  from  a  Tap  at  the  Experiment  Station. 


January,  . 

40 

00.8 

27 

27 

2 

4 

7 

15 

February, 

45 

00.4 

23 

23 

0 

0 

0 

0 

March,     . 

51 

08.0 

16 

16 

0 

1 

0 

6 

AprU, 

40 

08.8 

24 

24 

0 

0 

0 

0 

May. 

24 

00.8 

26 

26 

0 

0 

0 

0 

June, 

24 

00.1 

23 

23 

2 

2 

0 

0 

July, 

>    ■    . 

35 

00.0 

26 

26 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

AnguM,    . 

61 

1 

90.7 

23 

23 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(September, 

80 

1 

00.4 

25 

25 

2 

4 

8 

16 

October,  . 

1 

65 

00.3 

26 

26    i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

November, 

1          48 

08.0 

24 

24    ' 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

December, 

i          67 

90.0 

25 

,      288 

25 

0 

4 

0 

16 

1          51 

99.0 

288    , 

1 

7 

2 

6 
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On  the  Value  of  Tests  for  Bacteru  of  Specific 

Types  as  an  Index  of  Pollution, 


TOGETHER  WITH 


EXPERIMENTS  UPON  THE  RELATIVE  VIABILITY  OF  B.  COLI  AND  B.  TYPHOSUS. 


By  n.  W.  Clakk  and  Stephen  DeM.  Gage. 


In  recent  years  increased  attention  has  been  given  by  those  interested 
in  sanitary  problems,  and  especially  water  supply  and  water  purification, 
to  methods  for  the  determination  of  fecal  bacteria  in  water,  and  to  the 
significance  of  their  presence  as  a  determining  factor  in  judging  the  degree 
of  purity  of  a  water. 

During  the  past  eight  years  the  work  at  the  experiment  station  along  this 
line  has  covered  a  wide  field,  and  has  included  examinations  of  over  18,000 
samples,  including  4,700  samples  of  polluted  river  water,  9,100  samples  of 
filtered  waters,  2,200  samples  of  other  potable  waters,  including  samples 
from  springs,  curb  wells,  tubular  wells,  domestic  wells,  ponds  and  other 
surface  supplies,  etc.,  and  2,100  miscellaneous  samples,  including  shell- 
fish, sea  water,  ice,  milk,  dust,  excrement  from  men  and  animals,  grains, 
food  stuffs,  etc.  Investigations  have  also  been  made  upon  the  seasonal 
distribution  of  B.  coli,  the  elimination  of  B.  coli  from  water  by  storage,  as 
in  reservoirs,  and  studies  upon  the  similarity  between  the  length  of  life  of 
B.  coli  and  B.  typhosus  under  a  variety  of  conditions. 

The  principal  types  of  bacteria  used  as  indices  of  the  pollution  of  water 
are  the  colon  type,  the  sewage  streptococcus  type,  the  sporogenes  type  and 
occasionally  the  two  so-called  paracolon  types ;  that  is,  the  aerogenes,  or 
enteritidis,  Gartner,  type,  and  the  chologenes  type.  The  colon  type  is  the 
most  numerous  of  these  in  normal  sewage,  and  is,  accordingly,  considered 
of  the  most  value  as  a  specific  indication  of  pollution. 

A  number  of  investigators  have  published  results  seeming  to  show  the 
presence  of  bacteria  of  the  colon  type  in  samples  from  sources  apparently 
removed  from  pollution,  and  these  results  tend  to  discredit  the  value  of 
tests  for  organisms  of  this  type  as  an  indication  of  sewage  pollution. 
Nevertheless,  the  colon  tests,  correctly  interpreted,  are,  undoubtedly  a 
valuable  aid  in  the  analyses  of  certain  classes  of  water  where  the  determina- 
tion of  suspected  pollution  becomes  necessary.  That  B.  coli  are  widely 
distributed  is  not  to  be  disputed  when  we  consider  that  this  organism  is 
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found  in  the  fecal  discharges  of  men  and  the  major  animals  widely  used  as 
a  dressing  for  arable  soil,  and  in  the  intestinal  contents  of  many  of  the 
smaller  animals,  both  domestic  and  wild,  and  in  the  evacuations  from  fowls 
and  some  of  the  migratory  birds.  Flies  and  other  insects  may  also  act  as 
carriers  of  these  germs,  depositing  them  in  places  where  we  would  least 
expect  to  fiDd  them.  Examinations  of  48  flies  at  the  experiment  station 
resulted  in  the  finding  of  B.  coli  in  or  on  nine  of  these,  and  bacteria  of  the 
strepto  type  in  or  on  three  others.  No  relation  could  be  traced  between 
the  locality  where  these  flies  were  caught  and  the  finding  of  the  test 
organism.  Flics  caught  about  the  filter  house  at  the  station  where  sewage 
is  constantly  present  frequently  failing  to  show  the  test  organism,  while 
others,  obtained  from  localities  removed  from  sewers,  privy  vaults,  stables 
or  any  of  the  usual  sources  of  contamination,  gave  positive  reactions. 

The  work  of  many  of  the  critics  of  the  value  of  the  colon  tests  is  open  to 
the  objection  that  their  findings  are  not  supported  by  sufi9cient  data,  or  that 
their  cultural  methods  are  inadequate  when  viewed  from  our  own  stand- 
point. The  fact  that  Klein  and  Houston^  found  organisms  similar  to  B. 
coli  in  commercial  food  stuffs,  and  have  been  supported  in  their  find- 
ings by  a  number  of  other  investigators,  has  been  the  basis  of  an  attempt 
to  show  that  the  colon  bacillus  is  merely  a  member  of  a  larger  group  of 
saphrophytes  of  the  so-called  lactic  acid  group.  These  critics,  however, 
fail  to  note  the  fact  that  Klein  and  Houston  also  found  in  these  same 
samples  of  cereals  bacteria  of  the  sewage  streptococcus  type  and  of  the 
B.  s|)orogenes  type,  both  of  which  types  are  offered  by  them  as  indicating 
sewage  pollution.  In  other  words,  if  we  accept  the  fact  that  these  observers 
found  B.  coli,  we  must  also  accept  the  fact  that,  as  shown  by  other  bac- 
terial tests  made  by  them,  the  grains  which  they  tested  had  at  some  time 
been  exposed  to  pollution.  This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  considering  that 
B.  coli  is  frequently  found  in  the  excrement  from  mice  and  rats,  which 
overrun  grain '  elevators  and  grain  ships,  and  also  the  possible  chance  of 
contamination  during  the  processes  of  harvesting,  threshing  and  milling 
the  grain.  At  the  experiment  station  a  number  of  samples  of  grains  have 
been  examined  for  B.  coli,  all  of  these  samples,  however,  being  carefully 
collected  directly  from  the  fields  where  they  were  growing,  and  in  no  case 
has  any  organism  been  found  which  would  have  been  in  any  way  con- 
founded with  the  colon  type,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  25  samples  of 
corn  were  examined  whicii  came  from  a  municipal  sewage  filtration  area  to 
which  sewage  was  being  applied  daily. 

For  several  years  the  B.  coli  work  at  Lawrence  was  almost  entirely  con- 
fined to  determinations  of  the  numbers  of  the  organism  present  in  the  Mer- 
rimack River  water  and  in  the  efiduents  of  the  filters  receiving  this  water. 
In  these  studies  many  thousand  tests  were  made  and  the  work  of  the  Law- 
rence city  filter  and  of  the  different  experimental  filters,  operated  under  a 
variety  of  conditions  and  at  varying  rates,  have  been  observed.     Maoh  of 
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this  work  has  been  summarized  in  the  reports  of  the  Board  since  1896, 
in  the  chapters  upon  *'  Filtration  of  Water." 

Attention  has  been  drawn  in  these  reports  to  the  lower  B.  coli  efficiency 
of  sand  filters  in  winter  than  in  summer,  and  to  the  fact  that  during  a 
disturbance  of  the  city  filter,  severe  enough  to  cause  numerous  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  in  Lawrence,  the  poor  quality  of  the  filtered  water  was  more 
plainly  indicated  by  the  decreased  B.  coli  efllciency  of  this  filter  than  by 
decreased  bacterial  eflQciency,  i.  6.,  removal  of  the  total  number  of  bacteria 
in  the  river  water. 

The  fact  that  water  as  polluted  as  that  in  the  Merrimack  River  shows 
occasional  coli  after  filtration  has  been  commented  upon,  and  the  state- 
ment made  that  the  removal  by  a  filter  of  all  B.  coli  in  a  raw  water  is 
probably  an  unnecessary  degree  of  bacterial  refinement,  when  the  water  to 
be  filtered  is  as  polluted  as  that  fiowing  in  the  Merrimack  River  at  Law- 
rence. The  truth  of  this  statement  can  be  showi^  in  a  number  of  ways, 
but  most  strongly  by  the  very  low  typhoid  death-rate  of  Lawrence  since 
the  construction  of  the  city  filter ;  in  fact,  one  of  the  lowest  death-rates 
from  this  cause  of  any  of  the  cities  of  the  State,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  B.  coli  are  found  with  more  or  less  frequency  in  the  filtered  city  water 
when  examining  1  cubic  centimeter  of  this  water. 

In  Table  No.  1  are  shown  the  results,  by  years,  of  examinations  of  the 
water  of  the  Merrimack  River  from  three  different  locations  at  Lawrence : 
1,  the  water  as  it  fiows  upon  the  city  filter ;  2,  the  water  from  the  caniil  as 
it  flows  upon  the  filters  at  the  experiment  station ;  and  3,  the  water  from 
the  river  near  the  station  after  it  has  received  a  large  proportion  of  the 
sewage  from  the  city.  The  results  of  examinations  of  the  efi9uents  of  the 
Lawrence  city  filter,  operating  at  a  rate  of  1 ,500,000  to  2,500,000  gallons 
per  acre  daily,  and  of  experimental  Filter  No.  8 A,  operating  at  rates  of 
2,500,000  to  5,000,000  gallons  per  acre,  are  also  shown. 


Table  No.  1. —  Showing  the  Yearly  and  Total  Averages  of  the  Presence  of  B.  Coli 
in  the  Merrimack  River  and  in  the  Effluents  of  the  Lawrence  City  Filler 
and  Filter  No.  SA. 

Merrimtick  River  at  Intake  of  the  Lawrence  City  Filter, 


Yeab. 


1  Cubic  Centihkticr. 


Number  of 

Samples 

teited  for 

B.  CoU. 


Averaffe 
Number  of 
B.  Coll  per 

Cubic 
Centimeter. 


Per  Cent, 
of  Samples 
containing 

B.  Coll. 


1896,    . 

1899,  . 

1900,  . 

1901,  . 

1902,  . 
1908,*. 

Total, 


163 

49 

98.2 

180 

47 

99.4 

. 

199 

87 

99.6 

. 

144 

40 

97.9 

. 

196 

73 

99.0 

• 

186 

68 

98.6 

- 

1.018 

68 

98.7 

- 

100  Cubic  Cbktimetebs. 


Number  of 

Aamples 

tested  for 

B.  Coli. 


Per  Cent 

of  Samples 

containing 

B.  CoU. 


*  To  July  1, 1908. 
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Tablk  No.  1. —  Showing  the  Yearly  aiul  Total  Averages  of  the  Presence  of  B.  Coli 
in  the  Merrimack  River  and  in  the  Effluents  of  the  Laiorencc  City  Filter  and 
Filter  No.  8  A,  —  Concluded.  ^ 

Merrimack  River  from  Essex  Company*s  Canal. 


Tear. 


1898, 
1899. 
1900, 
1901, 
1902, 
1903,* 


Total, 


1  CCBIC  Centiuetcr. 


100  CUBIC  CsimUBTERS. 


Cubic 


testcu  for 


B.  Coll. 


,  Centimeter. 


Per  Cent.  Nnmber  of  !    Per  0*nt. 

of  8aniple8  !  samples       of  Samplet 

containing  ,  tented  for    .  containing 

B  CoU.     ii  B.  CoU.     :      B.  Coll. 


288 
297 
288 
218 
194 
148 


1,428 


63 
40 
49 
27 
84 
33 


48 


99.7 
99.6 
,100.0 
82.9 
100.0 
97.3 


97.9 


Merrimack  River  at  the  Experiment  Station, 


1898, 
1899, 
1900, 
1901, 
1902, 
1903,* 


Total, 


IM 
62 

164 
12 


342 


103 

170 

68 

67 


102 


100.0 

100.0 

92.9 

100.0 


96.8 


Pilfered  Water  from  Lawrence  City  Filter. 


1898, 
1899, 
1900, 
1901, 
1902, 
1903,* 


Total, 


170 
189 
204 
148 
199 
136 


1,046 


88.1 

28.5 

8.0 

14.7 


20.9 


1H98, 
1899, 
19(10. 
1901, 
1902. 


1903,*  . 
Total, 


Filtered  Water  from  Filter  Xo.  8 A. 


268 
247 
275 
170 
174 
116 

1,250 


12.7 

14.2 

6.1 

10.0 

5.0 

9.5 


0.6 


191 
143 
174 
116 

624 


♦ToJuly  1,  1903. 


17.3 
27.9 
14.0 
24.1 


20.0 


Seasonal  Distribution  of  B.  Coli. 

The  results  of  tests  for  B.  coli  shown  Id  Table  No.  1  have  been  retabu- 
latcd,  showing  the  relative  findings  of  B.  coli  during  the  five  winter  months 
ending  March  31  and  the  seven  summer  months  ending  October  81.  B. 
coli  has  been  present  in  practically  all  the  samples  of  the  Merrimack  River 
water  from  the  three  stations  shown  in  the  tables.     In  the  water  at  the 
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intake  of  the  Lawrence  city  filter  and  in  the  water  as  it  flows  to  the  filters 
at  the  experiment  station,  higher  nnmbers  of  B.  coli  per  cubic  centimeter 
have  been  found  daring  the  summer  months  than  during  the  winter  months 
in  four  out  of  six  years,  and  in  the  same  water,  after  receiving  the  sewage 
of  the  city  of  Lawrence,  the  numbers  of  B.  coli  have  been  higher  in  the 
summer  season  in  two  oat  of  three  years.  The  average  number  for  five 
and  one-half  years  at  both  of  the  first  two  locations  is  also  higher  for  the 
summer  season. 

A  number  of  factors  enter  into  the  seasonal  distribution  of  B.  coli  in 
the  river  water ;  we  may  assume  that  the  polluting  sewage  from  the  cities 
on  the  water-shed  of  this  river  is  practically  a  constant  during  the  two 
seasons,  increasing  slowly  and  regularly  as  the  population  increases,  and 
the  total  amount  of  solid  excrement  turned  into  the  river  in  the  form  of 
sewage  also  increases  slowly  and  regularly,  but  this  increase  may  be 
neglected  in  the  comparison  since  it  applies  equally  to  both  seasons.  The 
volume  of  sewage  from  a  given  population  fluctuates,  of  course,  through 
wide  limits,  but  the  amount  of  solid  excrement  in  the  total  volume  of  the 
sewage  is  probably  increasing  very  slowly.  The  first  factor,  then,  assum- 
ing that  this  solid  matter  is  a  constant,  is  the  dilution.  A  study  of  the 
weekly  flow  of  the  river  and  of  the  averages  of  the  weekly  analyses  for  B. 
coli  show  us  that  as  the  flow  of  the  river  increases  the  numbers  of  B.  6o\i 
diminish ;  in  other  words,  the  greater  the  dilution,  the  less  the  numbers  of 
B.  coli,  and  the  periods  of  flood  in  the  Merrimack  River,  as  contrasted 
with  the  periods  of  low  water,  have  almost  uniformly  occurred  during  the 
winter  months.  Another  factor  is  the  temperature.  Owing  to  the  low 
temperature  of  the  water  in  winter,  bacterial  life  within  it  is  dormant,  and 
the  solid  particles  entering  the  river  in  the'  sewage  and  settling  out  before 
the  flow  of  the  river  carries  them  to  Lawrence  are  not  decomposed  quickly 
by  bacterial  action,  and  enclosed  bacteria  liberated,  as  is  the  case  in  sum- 
mer. Moreover,  cold  is  itself  inimical  to  the  life  of  B.  coli,  as  will  be 
shown  later.  The  factor  of  dilution  is,  of  course,  important  also  in  the 
filtration  of  this  water.  The  more  bacteria  of  a  certain  type  in  the  raw 
water  the  more  often  we  would  expect,  otiier  conditions  being  equal,  to  find 
that  type  present  in  the  effluent  from  a  sand  filter  to  which  that  water  was 
being  applied.  To  offset  the  generally  lower  numbers  in  the  river  water  in 
winter  on  account  of  dilution  and  low  temperature,  however,  the  high 
temperature  of  summer  operates  strongly  as  favoring  the  reduction  in  num- 
bers of  B.  coli  by  the  filter  during  this  season.  That  is,  in  the  winter  the 
water  is  cold  and  the  biological  processes,  which  are  largely  res|X)n8ible  for 
the  purification  of  the  water  and  the  death  of  organisms  of  the  fecal  type 
while  passing  through  the  filter,  are  sluggish,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  filter 
is  less  than  during  the  summer  season,  when  all  biological  processes  are 
active.  Samples  from  ponds  and  lakes  which  have  been  tested  regularly 
for  B.  ooli  daring  the  preceding  three  years  show  that  B.  coli  is  more  fre- 
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quently  found  in  summer  than  in  winter  in  seven  of  the  eight  sources. 
About  three  times  as  many  samples  have  been  collected  from  these  supplies, 
however,  in  summer  as  in  winter,  which  would,  in  a  measure,  influence  the 
result,  and  the  shores  of  a  number  of  these  lakes  are  used  as  pleasure 
resorts  during  the  summer. 

The  yearly  results  of  the  analyses  of  the  river  water  are  shown  in  Table 
No.  2,  and  the  results  of  the  analyses  of  the  fil tiered  waters  are  shown  in 
Table  No.  3.  The  results  of  tests  in  both  1  and  100  cubic  centimeters 
are  shown  for  the  filtered  waters.  The  significance  of  'tests  in  these  two 
volumes  will  be  discussed  further  on  in  this  paper. 

Table  No.  2.  —  Showing  Relative  Distribution  of  B,  Coli  in  Merrimack  River 
during  Five  M&nfha  ending  March  31  and  Seven  Months  ending  October  31.  — 
1898  2903  inclusive. 

At  Intake  of  Lawrence  City  Filter, 


• 

— 

WlXTEB  SKA.80N. 

SUXMRR  SBABOK. 

Yeas. 

Number  of 
^■mples 

tested  for 
B.  Coll. 

Arerago 
B.  Coll  per 

Cubic 
Centimeter. 

Per  Cent,  of 
Samples 

containing 
B.  Coli. 

Number  of 
Samples 

tested  for 
B.  Coll. 

Arerage 
B.  Coll  per 

Cubic 
Centimeter. 

Per  Ceot'  of 

Samples 

containing 

B.ColL 

1899,  . 

1900,  .        . 

1901,  .        . 

1902,  . 
1908,      .        . 

63 
120 
121 
107 
111 
111 

80 
25 
76 
102 
42 
50 

100.0 
97.5 
99.1 
99.0 
96.5 
98.2 
98.2 

58 
57 
80 
33 
95 
62 

67 
35 
98 
16 
91 
74 

98.0 

96.6 

100.0 

100.0 

99.0 

100.0 

Total, 

633 

54 

880 

61 

98.9 

From, Essex  Company's  Canal. 

^ 

1898,      

73 

27 

98.5 

164 

09 

100.0 

1899 

127 

28 

97.5 

171 

41 

95.0 

1900 

121 

49 

100.0 

168 

46 

100.0 

1901, 

111 

68 

99.1 

143 

16 

00.2 

1902,      

17 

18 

100.0 

136 

116 

100.0 

1908 

123 

36 

98.3 

74 

45 

97.8 

Total,     .... 

572 

38 

98.8 

;         856 

55 

96.9 

Opposite  Experiment  Station 

B 

1899,      

- 

- 

- 

64 

84 

100.0 

1900,      

87 

119 

100.0 

11 

198 

100.0 

1901 

23 

101 

100.0 

135 

82 

08.S 

1902 

19 

SO 

89.5 

8 

112 

100.0 

1903 

- 

113 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total.     .... 

129 

98.4 

218 

106 

96.T 
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Table  No.  8.—  Showing  Relative  Distribution  of  B.  Coli  in  the  Effluent  from  the 

Lawrence  City  Filter  and  in  the  Effluent  from  Filter  No,  8 A  during  Five 

Months  ending  March  81  and  Seven  Months  ending  October  31.-- 1898- 

1903  inclusive. 

Effluent  of  Filter  No,  8A, 


WlMTBB  SkASOH. 

SUMMICB  SBABOM. 

1   CUBIC 
CBMTIMKTBB. 

100  CUBIC 
CBBTIUKTKRS. 

1  CUBIC 
OBHTIMBTBS. 

100  CUBIC 
CKMTIMRTKBB. 

Ykab. 

1 

1 

Number  of 

Samples 

tested  (or 

B.  CoU. 

Per  Cent. 

Samples 

contAlning 

B.  CoU. 

Number  Of 
1  Samples 
:  tested  for 
B.  Coll. 

Percent. 

Samples 

containing 

B.  Coll. 

Number  of 
Samples 

testf^  for 
B.CoU. 

Per  Cent. 
Samples  , 
containing 
B.  Coll.    , 

Number  of   Per  Cent. 

Haroplcs      Samples 
tested  for  contalnfnf 

B.  Coll.       B.  CoU. 

1898.     . 

69 

18.7 

1 

- 

106 

1 
10.0      ' 

- 

- 

18W,     . 

lU 

16.2 

- 

- 

138 

5.1      1 

- 

- 

1900,     . 

102 

23.6 

28 

68.0 

170 

1-7      ' 

123 

4.1 

1901,     . 

113 

15.0 

95 

28.2 

99 

3.0 

1 

82 

25.3 

1902,     . 

16 

18.7 

16 

18.7 

125 

0.0      , 

125 

9.6 

1908,     .        . 

94 

13.8 

94 

19.2 
28.7 

68 

8.0 

63 

32.0 

ToUl,    . 

495 

17.3 

233 

755 

4.6 

393 

14.7 

Effluent  of  Lawrence  City  Filter. 


1898.     . 

68 

10.4 

- 

- 

54 

5.6 

- 

.. 

1899,     . 

121 

4.2 

- 

- 

66 

7.6 

- 

- 

1900,     . 

122 

25.2 

32 

78.1 

91 

16.5 

78 

25.6 

1901,     . 

116 

18.1 

96 

39.5 

83 

3.0 

83 

33.2 

1902,     . 

114 

2.7 

114 

10.5 

96 

8.1 

96 

3.1 

1903.     .        . 

111 

4.5 
17.3 

111 
853 

8.1 

62 

3.2 

68 

8.0 

ToUl. 

652 

23.8 

402 

7.2 

270 

14.4 

B.  Coli  in  Spring  Water. 

During  an  investigation  of  spring  waters  upon  the  market  in  Massa- 
chusetts, made  by  the  Board  during  1900,  an  account  of  which,  with 
analyses  of  the  waters,  was  published  in  the  report  of  the  Board  for  that 
year,^  282  samples  from  ninety-six  sources  were  examined.  Fourteen  of 
these  samples,  or  less  than  5  per  cent.,  were  found  to  contain  B.  coli, 
these  14  samples  being  from  thirteen  different  sources.  In  only  one  in- 
stance was  B.  coli  found  to  be  present  in  more  than  one  sample  from  the 
Bame  source.  Of  the  14  samples  in  which  the  germ  was  found,  6  were 
collected  from  springs  by  employees  of  the  Board,  the  remaining  8  being 
samples  taken  from  original  packages  of  the  water  as  shipped  by  the  spring 
water  people,  to  their  consumers  or  sold  upon  the  market,  and  the  B.  coli 
present  in  these  last  samples  could  very  probably  be  traced  to  carelessness 
and  ancleanliness  in  bottling  or  handling  the  waters. 
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Of  the  6  samples  collected  directly  from  the  springs,  in  which  B.  coli 
was  found,  1  was  from  a  source  which  inspection  and  chemical  analysis 
showed  to  be  unpolluted ;  1  was  from  a  source  surrounded  by  cultivated 
fields,  but  without  buildings  in  the  immediate  vicinity  (the  chlorine  in  this 
sample  was  about  normal  for  the  region,  however)  ;  the  other  4  samples 
were  from  locations  with  either  buildings,  barn-yards,  vaults,  etc.,  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  and  in  which  the  chlorine  was  above  the  normal  in  each 
case ;  in  other  words,  in  an  examination  of  282  samples  of  spring  waters, 
B.  coli  was  found  in  less  than  5  per  cent,  of  the  samples,  and  in  most  of 
those  samples  collected  by  employees  of  the  Board  in  which  it  was  present, 
evidence  of  probable  pollution  was  shown  by  inspection  of  the  surround- 
ings as  well  as  by  chemical  analysis. 

Samples  from  Public  Tubular  and  Curb  Wells. 

During  the  past  two  or  three  years  170  samples  from  twenty-five  seta  of 
tubular  wells  and  nineteen  curb  wells,  used  as  sources  of  public  water 
supply,  have  been  examined  for  B.  coli.  Of  the  128  samples  from  tubular 
wells  which  have  been  examined,  only  1  has  given  a  positive  test  for  B. 
coli,  and  that  when  testing  100  cubic  centimeters  of  the  water.  Of  the 
42  samples  from  curb  wells,  1  has  given  a  positive  test  for  B.  coli  when 
testing  1  cubic  centimeter,  and  3  when  testing  100  cubic  centimeters.  The 
waters  in  these  wells  are,  however,  as  shown  by  chemical  analysis  and  the 
health  of  the  people  using  them,  probably  of  a  good  and  safe  quality.  In 
the  curb  wells,  many  feet  in  diameter,  there  is,  perhaps,  a  chance  for 
accidental  contamination  by  B.  coli  to  which  the  tubular  or  driven  wells 
are  not  subject.  In  the  one  instance  where  a  positive  test  was  obtained  in 
a  sample  of  water  from  a  tubular  well,  this  water  had  been  shown  to  be 
suspicious  by  many  chemical  analyses,  and  these  wells  are  near  one  of  the 
most  polluted  rivers  in  the  State. 

Besides  the  samples  from  tubular  wells,  already  enumerated,  positive 
tests  were  given  for  B.  coli  in  several  samples  of  water  from  a  supply 
system  drawn  from  tubular  wells,  this  water  having  become  accidentally 
contaminated  by  the  introduction  of  polluted  surface  water  at  this  time, 
chemical  analysis  and  determination  of  numbers  of  bacteria  failing  to  detect 
this  pollution. 

Samples  from  Domestic  or  Private  Wells. 

Five  hundred  and  fifteen  samples  of  water  from  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  private  or  domestic  wells  have  been  collected  and  examined  during  the 
past  two  years.  Of  these,  14,  or  2.7  per  cent.,  have  given  a  positive  test 
for  B.  coli  when  taking  1  cubic  centimeter,  and  17,  or  3.3  per  cent.,  when 
taking  100  cubic  centimeters  of  the  water. 

Studying  the  chemical  analyses  of  the  water  from  these  wells,  and  the 
determinations  of  numbers  of  bacteria  present,  we  find  that  many  of  the 
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most  polluted  wells  in  respect  to  high  chlorine,  unozidized  nitrogen  in  the 
form  of  free  ammonia,  and  oxidized  or  partially  oxidized  nitrogen  in  the 
form  of  nitrates  and  nitrites,  did  not  show  B.  coli  in  the  examinations 
made,  in  the  volume  of  water  tested  for  this  germ. 

In  studying  the  complete  chemical  and  bacterial  analyses  of  all  these 
samples,  it  is  evident  that  gross  previous  or  present  pollution  of  the  water 
and  positive  tests  for  B.  coli  in  conjunction  was  the  exception  rather  than 
the  rule.  That  is  to  say,  waters  that  at  any  time  might  become  dangerous 
to  those  using  them  were  more  clearly  indicated  by  single  chemical  analyses 
than  by  one  or  two  B.  coli  tests,  and  more  clearly  than  by  determinations 
of  the  number  of  bacteria  present.* 

Examinations  of  Waters  from  Ponds  and  Lakes. 

During  the  past  three  years  432  samples  from  ponds  and  lakes,  within 
twenty  miles  of  the  experiment  station,  have  been  examined  bacterio- 
logically. 

In  the  B.  coli  work  on  samples  of  these  waters  collected  during  1901  and 
1902,  tests,  when  using  both  1  and  100  cubic  centimeters  of  each  sample, 
were  made,  and  during  1903,  besides  these  tests,  many  others,  when  using 
1,000  cubic  centimeters  of  each  sample,  have  been  made. 

Of  these  432  samples,  only  10  gave  positive  tests  for  B.  coli  when  taking 
1  cubic  centimeter  of  the  sample  for  examination.  Out  of  30  samples 
collected  from  the  lake  with  the  greatest  population  per  square  mile  of 
water-shed,  5,  or  13.3  per  cent,  of  the  number  collected,  gave  positive 
tests.  This  lake  is  used  largely  for  boating,  fishing,  etc.,  but  not  as  a 
source  of  public  water  supply. 

Lake  No.  2,  with  the  next  greatest  population  per  square  mile  of  water- 
shed, gave  positive  tests  in  1  out  of  29  1  cubic  centimeter  samples  examined. 
This  lake  is  used  as  a  source  of  water  supply,  but  its  shores  are  more  or 
less  carefully  guarded,  and  little  boating  or  fishing  is  allowed  upon  it. 

Of  the  two  remaining  lakes,  samples  from  which  gave  positive  tests  for 
B.  coli  in  1  cubic  centimeter  of  water,  both  have  a  comparatively  small 
population  per  square  mile  of  water-shed,  but  both  are  used  more  exten- 
sively than  any  of  the  other  lakes  (except,  perhaps.  No.  1)  for  boating  and 
fishing.  Both,  also,  are  surrounded  by  cultivated  land  and  have  picnic 
grounds  upon  their  shores,  those  upon  Lake  No.  6  being  liberally  patron- 
ized during  the  summer  season,  and  Lake  No.  7  having  a  house  of  a  country 
club,  with  a  considerable  membership,  upon  its  shores.  This  house  is 
used,  more  or  less,  every  pleasant  summer  afternoon,  and  quite  extensively 
upon  Saturdays  and  Sundays.     Much  boating  and  fishing  take  place. 

Studying  the  results  of  tests  for  B.  coli  in  these  waters  when  taking 

*  Ad  article,  preflenting  a  thorough  discuMioD  of  all  the  results  of  iDspeetion  of  the  wells  and  their 
■iirroaDdiDga,  together  with  chemical  and  bacterial  analyses  of  these  well  waters,  is  to  appear  In  a 
■iibeequent  report  of  the  Board. 
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larger  volumes  than  1  cable  ceDtimeter  for  examinatioD,  it  will  be  seen, 
that  with  one  exception,  even  those  lake  waters  not  responding  positively 
to  this  test  when  taking  1  cubic  centimeter  gave  occasional  positive  tests 
when  as  large  a  volume  of  water  as  100  cubic  centimeters  was  taken,  and 
that  when  1  liter  was  taken,  the  percentage  of  positive  tests  again  increased 
in  every  instance  but  one.  The  results  show  with  considerable  clearness 
that  in  the  examination  of  surface  waters  from  inhabited  localities,  the 
question  of  obtaining  positive  tests  for  B.  coli  is  only  one  of  taking  a 
snfficicnt  volume  of  water  for  the  test.  They  also  indicate  that  the  degree 
of  contamination  of  these  waters  varies  inversely  as  the  volume  required  to 
give  a  positive  test  for  B.  coli. 

A  list  of  these  lakes  by  number,  with  data  in  regard  to  the  area  of  water 
surface  of  each  lake,  area  of  water-shed,  population  per  square  mile  of 
water-shed  and  total  population  upon  the  water-shed,  together  with  the  re- 
sults of  tests  for  R.  coli  in  different  volumes,  and  the  excess  of  chlorine 
above  the  normal,  are  shown  in  Table  No.  4. 
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On  the  Changb  in  the  Nubibers  of  B.  Coli  in  Water  durino  Storage. 

As  many  examinations  for  B.  coll  have  been  made  of  samples  of  waters 
from  storage  reservoirs  or  impounded  waters,  some  knowledge  of  the 
change  which  takes  place  in  the  number  of  B.  coli  in  waters  of  this  class 
during  the  period  of  storage  has  been  gained.  These  data  have  been  col- 
lected in  four  tables,  as  follows:  1,  the  change  which  takes  place  in  a 
body  of  water  considerably  polluted  and  which  has  a  continaons  bat  irreg- 
nlar  flow  of  water  through  it ;  2,  the  change  which  takes  place  in  a  storage 
reservoir  through  which  there  is  a  nearly  constant  flow  of  water ;  3,  the 
change  which  takes  place  in  a  storage  reservoir  which,  being  once  polluted, 
stands  stagnant  without  further  pollution. 

1.  As  a  type  of  the  first  class  we  have  the  Merrimack  River  above 
Lawrence.  The  distance  from  the  Lowell  sewer  outfalls  to  the  Lawrence 
dam  is  approximately  ten  miles,  and  from  a  point  about  one  and  one-half 
miles  below  the  sewers  to  the  Lawrence  dam  there  is  only  a  slight  fall,  so 
that  during  periods  of  low  water  all  of  the  water  is  held  back  by  flash- 
boards  on  the  dam  and  passes  through  the  Essex  Company's  canals.  A 
number  of  series  of  samples  have  been  taken  at  different  points  along  the 
river  between  Lowell  and  Lawrence,  and  the  analyses  of  these  samples,  as 
far  as  the  data  concern  the  colon  problem,  have  been  collected  in  Table 
No.  5. 

At  each  location  covered  by  the  investigation  a  number  of  samples  were 
taken  from  the  surface,  from  near  the  bottom  and  from  a  depth  midway 
between  the  surface  and  the  bottom,  at  two  or  three  points  directly  across 
the  river.  Analyses  of  all  of  these  samples  were  then  averaged,  and  the 
averages  are  the  figures  that  appear  opposite  the  various  distances  in  the 
table.  In  the  series  numbered  I.  the  numbers  of  B.  coli  are  averages  of 
three  such  samples.  In  each  of  the  other  three  series  quoted  the  numbers 
of  B.  coli  are  averages  of  six  samples  in  each  case.  At  the  times  when 
these  series  were  taken  the  water  in  the  river  was  low  and  there  was  only 
a  slight  current,  caused  by  the  draught  of  water  by  the  mills,  upon  this 
storage  basin. 

The  results  did  not  show  any  regular  difference  between  samples  at  the 
surface  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  river,  or  between  samples  taken  near  the 
shores  or  in  mid-stream.  The  average  results  as  quoted  are  very  erratic, 
and  show  no  regular  decrease  in  numbers  of  B.  coli  in  the  distance  of  nine 
miles  covered  by  the  investigation.  The  numbers  are  slightly  higher  in 
three  out  of  the  four  series  in  samples  collected  at  a  distance  of  three  miles 
below  the  sewers  than  at  one  and  one-half  miles,  and  in  two  out  of  four 
series  the  results  are  higher  at  a  distance  of  five  miles  below  the  sewers 
than  at  the  two  locations  nearer  the  sewers.  In  one  series  the  highest 
results  were  obtained  at  a  point  seven  miles  below  the  sewers.  Series 
number  II.  illustrates  the  effect  of  a  sudden  influx  of  water.    Three  of  the 
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locations  had  been  covered  on  the  date  on  which  it  was  intended  to  take 
this  series.  Before  samples  were  obtained  from  the  two  points  farthest 
from  the  sewer  outfalls,  the  work  was  interrupted  by  a  heavy  rainfall,  and 
the  samples  from  these  two  points  could  not  be  taken  until  some  eighteen 
hours  later.  The  decrease  in  numbers  of  B.  coli  in  these  last  two  results 
over  the  three  preceding  results  is  very  marked.  The  results  of  these 
series  are  shown  in  Table  No.  5  :  — 


Table  No.  6.  —  Showing  Numbers  of  Bacteria  of  the  Colon  Type  in  the  Merri- 
mack River  at  Various  Distances  below  the  Lowell  Sewer  Outfall, 


DiSTAVOB  BBLOW  8SWKR  OCTFALL 

AVBRAOK   NDMBBK  OF  BACTBBIA  OF  THB  COLOB  TTPB 

PBB  Cubic  Cbntimbtkb. 

(Miles). 

Series  I. 

Series  II. 

Series  III. 

Series  IV. 

1>> 80 

8 '  65 

6. I  18 

7 !  108 

» 42 


108 

OB 

21 

6 

28 


*  Series  iDtermpted  by  heavy  raiot  continued  on  following  day. 

2.  During  1900  an  experiment  was  made  as  follows  :  a  large  tank,  twelve 
feet  in  depth,  was  filled  with  Merrimack  River  water  and  so  arranged  that 
a  small  stream  of  water  could  be  applied  to  the  surface,  and  by  a  pipe 
passing  from  the  bottom  of  the  tank  up  to  the  surface  and  then  out  through 
the  side  of  the  tank  the  inflow  of  water  forced  out  an  equal  amount  from 
the  bottom  of  the  tank.  *  The  tank  was  so  arranged  that  samples  could  be 
drawn  from  the  inlet,  outlet  and  from  a  number  of  points  at  different  depths 
without  stirring  up  the  water  in  the  tank.  Merrimack  River  water  was  applied 
to  this  tank  continuously  for  twelve  to  eighteen  hours  a  day  in  such  volumes 
that  the  water  in  the  tank  should  have  twenty  days'  storage,  thus  imitating 
as  nearly  as  possible  on  a  small  scale  a  municipal  reservoir,  with  twenty 
days'  storage  capacity.  Here  we  had  an  opportunity  to  study :  first,  the 
change  taking  place  in  the  numbers  of  bacteria  in  the  water,  and  second, 

• 

to  determine  whether  or  not  there  was  any  sedimentation  of  bacteria,  the 
Merrimack  River  water  for  the  experiments  being  practically  free  from  sus- 
pended matter  which  would  tend  to  settle  out,  carrying  some  of  the  bac- 
teria with  it.  During  the  first  five  weeks  of  the  experiment  the  numbers  of 
B.  coli  in  the  water  gradually  diminished,  until  at  the  end  of  this  period 
they  were  not  found  in  1  cubic  centimeter,  the  organisms  being  found  dur- 
ing this  period  in  16  per  cent,  of  the  samples  collected  at  depths  of  six  and 
twelve  feet  below  the  surface.  During  the  eleven  weeks  following,  B.  coli 
were  not  found  in  any  sample  from  either  of  three  depths,  although  the 
average  number  of  B.  coli  in  the  applied  water  was  double  the  number  in 
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the  applied  water  during  the  first  five  weeks.  BeginniDg  with  the  seven* 
teenth  week  of  the  experiment,  a  small  portion  of  sewage  was  mixed  with 
the  Merrimack  River  water  applied  to  the  tank  to  increase  the  numbers  of 
B.  coli,  this  being  continued  during  four  weeks.  The  average  number 
of  B.  coli  in  the  influent  during  this  period  was  615  per  cubic  centimeter, 
but  the  numbers  of  B.  coli  in  the  samples  of  reservoir  water  remained 
very  low  throughout,  and  the  organism  was  found  in  only  10  per  cent,  of 
the  samples  from  each  of  the  three  points,  namely,  surface,  six  feet  deep 
and  twelve  feet  deep.  The  averages  of  results  obtained  during  this  experi- 
ment are  shown  as  follows,  in  Table  No.  6  :  — 


Table  No.  6.  —  Showing  Change  m  the  Number  of  Bacteria  of  the  Colon  Type 
in  a  Storage  Reservoir  having  a  Continuous  Inflow  and  Outflow. 
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Other  data  on  the  change  in  the  colon  contents  of  water  in  a  storage 
reservoir  have  been  obtained  by  the  routine  analyses  of  the  effluent  of  the 
Lawrence  city  filter,  and  of  the  same  water  after  passing  through  the  dis- 
tributing reservoir  of  the  city  of  Lawrence.  This  reservoir  has  a  capacity, 
when  full,  of  40,000,000  gallons,  and  the  consumption  of  water  in  the  city 
of  Lawrence  varies  between  3,000,000  and  5,000,000  gallons  per  day, 
giving  an  average  storage  of  about  ten  to  twelve  days  in  the  reservoir. 
Determinations  of  B.  coli  have  been  made  in  one  cubic  centimeter  of  each 
of  tiiese  waters  since  1898,  daily  samples  being  taken  during  the  winter 
months  and  usually  not  less  than  one  sample  per  week,  of  each,  during  the 
warmer  months.  During  the  last  three  and  one-half  years,  tests  for  B.  coli 
have  also  been  made  in  100  cubic  centimeters,  and  the  yearly  results  of  the 
analyses  of  both  volumes  are  shown  in  Table  No.  7. 

In  the  1  cubic  centimeter  testa  a  reduction  of  nearly  one-half  in  the  per- 
centage of  samples  containing  the  type  organism  occurred  as  the  water 
passed  through  the  reservoir.  In  only  one  year,  1898,  were  a  greater  per- 
centage of  plus  results  found  in  the  effluent  than  in  the  influent,  and  this 
abnormal  result  may  possibly  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  methods  of 
testing  for  B.  coli  were  at  that  time  not  as  perfect  as  at  present.     As  woald 
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be  expected,  a  considerably  greater  namber  of  samples  contaiDcd  ,B-  coli 
in  the  larger  volume  than  in  the  smaller  volume,  but  the  ratio  between  the 
influent  and  the  effluent  of  the  reservoir  remained  practically  the  same, 
whichever  volume  was  used  as  a  means  of  comparison.  In  this  instance 
the  water  was  one  from  which  the  normal  bacteria  had  been  largely  re- 
moved  by  filtration,  and  one  whose  chemical  contents  had  been  changed  to 
a  considerable  extent  by  biological  processes,  so  that  it  contained  much  of 
its  nitrogen  in  a  different  form  from  that  in  Merrimack  River  water,  and 
which  might  be  supi)osed  to  be  in  a  condition  to  support  a  development  of 
bacterial  life  in  the  storage  reservoir ;  nevertheless,  a  constant  elimination 
of  germs  of  the  colon  type  occurred.  The  yearly  averages  of  analyses  of 
influent  and  effluent  of  this  reservoir  are  shown  as  follows,  in  Table  No.  7  :  — 

Table  No.  7.  —  Showing  Change  in  the  Percentages  of  Bacteria  of  the  Colon  Type 
in  Water  before  and  after  passing  through  the  Lawrence  Storage  Reservoir, 
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3.  An  experiment  in  regard  to  the  change  in  numbers  of  bacteria  of  the 
colon  type  in  a  storage  reservoir  once  polluted  but  allowed  to  stand  stag- 
nant without  further  pollution  was  made  as  follows :  a  large  tank,  twelve 
feet  deep,  fitted  with  pipes,  through  which  samples  for  analyses  could  be 
drawn  from  different  points  in  the  tank  and  at  various  levels,  was  filled 
with  Merrimack  River  water.  Daily  analyses  were  made  of  the  water  from 
the  various  portions  of  the  tank,  this  being  continued  as  long  as  B.  coli 
were  found  to  be  present  in  any  portion  of  the  tank.  The  numbers  of  B. 
coli  per  cubic  centimeter,  one  hour  after  filling  the  tank,  were  32  at  the 
surface,  22  at  a  point  six  feet  deep,  and  9  at  the  bottom  of  the  tank.  After 
twenty-four  hours  the  natural  intermixture  of  the  water  in  the  tank  had 
caused  a  practical  equalization  of  the  numbers,  these  being  18  each  at  the 
surface  and  at  the  bottom,  and  15  at  a  point  midway.  There  was  a  gradual 
diminution  in  nuihbers  of  B.  coli,  the  results  fluctuating  somewhat  at  the 
various  levels,  this  fluctuation  being  due  probably  more  to  unavoidable 
errors  in  sampling  and  in   bacteriological  methods  than   to  any  ma.tAt\AL 
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Table  No.  lO.—ShotoingltauUsofTesUforB.  Coliin  Bhell-JUh  coUeeted  at 
Known  Distances  from  a  Sewer  Oulkt. 
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The  so-called  Presumptive  Test  and  its  Siokipicanck. 

In  some  laboratories  work  upon  the  dctermiutitioD  of  fecal  bacteria  of  the 
coloQ  type  is  limited  to  what  is  koown  as  the  presamptive  teat,  that  is,  the 
formatioQ  of  gaa  in  dextrose  broth  inoculated  with  a  sample  of  the  water 
QDder  examination.  In  other  laboratories  the  procedure  corresponds  with 
that  used  at  Lawrence,  except  that  the  test  for  indol  or  that  for  the  rednc 
tion  of  nitrates  is  omitted.  The  use  of  tlie  presumptive  test  without  fur- 
ther confirmation  may  lead  to  an  erroneous  idea  as  to  the  character  of  the 
sample. 

A  study  of  the  various  compilations  of  bacterial  descriptions  shows  that 
there  are  at  leaat  58  n ell- described  species  of  bacteria  of  five  primary  typea 
which  wouM  give  positive  results ;  that  is,  be  designated  ae  colon  bacilli, 
if  we  depended  upon  a  presumptive  teat  alone. 

Of  these  58  species,  1^  ivoulil  be  included  in  the  colon  type,  as  it  is  in- 
terpreted al  Lawrence,  these  being  B.  coll,  Escherich,  from  feces ;  cultnre 
C  (A.  F.  II.  A.  Buct.  Comm.)  ;  Bact.  Nob.  108  and  116,  and  B.  NoB.  id, 
50,  ."il,  58,  C7,  86,  107  and  135,  Gage,  from  water. 

Three  species  are  of  the  so-called  paracolon  (B)  or  cholc^enes  type, 
that  is,  bacteria  identical  wi.th  those  in  the  colon  type,  with  the  exception 
that  nitrous  acid  ia  not  formed  in  nitrate  pepton  aolntion,  these  being  Baot. 
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astheDse,  Dawson,  from  fowls'   intestines ;   Bx.  chologenes,  Kruse,  from 
Angio-colitis ;  and  B.  No.  56,  Gage,  from  water. 

Seven  species  belong  to  the  so-called  paracolon  (A)  type,  or  the  aero- 
genes,  or  enteritidis,  Gartner,  groups ;  that  is,  bacteria  identical  with  the 
colon  type  with  the  ezeeption  that  indol  is  not  produced  in  pepton  solutions. 
These  are  Bact.  aerogenes,  Escherich,  B.  coli-immobilis,  Kruse,  B.  No. 
133,  Gage,  from  feces ;  Bx.  enteritidis,  Gartner,  from  decayed  meat ; 
Bact.  fermentationis,  Chester,  from  soil ;  Bact.  pallescens,  Uenrici,  from 
cheese. 

Thirteen  species  would  give  positive  reactions  by  the  presumptive  test, 
in  which  the  descriptions  are  not  sufficiently  well  worked  out  to  identify 
them  with  or  exclude  them  from  the  three  preceding  groups.  These  are 
Str.  mesenteroides  (Cienkowski),  Migula,  from  saccharose  solutions;  8tr. 
agalactse,  Adametz,  from  mastitis  of  cows;  Bact.  acidi-formans,  Stern- 
berg, from  yellow  fever  cadaver;  Bact.  emphysematosum,  Kruse,  from 
gaseous  phlegmon;  Bact.  chinense  (Hamilton),  Chester,  from  India  ink; 
Bact.  Wrightii,  Chester,  from  broncho-pneumonia;  Bact.  endometriditis, 
Kruse,  from  abscess  of  the  liver ;  Ps.  ambigua,  Wright,  from  water ;  B. 
Marsiliensis,  Kruse,  from  swine  plague ;  B.  Wardi,  Chester,  from  milk ; 
B.  muripestifer,  Kruse,  from  mice  plague ;  B.  thermophilis,  Chester. 

Besides  these  there  are  23  species  which  would  show  positive  results  when 
tested  by  the  presumptive  test  alone,  which  would  be  readily  thrown  out  by 
subsequent  tests  and  would  never  be  included  in  either  of  the  first  three 
groups.  These  are  Ps.  monadiformis,  Kruse,  Bx.  icterogenes,  Kruse,  from 
feces  ;  Bx.  aerogenes,  Schow,  from  urine  ;  Ps.  sinuosa,  Wright,  from  water ; 
Bact.  No.  110,  Gage,  from  ground  water,  and  Bact.  No.  117,  Gage,  from 
filtered  water ;  Bx.  muscoides-colorabilis,  Ucke,  from  soil ;  Bact.  sputige- 
num  (Herla),  Chester,  from  sputqm;  Bact.  pneumoniae,  Zopf,  from  saliva; 
Bact.  ozsenad  (Abel),  Lehman-Newman,  from  nasal  mucus  ;  Bact.  viscosum, 
Van  Laer,  from  beer,  yeast  and  bread ;  Bact.  Nos.  62  and  136,  Gage,  from 
shell-fish  ;  Bact.  Bordonii  (Trevisan),  Chester;  Bx.  loxiacida,  Tartakowsky, 
from  disease  of  birds  ;  Bx.  murium,  Lofifler,  Bx.  Poelsii,  Chester,  B.  Silber- 
Bchmidii,  Chester,  and  B.  Breslaviensis,  Kruse,  from  decayed  meat;  B. 
levans,  Lehman-Wolffln,  from  sour  dough ;  B.  columbarum,  Chester,  from 
pigeon  cholera;  B.  Salmonii,  Trevisan, from  hog  cholera;  and  Spirochaeta 
febris,  Chester,  from  recurrent  fever. 

In  the  Lawrence  work,  species  belonging  to  the  first-mentioned  or  colon 
group  only  are  included  under  the  name  '^  B.  coli,"  that  is,  only  those  cul- 
tures responding  positively  to  all  the  tests  included  in  the  ^^  Lawrence  B. 
coli  methods,"  first  described  in  the  report  for  1898,  page  533  ;  and  again, 
with  minor  changes  due  to  continued  studies,  in  the  report  for  1901,  page 
397. 

In  studies  previously  reported  ^  it  was  shown  that  the  presumptive  test 
bad  an  efficiency  of  from  40  to  60  per  cent,  as  an  indication  of  the  preaecLO^ 
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of  B.  coli.  This  factor  has  varied  greatly  with  the  character  of  the  sample 
and  with  the  degree  of  pollution.  For  filtered  waters  the  presumptive  test, 
followed  by  the  litmus  lactose  agar  plate  and  the  appearance  of  the  growth 
on  the  agar  streak,  would  enable  an  experienced  observer  to  judge  very 
closely  as  to  the  presence  or  absence  of  B.  coli.  For  a  person  without  wide 
experience,  however,  the  error  of  such  judgment  might  be  considerable. 
The  presumptive  test  in  itself,  without  these  confirmations,  would,  even  to 
the  experienced  observer,  be  very  diflScult  of  interpretation.  In  the  exam- 
ination of  surface  water  supplies,  as  previously  shown  in  Table  No.  4,  the 
presumptive  test  in  small  volumes  would  appear  to  be  of  little  value.  As 
the  volume  was  increased,  however,  to  100  cubic  centimeters  the  presump- 
tive test  gave  results  which  agreed  very  closely  with  the  probable  pollution 
as  indicated  by  the  population  on  the  water-shed  of  the  various  lakes,  and 
with  liter  samples  this  connection  between  the  probable  pollution  and  the 
presumptive  test  was  even  closer. 

In  an  examination  of  well  waters  of  difiTerent  types  the  presumptive  test 
frequently  gave  positive  results  where  the  absence  of  B.  coli,  and  the 
general  character  of  the  samples  from  all  stand-points,  showed  the  samples 
to  be  entirely  above  suspicion.  In  the  examination  of  shell-fish  the  pre- 
sumptive test  alone  would  lead  to  very  erroneous  results.  In  Table  No.  10 
it  is  shown  that  even  with  the  shell-fish  from  sources  known  to  be  grievously 
polluted  a  positive  result  was  obtained  with  the  presumptive  test  in  about 
80  per  ceut.  of  the  samples.  In  Table  No.  9  the  positive  presumptive  test 
with  samples  which  were  known  to  be  remote  from  pollution  were  very  mis- 
leading, 25  per  cent,  of  the  examinations  of  the  intestines  of  shell-fish  from 
such  sources,  and  3  per  cent,  of  the  samples  of  sea  water  from  those  sources, 
giving  a  positive  presumptive  test,  although  B.  coli  or  other  fecal  bacteria 
were  not  found.  In  the  examination  of  milk  over  14  per  cent,  of  the  sam- 
ples showed  a  positive  presumptive  test,  but  something  less  than  4  per  cent, 
of  the  samples  showed  fecal  bacteria  when  the  tests  were  concluded. 

In  Table  No.  1 1  we  find  that  5  per  cent,  of  the  samples  of  ice  gave  us  a 
positive  presumptive  test  in  1  cubic  centimeter,  as  compared  with  3  per 
cent,  positive  in  100  cubic  centimeters.  The  findings  of  B.  coli,  however, 
were  1  per  cent,  in  1  cubic  centimeter  and  2  per  cent,  in  100  cubic  centi- 
meters, probably  nearer  the  true  relation. 

Significance  of  the  Various  Test  Types. 

Of  the  various  forms  of  bacteria  used  as  indices  of  sewage  pollution;  the 
principal  ones  are  B.  coli,  the  sewage  streptococcus  and  B.  sporogenes. 
Of  these,  B.  coli  has  formed  a  basis  for  the  greatest  amount  of  work; 
nevertheless,  the  other  two  have  considerable  standing  among  various  ob- 
servers in  different  parts  of  the  world.  B.  coli  is  supposed  to  show  present 
or  past  pollution,  usually,  recent  pollution.  The  streptococcus  type,  it  is 
stated,  should  show  only  very  recent  pollution  by  sewage ;  evidence  bm  to- 
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this,  however,  has  not  been  forthcoming.  The  Bacillus  sporogenes,  being 
a  spore-foimtng  organism,  may  show  present  pollution  and  it  may  also 
show  pollution  which  has  occurred  at  some  previous  time,  and  from  which 
the  danger  has  now  entirely  ceased.  The  two  so-called  paracolon  types, 
that  is,  the  aerogenes,  or  enteriditis,  Gartner,  type  and  the  chologenes  type, 
are  introduced  here  merely  because  in  some  laboratories  one  or  the  other 
is  included  under  the  colon  type.  As  to  the  distribution  of  the  colon, 
aerogenes  and  chologenes  types,  there  is  a  large  amount  of  data.  The 
data  concerning  the  streptococcus  type  is  not  as  complete.  Houston^  de- 
scribes twenty-one  cultures,  among  which  there  appear  to  be  at  least  seven 
distinct  species,  while  the  same  number  of  species  have  been  isolated  and 
described  at  the  experiment  station.^  Winslow  and  Hunnewell^  report 
the  finding  of  sewage  streptococci  in  a  variety  of  apparently  unpolluted 
samples.  It  certainly  is  a  fact  that  micrococcus  forms  in  general  are 
abundant  in  the  air  and  in  soil,  and  it  is  probable  that  more  extended  study 
will  show  them  to  be  of  as  wide  variety  as  are  the  other  forms  of  bacterial 
life.  The  data  concerning  B.  sporogenes,  belonging  as  it  does  to  that 
restricted  and  little  studied  group  of  bacteria,  the  pathogenic,  spore-form- 
ing, obligate  anaerobes,  are  very  meagre  indeed.  While  at  present  we  know 
of  only  two  other  species  which  would  be  included  by  the  usual  sporogenes 
test,  more  study  is  required  before  we  accept  this  test  as  final. 

In  examinations  of  water  or  other  substances  for  present  pollution,  tests 
for  the  specific  organism  which  is  believed  to  be  the  best  index  of  pollu- 
tion, which  is  most  numerous  in  sewage  and  for  which  the  tests  are  most 
exact,  will  be  of  the  most  value,  always  assuming  that  this  organism  is 
characteristic  of  sewage  and  is  not  found,  or  at  least  only  occasionally 
found,  in  sources  removed  from  pollution.  Examinations  of  sewage  at  the 
experiment  station  show  that  in  dilutions  of  ^q^qq  we  may  expect  to  find 
B.  coli  in  95  per  cent,  of  the  samples,  and  that  we  may  identify  the  sewage 
streptococcus  in  67  per  cent,  of  the  samples.  A  dilution  of  i,o§oo  cuts  the 
percentage  of  positive  tests  for  B.  coli  to  78  per  cent,  of  the  samples,  and 
the  percentage  of  streptococcus  to  6  per  cent,  of  the  samples.  In  dilutions 
of  tQo^ooo  B.  coli  was  found  in  40  per  cent,  of  the  samples,  and  in  a  dila- 
tion of  looiooo  ^'  ^^^^  ^^^  found  in  6  per  cent,  of  the  samples.  The 
sewage  streptococcus  could  not  be  identified  in  dilutions  greater  than  ^q^q^. 
B.  sporogenes  can  usually  be  detected  in  dilutions  of  -^^  to  y^^,  but  in 
dilutions  greater  than  this  it  is  only  very  rarely  detected.  In  other  words, 
we  may  expect  to  obtain  a  diagnosis  with  B.  coli  in  such  dilutions  that  the 
presence  of  B.  sporogenes  or  of  the  sewage  streptococcus  could  not  be 
detected. 

During  a  period  of  six  months  in  1902  and  1903,  daily  examinations 
were  made  for  these  three  organisms  in  the  Merrimack  River  water  and  in 
the  effluent  from  the  Lawrence  city  filter.  In  the  polluted  river  water,  and 
when  taking  1  cubic  centimeter,  B.  coli  were  found  in  99  per  cent,  of  th& 
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samples  examined,  bacteria  of  the  sewage  streptococcas  type  were  found 
in  45  per  cent,  of  the  samples  and  B.  sporogenes  was  foand  in  only  24  per 
cent,  of  the  samples.  In  one  month,  when  B.  coll  were  found  in  100  per 
cent,  of  the  samples  examined,  B.  sporogenes  was  found  in  only  4  percent, 
of  the  samples,  and  in  another  month,  when  B.  coli  was  found  in  96  per 
cent,  of  the  samples,  the  sewage  streptococcus  was  not  found.  In  the 
filtered  water,  B.  coli  was  found  in  5  per  cent,  of  the  1  cubic  centimeter 
samples  and  in  10  per  cent,  of  the  100  cubic  centimeter  samples.  The 
sewage  streptococcus  was  not  found  when  taking  volumes  as  large  as  100 
cubic  centimeters.  B.  sporogenes  was  not  found  in  1  cubic  centimeter, 
but  was  found  in  14  per  cent,  of  the  100  cubic  centimeter  samples.  The 
ratio  between  positive  results  in  1  cubic  centimeter  and  100  cubic  centi- 
meter samples  for  B.  coli  was  as  1  is  to  2,  which  is  approximately  the  ratio 
we  have  found  normally  occurring  with  filtered  waters.  The  ratio  between 
the  1  cubic  centimeter  and  100  cubic  centimeter  tests  for  B.  sporogenes  was 
as  0  to  14. 

During  a  period  of  four  months  in  1903,  samples  of  milk  from  Lawrence 
dealers  were  tested  daily  for  fecal  bacteria.  B.  coli  was  found  in  4  per 
cent,  of  these  samples  and  bacteria  of  the  sewage  streptococcus  type  were 
found  in  3  per  cent,  of  the  samples.  Bacteria  of  the  chologenes  type  were 
present  in  1  per  cent,  of  the  samples  and  bacteria  of  the  aerogenes  type 
were  not  found.  Organisms  giving  all  the  characteristics  of  B.  sporogenes 
were  found  in  10  per  cent,  of  the  samples,  these  sporogenes  tests,  however, 
not  being  confirmed  by  animal  inoculation. 

The  relative  distribution  of  these  various  type  forms,  with  the  exception 
of  B.  sporogenes,  in  nearly  3,000  samples  of  eleven  different  kinds  during 
one  year  is  shown  in  Table  No.  11. 
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RELATIVE  VIABILITY  OF  B.  COLI  AND   B.  TYPHOSUS. 

While  we  interpret  our  colon  tests  only  in  the  light  of  their  indication  of 
fecal  pollution,  many  bacteriologists  have  an  underlying  if  not  freely  ex- 
pressed opinion  that  B.  coli  has  a  greater  significance.  That  this  opinion 
is  prevalent  is  indicated  by  the  numerous  articles  in  which  B.  ooli  and  B. 
typhosus  are  compared,  especially  by  bacteriologists  working  along  patho- 
logical lines,  many  of  whom  have  sought  to  show  an  interrelation  between 
the  two  species,  with  allied  species  or  races  filling  in  the  gap  between  the 
two,  until  we  have  a  gradation  of  forms  from  one  to  the  other,  and  the 
introduction  of  the  terms  paracolon  and  paratyphoid. 
'  Furthermore,  it  is  believed  by  many  that  B.  coli  and  some  of  the  so- 
called  paracolon  types  are  in  themselves  the  cause  of  intestinal  and  diges- 
tive disorders,  and  even  of  maladies  closely  approaching  typhoid  fever. 
In  the  recent  epidemic  of  typhoid  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  attending  physicians 
diagnosed  no  less  than  1 6  cases  as  paracolon  fever,  and  one  death  from 
that  cause  was  given.  'Allen',  in  a  recent  paper,  reviews  at  length  the 
various  supposed  paracolon  infections  in  the  United  States.  Valagressa^ 
has  traced  the  cause  of  epidemic  diarrhoea  in  Italy  to  the  toxins  of  B.  coli 
and  allied  types  (paracolon?),  and  has  succeeded  in  producing  a  similar 
infection  in  animals  by  inoculation  with  the  toxins  from  experimental  cul- 
tures of  these  germs.  A  report  from  Russia^  announces  an  epidemic  disease 
of  horses  undoubtedly  caused  by  B.  coli.  Curtice**^  reports  an  epidemic 
disease  among  fowls  in  which  the  colon  bacillus  was  constantly  present, 
together  with  another  pathogen  in  the  feces  of  all  cases  examined.  Other 
reports  have  ascribed  to  B.  coli  as  the  cause  or  accompaniment  of  various 
maladies,  as  spinal  meningitis,  brain  disorders,  etc. 

While  the  position  taken  by  some  writers,  that  B.  coli  and  B.  typhosus 
are  identical,  or  are  strains  or  races  from  the  same  original  stock,  is  unten- 
able in  the  light  of  all  present  knowledge  of  the  subject,  nevertheless,  cer- 
tain points  of  similarity  do  exist  in  the  biological  history  of  the  two  species, 
and  especially  in  the  behavior  of  laboratory  cultures  of  these  germs  towards 
certain  adverse  conditions. 

The  following  studies  concerning  the  relative  behavior  of  the  two  species 
have  been  made  at  Lawrence  :  as  regards 

1 .  Removal  from  water  by  sand  filtration. 

2.  Persistence  in  the  filtering  material  of  a  sand  filter  through  which  a 
current  of  watet  is  constantly  passing. 

3.  Their  viability  when  subjected  to  cold  without  freezing. 

4.  Their  elimination  by  the  formation  of  ice  upon  a  body  of  water. 

5.  Their  elimination  by  complete  freezing  of  a  body  of  water. 

6.  Their  viability  in  ice. 

7.  Their  resistance  to  heat. 

8.  Their  resistance  to  sunlight. 
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The  Relative  Behavior  op  B.  Coli  and  B.  Typhosus  in  Water  dur- 
ing Sand  Filtration. 

In  1892,^^  the  removal  of  B.  typhosus  by  sand  filters  was  studied  at  Law- 
rence, a  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  these  germs  after  filtration  of  between 

99  and  100  per  cent,  being  noted. 

In  1900,^'  two  experimental  filters  were  operated  with  water  enriched  with 
both  B.  coli  and  B.  typhosus,  the  studies  being  so  conducted^  first,  as  to 
show  the  relative  removal  of  the  two  types  by  filters  in  normal  condition, 
when  the  type  organisms  were  continuously  present  in  considerable  numbers 
in  the  applied  water ;  and,  second,  to  determine  how  long  the  test  germs 
would  continue  to  be  present  in  tiie  effluents  from  the  filters  after  the  infect- 
ing material  ceased  to  exist  in  the  applied  water. 

i.     Relative  Removal  from  Water  by  Sand  Filtration. 

During  the  first  portion  of  the  experiments,  the  average  daily  number  of 
B.  coli  per  cubic  centimeter  in  the  applied  water  was  525  and  the  number  of 
B.  typhosus  was  282.  The  number  of  B.  coli  was  greater  than  we  have  ever 
found  to  be  present  in  the  Merrimack  River,  while  the  number  of  typhoid 
germs  was  undoubtedly  greater  than  would  ever  be  present  in  any  water 
which  was  to  be  purified  for  domestic  use.  For  this  reason  the  tests  of  the 
filters  were  unusually  severe.  During  this  period  the  intermittent  filter  re- 
moved 98.7  per  cent,  of  the  total  bacteria,  99.9  per  cent,  of  the  B.  coli  and 

100  per  cent,  of  the  B.  typhosus.     B.  coli  was  found  in  26  per  cent,  of  the 
samples  and  B.  typhosus  was  not  found  at  all. 

In  the  continuous  filter,  98.7  percent,  of  the  total  bacteria  were  removed, 
99.8  per  cent,  of  the  B.  coli  and  99.9  per  cent,  of  the  typhoid  germs,  B. 
coli  being  found  in  22  per  cent,  of  the  samples  and  B.  typhosus  in  4  per 
cent. 

2.     Persistence  of  the  Two  Species  in  the  Filtering  Material. 

In  order  to  determine  the  persistence  of  the  test  germs  in  the  effluents, 
after  the  infection  of  the  applied  water  had  ceased,  immense  numbers  of 
each  were  mixed  with  the  water  for  some  days,  until  the  germs  were  uni- 
formly present  in  the  effluents  ;  water  free  from  both  germs  was  then  turned 
on  to  the  filters  and  tests  made  until  the  germs  were  found  not  to  be  present 
in  the  filtered  water.  In  the  case  of  the  intermittent  filter,  B.  coli  was 
found  to  be  present  in  the  effluent  during  twenty- four  to  thirty-six  hours 
after  the  infection  had  ceased,  while  all  of  the  B.  typhosus  were  eliminated 
in  a  few  hours.  With  the  continuous  filter,  B.  coli  persisted  in  the  effluent 
four  to  six  days,  while  the  typhoid  germ  was  not  found  after  the  second  day. 

The  Effect  of  Cold  on  B.  Coli  and  B.  Typhosus. 

Considerable  literature  exists  with  regard  to  the  effect  of  cold  and 
freezing  upon  B.  typhosus,  and  a  few  papers  include  Te^\x\\A  ol  \Xv^  vQN^*«k>\- 
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gations  also  with  B.  coli.     Sedge  wick  and  WioBlow^'  give  a  very  complete 
bibliograpby  of  the  subject  up  to  1901 ;  recent  contributions  by  Park** 
and  Brehme,^  and  an  article^®  in  the  report  of  the  Board  for  1900,  have, 
added  valuable  data  on  the  subject. 

The  studies  of  the  effect  of  cold  on  B.  coli  and  B.  typhosus  at  the 
Lawrence  Experiment  Station  have  been  carried  out  in  three  different 
experiments ;  first,  the  viability  of  the  organisms  in  water  when  kept  at  a 
temperature  just  above  the  freezing  point,  this  being  the  condition  which 
exists  in  our  rivers  in  cold  climates  during  the  winter  season ;  second,  the 
elimination  of  tlie  germs  by  freezing ;  in  this  case  we  have  the  combined 
effect  of  the  cold,  more  intense  than  is  possible  with  a  water  culture,  and 
the  mechanical  effect  of  freezing,  either  the  mechanical  throwing  out  of 
extraneous  matter  when  the  freezing  occurs  in  the  open,  or  the  crowding 
effect  which  takes  place  when  the  whole  body  of  the  liquid  is  frozen  ;  third, 
the  longevity  of  the  germs  in  the  frozen  condition. 

8,     Viability  when  subjected  to  Cold  without  Freezing, 

The  results  illustrating  this  phase  of  the  study  have  been  compiled  from 
two  sources.  In  a  considerable  number  of  our  experiments  on  the  elimi- 
nation of  bacteria  by  freezing,  frequent  analyses  were  made  of  samples  of 
the  water  from  under  the  ice.  The  numbers  of  bacteria  in  this  water  have 
been  subjected  not  only  to  the  effect  of  low  temperature  but  also  to  the 
effect  of  sedimentation,  and  to  a  slight  increase  during  the  elimination  of 
the  bacteria  on  the  surface  layers  in  the  formation  of  ice.  The  effect  of 
sedimentation  in  clear  waters,  such  as  the  ones  used  in  these  experiments, 
is  very  slight,  as  has  been  shown  before.  As  a  control,  however,  experi- 
ments were  also  made  with  water  in  bottles  suspended  in  tanks  at  a  tem- 
perature just  above  freezing.  The  results  obtained  have  varied  among 
themselves  very  considerably. 

With  B.  coli,  in  one  instance  no  living  germs  were  found  on  the  twelfth 
day,  in  another  instance  they  had  disappeared  on  the  fifteenth  day,  while 
in  another  instance  they  did  not  disappear  until  the  twenty-first  day.  In 
two  experiments  99  per  cent,  of  the  H.  coli  had  disappeared  on  the  fourth 
day,  while  in  auother  instance  the  number  of  germs  found  on  the  eighth 
day  was  greater  than  at  the  start. 

With  B.  typhosus,  in  one  experiment  the  germs  had  disappeared  on  the 
fifth  day,  in  another  they  had  disappeared  on  the  eighth  day,  while  in  two 
other  instances  the  germs  were  found  to  be  present  in  small  numbers  on 
the  tenth  and  twelfth  days,  respectively.  The  results  of  these  experiments 
are  shown  in  Table  No.  12.  P^xperiments  so  few  in  number,  however, 
have  no  great  significance,  and  the  fact  that  B.  coli  and  B.  typhosus  can 
live  for  much  longer  periods  under  more  adverse  circumstances  is  shown  by 
further  experiments. 
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Tablk  No.  V2,—  Shoioing  the  Relative  ViabilUy  of  B.  Coli  and  B.  Typhosus  in 

Water  at  a  Temperature  of  33°  F, 
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4.     Natural  Freezing. 

Seventeen  experiments  iii>on  the  elimination  of  B.  coli  and  B.  typhosus  by 
the  formation  of  ice  resulted  as  follows ;  the  ice  being  examined  soon  after 
its  formation :  — 

Taulk  No.  13.—  Showing  Percentage  Reduction  of  the  Numbers  of  B.  Coli  arid 

B,  Typhosus  in  Ice  by  Natural  Freezing, 
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5.     Elimination  by  Complete  Freezing, 

When  a  small  body  of  water  is  submitted  to  cold  so  that  all  the  water  is 
frozen  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes,  the  bacteria  arc  subjected,  not  only 
to  the  action  of  the  cold,  but  also  to  considerable  stress  or  compression, 
due  to  the  expansion  of  the  water  in  the  act  of  freezing. 
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About  50  per  cent,  of  the  B.  coli  and  75  per  cent,  of  tlie  B.  typbosos 
Were  removed  by  fifteeo  tniDutes  of  complete  freezing ;  at  the  end  of  one 
hour  about  95  per  ceni.  of  the  B.  coli  and  97  per  cent,  of  the  B.  typhosus 
had  disappeared  from  the  ice,  and  in  from  three  to  seven  hours  over  99  per 
cent,  of  'both  germs  were  eliminated.  The  complete  results  of  two  experi- 
ments with  each  germ  are  given  in  Table  No.  14. 

Table  No.  U.—.SAou/ing  Reduction  in  Numbers  of  B.  Coli  and  B.  T!/phoM$,in 
Ice  during  the  First  Few  Bours  of  Freezing. 
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6.      Viability  in  Ice. 

While  probably  a  greater  percentage  of  bacteria  are  destroyed  during  the 
flrst  few  hours  of  freezing  than  would  be  the  case  by  an  exposure  of  the 
Quid  culture  to  a  like  degree  of  cold,  the  fact  remains  that  there  are  a  few 
organisms  which,  having  once  resisted  freezing,  will  live  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time  in  ice.  The  increased  viability  in  ice  over  that  in  water  is 
undoubtedly  due  to  the  fact  that  in  ice  all  germs  are  rendered  torpid, 
whereas  in  water  some  species  of  bacteria  are  able  to  live  and  complete  the 
cycle  of  theirexistenceatvery  low  temperatures,  and  these  would,  of  coarse, 
tend  to  overgrow  and  kill  out  the  typhoid  germs  and  colon  bacilli,  which  are 
unable  to  multiply  under  these  circumstances. 

The  elimination  of  the  few  germs  remaining  after  the  flrat  twenty-four 
hours  of  freezing  appears  Lo  be  ditBcult.  The  results  of  the  experiments 
have  varied  very  considerably.  In  one  case  all  but  a  few  of  the'typhoid 
germs  were  destroyed  by  two  hours'  freezing,  as  shown  in  the  preceding 
table.  In  another  case  this  organism  was  not  found  in  1  cubic  centimeter 
after  the  fourth  day,  while  in  another  case  it  was  found  present  in  small 
numbers  in  that  volume  on  the  twenty-fourth  day.  With  B.  coU  in  one 
case  the  germs  could  not  be  detected  in  1  cubic  centimeter  after  the  fourth 
day,  while  in  another  experiment  it  was  found  when  examining  that  volume 
after  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  days. 
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If  larger  volumeB  of  ice  be  examined  the  germs  will  be  found  alive  for 
longer  periods,  B.  typhoaus  being  found  alive  in  two  experimeota  after  two 
hundred  and  eighty  days' expoaure  in  the  frozen  condition.  After  long  ex- 
posure to  cold  by  retention  in  the  ice  the  morphological  and  cultural  charac- 
teristics of  both  of  these  cultures  of  B.  coli  and  B.  typhosus  became  so 
changed  that  we  should  never  have  recognized  the  organisms  as  tbe  ones 
with  which  the  experiments  were  started  unless  we  had  known  positively 
that  we  were  dealing  with  pure  cultures.  Both  germs  reverted  to  a  common 
type,  entirely  different  from  the  stock  culture,  and  even  by  the  most  ex- 
tended courses  of  cultivation  on  the  laboratory  media  we  were  unable  to 
bring  these  cultures  back  to  the  original  type.  The  results  of  these  expert- 
menta  on  long- continued  storage  of  cultures  in  frozen  condition  is  shown  in 
Table  No.  lo. 


Table  No.  16.  —  Shou>iiiy  VinbilUy  of  B.  Coli  atul  B.  Typhomt  in  let. 
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7.     Resistance  to  Heat, 

While  the  thermal  death  point  of  both  typhoid  and  B.  coli  have  been 
determined  by  various  observers,  very  little  literature  exists  as  to  the 
diminution  in  numbers  of  the  two  organisms  when  submitted  to  various 
degrees  of  heat  for  short  periods  of  time.  In  our  experiments,  equal 
volumes  of  water  dilutions  of  virulent  broth  cultures  were  placed  in  small 
tubes,  these  being  carefully  selected  for  uniformity  as  to  bore  and  thick- 
ness of  glass.  These  tubes  were  then  submitted,  one  at  a  time,  to  a 
different  temperature  for  a  period  of  five  minutes,  after  which  one  cubic 
centimeter  of  the  water  was  plated  out  immediately,  and  after  incubation 
at  body  temperature  for  twenty-four  hours,  the  number  of  organisms 
present  in  the  sample  were  counted.  The  temperatures  ranged  from  30^ 
C.  to  100^  C,  tests  being  made  at  intervals  of  five  degrees.  Thermometer 
readings,  with  the  thermometer  inside  the  tube,  showed  that  the  contents 
of  the  tube  reached  the  temperature  of  the  bath  in  about  one-half  minute,  the 
five-minute  exposure,  however,  being  reckoned  from  the  time  of  immersion. 
The  results  of  the  different  tests  agreed  fairly  well,  both  as  regards  duplicate 
determinations  with  the  same  species  and  as  comparisons  of  the  two  species. 

From  30°  to  4;j°  C.  both  species  diminish  gradually  in  numbers,  the  per- 
centage reduction  being  greater  for  typhoid  than  for  B.  coli,  about  88  per 
cent,  of  the  former  and  30  per  cent,  of  the  latter  being  eliminated  at  45°. 
At  oO°  there  was  only  a  slight  additional  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  typhoid 
germs,  the  B.  coli  being  all  destroyed  with  the  exception  of  a  few  stray 
individuals.  At  55°  all  of  the  typhoid  germs,  with  the  exception  of  some 
half  a  dozen  individuals,  were  destroyed.  At  55°,  60°,  65°,  70°  and  80°  a 
few  individuals  of  each  species  were  found  to  survive.  At  85°  both  cul- 
tures were  completely  sterilized.  The  results  of  two  experiments  with 
typhoid  and  two  with  B.  coli  are  shown  in  Table  No.  16. 

Table  No.  \Q.  —  Showing  the  Number  of  Germs  per  Cubic  Centimeter  in  Writer 
Cultures  of  li.  Coli  and  B.  Typhosus  after  Five  Minutes^  Exposure  to  Various 
Tanperaturcs. 


Thmprraturk 
(Dkcrkks  C.)- 

B.  Coli. 

!                  B.  Trriioscs. 

I. 

... 

I. 

11. 

20.        . 

48,200 

61.800 

5.300 

5,500 

30, 

46,<)00 

47,400 

6,100 

A,5iO 

35, 

30,000 

3}*,4ilO 

;            5.200 

4.400 

40.        . 

• 

26.600 

26,»00 

1             8.000 

2,400 

4S.        . 

12,100 

16,900 

».700 

7,700 

M,        . 

27 

83 

4,000 

5,300 

6ft.        . 

8 

3 

8 

1 

•0, 

6 

6 

0 

0 

<».        . 

1 

2 

1 

0 

70, 

3 

2          1 

« 

8 

^tl      . 

3 

3 

8 

1 

80,        . 

• 

0 

0 

2 

0 

8ft.        . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

90,        . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

M. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

100,        . 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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&•     Resistance  to  Sunlight. 

While  it  is  generally  known  that  many  bacterid  are  destroyed  by  expos- 
ure to  sunlight,  very  little,  if  any,  data  exist  concerning  the  exact  quantita- 
tive reduction  in  the  numbers  of  the  germs  during  their  exposure  to  the 
sunlight.  A  number  of  experiments  along  this  line  have  been  made  at 
Lawrence,  the  same  cultures  of  typhoid  and  B.  coli  being  used  as  were 
used  in  the  experiments  heretofore  mentioned. 

In  two  experiments,  each  with  typhoid  and  B.  coli,  water  dilutions  were 
made  from  fresh  cultures  of  the  germs,  1  cubic  centimeter  of  this  water  be- 
ing placed  in  Petri  dishes  in  tbe  sun  for  definite  periods.  After  exposure 
the  water  in  the  plates  was  mixed  with  agar  and  all  plates  were  incubated 
twenty- four  hours  at  38°,  after  which  the  number  of  colonies  was  counted. 
In  one  experiment.  No.  26,  the  water  dilution  of  typhoid  was  mixed  with 
melted  agar  and  plates  made  as  usual.  After  the  agar  had  set,  these  plates 
were  then  exposed  to  the  sunlight.  In  one  experiment  with  B.  coli.  No. 
81,  the  water  culture  was  not  exposed  to  the  sunlight  in  plates,  but  the 
exposure  was  made  in  a  clear,  white  glass  bottle  of  the  Blake  pattern, 
holding  100  cubic  centimeters,  samples  being  taken  from  this  at  the  proper 
intervals  and  plated  as  usual. 

In  all  cases  control  cultures  were  made  under  exactly  the  same  conditions 
as  were  the  cultures  exposed,  these,  however,  being  protected  from  the  sun- 
light by  a  heavy,  opaque  cloth,  or  some  similar  material.  The  temperature 
of  these  cultures  was,  of  course,  considerably  lower  than  was  the  tempera- 
ture in  tbe  sun.  The  numbers  of  bacteria  in  the  controls  showed  the  usual 
variation  to  be  expected  under  the  circumstances,  usually  a  slight  reduction 
in  numbers  being  noted  during  two  or  three  hours'  standing,  although  in 
one  instance  the  numbers  increased  quite  materially.  Tiie  data  of  these 
control  cultures  are  not  shown  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

The  brightness  of  the  sun  also  varied  considerably,  and  attempts  were 
made  to  measure  the  amount  of  light  by  piiotographic  means,  but  these 
measurements  were  unsatisfactory,  and  the  data  are  not  included  here. 

With  typhoid,  from  95  to  99  per  cent,  of  all  the  germs  were  destroyed  by 
ten  to  fifteen  minutes'  exposure  to  direct  sunlight.  A  few  germs  may  resist 
the  sunlight  for  a  somewhat  longer  time ;  usually,  however,  all  the  germs 
were  destroyed  by  three  or  more  hours'  exposure  to  bright  sunlight.  The 
results  of  the  experiments  with  typhoid  are  shown  in  the  following  tables, 
in  Table  No.  1 7,  experiments  24  and  25  being  the  ones  in  which  the  water 
cultures  were  exposed  to  the  sunlight,  f^xperiment  No.  26,  Table  No.  18, 
being  the  one  in  which  the  agar  plates  were  exposed. 


276 


STATE   BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Ooc. 


Table  No.  17.  —  Showing  Elimination  of  Typhoid  Oerms  in  Water  on  Exposure 

to  Sunlight, 


EXP08UEX. 


ExPBRiiuirT  2i. 


Bacteria. 


BUrt,    . 
16  mlDutea, 
80  mlDutea, 
46  mlnntea, 

1  hour, 
l}i  hoars, 

2  hoar*, 
4  hoon, 
6  hoari, 


608    784 


66 
17 
0 
6 
2 
0 
3 
0 


4 
1 
1 
2 
0 
0 
1 
0 


Average. 


716 
85 
0 
1 
4 
1 
0 
2 
0 


ExPBuaiiiiT  SS. 

Bacteria. 

Average. 

502    532 
18        5 

562 
0 

4 

3 

21 

5 

4 
0 
0 


4 
0 
5 
8 
8 
0 
0 


4 

2 

13 

4 
4 
0 
0 


Table  No.  18.  —  Showing  Elimination  of  Typhoid  Qerma  in  Agar   Plates  on 

Exposure  to  Sunlight, 


EXKOSDIB. 


BUurt, 

10  mloatea, 

20  mloatea, 

80  minutes, 

40  minotes, 

60  mlnates, 
1  hoar,    . 

1  hour,  10  mlnates, 
1  hour,  20  mlnates, 
1  hour,  30  minutes, 
1  hour,  40  minutes, 

1  hour,  50  mlnuteii, 

2  hoars,  . 


•rp. 

83 
81 
83 
83 
78 
74 
71 
60 
68 
71 
68 


KXPBBIMBIIT  26. 


Bacteria. 


Avera^. 


608    642 
2       8 


7 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


625 
8 
6 
0 
0 
0 
I 
0 
O 
0 

a 

0 


With  B.  coli  the  results  have  been  somewhat  more  variable,  probably  doe 
to  more  changeable  couditions.  In  one  experiment,  No.  78,  something 
over  80  per  cent,  of  the  germs  were  destroyed  by  fifteen  minutes'  exposure, 
all  being  destroyed  after  four  hours.  The  results  of  this  experiment  were 
undoubtedly  influenced  greatly  by  clouds  in  the  sky,  so  that  at  times  the 
sunlight  was  not  very  bright,  after  about  two  and  one-half  hours  the  mu 
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being  entirely  overcast.  In  experiment  No.  79,  about  96  per  cent,  of  the 
germs  were  eliminated  at  the  end  of  fifteen  minutes  and  after  thirty 
minutes  all  of  the  germs  were  destroyed.  In  these  two  experiments  the 
water  cultures  were  exposed  in  plates,  the  results  being  shown  in  Table 
No.  19. 

Table  No.  19.  —  Shoxoing  Elimination  of  B.  Coli  in  Water  Cultures  on  Exposure 

to  Sunlight. 


' 

EXPSUMBHT  78. 

1 

KZPBRIMBNT  79. 

EXFOSDRK. 

Tera- 
peraturp. 

Itacteria  per 
Coble  Centimeter. 

1 

Average.  < 

Tem- 
perature. 

Bacteris  per 
Cubic  Centimeter. 

445,400    824,300 

Average. 

Start, 

78        1 

70,000    72,800 

71,400 

684,860 

16  miDutet, 

78 

6,564    16.166 

12,365 

106 

19,100      81,800 

25,400 

30  minutea, 

80 

4,473      2,668 

8,568 

107 

0               0 

0 

46  mlDQteB, 

80 

1 

2,130             0 

1,065 

110 

0               0 

0 

1  hour,     . 

80 

600             0 

295 

100 

0               0 

0 

1  hi  hours. 

82 

2,130           03 

1,111 

108 

0               0 

0 

2  hours,   . 

82 

10           70 

40 

105 

0               0 

0 

3  hoars,  . 

- 

- 

- 

100 

0               0 

« 

4  hoars,  . 

61 

0             0 

0 

1 

78 

0               0 

0 

In  experiment  No.  81  the  water  was  exposed  in  bottles.  In  this  case 
about  98  per  cent,  of  the  germs  were  destroyed  after  fifteen  minutes,  the 
cultures  yarying  somewhat.  The  germs  persisted  in  the  water  in  consider- 
able numbers  for  two  hours  and  in  small  numbers  up  to  four  hours,  after 
five  hours  the  sample  being  completely  sterilized.  The  results  of  this  ex- 
periment are  shown  in  Table  No.  20. 

Table  No.  20.  —  Skounng  Change  in  Numbers  of  B.  Coli  in  Water  in  Bulk  on 

Exposure  to  Sunlight, 


ExrosuEB. 


Temperature. 


Burt,     . 
16  mlnates, 
30  mlnates, 
46  mlnates, 

1  hoar, 
IH  hoars, 

2  hoars, 

3  boars, 

4  hoars, 

5  hoars, 


94 
04 
92 
92 
94 
96 

109 
95 

102 
76 


EZPBUMKMT  81. 


Bacteria  per  Cubic 
Centimeter. 


Average. 


2,860,000    1,620,000 
80,000        48,200 


85,800 

44,000 

53,700 

35,800 

57,400 

450 

3 

0 


22,000 

55,000 

45,300 

34,100 

76,400 

1,172 

6 

0 


1,990,000 

86,600 

58,660 

49,600 

49,600 

84,960 

66,900 

786 

4 

0 
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Summary  and  Conclusions. 

The  principal  types  of  bacteria  used  as  indices  of  pollution  are  ttie  colon 
type,  the  sporogenes,  sewage  streptococcus  type,  and  occasionally  the 
aerogenes  and  the  cbologenes  types.  The  colon  type  has  received  the  most 
study ;  it  is  widely  distributed  in  nature  and  since  it  is  the  most  numerous 
of  these  types  in  normal  sewage,  it  is  of  the  most  value  as  a  positive  indi- 
cation of  sewage  pollution.  The  streptococcus  type  and  sporogenes  types 
have  not  yet  received  the  study  necessary  to  determine  their  value  as  indi- 
cations of  pollution.  The  aerogenes  and  cbologenes  types  have  no  specific 
value,  but  are  included  by  the  tests  applied  in  some  laboratories  under  the 
colon  type. 

In  the  filtration  of  a  polluted  water,  such  as  that  of  the  Merrimack  River, 
bacterial  tests  are,  as  is  well  known,  of  more  value  than  chemical  analyses. 
The  filtered  water  may  be  changed  but  little  from  the  raw  water  by  filtra- 
tion, as  far  as  chemical  analyses  can  determine,  and  yet  a  source  of  danger 
be  absolutely  removed,  as  shown  or  strongly  indicated  by  bacterial  tests. 
Long-continued  comparisons  of  the  bacterial  examinations,  as  applied  to 
raw  and  filtered  waters,  have  shown  that  the  B.  coli  test  is  a  more  delicate 
indication  of  filter  efficiency,  when  filtering  water  as  polluted  as  that  of  the 
Merrimack  River  water,  than  tests  of  the  total  number  of  bacteria  present 
in  the  filtered  and  unfiltered  waters.  Disturbing  factors  in  filtration  shown 
slightly  or  not  at  all  by  ordinary  bacterial  counts  and  comparisons  are  often 
shown  strongly  by  B.  coli  tests. 

In  the  examination  of  spring  waters  the  degree  of  purity  of  samples, 
collected  in  a  careful  and  proper  manner  from  properly  guarded  springs,  is 
almost  absolutely  shown  by  chemical  analysis.  B.  coli  was  found  in  only 
six  of  all  the  spring  water  samples  examined  that  were  collected  directly 
from  the  springs  by  employees  of  the  Board,  and  in  four  of  these  waters 
both  inspection  of  the  surroundings  of  the  spring  and  chemical  analysis 
would  alone  have  condemned  the  waters.  In  one  case  the  entrance  of  B. 
coli  occurred,  and  pollution  was  not  otherwise  shown  by  either  inspection 
or  chemical  analysis.  This  accidental  pollution  was  evidently  only  appli- 
cable to  this  sample,  however,  and  not  to  the  general  fiow  of  water  from 
this  spring.  It  is  evidei\t,  of  course,  that  however  pure  the  water  might  be 
as  coming  from  the  ground,  accidental  contamination  from  the  person  col- 
lecting or  bottling  the  water  might  introduce  B.  coli  into  the  spring  itself 
and  this  contamination  not  be  shown  by  chemical  analysis,  and  this  was 
probably  the  case  in  this  instance. 

In  the  samples  of  spring  waters,  as  sold  upon  the  market,,  the  chemical 
analyses  did  not  and  could  not  reveal  such  slight  accidental  contamination 
as  might  introduce  B.  coli,  shown  by  the  detection  of  this  germ,  and  this 
contamination  might  be  of  considerable  moment.    The  determinations  of 
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numbers  of  bacteria  in  these  samples  were  of  little  significance,  as  the 
waters  bad  been  bottled  for  indefinite  periods  of  time,  with  a  plentiful 
chance  for  the  increase  of  the  bacteria  normally  present  in  them  when 
drawn  from  the  springs. 

In  the  examination  of  ground  waters  from  driven  wells,  comparisons  of 
the  chemical,  bacterial  and  B.  coli  analyses  show  that  in  all  of  128  samples 
quoted  in  this  article,  the  chemical  and  babterial,  including  B.  coli,  exam- 
inations were  in  agreement.  In  the  one  instance,  out  of  the  128  examina- 
tions recorded,  in  which  B.  coli  was  found  in  a  tubular  well  water,  chemical 
analyses  also  showed  the  water  to  be  of  a  pooV  quality.  In  one  instance, 
as  has  already  been  stated,  accidental  pollution  of  driven  well  water,  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  health  of  the  people  using  this  water  was  seriously 
affected,  as  shown  by  many  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  was  not  indicated  by 
either  chemical  or  bacterial  tests,  but  was  indicated  by  the  presence  of  B. 
coli  in  a  water  that  had  never  before  given  positive  tests  for  this  germ, 
and  in  which  subsequent  tests,  after  the  passing  away  of  this  pollution, 
again  gave  negative  results. 

pyighteen  samples  of  water  from  filter  galleries  showed  no  evidence  of 
pollution  by  B.  coli  tests  in  1  and  100  cubic  centimeters.  ^ 

The  complete  analyses  of  samples  from  a  large  number  of  domestic  wells 
sbow  that  polluted  waters  that  might  become  unfit  for  consumption  at  any 
moment  are  more  plainly  indicated  by  single  chemical  analyses  than  by 
single  determinations  of  B.  coli.  The  presence  of  B.  coli  at  the  time  of 
examination  may  indicate  actual  danger  to  health  and  its  absence  even  in 
the  most  polluted  of  these  waters  —  chemically  —  may  indicate  lack  of 
imminent  danger,  but  the  chemical  analyses  are  certainly  the  more  decisive. 

The  results  of  the  examination  of  samples  from  ponds  and  lakes  show 
with  considerable  clearness  that  in  the  examination  of  surface  waters  from 
inhabited  localities,  the  question  of  obtaining  positive  tests  for  B.  coli  is 
only  one  of  taking  a  sufficient  volume  of  water  for  the  test.  They  also 
show  with  considerable  clearness  that  the  degree  of  contamination  of  these 
waters  varies  inversely  as  the  volume  required  to  give  a  positive  test  for  B. 
coli. 

The  number  of  B.  coli  in  a  river  as  polluted  as  the  Merrimack  varies  in 
inverse  ratio  with  the  dilution  of  the  entering  sewage  by  the  river  water, 
and  is  afl'ected  by  the  temperature,  the  numbers  of  B.  coli  being  larger  dur- 
ing the  warm  weather  than  during  cold  weather.  In  effluents  from  water 
filters  the  effect  upon  filter  efficiency  of  dilution  of  the  raw  water  in  winter 
is  less  marked  than  the  effect  of  high  temperature  in  summer,  the  work  of 
a  filter  in  warm  weather,  when  biological  processes  arc  active,  being  far 
more  satisfactory  than  during  cold  weather. 

The  number  of  B.  coli  in  a  water  is  reduced  quite  appreciably  by  storage 
of  the  water. 
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Id  the  examinatioii  of  shell-fish  from  suspected  sources,  the  determina- 
tion of  fecal  bacteria,  sach  as  the  colon  bacillus,  is  of  considerable  impor- 
tance, as  showing  the  purity  or  pollution  of  these  sources. 

As  an  indication  of  the  presence  of  B.  coli  the  presumptive  test,  so  called, 
has,  judging  from  our  own  work,  little  value  unless  supported  by  subsequent 
confirmatory  tests.  In  a  few  instances,  where  one  is  dealing  with  a  given 
kind  of  water  continuously,  th^  observer  may  become  so  expert  as  to  be 
able  to  judge  the  presence  of  B.  coli  by  the  presumptive  test,  followed  by 
the  litmus  lactose  agar  plate  and  the  appearance  on  the  agar  streak,  but 
if  the  classes  of  water  are  Varied,  even  the  most  expert  observer  will  fall 
into  serious  errors  if  he  depends  on  those  tests  alone.  The  presumptive 
test  includes  at  least  58  well-described  species  of  bacteria,  of  which  12 
would  be  included  in  the  colon  type,  as  determined  at  Lawrence,  7  species 
are  of  the  aerogenes  type,  3  species  arc  of  the  chologenes  type  and  13 
species  arc  not  sufficiently  well  described  to  identify  them  with  or  exclude 
them  from  the  three  preceding  groups.  Besides  these,  there  are  23  species 
which  would  show  positive  results  by  the  presumptive  test  alone,  which 
would  never  be  included  in  the  fecal  group. 

Results  of  examinations  for  B.  coli  in  different  volumes  of  water  show 
that  tests  in  both  1  and  100  cubic  centimeters  are  of  value,  the  tests  in  the 
larger  volumes  being  confirmatory  of  the  tests  in  the  smaller  volume.  In 
cases  where  a  considerable  number  of  samples  are  taken  from  the  same 
source,  the  tests  in  the  larger  volume  frequently  give  more  information  as 
to  the  quality  of  the  water  than  do  the  tests  in  1  cubic  centimeter. 

Outbreaks  of  typhoid  fever  coincident  with  the  finding  of  B.  coli  in  nor- 
mally pure  waters,  t.  e.,  in  water  known  to  be  safe  under  ordinary  condi- 
tions but  becoming  polluted  by  the  entrance  of  polluted  water,  have  occurred 
in  at  least  three  instances  within  the  observation  of  the  writers,  where  the 
danger  was  not  indicated  by  chemical  tests  or  by  a  significant  increase  in 
the  numbers  of  bacteria  beyond  the  usual  limits  of  variation  for  waters  of 
their  class. 

Comparative  tests  for  the  relative  viability  of  B.  typhosus  and  B.  coli 
show  us  that  there  is  a  very  great  similarity  between  the  length  of  life  of 
the  two  germs  under  a  great  variety  of  conditions.  Both  germs  appear  to 
follow  the  general  laws  of  the  removal  of  bacteria  by  sand  filters,  a  some- 
what greater  viability  being  noted  in  the  case  of  B.  coli  than  of  B.  typhosus. 
Most  organisms  of  both  types  are  destroyed  quite  rapidly  by  the  effect  of 
cold  either  in  fiuid  culture  or  when  frozen  in  ice.  When  caught  in  ice, 
both  germs  will  live,  in  slowly  reducing  numbers,  for  a  considerable  length 
of  time,  and  under  these  conditions  the  morphological  and  cultural  charac- 
teristics of  the  species  may  lose  their  identity  and  appear  to  merge  into 
a  common  type  which  there  are  reasons  to  believe  would  be  non- 
pathogenic. When  subjected  to  heat,  both  species  appear  to  follow  about 
the  same  rule,  the  majority  of  the  typhoid  germs  being  destroyed  by  five 
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minutes'  exposare  to  a  temperature  of  45°  C.  and  nearly  all  of  the  B.  eoli 
being  destroyed  by  five  minutes  at  50°  C,  a  fe^  individuals  of  each  sur- 
viving exposure  to  temperatures  up  to  and  including  80°  C.  The  thermal 
death  point  appears  to  lie  between  80°  and  85°  C,  a  point  somewhat  higher 
than  has  usually  been  set  for  these  species.  Both  species  are  rapidly  de- 
stroyed by  sunlight,  an  exposure  of  thirty  minutes  to  one  hour  usually 
being  sufficient  to  sterilize  the  culture  when  spread  out  in  a  thin  layer. 
Both  show  the  same  phenomena  noted  in  other  experiments,  that  while  the 
larger  numbers  of  germs  are  destroyed  in  a  very  short  time,  a  few  indi- 
viduals nearly  always  appear  to  be  more  resistant  to  unfavorable  conditions. 
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To  HiRAM  F.  MU.LS,  A.M.,  C.E.,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Water  Supply  and 

Sewerage  of  the  State  Board  of  HeaUh, 

Sir  :  — Herewith  is  submitted  a  report  upon  the  results  of  examinations 
of  the  main  outlets  of  sewers  and  drainage  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  the  effect  of  sewage  disposal  made  during  the  year 
1902  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  104  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1901. 

REPORT. 

The  first  sewers  in  the  State  were  built  in  the  city  of  Boston,  probably 
more  than  two  hundred  years  ago.  The  early  sewers  were  evidently  for 
the  most  part  drains  for  removing  ground  water  or  storm  water  and  sink 
drainage,  and  were  built  or  owned  by  private  individuals  or  associations  of 
citizens  living  on  a  single  street  or  in  a  small  district.  It  appears  from 
records  and  reports  as  to  the  sewerage  of  Boston  that  about  the  year  1823 
the  city  took  control  of  the  sewers,  but  that  for  several  years  after  that 
time  faecal  matter  was  rigidly  excluded  from  them.  In  1857  only  about 
6,500  water-closets  were  connected  with  the  sewers,  and  in  1885  the  num- 
ber connected  was  about  100,000.     At  the  present  time  it  is  about  160,000. 

The  history  of  the  growth  of  sewerage  in  many  of  the  other  large  cities 
and  towns  in  the  State  has  been  similar  to  that  of  the  Boston  system.  The 
sewers  were  at  first  intended  to  serve  chiefly  as  drains,  for  the  drainage  of 
streets,  cellars  and  wet  places,  or  for  the  removal  of  standing  water,  and 
were  subsequently  used  as  places  of  disposal  for  sink  wastes. 

The  common,  and  practically  the  only,  method  of  disposing  of  drainage 
and  of  such  sewage  as  might  be  mingled  therewith  before  public  water  sup- 
plies came  into  general  use  was  to  discharge  it  into  the  nearest  body  of 
water,  and  this  method  of  disposal  probably  did  not  crea\,e  ^^xvow^^  c^a^^- 
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tionable  conditions  when  the  quantity  of  sewage  mingled  with  the  drainage 
was  small,  and  consisted  chiefly  of  sink  wastes ;  but,  after  the  introduction 
of  public  water  supplies,  water-closets  and  other  water  fixtures  rapidly  came 
into  general  use,  the  amount  of  house  sewage  and  polluted  water  requiring 
disposal  greatly  increased,  and  nuisances  were  created  at  the  outlets  of  the 
drains.  Moreover,  with  the  use  of  the  drains  as  sewers  more  careful 
methods  of  construction  and  maintenance  became  necessary,  in  order  to 
prevent  foul  odors  and  other  objectionable  conditions  arising  from  the 
drains  themselves. 

The  plan  of  keeping  sewage  separate  from  storm  and  drainage  water, 
now  known  as  the  ^^  separate  "  system  of  sewerage,  in  contrast  with  the 
earlier  plan  of  receiving  all  sewage  and  drainage  into  the  same  pipes,  known 
as  the  ^^  combined"  system  of  sewerage,  has  now  been  in  use  for  about 
twenty  years.  At  the  present  time  combined  systems  of  sewerage  exist 
mainly  in  the  larger  cities  and  towns,  in  which  sewers  were  gradually  de- 
veloped from  drains  in  the  manner  indicated,  or  in  which  sewerage  systems 
were  begun  twenty  or  more  years  ago ;  while  in  towns  in  which  sewerage 
systems  have  been  constructed  within  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  the 
separate  system  has  been  employed  in  nearly  all  cases.  Cities  and  towns 
having  combined  systems  of  sewers  generally,  however,  until  recently,  have 
continued  to  employ  this  system  in  making'  extensions ;  but  the  further 
extension  of  the  combined  system  of  sewers  has  been  practically  discon- 
tinued in  many  of  the  places  in  which  it  has  hitherto  been  exclusively  used, 
and  the  separate  system  is  now  used  in  the  sewerage  of  new  areas.  In 
some  places  having  combined  systems  the  work  of  separating  the  sewage 
from  the  storm  water  —  that  is,  of  providing  a  separate  system  of  sewers 
to  replace  a  combined  system  —  has  been  begun. 

In  this  report,  when  reference  is  made  to  combined  systems  of  sewers  it 
is  to  be  understood  to  mean  a  system  which  receives  both  sewage  and  the 
surface  water  from  streets  and  other  areas,  together  with  cellar  or  other 
drainage  from  the  ground.  Where  the  separate  system  of  sewers  is  referred 
to  it  is  to  be  understood  that  the  sewers  of  such  systems  receive  sewage  and 
manufacturing  wastes,  but  do  not  receive  storm  water  or  ground  drainage, 
except  such  ground  water  as  leaks  into  the  sewers  from  defective  joints  and 
connections,  —  which,  it  may  be  said  in  passing,  may  amount  to  nearly  as 
much,  and  in  extreme  cases  to  more,  than  the  actual  quantity  of  sewage. 
Drainage  isjto  be  understood  to  mean  the  water  flowing  in  drains  provided 
for  the  reception  of  water  from  streets,  roofs,  etc.,  and  from  cellars  or  wet 
grounds,  and  other  clean  water,  such  as  waste  water  used  for  cooling,  etc., 
in  some  mechanical  or  manufacturing  processes,  which  is  not  polluted. 

In  presenting  the  results  of  the  examinations  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary to  divide  the  outlets  into  two  general  classes:  (1)  those  which  dis- 
charge into  the  sea  or  into  harbors  or  tidal  estuaries  along  the  sea  coast ; 
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and  (2)  outlets  into  rivers  and  other  inland  waters ;  since  those  in  the  for- 
mer class  are  largely  independent  of  each  other,  while  in  the  case  of  river 
outlets  it  has  been  essential  to  consider  also  the  condition  of  the  rivers, 
some  of  which  receive  sewage  from  many  outlets  in  different  cities  and 
towns. 

PART  I.— SEWER  OUTLETS   INTO  THE  SEA  OR  INTO  HAR- 
BORS  OR   BAYS   ALONG  THE  SEA  COAST. 

The  total  population  in  the  cities  and  towns  discharging  sewage  into  the 
sea  amounted  by  the  census  of  1900  to  1,392,721,  almost  one-half  the  total 
population  of  the  State. 

The  outlets  into  the  sea  were  examined  last  year  with  special  reference 
to  the  effect  of  such  outlets  upon  flats  or  waters  from  which  shell-fish  are 
taken  for  food ;  and  the  results  of  the  investigations  relating  to  the  pollu- 
tion of  shell-fish  by  sewer  outlets  were  presented  in  last  year's  rei)ort,  and 
will  not  be  referred  to  in  the  present  report.  Further  investigations  along 
these  lines  are  now  being  made,  but  additional  results  of  importance  are 
not  yet  available. 

Each  outlet  into  the  sea  has  been  examined  with  reference  to  the  exist- 
ence of  offensive  odors  or  other  objectionable  conditions,  and  in  the  case 
of  some  of  the  more  important  outlets  observations  of  the  movement  of  the 
sewage  have  been  made,  and  samples  of  the  harbor  waters  have  been 
analyzed  to  determine  the  extent  to  which  such  waters  are  affected  by  the 
sewage.  The  results  of  the  investigations  of  outlets  into  the  sea  or  into 
harbors  or  tidal  estuaries  along  the  sea  coast  will  be  presented  in  alpha- 
betical order  under  the  names  of  the  cities  and  towns  controlling  the 
various  outlets,  except  that  the  outlets  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
metropolitan  districts  will  be  first  presented. 

The  following  table  contains  a  list  of  the  cities  and  towns  having  outlets 
into  the  sea  which  have  been  examined  during  the  year :  — 


CiTT,  TOWW  OB  DiSTBIOT. 


Popnlation 
111  1900. 


Boston  niAin  drainage  and  sooth  met- 
ropolitan ai^wera^e  districts. 
North  metropolitan  sewerage  district, 


Beverly,  « 

FairhaTen, 

Fall  Blver, 

Oloueester, 

Hiogham, 

Hull, 


812,371 

422,825 

18,884 

8,M7 

104,888 

28,121 

6,0M 

1,703 


CiTT,  Town  OB  District. 


Population 
In  1900. 


Lynn,    . 
Nahant, 
New  Bedford, 
Newbnryport, 
riymoQih,     . 
Revere,  . 
Salem,    .       . 
Totol, 


88,513 
1,152 
82,442 
14,478 
0,502 
10,306 
85,058 


1,302,721 
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BOSTOX  MAIN  DRAINAGE  AND  SOUTH  METROPOLITAN  SEWERAGE 

DISTRICTS. 

These  districts  include  the  following  cities,  towns  and  districts :  — 


CiTT,  Town  OB  District. 


Popalation 
In  1900. 


Kind  of  Sewerage 
87stein 


Boston  (proper),      ... 
Boatb  Boston  (district  of  Boston), 
Rozbnry  (distriot  of  Boston), 
Dorchester  (district  of  Boston), 
West  Rozbnry  (district  of  Boston), 

Wetertown, 

Waltham, 

Newton,     ...... 

Brighton  (district  of  Boston), 

Brookline, 

'   Dedhsm 

Hyde  Park, 

Milton 

Qatnoy, 

Total, 


187,267 

07,80g 

106,398 

77,483 

87,263 

0,706 

28,481 

88,687 

10,270 

10,086 

7,467 

18,244 

6,678 

23.800 


612,871 


Combined. 

Combined. 

Combined  and  separate. 

Combined  and  separate. 

Combined  and  separate. 

Separate. 

Separate. 

Separate. 

Combined  and  separmte. 

Combined  and  separate. 

Separate. 

Separate. 

Separate. 

Separate. 


Description  of  Systems. 

Boston  Main  Drainage  District.  —  The  sewage  of  the  city  of  Boston 
previous  to  the  year  1884  was  discharged  into  the*  waters  about  the  city  at 
a  great  many  outlets.  The  great  nuisances  resulting  at  many  of  these  out- 
lets led  to  the  adoption  in  1876  of  a  plan  for  the  collection  and  di8|)osal  of 
the  sewage  at  an  outlet  into  the  sea  at  Moon  Island  in  the  southerly  portion 
of  Boston  harbor,  a  point  remote  from  the  thickly  populated  portions  of  the 
city ;  and  the  necessary  sewers  and  other  works  constituting  the  so-called 
main  drainage  system  of  the  city  were  completed  at  the  beginning  of  1884. 
By  means  of  these  works  the  dry-weather  flow  of  sewage  of  the  main 
portions  of  the  city  and  of  the  districts  of  Roxbury,  Dorchester  and  West 
Roxbury  since  that  time  has  been  conveyed  to  the  Moon  Island  outlet. 
The  Brighton,  Charlestown  and  East  Boston  sections  of  the  city  were  not 
included  in  this  system. 

Practically  all  of  the  sewers  of  the  Boston  main  drainage  district  are 
constructed  on  the  combined  plan,  and,  since  it  would  have  been  impracti- 
cable to  construct  works  of  sufllcient  size  to  take  all  of  the  flow  of  the 
various  sewers  at  times  when  the  flow  is  increased  by  heavy  rains,  the  sys- 
tem was  designed  to  intercept  and  remove  all  the  sewage  flowing  in  the 
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sewers  in  dry  weather  and  the  sewage  and  rain  water  at  times  of  light 
rain,  allowing  the  excess  of  flow  at  times  of  heavy  rain  or  when  snow  is 
melting  rapidly  to  discharge  at  the  original  outlets.  There  is  a  great 
number  (about  100)  of  these  storm  overflow  outlets  from  which  dilute 
sewage  is  discharged  at  intervals  into  the  waters  about  the  city. 

South  Metropolitan  District.  —  In  1892  the  Charles  River  valley  metro- 
politan sewer  was  completed  and  connected  with  the  Boston  main  drainage 
system ;  and  since  that  time  the  sewage  of  Waltbam,  Watertown,  Newton, 
Brookline  and  the  Brighton  district  of  Boston  has  been  discharged  at  the 
outlet  at  Moon  Island  in  Boston  harbor,  through  this  sewer  and  the  Boston 
main  drainage  works.  The  sewers  of  Watertown,  Waltham,  Newton  and 
a  part  of  those  of  Brighton  and  Brookline  are  constructed  on  the  separate 
plan ;  and  there  are  no  local  outlets  for  sewers  in  the  first  three  of  these 
places,  but  in  the  last  two  there  are  storm  overflow  outlets  from  combined 
systems  which  discharge  dilute  sewage  at  intervals  into  the  Charles  River 
and  some  of  its  tributaries. 

In  1895  the  Neponset  valley  metropolitan  sewer  was  completed  and 
•connected  with  the  Boston  main  drainage  system,  and  sewage  from  the 
towns  of  Dedham,  Hyde  Park  and  Millon,  together  with  sewage  from  por- 
tions of  the  town  of  Brookline  and  of  the  West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester 
•districts  of  Boston,  is  conveyed  to  the  outlet  at  Moon  Island  through  the 
Neponset  valley  sewer  and  the  Boston  main  drainage  system.  The  sewers 
in  the  towns  and  districts  connected  with  the  Neponset  valley  sewer,  ex- 
•cepting  a  small  area  in  Dorchester,  are  built  upon  the  separate  plan,  and 
there  are  no  local  outlets  in  the  fresh  water  portion  of  the  Charles  or  Nepon- 
set rivers  from  the  sewers  of  this  district. 

In  1899  works  were  completed  by  which  the  sewage  of  the  city  of  Quincy 
is  pumped  into  tlie  Boston  main  drainage  sewer  at  Squantum  near  Moon 
Island,  and  since  that  time  sewage  from  the  city  of  Quincy  has  found  an 
outlet  through  the  Moon  Island  works  of  the  Boston  main  drainage  system. 
The  sewers  of  the  city  of  Quincy  are  built  upon  the  separate  plan,  and 
there  are  no  local  sewer  outlets,  though  relief  valves  have  been  placed  on 
main  sewers  near  the  pumping  station,  by  means  of  which  sewage  could  be 
discharged  into  local  water  courses  at  a  few  places  in  case  of  accident  to 
the  pumps  or  other  emergency. 

In  1899  the  south  metropolitan  sewerage  system  was  created,  which  in- 
cludes the  territory  formerly  tributary  to  the  Charles  River  valley  sewer 
and  the  Neponset  valley  sewer,  with  other  areas  in  the  southerly  parts  of 
the  city  of  Boston ;  and  provision  was  made  for  the  construction  of  a  large 
main  sewer  to  receive  the  sewage  of  the  two  metroi>olitan  sewers,  the  sew- 
age of  the  Quincy  sewerage  system  and  of  areas  in  the  valley  of  Stony 
Brook  in  the  West  Roxbury  and  Dorchester  districts  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
The  outlet  of  this  sewer  is  to  be  located  near  Peddock's  Island  in  the  south- 
easterly part  of  Boston  harbor,  and  this  sewer  is  now  approaching  coiiv5^\&- 
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tioD.  Upon  the  completion  of  this  sewer  much  of  the  sewage  from  cities^ 
towns  and  districts  which  now  finds  an  outlet  at  Moon  Island  will  be  diverted 
to  the  new  outlet. 

Description  of  Sewer  Outlets. 

The  Moon  Island  outlet  was  very  thoroughly  examined  in  1899  and  1900^ 
and  the  conditions  about  this  outlet  are  described  in  the  report  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  upon  the  ^'  Discharge  of  Sewage  into  Boston  Harbor,"  in 
the  latter  year. 

The  sewage  of  the  Boston  main  drainage  and  south  metropolitan  sewer- 
age districts  is  all  pumped  to  collecting  reservoirs  at  Moon  Island,  from 
which  it  is  discharged  into  the  sea  upon  the  outgoing  tide.  This  sewage 
when  discharged  covers  a  large  area  between  Moon  Island  and  Long  Island, 
and  is  offensive  to  those  sailing  through  this  part  of  the  harbor  in  boats. 
Its  presence  on  the  surface  of  the  water  can  be  detected  easterly  as  far  as 
Rainsford  Island,  by  the  greasy  scum,  or  "  sleek,"  upon  the  water,  but  the 
sewage  does  not  approach  the  shore  of  the  main  land  at  any  point. 

The  conditions  about  the  Moon  Island  outlet  are  not  seriously  objection- 
able at  the  present  time ;  and,  while  deposits  of  matters  from  the  sewage 
have  taken  place  along  the  shore  near  the  outlet  in  the  past  during  a  time 
before  the  recent  enlargement  of  the  reservoirs,  when  it  was  necessary  to 
discharge  sewage  at  unfavorable  stages  of  the  tide,  the  conditions  causing 
these  deposits  have  now  been  removed,  and  further  deposits  do  not  appear 
to  be  taking  place.  The  quantity  of  sewage  now  conveyed  to  this  outlet 
is  rapidly  nearing  the  capacity  of  the  works  and  the  capacity  of  the  tidal 
currents  into  which  it  is  discharged  to  quickly  remove  and  dispose  of  it. 
Upon  the  completion  of  the  high-level  sewer  now  under  construction  much 
of  the  sewage  discharged  at  this  outlet  will,  as  already  stated,  be  discharged 
at  the  proposed  new  outlet  at  Peddock*s  Island. 

Other  Outlets  for  Sewage  in  the  Boston  Main  Drainage  and  South 

Metropolitan  Sewerage  Districts. 

The  storm  overflow  outlets  from  which  the  excess  of  mingled  sewage  and 
storm  water,  above  the  capacity  of  the  metropolitan  and  main  drainage 
sewers,  is  discharged  into  waters  about  the  city  at  times  of  rain,  do  not 
appear  to  cause  serious  objection  at  the  present  time,  except  in  cases  where 
such  outlets  discharge  into  small  water  courses.  A  large  number  of  such 
outlets  discharge  into  Stony  Brook,  and  the  storm  overflows  into  this  stream 
contribute  to  the  nuisance  in  the  Back  Bay  Fens,  through  which  Stony 
Brook  flows. 

The  most  serious  nuisance  existing  at  the  present  time  in  the  Boston  main 
drainage  or  south  metropolitan  sewerage  districts  by.  reason  of  the  disposal 
of  sewage  is  in  the  basin  of  the  Back  Bay  Fens  in  the  city  of  Boston.  lo- 
vestigation  shows  that,  while  the  water  of  this  stream  is  clean  and  anobjec-^ 


No,  34.]         EFFECT   OF   SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


291 


tionable  to  Bight  or  smell  at  its  entrance  to  a  covered  channel  at  Jamaica 
Plain,  it  is  filthy  in  appearance  and  has  an  offensive  odor  at  the  point  from 
which  it  emerges  from  the  covered  channel  at  Huntington  Avenue,  through 
which  it  flows  in  its  course  below  Jamaica  Plain.  It  is  evident  that  much 
sewage  is  discharged  into  this  covered  channel  at  all  times,  greatly  pollut- 
ing the  brook,  and  it  is  to  this  sewage  that  the  nuisance  in  the  Back  Hay 
Fens  is  chiefly  due.  This  nuisance  could  be  prevented  by  removing  all  con- 
nections through  which  sewage  or  objectionable  manufacturing  waste  is  dis- 
charged into  the  Stony  Brook  channel,  and  discharging  this  sewage  or  waste 
into  local  sewers.  If  this  channel  is  to  continue  to  be  used  as  a  sewer,  it 
should  be  treated  as  such,  and  the  dry- weather  flow  discharged  into  the 
metropolitan  or  main  drainage  sewers. 

There  is  also  an  old  Stony  Brook  channel  passing  through  Roxbury 
which  discharges  on  the  northerly  side  of  Beacon  Street  at  the  edge  of  the 
Charles  River.  This  stream  receives,  evidently,  much  sewage  and  con- 
siderable foul  drainage,  and  constitutes,  in  effect,  a  separate  sewer  outlet* 
The  outlet  is  so  located  that  it  is  partially  exposed  at  times  of  low  water, 
when  an  objectionable  odor  issues  from  it.  Plans  have  been  prepared  by 
the  street  department  of  Boston  for  rebuilding  this  channel,  eliminating 
the  sewage  and  using  it  for  drainage  only.  Unless  this  change  is  made, 
this  outlet  should  be  treated  as  are  other  outlets  for  sewage,  and  made  a 
part  of  the  general  sewerage  system. 

There  are  several  cases  in  which  overflows  from  sewers  discharge  upon 
flats  exposed  at  low  water,  which  may  create  objectionable  conditions  at 
times,  but  the  investigations  have  not  shown  the  existence  of  serious  nui- 
sances at  such  outlets  at  present. 

THE  NORTH   METROPOLITAN  SEWERAGE   DISTRICT. 

The  cities,  towns  and  districts  included  in  the  north  metropolitan  sewer- 
age district  are  the  following :  — 


CiTT,  Town  ok  District. 


Populntioii 
In  1900. 


Kind  of  SuweruKC 
Aytitem. 


East  BostOD  (district  of  RoBton), 
(jharlMtowD  (district  of  Boston), 

Somerrille 

Chelsea 

Everett 

Cambridge,  .... 
Maldeo,      ..... 

Ifedford, 

WiDthrop 

Melrose, 

Arlington, 

Belmont,  ..... 
LeziogtOD,  .... 
Wlnehesier,       .... 

Wobnm, 

Stoneham 

Wakefield 


Total, 


46.766 

40,052 

01,043 

34,072 

24.830 

01,880 

33,004 

18,244 

0,058 

12,902 

8,003 

3,920 

8,831 

7.248 

14,264 

0,197 

9.290 


422,025 


Corobloed. 

Combined. 

Combined  and  separate. 

Combined  nod  separate. 

Combined  and  separate. 

Combined  and  separate. 

Separate. 

Separate. 

Separate. 

Separate. 

Separate 

Separate. 

Separate. 

Separate. 

Separate. 

Separate. 

Separate. 
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I 

The  north  metropolitaD  sewerage  district  was  established  in  1889,  and 
the  works  were  completed  and  first  operated  in  1895.  Sewerage  systems 
existed  in  Cambridge,  Somerville,  Chelsea,  Charlestown  and  East  Boston, 
and  in  some  other  parts  of  the  district,  for  many  years  before  the  metroix)!- 
itan  system  was  built ;  and  the  sewage  from  the  places  mentioned  was  dis- 
charged at  numerous  outlets  into  the  Charles  and  Mystic  rivers  and  the 
harbor  or  their  tributaries. 

In  the  cade  of  this  system,  as  in  that  of  the  Boston  main  drainage  sys- 
tem, it  was  impracticable  to  build  sewers  of  sufficient  size  to  remove  all 
the  sewage  and  storm  water  from  the  areas  served  by  combined  systems, 
and  provision  was  made  for  taking  all  of  the  flow  of  sewage  in  dry  weather 
and  a  portion  of  the  excess  of  flow  caused  by  rain  in  wet  weather,  allowing 
the  further  excess  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  works  to  discharge  at  the  old 
sewer  outlets,  or  at  outlets  provided  for  the  purpose.  In  towns  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  district  served  by  separate  systems  of  sewers  such  outlets 
are  unnecessary,  and  local  outlets  do  not  exist. 

In  East  Boston  and  Chelsea  there  are  several  outlets  at  which  sewage  is 
discharged  continuously. 

Description  of  Main  Outlet  of  the  North  Metropolitan  Sewerage 

System. 

The  main  sewer  outlet  of  the  north  metropolitan  sewerage  system  is 
located  near  Deer  Island  Light,  on  the  outer  end  of  the  Deer  Island  bar, 
and  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  main  ship  channel  of  Boston  harbor,  where 
the  sewage  discharges  at  about  the  level  of  low  tide.  The  sewage  of  this 
district  is  not  collected  in  reservoirs,  but  is  discharged  continuously  at  all 
stages  of  the  tide. 

During  the  outgoing  tide  the  sewage  flows  to  sea  in  a  comparatively  nar- 
row stream,  less  than  half  a  mile  in  width  at  the  widest  place,  and  disap- 
pears in  comparatively  calm  weather  in  a  distance  of  a  little  over  one  and  a 
quarter  miles.  On  the  incoming  tide  the  sewage  flows  in  a  similar  stream 
in  a  westerly,  and,  toward  the  latter  end  of  the  incoming  tide,  in  a  north- 
westerly, direction,  and  near  the  time  of  high  tide  covers  a  somewhat  larger 
area  than  on  the  outgoing  tide.  At  times  of  strong  wind  sewage  from  this 
outlet  disappears  at  very  much  less  distances  from  the  outlet  than  those 
described  above. 

This  outlet  was  very  thoroughly  examined  in  the  years  1899  and  1900, 
and  the  results  of  the  examinations  are  presented  in  the  rc|)ort  upon  the 
*'  Discharge  of  Sewage  into  Boston  Harbor,"  already  referred  to. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  material  change  has  taken  place  since  that 
time  in  the  conditions  about  this  outlet,  judging  from  the  more  recent  ex- 
aminations. 

The  sewage  discharged  at  Deer  Island  spreads  over  a  smaller  area  than 
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at  Moon  Island,  and  none  of  it  approaches  any  inhabited  shore.  An  odor 
of  sewage  from  this  outlet  is  noticeable  to  persons  in  boats  or  vessels  sail- 
ing in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  outlet. 

Other  Odtlets  in  the  North  Metropolitan  Sewerage  District. 

East  Boa^on. —^  Population  in  1900,  45,756.  The  first  sewers  in  East 
Boston  were  built  many  years  ago,  and  the  combined  plan  has  been  used 
in  the  construction  of  all  the  sewers.  Nearly  all  of  the  sewers  are  now 
connected  with  the  metropolitan  sewerage  system,  but  there  are  still  about 
seven  independent  outlets,  chiefly  for  small  areas,  which  are  not  connected 
with  the  metropolitan  system.  It  appears  that  one  of  these  sewers  was 
formerly  connected  with  the  metropolitan  system,  but  was  shut  off  on  ac- 
count of  danger  from  gas  or  other  inflammable  matter,  which  finds  its  way 
into  the  local  sewer. 

Two  of  the  outlets  discharge  into  the  Chelsea  River,  one  at  the  foot  of 
Glendon  Street  and  the  other  at  the  foot  of  Putnam  Street.  Both  of  the 
areas  from  which  sewage  is  discharged  at  these  outlets  are  small.  At 
Glendon  Street  the  sewage  is  discharged  at  the  edge  of  the  street,  and  at 
low  tide  flows  across  flats  for  a  distance  of  more  than  100  feet  to  the  water. 
The  conditions  about  this  outlet  are  offensive.  The  Putnam  Street  outlet 
is  carried  to  the  end  of  a  long  wharf,  where  it  is  discharged  at  the  edge  of 
the  water  at  low  tide.  This  outlet  is  at  a  greater  distance  from  dwelling 
houses  than  the  Glendon  Street  outlet,  and  the  odors  from  it  are  probably 
not  noticeable  at  any  dwelling  house  in  the  neighborhood.  The  conditions 
are  objectionable  about  the  outlet,  however,  on  account  of  the  deposit  of 
sewage  upon  the  flats  in  its  neighborhood. 

The  principal  outlet  discharging  into  Boston  harbor  at  East  Boston  is  at 
the  easterly  end  of  Moore  Street,  where  a  sewer  discharges  under  the  nor- 
therly end  of  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad  bridge.  This 
outlet  discharges  upon  a  wide  area  of  flats  exposed  at  low  tide,  and  the 
sewage  flows  several  hundred  feet  before  reaching  the  water.  A  deposit 
of  sewage  along  the  surface  of  the  flats  about  the  outlet  renders  them  filthy 
and  offensive. 

There  is  a  small  outlet  at  the  extreme  northerly  end  of  Coleridge  Street 
which  evidently  discharges  a  very  smaU  quantity  of  sewage,  and  the  wide 
areas  of  flats  about  this  outlet  do  not  appear  to  be  very  seriously  polluted 
from  this  cause. 

There  are  three  other  small  outlets  at  the  extreme  northerly  end  of  East 
Boston,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad 
bridge.  These  outlets  discharge  into  tidal  waters  flowing  from  the  Chelsea 
River  to  the  harbor,  and  objectionable  conditions  were  not  found  in  this 
neighborhood. 

The  objectionable  sewer  outlets  in  East  Boston  could  be  abolished  by 
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connectiDg  the  sewers  with  the  metropolitan  main  sewers,  which  were  de- 
signed to  receive  the  sewage  from  all  of  the  sewers  in  the  district.  Sewers 
of  considerable  length  will  be  required  to  connect  some  of  these  outlets 
with  the  metropolitan  system. 

Chelsea, — Population  in  1900,  84,072.  The  construction  of  sewers  in 
Chelsea  was  begun  many  years  ago,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  city  is  pro- 
Tided  with  sewers  built  upon  the  combined  plan ;  but  the  separate  system 
has  been  adopted  for  the  sewerage  of  portions  of  the  city,  and  this  was  one 
of  the  first  places  in  the  State  to  employ  the  separate  system. 

The  city  is  included  in  the  north  metropolitan  sewerage  system,  and  this 
system,  with  its  branches,  is  available  for  the  removal  of  all  of  the  sewage 
excepting  the  excess  of  flow  from  the  combined  sewers  at  times  of  heavy 
rain ;  but,  notwithstanding  that  the  metropolitan  sewers  have  now  been 
available  for  many  years,  the  sewage  of  nearly  a  third  of  the  area  of  the 
city,  probably  containing  nearly  half  of  its  population,  is  discharged  directly 
into  the  adjacent  waters  at  several  outlets,  at  some  of  which  there  are  very 
offensive  nuisances  at  the  present  time. 

A  sewer  in  Spruce  Street,  which  receives  the  sewage  of  a  very  large  and 
densely  populated  section  of  the  city,  now  discharges  into  the  Island  End 
River  at  the  northerly  boundary  of  the  United  States  hospital  grounds,  op- 
posite the  works  of  the  New  England  Gas  and  Coke  Company.  There  are 
large  areas  of  flats  adjacent  to  this  sewer  outlet,  and  the  conditions  about  it 
are  extremely  foul.  There  are  no  dwelling  houses  in  its  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, but  the  locality  is  not  far  from  a  dense  population,  and  large  numbers 
of  people  use  the  unoccupied  land  about  this  outlet  as  a  pleasure  resort  in 
summer.  As  already  stated,  this  sewer  was  at  one  time  connected  with  the 
metropolitan  sewerage  system,  but  it  appears  that  the  connection  was  shut 
ofif  by  the  Chelsea  authorities  in  the  spring  of  1898. 

Another  of  the  principal  sewers  of  Chelsea  discharges  into  the  Chelsea 
River  at  the  foot  of  Pearl  Street,  under  the  northerly  end  of  the  bridge 
leading  to  Meridian  Street  in  East  Boston.  This  outlet  is  located  in  a 
densely  populated  district,  and  at  times  of  low  water  the  odor  about  the 
outlet  is  very  offensive.  A  considerable  deposit  of  sewage  has  taken  place 
in  the  neighborhood  of  this  outlet ;  but  very  little  of  this  deposit  or  of  the 
bottom  of  the  river  in  this  neighborhood  is  exposed  at  low  water,  so  that 
the  nuisance  created  is  slight,  as  compared  with  the  nuisance  at  the  Spruce 
Street  outlet  described  above.  This  nuisance  could  also  be  removed  without 
difficulty  by  discharging  the  sewage  into  the  metropolitan  sewerage  system, 
which  was  designed  to  receive  it,  and  with  which  a  connection  has  already 
been  made ;  but  this  connection  was  sealed  by  the  Metropolitan  Sewerage 
Commission  in  1898,  on  account  of  the  neglect  of  the'  Chelsea  authorities  to 
maintain  this  sewer  in  proper  condition,  and  the  connection  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  used  since  that  time. 

Opposite  the  end  of  Highland  Street  there  is  an  outlet  for  a  sewer  draio- 
ing  a  coDBiderMe  district  which  discharges  into  a  dock,  the  greater  portion 
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of  the  bottom  of  which  is  exposed  long  before  the  water  reaches  low  tide. 
The  dock  is  osed  as  a  place  of  storage  for  old  vessels  and  piles.  The  sew- 
age discharges  at  the  sea  wall  at  the  edge  of  Marginal  Street  in  a  thickly 
populated  district,  and  when  the  tide  is  low  finds  its  way  through  various 
channels  in  the  mud  to  tide  water.  Much  matter  from  the  sewage  has  de- 
posited upon  the  l)ottom  of  the  dock,  and  the  conditions  about  this  outlet 
are  extremely  offensive  at  times  of  low  tide.  This  sewer  could  evidently 
be  connected  with  the  metropolitan  sewer  in  Marginal  Street  without 
serious  difficulty  or  expense,  and  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  the  dock 
avoided. 

The  sewage  of  a  considerable  district  in  the  south-easterly  part  of  Chel- 
sea discharges  into  a  small  tidal  creek  near  the  northerly  side  of  the  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  at  Chester  Avenue,  and  finds  its  way  through  the  creek 
to  the  Chelsea  River,  a  distance  of  several  hundred  feet.  The  bottom  of 
the  creek  is  uncovered  at  times  of  low  tide,  so  that  this  outlet  is  an  open 
sewer  for  a  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  or  more.  This  outlet  is  an 
offensive  one,  but  there  is  no  considerable  population  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood.  It  could  be  discontinued  without  special  trouble  by  making 
a  connection  with  the  metropolitan  sewer  in  Eastern  Avenue,  which  crosses 
the  creek  through  which  the  sewage  now  flows. 

Sewage  from  two  small  areas,  which  are  provided  with  sewerage  upon 
the  separate  plan,  now  discharges  into  Mill  Creek  at  the  northerly  side  of 
Chelsea.  One  of  these  outlets  is  a  small  one  for  a  few  houses  along  a 
single  street,  and  the  metropolitan  sewer  now  being  constructed  to  receive 
the  sewage  of  Revere  will  soon  be  available  for  the  removal  of  sewage 
from  this  outlet.  The  remaining  outlet  into  Mill  Creek  is  located  at  a  long 
distance  from  dwellings.  It  could  be  abolished  without  difficulty  by  a  con- 
nection with  the  metropolitan  sewer,  which  this  sewer  crosses  just  above 
its  outlet.  * 

KEVERLY. 

Population  in  1900,  13,884.  The  construction  of  a  combined  system  of 
sewers  in  Beverly  was  begun  in  1894,  but  the  sewerage  system  is  probably 
used  at  the  present  time  by  only  about  1,000  people.  The  main  outlet  dis- 
charges into  Beverly  harbor  east  of  Stone  Street  about  700  feet  from  the 
shore,  and  at  the  times  it  has  been  examined  the  presence  of  the  sewage 
was  not  noticeable.  Much  of  the  sewage  of  the  easterly  portion  of  the 
city,  including  that  from  several  factories,  employing  in  the  aggregate 
about  1,000  operatives,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  railroad  station  is  dis- 
charged into  a  system  of  storm- water  drains  which  has  an  outlet  into  a 
small  tributary  of  the  Bass  River  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  eastern  division 
of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  just  south  of  the  junction  with  the 
Gloucester  branch.  The  conditions  about  this  outlet  were  objectionable 
at  the  time  it  was  examined,  and  an  odor  from  the  sewage  was  noticeable 
in  the  vicinity.    A  proper  outlet  for  this  sewage  bV\ou\&  V^e  ^to\\^^^. 
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FAIRHAVEN. ' 

PopulatioD  Id  1900,  3,567.  The  towo  of  FairhaveD  is  located  od  the 
easterly  shore  of  New  Bedford  harbor,  and  sewers  were  first  constracted  in 
1891,  and  have  been  extended  through  the  greater  portion  of  the  main  vW- 
lage.  It  is  estimated  that  about  1,500  persons  are  connected  with  the 
sewers.  Sewage  from  the  main  portion  of  tlie  system,  which  was  con- 
structed in  1895,  is  collected  in  a  system  of  separate  sewers,  and  pumped 
by  means  of  compressed  air  to  an  outlet  at  the  end  of  Union  Wharf  in  New 
Bedford  harbor.  This  outlet  is  apparently  completely  submerged  at  all 
times,  and  objectionable  odors  from  it  are  probably  not  noticeable  except- 
ing to  those  who  use  the  wharf.  There  is  only  one  storm-water  drain  in 
this  area,  storm  water  being  allowed  to  flow  through  the  gutters  to  the 
nearest  water  courses. 

In  1900  the  south  side  sewer,  so  called,  was  constructed,  and  discharges 
at  the  wharf  of  the  Atlas  Tack  Company  into  deep  water.  The  system 
draining  to  this  outlet  is  constructed  on  the  combined  plan,  and  drains  a 
territory  of  about  80  acres,  in  which  there  is  a  population  of  about  500. 
A  littl(9  over  one-fifth  of  the  dwelling  houses  are  connected  with  the  sewers. 
The  outlet  is  not  objectionable.  At  about  the  time  this  system  was  com- 
pleted a  drain  was  constructed  in  the  new  boulevard,  which  discharges  at 
an  outlet  under  the  Fairhaven  and  New  Bedford  bridge.  This  drain  was 
built  primarily  for  surface  water,  and  the  outlet  is  not  an  objectionable  one 
for  this  purpose. 

FALL   RIVER. 

Population  in  1900,  104,863.  The  city  of  Fall  River  is  situated  on  the 
easterly  shore  of  Mount  Hope  Bay,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Taunton  River,  be- 
tween the  bay  and  the  Watuppa  lakes.  The  Quequechan  River,  the  outlet 
of  these  lakes,  flows  down  to  the  bay  through  the  central  portion  of  the 
city.  The  natural  drainage  of  most  of  the  city  is  toward  Mount  Hope  Bay, 
but  the  central  portions  drain  toward  the  Quequechan  River,  and  part  of 
the  densely  populated  portions  is  on  the  slope  toward  the  North  and  South 
Watuppa  lakes.  The  main  sewer  outlets  discharge  into  the  Taunton  River 
and  Mount  Hope  Bay. 

Sewers  were  first  built  in  Fall  River  about  fifty  years  ago,  but  only  about 
three  miles  had  been  constructed  previous  to  1873,  most  of  which  were  in- 
tended for  the  removal  of  storm  water.  A  general  system  was  designed  in 
1873,  and  has  been  constructed  and  gradually  extended  since  that  time. 
At  the  present  time  nearly  all  of  the  thickly  settled  portions  of  the  city  are 
provided  with  sewers  constructed  on  the  combined  plan,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  the  sewers  are  used  by  about  75,000  persons. 

In  the  portion  of  the  city  draining  toward  the  Quequechan  River  there  are 
several  separate  storm-water  drains  discharging  into  the  river ;  and  some  of 
the  sewers  in  this  portion  of  the  city  are  intended  for  sewage  only,  and  only 
a  few  c&tcb'boBinB  are  connected  with  them^  chiefly  for  flashing  porposet. 
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There  are  four  storm-water  overflows  through  which  sewage  and  storm 
water  are  discharged  at  times  of  rain,  one  discharging  into  the  Quequechan 
River  at  Quequechan  Street,  another  into  the  Quequechan  River  at  Plymouth 
Avenue,  a  third  into  the  Quequechan  River  under  Rock  Street  bridge,  and 
a  fourth  discharging  into  ^^  The  Creek,"  so  called,  —  a  part  of  the  Queque- 
chan River,  near  its  mouth.  A  small  quantity  of  sewage  is  also  discharged 
continuously  at  the  latter  place.     . 

About  one-third  of  the  fifty  mills  in  Fall  River  are  connected  with  the 
city  sewers,  while  the  remainder  discharge  their  sewage  through  private 
drains  into  South  Watuppa  Lake,  the  Quequechan  River  and  the  harbor. 
There  is  also  a  large  quantity  of  sewage  discharged  through  other  private 
drains  into  the  waters  about  the  city. 

The  sewage  from  the  city  sewers  is  discharged  into  the  Taunton  River 
and  Mount  Hope  Bay,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Taunton  River,  through  ten  out- 
lets between  the  northerly  and  southerly  ends  of  the  city,  the  distance  be- 
tween the  extreme  outlets  being  about  three  and  one-half  miles. 

With  three  exceptions  there  are  objectionable  conditions  at  all  of  the  Fall 
River  sewer  outlets  at  the  present  time,  and  several  of  them  in  the  southerly 
portion  of  the  city  discharge  at  a  considerable  distance  back  from  high 
water,  and  the  sewage  flows  in  an  open  stream  a  distance,  in  some  cases, 
of  several  hundred  feet  to  Mount  Hope  Bay.  Provision  appears  to  have 
been  made  for  the  extension  of  two  of  the  most  objectionable  of  these  out- 
lets —  the  Globe,  or  Riverview,  Street  outlet  and  the  Birch  Street  outlet  — 
to  the  bay.* 

There  is  a  good  current  with  each  tide  through  the  Taunton  River  and 
Mount  Hope  Bay  opposite  the  city,  and  the  width  of  the  river  at  the  nar- 
rowest point  opposite  the  city  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  while  the  width  of 
the  bay  at  the  southerly  end  of  the  city  is  about  one  mile.  The  sewer  out- 
lets, however,  are  so  close  to  shore  that  the  sewage  from  all  of  them  moves 
along  the  shore  in  the  direction  of  the  tidal  flow,  allowing  matters  from  the 
sewage  to  deposit  as  the  tide  recedes.  These  objectionable  conditions 
could  probably  be  obviated  by  extending  the  sewers  to  points  of  discharge 
beneath  the  water  at  a  sufficient  distance  from  the  shore  so  that  the  sewage 
would  become  thoroughly  diluted  before  reaching  the  shore.  The  excess 
of  flow  of  mingled  sewage  and  storm  water  during  rains  might  be  allowed 
to  discharge  at  the  edge  of  the  water  without  causing  serious  objection. 

It  is  also  desirable  that  all  private  drains  now  discharging  through  private 
outlets  should  discharge  into  the  city  sewers. 

Description  of  Sewer  Outlets. 

Cove  Street  Outlet.  —  Located  at  the  southerly  entrance  to  Brightman's 
Cove,  approximately  at  low  tide,  and  sewage  from  the  outlet  is  carried  by 
the  tide  into  the  cove,  in  which  there  is  an  area  of  about  four  acres  of  flats 

*  TIm  ezteodoo  of  the  Riverview  Street  outlet  wm  cooipleied  towMd  \.Yi«  «a4  ot  \.Yi\%  i«m  . 
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exposed  at  low  water.  This  outlet  originally  discharged  into  the  cove,  but 
was  sabsequently  extended  a  distance  of  200  feet,  so  as  to  discharge  at  the 
outlet  to  the  cove.  A  bar  has  been  formed  near  the  mouth  of  the  sewer  by 
material  brought  down  at  times  of  storms,  and  this  bar  is  exposed  at  low 
water.  There  are  no  dwelling  houses  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  but 
there  are  noticeable  odors  from  the  flats  when  they  are  not  covered  with 
water. 

Brightman  Street  Outlet.  —  Located  at  the  edge  of  low-water  mark,  on  a 
rocky  and  gravelly  shore,  and  matters  from  the  sewage  collect  among  the 
rocks  along  the  shore  for  a  considerable  distance  on  both  sides  of  the  out- 
let, making  the  shore  offensive  at  times  of  low  water.  The  shore  near  this 
outlet  is  thickly  populated.  This  outlet  formerly  discharged  farther  back 
from  low  water,  but  was  extended  to  its  present  location  in  1900. 

President  Avenue  Outlet,  —  Located  beneath  a  wharf.  The  conditions 
about  it  were  not  offensive  at  the  time  it  was  examined.  It  appears  that 
deposits  of  gravel  and  sand  brought  down  by  the  sewer  take  place  here, 
and  have  to  be  removed  from  time  to  time  by  dredging. 

City  Wharf  Outlet.  —  Located  beneath  the  city  wharf.  The  conditions 
about  it  do  not  appear  to  be  objectionable  at  the  present  time. 

Ferry  Street  Outlet.  —  This  outlet,  the  largest  in  the  city,  is  located  under 
the  wharf  at  Ferry  Street,  having  been  extended  in  1898  from  a  point  nearer 
shore.  The  incoming  tide  carries  the  sewage  into  the  old  ferry  slip  near  by, 
and  greatly  discolors  the  water  for  a  long  distance.  South  of  the  outlet 
there  is  a  beach  along  which  there  are  numerous  boat  houses,  and  on  the 
outgoing  tide  the  sewage  is  carried  along  the  shore  in  front  of  this  beach, 
creating  objectionable  conditions. 

William  Street  Outlet.  —  This  outlet  discharges  under  the  Newport  branch 
of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad,  and  the  sewage  finds 
its  way  through  an  open  channel  to  the  river,  which  it  joins  near  the 
southerly  end  of  the  beach  referred  to  above.  On  the  incoming  tide  this 
sewage  flows  along  the  edge  of  the  beach.  The  outlet  itself  is  a  very  objec- 
tionable one,  and  causes  a  serious  nuisance  in  the  neighborhood. 

Middle  Street  Outlet.  — This  outlet  is  also  located  at  the  edge  of  the  rail- 
road, and  the  sewage  flows  in  an  open  stream  to  the  beach.  The  sewage  is 
highly  colored  by  dyes,  and  the  odor  is  very  offensive.  Just  below  the  out- 
let is  a  pool  of  sewage  and  sludge. 

Riverview  Street  Outlet.  —  This  outlet  is  located  at  the  foot  of  a  steep  bluff 
above  high-water  mark,  and  the  sewage  flows  across  the  beach  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  several  boat  houses  to  Mount  Hope  Bay.  The  outlet  is  a  very 
foul  one,  like  those  of  William  Street  and  Middle  Street.  In  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  this  outlet  was  extended,  so  that  the  sewage  now  discharges 
into  the  bay  through  an  iron  pipe  below  low  water. 

Birch  Street  Outlet.  —  This  outlet  is  located  in  Happy  Hollow,  bo  called, 
700  to  800  feet  from  the  sea,  into  which  the  sewage  finds  its  way  throagh 
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an  open  channel.  The  ontlet  is  an  extremely  offensive  one,  but  it  is  located 
close  to  a  rendering  works,  which  is  also  offensive.  A  separate  sewer 
conveys  the  wastes  from  the  rendering  works  to  the  sea  beyond  low  tide. 

Mount  Hope  Avenue  Outlet. — This  outlet  is  under  construction,  but  is 
not  yet  complete. 

GLOUCESTER. 

Population  in  1900,  26,121.  There  is  no  general  system  of  sewerage  in 
the  city  of  Gloucester,  but  a  system  of  drainage,  built  primarily  for  the 
removal  of  storm  water,  is  used  for  the  removal  of  sewage  from  a  large 
number  of  buildings  in  the  central  portion  of  the  city.  It  is  estimated  that 
there  are  about  1,000  buildings  from  which  sewage  is  now  discharged  into 
these  various  drains. 

The  principal  outlet  is  a  40-inch  brick  drain,  which  discharges  through 
the  sea  wall  at  Pavilion  Beach,  about  900  feet  east  of  the  mouth  of  the 
canal  leading  to  Squam  River,  and  between  high  and  low  water  mark.  The 
drainage  flows  across  the  beach,  and  has  a  disagreeable  odor.  A  24-inch 
pipe  drain  and  several  smaller  drains  empty  through  the  sea  wall  between 
high  and  low  water  into  Vincent's  Cove.  The  bottom  of  this  cove  is  a 
mud  flat  exposed  at  low  water,  and  the  sewage  finds  its  way  across  these 
flats  to  the  water.  The  flats  were  very  offensive  when  visited.  These  out- 
lets are  objectionable,  and  a  proper  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  dis* 
posal  is  badly  needed  for  the  densely  populated  portions  of  Gloucester. 

HINGHAM. 

Population  in  1900,  5,059.  There  is  no  general  system  of  sewerage  in 
the  main  portion  of  the  town  of  Hingham,  but  there  is  a  system  for  the 
disposal  of  the  sewage  of  a  summer  settlement  at  Crow  Point. 

The  system  at  Crow  Point  is  constructed  on  the  separate  plan,  and  dis- 
charges into  a  small  channel  several  hundred  feet  from  shore.  Extensive 
areas  of  flats  are  exposed  at  low  tide  in  the  vicinity  of  the  outlet,  but  it  is 
not  objectionable  at  the  present  time. 

HULL. 

Population  in  1900,  1,703.  This  population  represents  the  population 
living  in  the  town  throughout  the  year.  During  two  months  in  summer  the 
population  is  very  greatly  increased,  and  a  large  number  of  cottages  and 
hotels  are  occupied  during  July  and  August  which  are  unoccupied  during 
the  remaining  months  of  the  year.  On  Sundays  and  holidays  in  the  sum* 
mer  season  there  are  often  many  thousands  of  people  at  Nantasket  Beach 
and  other  places  along  the  shore,  in  the  town. 

The  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  sea  at  five  separate  outlets,  the  first  of 
which  was  constructed  in  1885.  The  oldest  system  receives  the  sewage 
from  about  150  cottages,  from  Hotel  Pemberton  and  the  Oregon  House,  the 
population  of  which  in  summer  probably  amounts  to  about  1^2QQ»    T\i^ 
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system  also  receives  storm  water.  The  outlet  is  located  below  low  water 
at  Hull  Gut,  and  examinations  fail  to  show  any  evidence  of  the  presence 
of  sewage  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  next  system  is  a  small  one,  for  sewage  only,  discharging  at  Stony 
Beach,  and  there  are  at  present  about  12  houses  and  the  various  buildings 
at  Fort  Revere  connected  with  the  sewer.  The  outlet  is  beyond  the  limit 
of  low  water,  and  no  evidence  of  the  sewage  was  noticeable  in  the  neigh- 
borhood at  the  time  the  outlet  was  examined. 

The  third  outlet  is  located  at  Point  Allerton,  where  there  is  a  system  of 
sewers  constructed  on  the  separate  plan,  which  receives  the  sewage  of  about 
300  people.  The  outlet  is  at  low  tide,  at  the  outer  edge  of  a  rocky  beach 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  cottages ;  and,  while  slight  evidences  of 
sewage  have  been  noted  here,  the  conditions  have  not  been  found  objec- 
tionable. 

The  next  principal  outlet  is  near  the  southerly  end  of  the  town,  at  Atlan- 
tic Hill,  and  receives  the  sewage  of  about  60  houses  and  the  Atlantic 
House,  containing  in  summer  probably  800  people.  The  outlet  was  for- 
merly carried  to  deep  water,  but  the  pipe  has  been  broken  by  the  action  of 
the  waves,  and  the  sewage  now  discharges  among  the  rocks  at  the  edge  of 
low  water,  where  it  discolors  the  water  of  a  small  area  about  the  outlet,  bat 
otherwise  is  not  objectionable. 

The  fifth  outlet  is  located  near  Green  Hill,  and  discharges  the  sewage 
from  about  a  dozen  houses  into  deep  water,  where  the  presence  of  the  sew- 
age is  not  noticeable. 

Several  hotels  and  other  buildings  on  Nantasket  Beach  discharge  their 
sewage  through  private  drains  upon  the  flats  on  the  westerly  side  of  the 
beach  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  steamboat  wharf.  There  are  large  areas 
of  flats  exposed  at  low  water  in  this  neighborhood,  but  these  outlets  have 
not  thus  far  been  noticeably  offensive  when  examined. 

LYNN. 
Population  in  1900,  68,513.  The  sewers  of  the  city  of  Lynn  have  been 
built  from  time  to  time  since  about  the  year  1870,  and  at  the  present  time 
there  are  about  50,000  persons  connected  with  them.  In  1885  a  system  of 
intercepting  sewers  was  begun,  to  collect  the  sewage  at  one  main  outlet. 
These  intercepters  were  completed  in  1892,  and  now  discharge  at  a  single 
outlet  in  Lynn  harbor.  A  very  small  area  is  provided  with  sewers  upon  the 
separate  plan.  There  are  two  storm- water  overflows  from  the  intercepting 
sewers,  through  which  a  portion  of  the  flow  of  the  sewers  is  discharged  at 
times  of  rain  ;  one  being  located  at  Ingalls  Avenue,  and  discharging  sewage 
and  storm  water  into  Stacy's  Brook,  which  flows  into  the  sea  at  the  south- 
erly end  of  the  town  of  Swampscott ;  and  the  other  at  Market  Avenue  and 
Box  Place,  discharging  into  the  harbor.  There  are  said  to  be  a  few  drains 
for  storm  water  only,  the  outlets  for  which  have  not  been  located. 
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Nearly  all  of  the  factories  of  the  city  discharge  into  the  sewers,  the  larg- 
est coDtribators  of  manafactaring  waste  being  the  morocco  shops.  There 
are  six  large  establishments  of  this  kind  in  the  city  where  the  entire  process 
of  tanning  is  carried  on,  and  waste  water  from  liming,  tanning  and  dyeing, 
amounting  from  10,000  to  60,000  gallons  per  day  from  each  factory  re- 
quires disposal.  The  wastes  from  five  of  these  factories  are  discharged  into 
the  sewers,  but  the  waste  from  one  of  the  factories  is  discharged  into  a 
small  stream.  Nearly  all  of  the  principal  shoe  shops  of  the  city  are  con- 
nected with  the  sewers. 

The  main  outfall  sewer  consists  of  two  rectangular  box  sewers,  each  8 
feet  high  and  4  feet  wide.  The  outlet  is  located  1,600  feet  from  shore, 
at  the  end  of  a  long,  wooden  pier,  and  is  about  at  the  edge  of  ordinary 
low  tide.  At  time  of  low  neap  tides  the  flats  are  exposed  beyond  the  out- 
let. The  box  sewer  is  not  tight,  and  at  times  nearly  the  entire  flow  of 
sewage  is  discharged  at  various  points  along  the  sewer.  A  channel  30  to 
50  feet  in  width  has  been  excavated  on  each  side  of  the  box  sewer,  and 
this  channel  at  low  water  is  generally  filled  with  sewage  which  leaks  from 
the  sewer,  or  backs  up  from  the  outlet. 

Observations  of  the  movement  of  sewage  from  this  outlet  at  several 
times,  with  the  assistance  of  floats  and  analyses  of  the  waters  about  the 
outlet,  show  that  on  the  outgoing  tide,  with  light  winds,  sewage  flows 
southerly  and  easterly  to  the  main  channel  of  the  harbor ;  but  the  move* 
ment  of  the  sewage  is  greatly  influenced  by  the  wind,  and  with  strong 
winds,  even  on  the  outgoing  tide,  the  sewage  is  driven  toward  the  shore, 
and  remains  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  outlet.  On  the  incoming  tide  the 
sewage  is  carried  toward  the  shore,  and  with  easterly  or  southerly  winds  is 
carried  up  to  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  factories  and  dwelling  houses. 

The  flats  all  about  this  outlet  in  the  upper  end  of  the  harbor  are  very  foul 
from  sewage  deposits,  and  give  off  a  very  offensive  odor  at  times  of  low 
water.  It  is  planned  to  extend  the  outlet  to  a  greater  distance  from  shore 
at  some  future  time.  The  conditions  about  this  outlet  are  very  objectionable. 

NAHANT. 

Population  in  1900,  1,152.  The  construction  of  a  system  of  sewerage 
in  Nahant  was  begun  in  1882,  and  at  the  present  time  the  system  is  avail- 
able to  practically  the  whole  population  of  the  town.  The  population  in 
the  summer  is  very  much  larger  than  shown  by  the  census  returns,  since 
this  town  is  largely  a  summer  resort.  The  system  is  built  on  the  separate 
plan,  although  about  nine  catch-basins  are  said  to  be  connected  with  it 
in  various  parts  of  the  town.  There  are  a  few  private  sewers,  chiefly 
from  small  hotels  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bass  Point. 

There  are  eight  sewer  outlets  discharging  into  the  sea,  well  below  low 
water,  at  various  points  about  the  peninsula,  and  no  nuisance  or  offensive 
odor  has  been  found  about  any  of  these  outlets  in  the  examinations  thus  f«x 
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lets,  perhaps  thirty  in  all,  which  discharge  into  the  river  at  various  points. 
No  sewage  is  admitted  to  these  drains,  and  the  outlets  examined  were  not 
objectionable. 

The  sewage  is  brought  to  a  single  outlet  at  Lower  Long  Wharf,  so 
called,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  city,  the  outlet  being  located  at  low  water, 
about  200  feet  from  the  shore  at  high  water,  and  in  a  channel  inside  of 
Half-tide  Rocks,  about  half  a  mile  below  the  bridge  from  Newburyport  to 
Salisbury.  About  this  outlet  and  for  a  long  distance  below  there  are  ex- 
tensive flats  exposed  at  low  water ;  but  very  little  evidence  of  the  sewage 
from  this  outlet  is  noticeable  in  this  neighborhood,  and  the  outlet  is  not 
offensive  to  those  living  near  the  shore.  A  small  amount  of  factory  waste 
is  discharged  directly  into  the  river,  but  the  effect  of  this  sewage  is  not 
noticeable. 

PLYMOUTH. 

Population  in  1900,  9,592.  The  town  is  situated  on  the  shore  of  Plym- 
outh Bay,  and  the  sewage  is  discharged  into  Plymouth  harbor  through  sev- 
eral outlets.  The  construction  of  a  sewerage  system  was  begnn  in  1893. 
The  sewers  of  the  main  system  for  the  central  portion  of  the  town  are  con- 
structed with  a  view  to  excluding  storm  water ;  but  there  are  at  present 
five  catch-basins  through  which  rain  water  is  discharged  into  the  sewers, 
and  many  houses  have  their  roofs  connected  with  the  sewers. 

The  main  outlet  is  located  about  1 ,200  feet  from  shore,  at  a  point  in  the 
harbor  where  the  water  is  9  feet  in  depth  at  low  tide.  Sewage  is  discharged 
continually  from  this  outlet,  and  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  complaint 
with  regard  to  it  at  the  present  time.  The  sewage  is  ordinarily  visible  over 
a  small  area  of  the  water  immediately  about  the  outlet.  No  odor  or  other 
effect  of  the  sewage  is  noticeable  anywhere  along  the  shore,  and  the  outlet 
is  probably  not  objectionable  excepting  to  those  using  boats  anchored  in  its 
immediate  neighborhood. 

There  are  two  other  outlets  for  sewers  from  the  main  portion  of  the  town, 
located  at  the  shore  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  railroad  station.  These 
outlets  are  not  carried  out  to  the  water  at  low  tide.  The  southerly  one, 
however,  discharges  near  low  water,  and  was  not  very  offensive  when 
visited,  though  some  odor  from  it  was  noticeable  in  the  neighborhood. 
The  more  northerly  of  these  two  outlets  discharges  near  high  water,  and 
the  sewage  flows  in  streams  across  the  beach  to  low  water.  The  conditions 
about  this  outlet  are  very  objectionable. 

In  the  northerly  part  of  the  town  there  is  a  private  system  of  sewerage, 
receiving  sewage  from  a  large  number  of  houses  and  from  a  cordage  works, 
and  discharging  upon  the  flats  a  considerable  distance  above  low  water, 
though  the  outlet  is  covered  at  high  water.  The  flats  about  this  outlet  are 
very  foul,  but  the  offence  is  not  noticeable  on  the  shore  in  the  neighbor- 
hood at  the  present  time.     A  beach  in  the  neighborhood  is  used  for  bathing. 
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REVERB. 

PopalatioD  id  1900,  10,395.  The  popalation  of  this  town  is  temporarily 
increased  each  sammer  by  the  presence  of  great  numbers  of  people  at  Revere 
Beach  and  elsewhere  along  the  sea  shore  within  the  town  limits. 

Sewers  were  first  built  in  Revere  about  fifteen  years  ago,  and  at  the  pres- 
ent time  the  sewage  of  the  central  portions  of  the  town  is  collected  mainly 
into  two  separate  systems  of  sewers. 

The  principal  system  for  the  central  portion  of  the  town  discharges  into 
Sales  Creek,  not  far  from  the  Revere  station  on  the  eastern  division  of  the 
Boston  &  Maine  Railroad.  There  is  a  considerable  area  of  fiats  about  this 
outlet  which  is  exposed  at  low  water,  and  the  odor  is  offensive.  There  are 
no  houses  within  several  hundred  feet  of  the  outlet,  so  that  the  odors  are 
not  at  present  noticeable  at  dwelling  houses  in  this  region. 

The  sewage  from  a  part  of  Revere  Beach  and  from  the  Beachmont  dis- 
trict in  the  south-easterly  part  of  the  town  is  discharged  at  an  outlet  into 
the  sea  about  2,500  feet'  from  shore,  near  the  southerly  end  of  Revere 
Beach.  The  sewage  is  received  into  a  tank,  from  which  it  discharges 
on  the  outgoing  tide  and  in  the  earlier  portion  of  the  incoming  tide.  The 
presence  of  the  sewage  is  noticeable  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
the  outlet,  chiefiy  by  the  discoloration  of  the  water ;  but  no  odor  or  other 
evidence  of  sewage  has  thus  far  been  observed  upon  the  shores  at  Re- 
vere Beach  or  elsewhere  in  the  neighborhood  when  this  outlet  has  been 
examined. 

There  is  also  a  minor  outlet  into  Mill  Creek  near  Broadway,  at  which  a 
small  quantity  of  sewage  is  discharged. 

Plans  are  now  being  made  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  Revere  into 
the  metropolitan  sewerage  system,  and  a  metropolitan  branch  sewer  is  being 
constructed  to  receive  this  sewage.  These  works  are  likely  to  be  completed 
within  two  years,  and  the  further  dischai*ge  of  sewage  at  local  outlets  in 
Revere  will  probably  be  discontinued. 

SALEM. 

Population  in  1900,  35,956.  The  principal  portion  of  the  city  is  situated 
on  a  narrow  peninsula,  between  the  North  River  and  Salem  harbor,  and  the 
remaining  portion  on  the  north-westerly  side  of  the  North  River,  in  the  dis- 
trict known  ad  North  Salem. 

The  construction  of  sewers  in  Salem  was  begun  many  years  ago.  The 
present  system  was  begun  in  1868,  and  9  miles  of  sewers  were  in  use 
in  1877.  In  1895  there  were  about  40  miles  of  sewers  in  the  city,  and  at  the 
present  time  sewers  have  been  extended  to  practically  all  of  the  thickly 
settled  portions  of  the  city.  The  sewers  are  constructed  upon  the  combined 
plan,  and  receive  both  sewage  and  storm  water. 
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Nearly  all  of  the  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  North  River  or  into  Salem 
harbor,  bat  there  are  a  few  outlets  discharging  into  the  South  River,  an  arm 
of  Salem  harbor,  having  a  small  water-shed. 

The  North  River  is  grossly  polluted  by  manufacturing  wastes,  consiating 
<^hiefiy  of  wastes  from  tanneries  in  the  city  of  Salem  and  town  of  Peabody, 
and  by  domestic  sewage  from  the  city  of  Salem ;  and  the  odor  from  the 
stream  and  from  the  mud  flats  in  the  lower  part  of  its  course  which  are 
exposed  at  low  water  is  extremely  offensive  for  a  long  distance  from  the 
stream. 

Eight  sewer  outlets  have  been  located,  discharging  into  North  River  at 
the  North  Street  bridge  and  above  as  far  as  the  boundary  line  of  the  town 
of  Peabody,  and  two  large  sewer  outlets  into  the  estuary  of  North  River 
below  the  North  Street  bridge,  one  opposite  Howard  Street  and  another 
opposite  Dearborn  Street. 

The  outlets  into  the  walled  portion  of  North  River  are  not  noticeable  od 
account  of  the  great  pollution  of  the  river  from  other  sources.  The  outlet 
opposite  the  extension  of  Howard  Street  discharges  into  a  large  pool  in 
the  North  River  flats  which  are  exposed  at  low  tide,  and  the  outlet  at  Dear- 
born Street  also  discharges  upon  the  flats  on  the  opposite  or  north-westerly 
side  of  the  stream.  These  are  very  objectionable  outlets,  but  the  naisanoe 
caused  by  the  deposits  of  filth  from  the  North  River  on  these  flats  \b  bo 
great  that  the  Increased  nuisance  due  to  these  two  outlets  is  probably  not 
noticeable. 

There  are  five  principal  outlets  into  Salem  harbor,  four  of  which  are 
located  in  the  neighborhood  of  Palmer's  Cove,  at  the  southerly  end  of  the 
oity.  These  four  outlets  discharge  through  wooden  flumes,  running  oat  to 
the  neighborhood  of  low  tide ;  but,  since  these  flumes  are  leaky,  much  sew- 
age is  discharged  between  high  and  low  tide,  and  flows  over  the  flats  exposed 
at  low  water.  These  outlets  are  all  of  them  objectionable,  and  the  odors 
from  the  flats  in  this  neighborhood  are  very  offensive.  There  is  a  large 
population  living  on  the  shore  in  the  neighborhood  of  these  outlets. 

The  outlet  which  discharges  the  largest  quantity  of  sewage  is  located  in 
a  cove  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  coal  wharf. 
This  outlet  is  an  objectionable  one,  and  there  is  a  great  deposit  of  sewage 
in  its  neighborhood,  but  there  are  no  dwelling  houses  within  500  feet  or 
more  of  the  outlet.  In  addition  to  these  outlets  there  are  several  smaller 
outlets  into  Salem  harbor. 

Tiierc  are  eight  sewer  outlets  discharging  into  the  South  River.  This 
stream  flows  in  a  walled  channel  in  the  upper  portion  of  its  course,  and 
from  a  point  near  the  railroad  station  it  flows  in  a  covered  channel  across 
the  southerly  portion  of  the  city  to  Salem  harbor.     Most  of  the  outlets  dis- 

arge  into  the  walled  or  covered  portion,  while  the  remaining  ones  dis- 
e  into  the  deeper  water  near  the  mouth  of  the  river.  These  outlets 
y  pollute  the  river  near  its  outlet. 
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SUMMARY. 

lie  objectioDable  conditions  caused  by  sewer  outlets  may  be  divided 
two  classes :  (1)  cases  in  which  the  quantity  of  sewage  is  so  great  in 
ortion  to  the  quantity  of  water  with  which  it  is  mingled  that  the  water 
ndered  offensive ;  and  (2)  those  in  which  the  objectionable  conditions 
caused  by  faulty  construction  or  location  of  the  outlet  itself, 
le  objectionable  conditions  caused  by  the  discharge  of  an  excessive 
itity  of  sewage  into  a  body  of  water  are  few  among  those  outlets  which 
large  into  the  sea. 

t  Moon  Island,  where  the  quantity  of  sewage  discharged  is  rapidly 
oaching  the  capacity  of  the  works  for  conveying  it  to  the  outlet  and 
capacity  of  the  tidal  currents  into  which  it  is  discharged,  the  sea  water 
k  distance  of  a  mile  or  more  from  the  outlet  is  rendered  offensive  by  the 
Lge  for  about  two  hours  after  each  discharge,  but  the  sewage  quickly 
3pears  after  the  discharge  ceases.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  high- 
sewer,  now  under  construction,  much  of  the  sewage  discharged  at  this 
It  will  be  conveyed  to  the  new  outlet  at  Peddock's  Island. 
t  Salem  the  water  of  the  North  River,  into  which  a  great  quantity  of 
lge  and  manufacturing  wastes  is  discharged,  is  rendered  extremely 
isive ;  but  the  effect  of  the  pollution  disappears  rapidly  in  the  tidal 
iry  into  which  the  stream  fiows,  so  that  the  water  in  the  lower  part  of 
istuary  is  not  noticeably  objectionable,  but  the  flats  in  this  estuary  are 
offensive  when  exposed. 

milarly,  at  New  Bedford  the  water  of  the  Acushnet  River  near  its 
ince  to  the  harbor  is  greatly  polluted  by  the  sewer  outlets ;  but,  except 
the  New  Bedford  shore,  the  harbor  water  is  not  noticeably  objection- 
In  Clark's  Cove  also  the  effect  on  the  water  of  the  cove  is  confined 
e  extreme  upper  end. 

outlets  which  are  objectionable  on  account  of  construction  or  location 
e  outlet  there  is  a  very  large  number. 

le  results  of  the  examinations  of  sewer  outlets  into  the  sea  or  harbors 
her  arms  of  the  sea  show  in  general  that,  when  the  outlets  are  located 
ep  water,  where  they  are  submerged  at  all  times,  noticeable  deposits 
wage  rarely  take  place ;  and  an  odor  from  the  sewage  is  rarely  notice- 
at  any  considerable  distance  from  the  outlet,  even  in  cases  where  the 
iment  of  the  water  is  slow,  provided  the  water  is  changed  regularly  by 
novement  of  the  tides.  Where  outlets  discharge  into  considerable 
currents  well  away  from  shores  or  from  flats  exposed  at  low  water, 
sewage  is  quickly  removed  and  dispersed,  and  evidences  of  it  do  not 
mulate  about  the  outlet. 

nong  the  outlets  where  objectionable  conditions  have  not  been  found 

be  mentioned  the  outlet  of  the  north  metropolitan  sewerage  system  at 

Island,  which  has  now   been   in  use   for  eight  years,  where  from 
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Nearly  all  of  the  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  North  River  or  iato  Salem 
harbor,  bat  there  are  a  few  oatlets  discharging  into  the  Soath  River,  an  arm 
of  Salem  harbor,  having  a  small  water-shed. 

The  North  River  is  grossly  polluted  by  manaf actaring  wastes,  consisting 
<^hiefly  of  wastes  from  tanneries  in  the  city  of  Salem  and  town  of  Peabody, 
and  by  domestic  sewage  from  the  city  of  Salem ;  and  the  odor  from  the 
stream  and  from  the  mad  flats  in  the  lower  part  of  its  coarse  which  are 
exposed  at  low  water  is  extremely  offensive  for  a  long  distance  from  the 
stream. 

Eight  sewer  outlets  have  been  located,  discharging  into  North  River  at 
the  North  Street  bridge  and  above  as  far  as  the  boundary  line  of  the  town 
of  Peabody,  and  two  large  sewer  outlets  into  the  estuary  of  North  River 
below  the  North  Street  bridge,  one  opposite  Howard  Street  and  another 
opposite  Dearborn  Street. 

The  outlets  into  the  walled  portion  of  North  River  are  not  noticeable  on 
account  of  the  great  pollution  of  the  river  from  other  sources.  The  outlet 
opposite  the  extension  of  Howard  Street  discharges  into  a  large  pool  in 
the  North  River  flats  which  are  exposed  at  low  tide,  and  the  outlet  at  Dear- 
born Street  also  discharges  upon  the  flats  on  the  opposite  or  north-westerly 
side  of  the  stream.  These  are  very  objectionable  outlets,  but  the  nuisance 
caused  by  the  deposits  of  filth  from  the  North  River  on  these  flats  is  so 
great  that  the  increased  nuisance  due  to  these  two  outlets  is  probably  not 
noticeable. 

There  are  five  principal  outlets  into  Salem  harbor,  four  of  which  are 
located  in  the  neighborhood  of  Palmer's  Cove,  at  the  southerly  end  of  the 
oity.  These  four  outlets  discharge  through  wooden  flumes,  running  out  to 
the  neighborhood  of  low  tide ;  but,  since  these  flumes  are  leaky,  much  sew- 
age is  discharged  between  high  and  low  tide,  and  flows  over  the  flats  exposed 
at  low  water.  These  outlets  are  all  of  them  objectionable,  and  the  odors 
from  the  flats  in  this  neighborhood  are  very  offensive.  There  is  a  large 
population  living  on  the  shore  in  the  neighborhood  of  these  outlets. 

The  outlet  which  discharges  the  largest  quantity  of  sewage  is  located  in 
a  cove  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  coal  wharf. 
TbiB  outlet  is  an  objectionable  one,  and  there  is  a  great  deposit  of  sewage 
in  its  neighborhood,  but  there  are  no  dwelling  houses  within  500  feet  or 
more  of  the  outlet.  In  addition  to  these  outlets  there  are  several  smaller 
outlets  into  Salem  harbor. 

There  are  eight  sewer  outlets  discharging  into  the  South  River.  This 
stream  flows  in  a  walled  channel  in  the  upper  portion  of  its  coarse,  and 
from  a  point  near  the  railroad  station  it  flows  in  a  covered  channel  a^cross 
the  southerly  portion  of  the  city  to  Salem  harbor.  Most  of  the  outlets  dis- 
charge into  the  walled  or  covered  portion,  while  the  remaining  ones  dis- 
charge into  the  deeper  water  near  the  mouth  of  the  river.  These  oatlets 
greatly  pollute  the  river  near  its  outlet. 
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SUMMARY. 

The  objectionable  conditions  eauBed  by  sewer  outlets  may  be  divided 
into  two  classes :  (1)  cases  in  which  the  quantity  of  sewage  is  so  great  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  of  water  with  which  it  is  mingled  that  the  water 
is  rendered  offensive ;  and  (2)  those  in  which  the  objectionable  conditions 
are  caused  by  faulty  construction  or  location  of  the  outlet  itself. 

The  objectionable  conditions  caused  by  the  discharge  of  an  excessive 
quantity  of  sewage  into  a  body  of  water  are  few  among  those  outlets  which 
discharge  into  the  sea. 

At  Moon  Island,  where  the  quantity  of  sewage  discharged  is  rapidly 
approaching  the  capacity  of  the  works  for  conveying  it  to  the  outlet  and 
the  capacity  of  the  tidal  currents  into  which  it  is  discharged,  the  sea  water 
for  a  distance  of  a  mile  or  more  from  the  outlet  is  rendered  offensive  by  the 
sewage  for  about  two  hours  after  each  discharge,  but  the  sewage  quickly 
disappears  after  the  discharge  ceases.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  high- 
level  sewer,  now  under  construction,  much  of  the  sewage  discharged  at  this 
outlet  will  be  conveyed  to  the  new  outlet  at  Peddock's  Island. 

At  Salem  the  water  of  the  North  River,  into  which  a  great  quantity  of 
sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  is  discharged,  is  rendered  extremely 
offensive ;  but  the  effect  of  the  pollution  disappears  rapidly  in  the  tidal 
estuary  into  which  the  stream  flows,  so  that  the  water  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  estuary  is  not  noticeably  objectionable,  but  the  flats  in  this  estuary  are 
very  offensive  when  exposed. 

Similarly,  at  New  Bedford  the  water  of  the  Acushnet  River  near  its 
entrance  to  the  harbor  is  greatly  polluted  by  the  sewer  outlets ;  but,  except 
near  the  New  Bedford  shore,  the  harbor  water  is  not  noticeably  objection- 
able. In  Clark's  Cove  also  the  effect  on  the  water  of  the  cove  is  confined 
to  the  extreme  upper  end. 

Of  outlets  which  are  objectionable  on  account  of  construction  or  location 
of  the  outlet  there  is  a  very  large  number. 

The  results  of  the  examinations  of  sewer  outlets  into  the  sea  or  harbors 
or  other  arms  of  the  sea  show  in  general  that,  when  the  outlets  are  located 
in  deep  water,  where  they  are  submerged  at  all  times,  noticeable  deposits 
of  sewage  rarely  take  place ;  and  an  odor  from  the  sewage  is  rarely  notice- 
able at  any  considerable  distance  from  the  outlet,  even  in  cases  where  the 
movement  of  the  water  is  slow,  provided  the  water  is  changed  regularly  by 
the  movement  of  the  tides.  Where  outlets  discharge  into  considerable 
tidal  currents  well  away  from  shores  or  from  flats  exposed  at  low  water, 
the  sewage  is  quickly  removed  and  dispersed,  and  evidences  of  it  do  not 
accumulate  about  the  outlet. 

Among  the  outlets  where  objectionable  conditions  have  not  been  found 
may  be  mentioned  the  outlet  of  the  north  metropolitan  sewerage  system  at 
Deer  Island,  which  has  now   been   in  use   for  eight  years^  where  tco\s\. 
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2,000,000  to  3,000,000  gallons  of  sewage  are  discharged  each  hoar  at  the 
present  time  at  all  stages  of  the  tide.  The  outlet  is  off  the  end  of  a  sand- 
spit  exposed  at  low  water  and  distant  abont  1,800  feet  from  the  nearest 
shore  at  high  water.  No  deposits  have  yet  taken  place  upon  any  of  the 
shores  near  this  outlet,  and  there  is  no  evidence  that  deposits  are  accumu- 
lating anywhere.  The  sewage  can  be  seen  upon  the  surface  of  the  sea 
water  in  calm  weather  for  a  distance  of  less  than  a  mile  from  the  outlet, 
and  the  oily  matters  from  the  sewage  which  float  in  a  very  thin  film  on  the 
surface  of  the  water  may  be  detected  at  a  somewhat  greater  distance,  bat 
an  odor  from  the  sewage  is  noticeable  only  to  those  sailing  in  the  stream 
of  sewage  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  outlet.  At  times  when 
there  is  considerable  wind,  sewage  is  noticeable  at  much  smaller  distances 
from  the  outlet  than  in  calm  weather ;  and  in  times  of  strong  wind  it  is  ob- 
servable only  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  outlet  itself. 

There  are  cases  where  sewage  is  discharged  below  the  level  of  low  water, 
but  in  such  a  way  that  the  sewage  collects  about  the  outlet,  and  causes 
offensive  conditions.  This  is  the  case  especially  where  sewage  is  discharged 
into  docks  between  long  wharves  or  into  small  bays  or  arms  of  the  sea, 
where  the  sea  water  is  not  frequently  changed  by  the  movement  of  the 
tides,  and  the  sewage  consequently  receives  too  little  dilution. 

At  the  outlets  of  sewers  which  discharge  at  the  edge  of  low  water  on  a 
beach  or  flats,  under  conditions  where  there  is  little  or  no  current,  the  sew- 
age collects  in  the  water,  rendering  it  offensive  to  sight  and  smell,  and  de- 
posits of  offensive  matters  accumulate.  At  such  outlets  matters  from  the 
sewage  are  gradually  spread  over  the  beach  or  flats  by  the  tide,  where  they 
remain  and  cause  offensive  odors  when  the  shores  are  exposed. 

All  of  the  outlets  discharging  upon  beaches  or  flats  between  low  water 
and  high  water  have  been  found  to  be  objectionable,  because  there  is  an 
offensive  odor  both  from'  the  sewage  itself  and  from  the  decomposition  of 
sewage  deposits  which  take  place  about  such  outlets. 

In  several  cases  sewage  is  discharged  into  open  trenches,  even  above  the 
level  of  high  water,  and  all  of  such  outlets  examined  have  been  found  to  be 
very  offensive. 

The  most  objectionable  nuisances  now  existing,  as  shown  by  the  results 
of  these  examinations,  are  the  following :  — 

Salem. 

The  offensive  condition  of  the  North  River  and  of  the  flats  and  shores 
about  other  sewer  outlets  in  Salem  has  been  notorious  for  many  years. 

The  North  River  is  a  tidal  estuary,  the  upper  part  of  which  is  confined 
between  narrow  walls,  while  the  lower  part  spreads  over  a  wide  area,  much 
of  the  bottom  of  which  is  exposed  at  low  water.  Great  quantities  of  water, 
polluted  by  manufacturing  wastes,  chiefly  from  tanneries  in  the  town  of 
Peabody  and  city  of  Salem,  together  with  sewage,  are  discharged  into  the 
walled  cbaDueL    Foul  matters  from  this  channel  settle  on  the  flats  im  the 
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estuary  below,  aad  to  these  pollutions  is  added  a  large  quantity  of  sewage 
from  sewers  of  the  city  of  Salem,  which  discharge  directly  upon  the  flats, 
the  whole  producing  a  very  great  nuisance.  On  the  harbor  side  of  the  city 
many  sewers  discharge  upon  extensive  fiats  between  high  and  low  water, 
creating  here  also  very  serious  nuisances. 

Plans  for  the  removal  of  the  sewage  of  Salem  to  some  suitable  outlet  are 
DOW  under  consideration  by  the  city. 

New  Bedford. 

Practically  all  of  the  sewer  outlets  in  the  city  of  New  Bedford  cause  seri- 
ous nuisances,  and  offensive  odors  and  other  objectionable  conditions  e^ist 
practically  all  along  the  shore  of  the  Acushnet  River  and  New  Bedford 
harbor  in  front  of  the  city  and  in  the  upper  end  of  Clark's  Cove.  The 
nuisances  are  caused  by  the  discharge  of  sewage  above  low  water,  where  it 
spreads  out  over  flats  or  beaches  exposed  at  low  tide,  or  by  the  discharge 
of  sewage  into  docks  or  coves,  where  the  water  changes  very  slowly. 

The  nuisance  created  by  the  present  method  of  sewage  disposal  at  New 
Bedford  is  probably  greater  than  in  any  of  the  cities  or  towns  along  the  sea 
shore,  excepting,  possibly,  Salem.  Plans  for  a  general  system  of  sewage 
Klisposal  are  now  being  prepared. 

Fall  River. 

At  Fall  River  several  of  the  sewer  outlets  are  located  above  high  water, 
and  some  of  them  discharge  many  feet  back  from  the  sea ;  so  that  open 
streams  of  sewage,  aggregating  several  hundred  feet  in  length,  are  now  in 
existence  in  the  city.  At  several  of  the  outlets  which  discharge  at  the  edge 
of  tide  water  objectionable  conditions  exist,  by  reason  of  deposits  of  sewage 
about  these  outlets  or  along  the  shore  in  the  neighborhood. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  conveying  the  sewage  from  some  of  the 
most  objectionable  outlets  to  points  of  discharge  at  the  shore  of  the  river 
or  bay ;  but,  unless  these  outlets  are  carried  well  out  from  shore,  objection- 
able conditions  will  continue  to  exist  about  many  of  the  Fall  River  outlets. 
It  is  probable  that  in  most  cases  if  the  outlet  should  be  extended  beneath 
the  water  beyond  the  low-tide  margin  the  objectionable  conditions  caused  by 
odors  from  sewage  and  sewage  deposits  about  the  outlets  would  be  removed. 

Chelsea. 

Very  offensive  sewer  outlets  exist  in  the  city  of  Chelsea,  by  reason  of  the 
discharge  of  sewage  in  places  where  it  spreads  over  flats  exposed  at  low 
water,  causing  offensive  odors  from  the  sewage  and  from  deposits  which 
collect  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  outlets.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
good  reason  why  such  outlets  should  be  allowed  to  exist  in  this  city.  The 
north  metropolitan  sewerage  system  was  designed  to  remove  the  sewage  of 
the  city,  except  such  as  might  overflow  from  combm^d  ^^"vi^t^  ^\»  Mvcci^%  ^1 
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heavy  rain  ;  and  some  of  the  sewers  which  are  the  cause  at  present  of  very 
serious  nuisances  have  already  been  provided  with  connections  in  the  met- 
ropolitan system. 

Boston. 

The  most  objectionable  nuisances  existing  at  the  present  time  in  the  Bos- 
ton main  drainage  or  south  metropolitan  sewerage  districts,  by  reason  of 
the  disposal  of  sewage,  are  those  caused  by  the  outlets  of  the  Stony  Broois: 
channels.  The  channel  which  discharges  into  the  Back  Bay  Fens  is  evi- 
dently used  largely  as  a  sewer,  and  much  sewage  and  manufacturing 
waste  is  discharged  into  this  channel  between  Jamaica  Plain  and  the  Fens 
at  all  times.  The  channel  was  built  to  remove  the  waters  of  Stony  Brook 
and  prevent  the  flooding  of  low  areas  in  Roxbury,  and  was  not  intended 
for  use  as  a  sewer.  The  nuisance  in  the  Back  Bay  Fens  could  be  pre- 
vented by  removing  all  connections  through  which  sewage  and  manufac- 
turing wastes  are  discharged  into  the  Stony  Brook  channel,  and  discharging 
this  sewage  and  waste  into  local  sewers.  If  this  channel  is  to  continue  to 
be  used  as  a  sewer,  it  should  be  treated  as  such,  and  the  dry- weather  flow 
discharged  into  the  metropolitan  or  main  drainage  sewers. 

The  old  Stony  Brook  channel,  which  discharges  on  the  northerly  side  of 
Beacon  Street  at  the  edge  of  the  Charles  River,  also  evidently  receives  a 
large  quantity  of  sewage  and  much  foul  drainage ;  and  this  channel  also 
should  either  be  rebuilt,  as  proposed  by  the  street  department  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  and  used  for  the  disposal  of  storm  water  only,  or  else  should  be 
treated  as  a  sewer  and  connected  with  the  Boston  main  drainage  or  metro- 
politan sewers. 

East  Boston. 

The  sewers  which  continue  to  discharge  sewage  into  the  tidal  waters 
about  East  Boston  are  in  most  cases  small  ones,  and  except  in  one  case  no 
connection  has  yet  been  made  between  these  sewers  and  the  metropolitan 
system.  Objectionable  conditions  exist  about  most  of  these  outlets,  how- 
ever, which  could  be  prevented  by  connecting  the  sewers  with  the  north 
metropolitan  system,  which  was  designed  to  remove  the  sewage  of  this 
district  and  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  local  waters. 

Revere. 

The  sewer  outlets  of  the  town  of  Revere  are  objectionable,  though  seri- 
ous nuisances  have  not  occurred  at  either  of  them.  The  town  has  recently 
decided  to  join  the  north  metropolitan  sewerage  system,  and  branch  sewers 
from  the  metropolitan  system  are  now  being  constructed  to  receive  the 
sewage  of  the  town.  Under  the  circumstances  it  is  probable  that  the 
present  outlets  will  soon  be  discontinued. 

Beverly. 

The  main  outlet  at  Beverly  is  not  objectionable,  but  the  oaUet  at  the 
westerly  aide  of  the  city  near  the  railroad  creates  a  serious  nuisance. 
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Gloucestbr. 

The  city  of  Gloucester  has  no  general  sewerage  system.  Much  of  the 
land  on  which  the  city  is  built  is  rocky  and  nearly  impervious  to  water, 
and  much  difficulty  is  experienced  in  the  disposal  of  sewage  and  household 
wastes. 

A  limited  drainage  system  has  been  provided,  chiefly  by  utilizing  natural 
water  courses,  and  it  has  become  the  practice  to  discharge  sewage  into 
these  drains  or  water  courses.  Already  several  hundred  houses  dispose  of 
a  part  or  all  of  their  sewage  in  this  way,  and  a  system  of  sewerage  is  grow- 
ing up  which  is  producing  objectionable  conditions  in  these  drains  and  at 
their  outlets. 

A  proper  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  will  inevitably  be 
required  at  this  place  before  many  years ;  and  the  longer  the  present  system 
is  allowed  to  develop,  the  greater  will  be  the  cost  and  difficulty  of  provid- 
ing a  proper  system.  It  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  city  to  prevent 
the  further  discharge  of  sewage  from  any  6(  the  buildings  into  the  drains 
or  water  courses,  to  remove  such  connections  as  have  already  been  made, 
and  provide  a  proper  means  for  disposing  of  the  sewage. 

Plymouth. 

The  main  outlet  of  the  town  of  Plymouth  which  discharges  into  the  har- 
bor does  not  appear  to  cause  offensive  odors  or  other  objectionable  condi- 
tions which  are  noticeable  on  the  shore.  It  is  noticeable  from  boats  in  the 
harbor  when  in  its  immediate  neighborhood.  Sewage  is  discharged  at  three 
other  places  along  the  shore  in  front  of  the  town,  and  the  flats  about  two  of 
these  outlets  are  greatly  polluted  by  sewage. 

Plans  are  now  being  prepared  for  removing  some  of  the  sewage  from  these 
objectionable  outlets  to  a  new  outlet,  and  the  use  of  the  objectionable  outlets 
should  be  discontinued. 

Other  Outlets. 

The  sewer  outlet  at  Newpuryport  discbarges  well  away  from  the  city  and 
near  the  ordinary  level  of  low  water,  and  offensive  odors  or  deposits  are 
not  noticeable  about  this  outlet. 

The  outlets  at  Nahant  and  Hull  have  not  been  found  to  be  objectionable. 

The  main  outlet  of  the  town  of  Fairhaven,  located  at  the  end  of  a  long 
wharf,  has  not  been  found  to  be  objectionable  when  examined. 

The  Moon  Island  sewer  outlet,  from  which  great  quantities  of  sewage 
are  discharged  on  each  outgoing  tide,  on  the  southerly  side  of  Boston  har- 
bor, produces  offensive  conditions  to  those  sailing  in  the  area  covered  by 
the  sewage  soon  after  it  is  discharged ;  but  deposits  do  not  appear  to  be 
taking  place  about  this  outlet,  nor  have  other  objectionable  conditions  been 
found  to  exist  there. 
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PART  II.  — SEWER  OUTLETS   INTO   RIVERS  AND   OTHER 

INLAND   WATERS. 

All  of  the  lacger  rivers  of  the  State  are  polluted  in  a  greater  or  less  degree 
by  tbe  sewage  of  cities  or  towns  or  by  manafacturidg  wastes  from  factories 
and  mills  located  along  tbe  streams  or  their  tributaries.  In  some  cases  tbe 
pollution  is  slight,  and  not  detectable  by  sight  or  smell  excepting  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood  of  tbe  outlet  of  a  sewer  or  just  below  a  mill ;  while  in 
extreme  cases  the  water  of  the  stream  is  rendered  filthy  and  offensive  for 
many  miles. 

In  making  examinations  of  sewer  outlets  into  rivers  and  other  inland 
waters,  in  order  to  determine  the  effect  of  sewage  disposal,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  investigate  not  only  the  local  conditions  about  the  sewer  out- 
lets, but  also  the  general  effect  of  the  sewage  on  tbe  stream. 

Upon  most  of  the  important  streams  of  the  State  stations  were  estab- 
lished several  years  ago,  at  which  samples  of  the  water  of  the  stream  have 
been  collected  monthly  for  analysis,  tbe  results  of  which  show  in  a  general 
way  the  changes  in  tbe  condition  of  the  stream  from  month  to  month  and 
from  year  to  year  at  these  places. 

During  the  past  year  the  sewer  outlets  of  the  various  inland  cities  and 
towns  having  sewerage  systems  have  been  located,  and  the  conditions 
about  them  examined.  In  connection  with  this  examination  the  condition 
of  tbe  various  streams  has  been  inspected,  and  numerous  samples  of  water 
have  been  collected  for  analysis  at  many  points  along  their  courses.  Meas- 
urements have  been  made  of  tbe  flow  of  the  streams,  in  some  cases  at  several 
points,  and  wherever  practicable  the  quantity  of  sewage  discharged  from  tbe 
different  cities  and  towns  has  also  been  measured.  Information  has  also 
been  collected  as  to  the  extent  of  tbe  sewerage  systems  of  the  various  cities 
and  towns,  and  as  to  the  quantity  and  character  of  manufacturing  wastes 
discharged  into  tbe  stream  from  the  principal  manufacturing  establishments. 

The  year  1902  has  been  a  favorable  one  for  tbe  disposal  of  sewage  into 
streams  and  inland  waters,  with  a  minimum  of  pollution  or  of  annoyances 
from  odors  or  other  objectionable  conditions  caused  by  such  disposal  of 
sewage.  Tbe  rainfall  during  the  year  has  been  about  the  normal,  and  the 
distribution  was  such  that  tbe  flow  of  streams  was  high  during  the  summer 
and  autumn  months,  tbe  period  when  the  flow  of  streams,  and  consequent 
dilution  of  sewage,  is  least.  At  tbe  same  time  the  summer  was  an  excep- 
tionally cool  one,  and  less  favorable  to  the  rapid  decomposition  of  organic 
matters  and  tbe  production  of  offensive  odors  than  warmer  summers. 

About  58  inland  cities  and  towns  now  have  systems  of  sewerage  which 
are  available  to  a  large  portion  of  tbe  inhabitants. 

In  some  of  tbe  cities  and  towns  works  have  been  introduced  for  the  treat- 
ment and  purification  of  the  sewage,  and  at  most  of  these  works  the  sewage 
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is  well  purified,  bo  that  it  does  not  have  an  anfavorable  effect  on  the  appear- 
ance or  odor  of  the  stream  into  which  it  flows.  Practically  all  of  the  puri- 
fication works  in  the  State  have  been  built  since  the  year  1869,  when  the 
first  works  of  considerable  importance  were  completed  at  Framingham. 

In  the  following  table  is  given  a  list  of  the  cities  and  towns  having  sew- 
erage systems  available  to  a  considerable  portion  of  the  population,  together 
with  the  name  of  the  stream  into  which  the  sewage  or  efl^uent  is  discharged. 
There  are  many  places  having  a  few  sewers  or  a  system  for  a  small  portion 
of  the  town  only,  which  will  be  referred  to  in  another  place.  In  cases  where 
much  of  the  sewage  is  filtered  or  treated  at  works  for  the  purification  of  the 
sewage,  the  fact  is  noted  in  the  table. 

Tablb  showing  the  Inland  Cities  and  Tow.'fs  in  MASSAceusBTrs  having 
Systems  of  Sewerage,  and  the  Stream  or  Other  Bodt  ok  Water 
INTO  which  the  Sewage  or  Effluent  from  Sewage  Purification 
Works  is  discharged. 


CiTT  OH  Town. 


stream  or  Body  of  Water 
Into  which  8«wage 
or  Sewage  Kfflaent  is  dlacbarKed. 

Powow  River,        .       .        .        , 

FortRlTor, 

Bhawaheen  River,         . 
MUler*a  River. 
Ten  Mile  River. 

Conoord  River 

Sallabory  Plain  River, . 

Chicopee  River. 

South  Branch  Nashua  River, 

Concord  River,      .       •       .       , 

Hoaaatonic  River. 

Wllliaton  MlUa  Pond,  . 

North  branch  Naahaa  River. 
Bannlater  Brook,  ... 

Brook 

Otter  River 

Honaatonle  River. 
Green  River, .... 
Merrimack  River. 
Connecticut  River. 

Mill  River 

Merrimack  River. 
Housatonic  River. 


Remarks. 


Amesbnry, 

Amherst, 

Andover, 

Athol,  . 

Aiileborougb, 

Billerica, 

Brockton, 

Chicopee, 

Clinton, 

Concord, 

Dalton, 

Eaatharapton, 

Fitchbnrg,    . 

Framinghim, 

Franklin, 

Gardner, 

Great  Barrio gton, 

Greenfield,  . 

Haverhill,     .        . 

Holyoke, 

Hopedale,     . 

Lawrence,    . 

i.<ee,      ... 


Tributary  of  Merrimack  River. 

Tributary  of  Connecticut  River. 

Tributary  of   Merrimack    River, 
works. 


Purification 


Purification  works. 

Tributary  of  Taunton  River.    Purification 
works. 


Purification  works. 
Purifisation  works. 


Mill  pond  on  Broad  Brook.  Broad  Brook  Joins 
the  Manhan  River,  a  tributary  of  the  Connec- 
ticut, 1  mile  below  sewer  outlet. 


Tributary   of    Sudbury   and    Concord    rivers. 

Purification  works. 
Tributary  of  Charles  River.    Purification  works. 

TribuUry  of  Miller's  River.   Purification  works. 


Tributary  of  Deerfield  River. 


Tributary   of   Blackttone   River.    Purification 
works. 
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Table  showing  the  Inland  Cities  and  Towns  in  Massachusetts  having 
Systems  of  Sewekage,  and  the  Stream  or.  Other  Body  or  Water 
into  which  the  Sewage  ok  Effluent  from  Sewage  Purification 
Works  is  discharged — Concluded, 


CiTT  OK  TOWK. 

Htream  or  Body  of  Water 

into  which  Sewage 

or  Sewage  Effluent  is  discharged. 

Remarks. 

Leicester,     . 
Leaoz, . 

Brook, 

Houaatooic  River, 

TrlbuUry   of   Blaekstone   River.    Porlfloation 

works. 
Purification  works. 

Leomineter,. 

Monoosnock  Brook, 

Tributary  of  North  Branch  of  Nashua  River. 

Longmeadow, 

Connecticut  River, 

Purifloation  works. 

Lowell, 

Merrimack  River. 

Ludlow,       . 

Chicopee  River. 

Marlborongh, 
Maynard,     . 

Brook, 

Aasabet  River 

Tributary   of    Sudbury   and   Concord    rivers. 

Purification  works. 
Tributary  of  Concord  River. 

Medfleld,      . 

Charles  River,        .        .        .       . 

Purification  works. 

Methuen, 
MlddleboroQgh,  . 

Splcket  River,        .       .       .        . 
Nemaaket  River 

Tributary  of  Merrimack  River.  Methuen  aewage 

dUehargea  Into  sewers  of  city  of  Lawrence. 
Tributary  of  Tannton  Rtver. 

Milford, 

Charles  River. 

MoDtagne,    . 

Connecticut  River. 

Naiick, 

North  Adams,     . 

Bannister  Brook,  ,       .       .       . 
Hoosick  River. 

Tributary   of    Sodbury   and    Concord   rivers. 
Purification  works. 

NorthamptoD,     . 

MiU  River, 

TrlbuUry  of  Connecticut  River. 

North  Andover,  . 

Shawsheen  River, .... 

TrlbuUry  of  Merrimack  River. 

North  Brookfleld, 
O  range. 

Qnaboag  River 

Miller's  River. 

TrlbuUry    of    Chicopee    River.      PurifleatloD 
works. 

Palmer, 

Quaboag  River,     .... 

TrlbuUry  of  Chicopee  River. 

Pitufleld,     . 

Housatonlo  River, 

Purification  works. 

Bhelbarae,   . 

Deerfleld  River. 

Southbrtdge, 

Quinebaug  River, . 

Purification  works. 

South  Had  ley,     . 

Connecticut  River. 

Speocer, 
Springfield, . 
Blockbridge, 

Quaboag  River,             .        .        . 
Connecticut  River, 
Housatonic  River, 

Tributary    of    Chioopee    River.      PurifieatioD 

works. 
A  portion  of  sewage  la  discharged  into  the  Cbie- 

opee  River. 
Purification  works. 

Taunton, 

Taunton  River. 

Wure,  . 

Ware  River 

TrlbuUry  of  Chicopee  River. 

Webster, 

French  River. 

Westborougb, 
Westfleld,    . 

Assabet  River,       .     '  . 
Westfleld  River. 

Tributary  of  Concord  River.     Puriflcalioo 
works. 

West  Springfield, 

Connecticut  and  Westfleld  rivers. 

Willlamstown,     . 

Hoosick  River. 

Worcester,  . 

-Blackstooo  River, ,       .       .     — « 

PurlAeatlonworkSr                         .     ,    -          - 

No.  34.]         EFFECT  OF  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.  315 

In  addition  to  the  pollutioQ  caused  by  the  sewage  of  the  cities  and  towns 
given  in  the  foregoing  table  and  by  the  discharge  of  sewage  at  private  out- 
lets, most  of  the  streams  of  the  State  are  also  polluted  by  solid  and  liquid 
wastes  from  manufacturing  processes  discharged  from  factories  and  mills. 
While  the  act  under  which  these  investigations  are  made  mentions  only  the 
sewer  outlets  of  cities  and  towns,  it  has  been  deemed  essential  to  obtain  in- 
formation also  as  to  the  character  and  quantity  of  the  manufacturing  wastes 
discharged  into  the  various  streams,  since  it  is  well  known  that  some  of  the 
most  objectionable  nuisances  are  due  solely  to  such  wastes.  Information 
relative  to  the  quantity  of  objectionable  wastes  discharged  into  streams 
from  factories  and  mills  has  therefore  been  collected,  and  is  presented  in 
connection  with  the  results  of  the  examination  of  sewer  outlets. 

Before  proceeding  to  consider  these  results  in  detail,  certain  general  con- 
ditions affecting  the  disposal  of  sewage  into  streams  and  ponds  will  first  be 
referred  to. 

Absolutely  pure  water  is  not  found  in  nature,  and  all  natural  waters  in 
the  State  contain  mineral  and  organic  matters  taken  up  from  the  vegeta- 
tion, the  soil  and  the  rocks  with  which  the  water  comes  in  contact.  The 
quality  of  the  water  of  most  of  the  larger  rivers  and  ponds  in  Massachusetts 
is  also  affected  directly  or  indirectly  by  sewage  or  other  wastes  of  human 
life. 

In  the  consideration  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  inland  waters  of  the 
State,  those  waters  which  are  not  affected  by  the  wastes  of  human  life  may 
be  classed  as  normal,  while  those  which  are  polluted  by  sewage  or  manu- 
facturing wastes  are  classed  as  polluted  waters.  For  the  purposes  of  this 
report  the  waters  of  sparsely  populated  water-sheds  unaffected  by  direct 
sewage  pollution  will  be  assumed  to  be  normal. 

The  Natural  Character  of  Unpolluted  Waters  of  Streams  and 

Ponds  in  Massachusetts. 

The  chemical  analyses  of  unpolluted  waters  from  many  streams  and 
ponds  show  that  natural  waters  differ  greatly  in  character.  These  differ- 
ences are  due  to  differences  in  topography,  and  in  the  character  of  the  soil 
and  the  rocks  of  the  water-sheds  from  which  the  waters  are  derived.  The 
waters  of  streams  and  ponds  derived  from  water-sheds  free  from  swamps 
or  meadows  are  usually  nearly  colorless,  and  contain  but  little  organic  mat- 
ter ;  while  waters  derived  from  swampy  water-sheds  are  generally  highly 
colored,  and  contain  a  comparatively  large  quantity  of  organic  matter. 

The  quantity  of  mineral  matter  present  naturally  in  the  waters  of  most 
streams  and  ponds  in  Massachusetts  is  small,  but  in  some  portions  of  the 
State  the  mineral  matter  naturally  present  in  the  water  is  high,  owing  to 
the  presence  of  limestone. 

The  results  of  chemical  analyses  of  normal  waters  from  many  different 
sources  show,  upon  comparison,  marked  differences  m  Wi^  c^*dAiM\\i^  ^\i^ 
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character  of  the  organic  matter  present  in  tlie  water,  in  the  color.  Id  tbe 
quantity  of  mineral  mattera  present  and  id  other  respecta.  In  the  follow- 
log  tablea  characteristic  analyses  from  several  different  sourcea  are  pre- 
Boated,  illustrating  some  of  tbe  more  important  differences  in  the  character 
of  normal  watera,  as  shown  by  chemical  analysis. 

CuF.HiCAi.  Analyses  of  the  Wateb  of  Rivers. 
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The  analyses  presented  in  the  foregoing  tables  are  tbe  resnlts  in  each 
case  ot  an  average  of  several  analyses  of  the  water  of  the  source  at  differ- 
ent seasons  of  the  year,  and  represent,  as  well  as  practicable,  tbe  average 
character  of  the  water  in  each  case.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  are  very 
great  differences  in  the  quantity  of  tbe  various  substances  contained  in  tbe 
different  waters ;  and  before  calling  attention  to  the  causes  of  these  differ- 
ences, it  will  be  of  advantage  to  consider  brieQy  the  meaning  of  the  variona 
determinations. 

In  the  interpretation  of  the  results  of  chemical  analyses  of  the  waters  of 
ponds  and  streams  in  Massachusetts  the  quantity  of  albuminoid  ammonia 
may  be  taken  to  represent  the  quantity  of  nitrogenous  oi^nlo  nutter  pre*- 
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ent  ID  the  water.  This  organic  matter  may  be  of  three  different  classes : 
first,  that  which  is  dissolved  from  the  vegetation  and  soil  with  which  the 
water  comes  in  contact;  second,  that  which  is  due  to  the  presence  of  living 
or  dead  organisms  in  the  water ;  third,  that  which  is  due  to  pollution  by 
sewage  or  other  wastes  of  human  life. 

Organic  matter  due  to  the  first  of  these  causes  is  ordinarily  very  perma- 
nent in  character,  and  many  experiments  with  such  waters  have  shown  that 
this  organic  matter  will  generally  remain  constant  in  composition  for  months 
without  developing  indications  of  decay.  Organic  matter  of  the  second 
class,  that  which  is  due  to  living  or  dead  organisms,  has  commonly  very 
little  effect  upon  the  quantity  of  organic  matter  present  in  streams.  The 
microscopic  organisms  do  not  flourish  in  running  water,  and  have  not  been 
found  to  be  present  in  the  water  of  streams  in  the  State  in  considerable 
quantities,  excepting  in  streams  which  derive  a  large  portion  of  their  flow 
from  a  pond  or  reservoir.  In  ponds  and  reservoirs,  on  the  other  hand, 
microscopic  organisms  often  increase  largely  the  quantity  of  organic  matter 
present  in  the  water,  and  the  number  of  organisms  present  may  be  so  great 
that  an  odor  caused  by  this  organic  matter  may  be  detectable  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  pond.  This  rarely  occurs,  however,  except  in  cases  where 
the  growth  is  enormous.  Upon  the  decay  of  the  organisms  in  such  cases 
they  sometimes  collect  in  considerable  quantities  near  the  shore  of  a  pond, 
and  cause  an  objectionable  odor  in  their  immediate  neighborhood. 

The  free  ammonia  present  in  a  pond  or  stream  may  be  taken  as  evidence 
of  decomposition  in  progress  in  the  water.  Free  ammonia  is  a  character- 
istic ingredient  of  sewage,  and  consequently  is  generally  a  valuable  index 
of  pollution.  In  general,  very  little  free  ammonia  is  present  in  normal 
waters  of  streams  and  ponds.  In  deep  ponds,  however,  the  quantity  of 
free  ammonia  may  be  large  at  times,  on  account  of  the  accumulation  of 
products  of  decay  of  organic  matters  in  such  waters.  In  many  ponds  and 
reservoirs,  especially  those  of  considerable  depth,  there  is  a  stagnant  layer 
in  the  bottom  during  the  warmer  portion  of  the  year,  in  which  the  products 
of  decomposition  from  the  upper  layers  accumulate,  and  when  the  water 
turns  over  in  the  fall,  this  decomposing  organic  matter  is  distributed  through 
all  the  water  of  the  pond.  It  is  important  to  take  this  into  account  in  con- 
sidering the  results  of  chemical  analyses  of  ponds  and  reservoirs. 

The  presence  of  nitrites,  like  that  of  free  ammonia,  indicates  a  change 
going  on  in  the  water.  In  surface  waters  nitrites  are  not  usually  present 
in  any  considerable  quantity,  except  in  waters  polluted  by  sewage  or  man- 
ufacturing wastes. 

The  quantity  of  nitrogen  in  the  form  of  nitrates  present  in  the  surface 
waters  of  the  State  is  not  usually  great,  though  it  is  seldom  that  nitrates 
are  completely  absent.  The  nitrates  signify  the  complete  mineralization  of 
organic  matter,  and  the  presence  of  high  nitrates  must  be  considered  an 
evidence  of  the  previous  pollution  of  the  water.     They  are  rarely  pteae\\t  vc^. 
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significant  quantities  in  surface  waters,  since  they  furnish  a  ready  food  for 
organisms  of  all  kinds  in  water  exposed  to  light. 

All  of  the  waters  of  unpolluted  sources  in  the  State  contain  chlorine,  one 
of  the  component  parts  of  common  salt ;  and  one  of  the  earliest  results  of 
the  regular  examinations  of  inland  waters  in  Massachusetts  was  the  dis- 
covery that  the  quantity  of  chlorine  present  in  normal  waters  diminished 
regularly  as  the  distance  from  the  sea  shore  increased.  It  was  thus  prac- 
ticable to  establish  very  closely  for  all  parts  of  the  State  a  normal  chlorine, 
showing  the  natural  amount  of  chlorine  present  in  unpolluted  waters,  which, 
though  somewhat  variable,  varies  within  narrow  limits.  This  fact  has  been 
of  the  greatest  importance  in  the  investigations  of  the  pollution  of  streams 
and  ponds,  as  well  as  other  sources,  since  chlorine  is  a  characteristic  in- 
gredient of  sewage  and  does  not  change,  and  the  excess  of  chlorine  in  any 
water  above  the  normal  for  that  water-shed  is  an  index  to  the  degree  of 
sewage  pollution  which  the  water  has  received.  The  normal  ranges  from 
approximately  2  parts  per  100,000  close  to  the  sea  shore  to  about  .05  of  a 
part  in  the  extreme  western  part  of  the  State.  The  chlorine  present  in 
sewage  of  cities  and  towns  in  the  State  ranges  from  3  to  15  parts  per 
100,000. 

The  color  observed  in  surface  waters  is  derived  from  vegetation,  such  as 
wood,  leaves  and  grasses  and  peaty  soil.  Water  which  has  been  long  in 
contact  with  vegetable  matter  in  swamps  has  a  deep  color,  usually  a  yel- 
lowish brown. 

The  oxygen  consumed  may  be  taken  to  represent  the  carbonaceous  mat- 
ter in  the  water.  Natural  waters  derived  from  swampy  water-sheds  ure  high 
in  oxygen  consumed,  while  in  waters  containing  but  little  organic  matter 
the  oxygen  consumed  is  low. 

The  residue  on  evaporation  shows  the  amount  of  mineral  and  organic 
matter  in  water.  In  normal  waters  the  amount  of  residue  depends  on  the 
character  of  the  soil  and  rocks  of  the  water-shed  from  which  the  water  is 
de lived.  In  the  greater  part  of  the  State  the  character  of  the  soil  and 
rocks  is  such  that  the  total  solids  in  normal  waters  are  small,  —  often  less 
than  2  parts  per  100,000.  In  the  western  portion  of  the  State  and  in  a 
small  area  in  the  north  central  portion  the  natural  waters  contain  much 
more  mineral  matter,  on  account  of  the  presence  of  limestone  in  these 
regions,  which  is  readily  dissolved  and  taken  up  by  the  water. 

Referring  now  to  the  table  of  analyses  on  page  316,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  color  and  quantity  of  organic  matter,  as  represented  by  the  albuminoid 
ammonia,  in  the  waters  of  the  Shawsheen  and  Ipswich  rivers,  for  example, 
is  much  greater  than  in  the  waters  of  the  Hoosick  and  We&tfield  riven. 
The  excessive  color  and  organic  matter  present  in  the  waters  of  the  Ipswich 
and  Shawsheen  rivers  are  due  to  the  contact  of  those  waters  with  vege- 
table matters  in  swamps.  The  water-sheds  of  these  rivers  are,  for  the 
most  part,  quite  flat,  and  there  are  extensive  swamps  along  the  main  streams 
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and  their  tributaries,  through  which  the  water  falling  upou  the  surface  of 
the  ground  passes  very  slowly  to  the  streams,  giving  abundant  opportunity 
for  the  water  to  take  up  organic  matter  from  the  vegetable  matter  with 
which  it  comes  in  contact.  The  Hoosick  and  Westfield  rivers,  on  the  other 
band,  flow  from  water-sheds  having  steep  slopes,  with  few  swamps  and 
meadows ;  and  the  water  from  the  rainfall  flows  off  rapidly  into  the  streams, 
without  opportunity  to  stand  for  any  considerable  time  in  contact  with 
leaves  or  other-  vegetable  matter. 

While  the  quantity  of  albuminoid  ammonia  present  in  the  waters  of  the 
Ipswich  and  Shawsheen  rivers  is  very  large,  as  compared  with  that  present 
in  the  waters  of  the  Hoosick  and  Westfield  rivers,  organic  matter  of  this 
kind,  as  already  stated,  is  very  permanent  in  character ;  and  although  this 
organic  matter,  together  with  the  high  color  and  vegetable  odor  character- 
istic of  these  waters,  would  make  them  undesirable  for  the  purposes  of  a 
public  water  supply,  such  waters  are  not  injurious  for  drinking,  and,  when 
unpolluted,  will  not  become  in  any  way  offensive  when  flowing  in  a  stream 
or  stored  in  a  pond  or  reservoir.  Notwithstanding  the  large  quantity  of 
organic  matter  contained  in  such  waters,  as  compared  with  the  waters  of 
the  Hoosick  and  Westfield  rivers,  there  is  no  evidence  that  pollution  by 
sewage  or  manufacturing  wastes  has  a  more  noticeable  or  more  injurious 
effect  upon  them  than  upon  the  waters  of  streams  which  contain  but  little 
organic  matter. 

The  analyses  of  the  waters  of  the  Ware  and  Nashua  rivers  given  in  the 
table  illustrate  the  character  of  the  water  of  streams  in  hilly  regions  con- 
taining somewhat  more  swampy  land  than  the  water-sheds  of  the  Westfield 
and  Hoosick  rivers,  but  much  less  than  those  of  the  Shawsheen  and  Ipswich 
rivers. 

The  analysis  of  the  water  of  the  Hoosick  River  shows,  in  the  high  total 
residue  on  evaporation  and  in  the  hardness,  the  effect  of  the  presence  of 
limestone  within  its  water-shed,  —  a  substance  which  is  not  present,  in  any 
considerable  quantity  at  least,  in  the  water-sheds  of  the  other  sources  men- 
tioned in  the  table. 

In  the  table  of  analyses  of  waters  of  ponds  and  reservoirs  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  is  even  a  wider  difference  between  the  quantity  of  organic 
matter  present  in  the  waters  of  the  different  sources  than  in  the  case  of  the 
rivers.  The  waters  of  Lake  Pleasant  in  Montague  and  Silver  Lake  in 
Pembroke  are  similar  in  character  to  many  pond  waters  derived  from  water- 
sheds free  from  swamps,  and  which  are  stored  in  ponds  having  bottoms 
nearly  free  from  organic  matter.  The  water-shed  of  Lake  Pleasant  in 
Montague  consists  partly  of  steep  hillsides  and  partly  of  a  flat,  sandy  plain. 
The  water-shed  of  Silver  Lake  consists  largely  of  gently  rolling  country, 
having  a  coarse,  gravelly  soil,  so  that  much  of  the  water  enters  the  lake  by 
percolation  through  the  ground.  The  water-sheds  of  Long  Pond  in  Lake- 
ville  and  Great  Pond  in  Weymouth  contain  large  areas  of  swampy  land^ 
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and  tbe  waters  from  these  water-sheds  are  oharacterizecl  bj  a  higb  color 
and  a  much  larger  qtianCity  of  orgaaio  matter  Uiaa  tbe  waters  from  the 
water-sheds  previously  mentioned.  This  organic  matter,  like  that  of  tbe 
Ipswich  and  Shawsheen  rivers,  is  of  the  stable  bind,  and  both  ponds  are 
sources  of  public  water  supply,  as  are  Lake  Pleasant  and  Silver  Lake. 

The  analyses  of  the  next  two  sources  —  Waunacomet  Pond  and  Ludlow 
reservoir —  show  the  character  of  the  water  of  ponds  affected  at  times  by 
great  growths  of  microscopic  o^aniBms.  These  oi^Qisms  render  these 
waters,  which  are  naed  as  sources  of  public  water  supply,  offensive  to  taste 
and  smell  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year.  The  odor  of  tbe  water  of  these 
sources,  when  tbe  organiamB  are  moat  abundant,  can  be  noticed  near  the 
shores  of  tbe  ponds,  and  massea  of  organisms  sometimes  collect  near  tbe 
shores,  and  cause  an  offensive  odor  in  their  neighborhood. 

ArtiQcial  storage  reservoirs  present  tbe  same  general  characteristics  as 
natural  ponds.  Tbe  water  of  Fall  Brook  reservoir,  the  analysis  of  which 
is  presented  in  tbe  table,  is  low  in  color  and  oi^anio  matter;  while  the 
waur  of  Ludlow  reservoir  contains  usually  an  excessive  natnher  of  oi^an- 
isms  during  tbe  greater  portion  of  the  year,  and  a  very  lai^  qnantity  of 
organic  matter. 

The  greatest  differences  in  the  quantity  of  oi^anio  matter  present  in  a 
water  are  found  in  tbe  waters  of  Uie  sources  most  affected  by  microscopic 
orgaDlsms.  Tbe  quantity  of  organic  matter  present  in  the  waters  of  Was- 
nacomet  Pond  and  tbe  Ludlow  reservoir  in  the  summer  season  may  often 
rise  to  three  or  four  times  the  average  quantity  mentioned  in  the  table. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  waters  of  tbe  ponds  lowest  in  oi^anic  matter  shown 
In  tbe  table  do  not  vary  greatly  from  month  to  mdntb ;  nor  do  the  brown 
waters  drawn  from  swampy  water-sheds,  though  high  In  organic  matter, 
show  material  variations.  The  seasonal  changes  in  the  quantity  of  organic 
matter  present  in  the  water  of  the  various  sources  are  illustrated  by  the  fol- 
lowing tables,  wbicb  show  tbe  quantity  of  albuminoid  ammonia  present  at 
different  seasons  of  a  year  in  tbe  waters  of  several  of  the  sources  men- 
tioned in  the  tables. 
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The  (lifferenceB  in  the  natnr&l  qnality  of  the  w&ter  of  a  etream  from  month 
to  month  and  from  year  to  year  are  ordinarily  of  little  consequence  in  con- 
sidering the  efFect  of  the  pollution  of  streams ;  bnt,  as  shown  by  the  resnlts 
given  in  the  tables,  there  are  instances,  especially  in  tbe  case  of  ponds, 
where  it  is  important  to  take  such  differences  into  account. 

The  foregoing  analyses  of  the  waters  of  rivers  and  ponds  indicate  that 
there  are  wide  differences  in  the  quantity  of  organic  matter  present  in  nat- 
oral  waters  at  different  seasons  of  the  year  and  under  various  conditions ; 
aod  experience  has  clearly  shown  that  the  determination  of  the  albuminoid 
ammonia  in  water  does  not  to  itself  convey  any  information  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  organic  matter  in  the  water,  and  that,  in  order  to  determine  the 
significance  of  tbe  o^anio  matter  shown  by  the  albnminoid  ammonia,  in  a 
given  water,  it  ia  necessary  to  make  certain  other  determinations,  and  to 
have  a  knowledge  of  the  source  of  the  water  and  the  circumstances  by  which 
its  character  may  be  affected. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  tables  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  free  ammo- 
nia is  present  in  the  waters  of  streams  and  ponds  unaffected,  or  not  mate- 
rially affected,  by  sewage  pollution,  but  that  the  quantity  of  nitrites  in  such 
waters  is  low.  The  nitrates,  as  already  indicated,  are  of  little  importance 
in  the  consideration  of  the  quality  of  surface  waters.  The  oxygen  con- 
sumed and  the  color  of  tbe  water  follow  in  general  the  quantity  of  albnmi- 
noid ammonia. 

Microscopical  organisms  which,  when  present  in  large  numbers,  affect 
greatly  the  quality  of  the  water  of  ponds  and  reservoirs,  are  not  found 
naturally  in  river  waters  in  any  considerable  numbers,  excepting  in  rivers 
whose  watei-s  are  derived  largely  from  takes  and  ponds ;  and  the  presence 
of  microscopical  oi^anisms  in  river  waters  is  not  generally  important  in 
the  study  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  a  stream.  Many  organisms  of  tbe 
larger  varieties,   however,  flourish  in  streams  undei  <»>ud\vSoTi«  %&».\>\k& 


322  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

to  their  growth;  and  many  sewage-polluted  streams  contain  plants  or 
organisms  common  to  snch  streams,  and  not  usually  found  in  unpolluted 
waters.  Great  quantities  of  Beggiatoa^  Leptomitua  and  similar  fungi,  white 
or  gray  in  color,  are  often  present  about  sewer  outlets  and  in  grossly  pol- 
luted streams,  where  they  grow  clinging  to  the  sides  and  bottom  of  the 
stream.  The  filamentous  Algce  are  often  found  in  great  numbers  in  pol- 
luted streams,  but  usually  farther  away  from  the  point  of  pollution  than  the 
other  organisms  mentioned. 

Bacterial  examinations  of  the  waters  of  some  of  the  polluted  streams 
have  been  made  in  connection  with  the  chemical  analyses,  but  such  examina- 
tions have  not  been  general.  Where  such  examinations  have  been  made 
they  have  consisted  only  in  a  determination  of  the  total  numbers  of  bacteria 
present. 

Flow  of  Streams. 

The  quantity  of  water  flowing  in  the  streams  of  Massachusetts  varies 
greatly  in  different  seasons  of  the  year.  In  a  long  series  of  years  the 
quantity  of  water  flowing  in  the  months  of  May  and  December  represents, 
on  the  whole,  approximately  the  average  for  the  entire  year;  but  between 
these  months,  in  the  warmer  portion  of  the  year,  the  quantity  flowing  is 
often  but  a  small  fraction  of  the  average,  while  the  quantity  in  the  winter 
and  spring  is  much  greater  than  the  average. 

The  wide  difference  between  the  natural  flow  of  a  stream  in  the  winter 
and  spring  and  the  flow  in  summer  and  autumn  is  illustrated  by  the  accom- 
panying table,  showing  the  average  monthly  flow  of  the  Sudbury  River  per 
square  mile  of  water-shed  for  many  years  :  — 
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There  are  water-sheds  which  contain  very  extensive  areas  of  coarse  sandy 
or  gravelly  soil,  which  absorb  much  water  from  the  rainfall  in  the  winter 
and  spring  months,  and  yield  it  gradually  to  the  streams  in  the  drier  por- 
tion of  the  year,  thus  maintaining  a  much  higher  flow  in  the  drier  season 
than  is  indicated  by  the  flow  of  the  Sudbury  River.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  are  streams  which  become  entirely  dry  in  the  summer  season. 

The  flow  of  the  Sudbury  River,  as  presented  in  the  table,  shows  the 
average  flow  distributed  throughout  the  twenty-four  hours  of  the  day,  un- 
affected by  the  draft  of  water  from  storage  reservoirs  to  increase  the  flow 
of  the  stream,  or  by  other  circumstances  which  affect  the  quantity  of  water 
flowing  in  most  of  the  streams  of  the  State.  The  natural  flow  of  nearly  all 
streams  in  Massachusetts  has  been  modified  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  in 
the  development  and  use  of  the  streams  as  sources  of  power  in  manufac- 
turing. On  most  of  the  larger  streams  of  the  State  there  are  large  storage 
reservoirs,  in  which  water  is  collected  during  the  wetter  portion  of  the 
year,  to  be  used  in  maintaining  the  flow  of  the  stream  in  the  drier  portion  ; 
and  accordingly  the  dry-weather  flow  of  most  of  the  streams  of  the  State 
is  greater  than  that  recorded  on  the  Sudbury  River,  as  given  in  the  table. 
Observations  of  the  flow  of  other  streams,  however,  show  that  the  flow  of 
some  streams,  especially  the  smaller  ones,  may  be  less  per  square  mile  in 
dry  weather  than  that  shown  by  the  Sudbury  records ;  and,  as  already 
noted,  some  streams  become  entirely  dry  in  dry  weather. 

Factories  and  mills  are  operated,  as  a  rule,  during  a  period  of  ten  hours 
of  the  day,  and  the  mill  ponds  above  factory  dams  are  drawn  upon  for  the 
requirements  of  the  factory  usually  only  during  these  hours.  In  the  drier 
portion  of  the  year  the  whole  flow  of  a  streami  may  be  drawn  through  canals, 
and  the  bed  of  the  stream  may  remain  uncovered  during  the  daytime,  at 
least,  between  the  dam  and  the  point  or  points  where  the  water  is  again 
restored  to  the  stream.  Where  a  mill  pond  is  of  large  size,  compared  to 
the  flow  of  the  stream,  it  is  often  practicable  to  store  much  of  the  night  flow 
of  the  stream,  thus  allowing  the  bottom  below  the  dam  to  remain  uncovered 
for  a  period  of  many  hours  at  night  or  other  times  when  the  mill  is  not 
running.  The  variations  in  the  flow  of  streams,  due  to  their  use  in  manu- 
facturing, are  of  great  importance  in  connection  with  the  use  of  the  streams 
as  places  of  sewage  disposal. 

Quantity  of  Sewage  discharged  from  Cities  and  Towns. 

The  sewage  of  cities  and  towns  consists  of  liquid  matters  discharged  from 
water-closets,  sinks,  bath-tubs  and  other  fixtures  in  dwelling  houses,  stores, 
ofiSces  and  factories,  together  with  a  greater  or  less  quantity  of  waste 
liquors  from  manufacturing  processes  in  factories  and  mills ;  and  ordinarily 
a  very  large  and  variable  quantity  of  water  which  finds  its  way  into  the 
sewers  partly  by  percolation  of  water  through  cracks  or  defective  joints  in 
the  sewers  or  in  the  house  sewers  connected  therewith,  and  partly,  al80>  at 
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times  of  raio,  by  leakage  of  raia  water  through  perforated  man-hole  covers 
or  through  other  direct  opeaings  into  the  sewers.  In  combined  systems  of 
sewerage  the  sewers  also  receive  great  quantities  of  surface  water  at  times 
of  rain,  or  when  snow  is  melting ;  and  the  flow  in  such  sewers  may  be 
increased  at  such  times  to  a  quantity  amounting  to  several  times  the  ordi- 
nary flow  of  sewage,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  organic  and  mineral 
matter  may  be  brought  into  the  sewers  in  the  rain  water  from  street  sur- 
faces, etc. 

The  quantity  of  water  used  from  the  public  water  supply  in  a  city  or 
town  is  not  a  reliable  indication  as  to  the  probable  quantity  of  sewage  flow- 
ing in  the  sewers.  The  leakage  into  the  sewers  from  the  various  causes 
mentioned  increases  the  quantity  of  sewage  flowing  in  the  sewers  of  a  city 
or  town  at  times  to  an  amount  much  beyond  the  quantity  of  water  used 
from  the  public  water  works. 

In  the  following  table  records  are  given  of  the  measurements  of  flow  of 
sewage  from  several  of  the  separate  systems  of  sewers  of  the  State,  and 
the  quantity  of  water  used  from  the  public  water  supply :  — 

AvKRAGE  Flow  of  Sewage  and  Average  Consumption  of  Water,  by 

Months,  1902. 

[Galloos  per  Day.] 


Month. 

Bkocktow  (Estimatkd 
populatium,  43,820). 

Natick  (Estimatrd 
populatiom.  9,768). 

Fkaminoham  (EsTiHATan 

POPDLATXOII.  12,018) 

Water. 

Sewage. 

Water. 

Sewage. 

Water. 

Sewage. 

• 
Jaonary,     . 

1 

1,338,000 

968,000 

886,800 

006,866 

447,488 

788,931 

February,  . 

1,402.000 

708.760 

880,000 

627,008 

402,070 

600,226^ 

March, 

1,200,000 

1,275,400 

866.700 

1.482,876 

378,484 

961.970 

April, . 

1,167,000 

021,288 

870,200 

071,287 

808,006 

801,298 

May,    .       .       . 

1,404,000 

682,606 

880,800 

608,706 

888,680 

000,600^ 

Jane,  . 

1,630,000 

607,304 

600,000 

860,886 

441.074 

497.746 

July,  . 

1,440,000 

672,486 

802,000 

886,684 

418.727 

446,120 

AugUHt, 

1,448,000 

607,666 

866,600 

200,000 

441,807 

447,800 

September, 

1,306,000 

607,607 

421,400 

268,000 

403,229 

482.160 

October,     . 

1,411,000 

660,010 

412,300 

427.700 

403,001 

463,936 

November, 

1,258,000 

610,017 

416,000 

262,000 

402,076 

447.673 

December, . 

1,487,000 

004.066 

464,400 

627.000 

420,816 

644,066 

Average  for  the  year, 

1,300,000 

767,030 

403,800 

681,000 

420,000 

679,800 

NoTB.  — Th< 

>sew 

era  In 

1  Brockton  ai 

re  not  oaed  b 

y  BO  large  a  ( 

>roponlon  o1 

'  the  populat 

Ion  aappHed' 

with  water  as  Id  the  other  places  meotluDed. 


The  variation  in  the  flow  of  sewage  in  the  different  seasons  of  the  year  is 
due  very  largely  to  variations  in  leakage  of  water  into  the  sewers.  The 
flow  of  sewage  from  the  various  systems  of  sewers  is  generally  highest  in . 


No.  34.]         EFFECT   OF   SEWAGE   DISPOSAL. 


327 


the  early  spring,  when  the  ground  is  saturated  with  water,  and  least  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  summer  or  early  autumn  when  the  level  of  the  ground 
water  is  lowest. 

The  quantity  of  sewage  flowing  from  a  system  of  sewers  also  presents 
considerable  variations  from  day  to  day  and  from  hour  to  hour.  The  vari- 
ations in  the  flow  of  sewage  from  hour  to  hour  are  well  illustrated  by  the 
table  on  page  330. 

In  order  to  illustrate  the  ratio  of  the  flow  of  sewage  from  a  city  or  town 
to  the  average  flow  of  a  stream,  the  following  table  is  presented,  showing 
the  average  flow  of  sewage  from  one  of  the  separate  systems  of  sewers  in 
the  State,  the  flow  of  which  is  not  affected  by  extraordinary  conditions, 
and  the  average  flow  of  a  stream  during  the  same  period :  — 


MONIH. 


Flow  of . Stream 
(tiallonft  per 

Day  per 
Square  Mile). 


Klow  of  Sewaire 

(Uallons  per 

Day). 


Ratio  of 

Stream  Klow 

to  Aewage. 


Jaoaary,   . 

Febmary, 

March, 

April, 

Mny. .        . 

Jane, 

July, 

August,     . 

September, 

October,    . 

November, 

December, 


Average  for  year. 


475.000 

4,150,000 

2,800,0u0 

1,980,000 

1,621.000 

874,000 

149,000 

160.000 

79,000 

182,000 

99S.000 

951,000 


1,181,000 


405,000 
689,000 
758,000 
694,000 
651.000 
608,000 
361,000 
828.U0O 
882,000 
417,000 
477,000 
789,000 


542,000 


.96 

6.49 

8.70 

2.86 

2.84 

.62 

.41 

.52 

.24 

.44 

2.08 

1.29 


2.09 


Character  of  Sewage  of  Cities  and  Towns. 

Sewage  has  been  defined  as  the  domestic  and  manufacturing  filth  and 
refuse  flowing  from  sewers,  and  is  to  be  distinguished  from  '^  drainage," 
which  refers  to  rainfall,  surface  and  subsoil  water  only.  As  has  been  al- 
ready shown,  sewage  derived  from  the  various  fixtures  in  dwellings,  stores, 
factories,  etc.,  from  which  it  is  discharged  into  the  sewers,  is  mingled  with 
a  greater  or  less  quantity  of  clean  water  from  the  public  water  supply, 
aud  of  probably  fairly  clean  water  draining  from  the  ground  into  the 
sewers  through  leaks.  When  the  mixture  of  sewage  and  waste  water  in 
the  sewers  first  takes  place,  and  sewage  is  brought  in  contact  with  com- 
paratively clean  water  and  with  the  air,  the  disintegration  of  the  various 
matters  begins,  and  the  sewage  becomes  rapidly  mingled  with  the  water. 
The  decomposition  of  the  organic  matter  in  the  sewage  goes  on  rapidly, 
and  solid  matters  become  broken  up  and  finely  divided.  In  cases  where 
sewage  is  a  long  time  in  reaching  the  outlet,  the  odor  becomes  very  much 
more  offensive  than  that  of  fresh  sewage.  The  strength  of  the  sewage 
flowing  from  different  systems  of  sewers  differs  greatly,  on  account  of  dif- 
ferences in  the  quantity  of  water  used,  in  the  waste  or  leakage  into  the 
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sewers,  and  on  account  of  the  quantity  and  character  of  the  mannfaotariDg 
wastes  discharged  into  the  sewers.  This  may  be  itlastrated  by  the  follow- 
ing table,  showing  the  average  analyses  of  sewage  from  different  systems;  — 
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Nalick. 

The  results  of  the  numerous  analyses  of  sewage  and  of  many  observa- 
tions upon  the  quantity  of  sewage  flowing  from  different  systems  indicate 
that  the  quantity  of  putrescible  organic  matter  in  ordinary  sewage  depends 
rather  upon  the  population  connected  with  the  sewers  than  upon  the  actual 
quantity  of  sewage  flowing  from  the  sewers.  That  is,  the  total  quantity  of 
organic  matter  discharged  in  the  sewage  from  a  given  population  is  prob- 
ably approximately  the  same,  whether  the  quantity  of  sewage  flowing  in 
the  sewers  is  large  or  small. 

This  may  be  illustrated  by  the  following  table,  in  which  is  given  (I)  the 
quantity  of  albuminoid  ammonia  in  the  sewage  of  four  cities  and  towns  in 
which  very  little  manufacturing  waste  is  discharged  into  the  sewers,  deter- 
mined from  the  results  of  numerous  analyses  of  samples  collected  at  fre- 
quent intervals,  and  (2)  the  calculated  quantity  of  albuminoid  ammonia 
in  parts  per  100,000  that  these  amounts  woald  represent  if  this  quantity  of 
organic  matter  had  been  contained  in  100  gallons  of  water  for  each  person 
connected  with  the  sewers. 
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The  sewage  of  many  of  the  cities  and  towns,  however,  is  atKHtger  in  or- 
ganic matter,  on  account  of  the  discharge  of  manufacturing  wastes  into  the 
sewers,  than  the  sewage  of  the  places  mentioned. 
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Sewage  flowing  from  a  system  of  sewers  varies  in  strength  at  different 
seasons  of  the  year.'  In  the  summer  and  early  fall,  when  the  leakage  into 
the  sewers  is  least,  the  sewage  is  generally  strongest ;  while  in  the  winter 
and  spring,  when  the  leakage  is  greatest,  the  sewage  is  much  more  dilute. 
There  are  considerable  variations  also  in  the  strength  of  sewage  from  day 
to  day.  There  is  a  very  great  variation  in  the  strength  of  sewage  in  the 
different  hours  of  the  day,  the  strongest  being  found  at  the  time  of  maxi- 
mum flow  in  the  day,  while  the  sewage  is  weakest  at  the  time  of*  minimum 
flow  at  night. 

The  variations  in  the  strength  of  sewage  at  different  seasons  of  the  year 
and  at  different  hours  of  the  day  are  illustrated  by  the  two  following  tables, 
the  first  showing  the  results  of  monthly  analyses  of  the  sewage  from  a  sep- 
arate system  of  sewers,  and  the  second  showing  the  character  of  the  sewage 
in  different  parts  of  the  day. 


Table  showing  Results  op  Monthly  Analyses  of  Sewage  from  a 

Separate  System  of  Sewers. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Months. 


Residue  on 
Evaporation. 


Jaoaary,     , 
February,  , 
March, 
April, . 
May,    . 
Jane,  . 
July.   . 
Angaat, 
Septembt-r, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


81. eo 

58.20 
40.20 
20.00 
24.40 
21.00 
86.40 
03.20 
74.00 
74.80 
76.80 
46.80 


Ammonia. 


Free. 


8.1400 
6.0000 
8.6400 
0.6000 
1.6600 
0.9000 
8.4200 
6.4000 
4.8000 
7.0000 
7.4000 
2.0800 


Albuminoid. 


0.0000 
0.0800 
0.7400 
0.2700 
0.2800 
0.2000 
0.6600 
1.6200 
1.1400 
0.0400 
1.8000 
0.4000 


Chlorine. 


4.87 
6.40 
4.86 
3.80 
8.70 
8.20 
4.80 

14.06 
0.00 
0.20 

11.10 
4.00 


330 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


Tablk  showing  Variations  in  the  Flow  and  in  tbb  Chabactbb  op  Skwaob 

[Part*  par  100,000.] 
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1 

28866 

1898. 

May  31 

11.26  A.M.  and  1 
12.12  P.M. 

478,600 

62.0 

70.00 

26.60 

62.60 

66.40 

10.00 

46.40 

2 

28866 

May  81 

1.11  and   2.18  pm. 

474,400 

62.0 

86.00 

24.80 

11.20 

20.00 

10.20 

0.80 

3 

28867 

May  81 

8.07  and    4.10  p.m. 

474,600 

62.6 

86.60 

20.60 

16.00 

21.00 

8.00 

18.00 

4 

28868 

May  81 

6.08  and    6.00  p.m. 

424,400 

62.2 

24.80 

16.20 

8.60 

11.80 

6.20 

6.60 

6 

28860 

May  81 

7.10  and   8.08  p.m. 

801.400 

62.6 

28.60 

18.00 

4.70 

10.00 

6.00 

4.00 

6 

28860  I  May  81 

0.12  and  10.18  P.M. 

861,600 

61.8 

21.40 

16.00 

6.60 

0.20 

4.80 

4.40 

7 

28861    May  81 

(  11.16  P.M.  and  ) 
12.18  a  M.« 

886,700 

61.0 

16.60 

18.60 

2.10 

6.00 

8.60 

1.60 

8 

28362  >  Jane    1 

1 

1.18  and   2.14  a.m. 

800,200 

60.6 

12.20 

11.60 

0.70 

4.40 

8.70 

0.70 

0 

28868 

Jane    1 

4.00  a.m. 

804,700 

60.0 

12.00 

11.20 

0.80 

8.80 

3.80 

0.(0 

10 

28864 

Jane    1 

6.12  and    6.18  a.m. 

811,600 

60.6 

11.40 

11.20 

0.20 

2.80 

2.80 

0.00 

11 

1 
28866 ;  Jane    1 

7.16  and    8.12  a.m. 

801,100 

60.6 

24.00 

14.00 

0.10 

11.40 

3.90 

7.60 

12 

28866*  Jane    1 

0.10  and  10.02  A.M. 

410,400 

61.6 

47.40 

21.60 

26.00 

80.40 
17.10 

8.10 

28.80 

13 

Average  for  24  hoars, 

880,700 

61.4 

80.00 

18.00 

12.00 

6.10 

1 
11.00 

*  June  1. 

Manufacturing  Wastes'. 

,  Manufacturing  wastes  of  various  kinds  are  very  important  factors  in  the 
pollution  of  streams,  and  the  present  condition  of  one  of  the  most  grossly 
polluted  streams  in  the  State  is  due  almost  wholly  to  the  discharge  of  man- 
ufacturing wastes  into  the  stream  and  its  tributaries.  The  manufacturing 
wastes  which  have  the  most  serious  effect  in  polluting  streams  and  are  most 
commonly  met  with  in  this  State  are  the  wastes  from  woolen  mills,  includ- 
ing the  wastes  from  the  scouring  of  wool  and  the  washing  and  dyeing  of 
cloth,  wastes  from  tanneries,  from  paper  mills,  from  shoddy  mills,  from 
print  works  and  from  rubber  mills,  silk  factories  and  gas  works. 

The  wastes  from  the  processes  of  wool-scouring  usually  contain  very  large 
quantities  of  dirt  and  organic  matter  of  various  kinds,  and  are  very  serious 
sources  of  pollution  of  streams  at  many  places.  An  examination  of  the 
quantity  of  water  used  in  scouring  wool  at  many  different  mills  in  the  State 
shows  that  it  ranges  from  approximately  1  gallon  per  pound  of  wool  scoured 
to  100  gallons  and  even  200  gallons  per  pound  of  wool  scoured.  The  proc- 
ess in  which  the  smaller  quantity  is  used  is  becoming  a  more  common  one, 
and  this  method  gives  a  waste  which  contains  a  very  large  quantity  of  organic 
matter  and  much  grease.  Characteristic  analyses  resulting  from  each  proe- 
eas  are  given  in  the  table  on  pages  832  and  333. 
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jvoH  A  Sbparatb  Ststeh  ok  Sewkrs  for  a  Pebiod  op  Twkmtt-vodb  Hocbs. 

[PmitM  par  100,000.] 
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12 
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1 
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.0620 

.0040 

2.48 

1.28 

18 

In  some  cases  wastes  from  woolen  mills  are  discharged  into  a  city  or 
town  sewerage  system,  greatly  increasiDg  the  strength  of  the  sewage. 
Wool- scouring  wastes  are  very  difficult  to  purify  by  methods  used  in  the 
purification  of  sewage,  though  they  can  be  readily  purified  by  intermittent 
filtration  when  mixed  with  a  large  quantity  of  ordinary  domestic  sewage. 
Processes  by  which  the  grease,  which  is  the  element  causing  the  most  seri- 
ous difficulty  in  the  purification  of  this  waste,  can  be  removed  and  a  valu- 
able product  recovered,  are  in  use  in  some  mills. 

In  the  process  of  washing  cloth  large  quantities  of  water  are  used,  and 
this  water  is  grossly  polluted  in  the  earlier  portion  of  the  process.  Toward 
the  end,  as  the  cloth  becomes  nearly  clean,  the  quantity  of  organic  matter 
is  small.  On  the  whole,  this  waste  has  a  serious  effect  in  the  pollution  of 
streams. 

Waste  liquors  from  the  process  of  dyeing  contain,  as  a  rule,  comparatively 
little  organic  matter,  especially  in  cases  where  aniline  dyes  are  used ;  and 
the  principal  injury  to  streams  resulting  from  the  discharge  of  such  wastes 
is  the  discoloration  of  the  water.  In  some  cases  much  organic  matter  is 
washed  from  the  cloth  in  the  processes  of  dyeing ;  and  in  such  cases,  and 
in  cases  in  which  the  heavier  dyes  are  used,  very  considerable  pollution  of 
a  stream  may  result  from  the  discharge  of  spent  dye  liquors. 

Tannery  wastes  contain  great  quantities  of  pulreBcWAe  ot^^^tlv^xcaXXi^t^ 
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and  the  quantitj  of  organic  matter  id  the  wastes  from  a  large  tannery  may 
amotiDt  to  as  much  as  that  present  in  the  sewage  from  a  town  of  ooosider- 
abie  size,  and  ita  efTect  upon  a  stream  is  similar  to  tbat  of  sewage.  A 
characteristic  analysis  of  tannery  sewage  is  given  in  the  accompanying 
table.  The  disinfectants  which  are  sometimes  used  for  the  preservation 
of  skiDB  of  animals  in  the  coarse  of  transportation  to  a  tannerj'  sometimes 
make  the  purification  of  such  wastes  difficult. 

The  wastes  from  paper  mills  are  derived  largely  from  the  washing  of 
rags  and  paper  used  for  stock,  and  from  the  water  used  in  paper  machines 
in  wbicit  the  pulp  is  made  into  paper.  The  waste  from  the  washing  of 
stock  usually  contains  mnch  organic  matter,  and  the  quantity  is  large,  since 
a  large  quantity  of  water  is  used.  The  greatest  quantity  of  water  wasted 
from  paper  mills  comes  from  the  paper  machines,  and  the  wastes  from  some 
of  the  larger  machines  may  amount  to  from  500,000  to  1,000,000  gallons  in 
twenty-four  hours.  The  wastes  from  paper  machines  usually  contain  com- 
paratively little  putrescible  organic  matter;  and  experiments  indicate  that 
such  wastes  can  be  efflciently  purified  by  straining,  and  probably  valuable 
matter  recovered  that  would  otherwise  be  lost.  Wastes  from  the  waabers 
and  beaters  cau  also  probably  be  puriQed  elllciently  in  this  way  in  many 
«ases. 

Wastes  from  shoddy  mills  consist  of  dirt  and  oi^anic  matter  washed  from 
the  rags  used  as  stock,  and  large  quantities  of  acid  are  often  used  in  these 
mills.  Wastes  from  shoddy  mills  have  a  very  serious  effect  in  the  pollution 
of  streams. 

The  following  table  contains  analyses  of  many  of  the  important  mann- 
facturing  wastes  from  mills  of  different  kinds  in  the  State  which  have  the 
most  serious  effect  in  the  pollution  of  streams :  — 

CBttMicAL  Analyses  of  Wastes  kboh  Various  Mancfaoturing  Processes. 
Waste  from  Washer  in  Paper  ifiH. 
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Crkuical  Analtses  of  Wastes  kroh  Yakious  Mancfactuhikq  Processes 

—  Concluded. 

Waste  from  Scouring  of  Wool. 

[ParU  par  100,000.] 
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OsJECTtONABLK   CONDmOMS   REBULTINO    FROU    THE    DigCHAROK   OF    SbWAGE 

INTO  Streams. 
The  most  objectionable  condiUon  that  may  result  from  the  discharge  of 
sewage  into  streams  or  other  iolBod  waters  is  the  polliitioa  of  a  source  of 
water  supply.  In  Masaachusetts  the  use  of  the  larger  rivers  as  direct 
sources  of  public  water  supply  without  purificatioo  has  practically  ceased  ; 
but  polluted  river  waters  are  still,  in  many  cases,  used  for  washing  and 
other  processes  in  factories  and  millswhere  they  arc  available  for  drinking, 
and  are  sometimes  so  used.  The  discharge  of  sewage  into  a  stream  may  be 
objectionable,  even  though  the  effect  of  the  sewage  upon  the  appearance  of 
the  stream  may  not  be  noticeable,  in  cases  where  the  stream  discbai^es  into 
tidal  waters  from  which  shell-fish  are  tahen.  A  sewage- polluted  water  may 
also  be  objectionable  for  some  maDufacturing  and  mechanical  purposes. 
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In  general,  the  most  objectionable  conditions  resulting  from  the  discharge 
of  sewage  into  inland  waters,  as  shown  by  these  investigations,  aside  from  the 
pollution  of  water  supplies,  are  those  in  which  the  stream  itself  is  rendered 
offensive  to  sight  and  smell  for  a  considerable  portion  of  its  course.  Very 
objectionable  conditions  have  been  found  at  sewer  outlets  where  the  quan- 
tity of  sewage  is  so  small  in  proportion  to  the  flow  of  the  stream  that,  with 
a  properly  constructed  outlet,  no  offence  would  be  created.  Many  sewer 
outlets  have  been  found  in  which  the  sewage  is  discharged  at  a  considerable 
distance  back  from  the  bank  or  shore  of  the  stream  or  pond  into  which  the 
sewage  finds  its  way,  and  the  sewage  spreads  out  over  a  considerable  area, 
and  collects  in  pools  before  reaching  the  water.  Nuisances  are  caused  in 
other  cases  by  outlets  located  at  the  bank  of  a  stream  or  the  shore  of  a 
pond  in  a  shallow  pool  or  bay,  into  which  little  or  no  water  finds  its  way, 
and  the  sewage  collects  and  putrefies,  giving  off  a  very  offensive  odor. 
Some  outlets  which  discharge  into  the  water,  and  are  not  objectionable 
under  ordinary  conditions,  become  offensive  at  times  when  the  water  in  the 
stream  or  pond  recedes  in  dry  weather,  allowing  the  sewage  to  spread  over 
the  exposed  bottom.  Such  nuisances  are  not  found  where  the  outlet  ex- 
tends a  suflScient  distance  into  the  water  to  prevent  the  sewage  from  return- 
ing to  the  shore  until  thoroughly  mingled  with  the  water.  Satisfactory 
outlets  of  the  latter  sort  have  been  constructed  in  connection  with  some  of 
the  sewers  in  Springfield  and  at  a  few  other  places. 

Observations  upon  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  water  at  many  places 
show  that  there  is  much  advantage  in  discharging  it  at  several  outlets, 
since  the  sewf^ge  then  mingles  much  more  rapidly  with  the  water,  and  is 
subjected  more  quickly  to  those  actions  which  tend  to  remove  its  effect. 

In  making  the  investigations  included  in  this  report,  inspection  has  been 
relied  upon  in  the  first  place  to  locate  the  points  of  pollution  and  determine 
the  conditions  about  sewer  outlets  and  the  general  condition  of  the  streams. 
Chemical  analyses  of  the  waters  of  the  streams  at  various  points  have  been 
made,  to  determine  their  condition  and  the  effect  of  the  pollution.  In  a 
few  cases  also  bacterial  examinations  have  been  made,  which  are  of  assist- 
ance when  used  in  connection  with  the  other  investigations. 

Method  op  making  Examinations  and  presenting  Results. 

In  presenting  the  results  of  the  examinations  of  the  various  rivers  and 
sewer  outlets,  a  tabic  is  first  given  containing  a  list  of  the  cities  and  towns 
within  the  river  basin,  with  statistics  as  to  the  population,  sewerage,  etc., 
of  the  town,  and  next  a  table  showing  the  drainage  area  of  the  river  at 
various  points,  with  statistics  as  to  the  population,  etc.,  on  the  water-shed. 
Subsequently  a  table  giving  an  average  of  the  results  of  monthly  analyses 
during  the  six  driest  mouths  of  the  year,  from  June  to  November  inclusive, 
is  presented  for  all  the  places  within  the  water-shed  where  such  observa- 
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tions  have  been  made ;  and  finally  the  resalts  of  special  examinations  of 
some  of  the  streams  are  presented,  showing  the  flow  of  the  stream  and  the 
condition  of  the  water,  as  shown  by  chemical  analyses,  at  various  points 
at  the  time  the  special  examination  was  made. 

The  streams  will  be  considered  in  the  following  order :  — 


Assabet  (see  Concord). 

Blackstone. 

Charles. 

Chicopee. 

Concord. 

Connecticut. 

Deerfield. 

French. 

Green  (see  Deerfield). 

Hoosick. 

Housatonic. 

Manhan  (see  Connecticut). 

Merrimack. 

Mill  (see  Connecticut). 


Miller's. 

Nashua. 

Neponset. 

Quaboag  (see  Chicopee). 

Quinebaug. 

Seven  Mile  (see  Chicopee). 

Shawsheen  (see  Merrimack). 

Sudbury  (see  Concord). 

Swift  (see  Chicopee). 

Taunton. 

Ten  Mile. 

Ware  (see  Chicopee). 

Westfield. 


BLACKSTONE  RIVER. 

The  Blackstone  River  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  Kettle  and  Mill  brooks 
in  the  southerly  part  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  and  flows  in  a  south-easterly 
direction  into  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

There  are  numerous  factories  on  the  stream  and  its  tributaries,  using  the 
water  for  power  purposes ;  and  the  water-shed  contains  many  large  ponds 
and  reservoirs  used  for  storage  purposes,  so  that  the  flow  of  the  stream  is 
well  maintained  during  dry  weather. 

The  following  tables  give  statistics  in  regard  to  the  drainage  areas  and 
the  population  on  them  at  various  points :  — 


LOOALITT. 


Distance 

Drainage 

Population 

Population 

Above 

Area 

on 

per 

State  IJne 

(Square 
Miloa). 

Drainage 

Square 

(Miles). 

Area. 

3Iile. 

Estimated 
PopuUtion  dis- 

chariring 

Sewape  or 
Sewaae  Kffluent 

Into  Klver. 


Below  Worceater  8«wago  purification  worki, 

Dam  of  Cordia  Manufactarlng   Company, 

Millbury. 
Dam  of   Calumet  Woolen   Company,  Uz. 

bridge. 
Dam  at  Mlllvllle 


Dam  of    BlackstoDe    Manufacturing  Com- 

pony. 
Bute  line, 


24.8 

22.3 

10.4 

3.5 

1.0 

0.0 


69.6 

77.9 

145.9 

258.1 


I 
122,800 

126,400 

I 

137,500   I 

I 

151,100   ' 


260.3    I     154,400   . 


363.8    ,     104,800 


1,760 
1.62d 
943 
587 
593 
454 


124,000 
124,800 
126,000 
129,600 
131,100 
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Oilies  and  Totoas,  eonaiden^U  Porliom  of  which  are  toithin  the  Water-Aed  of 
Blackstone  River. 


.„„„. 

"i 

1 

i, 

»"i'srs.''is;:r' 

B4IS 

Qen.«l.> 

None. 
Kona. 

Kona. 

6Q0 

KO 
8.0M 

TW 

i.Me 

Foni  wooKn  mllli. 

Fiinr  «D0L>n  mtlli,  ooa  coiUD  mllJ.  oD*  Unu 
inlll,  ODB  iDdlgo  mill. 

Sulton 

NorthbrWge..       .        . 

Upi™ 

Mmdoa.        .       .       . 

r,(a» 

1,»3J 

ona  ihoe-ilrlna  ticlory,  oDe  ■boa  hnor;. 
Ooa  iDHtalDe  -ocka.  on*  wwlan  mill. 

None. 

B<illlDgti>m,   .       .        .       ),U2 
BliDkitow,    ...       S.TI1 
QloooetHr.  R.  1.. .        .        I,4« 
BarrlllTlllB,  R.I.,                 «.3IT 
RonhBnilllifleld.  R.I.,       1.413 

Nona. 

*  B«w>f«  imrlfloatlan  worki  In  nia. 

Kettle  Brook  has  its  Bource  in  the  town  of  Leicester,  aad  flows  through 
Cherry  Valley,  a  village  situated  partly  Id  the  town  of  Leicester  and  partly 
in  the  city  of  Worcester.  Thence  it  flows  in  a  circuitous  course  through  the 
tonn  of  Auburn  across  the  southerly  portion  of  the  city  of  Worcester  to 
Quinaigamood  Village,  where  it  unites  with  Mill  Brook.  The  water  of  the 
upper  portion  of  Kettle  Brook  and  of  two  of  its  tributaries,  Lynde  and 
Tatniick  brooks,  is  used  for  the  supply  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  which 
materially  reduces  the  flow  of  the  brook ;  but  practically  all  of  the  water 
diverted  is  returned  through  the  city  sewers  to  the  Blackstoue  River  below 
the  junction  of  the  two  brooks. 

The  first  sources  of  [dilution  on  Kettle  Brook  are  the  woolen  mills  in 
Cherry  Valley.  There  are  eight  mills,  employing  about  700  persons,  and 
the  sewage  from  600  operatives  is  discharged  directly  into  the  stream.  At 
all  of  these  mills  large  quantities  of  manufacturing  wastes  are  produced, 
all  of  which  are  discharged  directly  into  the  stream.     Tbeae  wastes  conaist 
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chiefly  of  spent  dyes  and  water  used  for  washing  cloth,  which  discolor  the 
stream  and  make  it  offensive  both  to  sight  and  smell. 

At  Jamesville  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  just  below  Cherry  Valley,  there 
is  a  large  woolen  mill,  wastes  from  which  are  discharged  into  the  stream ; 
and  at  Stoneville  and  Pondville,  two  villages  in  the  town  of  Auburn,  there 
are  woolen  mills  employing  about  235  persons,  all  of  the  manufacturing 
wastes  and  the  sewage  from  about  100  operatives  being  discharged  directly 
into  the  stream. 

Between  Cherry  Valley  and  the  point  where  it  re-enters  the  city  of 
Worcester  the  brook  flows  through  several  large  mill  ponds,  and  the 
appearance  of  the  water  is  very  much  improved. 

In  the  south-westerly  portion  of  Worcester  the  stream  receives  the  wastes 
from  two  woolen  mills  and  from  a  large  bleachery  and  dye  works,  and  the 
sewage  from  about  185  persons  employed  in  these  factories.  Below  this 
point  the  water  is  again  badly  discolored,  and  otherwise  objectionable. 

About  a  mile  above  its  Junction  with  Mill  Brook,  Kettle  Brook* receives 
the  sewage  and  wastes  from  a  carpet  factory,  where  great  quantities  of 
wool  are  scoured,  and  large  quantities  of  wastes  from  this  process,  and 
from  dyeing  and  washing,  are  discharged  into  the  stream.  Arrangements 
are  now  being  made  for  connecting  this  factory  with  the  city  sewers,  by 
which  all  of  the  sewage  proper  and  the  worst  portion  of  the  manufacturing 
wastes  will  be  removed.  Below  the  carpet  factory  the  city  is  building  a 
walled  channel  to  contain  the  brook,  which  for  the  remainder  of  its  course 
is  exceedingly  foul. 

Mill  Brook,  which  unites  with  Kettle  Brook  at  Quinsigamond  Village, 
flows  through  the  central  potion  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  and  throughout 
much  of  its  course  is  contained  within  a  covered  channel,  which  until 
recently  received  practically  all  of  the  sewage  of  the  city  of  Worcester ; 
and  the  dry-weather  flow  of  the  brook,  including  the  sewage,  was  conveyed 
to  the  precipitation  works  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  where  it  was  treated 
with  chemicals  before  being  discharged  into  the  Blackstone  River. 

The  city  of  Worcester  contained  in  1900  a  population  of  118,421,  and 
the  estimated  population  in  1902  is  126,000.  Practically  all  of  the  city  is 
served  by  sewers  which  are  built  on  the  combined  plan.  The  sewers  also 
receive  large  quantities  of  manufacturing  wastes  from  the  many  mills  in 
the  city.  By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  in  1886,  the  city  was  directed  to 
purify  its  sewage  before  discharging  it  into  the  Blackstone  River ;  and  purifi- 
cation works  were  constructed  about  a  mile  below  the  point  where  the  Mill 
Brook  channel  discharges  into  the  river,  for  the  purification  of  the  sewage 
by  chemical  precipitation.  The  precipitation  works  arc  capable  of  treating 
the  dry-weather  flow  of  Mill  Brook,  including  the  sewage  of  the  city  ;  but 
at  times  of  storms  or  melting  snow  a  considerable  portion  of  the  flow  of  the 
brook  has  been  discharged  into  the  river  without  treatment. 
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The  quantity  of  organic  matter  removed  from  the  sewage  by  chemical 
precipitation  and  sedimentation  as  practised  at  Worcester  amounts  to  about 
50  per  cent,  of  that  present  in  tlie  sewage,  so  that  even  when  all  of  the 
sewage  is  being  treated,  an  enormous  quantity  of  organic  matter  is  still 
discharged  into  the  Blackstone  River.  In  order  to  provide  for  the  further 
treatment  of  the  sewage,  and  to  facilitate  this  by  reducing  the  quantity  of 
sewage  to  be  treated,  the  separate  system  of  sewerage  is  being  introduced 
and  intercepting  sewers  are  being  constructed  to  divert  the  dry-weather  flow 
of  sewage  from  Mill  Brooic  and  convey  it  to  the  purification  works,  the  Mill 
Brook  channel  being  retained  to  carry  the  natural  flow  of  the  brook  and  the 
excess  of  flow  in  the  intercepting  sewers  at  times  of  storm  directly  to  the 
Blackstone  River. 

At  the  present  time,  in  addition  to  the  precipitation  works,  there  are 
about  10  acres  of  filter  beds,  on  which  a  portion  of  the  eflSuent  from  the 
precipitation  works  is  discharged.  Additional  filter  beds  are  now  being 
constructed.  During  the  year  1902,  12,500,000  gallons  of  sewage  per  day 
were  treated  at  the  purification  works ;  and  the  accompanying  table,  taken 
from  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  sewers  of  the  city  of  Worcester 
for  the  year  ending  Nov.  80,  1902,  shows  the  purification  effected  during 
each  month  of  the  year :  — 

Combined  Results  of  Sewage  Treatment.  —  Monthly  Averages  of 

Weekly  Analyses  of  Daily  Samples. 

[PftrU  per  100,000.] 


Ammonia. 


DATS  OF  COLLXCTIOII. 


Free. 


ALBUMIKOID. 


I 


Total. 


Dissolved. 


8us- 
pended. 


BewAKe,  December,  1001, 

Effluent,  December,  1901, 

Per  cent,  removed,   . 

Bewage,  January,  1902, 
Effluent,  January,  1902, 
Per  cent,  removed,   . 

6ewa(;e,  February,  1902, 

Effluent,  February,  1902, 

Per  cent,  removed,  . 

HewnKe,  March,  1902,  . 

Effluent,  March,  1902, . 

Per  cent,  removed,  . 

Bewage,  April,  1902,    . 

ElfluHnt,  April.  190'2,   . 

Pur  cent  removed,   . 

Sewage,  May,  190'2, 
Effluent,  May,  1902,     . 
Per  cent,  removed,   . 

Sewage,  June,  1902,     . 

Effluent,  June,  1902,     . 

Per  cent,  removed,  . 


1.470 
1.312 
10.75 

1.717 
1.848 
21.49 

2.628 
1.945 
23.06 

1.256 
1.083 
13.77 

1.535 
1.249 
18.67 

2.302 
'     1.750 
23.97 

2.481 
2.113 
13.08 


.674 
.327 
61.47 

.708 
.800 
67.32 

.896 
.446 
50.28 

.671 
.332 
41.86 

.501 
.301 
39.92 

.769 
.354  : 
53.90    I 

.941  ! 
.408 
56.63 


.196 
.827 
-66.83 

.232 
.300 
-29.31 

.848 
.381 
-11.08 

.186 
.202 
—8.60 

.175 
.250 
-42.86 

.247 
.299 
-21.05 

.250 
.886 
-54.41 


.478 
.000 
100.00 

.471 
.000 
100.00 

.552 
.064 
88.41 

.386 
.130  . 
66.22 

.826 
.051 
84.36 

.522 
.055 
89.46 

.691 
.022 
90.81 


OxTOBir 

COiCSDMBD. 


Un- 
flltered. 


Filtered. 


9.48 

8.86 

60.07 

10.26 

8.70 

63.06 

•12.63 

6.72 

64.71 

8.29 

3.61 

66.44 

9.67 

8.95 

59.16 

11.13 

4.50 

69.60 

13.27 

4.37 

07.07 


7.23 

3.62 

61.33 

7.28 

8.47 

62.84 

7.70 

4.72 

88.70 

6.18 

2.91 

48.82 

6.16 

3.06 

60.32 

6.97 

4.10 

41.18 

8.28 

8.06 

62.80 


Chlorine. 


Average 
Flow  per 

:  In  Mlllioo 
Oallont. 


6.64 
6.68 


0.S6 
6.19 


7.44 
7.66 


7.20 
6.78 


6.61 
6.16 


8.77 
8.46 


10.12 
10.29 


12.40 


10.S8 


11.83 


15.97 


16.51 


18. 


II 


11.19 
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Combined  Results  of  Sewage  Treatment.  — Monthly  Averaobs  of 
Weekly  Analyses  of  Daily  Samples  —  Concluded. 

[ParU  per  100»000.] 


AlOfOVIA. 


Datb  op  COLLICnOM. 


Free. 


ALBUMIVOID. 


I 


ToUl. 


DtMolved. 


Sus- 
pended. 


Sewage,  July*  1902,     . 

Bfflueot,  July,  1002,     . 

Per  cent,  removed,  . 

Sewage,  Aoiniat,  1902, 

Effluent,  August,  1902, 

Per  cent,  removed,  . 

Sewage,  September,  1902, 

Sffloeot,  September,  1902, 

Per  cent,  removed,  . 

Sewage,  October,  1902, 

Effluent,  October,  1902, 

Per  cent,  removed,  . 

Sewage,  November,  1902, 

Effluent,  November,  1902, 

Per  cent,  removed,  . 

Average  sewage,  1902, 

Average  effluent,  1902 

Per  cent,  removed. 


2.487 
1.989 
18.39 

2.891 
2.042 
14.fl0 

2.094 
2.680 
4.01 

2.272 
2.030 
10.89 

2.225 
2.168 
2.79 


2.059 
1.763 
14.37 


1.041 
.888 
88.22 

.960 
.452 

58.85 

t 

1.065 
.488 
54.18 

.978 
.396 
59.80 

.809 
.462 
46.84 


.810 
.888 
52.74 


.292 
.350 
-19.86 

.807 
.400 
-80.80 

.856 
.412 
-15.78 

.266 
.840 
-27.82 

.S50 
.868 
-32.00 


.252 
.827 
29.77 


.749 
.038 
95.57 

.662 
.052 
92.12 

.709 
.076 
89.29 

.707 
.056 
92.08 

.619 
.094 
84.82 


.558 
.056 
89.99 


OXTOEH 
COMSCMKD. 


Un- 
fUtered. 


Filtered 


12.45 

8.45 

72.30 

11.81 

4.13 

65.08 

12.72 

4.45 

65.01 

11.48 

8.95 

65.60 

11.10 

4.60 

57.76 


11.02 

4.10 

62.81 


7.08 

8.09 

56.80 

6.82 

3.78 

45.81 

7.18 

8.64 

49.30 

6.41 

8.42 

46.65 

6.71 

4.27 

86.37 


6.88 

8.54 

48.19 


Chlorine. 


Average 
Flow  per 

Day 

m  Million 

Oallons. 


10.87 
10.77 


10.62 
10.71 


10.65 
11.10 


9.89 
9.61 


9.18 
9.51 


8.43 
7.05 


10.00 


10.75 


10.76 


18.29 


14.20 


12.54 


NoTS.  —  Thle  table  is  made  up  of  monthly  averages  of  analyses  of  sewage,  tbe  effluent  from  chemical 
precipitation  alone,  and  from  precipitation  followed  by  filtration,  combined  by  calculation  according  to 
the  flow  treated  by  each  of  the  two  methods. 

The  effluent  from  tbe  precipitation  works  is  discharged  into  the  river 
about  a  mile  below  the  junction  of  Mill  and  Kettle  brooks,  and  the  river 
below  this  point  is  a  very  foully  polluted  stream,  and  is  exceedingly 
offensive. 

The  village  of  Millbury  is  situated  about  3  miles  below  the  Worcester 
precipitation  works,  and  the  several  mill  ponds  on  the  river  contain  an 
accamulatiou  of  organic  matter,  and  are  very  offensive.  Within  the  town 
of  Millbury  the  river  receives  the  flow  from  Singletary  Brook,  on  which 
there  are  several  mills.  There  are  also  several  factories  on  tbe  main  river 
in  this  village.  Altogether  there  are  about  fifteen  factories  in  Millbury, 
employing  900  persons,  and  the  sewage  from  675  of  these  is  discharged 
directly  into  the  stream.  Many  of  the  factories  do  not  produce  objection- 
able wastes,  but  there  are  two  woolen  mills  from  which  large  quantities  of 
wool-scouring  wastes  are  discharged  into  the  stream.  The  character  of  the 
river  improves  in  passing  through  Millbury,  notwithstanding  the  sewage 
and  manufacturing  wastes  discharged  into  it. 

In  Sutton,  the  next  town  through  which  the  river  passes,  there  are  sev- 
eral mill  privileges,  but  no  factories  which  are  now  in  operation. 

In  the  village  of  Saundersville,  in  Grafton,  there  is  a  cotton  mill  employ- 
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ing  175  persons,  from  which  the  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  stream.  The 
river  is  joined  at  this  point  by  the  Qainsigamond  River,  on  which  there  are 
several  mills  within  the  town  of  Grafton,  the  principal  wastes  being  from  a 
flax  mill  and  a  shoe  shop.  None  of  the  sewage  from  these  mills  is  dis- 
charged directly  into  the  stream.  The  effect  of  the  pnrer  water  of  the 
Quinsigamond  River  upon  the  water  of  the  Blackstone  River  is  very  notice- 
able, and  the  condition  of  the  river  below  Saunders ville  is  much  less  objec- 
tionable than  it  is  above  that  village. 

Just  below  the  junction  of  the  Quinsigamond  and  Blackstone  rivers,  at 
Fisherville,  in  the  town  of  Grafton,  there  is  a  large  cotton  mill  employing 
from  400  to  500  persons,  the  sewage  from  which  overflows  from  a  cess- 
pool into  the  river,  but  no  manufacturing  wastes  are  discharged  into  the 
stream. 

At  Rochdale,  in  the  town  of  Northbridge,  there  is  a  cotton  mill  employ- 
ing 600  persons,  but  no  considerable  quantities  of  sewage  or  wastes  are 
discharged  into  the  river  at  this  point. 

At  Riverdale,  in  Northbridge,  the  river  receives  sewage  and  large  quan- 
tities of  wastes  from  a  shoddy  mill  employing  60  persons. 

At  Uxbridge,  the  Calumet  Woolen  Company's  mills  discharge  the  sewage 
from  885  persons,  and  wastes  from  scouring  6,000  pounds  of  wool  daily 
and  from  washing  and  dyeing  the  finished  product,  into  the  stream. 

A  short  distance  below  the  Calumet  Woolen  Mills  the  river  is  joined  from 
the  west  by  the  Mumford  River,  which  flows  through  the  village  of  Man- 
chaug  in  the  town  of  Sutton,  the  town  of  Douglas,  and  the  villages  of 
Whitinsville  and  Linwood  in  the  town  of  Northbridge.  In  Manchaug  and 
Douglas  there  are  three  factories,  employing  together  about  1,000  persons, 
nearly  all  of  the  sewage  being  discharged  into  the  stream.  The  Manchaug 
mill  is  a  cotton  mill^  employing  over  500  persons,  and  those  in  Douglas  are 
a  tool  factory  and  a  woolen  mill.  At  the  cotton  mill  and  the  tool  factory 
there  are  no  wastes  discharged  into  the  river ;  but  at  the  woolen  mill  a 
small  quantity  of  wool  is  scoured,  and  the  wastes  from  this,  together  with 
the  wastes  from  washing  and  dyeing  the  finished  product,  are  discharged  into 
the  river. 

At  Whitinsville  the  Mumford  River  receives  a  small  quantity  of  wastes 
from  large  machine  works  and  from  a  cotton  mill.  The  village  of  Whitins- 
ville contains  a  large  population  and  is  provided  with  a  water  supply,  but 
it  is  as  yet  unprovided  with  a  complete  sewerage  system.  Sewers  hare 
been  constructed  which  receive  the  sink  drainage  from  a  large  proportion  of 
the  houses,  and  discharge  directly  into  the  river,  and  there  are  a  few  water- 
closets  in  dwelling-houses  and  in  the  factories  which  discharge  directly  into 
the  river.  Plans  have  been  prepared  for  the  sewerage  of  this  village,  the 
sewage  to  be  purified  by  sand  filtration.  The  Mumford  River  below  Whit- 
insville is  quite  noticeably  polluted. 
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In  Uxbridge  the  Mumford  River  receives  the  sewage  and  wastes  from 
three  mills,  employing  about  175  persons,  the  wasted  consisting  of  wool- 
scouring  liquor,  spent  dyes  and  water  used  for  washing  cloth. 

Just  below  the  junction  of  the  Mumford  River  with  the  Blackstone  there 
is  a  large  tributary  known  as  the  West  River,  on  which,  in  the  village  of 
Wheelock,  is  situated  a  mill  employing  about  60  persons,  the  sewage  and 
wastes  from  which  are  discharged  directly  into  the  river.  The  wastes  from^ 
this  mill  consist  of  water  used  for  washing  cloth  and  for  fulling. 

A  small  tributary  enters  the  river  just  below  the  West  River,  on  which  is 
a  satinet  mill,  which  discharges  the  sewage  from  75  operatives  and  the 
water  used  for  washing  cloth  and  for  fulling  cloth  into  the  stream. 

In  the  town  of  Blackstone  there  are  two  large  cotton  factories,  one  situ- 
ated in  the  village  of  Millville,  employing  100  persons,  and  the  other  in  the 
village  of  Blackstone,  employing  460  persons,  and  a  rubber  factory  in  the 
village  of  Millville,  employing  750  persons,  the  sewage  from  which,  together 
with  a  comparatively  small  quantity  of  manufacturing  waste,  is  discharged 
into  the  river.  The  town  of  Blackstone  is  not  provided  with  a  sewerage 
system,  but  a  large  quantity  of  sink  drainage  and  considerable  sewage  is 
discharged  into  the  river  through  private  sewers. 

The  character  of  the  Blackstone  River  is  well  shown  by  the  table  of 
averages  of  chemical  analyses  which  follows.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  river 
below  Worcester  contains  about  as  much  organic  matter  as  the  sewage 
flowing  from  some  sewerage  systems,  but  the  character  of  the  water  im- 
proves considerably,  due  chiefly  to  sedimentation  and  dilution.  When  it 
reaches  the  State  line  at  Blackstone,  however,  it  is  still  highly  polluted,  and 
has  an  objectionable  odor  in  the  drier  portion  of  the  year. 

The  Blackstone  River  is  joined  in  Rhode  Island,  a  short  distance  below 
the  State  line,  by  Mill  River,  the  drainage  area  of  which  is  33.7  square 
miles,  chiefly  in  Massachusetts.  Ttie  only  serious  sources  of  pollution 
upon  it  are  in  the  town  of  Hopedale,  10  miles  above  its  mouth. 

Hopedale  had  in  1900  a  population  of  2,087.  It  is  provided  with  a  sys- 
tem of  separate  sewers,  the  sewage  being  collected  in  a  tank  and  pumped  to 
the  filter  beds.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  sewage,  however,  is  at  times 
discharged  from  the  tank  directly  into  the  river. 

Besides  the  sewage,  the  river  receives  at  Hopedale  a  large  amount  of 
acid  wastes  from  a  factory  where  cotton  machinery  is  manufactured.  The 
river  below  the  village  is  at  times  very  noticeably  polluted. 
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Chuqcal  Examination  or  Water  frok  tbe  Blackbtoks  EIivkk.  —  Ater- 
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Blaekitone  Biver.btltceen  Mill  Brook  Channel  and  the  Sewage  PrecipUation  Worht 

of  the  City  of  Worceiter. 

(Part*  par  100,000,] 


" 

.'i=i,"o''.." 

1 
1 

i 

^':?j,r  1 

i 

1 

e 

K.™„ 

" 

""'■ 

1 

1   J 

1 

1 

t 
J 

i 
1^ 

1 

{ 

JUM-NOT. 

1887, 

'  .»i 

.!«M 

mi 

- 

Si 

.0100 

"          " 

1888 

M 

.3080 

1480 

om 

065&      t 

90 

.0388 

oc«i 

11 

isw 

1 

u 

0.03          S 

01 

.aioT 

lUO 

.oora 

OfrTS       1 

OT 

.0190 

0019 

I.B 

IStl 

IT.M        1 

IBM  '.IliT 

oKa    1 

30 

«01 

.1          .• 

IW. 

u 

M.rs      ( 

so 

.SM) 

lUl  '.OTOB 

0129      1 

4a 

.OWl 

0108 

t.I 

189! 

40 

It.M        4 

6$ 

.1480 

0U8  1.0140 

M4B      1 

0019 

•  •          .1 

18IU 

H 

10.03        i 

TO 

.0948 

0S80    .023« 

0144  ' 

T4 

.0119 

00D9 

4.4 

"          " 

ISOS 

1800 

n 

14. IT        4 

m 

0780 

0(14 

,0388 

0133  1 

93 

01« 

0000 

».4 

;;    ;; 

IBOT 
ISM 

lom 

1MI 

u 

n.4!          0 

38 

1180 
.0841 

.I0»8 

™ 

.0380 

0>» 

mi    1 

80 

.0093 

E 

■ii: 

"    " 

lOM 

10 

40. IS        11 

*T 

- 

07M 

.01rt4 

0464 

- 

0010 

"■* 

Slncibatone  River,  beloiv  Sewage  PreeipUation  Works. 


IHT, 

1 

•1 

- 

.3«0 

1141 

- 

-  'h 

»! 

OIW 

1888, 

78 

. 

.3098 

1112  |,096T 

0998  1   1 

w 

08« 

.0041 

188ft, 

H 

.3080 

1430  '.0T71 

0C98       1 

32 

IBOO, 

07 

11.30        S 

.10117 

1401 

.OJM 

0T70   '  1 

40 

0270 

.0018 

1 

M 

.0383 

03S8  :   1 

liO'J, 

0802  1   1 

)1S7 

.0090 

1803, 
1894. 

91 

30.90  1       J 

.9080 

1493 

.0000 

0993      2 

M 

0!«9 

.OlM 

1809, 

71 

M.lft  '       9 

.3848 

0808    .0897 

0301    '  1 

89 

0307 

.0003 

1898, 

20.03,      ( 

3831 

0808  1.0000 

1132    .0782 

0340       1 

0207    .0083 

1808, 

OT 

M.03  .      0 

.3034 

08W   .0980 

0308       1 

)I3J  1.0110 

1HB9, 

1-07    .091! 

0709  1  g 

1000. 

33 

24.97          4 

443U 

1349    .0031 

0038       3 

0110  1.0149 

42 

00«.!.OO98 

lOOf 

! 

IS 

49. «       13 

38 

"«■ 

1-284  |.07M 

0948^2 

07 

-:.«-[ 

No.  34.]         EFFECT  OF  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.  343 


Chemical  Bxamimation  of  Water  froh  the  Blackstone  Kiveb,  i 
Concluded. 
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CHARLES  RIVER. 

Tbe  Charles  River  rises  id  the  towD  of  MUford,  and  flows  in  a  generally 
north-easterly  direction,  discharging  into  Boston  harbor.  Througtaont  the 
upper  and  lower  portions  of  its  course  the  river  has  considerable  fall,  moch 
of  which  is  utilized  to  furnish  power  for  factories ;  but  there  are  stretches 
of  many  miles  through  the  central  portion  of  its  course  wbere  tbe  stream 
flows  through  extensive  meadows  with  a  sluggisb  current. 

At  Dedham  a  portion  of  the  flow,  amounting  ordinarily  to  about  one-third 
of  tbe  total  flow  at  that  point,  is  diverted  into  tbe  Neponset  River  tbrongb 
the  Mother  Brook  channel.  Water  for  tbe  supply-of  tbe  towns  of  Dedham 
and  Brookline  and  the  cities  of  Newton,  Waltham  and  Cambridge  is  taken 
from  tbe  water-shed  of  tbe  Charles  River,  and  much  of  it  is  not  returned  to 
the  river,  as  in  all  these  places  tbe  sewage  is  token  out  of  tbe  water-sbed. 

The  following  tables  give  data  relating  to  tbe  drainage  areas  at  tbe  vari- 
ous places,  and  the  populations  upon  them  :  — 
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D  TOWHB.  CONSIDBHABLE  PORTIONS  OF  WHICH  ARE  WITHIN  THE 
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Above  the  village  of  Milford  the  river  is  used  as  a  source  of  water  sup- 
ply for  the  lowna  of  Uilford  and  Hopedale,  the  water  being  passed  through 
sand  filters  before  being  supplied  to  cooBumerB. 

In  Milford  the  stream  receives  the  sewage  from  the  prindp^  part  of  the 
village,  besides  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  from  several  factories, 
the  principal  one  being  a  shoe  shop  employing  400  persons. 

The  population  of  Alilford  in  1900  was  11,376,  and  it  is  estimated  that 
the  sewage  of  about  2,000  persona  is  discharged  into  the  river. 

The  sewers  have  not  been  constructed  in  accordance  with  any  general 
plan,  but  have  been  built  from  thne  to  time,  and  they  receive  both  sewage 
and  storm  water.  There  are  two  points  of  discharge,  the  upper  one  being 
in  the  midst  of  a  densely  populated  section,  at  ■  point  where  at  times  no 
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water  is  flowing  in  the  river,  all  of  the  water  being  diverted  from  the  mill 
pond  above,  through  a  canal  and  tail-race.  This  outlet  has  given  so  mach 
trouble  that  a  settling  tank  was  constructed  through  which  the  sewage  was 
to  pass  before  being  discharged  into  the  river,  and  a  pipe  was  laid  to  carry 
the  dry-weather  flow  of  sewage  to  another  outlet  into  the  river  below  the 
tail-race.  The  pipe  through  which  the  dry-weather  flow  of  sewage  was  to 
be  carried  has  become  broken,  and  the  sewage  is  still  discharged  at  the  old 
outlet,  causing  a  great  nuisance  in  the  vicinity. 

The  lower  outlet  is  at  a  highway  bridge  near  a  large  factory,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  below  the  upper  outlet,  and  the  conditions  about  this  out- 
let also  are  very  objectionable.  A  tank  has  been  constructed  on  the  line 
of  the  main  sewer,  through  which  the  sewage  is  passed  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  a  portion  of  the  solid  matter,  but  it  is  not  operated  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  have  any  noticeable  effect  on  the  character  of  the  sewage 
discharged  into  the  stream. 

The  Charles  River  for  a  distance  below  Milford  is  exceedingly  foul,  but 
it  flows  through  a  territory  which,  except  immediately  below  the  outlet,  iB 
sparsely  inhabited,  and  at  Bellingham,  five  miles  below  the  sewer  outlet, 
the  condition  of  the  river  is  very  much  improved. 

In  Bellingham  there  is  a  small  shoddy  mill,  the  sewage  from  which  goes 
into  the  river,  but  no  liquid  wastes  are  produced.  At  North  Bellingham, 
about  2^  miles  below  Bellingham,  there  is  a  woolen  mill  employing  about 
140  persons,  sewage  from  which  is  discharged  into  the  river,  together  with 
wastes  from  dyeing  and  from  the  washing  and  fulling  of  cloth.  At  Carey- 
ville  in  the  town  of  Bellingham,  near  the  Med  way  line,  there  is  a  la^e 
satinet  and  cashmere  mill  employing  about  190  persons,  sewage  and  wastes 
from  which  are  all  discharged  into  the  river. 

At  Med  way  there  is  a  small  woolen  mill  employing  85  persons,  from 
which  sewage  and  wastes,  consisting  of  wool-scouring  liquor,  spent  dyes 
and  water  used  for  washing  the  goods,  are  discharged  into  the  river. 

Mine  Brook,  which  enters  the  Charles  River  at  Medway,  drains  the 
westerly  section  of  the  town  of  Franklin.  On  this  brook  there  are  eight 
factories,  including  five  woolen  mills,  wastes  from  which,  together  with  the 
sewage  from  415  operatives,  are  discharged  into  the  stream.  Mine  Brook 
below  Franklin  is  exceedingly  foul,  and  at  times  the  water  is  almost 
opaque.  The  water  supply  of  Franklin  is  taken  in  part  from  Beaver  Pond, 
a  tributary  of  Mine  Brook,  and  at  times  of  high  water  the  water  of  Mine 
Brook  flows  into  the  pond. 

In  the  village  of  Rockville  in  Millis,  the  next  town  below  Medway,  the 
river  receives  sewage  and  a  small  amount  of  waste  from  a  felt  mill  employ- 
ing 35  persons.  Just  above  Rockville  the  Charles  River  receives  the  flow 
of  Mill  River,  a  branch  which  rises  in  Wrentham  and  drains  sections  of 
that  town  and  of  Franklin  and  Norfolk.  This  stream  receives  the  eflSoent 
from  the  sewage  purification  works  at  Franklin. 
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The  town  of  FrankliD  had  in  1900  a  population  of  5,017.  It  is  situated 
between  Mine  Brook,  which  enters  the  Charles  River  at  West  Med  way,  and 
Mill  River,  which  enters  it  about  5  miles  below  Mine  Brook.  The  princi- 
pal factories  from  which  large  quantities  of  wastes  are  discharged  are  on 
the  water-shed  of  Mine  Brook,  but  the  sewage  of  the  town  is  disposed  of  in 
the  water-shed  of  the  other  stream. 

The  sewage  from  a  small  section  of  the  village  is  conveyed  to  purification 
works,  which  consist  of  sand  filter  beds;  but  the  sewage  is  discharged 
upon  the  beds  continuously,  and  the  beds  receive  little  care  and  the  sew- 
age is  very  imperfectly  purified.  The  quantity  of  sewage  treated  at  the 
works  amounts  to  about  5,000  gallons  per  day.  There  is  considerable 
nnpurified  sewage  which  enters  Mill  River  both  from  factories  and  from 
dwelling  houses  through  private  sewers,  and  there  is  a  considerable  quantity 
of  manufacturing  waste  from  a  felt  mill  and  a  hat  factory,  which  discolors 
the  water. 

Mill  River  also  receives  sewage  and  wastes  from  a  felt  mill  and  a  paper 
mill,  and  sewage  from  a  shoddy  mill,  employing  together  about  115  per- 
sons, all  of  which  are  within  the  town  of  Norfolk. 

About  4  miles  below  Rockville  the  Charles  River  is  joined  by  Stop 
River,  which  flows  through  a  portion  of  the  town  of  Norfolk,  and  on  which 
are  located  a  paper  mill  employing  13  persons  and  a  shoddy  mill  employing 
about  25  persons,  the  sewage  and  wastes  from  which  are  discharged  into 
the  river. 

In  Medfield  the  river  receives  the  effluent  from  the  sewage  purification 
works  of  the  town. 

The  town  of  Medfield  had  in  1900  a  population  of  2,926,  and  a  portion 
of  the  main  village,  including  a  large  straw  shop,  is  provided  with  sewers, 
the  sewage  being  purified  by  intermittent  filtration  on  prepared  beds  of 
sand.  The  sewage  consists  chiefly  of  wastes  from  the  straw  shop,  and  the 
quantity  purified  amounts  to  about  90,000  gallons  per  day.  The  numerous 
examinations  which  have  been  made  indicate  that  the  sewage  is  very 
thoroughly  purified. 

In  the  upper  portion  of  Boggistere  Brook  in  HoUiston  the  sewage  and 
wastes  from  a  woolen  mill  employing  60  persons  are  discharged  into  the 
stream.     At  this  factory  no  wool  is  scoured,  but  cloth  is  washed  and  dyed. 

At  South  Natick  the  river  receives  a  small  amount  of  sewage  from  the 
electric  light  station  ;  and  at  Charles  River  Village  in  Needham,  four  miles 
below  South  Natick,  there  is  a  paper  mill,  which  is  not  at  the  present  time 
in  operation. 

Between  Charles  River  Village  and  Newton  Upper  Falls  there  are  no 
factories,  and  the  river  has  but  very  little  fall  throughout  most  of  its  course, 
being  bordered  through  much  of  the  distance  by  extensive  meadows.  At 
Newton  Upper  Falls  and  Newton  Lower  Falls  there  are  two  shoddy  mills, 
a  paper  mill,  a  silk  mill,  a  glue  works  and  a  machine  shop,  from  all  of  which 
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wastes  are  discharged  into  the  stream,  the  most  objectioDable  waste  appar- 
ently coming  from  the  silk  mill  and  from  the  shoddy  and  paper  mills.  At 
these  factories  also  the  sewage  from  about  450  persons  is  discharged  iuto 
the  stream.  In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  several  of  these  factories  the 
river  is  noticeably  polluted  at  times  of  low  flow. 

In  Waltham  the  river  receives  a  small  amount  of  waste  from  a  watch 
factory  and  from  a  cotton  mill,  and  considerable  waste  from  a  bleachery. 
The  sewage  from  the  operatives  at  these  mills  is  taken  into  the  city 
sewers. 

At  Watertown  a  portion  of  the  wastes  from  a  woolen  mill  and  large 
quantities  of  wastes  from  a  paper  mill  and  dye  works  are  discharged  into 
the  stream.  Wastes  from  gas  factories  are  discharged  into  the  stream 
at  both  Waltham  and  Watertown.  Below  Watertown  the  river  is  a  tidal 
stream. 

Within  the  city  of  Boston  the  river  receives  sewage  directly  from  about 
1,000  persons,  and  in  Boston  and  Cambridge  it  receives,  at  times  of  storm, 
sewage  mixed  with  a  certain  amount  of  storm  water  from  numerous  over- 
flows along  the  river  and  its  tributaries.  Stony  Brook,  a  tributary  which 
drains  a  thickly  populated  section  of  Boston,  also  receives  directly  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  sewage  and  the  wastes  from  several  breweries.* 

As  before  stated,  approximately  one-third  of  the  flow  of  the  river  is 
diverted  at  Dedham  into  the  Neponset  River.  The  towns  of  Dedham, 
Watertown  and  Brookline,  and  the  cities  of  Newton,  Waltham,  Cambridge 
and  Boston,  are  provided  with  sewerage  systems,  the  sewage,  excepting  a 
portion  which  overflows  at  times  of  storm,  being  conveyed  outside  of  the 
water-shed.  All  of  these  places  except  Boston  and  Watertown  are  sup- 
plied with  water  taken  from  the  water-shed  of  the  Charles  River ;  and,  as 
the  sewage  is  removed  from  the  water-shed,  the  flow  of  the  river  is  some- 
what reduced.  The  average  daily  quantity  of  water  used  by  the  cities  and 
towns  taking  water  from  the  river  was  15,000,000  gallons  in  1902. 

A  special  examination  of  the  river  at  Milford  and  for  several  miles  below 
Milford  was  made  during  the  summer  of  1902,  the  results  of  which  are 
presented  in  the  following  table.  The  results  of  the  analyses  of  samples 
collected  at  various  points  during  the  months  of  low  flow  for  several  years 
are  also  presented.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  river  below  Milford  is  a  foully 
polluted  stream,  but  the  water  of  the  river  rapidly  improves,  and  opposite 
the  Brookline  and  Newton  pumping  stations  there  is  but  little  evidence  of 
pollution.  The  river  in  the  lower  portion  of  its  course,  except  at  those 
places  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  certain  factories,  from  which  manufac- 
turing wastes  are  discharged  into  the  stream,  is  entirely  unobjectionable  to 
sight  and  smell. 

*  See  paget  290  and  810. 
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CHICOPEE  RIVER. 

The  Chicopee  River  is  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Swift,  Ware  and 
Qaaboag  rivers  below  Palmer,  whence  it  flows  in  a  westerly  direction,  and 
discharges  into  the  Connecticut  River  a  short  distance  above  Spriogfield. 

The  following  tables  give  statistics  in  regard  to  the  drainage  areas  and 
populations  upon  them  at  various  places  :  — 


Locality. 

Distance     Drainage 
above           Area 
Month     1    (Hquaro 

(Miles).        Miles). 

Popnlation 

on 

Drainage 

Area. 

Popnlatlon 

per 

Square 

MUe. 

Estimated 
Population  dis- 
charging 

sewage  or 
Sewage  Effluent 

into  River. 

Swift  RiTer.  at  month. 

Ware  River,  juat  below  Ware. 

Ware  River,  at  month. 

Seven  Mile  River.*  jnat  below  Spencer. 
Qoaboag  River,  at  month.       .... 
Ghleopee  River,  at  Ludlow,  .... 
Chicopee  River,  at  month 

18.1 
28.2 
17.5 
46.5 
17.5 
8.8 
0.0 

218.0 
102.4 
223.2 
30.6 
218.5 

eo4.o 

730.4 

7,700 
18,700 
18.000 

7.800 
28.400 
60,100 
77,700 

35 

71 

81 

288 

183 

85 

106 

000 

8,000 

8,700 

6.500 

10.450 

22,750 

30.650 

*  A  tributary  of  the  Quaboag. 


Cities  and  Towns,  Considerable  Portions  of  which  are  within  the 

Water-shed  of  the  Chicopee  River. 


CiTT  OR  Town. 


s 
o 

I 

3 

a 
o 


a 

« 

CO 


Manuflictories  discharging 
Wastes  Into  River. 


Peteraham,  . 
New  Salem, . 
Dana,    . 
Bhntesbnry, 
Preacott, 
Oraenwieh,  . 
Enfield, 
Belchertown, 
Palmer, 
Hubbardston, 
Rutland, 
Barre,    . 
New  Braintree, 
Hardwick,    . 


853 

807 

790 

382 

880 

491 

1,036 

2,292 

7.801 

1,227 

1,834 

2,059 

600 

S,203 


None. 

0 

None. 

0 

None. 

0 

None. 

0 

NoDe. 

0 

None. 

0 

Small     private 

sewers. 
None. 

200 
0 

Oeneral. 

8,100 

None. 

100 

None. 

100 

None. 

300 

None. 

0 

Private  sewers. 

1,500 

None. 

None. 

One  satinet  mill. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

One  satinet  mill,  one  woolen  mill. 

None. 

One  duck  milt,  one  cotton  mill,  one  woolen 

mill,  one  carpet  mill,  one  wire  mill. 
One  blanket  mill,  one  beeswax  refinery. 

One  satinet  mill. 

One  cotton  mill. 

None. 

One  woolen  mill,  one  paper  mill. 
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Cities  and  Towns,  Considrrable  Portions  of  which  are  within  the 
Water-shed  of  the  Chioopee  River—  Concluded. 


Cm  o«  Town. 

aUon  in  1900. 

• 

a 

1 

,P  2  U  3 

2       C       © 

Hanufiftctorlee  dlKharglng 
Wastes  Into  River. 

s 

1 

i 

a  s  s  £.> 

1 

Pazton, 

8,263 
469 

General. 
None. 

6,000 
0 

One  paper  mill,  one  woolen  mill,  two  cotton 

mills. 
None. 

Oakham, 

688 

None. 

0 

None. 

Spencer, 

North  Brookfleld, 

7.627 
4,687 

General.* 
Partial.* 

6,600 
1,000 

Three  woolen  mills,  one  aatlnet  mill,  Atc  wire 

mills. 
None. 

Brookfleld,  . 

8,062 

None. 

0 

Two  woolen  milla. 

Weat  Brookfield, . 

1,448 

None. 

0 

One  creamery. 

Warren, 
Brimflold,     . 

4,417 
941 

None. 
None. 

1,200 
0 

One  cotton  mill,  one  woolen  mill,  one  flfearmi 

factory. 
None. 

Monaon, 
Ladlow, 

S,402 
8,686 

None. 
General. 

760 
2,000 

Four  woolen  milla,  one  straw    factory,  cm 

shoddy  mill. 
One  Jute  and  hemp  mill. 

Chlcopee,     . 
Wllbraham, . 

19,167 
1,606 

General. 
None. 

16,000 
800 

One  foundry,  one  carpet  mill,  one  paper  nilli 
one  firearms  factorv,  one  robber  factory,  om 
machine  shop,  one  hleachery. 

One  paper  mill. 

Springfield,  . 

02,069 

General. 

1,000 

One  cotton  mill,  one  wonted  mill. 

*  Purification  works  In  nae. 


The  Swift  River,  which  is  the  most  west^ly  of  the  three  branches,  drains 
a  section  of  the  State  which  is  sparsely  populated,  and  has  very  little 
direct  pollation. 

At  Enfield  there  is  a  woolen  mill  and  a  satinet  mill,  employing  about  190 
persons,  sewage  from  which,  together  with  some  manufacturing  waste,  is 
discharged  into  the  stream. 

At  West  Ware  a  paper  mill  employing  26  persons  discharges  sewage  and 
wastes  into  the  stream ;  and  at  Bondsville  in  the  town  of  Palmer  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  there  is  a  large  duck  and  flannel  mill  employing  600 
persons,  from  which  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  stream,  together  with 
wastes  from  dyeing.  At  this  place  the  river  receives  also  the  sewage  from 
a  population  of  about  100.  The  water  of  the  Swift  River  is  clean  in  ap- 
pearance throughout  its  entire  course,  and  its  condition  is  nowhere  objec- 
tionable. 

The  Ware  River  drains  a  section  between  the  water-sheds  of  the  Swift 
and  Quaboag  rivers.  At  Hubbardston,  about  36  miles  above  its  mouth,  the 
stream  receives  sewage  and  wastes  from  a  woolen  mill,  in  which  40  persons 
are  employed,  together  with  the  sewage  from  a  small  population;  and  st 
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Barre  the  river  receives  wastes  and  sewage  from  a  large  cotton  factory 
where  800  persons  are  employed,  and  the  sewage  from  several  smaller  fac- 
tories. At  Rutland  a  satinet  mill  employing  65  persons  discharges  sewage 
and  wastes  into  Long  Meadow  hrook,  a  small  tributary  of  the  Ware  River. 

At  the  village  of  Gilbertville  in  the  town  of  Hardwick  there  is  a  large 
woolen  mill  employing  825  persons,  in  which  about  90,000  pounds  of  wool 
are  scoured  each  week,  the  wastes  from  which,  together  with  the  wastes 
from  dyeing  and  washing,  are  discharged  directly  into  the  river.  A  paper 
mill  employing  about  140  persons  also  discharges  large  quantities  of  wastes 
into  the  stream,  and  the  sewage  from  the  operatives  in  both  these  factories, 
together  with  the  sewage  from  250  tenement  houses,  is  discharged  in  an 
unpurified  state  into  the  river. 

The  town  of  Ware  is  about  4  miles  below  Gilbertville.  This  town  had  in 
1900  a  population  of  8,263,  and  is  provided  with  a  complete  sewerage  sys- 
tem, practically  all  of  the  sewage  being  discharged  into  the  Ware  River 
just  below  the  thickly  settled  portion  of  the  village.  The  shore  and  bed  of 
the  river  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  main  outlet  is  in  a  very  objectionable 
condition,  but  there  is  no  population  near  the  outlet  or  near  the  stream  for  a 
long  distance  below.  A  small  quantity  of  sewage  is  discharged  from  an  out- 
let on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  but  the  conditions  about  this  outlet  are 
not  objectionable.  In  addition  to  the  sewage  discharged  into  the  stream 
from  the  sewers,  sewage  and  wastes  from  a  cotton  mill  employing  1,900 
persons,  a  cotton  and  woolen  mill  employing  250  persons  and  a  woolen 
mill  employing  825  persons  are  discharged  directly  into  the  river.  At  the 
cotton  and  woolen  mill  about  8,000  pounds  of  wool  are  scoured  each  week. 

Below  Ware  the  river  flows  through  the  village  of  Thorndike  in  Palmer, 
where  it  receives  sewage  and  wastes  from  two  cotton  mills  employing  about 
600  persons,  and  the  sewage  from  a  few  houses. 

The  water  of  the  Ware  River  above  Gilbertville  is  not  noticeably  polluted. 
Immediately  below  Gilbertville  the  water  is  objectionable  in  appearance,  on 
account  of  the  large  quantity  of  sewage  and  wastes  which  enter  it  at  that 
place  ;  and  at  Ware,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mills  and  immediately  below  the 
sewer  outlet,  it  is  very  decidedly  polluted  at  times  of  dry  weather.  Below 
the  Ware  sewer  outlets  the  water  quickly  loses  its  polluted  appearance,  and 
when  it  reaches  its  mouth  the  effect  of  the  sewage  pollution  upon  the 
appearance  or  odor  of  the  stream  is  not  noticeable. 

The  Quaboag  River,  the  most  southerly  of  the  branches  of  the  Cbicopee, 
rises  in  the  town  of  Spencer,  and  throughout  its  course  is  used  largely  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  Tiiere  are  numerous  ponds  and  storage  reser- 
voirs which  are  used  to  equalize  the  flow  of  the  stream,  so  that  the  flow  is 
well  maintained  in  dry  weather. 

The  flrst  sources  of  pollution  of  the  river  are  in  Spencer,  near  the  head 
waters.  A  small  brook  tributary  to  the  Seven  Mile  River,  which  is  one  of 
the  main  tributaries  of  the  Quaboag,  flows  near  the  central  section  of  the 
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manufacturing  waste  consisting  chiefly  of  spent  dyes.  At  this  place  the 
river  receives  the  sewage  from  a  combined  system  of  sewers  serving  about 
1,500  persons  in  the  village  of  Indian  Orchard.  The  sewers  all  discharge 
through  one  main  outlet  located  below  the  village,  and  at  the  time  it  was 
examined  the  outlet  was  not  offensive,  although  sewage  was  observable  in 
the  river  for  some  distance  below. 

In  Chicopee  the  river  receives  the  sewage  of  the  principal  portions  of  the 
city,  together  with  manufacturing  wastes  from  a  large  number  of  factories 
in  Chicopee  and  Chicopee  Falls.  The  population  of  Chicopee  in  1900  was 
19,167.  The  city  is  very  thoroughly  sewered,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
sewage  entering  the  Chicopee  River,  although  there  are  some  sewers  which 
discharge  into  the  Connecticut  River. 

At  Chicopee  Falls,  the  upper  village,  there  are  two  principal  outlets,  the 
upper  of  which  is  into  a  mill  pond  a  short  distance  above  a  dam.  This 
outlet  was  formerly  located  immediately  below  the  dam,  at  a  place  where 
at  times  there  was  no  flow,  the  water  being  held  back  by  the  dam  above. 
This  condition  created  such  a  nuisance  that  the  outlet  was  changed  to  a 
point  just  above  the  dam,  since  which  time  there  has  been  no  trouble. 

The  second  outlet  is  into  the  river,  just  below  the  thickly  built  up  portion 
of  the  village.  This  outlet  is  at  a  considerable  distance  from  any  houses, 
but  sewage  is  plainly  evident  along  the  edge  of  the  river  for  a  long  distance 
below.  There  is  one  small  outlet  between  Chicopee  Falls  and  Chicopee 
which  is  unobjectionable. 

The  sewage  of  the  lower  village  of  Chicopee  is  discharged  through  two 
outlets,  the  upper  of  which  is  a  v6ry  small  one,  and  causes  no  trouble. 
The  lower  outlet,  which  is  the  principal  one,  is  near  the  mouth  of  the  river 
where  there  is  ordinarily  very  little  current,  and  at  times  the  water  of  the 
river  for  a  considerable  distance  is  affected  by  sewage. 

The  factories  in  Chicopee  employ  about  4,500  persons,  all  of  the  sewage 
being  discharged  into  the  river.  The  principal  manufacturing  wastes  which 
tend  to  pollute  the  river  are  wool-scouring  liquor  from  a  small  woolen  mill, 
a  small  amount  of  paper  wastes  and  spent  dyes. 

The  Chicopee  River  below  the  junction  of  its  three  principal  tributaries 
is  not  affected  to  any  noticeable  extent  by  the  sewage  and  manufacturing 
wastes  discharged  into  it,  except  in  the  city  of  Chicopee,  where  the  dis- 
charge of  a  large  quantity  of  sewage  at  the  main  sewer  outlet  causes  an 
objectionable  odor  in  the  viciDity. 

Special  examinations  have  been  made  of  the  river  and  its  branches,  the 
results  of  which  are  given  in  the  tables  which  follow,  together  with  the 
average  results  of  analyses  of  samples  collected  at  various  points. 
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Sfecial  Examination  oy  Wabg  Kiver  in  the  Vicinity  of  Waiie, 
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Cheuical  Examination  of  Water  rROH  the  Cuicofee  Ritkk  and  its 
Tkiuutakieb.  —  Averages  for  Six  Months,  frou  June  to  Novembkb, 
inclusive. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Chicopee  River  and  its 
Tributaries.  —  Averages  for  Six  Months,  from  June  to  November, 
INCLUSIVE —  Concluded, 

Chicopee  River^  below  Ludlow. 

[Parts  per  100,000.1 
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CONCORD  RIVER. 

The  Concord  River  is  formed  by  the  Sudbury  and  Assabet  rivers,  which 
anite  in  the  town  of  Concord.  The  river  flows  in  a  northerly  direction, 
and  discharges  into  the  Merrimack  River  in  the  city  of  Lowell. 

The  following  tables  give  statistics  relative  to  the  drainage  areas  and  the 
population  upon  them  at  various  points  :  — 
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*  Includtng  portion  naed  for  metropolitan  water  anpply. 

t  The  population  from  which  aewago  ia  actually  dificharKed  into  the  river  in  the  city  of  Lowell  Is 
larger  than  the  population  within  the  natural  water-shed  of  the  river  In  the  city. 
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The  average  quantity  of  sewage  received  at  the  filtration  area  daring  the 
year  1902  was  650,000  gallons  per  day.  The  filtration  area  is  inadequate 
to  purify  the  sewage  at  times  of  high  flow,  and  at  such  times  large  quanti- 
ties of  unpurified  sewage  are  discharged  into  the  brook,  and  some  of  the 
sewage  which  is  treated  on  the  filter  beds  is  imperfectly  purified. 

Above  the  mills  at  Sazonville  the  water  of  the  Sudbury  River  is  of  good 
quality ;  but  below  the  mills,  where  it  passes  through  a  densely  populated 
section  of  the  village,  it  is  very  foul  and  exceedingly  offensive,  especially 
at  times  of  low  flow  and  when  no  water  is  passing  the  dam.  As  the  water 
passes  through  the  extensive  meadows  it  becomes  purified  and  dilated  to 
such  an  extent  that  when  it  has  passed  Wayland,  about  7  miles  below 
Saxonville,  the  pollution  cannot  be  detected  by  observation. 

The  Assabet  River,  the  other  branch  of  the  Concord,  rises  in  West- 
borough,  not  far  from  the  head  waters  of  the  Sudbury  River.  In  West- 
borough  the  river  receives  the  effluent  from  the  sewage  purification  works  of 
that  town.  The  population  of  Westborough  in  1900  was  5,400.  A  sewer- 
age system  was  constructed  in  1892,  which  serves  practically  the  whole  of 
the  main  village,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  naturally  drains  into  the 
Sudbury  River ;  but  the  sewage  is  conveyed  to  a  filtration  area  near  the 
Assabet  River,  where  it  is  purified  on  sand  filter  beds,  the  eflluent  flowing 
into  the  river.  The  quantity  of  sewage  purified  amounts  to  about  250,000 
gallons  per  day,  and,  although  the  purification  works  are  not  operated  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  secure  the  best  results,  the  eflluent'does  not  have  a 
visible  effect  upon  the  water  of  the  river. 

At  Northborough  the  river  receives  sewage  from  four  factories  employ- 
ing about  240  pers6ns,  and  wool-scouring  wastes  and  spent  dyes  from  a 
factory  where  cashmere  is  made.  The  river  also  receives,  through  a  triba- 
tary  which  enters  it  at  Northborough,  the  sewage  efiftuent,  and  at  times  a 
small  quantity  of  uupurified  sewage,  from  the  Westborough  Insane  Hospi- 
tal, which  has  a  population  of  about  1,000. 

At  Hudson,  the  next  town  through  which  the  river  passes,  sewage  from 
eight  factories  employing  about  1,275  persons  is  discharged  directly  into 
the  river,  and  large  quantities  of  wastes  from  a  tannery  and  a  woolen  mill 
are  discharged  into  the  stream. 

The  town  of  Hudson  had  in  1900  a  population  of  5,454.  The  town  has 
no  complete  system  of  sewerage,  but  there  are  numerous  sewers  or  storm- 
water  drains,  which  receive  the  sewage  from  the  thickly  built  up  portion  of 
the  village,  and  discharge  directly  into  the  river.  Plans  have  been  pre- 
pared for  the  construction  of  a  system  of  sewerage,  and  for  the  purificatioo 
of  the  sewage  upon  sand  filter  beds  to  be  located  near  the  Assabet  River 
below  the  village. 

At  Stow,  3  miles  below  Hudson,  there  is  a  woolen  mill  employing  90 
persons,  in  which  about  12,000  pounds  of  wool  ai'e  scoured  each  week,  and 
all  of  the  sewage  and  wastes  are  discharged  directly  into  the  stream. 
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At  Maynard,  5.5  miles  below  Stow  and  7.5  miles  above  the  janction  of 
the  Assabet  and  Sudbury  rivers,  there  is  a  large  woolen  mill  employing 
about  2,300  persons.  Sewage  from  the  operatives  and  wastes  from  scouring 
about  70,000  pounds  of  wool  per  week,  together  with  the  wastes  from  the 
dye  house  and  from  washing  cloth,  are  discharged  directly  into  the  stream. 
Besides  the  sewage  which  enters  the  river  from  the  factory,  there  are  sev- 
eral houses  connected  with  small  sewers  which  discharge  into  the  stream. 
A  small  section  of  the  town,  containing  about  100  houses  which  have  been 
recently  erected,  is  provided  with  a  sewerage  system,  the  sewage  being 
pumped  to  sand  filter  beds,  where  it  is  purified.  A  population  of  about 
500  is  served  by  these  sewers. 

The  American  Powder  Company,  situated  a  short  distance  below  May- 
nard,  employs  about  50  persons,  and  the  sewage  from  some  of  them  is  dis- 
charged into  the  river.     No  manufacturing  wastes  are  produced  here. 

At  Concord  Junction  the  river  receives  sewage  from  a  harness  factory 
employing  about  160  persons,  but  no  manufacturing  wastes  are  produced. 
Just  below  the  harness  factory  the  river  receives  the  flow  of  Fort  Pond 
Brook,  which  flows  through  the  village  of  South  Acton,  and  at  that  place 
receives  sewage  from  three  mills  employing  about  40  persons,  and  the 
manufacturing  wastes  from  a  small  shoddy  mill. 

The  Massachusetts  Reformatory  at  Concord  Junction,  which  has  a  popu- 
lation of  about  1,200,  discharges  sewage  upon  land  on  the  edge  of  the  river, 
and  the  effluent  flows  into  the  river.  A  small  quantity  of  wool  is  scoured 
at  this  institution,  and  the  wastes  from  the  wool-scouring  processes  are 
discharged  with  the  sewage  upon  land. 

The  Assabet  River  above  Hudson  is  not  a  badly  polluted  stream,  but  the 
sewage  and  wastes  discharged  into  it  at  Hudson  make  it  unsightly  and 
ofiTensive  at  times.  Immediately  below  Maynard  the  stream  is  very  badly 
polluted  by  the  wool-scouring  wastes,  which  make  it  offensive  to  sight  and 
smell,  but  its  character  improves  from  this  place  until  it  unites  with  the 
Sudbury  River  at  Concord. 

The  Concord  River  between  the  junction  of  the  Assabet  and  the  Sudbury 
rivers  and  the  village  of  North  Billerica  flows  with  a  very  sluggish  current 
through  extensive  meadows,  and  in  this  portion  of  its  course  receives  no 
additional  pollution.  The  effluent  from  the  Concord  sewage  purification 
works  enters  the  stream  a  short  distance  below  Concord. 

The  town  of  Concord  had  in  1900  a  population  of  5,652.  A  sewerage 
system  was  constructed  in  1900,  the  sewage  being  pumped  to  a  filtration 
area  below  the  town.  The  average  quantity  of  sewage  pumped  in  1902  was 
312,000  gallons  per  day.  All  of  the  sewage  conveyed  to  this  area  appears 
to  be  thoroughly  purified. 

At  North  Billerica,  10.5  miles  below  Concord,  the  river  receives  the  efflu- 
ent from  the  sewage  purification  works  of  that  village.  A  sewerage  system 
was  constructed  in  1902,  by  which  the  sewage  is  conveyed  to  an  area  i!kAA2t 


364 


STATE   BOARD   OF   HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


the  river  below  the  village,  where  it  is  discharged  od  sand  filter  beds.  At 
this  village  there  are  two  woolen  mills  employing  about  450  persons,  the 
sewage  from  which  is  discharged  directly  into  the  stream.  At  one  of  these 
mills  large  quantities  of  wool-scouring  wastes,  together  with  dye-house 
wastes,  are  discharged  into  the  river.  At  the  other  mill  no  wool  is  scoured, 
and  the  only  wastes  are  those  from  the  dye  house. 

Below  North  Billerica  the  river  flows  through  a  portion  of  the  city  of 
Lowell,  and  discharges  into  the  Merrimack  River. 

In  Lowell  the  Concord  River  receives  a  large  quantity  of  sewage  and 
manufacturing  wastes  from  two  tanneries,  two  large  woolen  mills  and  vari- 
ous smaller  factories.  Two  large  and  several  small  sewers  also  discharge 
into  the  river  near  its  mouth.  There  are  numerous  dams  and  mill  ponds 
on  the  stream  in  Lowell,  and  the  water  has  an  objectionable  appearance 
near  its  mouth  at  times  of  low  flow. 

Special  examinations  have  been  made  of  the  Concord  River  and  of  each 
of  its  two  branches,  the  results  of  which,  together  with  the  average  results 
of  analyses  of  samples  collected  during  the  drier  months  for  several  years, 
are  given  in  the  following  tables :  — 

Special  Examination  of  Sudbury  River,  Feb.  27, 1901. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 
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Near  mouth,  Concord,        .... 
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Special  Examination  of  Assabet  River,  Sept.  9, 1902. 


Assabet  River,  Just  below  sewage  purification  works,  Westborongh,  I 

Assabet  River,  at  Milk  Street,  Westborough 

Assabet  River,  at  Main  Street,  Northborough, 

Cold  Harbor  Brook,  at  mouth,  Northborough, 

Assabet  River,  2  miles  below  Northborough, 

Assabet  River,  J  mile  above  Washington  Street,  Hudson,    -. 

Olye  Brook,  at  Cottage  Street,  Hudson, 

Olye  Brook,  at  mouth,  Hudson, 

Bruce's  mill  pond,  at  outlet,  Hudson, 

Assabet  River,  1^  miles  below  Washington  Street,  Hudson, 
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.96 
.60 
.52 
.27 
.46 
.42 
.47 
.58 
.41 
1.76 
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Special  Bxamination  of  Assabet  River,  Sept.  9, 1902  —  Coticluded. 
[Pina  per  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Exahinatiok    of  Water    froh    the  Concord   Riyer   and  it8 
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Cbkhical  ExAinNATioK  OF  Water  krou  thb  Conoobd   Riveii  add  m 

TkIBDTARIBS.— AvitRAOES  FOR  SiX  MONTUB,  PBOH   JUNE  TO    NOTEXBES, 

IHOLUSIVE—  Ooneluded. 

Aasabel  River,  below  Hudson. 

[Pim  par  100,000.] 
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CONNECTICCT   RiVER. 

The  CoDDCcticut  Itivcr,  tbe  largest  stream  in  Massacliusetts,  rises  in  tbe 
extreme  northerly'  portion  of  New  Ilatnpstiirc,  and  flows  id  a  soutlierlj 
direction,  forming  tlic  boundary  between  New  Hampsbire  and  VermoDttO 
tbe  Massacbusetts  line,  tbence  across  tlie  States  of  Massacbusetts  and  Con* 
necticut,  emptying  into  Long  Island  Sound.  Tbe  water-abed  of  the  portioa 
of  tbe  stream  above  Maseacbusetts  is  steep,  and  the  river  bM  a  TVpiA  fall 
sad  is  subject  to  coosiderable  variatioDB  in  flow. 
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Id  MaBsachasetts  that  portion  of  the  water-shed  west  of  the  river  has 
steep  slopes,  but  the  waternshed  east  of  the  river  is  very  much  flatter  and 
contains  large  storage  reservoirs,  so  that  the  flow  of  the  streams  which  are 
tributary  from  that  side  is  much  larger  in  dry  weather  in  proportion  to  the 
size  of  their  water-shed  than  the  flow  from  the  west  side.  The  river  has 
comparatively  little  fall  in  Massachusetts,  the  only  falls  which  are  utilized 
being  those  at  Turner's  Falls  and  at  Holyoke.  The  four  principal  tribu- 
taries, the  Deerfield,,  Miller's,  Westfield  and  Chieopee  rivers,  are  treated 
separately  in  this  report,  and  the  description  of  each  of  these  streams  will 
be  found  under  the  name  of  the  stream. 

The  following  tables  give  statistics  in  regard  to  drainage  areas  and  the 
population  on  them  at  various  points :  — 


LOCALITT. 

Diitance 

above 

Connect!- 

cat  Line 

(UUes). 

Drainage 

Area 
(8quare 
Miles). 

Popalation  Population 

on             per 
Drainage     Square 
Area.           Mile. 

Estimated 
Population  dis- 
charging 
Sewage  or 
Sewagf  Kffluent 

Into  River  In 
Massachusetts. 

Above  MUler'e  River,     . 
Below  Miller*!  River, 
Below  Deerfield  River,  . 
Above  MUl  River,    . 
Below  Manban  River, 
At  Holyoke  dam,     . 
Above  Chieopee  River,   . 
Below  Chieopee  River,   . 
Above  Weetfield  River,  , 
Below  Weetfield  River, 
Above  State  line, 

66.7 

66.7 

49.8 

12.7 

22.4 

16.8 

9.6 

9.6 

4.0 

4.0 

0.0 

7,062.7 
7,462.7 
8,164.6 
8,804.8 
8,689.0 
8,606.6 
8,626.6 
9,867.0 
0,404.1 
9,922.6 
0,063.0 

102,200 
216,600 
242,900 
260,600 
286,600 
298,600 
840,000 
417,700 
484,100 
611,200 
618,000 

27.0 
29.0 
80.0 
81.0 
84.0 
84.0 
89.0 
46.0 
61.0 
62.0 
62.0 

2,600 

28,800 

81,000 

82,600 

66,000 

61,000 

09.000 

188,000 

201,000 

218,600 

216,000 

Principal  Cities  and  Towns  on  the  Connecticut.  River  and  its 

Tributaries. 


CiTT  OB  Town. 


Population 
J      in  1900. 


Stream  on 

which 

Located. 


Distance 

above  Madoa- 

chusctiR  ami 

Coiincrticut 

State  Line 

(Miles). 


Sewerage 
SjBtem. 


St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 
Littleton,  N.  H., 
Haverhill,  N.  H., 
Lebaooo,  N.  H., 
Randolph,  Vt., 
Hartford,  Vt.,  . 
Newport,  N.  H., 


7,010 
4,066 
3,414 
4.065 
3,141 
8,817 
8,126 


Moose. 

Ammonoosuc, 

Connecticat. 

Connecticut. 

White. 

Connecticat. 

Sugar. 


204.2 
205.0 
178.0 
146.3 
166.7 
138.9 
141.6 


General. 
General. 


General. 
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Principal  Cities  and  Towns  on  the  Connecticut  River  and  its 

Tributaries —  Concluded, 


Crry  ob  Town. 


Olaramont,  N.  H.,   . 
Springfield,  Vt.,      . 
Rockingham,  Vt.,    . 
Brattleboroagh,  Vt., 
Keene,  N.  H.,  . 
Gardner,  . 
WineheodoD,    . 
Alhol, 
Orange,     . 
Daerfield, . 
Oreenfleld, 
Montague, 
Amherst,  . 
Northampton,  . 
Eaithampton,  . 
South  Hadley, . 
Holyoke,  . 
Spencer,    . 
Brookfleld, 
North  Brookfleld,    . 
Warren,    . 
Moneon,    . 
Palmer,     . 
Hardwlck, 
Ware, 
Lndlow,    . 
Chicopee,  . 
West  Springfield,     . 
Springfield, 
Westfield, 


Population 
in  1900. 


Stream  on 

which 
Located. 


e,408 
8,482 
6,809 
8,640 
0,186 

10,818 
5,001 
7,001 
6,620 
1,080 
7,027 
8,160 
6,028 

18,848 
6,608 
4,626 

46,712 
7,627 
8,062 
4,687 
4,417 
3,402 
7,801 
3,203 
8,263 
8,636 

10,167 

7,105 

62,050 

.12,310 


Bogar. 

Black. 

Connectleat. 

Conneetlont. 

Aahnelot. 

Miller's. 

Miller's. 

MUler's. 

Miller's. 

Deerfleld. 

Deer  field. 

Conneeticnt. 

Conneetlcot. 

Mill. 

Manhan. 

Connecticut. 

Connecticut. 

Chicopee. 

Chicopee. 

Chicopee. 

Chicopee. 

Chicopee. 

Chicopee. 

Chicopee. 

Chicopee. 

Chicopee. 

Chicopee. 

Connecticut. 

Connecticut. 

Westfield. 


Distance 
above  Massa- 
chusetts and 
Connecticut 

8Ute  Une 
(Mil«s). 


120.7 
115.7 
108.4 
77.6 
01.4 
06.7 
92.1 
76.6 
60.6 
63.2 
62.0 
46.0 
82.0 
24.6 
26.6 
16.9 
16.9 
66.8 
48.8 
60.8 
42.4 
34.6 
30.6 
46.0 
88.6 
18.6 
10.6 
6.0 
6.7 
18.0 


Sewersfe 
System. 


Ncne. 


Qeneral. 

General. 

General.* 

Partial. 

General. 

General. 

None. 

General. 

Partial. 

General.* 

General. 

General. 

Partial. 

General. 

General.* 

None. 

Partial.* 

None. 

None. 

General. 

Private 

sewers. 
General. 

General. 

General. 

General. 

General. 

General. . 


*  Sewage  purification  works  in  use. 


Above  the  point  where  it  enters  Massachusetts  the  river  receives  com- 
paratively little  sewage,  but  there  are  numerous  factories  on  the  stream 
and  its  tributaries  from  which  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  are  dio- 
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charged.  The  water,  however,  gives  very  little  indication  of  sewage  pollu- 
tion where  the  stream  enters  Massachusetts. 

About  10  miles  below  the  New  Hampshire  line  the  river  is  joined  by 
Miller's  River,  which  enters  it  from  the  east,  about  four  miles  above 
Turner's  Falls.  The  water  of  this  river  is  somewhat  more  polluted  than 
that  of  the  Connecticut  River,  although  the  pollution  is  not  noticeable  at 
its  mouth. 

At  Turner's  Falls  there  is  a  large  number  of  mills  employing  together 
about  1,600  persons,  the  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  from  which  are 
all  discharged  into  the  Connecticut  River.  The  principal  wastes  which 
tend  to  pollute  the  water  are  those  from  three  large  paper  mills.  The  sew- 
age from  the  village  of  Turner's  Falls  is  also  discharged  into  the  Con- 
necticut River  through  an  outlet  situated  on  the  edge  of  the  stream  at 
some  distance  below  the  village.  The  outlet  is  above  the  low- water  level 
of  the  river,  and  might  be  objectionable  at  times,  but  there  are  no  dwelling 
houses  within  a  considerable  distance  of  it. 

About  3  miles  below  Turner's  Falls  the  river  receives  the  flow  from  the 
Deerfield  River,  on  the  west.  This  river  receives  very  little  pollution  ex- 
cept that  from  Greenfield,  which  enters  it  near  its  mouth. 

Below  the  Deerfield  there  are  no  important  sources  of  pollution  as  far  as 
Fort  River,  which  enteri^  the  Connecticut  from  the  east,  opposite  the  city 
of  Northampton.  In  this  portion  of  its  course  the  river  receives  storm 
water  and  a  very  small  amount  of  sewage  at  various  places  from  the  small 
villages  of  Sunderland,  South  Deerfield  and  Hatfield  ;  but  the  quantity  of 
sewage  discharged  is  so  small  in  comparison  to  the  flow  of  the  stream  that 
its  effect  on  the  river  is  not  noticeable  except  by  analysis. 

The  town  of  Amherst,  which  had  in  1900  a  population  of  5,028,  is  situ- 
ated on  Fort  River,  about  7  miles  from  its  mouth.  The  town  is  provided 
with  a  general  sewerage  system,  which  discharges  at  two  outlets,  the  prin- 
cipal one  being  into  the  head  waters  of  Fort  River.  The  sewage  which  is 
discharged  at  this  outlet  is  first  passed  through  settling  tanks,  which  re- 
move a  small  portion  of  the  solid  matter.  At  the  other  outlet  the  sewage 
is  discharged  on  land,  where  it  collects  in  pools  from  which  it  finds  its  way 
more  or  less  directly  into  a  tributary  of  Fort  River. 

Mill  River,  one  of  the  smaller  tributaries  of  the  Connecticut,  rises  in  the 
town  of  Williamsburg  and  flows  through  the  city  of  Northampton,  enter- 
ing the  Connecticut  River  just  below  that  city,  and  about  7  miles  above 
Holyoke.  The  river  has  a  rapid  fall,  and  much  of  this  fall  is  utilized  for 
manufacturing  purposes.  It  has  a  water-shed  of  55  square  miles  at  its 
mouth. 

In  the  village  of  Williamsburg  there  are  numerous  private  sewers,  through 
which  practically  all  of  the  sewage  of  the  buildings  which  are  situated  near 
the  river  is  discharged.     There  are  also  three  small  factories  employing 


370  STATE   BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

about  20  persons,  sewage  from  which  is  discharged  into  the  stream,  bat 
no  wastes  are  produced  at  these  factories. 

In  the  village  of  Haydenviile  in  Williamsburg,  about  two  miles  below  the 
village  of  Williamsburg,  there  are  two  factories  employing  about  350  per- 
sons, which  discharge  sewage  into  the  river,  and  from  one  of  them,  a  silk 
mill,  a  small  quantity  of  polluted  wastes  is  discharged  into  the  stream. 

At  the  village  of  Leeds  in  the  city  of  Northampton  there  are  four  facto- 
ries employing  260  persons,  discharging  sewage  into  the  river,  and  a  small 
quantity  of  waste  is  discharged  from  a  large  silk  mill. 

At  Bay  State,  2  miles  below  Leeds,  the  river  receives  sewage  from  about 
850  persons  employed  in  three  factories,  two  of  which  are  large  silk  facto- 
ries, from  which  considerable  quantities  of  wastes  are  discharged,  and  from 
the  third  foul  wastes  from  treating  bones  and  bristles  are  discharged  into 
the  stream. 

In  Northampton  proper  there  are  three  factories  employing  about  480 
persons,  which  discharge  sewage  into  the  river,  but  very  little  manufactur- 
ing wastes  are  produced  in  these  factories. 

The  city  of  Northampton  had  in  1900  a  population  of  18,643.  The  city 
is  provided  with  a  sewerage  system,  which  is  built  in  part  on  the  combined 
plan,  the  sewage  all  being  discharged  into  Mill  River.  There  are  two  prin- 
cipal outlets,  the  larger  one  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  river  below  the  last 
dam  and  below  the  thickly  settled  portion  of  the  city,  and  a  smaller  outlet 
directly  opposite  the  first.  Besides  these  outlets  there  are  several  storm- 
water  overflows  at  convenient  points  into  the  river,  and  there  are  several 
small  sewers  which  discharge  sewage  from  a  few  houses  into  the  river  at 
various  places  along  its  course  through  the  city. 

The  river  has  a  small  water-shed  in  comparison  to  the  sewage  discharged 
into  it,  and  during  much  of  the  time  the  water  is  held  back  by  the  numer- 
ous dams,  so  that  the  sewage  forms  a  large  proportion  of  the  flow  of  the 
stream  below  the  sewer  outlets.  There  is  but  a  small  population  near  the 
sewer  outlets  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Mill  River  below  the  outlets. 

The  river  flows  for  a  distance  of  about  a  mile  from  the  sewer  outlets  to 
the  Connecticut  River,  and  throughout  this  entire  distance  the  water  is  very 
foully  polluted.  Plans  have  been  made  for  extending  the  main  sewer  to  a 
point  in  the  Connecticut  River  a  short  distance  above  the  month  of  Mill 
River. 

The  discbarge  of  large  quantities  of  storm  water  through  the  storm  water 
overflows  mingled  with  sewage,  as  at  present,  is  objectionable  on  account 
of  the  numerous  mill  ponds  in  the  thickly  built  up  section  of  the  city,  the 
level  of  the  water  in  which  fluctuates  considerably,  leaving  large  areas  of 
the  bottom  exposed  at  times. 

Just  below  Mill  River  enormous  quantities  of  wastes  from  salpbite  palp 
works  are  discharged  into  the  river.     These  wastes  carry  with  them  a  large 
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amount  of  pulp,  which  is  deposited  la  the  bed  of  the  river  in  front  of  the 
outlet,  and  at  times  of  low  water  these  deposits  are  exceedingly  offensive. 
The  wastes  mingle  with  the  polluted  waters  of  Mill  River  along  the  westerly 
side  of  the  Connecticut,  and  the*  odor  is  very  offensive  for  1,000  feet  or 
more. 

Special  examinations  of  Mill  River  and  of  the  Connecticut  River  im- 
mediately below  Mill  River  have  been  made,  the  results  of  which  are  given 
in  the  tables  on  pages  377  and  378. 

A  short  distance  below  the  outlet  of  the  sewer  from  the  sulphite  pulp 
works  the  Connecticut  River  is  joined  by  the  Manhan  River,  one  of  the 
small  tributaries  from  the  west,  draining  an  area  between  the  water-sheds 
of  the  Westfield  and  Mill  rivers. 

The  water  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  Manhan  River  is  used  for  the 
water  supply  of  the  city  of  Holyoke,  and  during  times  of  low  flow  in  the 
river  all  of  the  water  from  this  portion  of  the  water-shed  is  diverted  from 
the  river. 

The  following  table  gives  data  in  relation  to  the  drainage  areas  and  the 
population  on  the  drainage  areas  at  various  points :  — 


LOCALITT. 

Distance 
above 
Mouth 

(Miles). 

Drainage 

Area 
(Square 
Mflct). 

Population 

on 

Dralnane 

Area. 

Population 

per 

Square 

Mile. 

Estimated 

Population  dla- 

charging  8ewag« 

into  Klver. 

If aohan  River,  at  dam  of  Holyoke  water 

worka. 
Manbao  Biver,  jaat  above  Broad  Brook, 

Broad  Brook,  at  mouth, 

Manhan  River,  at  month,        .... 

14.8 
2.0 
2.0 
0.0 

18.2 
71.0 
12.4 
80.4 

200 
8,000 
4,M0 
8,100 

16 

42 

868 

91 

0 
1,000 
8,000 
4,000 

The  only  town  from  which  the  Manhan  River  receives  any  pollution  is 
Easthampton,  much  of  the  thickly  settled  portion  of  which  is  on  the  water- 
shed of  Broad  Brook,  the  principal  tributary  of  the  river. 

The  town  of  £asthampton  had  in  1900  a  population  of  5,603.  The 
town  is  quite  thoroughly  sewered  by  a  system  of  separate  sewers  discharg- 
ing at  five  principal  outlets.  A  large  proportion  of  the  population  is 
served  by  sewers  discharging  through  two  outlets  near  the  upper  end  of  a 
mill  pond  on  Broad  Brook.  This  mill  pond  is  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  long  and  has  an  area  of  approximately  44  acres.  The  principal  out- 
let discharges  just  below  the  surface  of  the  water  and  there  is  a  deposit  of 
organic  matter  in  its  vicinity  which  is  very  objectionable.  The  wastes 
from  a  gas  factory  are  discharged  into  the  pond  just  below  this  outlet. 
The  pond  also  receives  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  from  several 
factories,  the  principal  one  being  a  rubber  factory  employing  800  persons. 
Sewage  has  been  discharged  into  the  pond  for  a  period  of  about  eight 
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years,  but  during  two  years  of  this  time  the  pond  has  been  drawn  off,  so 
that  the  sewage  was  discharged  into  a  flowing  stream.  There  is  consid- 
erable population  all  about  the  pond,  and  there  is  a  large  mill  at  its 
outlet. 

The  water  of  the  mill  pond  on  Broad  Brook  is  badly  polluted,  —  suffi- 
ciently so  to  be  objectionable  for  use  for  manufacturing  purposes  by  the 
mills  situated  near  the  outlet  of  the  pond,  but  is  not  offensive  in  odor  or 
noticeably  objectionable  in  appearance. 

The  Manhan  River  above  the  point  where  it  is  joined  by  Broad  Brook  re- 
ceives sewage  from  a  small  population,  discharged  at  two  outlets,  which 
are  located  at  a  considerable  distance  from  any  population,  and  which  ap- 
pear to  be  unobjectionable. 

Below  Broad  Brook  the  river  flows  for  about  a  mile  through  an  uninhab- 
ited region  to  the  Ox  Bow  on  the  Connecticut  River,  into  which  it  dis- 
charges. The  Ox  Bow  was  formerly  the  channel  of  the  Connecticut  River, 
but  a  new  channel  was  formed  and  one  end  of  the  Ox  Bow  was  filled  in,  so 
that  there  is  no  flow  through  it,  and  it  is  now  a  stagnant  arm  of  the  Con- 
necticut River.  The  height  of  water  fluctuates  with  the  height  in  the  Con- 
necticut River,  and  at  times  when  the  water  of  the  river  is  rising  the  water 
flows  from  the  river  into  the  Ox  Bow.  A  large  pulp  mill  and  a  saw  mill 
are  situated  on  thei  island  formed  by  the  Ox  Bow ;  and  the  Ox  Bow  is 
used  for  the  storage  of  logs,  the  entire  surface  of  the  water  being  at  times 
covered  with  logs,  and  much  bark  and  waste  material  are  thrown  into  the 
water. 

A  special  examination  of  Broad  Brook  and  the  Manhan  River  was  made 
on  July  14  and  15,  1902,  the  results  of  which  are  given  in  the  table  on  page 
377. 

The  effect  of  the  discharge  of  the  highly  polluted  water  of  Mill  River,  the 
wastes  from  the  pulp  mill  and  the  Manhan  River  is  not  noticeable  in  the 
Connecticut  River  a  short  distance  below  the  sources  of  pollution  on  the 
west  side  of  the  stream,  as  stated  above. 

The  Holyoke  dam  is  about  6.5  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Manhan 
River.  The  city  of  Holyoke  is  situated  on  the  westerly  side  and  the  vil- 
lage of  South  Hadley  Falls  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  river  at  this  point, 
and  from  both  of  these  places  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  are  dis- 
charged into  the  river. 

The  sewers  of  Holyoke  are  built  on  the  combined  plan,  the  system  of 
carrying  the  sewage  and  storm  water  in  the  same  pipes  having  grown  up 
gradually,  as  in  many  other  cities  in  the  State,  until  it  includes  nearly  all 
of  the  area  of  the  city.  The  separate  system  is  being  introduced  for  the 
higher  areas  and  new  sections  of  the  city  located  at  a  considerable  distance 
back  from  the  river,  and  in  future  extensions  of  the  sewers  it  is  probable 
that  the  separate  system  will  be  employed. 


No.  34.]         EFFECT  OF   SEWAGE   DISPOSAL.  373 

The  sewage  of  the  city  of  Holyoke  is  discharged  into  the  Connecticut 
River  at  eight  different  outlets,  and  there  are  two  storm  overflows  into  the 
canals. 

The  principal  sewer  outlet  for  the  northerly  portion  of  the  city,  known 
as  the  Walnut  Street  outlet,  is  located  above  the  Holyoke  dam.  At  this 
outlet  a  large  quantity  of  sewage  is  discharged  at  a  point  where  the  flow  of 
the  river  is  very  sluggish  on  account  of  the  effect  of  the  dam,  and  the  sew- 
age remains  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  outlet,  where  there  are  considerable 
deposits  of  sewage.  The  conditions  about  this  outlet  are  very  foul.  The 
outlet  is  also  objectionable  because  the  sewage  from  this  outlet  flnds  its 
way  into  the  canals,  the  water  of  which  is  used  in  the  mills  for  many  pur- 
poses, and  may  be  used  for  drinking.  A  plan  for  diverting  the  sewage 
from  this  outlet  to  an  outlet  below  the  city  has  been  prepared,  but  the 
work  has  not  yet  been  done. 

The  main  outlet  for  the  main  and  southerly  portions  of  Holyoke  is  located 
at  the  southerly  end  of  the  city,  and  discharges  through  a  stone  pier  at  the 
edge  of  the  river.  This  outlet  was  evidently  at  one  time  carried  out  a  con- 
siderable distance  into  the  river ;  but  the  pipe  is  now  broken,  and  sewage 
discharging  at  the  edge  of  the  river  collects  in  a  large  pool  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  the  odor  about  this  outlet  is  very  offensive.  There  are  no  dwell- 
ing houses  within  a  considerable  distance. 

A  short  distance  above  this  outlet  at  the  foot  of  Berkshire  Street  is  an 
outlet  from  the  Elmwood  district,  discharging  at  the  edge  of  the  river. 
There  is  a  large  area  of  flats  about  this  outlet,  upon  which  sewage  collects 
and  gives  off  an  offensive  odor.  This  outlet  is  located  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  any  dwelling  house. 

In  the  jegion  between  the  upper  outlet  at  Walnut  Street  and  Elmwood 
Street,  sewers  for  the  area  of  the  city  lying  between  the  canals  and  the 
river  have  been  provided,  which  discharge  at  four  main  outlets.  The  out- 
lets at  Mosier  and  Appleton  streets  discharge  near  the  edge  of  the  river, 
the  former  at  a  place  used  as  a  dump,  and  both  of  these  outlets  are  located 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  any  dwelling  house.  While  sewage  collects 
about  these  outlets  to  some  extent,  they  were  not  seriously  objectionable 
at  the  time  they  were  examined. 

There  is  a  similar  outlet  at  Jackson  Street,  where  the  sewage  collects  in 
the  neighborhood  and  causes  a  disagreeable  odor. 

The  remaining  outlet,  located  at  Sargent  and  Hamilton  streets,  dis- 
charges through  a  wall  in  the  middle  of  a  canal  wasteway,  and  when  the 
water  is  wasting  from  the  canal  very  little  odor  is  noticeable  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  this  outlet;  when  no  water  is  wasting,  the  sewage  collects 
in  a  large  pool  about  the  outlet  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  mills 
in  which  many  operatives  are  employed,  creating  a  very  objectionable 
nuisance. 
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In  addition  to  the  sewage  disoharged  into  the  river  from  the  city  eewers, 
the  river  receives  much  sewage,  discharged  into  it  or  into  the  canals,  from 
the  various  factories  in  Holyoke,  and  enormous  quantities  of  wastes. 

The  factories  of  various  kinds  from  which  considerable  quantities  of  sew* 
age  are  discharged  into  the  river  are  classified  in  the  following  table :  — 


KlVO  OF  Factobt. 

Number  of 
Factories. 

Number  of 
Persons 

employed. 

* 

KiKD  OF  FaOTOBT. 

Number  of 
Factories. 

Number  of 

Persons 

employed. 

Pftpor, 
Woolen,     . 
Dye  works. 
Metal  works,     . 

10 
6 
1 
8 

4,230 

2,310 

76 

216 

Cotton  thread,  . 

;   Silk,     .... 

Cotton, 
Machinery, 

1 
1 
2 

2 

1.660 

1,000 

1,480 

216 

The  principal  manufacturing  wastes  which  tend  to  pollute  the  river  are 
the  wastes  from  the  large  paper  mills,  and  the  effect  of  the  discharge  of  these 
wastes  is  observable  in  the  river  for  a  considerable  distance  below  the  city. 

The  town  of  South  Hadley  is  located  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  river, 
opposite  the  city  of  Holyoke.  This  town  had  in  1900  a  population  of 
4,526.  The  principal  village  in  the  town  is  South  Hadley  Falls,  which  is 
located  on  the  bank  of  the  river  near  the  Holyoke  dam.  The  village  is  pro- 
vided with  a  system  of  sewers  built  to  receive  storm  water  as  well  as  sew- 
age, the  first  sewer  having  been  constructed  in  1885.  The  sewage  at  present 
discharges  at  three  main  outlets. 

The  first  of  these  outlets  discharges  into  the  river  above  the  Holyoke 
dam,  about  opposite  the  junction  of  Taylor  and  Canal  streets.  The  sewer 
ends  in  low  ground  about  100  feet  from  the  river,  and  the  sewage  collects 
in  a  large  pool,  having  an  area  of  about  500  square  feet  at  the-  time  the 
examination  was  made,  which  was  filled  with  weeds,  grasses  and  mbbish 
of  various  sorts.  The  odor  from  this  stagnant  pool  of  sewage  was  extremely 
offensive,  and  there  were  several  houses  not  far  from  it. 

The  next  sewer  down  stream  discharges  into  the  tail-race  below  the  mills 
opposite  Bardwell  Street.  The  sewage  is  noticeable  rn  the  stream  for  a 
considerable  distance  below  the  outlet,  but  the  odor  is  not  very  noticeable 
in  the  neighborhood  when  the  mills  are  running.  This  outlet  would  be 
objectionable  at  times  when  the  flow  through  the  tail-race  was  small. 

The  sewage  of  the  southerly  portion  of  the  village  discharges  through  a 
main  outlet  into  the  Connecticut  River  a  few  feet  below  the  Holyoke  bridge. 
Sewage  from  this  outlet  spreads  over  a  considerable  area,  but  under  ordi- 
nary conditions  there  is  a  considerable  flow  of  water  past  the  outlet,  so  that 
the  conditions  are  not  objectionable. 

In  the  village  of  South  Hadley  Falls  there  are  two  large  paper  mills  em- 
ploying about  225  persons,  sewage  and  wastes  from  which  are  discharged 
directly  into  the  river. 

The  sewage  of  the  village  of  Willimansett  in  Chicopee  discharges  into  the 
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Connectioat  River  opposite  Holyoke,  but  the  conditions  about  the  sewer 
outlets  have  not  been  found  to  be  objectionable. 

The  next  source  of  pollution  below  Holyoke  is  the  city  of  Chicopee,  which 
is  situated  about  6.2  miles  below  the  Holyoke  dam.  The  Chicopee  River 
flows  through  this  city,  and  receives  practically  all  of  the  sewage  and  wastes 
from  it.     The  condition  of  the  Chicopee  River  has  already  been  described. 

Just  below  Chicopee  are  the  city  of  Springfield  and  the  town  of  West 
Springfield. 

The  city  of  Springfield  is  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Connecticut 
River,  5.5  miles  above  the  point  where  the  river  crosses  the  southern  bound- 
ary of  Massachusetts  into  Connecticut.     Its  population  in  1900  was  62,059. 

The  first  sewers  in  the  city  were  built  many  years  ago,  and  about  thirty 
years  ago  a  general  system  of  combined  sewers  was  designed  for  the  thickly 
settled  portions  of  the  city,  which  has  been  extended  from  time  to  time  as 
became  necessary.  The  further  extension  of  the  combined  system  of  sew- 
ers in  the  higher  portions  of  the  city  remote  from  the  river  is  found  to  in- 
volve much  expense,  and  the  separate  system  is  being  employed  in  this 
portion  of  the  city,  and  will  be  employed  in  developing  the  sewerage  of  the 
Mill  River  valley  in  the  southerly  part  of  the  city. 

The  sewage  of  the  principal  portion  of  the  city  of  Springfield  is  discharged 
directly  into  the  Connecticut  River,  without  treatment,  at  twelve  outlets. 
The  height  of  water  in  the  Connecticut  River  opposite  Springfield  is  affected 
somewhat  by  the  dam  at  Enfield,  Conn.,  but  there  is  generally  a  good  cur- 
rent in  the  stream  opposite  the  city.  The  freshets  in  the  spring  raise  the 
height  of  the  water  in  the  river  in  extreme  cases  to  a  level  20  feet  above  the 
ordinary  summer  stage  of  the  stream.  There  are  four  outlets  into  the  Mill 
River,  a  tributary  of  the  Connecticut  River,  in  the  southerly  part  of  the 
city ;  and  the  sewage  of  the  village  of  Indian  Orchard,  which  is  located  on 
the  Chicopee  River  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Springfield,  is  discharged 
into  the  Chicopee  River,  as  already  stated. 

The  main  outlets  into  the  Connecticut  River,  all  of  which  formerly  dis- 
charged at  the  edge  of  the  stream,  caused  serious  nuisances  at  many  places 
along  the  shore  in  the  densely  populated  part  of  the  city ;  and  to  remove 
these  nuisances  submerged  pipes  have  been  laid  from  five  of  the  principal 
outlets,  to  convey  the  dry-weather  flow  of  sewage  to  a  point  of  discharge 
near  the  bottom  of  the  river  from  200  to  800  feet  from  shore.  By  this 
plan  the  nuisances  formerly  caused  by  these  outlets  have  been  removed, 
and  no  objectionable  conditions  were  found  to  exist  about  these  outlets  at 
the  times  they  were  examined.  The  submerged  outlets  are  of  sufficient  size 
to  remove  the  dry-weather  flow  of  sewage  only,  so  that  at  times  of  rain  or 
when  snow  is  melting  much  mingled  sewage  and  storm  water  still  discharges 
at  the  old  outlets  at  the  edge  of  the  river,  but  objectionable  conditions  have 
not  been  created  by  this  discharge  at  any  of  the  outlets.  These  outlets  are 
maintained  with  very  little  trouble  and  expense.     They  occasionally  become 
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clogged,  especially  at  periods  of  high  water  in  the  river,  by  sticks  and 
other  matters  brought  down  from  the  sewage  which  collect  near  the  mouth 
of  the  sewer  at  such  times;  but  by  removing  this  material  from  the  inlet  to 
the  submerged  pipe  after  the  freshet  flow  has  subsided,  further  trouble  has 
not  been  experienced  in  iceeping  these  outlets  clear. 

At  all  of  the  remaining  outlets  into  the  Connecticut  River  sewage  dis- 
charges at  the  edge  of  the  river  bank,  and  in  most  cases  at  the  ordinary 
stage  of  the  river  the  sewage  collects  about  the  outlet  or  along  the  edge  of 
the  river  for  a  short  distance  below  the  outlet,  causing  a  noticeable  odor  of 
sewage  in  the  immediate  neighborhood. 

The  outlets  into  Mill  River  all  discharge  directly  into  the  water,  and,  as 
the  quantity  of  sewage  is  small,  objectionable  conditions  were  not  found  at 
these  outlets  at  the  time  they  were  examined. 

The  outlet  from  Indian  Orchard  into  the  Chicopee  River  has  been 
described  under  that  stream. 

The  town  of  West  Springfield,  which  had  in  1900  a  population  of  7,105, 
is  situated  on  the  westerly  shore  of  the  Connecticut  River,  directly  opposite 
Springfield.  This  town  is  provided  with  a  system  of  combined  sewers,  dis- 
charging through  various  outlets  into  the  Connecticnt  and  Westfield  rivers. 

There  are  two  principal  outlets  into  the  Connecticut  River.  The  one 
situated  above  the  north  end  bridge  is  built  on  a  plan  somewhat  similar  to 
the  submerged  outlets  at  Springfield,  a  pipe  being  laid  beneath  the  bed  of 
the  river  to  a  point  well  out  into  the  stream,  of  suflScient  size  to  remove  the 
dry- weather  flow  of  sewage,  the  excess  of  flow  at  times  of  storm  discharg- 
ing at  about  high-water  mark.  The  submerged  outlet,  however,  when  it 
was  examined  was  obstructed  and  was  not  operating,  so  that  all  of  the 
sewage  was  being  discharged  on  the  shore  through  the  storm- water  outlet, 
creating  offensive  conditions. 

The  second  outlet  is  situated  immediately  below  the  old  wooden  bridge. 
This  outlet  is  a  large  one,  and  serves  the  village  of  Merrick.  The  sewage 
is  discharged  near  the  shore  line  at  low  water,  but  there  is  very  little  current 
at  this  place,  and  the  water  in  the  river  is  noticeably  polluted  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  out  from  the  outlet.  This  outlet  has  been  the  cause  of 
serious  complaint  from  the  operatives  in  a  factory  situated  on  the  bank  of 
the  river,  and  is  objectionable  at  times  to  those  passing  over  the  bridge. 

There  is  only  one  factory  in  West  Springfield,  wastes  from  which  tend  to 
seriously  pollute  the  Connecticut  River.  This  factory  is  a  paper  mill,  situ- 
ated near  the  lower  sewer  outlet.  Large  quantities  of  highly  colored  wastes 
are  discharged  at  times  into  the  sewer  near  its  outlet,  and  the  efifect  of  the 
wastes  is  noticeable  in  the  river  for  a  long  distance  from  the  sewer  ontlet. 

Just  below  West  Springfield  the  Connecticut  River  is  joined  by  the  West- 
field  River,  the  water  of  which  is  considerably  more  polluted  than  the  water 
of  the  Connecticut  River. 

Below  the  Westfield  River  the  Connecticut  River  flows  between  the  towns 
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of  Agftwam  aad  Loogmeadoir  to  the  State  line,  receiving  from  the  latter 
town  sewage  and  sewage  effluent.  The  town  of  Longmeadow,  baring  in 
1900  a  population  of  811,  is  provided  with  a  system  of  eewere  constructed 
on  the  separate  plan.  The  sewage  is  conveyed  to  two  Bltration  areas, 
where  it  is  discharged  on  prepared  sand  filter  beds.  The  fllten  do  not 
receive  proper  attention,  however,  and  much  of  the  sewage  does  not  pass 
through  them. 

The  Connecticut  River,  where  it  enters  Massachusetts,  is  practically 
unpolluted,  and  until  it  reaches  Northampton  the  pollution  which  it  receives 
is  not  sufficient  to  create  objectionahle  conditions,  except  possibly  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  sources  of  pollution. 

The  sewage  from  Northampton  which  enters  from  Mill  River,  together 
with  the  manufacturing  wastes  from  the  salpbile  pulp  mills,  and  the  sewage 
of  Easthampton  which  enters  from  the  Uanban  River  just  below  Mill  River, 
noticeably  pollute  the  river  for  a  short  distance. 

The  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  from  Holyoke,  Chicopee  and 
Springfield  have  a  very  perceptible  effect  upon  the  character  of  the  water ; 
but,  notwithstanding  this  pollntion,  the  river  as  it  passes  into  the  State  of 
Connecticut  is  not  seriously  polluted,  and  at  Hartford,  19  miles  below  the 
State  line,  the  water  of  the  river  has  recently  been  used  directly  as  a  source 
of  public  water  supply. 

The  results  of  special  examinations  of  the  Mill  and  Manhan  rivers  and 
of  the  Connecticut  River  below  Northampton  are  given  in  the  following 
tables.  The  average  results  of  analyses  of  samples  collected  during  the 
drier  portions  of  the  year  for  several  years  at  Northfleld  near  the  New 
Hampshire  line  and  below  Springfield  near  the  Connecticut  line  are  also 
presented. 

SPKCIAL  EXAHINATION  OF  MiLL  AND  MaNUAN  RivERS,  JUI.Y  14  AKD  15,  1902. 
[P«u  par  1«»,0W.] 
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Special  Examination  of  Oonhectiodt  Riter,  Sept.  : 
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DEERFIELD  RIVEEL 

The  Deerfield  River  is  a  tributary  of  the  Connecticut  River  from  the  west, 
rising  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  draining  the  northerly  section  of  Massa- 
chusetts west  of  the  Connecticut  River,  which  is  rugged  and  mountainous. 
The  river  falls  very  rapidly  throughout  nearly  all  of  its  course,  and,  as  there 
are  very  few  ponds  on  the  water-shed,  the  flow  of  the  stream  is  subject  to 
great  fluctuations. 

The  following  tables  give  data  in  regard  to  the  drainage  areas  at  various 
points  and  the  population  upon  the  water-shed :  — 


Locality. 

DUUnce 
above 
Mouth 

(Miles). 

Drainage 

Area 
(Square 
MUes). 

Population 

on 

Drainage 

Area. 

Population 

per 

Square 

Mile. 

Eithnated 

Population  dia- 

chaxglnff  Sevirase 

Into  Klver. 

Jnit  aboT«  north  branch,  at  Bhelbnme  Falla, 
North  branch,  at  mouth,         .... 
Juit  below  north  branch,  at  Shelbume  FalU, 
Jnat  above  Green  River,  at  Deerfield,  . 

Oreen  River,  at  month, 

Deerfield  River,  at  month,      .... 

18.0 

18.0 

18.0 

S.l 

2.1 

0 

405.0 
03.0 

498.8 

574.5 
80.8 

0M.5 

7,600 

2,600 

10,200 

14,900 

9,800 

24,800 

10 
28 
21 
26 
108 
86 

160 

400 

660 

1,660 

6,000 

7,660 

Cities  and  Towns,  Considerable  Portions  of  which  are  within   the 

Water-shed  of  the  Deerfield  River. 


Crrr  oa  Towv. 


Popula- 
tion 
in  1900. 


Beweraire 
Syttem. 


Estimated 
Population  I 
discharging 
Sewage     , 
Into  River. 


MaDuflu;torles  discharging 
Wastes  into  Klver. 


Bomeraet,  Vt.,  . 
Searabnrg,  Vt., 
Wilmington,  Vt.. 
Readsborongh,  Vt., 
Whittingham,  Vt., 
Marlborough,  Vt., 
Halifax,  Vt.,      . 
Oullford,  Vt.,  . 
Monroe,     . 
Florida,     . 
Rowe, 
Savoy» 
Hawley,     . 
Charlemoot, 
Aehfleld.   . 
Bnckland, . 
Heath, 
Colraio, 
Bhelbnme, 
Conway,    . 
Deerfield,  . 
Leyden,     . 
Oreenfield,        • 


67 

161 

1,221 

1,139 

1,042 

448 

662 

782 

805 

890 

549 

506 

429 

1,094 

955 

1,446 

441 

1,749 

1,508 

1.458 

1,969 

879 

7.927 


None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

Partial. 

None. 

Partial. 

None. 

None. 

Partial. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

General. 


0 

0 

0 

Unknown. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

0 

0 

100 

0 

850 

0 

400 

600 

150 

0 

0 

6,000 


None. 

None. 

None. 

One  tannery,  one  paper  mill. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

One  paper  mill. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

One  cotton  mill. 

None. 

One  eotton  mill. 

None. 

None. 

One  cutlery  factory. 


Within  the  State  of  Vermont  the  Deerfield  River  receives  pollution  from 
a  tannery  and  a  paper  mill  in  Readsborough  about  3  miles  above  the  Mas- 
sachusetts line.     In  Massachusetts  the  first  source  of  pollution  is  in  Monroe, 
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where  the  river  receives  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  from  a  paper 
mill  employing  about  60  persons.  The  river  is  not  seriously  afifected  by 
this  pollution  except  immediately  below  the  mill. 

At  Shelburne  Falls  the  river  is  joined  by  North  River,  which  receives 
pollution  in  Colrain,  about  3  miles  above  its  mouth,  from  three  cotton  mills 
employing  about  270  persons.  The  quantity  of  wastes  discharged  from 
these  mills  is  small,  but  all  of  the  sewage  from  them  goes  directly  into  the 
stream,  together  with  the  sewage  from  about  40  houses. 

At  Shelburne  Falls,  on  the  Buckland  side  of  the  river,  sewage  is  dis- 
charged from  a  factory  in  which  250  persons  are  employed,  and  on  the 
Shelburne  side  of  the  river  sewage  from  50  employees  in  a  factory  is 
discharged  into  the  stream.  Neither  Shelburne  Falls  nor  Buckland  is 
provided  with  a  sewerage  system,  but  there  is  a  small  sewer  in  Buckland, 
discharging  into  the  river  below  the  water  level ;  and  there  is  a  sewer  in 
Shelburne,  receiving  the  sewage  from  about  100  buildings,  discharging 
about  700  feet  below  the  dam  beneath  the  surface  of  the  water  at  all  times 
except  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  river.  These  outlets  do  not  appear  to  be 
objectionable,  and  the  effect  of  the  sewage  is  not  noticeable. 

A  short  distance  below  Shelburne  the  river  is  joined  from  the  south  by 
South  River,  one  of  the  largest  tributaries.  This  stream  flows  through  the 
town  of  Conway,  where  it  receives  sewage  from  a  shoe  shop  in  which  83 
persons  are  employed,  and  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  from  a  cotton 
mill  employing  about  55  persons. 

Below  the  South  River  the  Deerfield  River  flows  through  the  town  of 
Deerfield  into  Greenfield.  At  Greenfield  it  is  joined  by  Green  River,  a 
large  tributary  from  the  north,  which  flows  near  the  central  portion  of  the 
village  of  Greenfield,  and  receives  all  of  the  sewage  from  this  village.  The 
town  of  Greenfield  had  in  1900  a  population  of  7,927.  The  town  is  quite 
thoroughly  sewered,  and  the  sewage  from  about  6,000  people  is  discharged 
into  the  river  through  several  outlets.  The  upper  principal  sewer  outlet 
discharges  just  above  a  small  mill  pond  and  the  lower  principal  outlet  jest 
above  a  second  mill  pond.  The  water  of  the  river  is  very  badly  polluted, 
and,  as  the  water  in  the  ponds  is  subject  to  considerable  fluctuations  in 
elevation,  local  nuisances  have  been  produced  which  have  been  the  source 
of  complaints.  There  is  a  large  population  in  the  vicinity  of  these  ponds 
and  along  the  stream  below  the  ponds. 

Below  the  Greenfield  sewer  outlets  the  Green  River  flows  for  abont  a 
mile  and  discharges  into  the  Deerfield  River,  where  it  is  diluted  by  a  large 
flow  of  comparatively  pure  water  in  the  latter  stream. 

A  special  examination  was  made  of  Green  River  July  16  and  17,  1902, 
the  results  of  which  are  given  in  the  following  table :  — 
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FRENCH   RIVER. 

The  French  River  rises  in  the  town  of  Leicester  and  flows  in  &  aoatfaerly 
direction  into  tlie  State  of  CoDoecticut,  where  it  joins  the  Quinebaag  RiFer 
and  finally  discharges  into  Long  Island  Sound.  The  river  has  a  small 
water-shed  in  Massachusetts,  bnt  there  are  numerous  ponds  and  storage 
reservoirs  upon  it,  so  that  the  summer  flow  is  high  and  the  namerons  falls 
are  used  for  manufacturing  purposea. 

The  following  tables  give  statistics  relative  to  the  drainage  areas  and  the 
popniation  upon  them  at  various  points :  — 
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The  first  source  of  pollution  is  at  Leicester,  where  the  stream  receives 
the  effluent,  and  at  times  nnpurified  sewage  from  the  Leicester  sewerage 
system.  The  town  of  Leicester  had  in  1900  a  population  of  8,416.  The 
mun  village  is  provided  with  a  separate  system  of  aewers.  The  sewage  is 
conveyed  to  a  filtration  area  near  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  French 
River,  where  it  is  passed  through  settling  tanks  and  then  diaohuged  oo 
prepared  filter  beds  or  into  trenches  on  the  slope  of  a  hill.  At  timei  t 
portion  of  the  sewage  finds  its  way  into  the  brook  witbont  porifloktioii. 


No.  34.]         EFFECT  OF   SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.  383 

The  next  sources  of  pollation  are  at  the  villages  of  Greenville  and  Roch- 
dale in  the  town  of  Leicester,  where  the  river  receives  sewage  from  four 
mUls  employing  aboat  225  persons.  From  these  factories  water  used  for 
washing  and  dyeing  cotton  and  woolen  cloth,  and  wool-scouring  liquor 
from  washing  about  25,000  pounds  of  wool  per  week,  are  discharged  di- 
rectly into  the  stream,  making  the  water  noticeably  polluted.  The  river 
also  receives  in  these  villages  sink  drainage  from  a  considerable  population. 

At  Larnedville  in  the  town  of  Oxford,  and  at  North  Oxford,  1.5  miles 
below,  there  are  satinet  mills  employing  55  and  240  persons  respectively, 
sewage  from  which,  together  with  water  used  for  washing  and  dyeing,  is 
discharged  into  the  river.  At  the  latter  mill  8,000  pounds  of  cloth  are 
washed  and  dyed  daily.  About  a  mile  below  North  Oxford  the  sink  drain- 
age and  a  portion  of  the  sewage  from  a  factory  employing  about  75  persons, 
and  at  a  short  distance  below  this  the  sewage  from  a  factory  employing  30 
persons,  are  discharged  into  the  river. 

In  Oxford  there  are  two  woolen  mills  employing  about  120  persons,  sew- 
age and  wastes  from  which  are  discharged  into  the  river.  In  one  of  these 
establishments  no  wool  is  scoured  at  present,  but  in  the  other  about  1,000 
pounds  are  scoured  daily. 

The  next  principal  sources  of  pollution  are  in  the  towns  of  Webster  and 
Dudley,  the  former  being  on  the  easterly  side  and  the  latter  on  the  westerly 
side  of  the  river.  In  these  towns  the  river  has  a  rapid  fall,  and  there  are 
numerous  mill  ponds  and  factories. 

The  river  receives  just  above  the  village  of  Webster  the  flow  from  Lake 
Chaubunagungamaug.  This  lake  has  an  area  of  1,250  acres  and  a  water- 
shed of  about  9.7  square  miles.  During  dry  weather  large  quantities  of 
water  are  drawn  from  this  lake  to  increase  the  flow  of  the  river. 

On  Mill  Brook,  which  forms  the  outlet  of  the  lake,  is  situated  a  bleaching, 
dyeing  and  printing  mill,  employing  about  200  persons,  sewage  and  wastes 
from  which  are  discharged  into  the  stream.  The  quantity  of  cloth  dyed 
and  bleached  amounts  to  about  100,000  pounds  each  week,  and  the  water 
of  the  brook  is  highly  colored  and  opaque  from  the  spent  dyes  discharged 
into  it,  and  the  bed  and  shores  of  the  stream  are  also  discolored. 

A  large  cotton  mill  employing  800  persons  is  situated  on  the  French 
River  just  below  the  entrance  of  Mill  Brook,  the  sink  drainage  from  which 
is  discharged  into  the  stream,  but  no  liquid  wastes  are  produced  at  this 
place. 

A  short  distance  below  this  cotton  mill  there  are  two  woolen  mills,  one 
of  which  produces  no  liquid  wastes,  but  discharges  the  sewage  from  about 
50  persons  into  the  river.  At  the  other  850  persons  are  employed  and 
10,000  pounds  of  wool  are  scoured  daily.  The  wool-scouring  wastes  are 
treated  for  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  grease,  the  remainder  being  dis- 
charged directly  into  the  stream.  Enormous  quantities  of  spent  dyes  and 
water  from  washing  cloth  are  also  discharged  into  the  stream,  as  well  as 
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HOOSICK   RIVER. 

The  Hoosick  River,  a  tributary  of  the  Hudson,  is  formed  by  the  janction 
of  the  north  and  south  branches  in  the  central  portion  of  the  city  of  North 
Adams,  whence  it  flows  north-westerly  through  Wiiliamstown,  and  across 
the  south-western  corner  of  Vermont  to  the  Hudson  River  in  the  State  of 
New  York. 

The  following  tables  give  data  in  regard  to  the  drainage  areas  and  the 
population  upon  the  drainage  areas  at  various  places  :  — 


LOCAUTT. 


Distance 

above 

State  Line 

(Miles). 


Drainage 
Area 

(Sqnare 
Mfles). 


Popalatlon 

on 

Drainage 

Area. 


PopolatiOQ 

per 

Sqoare 

Mlie. 


Estimated 
PopaUtlon  dls- 
duurglnx  Sewa«« 

Into  Kiver. 


Booth  branch,  above  Adams, .... 
South  branch,  abont  2  mllea  below  Adams, . 

South  branch,  at  mouth 

North  branch,  at  mouth 

Total,  at  confluence, 


Hoosick  River,  at  outlet  of  main  sower  in 

North  Adams. 
Hoosick  River,  at  Wiiliamstown,  . 


16.5 
13.0 
7.6 
7.6 
7.6 
7.2 
2.6 


36.8 

63.1 

76.1 

48.4 

118.6 

118.9 

177.2 


1,400 
11,900 
28,400 
10,600 
34,000 
86,200 
41,900 


89 
189 
812 
244 
287 
296 
286 


0 

4,800 

5,000 

800 

5,800 

27,775 

29,776 


Cities  and  Towns,  Considerable  Portions  op  which  are  within  the 

Water-shed  of  the  Hoosiok  River. 


CiTT  OK  Town. 


Popula- 
tion 
in  1900. 


Sewerage 
Hystcm. 


Estimated 
Population 
discharging 

8ewage 
Into  Klver. 


Hanuractories  discharging 
Wastes  into  River. 


Cheshire, 
Adams,  . 
North  Adams, 
BUmford,  Vt., 
Clarksburg,  . 
New  Ash  ford, 
Wiiliamstown, 


1,221  I  None. 
11,134  '  Piivate 
'24,200 


677 

948 

107 

5,013 


sewers. 
General. 


None. 
None. 
None. 
Partial. 


0 

4.500 

23,000 

0 

276 

0 

2,000 


None. 

Five  cotton  mills,  one  paper  mUl,  one  woolen 

mill. 
One  cotton  mill,  two  print  worka,  two  wodeo 

mills,  one  leather  factory. 
None. 

One  woolen  mill. 

None. 

Two  cotton  milla. 


The  only  town  in  the  water-shed  of  the  south  branch  which  contributes 
any  considerable  quantity  of  sewage  or  manufacturing  wastes  to  the  river 
is  Adams,  located  about  7  miles  above  the  junction  of  the  two  bnmcbes. 
At  this  place  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  are  discharged  into  the 
river  from  cotton  mills  employing  about  3,700  persons,  from  a  paper  mill 
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employing  about  300  persons,  and  from  a  woolen  mill  employing  about 
100  persons.  The  quantity  of  manufacturing  wastes  from  the  cotton  mills 
is  not  large,  and  consists  chiefly  of  spent  dyes ;  that  from  the  paper  mills 
consists  of  wastes  from  the  washers  and  paper  machines ;  and  that  from 
the  woolen  mills  consists  of  the  wool-scouring  liquors  and  wastes  from 
washing  cloth. 

The  town  is  not  provided  with  a  sewerage  system,  but  there  is  a  large 
number  of  private  sewers  discharging  into  the  river,  and  many  privies 
are  situated  over  the  river  and  on  the  edge  of  the  canals.  Many  of  the 
outlets  of  the  private  sewers  produce  offensive  conditions  in  the  immediate 
vicinity,  and  are  otherwise  objectionable.  From  the  information  available, 
it  appears  that  the  sewage  from  about  4,500  persons  is  discharged  into  the 
river. 

In  North  Adams  the  south  branch  receives  sewage  from  two  small  sew- 
ers, each  serving  about  25  houses,  and  sewage  from  a  factory  employing 
about  150  persons. 

The  south  branch  above  Adams  is  practically  an  unpolluted  stream.  Be- 
low Adams  the  water  is  polluted,  and  is  somewhat  objectionable  in  appear- 
ance and  odor. 

The  water-shed  of  the  north  branch  contains  no  sources  of  pollution 
above  North  Adams  except  a  woolen  mill  situated  in  Clarksburg,  in  which 
about  275  persons  are  employed,  and  900,000  pounds  of  wool  are  scoured 
each  year.  On  the  north  branch  within  the  city  of  North  Adams  there  are 
several  large  factories,  but  the  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  are  now 
discharged  into  the  city  sewers.  A  small  quantity  of  spent  dyes  from  the 
print  works  is  discharged  into  the  stream.  There  are  several  dams  on  this 
branch,  and  at  times  of  dry  weather  the  bed  of  the  river  in  places  is  practi- 
cally dry  except  for  pools  of  water  which  remain  among  the  stones,  the 
main  flow  of  the  river  passing  through  the  canals.  This  condition  has 
been  the  cause  of  a  serious  nuisance.  Near  the  junction  of  the  two  branches 
the  river  receives  the  wastes  from  a  print  works  employing  about  1,400 
persons.  These  wastes  consist  chiefly  of  spent  dyes  and  water  used  for 
washing. 

At  its  mouth  the  north  branch  is  badly  polluted,  and  the  water  is  of 
about  the  same  character  as  that  of  the  south  branch.  Between  the  junc- 
tion of  the  branches  and  the  outlet  of  the  North  Adams  main  sewer  the 
river  receives  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  from  a  factory  employing 
about  500  persons.  The  manufacturing  wastes  are  those  from  the  processes 
of  bleaching  and  dyeing. 

North  Adams  had  a  population  in  1900  of  24,200,  and  the  estimated  pop- 
ulation in  1902  is  26,200.  The  city  is  very  thoroughly  sewered  on  the  sep- 
arate plan,  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  total  population  connected  with  the 
sewers  is  about  23,000. 
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The  main  portion  of  the  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  river  about  a  mile 
below  the  junction  of  the  two  branches,  but  there  are  several  other  outlets, 
each  serving  a  very  small  area.  The  main  sewer  was  constructed  in  1891. 
The  outlet  is  located  at  the  edge  of  the  river,  at  a  place  where  the  current  is 
divided,  about  half  of  the  flow  passing  through  the  channel  which  receives 
the  sewage.  The  current  into  which  the  sewage  discharges  is  very  rapid, 
and  the  sewage  is  carried  quickly  away  at  times  when  there  is  considerable 
water  flowing  in  the  river ;  but  at  times  of  dry  weather  there  are  periods, 
when  the  mills  above  are  not  in  operation,  when  practically  all  of  the  water 
is  held  back  by  the  dams,  and  there  is  very  little  flow  in  the  stream.  At 
such  times  the  sewage  collects  in  pools,  and  a  great  nuisance  results. 
There  are  several  houses  not  far  from  the  sewer  outlet. 

Below  the  sewer  outlet  the  river  flows  through  the  village  of  Brayton- 
ville,  two-thirds  of  a  mile  distant,  at  which  place  it  receives  the  sewage 
and  manufacturing  wastes  from  a  woolen  mill  employing  about  240  per- 
sons, and  scouring  about  1.000,000  pounds  of  wool  yearly.  At  the  village 
of  Greylock,  1.5  miles  below  the  sewer  outlet,  sewage  from  a  cotton  mill 
employing  about  225  persons  is  discharged  into  the  stream ;  and  at  Black- 
inton,  on  the  line  between  North  Adams  and  Williamstown,  2^  miles  below 
the  sewer  outlet,  the  river  receives  sewage  and  wastes  from  a  woolen  mill 
employing  about  350  persons,  and  scouring  about  200,000  pounds  of  wool 
per  year.  At  each  of  these  three  villages  there  is  a  small  mill  pond,  sub- 
ject to  considerable  fluctuations  in  level,  and  there  is  a  large  population 
close  to  the  river. 

The  condition  of  the  stream  immediately  below  the  North  Adams  sewer 
outlet  is  very  offensive,  and  its  appearance  is  that  of  sewage.  Its  condi- 
tion improves  somewhat  further  down  stream,  notwithstanding  the  added 
pollution  entering  it  from  the  various  villages. 

At  Williamstown,  4  miles  below  the  North  Adams  sewer  outlet,  there  is 
a  large  mill  pond  having  an  area  of  45  acres.  Just  above  this  mill  pond 
the  river  is  joined  by  Green  River,  having  a  water-shed  of  43  square  miles. 

The  population  of  Williamstown  in  1900  was  5,013.  The  town  has  no 
complete  sewerage  system,  but  there  are  several  sewers  which  take  sewage 
and  a  considerable  quantity  of  storm  water,  and  discharge  at  convenient 
points. 

Two  of  the  sewers  discharge  into  Green  River,  and  the  remaining  sewers 
discharge  into  the  Hoosick  River  below  the  mill  pond.  The  sewer  outlets 
into  Green  River  are  beneath  the  surface  of  the  water  at  some  distance 
from  the  shore,  and  no  offence  is  caused  by  them.  One  sewer  outlet 
discharges  by  a  highway  bridge  near  the  railroad  station  of  the  Boston  A 
Maine  Railroad.  This  outlet  is  submerged,  and  its  presence  cannot  ordi- 
narily be  detected.  There  are  two  other  outlets  into  the  river  below,  at 
points  remote  from  any  population. 
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Od  Green  River  there  ie  b  cotton  mill  employing  95  persons,  from  which 
sewage  and  mBnufacturing  wastes  are  discharged  into  the  stream  ;  and  into 
the  main  river  just  below  Green  River  sewage  and  wastes  are  discharged 
from  another  cotton  mill  employing  225  persons.  The  wastes  consist  chiefly 
of  spent  dyes. 

A  special  examination  of  the  Hoosick  River  and  its  branches  was  made 
on  Sept.  2  and  S,  1902,  at  a  time  when  the  flow  of  the  river  was  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  the  dry-weather  flow.  The  results  of  the  analyses,  which 
are  given  in  the  following  table,  show  plainly  the  effect  of  the  sewage  of 
Adams  and  North  Adams  on  the  water. 
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Analyses  of  the  water  of  the  river  just  below  Williamstown  have  been 
made  regularly  each  month  for  a  long  period  of  years,  and  monthly  analyses 
have  been  made  of  the  river  and  its  branches  at  various  places  during  the 
drier  portion  of  each  year.  The  following  tables  give  the  averages  of 
these  analyses  during  the  six  months  from  June  to  November,  inclusive, 
of  each  year.  Id  1902  the  rainfall  iu  this  period  and  flow  of  the  stream 
was  moch  higher  th^n  in  previous  years,  and  the  effect  is  clearly  shown  by 
the  analyses. 
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CuBKtCAL  Examination  op  Water  from  Hoosick  Bitbb  and  its  Branches. 

—  Averages  fob  Sis  Months,  fboh  Jdne  TO  Notembeb.  inclusitb. 
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Chekical  Exahimation  of  Watek  fhou  Boosick  IIivkr  and  its  BBAHCaBS. 
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HOUSATONIC  RIVER. 

The  Hoaaatonic  River  is  formed  by  the  JuDCtioQ  of  the  east,  west  aad 
Bouth-west  braaches,  just  below  the  thickly  built  up  portion  of  the  city  of 
Pitlafleld.  It  flows  in  a  sontherly  direction  through  Berltshire  County  into 
the  State  of  Conoecticut,  and  thence  into  Long  Island  Sound. 

The  following  tables  give  data  in  regard  to  the  drainage  areas  and  the 
population  on  the  drainage  areas  at  various  points :  — 
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Cities  and  Towns,  Considerable  Portioms  OF  which  ask 

WaTEK-SHED  op  the  ilOUSATOHIC  RlTBR. 
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The  water-shed  of  the  east  branch  contains  the  towns  of  Hinsdale  and 
DaltoD  and  a  portion  of  the  city  o(  PittsBeld. 

Hinsdale,  situated  11  miles  above  the  junction  of  the  branches,  bad  ■ 
population  in  1900  of  1,485.  It  is  not  provided  with  a  regular  system  of 
sewerage,  but  the  sewage  from  a  population  of  aboat  300  is  dischai^ed 
into  the  river  through  storm-water  drains  or  private  sewers.  The  sewer  on 
Main  Street  discharges  on  tlie  bank  of  the  river  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  water.  The  odor  from  the  sewage  discharged  upon  the  ground  ii 
at  times  very  objectionable.  The  other  outlets  have  not  given  any  serions 
trouble.  The  river  receives  the  wastes  from  a  woolen  mill  in  which  225  per- 
sons are  employed,  and  about  1,200,000  pounds  of  wool  are  scoured  yearly. 

At  Dalton,  7  miles  above  the  junction  of  the  branches,  there  are  two 
sewers,  through  whicif  the  sewage  of  about  600  persona  is  discharged 
directly  into  the  river.  Both  of  these  sewers  discharge  on  the  bank  of  tbe 
river  a  considerable  distance  above  tlic  ordinary  level  of  tbe  water,  and 
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the  coDditioDs  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  outlets  are  objectionable. 
There  is  no  population  near  either  of  the  outlets.  Sewage  and  manufac- 
turing wastes  from  five  large  paper  mills  employing  about  650  persons,  and 
a  woolen  mill  employing  about  150  persons,  in  which  cloth  is  washed  and 
dyed,  are  discharged  directly  into  the  stream. 

Within  the  city  of  Pittsfield  the  east  branch  receives  very  little  pollution, 
except  street  washings  and  the  sewage  from  a  few  houses  discharged 
through  a  storm-water  drain  at  Pomeroy  Avenue. 

The  water  of  the  east  branch  above  Hinsdale  is  practically  unpolluted. 
Immediately  below  the  woolen  mill  at  Hinsdale  it  is  badly  polluted,  but  its 
appearance  improves  until  it  reaches  Dalton,  where  the  sewage  and  manu- 
facturing wastes  discolor  the  river  and  give  it  an  objectionable  appearance, 
but  the  odor  from  it  is  not  offensive.  Its  condition  improves  rapidly  and  at 
its  mouth  this  branch  shows  little  evidence  of  the  pollution  which  it  receives. 

The  west  and  south-west  branches  receive  practically  no  pollution  except 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Pittsfield. 

The  population  of  Pittsfield  in  1902  is  estimated  to  be  22,300.  The 
main  portion  of  the  city  is  very  thoroughly  sewered,  and  the  population 
connected  with  the  sewers  is  estimated  to  be  18,000. 

The  greater  part  of  the  city  is  sewered  on  the  separate  plan,  and  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  1902  works  for  the  purification  of  the  sewage  col- 
lected by  the  separate  system  of  sewers  were  completed.  A  considerable 
area  of  the  city,  however,  is  sewered  by  an  old  system  of  storm-water 
drains,  which  has  an  outlet  into  the  west  branch  just  below  the  thickly 
built  up  section  of  the  city.  The  quantity  of  sewage  discharged  from  this 
sewer  at  times  when  there  is  no  storm  water  amounts  to  from  650,000  to 
1,000,000  gallons  per  day.  The  sewage  is  discharged  at  the  edge  of  the 
river,  and  its  effect  is  noticeable  for  a  long  distance  below  the  point  of  dis- 
cbarge, but  there  are  no  dwelling  houses  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
outlet. 

Sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  from  six  woolen  mills,  in  which  1,725 
persons  are  employed  and  about  8,500  pounds  of  wool  are  scoured  per  day, 
are  discharged  into  the  branches  of  the  river  above  the  most  thickly  settled 
portions  of  the  city.  The  wastes  from  these  mills  consist  chiefly  of  wool- 
scouring  liquors,  water  used  for  washing  the  cloth  and  spent  dyes.  There 
is  also  a  cotton  mill  employing  50  persons,  from  which  sewage  and  spent 
dyes  are  discharged  into  the  stream. 

All  but  one  of  these  mills  are  upon  the  west  branch,  and,  as  these  facto- 
ries are  many  of  them  situated  above  the  thickly  settled  portion  of  the  city, 
the  effect  of  the  discharge  of  sewage  and  wastes  into  the  streams  is  to  make 
the  west  branch  objectionable  in  appearance,  and  to  give  it  an  offensive 
odor  where  it  passes  through  the  city.  The  west  branch  at  its  mouth  is 
badly  polluted,  and  objectionable  in  appearance  and  odor,  especially  at 
times  of  low  flow  in  the  stream. 


394  STATE   BOARD  OF  HEALTH.  [Pub.  Doc. 

The  soath-west  braDch  is  seriously  polluted  by  sewage  and  wastes  from 
a  large  woolen  mill,  but  below  the  woolen  mill  it  flows  through  a  practi- 
cally uninhabited  country  to  its  mouth. 

Below  Pittsfield  the  Housatonic  River  flows  for  a  distance  of  about  seven 
miles  to  Lenox  station  through  a  sparsely  settled  territory.  In  this  portion 
of  its  course  it  receives  the  eflfluent  from  the  sewage  purification  works  of 
Pittsfield.  At  these  works  all  of  the  sewage  collected  in  the  separate  sys- 
tem of  sewers,  amounting  to  about  1,800,000  gallons  per  day,  is  purified  on 
sand  filter  beds,  and  the  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  river.  At  Lenox 
station  the  river  receives  sewage  from  the  town  of  Lenox. 

Lenox,  which  had  a  population  in  1900  of  2,942,  has  a  general  system 
of  sewers  constructed  upon  the  separate  plan.  The  sewage  is  delivered 
on  the  side  of  a  hill  near  the  river  below  Lenox  station,  where  works  have 
been  constructed  for  its  purification  by  broad  and  subsurface  irrigation. 
A  connection  is  made  directly  with  the  river,  however,  through  which 
all  of  the  sewage  of  the  town  is  discharged  during  a  large  part  of  the 
time.  At  other  times  some  of  the  sewage  discharged  upon  the  area  finds 
its  way  over  the  surface  of  the  ground  and  flows  eventually  into  the 
river.  The  outlet  into  the  river  is  located  just  above  a  dam,  which  fonni 
a  large  mill  pond  and  is  beneath  the  surface  of  the  water.  Within  the 
town  of  Lenox  there  is  one  small  paper  mill  employing  about  15  persons 
and  discharging  sewage  and  a  small  quantity  of  manufacturing  waste  into 
the  river. 

The  next  town  upon  the  river  is  Lee,  which  is  about  11  miles  below  Pitts- 
field. This  town  had  a  population  in  1900  of  3,596.  The  main  village  of 
Lee  is  quite  thoroughly  sewered,  the  sewers  being  constructed  on  the  sepa- 
rate plan,  except  that  one  of  the  separate  sewers  discharges  into  a  stonn- 
water  drain  not  far  from  its  outlet. 

There  are  six  sewer  outlets,  and  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  about  700 
persons  connected  with  the  sewers.  All  of  the  sewer  outiets  are  carried 
out  into  the  river,  so  that  they  discharge  below  the  water  at  all  times,  and 
they  are  so  situated  as  not  to  be  objectionable.  Sewage  and  wastes  from 
five  paper  mills  employing  about  375  persons  are  discharged  direcUy  into 
the  Housatonic  River  at  Lee. 

In  Lee  the  river  is  joined  by  Goose  Pond  Stream,  so  called,  on  which 
there  are  two  paper  mills  and  a  machine  shop,  sewage  and  wastes  from 
which  are  discharged  directly  into  the  stream,  and  there  are  several  privies 
situated  directly  over  the  stream. 

The  next  town  on  the  stream  is  Stockbridge,  which  is  18  miles  below 
Pittsfield  and  7  miles  below  Lee.  This  town  had  a  population  in  1900  of 
2,081,  and  the  main  village  is  quite  thoroughly  sewered.  The  sewers  were 
constructed  in  1898  on  the  separate  plan,  and  all  of  the  sewage  is  purified 
upon  filter  beds  and  an  irrigation  area  situated  near  the  river  below  the 
village.     About  125,000  gallons  of  sewage  per  day  are  treated  at  thsie 
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works,  and  the  efflaeot  has  no  appreciable  effect  upon  the  character  of  the 
water  of  the  river. 

Great  Barrington,  sitaated  about  11  miles  below  Stockbridge,  had  a 
popalatioD  in  1900  of  5,854,  included  in  two  principal  villages,  both  of 
which  are  upon  the  river.  The  upper  village,  known  as  Housatonic,  has 
several  sewers  which  were  built  originally  for  storm-water  drains,  but  also 
receive  sewage.  The  quantity  of  sewage  in  these  drains  is  small  and  the 
outlets  are  unobjectionable.  Sewage  and  wastes  from  two  cotton  mills 
employing  about  500  persons,  and  a  paper  mill  employing  300  persons,  are 
discharged  into  the  river  at  Housatonic. 

The  village  of  Great  Barrington  is  thoroughly  sewered,  the  sewage  being 
discharged  into  the  river  through  twelve  outlets,  all  of  which  are  beneath 
the  surface  of  the  water.  None  of  the  outlets  were  objectionable  at  the 
time  they  were  examined. 

Sewage  and  wastes  from  a  cotton  mill  employing  120  persons,  and  the 
sewage  from  an  instrument  factory  employing  250  persons,  are  discharged 
into  the  river  at  Great  Barrington. 

Notwithstanding  the  pollution  which  the  river  receives  from  the  varioas 
sewer  outlets  and  factories  in  the  cities  and  towns  below  Pittsfield,  the 
character  of  the  water  improves ;  and  at  Sheffield,  the  lowest  point  at  which 
samples  have  been  collected  for  analysis,  the  quality  of  the  water  is  very 
much  better  than  immediately  below  Pittsfield,  though  it  is  stUl  somewhat 
objectionable  in  appearance. 

The  most  serious  sources  of  pollution  are  at  Pittsfield.  The  sewage 
purification  works,  which  were  put  in  operation  in  the  latter  part  of  1902, 
will  improve  the  conditions  considerably ;  but  it  will  be  necessary  to  re* 
move  the  remainder  of  the  sewage  and  the  most  of  the  manufacturing 
wastes,  to  render  the  stream  unobjectionable. 

A  special  examination  of  the  Housatonic  River  was  made  Sept.  30  and 
Oct.  1,  1902,  the  results  of  which  are  given  in  the  following  table.  At  the 
time  this  examination  was  made,  the  flow  of  the  river  was  much  greater 
than  the  ordinary  dry-weather  flow. 

Special  Examination  of  Housatonic  River,  Sept.  SO  and  Oct.  1,  1902. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Kegolar  examinaUoDB  have  been  made  of  the  three  brancbeB  of  tbe  river, 
and  of  the  main  river  below  I^ttsfleld  and  at  Stockbridge  and  Sheffield. 
The  averages  of  tbe  analfseB  from  June  to  November,  inclaaive,  for  each 
year,  are  given  in  tbe  tables  which  follow :  — 

Chemical  Examination  or  Water  from  the  Houbatonic  River  and  m 
Branches.  —  Averagrs  fob  Six  Mohtbs,  from  Jcns  to  Novembeb, 
incldsive. 
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Chehical  Examination  ok  Water  vkom  the  Houbatokic  Rivek  akd  rw 
Bkanches. — Averages  for  Six  Mohtus,  raoM  Joke  to  Novkmbek, 
iNOLUSivK  —  Coneiuded. 


Soutalome  Siver,  beloto  Slockbridge. 

[Firto  par  100,000.] 


1 

^'tiom**' 

........ 

1 

--S"' 

1 

1 

1 

if 

1 

1 

1 

1 

il  1 

Hi' 

1 

"« 

looo 

^«i 

!io 

.M 

11 

a.'« 

,0110 

i 

imoi 

.OIX 

:= 

.•a 
.sa 

iotii 

i 

1 

i;i 

iw 

iBOi.      

ill 

aisi 

.OOM 
.0080 

.ooai 

.0181  .oiss^.ooia| 

.sa 

.30 

ioiil 

.OOM 
!oMI 

.u 

»'.t 

MERRIMACK  RIVER. 

The  Merrimack  River,  the  eecoDd  lai^est  stream  in  Massachusetts,  rises 
in  the  central  portion  of  New  Hampsliire,  flows  sontherl;  through  the  State 
to  the  city  of  Lowell,  in  Massachusetts,  tlience  easterly  through  the  north- 
easterly  section  of  Massachusetts,  discliargiDg  into  the  sea  at  Newburyporl. 
It  is  aOected  by  the  tides  up  to  a  point  between  Haverhill  and  Lawrence, 
21  miles  from  its  mouth. 

The  upper  portion  of  the  drainage  area  is  very  mountainons,  but  in  the 
lower  portions  there  are  large  areas  of  flat  land,  especially  in  that  portion 
of  the  water>8bed  within  Massachusetts.  The  water  of  the  river  is  largely 
used  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and  there  are  many  storage  reservoirs 
within  the  water-ebed,  which  tend  to  equalize  the  flow  of  the  stream. 

Careful  measurements  of  the  quantity  of  water  flowing  in  the  Merrimack 
River  at  Lawrence  have  been  made  for  a  long  period  of  years,  and  records 
are  kept  of  the  flow  of  two  tributaries,  the  Sudbury  and  the  South  Branch 
of  the  Nashua  River.  Copies  of  these  records  for  the  year  1902  will  be 
found  OD  page  172  of  this  volume. 

The  principal  portion  of  the  water-shed  of  the  river  in  Massacbuaelts  is 
contained  within  the  water-sheds  of  its  three  tributaries,  —  the  Nashua 
River,  which  enters  it  in  New  Hampshire,  the  Concord  River  and  the  Shaw- 
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sheen  River.     The  first  two  of  these  rivers  are  described  in  other  portions 
of  this  report. 

The  following  tables  give  statistics  with  reference  to  the  water-sheds  and 
the  populations  upon  the  water-sheds  at  various  places :  — 


LOCALITT. 

Distance 
above 
Mouth 

(Miles). 

Drainage 
Area 

Popalstion 

on 

Drainage 

Area. 

Population 

Square 
Mile. 

EsUmated 

Popolatl<in  dis- 

ohargiog 

Scwsgv  or 
Sewage  Effluent 

Into  River. 

M errimaok  River,  at  Lowell  dam, 
Merrimack  River,  at  Lawrence  dam,     . 
Merrimack  River,  Jut  below  Haverhill, 
Merrimack  River,  at  moath,  .... 

88 

86 

16 

0 

4,137 
4,604 
4,882 

4,006 

802,700 
486,600 
602,700 
684,000 

78 
104 
123 
127 

140,000 
2&&,000 
868,000 
888,000 

PRiNqiPAL  Cities  and  Towns  on  the  Merrimack  River  and  its 

Tributaries. 


City  or  Towi». 


Population 
In  1900. 


8tre«m  on 
wbich  located. 


Distance 
above  Mouth 

of 

Merrimack 

Klver. 


Sewrrags 
Mystem. 


Plymouth,  N.  B., 
Franklin,  N.  H., 
Laconia,  N.  11., 
Concord,  N.  H., 
Pembroke,  N.  11., 
Manchester,  N.  H., 
JHilford,  N.  H.,  . 
Fitchborg,  . 
Leominster, 
Ollnton, 
Ayer,  . 
Pepperell,  . 
Nashua,  N.  U.,  . 
Chelmaford, 
Weatford,  . 
Lowell, 
Dracnt, 

Westboroogh,    . 
Northborough,  . 
Marlborough, 
Hudson, 
Maynard,    . 


1,072 
5,846 
8,042 

10,682 
8,183 

66,087 
8,780 

81,681 

12,302 

13,667 
2,446 
8,701 

23,808 
3,084 
2,624 

04,060 
8,258 
5,400 
2,164 

18,600 
6,454 
8,142 


Pemlgewasset, 

Merrimack,  . 

Winnlplseogee, 

Merrimack,   . 

Merrimack,  . 

Merrimack,  . 

Souhegan, 

North  Branch,  Nashua, 

North  Branch,  Nashua 

Booth  Branch,  Nashua, 

Nashua, 

Nashua, 

Nashua, 

Merrimack, 

Merrimack, 

Merrimack, 

Merrimack, 

Sudbury, 

Aaaabet, 

Sudbury, 

Assabet, 

Aseabet, 


125.6 
100.0 
112.4 
80.1 
72.4 
62.0 
68.4 
02.0 
84.6 
81.2 
70.2 
60.6 
60.0 
41.6 
46.0 
86.7 
87.1 
82.7 
74.0 
79.0 
07.1 
66.6 


General. 

Qeoeral. 

G«neral. 

QeneraL* 

None. 

Few  aewen. 

General. 

None. 

None. 

General. 

Few  aewen. 

Owieral.* 

None. 

G«Mrsl.* 

Plurttel. 

Partial.* 


*  Sewage  putVAoaxVoTiwotYaVdUM. 
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PiuKCiPAL  Cities  and  Towns  on  the  Merrimack  Riyer  and  its 

Tributaries —  Concluded. 


Cm  OB  Town. 


Popolatlou 
in  1900. 


Stream  on 
which  located. 


Distance 
above  Month 

of 

Merrimack 

Kiver. 


Sewerage 
System. 


Framlngham, 
Naliek, 
OoDoord,     . 
BlUeriea,     .       . 
Derry.N.  11.,     . 
Lawrence,  . 
Methnen, 
Andover,    . 
North  AndoTer, 
HaTerhlll,  . 
Ameabar}', 
Newbnrypott,    .       ,   ^ 


11,808 
9,488 
6,6fia 
t,77ft 
8.888 

82,680 
7,618 
6,818 
4,848 

87,176 
9,478 

14.478 


Bodtaiir, 

Bndbnry, 

OoDoord, 

OoDoord, 

Marrlmack* 

Merrtmaek, 

Merrimack, 

Shawehaen, 

Merrimack, 

Merrimack, 

Merrimack, 

Merrimack, 


70.6 
71.0 
88.0 
48.8 
68.6 
86.0 
88.4 
88.6 
81.6 
16.0 
4.0 
0.0 


Q«D«nd.* 
Oaneral.* 
Gkenenl.* 
Partial.* 

Ctoneral. 

Oeneral. 

General.* 

ParUal. 

Oeoeral. 

Partial. 

General. 


*  Sewage  purification  works  in  use. 

There  are  several  large  cities  on  the  river  or  its  tributaries  above  the 
point  where  it  enters  Massachusetts,  from  which  sewage  is  discharged 
directly  into  the  river,  and  there  are  numerous  factories  which  contribute 
sewage  and  manufactural  wastes  to  the  stream ;  so  that  when  it  reaches 
Massachusetts  it  is  already  much  polluted,  though  the  pollution  has  not 
thus  far  affected  the  appearance  of  the  stream,  or  caused  it  to  have  a  notice- 
able odor. 

The  first  city  in  Massachusetts  through  which  the  river  passes  is  Lowell, 
the  populated  section  of  which  is  situated  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  A 
small  tributary.  Stony  Brook,  flows  through  Westford  and  Chelmsford  and 
enters  the  river  from  the  south  just  above  the  city,  and  Beaver  Brook 
enters  it  from  the  north  below  the  dam. 

The  principal  sources  of  pollution  on  Stony  Brook  are  six  woolen  mills, 
employing  over  700  persons  and  scouring  about  70,000  pounds  of  wool  per 
day,  all  the  sewage  and  wastes  from  which  are  discharged  into  the  stream. 
In  addition  there  are  several  smaller  factories,  employing  altogether  about 
700  persons,  and  discharging  sewage  but  no  wastes  into  the  stream ;  and 
there  is  a  small  population  in  Chelmsford  which  is  connected  with  sewers 
discharging  into  the  brook.    This  stream  is  very  badly  polluted. 

On  the  northerly  side  of  the  river,  in  the  town  of  Dracut,  on  Beaver 
Brook,  there  are  two  large  woolen  mills  employing  1,100  persons,  sewage 
from  which,  together  with  water  used  for  scouring  a  small  quantity  of  wool 
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in  this  portion  of  its  coarse  is  used  very  largely  as  a  pleasure  resort,  and 
the  water  supply  of  the  city  of  Lawrence  is  taken  from  the  river  Just  above 
the  city,  the  water  being  purified  by  sand  filtration. 

The  city  of  Lawrence,  which  in  1900  had  a  population  of  62,559,  is  situ- 
ated on  both  sides  of  the  Merrimack  River,  about  26  miles  above  its  mouth, 
the  larger  portion  of  the  city  being  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  river. 

The  town  of  Methuen  adjoins  Lawrence,  and  the  sewage  from  the  town 
enters  the  Lawrence  sewers ;  while  the  wastes  from  the  principal  factories 
enter  Spicket  River,  which  flows  through  Lawrence  and  discharges  into  the 
Merrimack  River  in  the  lower  portion  of  that  city.. 

The  sewerage  system  of  Lawrence  is  constructed  on  the  combined  plan, 
receiving  both  sewage  and  storm  water,  and  some  of  the  sewers  also  receive 
wastes  from  factories.  All  of  the  sewers  discharge  directly  into  the  Merri- 
mack River  or  into  the  Spicket  River,  and  there  are  a  few  private  outlets 
from  the  mills  and  other  buildings  near  the  bank  of  the  river. 

There  are  three  small  sewer  outlets  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  river 
above  the  dam.  At  two  of  these  the  sewer  discharges  into  a  ditch  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  shore  and  very  offensive  conditions  are  pro- 
duced. At  the  third,  the  outlet  is  below  the  ordinary  water  level  of  the 
river. 

Just  below  the  dam  a  large  sewer  discharges  at  the  easterly  end  of  the 
Broadway  bridge  over  the  Merrimack  River.  At  times  when  little  or  no 
water  is  flowing  over  the  dam  the  sewage  from  this  outlet  collects  in  a 
large  pool  under  the  brjdge,  and  at  such  times  the  odor  is  very  offensive 
to  persons  passing  over  the  bridge.  The  conditions  about  this  outlet  could 
be  greatly  improved  if  the  sewer  should  be  extended  further  out  into  the 
river  and  further  down  stream. 

In  the  rear  of  the  Upper  Pacific  mills  a  considerable  quantity  of  sewage 
and  manufacturing  waste  is  discharged  at  some  distance  above  the  water 
level  and  100  feet  from  the  edge  of  the  stream.  The  ditch  through  which 
the  sewage  passes  from  the  sewer  to  the  stream  was  obstructed  and  mncb 
sewage  had  deposited. 

The  Lawrence  Street  sewer  discharges  through  a  wall  at  the  edge  of  the 
river  bank  in  the  rear  of  the  Lower  Pacific  mills,  at  about  the  ordinary 
water  level.  The  bottom  of  the  river  in  this  region  is  generally  covered 
with  water,  and,  while  an  odor  of  sewage  was  noticeable  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  outlet,  the  outlet  did  not  appear  to  be  seriously  objectionable 
when  examined,  although  the  flow  of  the  river  at  the  time  of  the  examma- 
tion  was  not  as  low  as  it  is  during  much  of  the  year. 

Another  sewer  discharges  into  the  river  through  the  Washington  mills. 
This  sewer  discharges  about  50  feet  from  the  river  and  the  odor  of  sewage 
was  quite  noticeable  in  its  vicinity. 

At  the  Spicket  River  at  Garden  Street  there  is  an  outlet  for  a  sewer 
which  serves  a  large  section  of  the  city  and  also  a  large  p<^oa  of  the 
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town  of  Meihaen.  The  oatlet  is  located  aoder  the  westerly  end  of  the 
€rarden  Street  bridge  and  the  oonditioos  about  it  are  at  times  very  objec- 
tionable and  the  river  below  is  greatly  polluted. 

An  outlet  at  Macs  ton  Street  is  located  in  a  ravine  about  150  feet  back 
from  the  river,  and  slightly  above  its  level  at  ordinary  water.  The  sewage 
flows  through  a  channel  obstructed  by  brush  and  other  debris  for  a  distance 
of  from  75  to  100  feet  to  the  river.  Sewage  deposits  in  the  ravine,  and 
the  odor  at  this  oatlet  is  very  foul.  Oas  wastes  were  discharged  just 
above  the  outlet  at  the  time  it  was  examined,  and  the  mingled  gas  wastes 
and  sewage  caused  a  very  objectionable  nuisance. 

On  the  southerly  side  of  the  river  one  of  the  principal  outlets  is  at  South 
Broadway,  where  a  large  quantity  of  sewage  is  discharged  under  the  middle 
of  the  abutment  of  the  Broadway  bridge  over  the  Merrimack  River.  The 
sewage  discolors  the  water  for  a  considerable  distance  from  the  outlet,  but 
no  objectionable  odors  were  noticed  at  the  time  the  outlet  was  examined, 
when  there  was  a  large  flow  of  water  over  the  dam. 

A  sewer  discharges  through  the  river  wall  in  the  rear  of  the  Munroe 
Paper  Company  into  a  considerable  body  of  water  and  does  not  produce 
objectionable  conditions. 

At  Parker  Street  a  sewer  discharges  through  an  iron  pipe  into  a  large 
pool  on  the  soath  side  of  the  river,  about  100  feet  from  the  water.  At 
times  of  ordinary  summer  flow  in  the  river  a  stream  of  sewage  from  this 
outlet  flows  up  stream  in  the  exposed  bed  of  the  river  a  distance  of  100 
feet  or  more,  and  then  flows  out  into  the  river.  The  quantity  of  sewage 
discharged  at  this  outlet  is  large,  and  after  entering  the  river  the  sewage 
flows  along  the  shore  for  from  300  to  400  feet,  and  the  conditions  about 
the  outlet  are  very  offensive  in  the  summer  season. 

The  Osgood  Street  oatlet  is  located  75  feet  back  from  the  bank  of  the 
river  at  its  ordinary  stage,  and  the  sewage  discharges  through  a  stone  abut- 
ment, the  bottom  of  the  sewer  being  about  3  feet  above  the  ordinary  level 
of  the  water.  The  sewage  flows  through  a  channel  worn  in  the  river  silt, 
and  obstructed  by  brush  and  weeds,  which  retain  much  of  the  solid  matter. 
After  entering  the  river  the  sewage  follows  along  the  shore  for  a  consider- 
able distance,  and  the  conditions  about  the  outlet  are  foul.  There  are  no 
dwelling  houses  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  this  outlet. 

In  addition  to  the  main  outlets  of  sewers  described  above,  there  are  sev- 
eral storm  overflows  into  the  Spicket  River,  through  which  mingled  sewage 
and  storm  water  are  discharged  into  the  stream  at  times  of  storm. 

Nearly  all  of  the  factories  in  Lawrence  and  Methuen  discharge  sewage 
through  private  sewers  directly  into  the  river,  together  with  whatever 
manufacturing  wastes  are  produced,  but  some  of  the  smaller  factories  are 
connected  with  the  city  sewers.  About  16,000  persons  are  employed  in 
the  various  factories. 

The  principal  manufactaring  wastes  which  tend  to  pollute  the  river  come 
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from  three  paper  mills,  three  cotton  mills,  two  bleacberies,  three  woolen 
mills  and  a  wool-scoariog  mill.  The  wastes  from  scouring  about  1,300,- 
000  iK)UDds  of  wool  each  week,  containing  enormous  quantities  of  very  fool 
matter,  are  discharged  into  the  river. 

On  the  southerly  side  of  the  river,  below  Lawrence,  the  Merrimack  River 
is  joined  by  the  Shawsheen  River,  which  has  a  water-shed  of  75  square 
miles.  The  town  of  North  Andover,  population  in  1900,  4,243,  is  situated 
on  this  stream,  but  the  sewage  of  the  town  is  discharged  principally  into 
Cochickewick  Brook,  near  its  junction  with  the  Merrimack  River. 

The  main  sewer  outlet  originally  discharged  into  the  Merrimack  River, 
immediately  below  the  entrance  of  the  brook,  but  the  pipe  which  conveyed 
the  sewage  across  the  brook  has  been  broken,  so  that  at  the  present  time 
the  sewage  is  discharged  into  Cochickewick  Brook,  about  100  feet  above 
the  Merrimack  River.  The  effect  of  the  sewage  on  the  water  of  the  brook 
was  very  noticeable  at  the  time  it  was  examined,  but  the  sewage  is  dis- 
charged into  a  large  body  of  water,  and  there  appear  to  be  no  deposits  io 
its  vicinity.  The  other  outlet  discharges  into  the  Shawsheen  River  at  the 
highway  bridge  near  its  mouth,  the  sewage  flowing  out  of  a  pipe  several 
feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water.  The  conditions  about  this  outlet  are 
not  seriously  objectionable. 

In  North  Andover  there  are  four  factories,  employing  together  about 
1,100  persons,  all  of  the  sewage  from  which  is  discharged  into  the  streams. 
Three  of  the  four  factories  are  woolen  mills,  in  which  wool  is  scoured,  the 
amount  scoured  being  about  14,500  pounds  per  day.  At  one  of  these  fac- 
tories, in  which  3,000  pounds  of  wool  are  scoured  daily,  the  wastes  are 
discharged  into  settling  tanks,  and  the  solid  matter  which  accumulates  Id 
the  bottom  is  removed  by  farmers  and  used  for  fertilizer ;  the  remaiaing 
portion  of  the  wastes  is  discharged  into  the  stream. 

About  2.5  miles  above  its  mouth  the  Shawsheen  River  receives  the  efflu- 
ent from  the  sewage  purification  works  of  the  town  t)f  Andover,  together 
with  a  small  amount  of  unpurified  sewage.  The  town  of  Andover  had  in 
1900  a  population  of  6,813;  and  a  sewerage  system  was  constructed  in 
1899,  the  sewage  being  purified  on  sand  filter  beds  near  the  Shawsheen 
River.  The  quantity  of  sewage  treated  at  these  works  amounts  to  about 
150,000  gallons  per  day.  A  small  portion  of  the  sewage  from  low  sec- 
tions of  the  town  is  collected  at  two  small  pumping  stations,  from  which 
it  is  pumped  into  the  sewers  leading  to  the  filter  beds ;  but  during  a  portion 
of  the  time  these  pumps  are  not  operated,  and  the  sewage  is  discharged 
into  the  river. 

There  are  three  factories  in  Andover  from  which  sewage  and  wastes 
are  discharged  into  the  stream.  The  number  of  persons  employed  in  these 
factories  is  about  800,  and  the  principal  wastes  are  those  from  Bcoariog 
about  30,000  pounds  of  wool  per  week  and  from  washing  and  dyeing  doth. 

About  5.5  miles  above  Andover  the  river  is  joined  by  Stcongwater 
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Brook,  which  receives  the  newage  from  the  State  Hospital  at  Tewksbary, 
which  has  a  population  of  about  1,400.  A  part  of  this  sewage  is  dis- 
charged upon  land,  but  a  large  portion  finds  its  way  in  an  unpurified  state 
directly  into  the  brook. 

Below  the  Shawsheen  River  the  Merrimack  River  flows  rapidly  for  a  dis- 
tance of  about  6  miles  to  a  point  where  the  water  of  the  river  is  affected  by 
the  tides. 

The  city  of  Haverhill  is  situated  10  miles  below  Lawrence  and  16  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  principal  portion  of  the  city  is  on  the 
northerly  side  of  the  river,  but  that  portion  known  as  Bradford  is  on  the 
southerly  side. 

The  city  is  provided  with  a  regular  system  of  sewers  built  upon  the  com- 
bined plan,  with  the  exception  of  the  sewers  in  a  small  area  in  the  north- 
erly part  of  the  city,  for  which  the  separate  system  has  been  adopted. 
The  sewage  is  all  discharged  into  the  Merrimack  River  through  thirty-six 
outlets,  thirty-one  of  which  are  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  river,  and  the 
remaining  five  on  the  southerly  side  in  the  Bradford  district. 

Besides  the  outlets  of  the  city  sewers,  there  are  numerous  outlets  of  pri« 
vate  sewers  from  buildings  along  the  banks  of  the  river. 

The  height  of  the  water  in  the  river  is  affected  by  the  tides,  which  have 
an  ordinary  range  of  4  or  5  feet  opposite  the  city.  At  times  of  very  low 
flow  in  the  river  the  current  is  up  stream  during  a  portion  of  the  incoming 
tide. 

The  following  is  a  brief  description  of  the  conditions  about  the  principal 
outlets  examined,  taking  them  in  order  going  down  stream  on  the  northerly 
side  of  the  river. 

The  upper  principal  outlet  is  at  Florence  Street.  The  sewer  at  this  place 
discharges  into  a  ravine  above  the  level  of  the  ordinary  stage  of  the  river, 
and  50  feet  or  more  from  the  channel  at  low  water.  The  ravine  through 
which  the  sewage  flows  contains  brush  and  rubbish  of  various  sorts,  among 
which  much  matter  from  the  sewage  has  collected,  and  from  which  a  very 
offensive  odor  arises.  There  are  no  dwelling  houses,  however,  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  this  outlet. 

Similar  conditions  exist  at  the  Vilas  Street  and  Beach  Street  outlets,  the 
next  two  outlets  in  order  going  down  stream. 

At  Ayer  Street  the  sewage  discharges  at  a  high  wall  at  the  edge  of  the 
river  near  the  level  of  low  water;  and,  while  the  water  is  slightly  polluted 
along  the  edge  of  the  river,  the  odor  from  this  outlet  was  not  seriously 
objectionable  when  examined. 

Near  Ford  Street  there  is  an  outlet  at  the  edge  of  low  water,  where  the 
conditions  are  similar  to  those  at  Ayer  Street,  but  the  bank  of  the  river  is 
not  walled  at  this  place. 

At  Washington  Avenue,  just  above  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  bridge, 
sewage  is  discharged  at  the  edge  of  the  water  at  low  tide,  and  collects  in  an 
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eddy  just  above  the  bridge,  where  there  is  a  foul  deposit.     The  conditioDS 
about  this  outlet  are  objectionable. 

At  Essex  and  Emerson  streets  there  are  large  sewers  discharging  through 
a  wall  at  the  bank  of  the  river,  which  are  chiefly  objectionable  on  account 
of  the  odor  of  sewage  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  outlets  at  West,  Howe,  Tucker,  Fleet,  Main  and  State  streets  all 
discharge  at  the  edge  of  the  river,  which  is  here  bordered  by  a  wall,  and 
the  sewage  is  discharged  into  a  considerable  depth  of  water  at  all  stages 
of  the  tide.  An  odor  of  sewage  is  noticeable  about  these  outlets,  bat 
excepting  at  West  Street  there  were  no  considerable  deposits. 

At  Moore  and  Kent  streets  the  sewage  discharges  at  the  edge  of  the  river 
at  low  water,  and  the  conditions  about  these  outlets  were  objectionable  on 
account  of  the  deposits  of  sewage  and  an  offensive  odor. 

All  of  the  remaining  outlets  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  river  below  Kent 
Street,  with  one  exception,  discharge  near  the  high-water  bank  of  the  river, 
from  which  the  sewage  flows  across  the  exposed  bottom  of  the  river  for 
distances  of  from  20  to  40  feet  to  the  water  at  the  time  of  low  tide.  At 
these  outlets  there  were  deposits  of  solid  matter  from  the  sewage,  covering 
a  considerable  area  of  the  exposed  river  bottom  between  high  and  low 
water,  and  the  conditions  were  very  offensive  at  low  tide.  The  single 
exception  is  the  outlet  at  Chestnut  and  School  streets,  which  discharges 
through  a  wall  under  the  water,  and  is  not  noticeably  objectionable. 

On  the  Bradford  side  of  the  river  the  principal  outlets  are  at  Bradford 
Avenue,  Prospect,  Summer,  Main  and  Ferry  streets.  At  all  of  these  out- 
lets objectionable  conditions  were  found,  and  some  of  them  were  extremely 
offensive.  At  Ferry  Street  the  sewage  is  discharged  at  a  point  75  feet 
back  from  the  edge  of  the  river  into  a  channel  obstructed  by  debris  of 
various  kinds,  which  holds  the  sewage  back  in  pools.  There  is  a  lai^e 
flow  of  sewage  from  this  outlet,  but  there  are  no  dwelling  hoases  in  its 
immediate  neighborhood. 

The  very  offensive  conditions  about  most  of  the  Haverhill  sewer  out- 
lets could  be  removed  by  extending  the  sewers  under  the  stream  so  as 
to  discharge  the  dry-weather  flow  of  sewage  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  shore,  where  it  would  not  be  liable  to  return  and  cause  deposits 
of  sewage  to  form  on  the  banks  and  bottom  of  the  stream  exposed  at  low 
water. 

In  addition  to  the  objectionable  conditions  caused  by  the  main  outlets  of 
sewers  in  the  city  of  Haverhill,  there  are  storm  overflows  from  some  of  the 
principal  sewers  which  discharge  into  Little  River  in  its  course  through  the 
thickly  settled  portions  of  the  city.  This  river  also  receives  much  pollu- 
tion from  manufacturing  wastes  and  refuse  from  the  factories,  and  is  at 
times  a  very  objectionable  nuisance  in  the  lower  part  of  its  coarse. 

There  is  a  great  number  of  small  factories  in  the  city  of  Haverhill,  most 
of  which  discharge  sewage  directly  into  the  Merrimack  River  oc  into  Little 
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River,  and  some  of  them  discharge  considerable  quantities  of  manafacturing 
wastes. 

The  principal  factories  discharging  manufacturing  wastes  into  Little 
River  are  a  woolen  factory,  in  which  15,000  pounds  of  wool  are  scoured 
weekly,  a  tannery  and  a  gas  works.  The  wastes  from  these  three  factories 
have  a  very  serious  effect  upon  the  character  of  the  river,  and  give  it  a  very 
objectionable  appearance  and  odor. 

On  the  Merrimack  River  are  a  l^rewery,  a  paper  mill  and  two  hat  fac- 
tories, from  all  of  which  considerable  quantities  of  polluting  wastes  are 
discharged  into  the  river. 

Below  Haverhill  the  river  is  a  tidal  stream.  About  4  miles  above  its 
mouth  it  receives  from  the  north  the  flow  of  the  Powow  River,  on  which  is 
situated  the  town  of  Amesbury,  which  had  in  1900  a  population  of  9,473. 
This  town  is  not  provided  with  a  regular  sewerage  system,  although  many 
of  the  buildings  in  the  centre  of  the  village  are  connected  with  sewers  or 
drains,  which  discharge  both  sewage  and  storm  water  directly  into  the  river. 
These  sewer  outlets  are  very  objectionable,  and  they  are  located  in  the 
midst  of  a  large  population. 

The  principal  factories  in  Amesbury  are  carriage  factories,  which  pro- 
duce no  liquid  wastes.  There  is  a  large  cotton  factory  employing  from 
700  to  800  persons,  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  village,  where  no  liquid 
wastes  are  produced.  All  of  the  sewage  from  the  various  factories  is  dis- 
charged directly  into  the  river.  The  number  of  persons  employed  in  these 
mills  is  about  1,300. 

Below  Powow  River  the  Merrimack  River  flows  for  a  distance  of  3  miles 
to  the  city  of  Newburyport,  which  is  situated  near  its  mouth.  The  sewer 
outlets  from  this  city  are  described  in  Part  I  of  this  report. 

Samples  of  water  collected  from  the  river  above  Lowell  and  above  Law- 
rence have  been  analyzed  for  a  long  period  of  years,  and  the  average 
results  of  these  analyses  for  the  drier  portion  of  each  year  are  given  in  the 
tables  which  follow.  A  special  examination  of  the  river  has  also  been 
made,  the  results  of  which  are  presented. 


Special  Examination  op  Merrimack  River,  Sept.  23,  1902. 
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Cheuical  Exahinatioh  or  Watek  from  the  Merruiack  River.  — Ates- 
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MILLER'S  RIVEK. 

The  Miller's  River  ia  a  tributary  of  the  Connecticut  from  the  east, 
draining  &  portion  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  northerly  section  of  Msesa- 
chnsetto.  The  drainage  area  of  the  river  is  generally  billy,  but  there  are 
considerable  areas  of  comparatively  flat  land,  and  there  are  many  lakes 
and  ponda  used  for  storage  pnrpoeea. 

The  foUowiag  tables  give  data  relating  to  the  drainage  areas  and  the 
population  on  them  at  varioiis  places :  — 
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The  first  soarces  of  pollution  of  the  river  in  Massachusetts  are  at  Win- 
chendon,  where  the  sewage  from  thirteen  factories,  employing  about  1,200 
persons,  is  discharged  directly  into  the  river,  together  with  manufacturing 
wastes  from  cotton  mills  and  various  other  factories.  The  quantity  of 
manufacturing  wastes  from  these  mills,  with  the  exception  of  the  dye 
wastes  from  the  cotton  mills,  is  quite  small. 

There  is  no  regular  system  of  sewerage  in  the  town  of  Winchendou,  bot 
a  large  number  of  houses  in  the  thickly  populated  sections  of  the  town  dis- 
charge sewage  through  private  sewers  into  the  brooks  which  are  tributary 
to  the  river. 

About  6  miles  below  Winchendon  the  river  is  joined  by  the  Otter  River, 
on  which  are  the  town  of  Gardner  and  the  villages  of  Otter  River  and 
Baldwinville. 

The  town  of  Gardner  had  in  1900  a  population  of  10,813,  and  is  pro- 
vided with  a  general  system  of  sewers.  A  portion  of  the  sewage  is  cod. 
veyed  to  filter  beds  located  on  Pond  Brook,  a  tributary  of  Otter  River, 
where  it  is  discharged  on  sand  filter  beds.  The  quantity  of  sewage  re- 
ceived at  these  filter  beds  amounts  ordinarily  to  about  250,000  gallons  per 
day  ;  but  the  filter  beds  are  of  insuflScient  capacity  to  provide  for  the  pari- 
fication  of  all  of  the  sewage,  and  at  times,  especially  during  the  winter  and 
spring  months  when  the  quantity  of  sewage  greatly  exceeds  the  amount  indi- 
cated above,  a  large  portion  of  the  sewage  overfiows  from  the  filter  beds 
directly  into  the  brook  without  purification.  Another  portion  of  the  sewage 
of  Gardner  is  conveyed  to  filter  beds  located  near  Otter  River,  about  2  miles 
below  Pond  Brook.  At  this  place  the  sewage  is  first  passed  through  coke 
strainers  and  then  through  sand  filters,  and  all  of  the  sewage  received  at 
the  beds  is  thoroughly  purified.  The  quantity  of  sewage  treated  at  this 
place  amounts  ordinarily  to  about  300,000  gallons  per  day.  There  are  do 
factories  in  Gardner  which  contribute  any  considerable  quantity  of  mana- 
facturing  wastes  to  the  river. 

At  the  village  of  Otter  River,  6  miles  below  Gardner,  there  are  three 
small  factories  employing  together  about  65  persons,  the  sewage  from 
which,  together  with  a  very  small  quantity  of  manufacturing  waste,  is 
discharged  into  the  river. 

At  Baldwinville  in  the  town  of  Terapleton,  1.75  miles  below  Otter 
River,  there  are  five  mills  employing  about  350  persons,  which  discharge 
sewage  directly  into  the  stream.  These  factories  do  not  produce  any  coo- 
siderable  quantity  of  manufacturing  waste.  In  this  village  a  small  quaa- 
tity  of  sewage  is  discharged  through  private  sewers  into  the  river,  and  the 
river  receives  the  sewage  more  or  less  directly  from  a  hospital  which  has  a 
population  of  about  150. 

At  South  Royalston,  3  miles  below  the  entrance  of  Otter  River,  sew- 
age and  manufacturing  wastes  from  a  woolen  mill  employing  about  U^ 
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penoQS,  together  with  dye  wastes  and  water  ased  for  washing,  are  dis* 
charged  into  Miller's  River. 

The  town  of  Athol  is  situated  7.25  miles  below  Royalston,  and  aboat 
18.5  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  town  is  provided  with  a  gen-^ 
eral  system  of  sewerage,  the  sewage  being  discharged  at  various  outlets- 
into  Miller's  River  and  into  Mill  Creek,  one  of  the  tributaries  of  Miller's 
River  from  the  south.  The  principal  outlets  are  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
village,  discharging  well  out  into  the  river  beneath  the  surface  of  the  water. 
These  outlets  are  said  to  be  objectionable  at  times  when  the  water  is  held 
back  by  the  dams  above. 

The  principal  factories  in  the  town  from  which  manufacturing  wastes 
are  discharged  are  a  woolen  mill,  a  silk  mill  and  a  hat  factory.  From  eacl^ 
of  these  places  a  large  quantity  of  objectionable  waste  is  discharged  inta 
the  river. 

Just  below  the  village  of  Athol  the  river  receives  the  flow  of  Tully  Brook- 
from  the  north,  on  which  is  located  a  satinet  mill,  employing  30  persons, 
sewage  and  wastes  from  which  are  discharged  into  the  stream. 

The  town  of  Orange  is  5.5  miles  below  Athol.  This  town  had  a  popula- 
tion in  1900  of  5,520,  and  is  provided  with  a  general  system  of  sewerage, 
the  sewage  being  discharged  into  the  river  through  two  outlets.  The  upper 
outlet  is  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  river,  just  below  the  works  of  the 
New  Home  Sewing  Machine  Company.  This  outlet  discharges  at  the  edge 
of  the  water  at  a  considerable  distance  from  any  buildings,  and  no  objec- 
tionable conditions  are  produced.  The  lower  outlet  is  on  the  northerly  side 
of  the  river  at  the  railroad  bridge  below  the  village  of  Orange.  In  the 
vicinity  of  this  outlet  there  are  deposits  of  material  from  the  sewage,  and 
the  conditions  around  the  outlet  are  objectionable,  but  there  is  no  popula- 
tion within  a  considerable  distance  of  the  outlet  or  of  the  river  immediately 
below  the  outlet. 

There  are  several  factories  in  Orange  employing  a  large  number  of  per- 
sons, the  sewage  from  which  is  all  discharged  either  into  the  sewers  or  di- 
rectly into  the  river.  No  considerable  quantities  of  manufacturing  wastes 
are  produced  at  these  factories. 

Below  Orange  the  river  receives  sewage  from  about  100  persons  em- 
ployed in  small  factories,  from  which  no  manufacturing  wastes  are  dis- 
charged into  the  river. 

In  the  town  of  Wendell,  about  3  miles  below  Orange  and  10  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  there  are  three  factories,  employing  about  87  per- 
sons, one  of  which  is  a  paper  mill,  from  which  large  quantities  of  polluting 
wastes  are  discharged. 

At  the  village  of  Miller's  Falls,  part  of  which  is  in  the  town  of  Mon- 
tague and  part  in  the  town  of  Erving,  the  river  receives  sewage  from  a 
considerable  population.     The  village  has  no  general  system  of  sewerage, 
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but  there  are  rarioue  stonn-nater  drains  and  private  aewera  diichai^Dg 
into  the  river.  Odc  of  ttie  outlets  from  Montagae  is  vei^  objection^e  on 
account  of  tbe  deposits  of  sewage  in  its  vicinity,  and  a  bad  local  nuisance 
is  created.  Tliere  are  two  factories  at  this  place,  one  of  which  ia  a  paper 
mill  employing  60  persons,  and  discharging  large  quantities  of  waste  into 
the  river.  The  other  is  a  tool  factory,  from  which  considerable  quantitiei 
of  acid  wastes  and  the  sewage  of  850  persons  are  discharged. 

Miller's  River  enters  the  Connecticut  River  about  4  miles  above  tbe  vil- 
lage of  Turner's  Falls. 

The  stream  above  Athol  is  not  badly  polluted  except  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  sources  of  pollution.  Below  Athol  the  water  is  very  badly 
polluted  by  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes,  and  the  effect  of  this  pollu- 
tion, together  with  the  added  pollution  received  at  Orange,  is  noticeable 
for  a  considerable  distance  below  the  latter  town.  At  the  month  of  tbe 
river,  however,  the  water  is  not  badly  polluted. 

A  special  examination  of  the  Miller's  River  has  been  made,  the  results  of 
which  are  given  in  the  following  tables,  together  with  the  reaults  of  tbe 
examinatlDU  of  regular  samples  at  various  places  during  the  dry  moathi  oT 
several  years :  — 

Speciai.  Exahination  or  Miller's  Riveb,  Ado.  35  and  26, 1908. 
[Pkru  p«r  UNhDOO.] 
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CbBHICAL  EXAHIHATION  OP  WaTBR  mOH  MILLER'S  UlVER.  —  AVKKAOES  V 

Six  Months,  from  June  to  Novkubek,  inclusive. 
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NASHUA  RIVER. 

The  NaahuB  River  is  formed  by  tbe  junctioo  of  the  North  and  Soatti 
branches  at  Lancaster.  From  LaDcaster  the  river  Qovrs  in  a  Dorth-eaeterly 
direction  into  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Joios  the  Uerrimack  River 
at  Nashua  io  that  State  about  9  miles  from  the  Massachusetts  boundary. 

Tbe  water  of  the  South  Branch  of  tbe  Nashua  River,  about  5  miles 
above  the  junction  of  the  two  branches,  is  taken  for  the  water  supply  of 
the  metropolitan  district;  and  during  dry  weather  a  large  portion  of  the 
flow  of  this  portion  of  the  water-shed,  which  amounts  to  118.23  square 
miles,  is  diverted  from  the  stream. 

Tbe  following  tables  give  Btatietics  relating  to  the  drainage  areas  and  the 
populations  upon  them  at  various  places :  — 
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Cities  and  Towhs,  Considbrable  Poktions  of  which  are  witbin  the 
Water-bbbd  of  thic  NAsanx  Hivbr. 
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The  North  Braocb  of  the  Nashua  River  drains  a  portion  of  Uie  nortberij 
BectioD  of  the  State,  and  its  drainage  area  extends  into  the  State  of  New 
Hampsbire. 

The  first  sources  of  pollution  of  this  branch  are  at  ABbbnmham,  wben 
the  river  receives  eewage  from  a  conaiderable  part  of  the  population  <tf  tbe 
villages  of  Ashbumham  and  South  Ashbumham,  including  the  semft 
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from  fooT  f aotorieB  employing  about  185  persons.  No  objectionable  mana- 
facturing  wastes  are  prodaced  at  any  of  these  factories. 

TbroQgh  the  city  of  Fitchbarg  the  river  has  a  rapid  fall,  all  of  which  is 
utilized  for  power  purposes,  and  there  are  numerous  mill  ponds  and  fac- 
tories along  the  stream. 

The  population  of  Fitchburg  in  1900  was  81,531.  The  city  is  thor- 
oughly sewered,  the  sewers  being  constructed  on  the  combined  plan,  and 
discharging  at  twenty-one  outlets  located  at  convenient  points  along  the 
river.  Many  of  these  outlets  are  objectionable,  but  the  conditions  about 
them  are  not  much  more  objectionable  than  the  general  condition  of  the 
stream,  which  is  offensive  to  sight  and  smell  throughout  much  of  its  course 
in  the  city.  Plans  have  already  been  prepared  for  the  construction  of  an 
intercepting  sewer  to  convey  the  dry-weather  flow  of  sewage  to  a  point 
below  the  city,  where  it  will  be  purified  on  sand  filter  beds. 

There  are  in  Fitchburg  about  thirty  mills,  employing  5,100  persons,  all 
the  sewage  from  which  is  discharged  into  the  river.  These  mills  include 
paper  mills,  woolen  mills,  cotton  mills  and  silk  mills,  from  many  of  which 
enormous  quantities  of  very  foul  wastes  are  discharged,  which,  together 
with  the  sewage,  make  the  river  a  foully  polluted  stream.  The  fluctuations 
in  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  numerous  mill  ponds,  by  which  portions  of 
the  bottom  of  the  river  are  frequently  exposed,  increase  the  objectionable 
conditions. 

About  5.5  miles  below  Fitchburg  the  river  is  joined  by  Monoosnock 
Brook,  which  receives  the  sewage  of  the  main  portion  of  the  town  of 
Leominster.  Leominster  had  in  1900  a  population  of  12,392.  The  town 
is  quite  thoroughly  sewered,  the  sewers  taking  some  storm  water  as  well  as 
sewage.  The  principal  outlet  for  the  sewers  is  into  Monoosnock  Brook, 
about  a  mile  above  the  point  where  it  joins  the  Nashua  River.  There  are 
no  deposits  in  the  vicinity  of  the  outlet,  as  the  stream  into  which  the  sew- 
age is  discharged  has  a  rapid  current,  but  the  water  below  the  outlet  is 
badly  polluted  by  sewage,  especially  at  times  of  low  flow,  and  the  odor  in 
the  vicinity  is  objectionable.  There  are  no  houses  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity of  the  outlet  or  of  the  brook  below  the  outlet.  There  is  another  small 
sewer  outlet  into  Fall  Brook,  a  tributary  of  the  Nashua  River,  but  the 
quantity  of  sewage  discharged  from  this  outlet  is  small. 

There  are  numerous  factories  in  the  town,  many  of  which  do  not  produce 
any  objectionable  manufacturing  wastes  ;  but  wastes  are  discharged  either 
directly  into  the  brook  or  into  the  sewers  from  several  laundries,  from  fac- 
tories where  horn  goods  are  made  and  from  two  woolen  mills.  At  the  lat- 
ter mills  no  wool  is  scoured,  the  only  wastes  produced  being  those  from 
washing  and  dyeing  the  cloth.  Plans  are  now  being  prepared  for  the  puri- 
fication of  the  sewage  of  Leominster,  including  the  objectionable  manufac- 
turing wastes. 
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The  South  Branch  of  the  river  rises  in  the  towns  of  Princeton  and  Hoi- 
den,  and  flows  in  a  generally  north-easterly  direction.  The  water  of  this 
branch  above  Clinton  is  used  for  the  water  sapply  of  the  metropolitan  dis- 
trict, and  the  pollution  of  streams  above  this  point  is  prevented. 

In  Clinton  there  are  several  factories  discharging  wastes  into  the  stream, 
and  the  river  receives  the  effluent  from  the  sewage  purification  works  of  the 
town. 

The  town  of  Clinton  had  in  1900  a  population  of  13,667.  It  is  thor- 
oughly sewered,  the  sewers  being  constructed  on  the  separate  plan,  and  the 
sewage  is  collected  at  a  pumping  station  near  the  river  and  pumped  to  filter 
beds.  At  times  of  wet  weather  the  flow  of  sewage  is  greatly  increased  by 
leakage  of  ground  and  surface  water  into  the  sewers,  and  at  sach  times  a 
small  amount  of  sewage  is  allowed  to  discharge  directly  into  the  river 
opposite  the  pumping  station.  This  outlet  is  situated  near  the  highway, 
but  there  are  no  dwelling  houses  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  and  as  such 
overflows  occur  only  at  times  when  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  water  flow- 
ing in  the  stream,  objectionable  conditions  have  not  been  produced. 

About  750,000  gallons  of  sewage  per  day  are  received  at  the  flltration 
area,  and  the  effluent  is  discharged  into  a  small  brook  which  joins  the  South 
Branch  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  its  junction  with  the  North  Branch. 
At  times  the  sewage  has  not  been  well  purified,  and  the  water  flowing  in  the 
brook  has  had  an  objectionable  appearance. 

The  principal  factories  discharging  sewage  directly  into  the  river  in 
Clinton  are  a  cotton  and  a  carpet  factory,  from  both  of  which  spent  dyes 
are  discharged  into  the  stream ;  a  small  woolen  mill,  from  which  spent 
dyes  and  water  used  for  washing  cloth  are  discharged  ;  and  a  large  woolen 
mill,  in  which  200  persons  are  employed  and  about  15,000  pounds  of  wool 
are  washed  weekly,  all  of  the  sewage  and  wastes  going  into  the  river. 

Both  the  North  and  South  branches  of  the  river  where  they  unite  at 
Lancaster  are  foully  polluted,  having  a  very  offensive  appearance  and 
odor.  Below  the  junction  of  the  branches  the  flrst  pollution  which  the 
river  receives  is  at  the  village  of  Shirley,  7.5  miles  below,  where  it  is 
joined  by  a  brook  which  receives  a  small  amount  of  sewage  from  the  village 
of  Shirley  and  some  wastes  from  three  factories  employing  400  persons. 

At  Ayer  the  river  receives  the  flow  of  a  brook  which  flows  through  the 
centre  of  the  village,  and  which  receives  sewage  and  wastes  from  a  tannery 
employing  100  persons.     This  brook  below  the  tannery  is  very  foal. 

About  2  miles  below  Ayer  the  river  receives  the  flow  of  Squannacook 
River,  a  large  stream  which  enters  it  from  the  north-east,  having  a  part  of 
its  drainage  area  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  This  river  receives  the 
sewage  from  a  small  population  in  Townsend,  and  sewage  and  wastes  from 
a  leatherboard  factory  which  employs  12  persons.  It  also  receives  at  West 
Groton  sewage  and  wastes  from  a  paper  mill  employing  40  persons,  wad 
from  a  leatherboard  factory  employing  20  persons. 
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At  Paper  Slilt  Village,  4.5  miles  belov  Squanoacook  River,  a  paper  fac- 
tory employiDg  40  peraoas  discharges  sewage  and  wastes  into  the  stream. 

The  town  of  Pepperell  is  situated  od  the  river,  about  3.5  miles  above 
the  New  Hampshire  lioe.  The  towo  has  do  regular  system  of  sewers, 
but  there  are  several  sewers  which  serve  a  large  number  of  booses  in  the 
village,  disohaiging  directly  into  the  river.  The  outlets  of  these  sewers 
appear  to  be  unobjectionable,  as  the  quantity  of  sewage  discharged  is  small 
in  comparison  to  the  flow  of  water. 

On  the  Nashua  Kver  and  the  Nissitisset  River,  a  tributary  which  Joins  it 
just  below  Pepperell,  there  are  four  paper  mills  in  the  town  employing 
about  550  persons,  sewage  and  great  quantities  of  wastes  from  which  are 
discharged  into  the  river. 

Below  the  junction  of  the  North  and  South  branches  the  condition  of  the 
river  improves  considerably,  but  where  it  leaves  the  State  the  river  is  still  a 
very  badly  polluted  stream. 

Examinations  of  the  river  have  been  made  at  various  places  for  many 
years,  and  the  averages  of  the  chemical  analyses  of  samples  collected  daring 
the  drier  portion  of  each  year  are  given  in  the  following  tables,  together 
with  the  results  of  a  special  examination  made  in  August,  1902 :  — 
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NEPONSET  RIVER. 

The  NepoDset  River  riaes  id  the  Nepouset  reservoir  in  Fozborough,  and 
Qows  ID  a  generally  aorth- easterly  direction  to  Dorchester  Bay.  Id  the 
upper  and  lower  portions  of  its  coarse  the  fall  of  the  stream  is  rapid,  and 
there  are  Dumerous  factories  and  mills  along  the  stream ;  but  in  the  middle 
of  the  valley  the  river  is  bordered  for  many  miles  by  the  Fowl  Meadows, 
throngb  wblch  the  fall  of  the  stream  is  slight  and  its  current  very  sluggish. 
The  principal  tributaries  are  tbe  east  branch,  or  Canton  River,  which  enters 
the  main  stream  in  the  upper  end  of  the  Fowl  Meadows,  and  is  used  for 
power  by  many  factories  in  Canton,  Stoughton  and  Sharon ;  and  Mother 
Brook,  which  flows  from  the  Charles  River  at  Dedham  into  the  Neponset 
River  at  Hyde  Park,  and  is  used  exteusively  for  mill  power.  About  one- 
third  of  the  flow  of  the  Charles  River  at  Dedham  is  diverted  to  Mother 
Brook. 

The  following  tables  give  statistics  in  regard  to  the  drainage  areas  and 
tbe  popalation  on  them  at  various  points  :  — 
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Tbe  Neponaet  River  has  its  source  id  the  Neponset  reservoir  id  Fozbor- 
ough,  and  a  abort  distaoce  below  the  outlet  of  the  reservoir  is  Joined  h;  ■ 
brook  which  receives  the  effluent  Trom  the  sewage  puriQcation  works  of  the 
MassachuaeltB  Hospital  for  DipsomaDiacB  and  Inebriates.  The  sewage  ii 
well  puriSed,  and  tbe  effluent  does  not  bave  an  objectionable  effect  npoD 
the  stream.  The  main  portion  of  Fosborougb  is  ontside  of  the  water- 
shed. 

Tbe  first  sources  of  pollution  of  the  stream,  of  importance,  are  at  tb«  vil- 
li^e  of  Wftlpole,  where  the  stream  is  polluted  by  wastes  from  the  washing 
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of  rubber ;  the  wastes  from  the  washing,  bleaching  and  dyeing  of  7,000  to 
8,000  pounds  of  cotton  yams  daily ;  the  wastes  of  a  cotton  mill,  consisting 
of  about  8,000  gallons  per  day  of  waste  water  from  bleaching  and  dyeing 
cotton,  and  about  20,000  gallons  per  day  of  water  used  for  washing  cotton ; 
the  wastes  from  a  paper  mill ;  and  oily  matters  from  cleaning  cotton  waste. 
The  sewage  from  some  of  these  mills  is  also  discharged  into  the  stream. 
The  wastes  from  the  yarn  mill  and  the  paper  mill  have  a  visible  efiPect  upon 
the  river  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  point  of  discharge,  but 
below  the  village  of  Walpole  the  river  is  not  objectionable  in  appearance 
or  odor. 

At  East  Walpole  the  river  is  very  greatly  polluted  by  wastes  from  two 
large  paper  mills  and  by  sewage  from  a  considerable  number  of  operatives, 
and  below  these  mills,  as  the  river  enters  Norwood,  the  water  is  much  dis- 
colored and  has  an  ofiPensive  odor. 

In  Norwood  the  river  is  joined  by  Hawes  Brook,  which  receives  the 
wastes  from  a  large  tannery  discharging  about  500,000  gallons  per  day  of 
very  ofiPensive  wastes  from  the  processes  of  tanning  and  wool-scouring, 
and  an  additional  quantity  of  slightly  polluted  water  used  in  the  various 
processes  of  washing  and  rinsing.  One  of  the  other  tributaries  in  the  town 
of  Norwood  is  polluted  by  the  direct  discharge  of  unpurified  sewage  from 
three  establishments  employing  about  1,000  persons.  From  the  mouth  of 
Hawes  Brook  to  tide  water  the  Neponset  River  is  grossly  polluted,  and 
offensive  to  sight  and  smell  throughout  the  drier  portion  of  the  year.  On 
the  main  stream  below  the  junction  with  Hawes  Brook  are  an  ink  factory 
and  gas  works,  from  which  gas  wastes  and  sewage  from  operatives  are 
discharged  into  the  stream.  A  short  distance  below  the  ink  works  the 
river  is  joined  by  a  sewer  owned  by  the  town  of  Norwood  which  discharges 
wastes  from  a  tannery  and  much  domestic  sewage  into  the  river. 

Below  Norwood  the  main  stream  enters  the  Fowl  Meadows,  and  is  joined 
by  the  east  branch,  or  Canton  River,  in  the  upper  part  of  these  meadows. 
This  stream  and  its  tributaries  are  polluted  in  Stoughton  by  the  wastes 
from  a  large  shoddy  mill,  where  about  25,000  pounds  of  shoddies  per  week 
are  treated  ;  the  wastes  from  a  woolen  mill,  where  about  1 ,000  pounds  of 
•cloth  are  washed  and  dyed  per  day;  the  waste  from  a  knit  goods  mill, 
where  cotton  garments  are  bleached  and  washed ;  and  the  wastes  from  a 
rubber  goods  mill,  resulting  from  the  washing  of  rubber.  The  wastes 
from  the  shoddy  mill  enter  Muddy  Brook,  a  small  stream,  and  render  it 
-offensive  for  a  short  distance  below  the  mill.  A  considerable  quantity  of 
domestic  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  streams  in  Stoughton  through  pri- 
vate outlets. 

In  Sharon  and  Canton  the  stream  receives  a  small  amount  of  pollution 
from  several  mills,  a  very  little  domestic  sewage  from  silk  mills  where  about 
200  to  300  pounds  of  silk  per  day  are  manufactured,  and  the  wastes  from 
a  woolen  mill  where  about  5,400  pounds  of  material  are  used  in  making 
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woolen  cloth ;  and  all  wastes,  including  the  dust  from  shoddy-picking  ma* 
chines  and  water  used  in  washing  and  dyeing  cloth,  are  discharged  into  the 
stream.  Much  sewage  from  operatives  in  these  and  other  mills  and  from 
dwelling  houses  is  discharged  into  the  stream.  The  stream  below  the  silk 
mills  in  Canton  is  grossly  polluted  for  a  considerable  distance,  and  in  dry 
weather  this  stream  has  an  objectionable  appearance  near  the  point  where 
it  joins  the  main  river. 

In  the  north-easterly  part  of  Canton  there  is  a  woolen  mill  at  which 
about  500  pounds  of  wool  are  scoured  daily  and  cloth  is  treated  and 
dyed,  the  wastes  going  into  a  small  stream  which  enters  the  Neponset 
River  below  the  east  branch.  This  stream  is  grossly  polluted  through- 
out its  length,  but  there  are  no  dwelling  bouses  in  its  neighborhood  below 
the  factory. 

The  water  of  Mother  Brook,  as  it  flows  out  of  the  Charles  River  at  Ded- 
ham,  is  clean  and  satisfactory  in  appearance,  and  shows,  from  chemical 
analysis,  little  evidence  of  pollution.  In  the  town  of  Dedham,  Mother 
Brook  is  polluted  at  a  dye  works,  where  the  wastes  from  rinsing  and  dye- 
ing about  5,000  pounds  of  cotton  per  day  are  discharged  into  the  stream ; 
by  wastes  from  a  woolen  mill,  where  about  1,000  pounds  of  woolen  cloth 
are  washed  and  dyed  per  day;  and  by  the  wastes  from  wool-scouring  and 
dyeing  at  a  carpet  mill,  where  about  1,000  pounds  of  wool  are  scoured  per 
day.  The  stream  shows  evidence  of  pollution  below  the  woolen  mill,  and 
below  the  carpet  mill  it  is  discolored  and  turbid,  but  has  not  been  found  to 
be  noticeably  ofiPensive  in  odor. 

At  Hyde  Park  there  are  several  factories  along  the  course  of  the  brook, 
most  of  which  discharge  very  little  manufacturing  waste  into  the  stream ; 
but  a  woolen  mill  near  the  mouth  of  the  brook  discharges  the  wastes  result- 
ing from  the  scouring  of  from  5,000  to  6,000  pounds  of  wool  and  the 
washing  and  dyeing  of  3,000  pounds  of  woolen  cloth  per  day,  and  below 
this  mill  the  water  is  badly  polluted.  A  considerable  quantity  of  domestic 
sewage  is  discharged  into  Mother  Brook  in  Dedham  and  Hyde  Park  from 
the  mills  and  from  private  sewer  outlets. 

The  Neponset  River  in  Hyde  Park  receives  a  very  large  amount  of 
manufacturing  wastes,  the  principal  pollution  coming  from  wastes  from  a 
factory,  where  1,500  pounds  of  hair  are  washed  per  day  and  about  500 
pounds  are  dyed  ;  wastes  from  a  large  steam  laundry ;  wastes  from  a 
shoddy  mill,  where  about  4,000  pounds  per  day  of  shoddies  are  washed 
and  about  200  pounds  per  day  are  dyed  ;  and  wastes  from  a  paper  millf 
where  30  tons  of  paper  are  made  per  day  from  wood  pulp  and  rags. 

Between  Mattapan  and  tide  water  there  is  another  large  paper  mill, 
where  about  6^  tons  of  paper  per  day  are  made  from  rags  and  pulp,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  wastes  are  discharged  into  the  stream.  The  river  is  also 
polluted  in  Hyde  Park  by  the  sewage  from  operatives  in  the  mills,  and  by 
large  numbers  of  privies  and  private  drains  which  discharge  into  the  streao* 
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A  constdersble  qaantit;  of  sewage  from  auch  sources  is  also  discharged  ioto 
tlie  stream  at  Mattapan  and  Miltoo  Lower  Mills  near  the  moDth  of  the  river. 

Special  ezamiDations  of  the  waters  of  this  stream  and  its  tribatariea  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time  iD  past  years,  and  the  results  will  be  found  in 
the  annual  reports  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  in  the  special  report 
OD  the  improvemeot  of  the  Neponset  River  published  in  1897. 

The  character  of  the  Neponset  River  and  the  changes  from  year  to  year 
are  well  shown  by  the  following  table  of  analyses,  giving  the  yearly  aver- 
ages of  monthly  analyses  of  the  water  of  the  river  above  Hyde  Park,  and 
tbe  results  of  analyses  of  tlie  waters  of  the  stream  and  its  tributaries  at 
other  points  in  recent  years  :  — 

Chemical  Exahination  or  Watek  from  the  Nei-o\9ET  Rivek.  —  Averages 

FOR  Six  MoHTua,  rRou  Juke  to  Novehber,  inclusive. 

Above  WalpoU. 

[P>ru  par  100,000  ] 


1 

.",:=„;•.. 

A„.,„. 

i 

tflT-MK 

1 

I 



Yl*l 

i 

i 

i 

AllOMIIOIB. 

i 

j 

1 

^1 

if 

ismI  ;    ;    :    : 

i.« 

!:!! 

a 

:S 

!o»8 

■s. 

:." 

.0038 

.OMO 

M 

1:! 

!S:    :    :    : 

':S 

T.U 

3.11 

SK 

,OT77    .0317 

m?. 

.w 

;ffi 

;ooo4 

'.»4 

lA 

I.W      I3.U       I.M 


.0013    .DOW      2.4S     t.I 

.1831  |.iiw  .ma  '  ».n    .oow  .oooc  ,  s.ss  is.g 


1;  ;  :  ; 

IBM 

181«!    '.'.'.'. 

if 

R.ZO 
10:41 

io!» 

sin 

!u1B« 

!u3»J 

loosa 

.OSflJl 

.ana 

.0381 

!ooii« 
'.wa 

l.gt 

.imt, 
■oust 

.0043 
.MA 

.WWI 

'.mi 

.0048 

'.am, 

'.KM 

iowi 
'.wm 

.0006 

t.w 

1.03 

1.1)1 

I.M 

\.» 

lioT 

11 

t'.l 

At  Milton  Lower  IdiUs. 

1«01 

ji 

^ 

iZ  \Si ' :!."  ;K! 

S 

_^ 

= 

.0006 

i.ao 

. 

424  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

QUINEBAUG  RIVER. 

Tbe  QuinebKug  River  bas  its  soorce  in  the  towna  of  Wales  and  Brim- 
field,  from  which  it  Sows  in  a  generally  eoutb-easterly  direction  throDgb 
the  towns  of  Starbridge  and  Southbridge  into  the  State  of  CoDoecticot, 
where  it  is  Joined  by  the  French  River,  and  eventually  discbarges  into  tbe 
Thames  River  and  thence  into  Long  Island  Sound. 

The  water-sbed  of  tbe  river  is  generally  billy,  bat  there  are  nnmenxu 
targe  reservoirs  which  are  used  for  storage  parposes,  so  that  the  dry-weather 
flow  of  the  stream  is  large. 

Tbe  following  tables  give  statistics  in  regard  to  the  drainage  areas  and 
the  population  upon  them  at  various  places :  — 
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Tbe  first  sources  of  pollution  of  tbe  river  are  near  tbe  bead  waters  in 
Wales,  where  there  are  two  woolen  mills,  employing  together  about  200 
persons,  sewage  and  wastes  from  which  are  discharged  into  the  river.  M 
one  of  these  mills  about  1,000,000  pounds  of  wool  are  sconred  each  jetf. 
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bat  in  the  other  no  wool  is  scoured.  Wastes  from  washing  and  dyeing 
cloth  are  discharged  into  the  stream  at  both  of  these  places.  The  water 
below  these  mills  is  very  fonlly  polluted.  The  river  also  receives  a  small 
amount  of  sewage  from  dwelling  houses  in  Wales. 

The  next  source  of  pollution  is  at  East  Brimflieldt  where  the  sewage  from 
30  operatives  in  a  small  factory  is  discharged  into  the  stream. 

At  Fiskdale,  in  the  town  of  Sturbridge,  the  river  receives  the  sewage 
from  300  operatives  in  a  factory;  and  a  short  distance  below  Fiskdale 
there  is  a  tool  shop  which  discharges  sewage  from  100  operatives,  and  a 
small  quantity  of  wastes. 

Just  above  the  main  village  of  Southbridge  sewage  from  about  80  per- 
sons is  discharged  directly  into  the  river.  At  Southbridge  the  river  receives 
sewage  from  about  2,900  persons  employed  in  factories,  and  wool-scouring 
wastes  from  washing  about  1,500,000  pounds  of  wool  per  year,  together 
with  a  very  large  quantity  of  polluting  wastes  from  washing  and  dyeing 
cloth,  and  a  small  amount  of  highly  colored  wastes  from  grinding  lenses  at 
an  optical  factory.  The  wastes  from  the  woolen  mill  pollute  the  stream 
greatly,  and  those  from  the  optical  factory  discolor  the  water. 

Just  below  Southbridge  the  river  receives  the  effluent  from  the  sewage 
purification  works  of  the  town.  The  town  of  Southbridge  had  in  1900  a 
population  of  10,025.  It  is  thoroughly  sewered,  the  sewers  being  con- 
structed on  the  separate  plan,  and  the  sewage  is  discharged  on  filter  beds 
located  below  the  village.  The  quantity  of  sewage  discharged  at  the  filter 
beds  amounts  to  about  300,000  gallons  per  day,  and  at  times  a  considerable 
proportion  of  this  is  discharged  into  the  river  without  purification,  as  the 
works  are  not  receiving  proper  attention. 

Cady  Brook,  which  rises  in  Charlton,  enters  the  Quinebaug  River  from 
the  north  in  Southbridge.  On  this  stream  there  are  several  small  factories 
employing  together  about  250  persons,  sewage  from  which  is  discharged 
into  the  stream.  The  principal  wastes  which  these  factories  produce  are 
those  from  washing  and  dyeing  cloth,  and  those  produced  in  manufacturing 
shoddies. 

At  the  village  of  Saundersdale,  below  Southbridge,  the  river  receives 
highly  colored  wastes  from  a  print  works,  together  with  the  sewage  from 
300  operatives. 

At  West  Dudley  it  receives  the  wastes  from  a  small  paper  mill,  and  near 
the  State  line  in  that  town  the  river  receives  sewage  and  wastes  from  a 
satinet  mill  employing  180  persons,  the  wastes  consisting  of  water  used  for 
washing  cloth,  and  spent  dyes. 

The  large  quantities  of  sewage  and  wastes  which  the  river  receives  in 
Southbridge  pollute  the  stream,  and  the  condition  of  the  water  has  been 
such  as  to  be  a  cause  of  complaint  from  persons  living  below  Southbridge. 
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TAUNTON  RIVER. 

The  TauDtoa  River  drains  &□  area  io  the  south-eastern  section  of  Massa- 
chusettB,  discharging  ioto  Monot  Hope  Bay  at  Fall  River.  The  water-sbed 
of  the  Btreara  is  for  the  most  part  flat,  and  contaiDS  large  areas  of  swamp, 
so  that  the  flow  of  the  stream  is  well  maintaiaed  in  dry  weather.  Tbe 
effect  of  the  tide  is  felt  to  a  point  just  above  Taunton,  17  milea  from  tiie 
mouth  of  the  river. 

The  following  tables  give  statistics  relating  to  the  water-sheds  at  variom 
points  and  tbe  population  upon  them  :  — 
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Cities  akd  Towns,  Considehablk  Portionb  of  which  are  within  the 
Watershed  ov  the  Tauntok  Kiteb. 
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The  upper  portion  of  the  water-sbed  of  tlie  Taiiotoo  River  is  drained  by 
nnmeroua  large  branches,  the  most  important  of  which  is  the  Salisbary 
Plain  River,  which  rises  in  Stougliton  and  flows  through  Avon,  Brockton 
and  East  Bridgewater.  In  Stougbton  and  Avon  (here  are  no  serious 
Bonrces  of  pollution. 

The  city  o(  Brockton  had  in  1 900  a  population  of  40,063.  The  city  is 
provided  with  a  general  Bystem  of  separate  sewers,  the  sewi^e  being  col- 
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lected  at  a  reservoir  near  the  Salisbury  Plain  River  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
city,  and  pumped  to  filter  beds  in  the  south-westerly  corner  of  the  city 
within  the  water-shed  of  the  Coweeset  River,  another  tributary  to  the 
Taunton.  At  times  of  wet  weather  there  is  a  large  leakage  of  ground 
and  surface  water  into  the  sewers,  and  the  flow  of  sewage  is  very  mach 
augmented.  At  such  times  a  portion  of  the  diluted  sewage  has  been  dis- 
charged directly  into  the  river,  but,  as  the  flow  of  the  river  during  these 
periods  is  high,  no  objectionable  conditions  are  known  to  have  been 
produced. 

The  quantity  of  sewage  pumped  to  the  filtration  area  amounts  to  about 
750,000  gallons  per  day,  all  of  which  is  thoroughly  purified. 

None  of  the  factories  in  the  city  discharge  sewage  directly  into  the 
stream,  most  of  them  being  connected  with  the  sewers,  and  the  others  dis- 
charging the  sewage  into  cesspools.  A  few  of  the  factories  discharge  a 
small  quantity  of  wastes  into  the  river,  these  wastes  consisting  for  the  most 
part  of  water  used  for  soaking  leather,  and  a  small  quantity  of  acid  wastes. 

In  East  Bridge  water  the  Salisbury  Plain  River  is  joined  by  Beaver 
Brook,  a  practically  unpolluted  stream.  No  sewage  or  manufacturing 
waste  is  discharged  into  the  stream  at  this  place. 

Just  below  the  village  of  East  Bridgewater  the  river  receives  the  flow  of 
the  Satucket  River,  wliich  rises  in  Abington  and  flows  through  Whitman. 
In  Abington  there  are  two  small  factories,  employing  about  30  persons, 
from  which  sewage  and  a  small  amount  of  manufacturing  waste  are  dis- 
charged into  the  stream ;  and  the  sink  drainage  from  a  factory  employing 
100  persons,  and  the  wastes  from  several  large  shoe  shpps,  find  their  way 
into  the  river.  The  river  also  receives  at  Abington  the  sewage  from  a 
number  of  houses  in  the  town. 

At  Whitman  the  river  flows  through  Hobart's  Pond,  which  is  used 
directly  as  a  source  of  water  supply  for  the  town.  There  is  a  large  shoe 
factory  at  this  place,  from  which  some  wastes  are  discharged  into  the 
stream  below  the  pond,  and  a  box  factory  which  discharges  a  small  amount 
of  sewage. 

Id  East  Bridgewater  this  stream  receives  the  sewage  from  375  persons 
employed  in  a  machine  shop,  and  a  small  quantity  of  acid  wastes. 

About  1 .5  miles  below  the  Satucket  River  the  Taunton  River  is  joined  from 
the  west  by  the  Town  River,  which  flows  through  the  towns  of  E^ton, 
West  Bridgewater  and  Bridgewater.  The  first  source  of  pollution  on  this 
stream  is  in  the  village  of  North  Easton,  where  a  small  amount  of  acid 
waste  is  discharged  into  the  river  from  a  tool  factory.  The  river  also  re- 
ceives the  sewage  from  a  small  population  at  this  place.  Below  North 
Easton  the  river  receives  the  effluent  from  the  Brockton  purification  worb, 
which  are  described  above. 

Id  Bridgewater  the  Town  River  receives  the  overflow  from  a  cesspool 
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into  which  the  sewage  from  a  large  shoe  shop  is  discharged,  and  all  of 
the  sewage  from  a  foundry  and  machine  shop  employing  225  to  250  per- 
sons. 

Below  the  Town  River  the  Taunton  River  flows  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance through  a  sparsely  inhabited  territory,  until  it  is  joined  by  the  Ne- 
masket  River,  which  enters  it  from  the  south.  At  the  head  waters  of  the 
Nemasket  River  there  are  several  large  lakes,  water  from  which  is  taken 
for  the  water  supplies  of  the  cities  of  New  Bedford  and  Taunton.  The 
town  of  Middleborough  is  situated  on  the  Nemasket  River,  a  short  dis- 
tance below  the  outlet  of  Lake  Assawompset,  the  largest  of  these  lakes. 

The  population  of  Middleborough  in  1900  was  6,885.  The  town  is  pro- 
vided with  a  system  of  sewerage,  the  sewage  being  discharged  directly  into 
the  river.  The  principal  sewer  outlet  is  at  Mayflower  Avenue,  where  the 
sewage  discharges  into  an  open  ditch,  through  which  it  runs  for  a  distance 
of  about  400  feet  to  the  river,  and  the  sewage  in  this  open  ditch  is  at  times 
exceedingly  offensive.  There  is  no  population  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  sewer  outlet.  The  lower  outlet  is  below  the  dam  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  village.  This  outlet  discharges  at  some  distance  above  the  water,  and 
the  sewage  falls  into  the  bed  of  a  tail  race  from  a  works  operated  chiefly  at 
night,  through  which  the  sewage  flows  slowly  to  the  river.  There  is  an 
offensive  odor  about  this  outlet.  The  condition  of  the  river  at  Middle- 
borough is  made  more  objectionable  by  a  mill  pond  below  the  sewer  outlets, 
the  water  of  which  is  drawn  down  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave  large  areas 
of  the  bottom  exposed  at  times. 

Besides  the  sewage  discharged  into  the  stream  at  Middleborough  form 
the  town  sewers,  the  river  receives  the  sewage  from  a  factory  in  which  90 
persons  are  employed. 

Just  below  the  point  where  the  Nemasket  River  joins  the  Taunton  River, 
the  water  of  the  river  is  used  for  the  supply  of  the  State  Farm  at  Bridge- 
water.  Until  within  about  two  years  the  water  has  been  taken  directly 
from  the  river  for  water  supply  purposes,  but  about  two  years  ago  a  sand 
filter  was  constructed,  and  now  all  the  water  used  in  the  institution  is  passed 
through  this  filter. 

Below  the  Nemasket  River  the  Taunton  River  receives  no  pollution  until  it 
reaches  East  Taunton,  where  it  receives  sewage  from  a  cotton  mill  in  which 
425  persons  are  employed.  Between  East  Taunton  and  Taunton  it  receives 
the  flow  of  several  small  streams,  into  which  a  number  of  small  factories 
discharge  sewage  and  a  very  small  quantity  of  waste. 

The  city  of  Taunton  had  in  1900  a  population  of  31,036.  It  is  provided 
with  a  sewerage  system  constructed  partly  on  the  combined  and  partly  on 
the  separate  plan.  A  system  of  sewage  disposal  has  been  designed  for  the 
city,  and  the  sewerage  system  is  being  rebuilt  so  as  to  exclude  all  storm 
water.     The  principal  outlet  of  the  sewers  at  the  present  time  is  into  the 
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Taunton  River,  in  the  lower  section  of  the  city  at  the  walled  edge  of  the 
stream.  The  river  is  affected  by  the  tides,  and  has  a  rise  and  fall  of  about 
3  feet,  but  at  all  times  there  is  a  considerable  depth  of  water  in  front  of  the 
sewer  outlet.  The  water  of  the  river  is  very  noticeably  affected  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  outlet,  which  is  in  the  midst  of  a  considerable  population. 

There  are  numerous  factories  in  the  city,  many  of  which  discharge  sew- 
age directly  into  the  river,  the  others  being  connected  with  the  sewers. 
There  are  no  factories  on  the  main  river  which  discharge  any  very  fool 
wastes  into  the  stream,  the  principal  wastes  coming  from  the  copper  works 
below  the  main  sewer  outlet. 

In  the  central  portion  of  the  city  the  river  is  joined  by  Mill  River,  which 
flows  through  a  densely  populated  section.  This  river  receives  sewage 
directly  from  several  small  sewers  and  from  the  Taunton  Insane  Hospital. 
It  also  receives  a  large  quantity  of  manufacturing  wastes  from  cotton  mills 
and  dye  works,  and  the  stream  is  offensive. 

About  2.75  miles  below  the  main  sewer  outlet  the  river  is  joined  by 
Three  Mile  River  from  the  north-west.  This  stream  rises  in  Foxborougb 
and  flows  through  the  towns  of  Mansfield  and  Norton.  At  Foxboroagb 
near  its  head  waters  it  receives  the  sewage  from  a  considerable  population 
in  that  town  which  is  discharged  directly  into  it,  and  a  small  amount  of 
manufacturing  wastes  from  shoe  shops  and  straw  factories.  In  Mansfield 
several  jewelry  factories  discharge  acid  wastes  into  the  river,  and  the  river 
also  receives  sewage  from  about  200  operatives  in  the  factories. 

One  of  the  branches  of  the  river  receives  wastes  from  a  wool-scouring 
establishment,  in  which  20,000  pounds  of  wool  are  scoured  each  day.  The 
river  below  this  latter  establishment  is  very  much  polluted.  In  Taunton 
the  sewage  from  about  100  persons  employed  in  factories,  and  the  wastes 
from  a  paper  mill,  a  foundry  and  two  cotton  mills,  are  discharged  into  the 
Three  Mile  River. 

Below  Taunton  the  Taunton  River  is  a  tidal  navigable  stream  for  a  dis- 
tance of  about  14.5  miles  to  the  city  of  Fall  River.  At  Fall  River  all  of 
the  sewage  of  the  city  is  discharged  into  the  stream  through  numerous  out- 
lets, which  are  described  in  Part  I  of  this  report. 

The  average  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  during  the 
drier  months  from  the  Taunton  River  and  its  tributaries  are  given  in  the 
tables  which  follow  :  — 
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Chemical  Examination  or  Water  phom  the  Tadnton  River  and  its 
Tribdtakieb.  —  Averages  for  Six  Montsb,  prom  Jcke  to  Notembeb, 
tscLvexvK—Conetuded. 

TauTilon  River,  above  TaunUm. 

[Parta  par  100,000.] 
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Taunton  River,  below  Taunton. 


1808 

ISM 

Z:  :  :  :  : 

.03 
.71 

.0* 

S.80       I.Vl 

8.03     a.si 

.OMS 
.D»3 
.1903 

.0298 
.0183 

.0«8 
.03M 

.0081 

.oou 

.0038 
.0030 

.oou 

.81 

.73 
1,08 

.It 
l.» 

-oow 

:I 

.AIM 
.0118 

.0001 

.0004 

.oooi 
.oou 

.00 

1.1 

TEN   MILE  RIVER. 

Tlie  Ten  Mile  River  rises  in  the  towQ  of  Wreatham,  and  flows  in  a  soath- 
eriy  direction  through  tlie  towns  ot  North  Attleborough  aod  Attleborongb 
into  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  where  it  nnites  with  the  Seebonk  River. 
The  river  has  a  water-shed  at  the  State  line  of  30.5  square  miles,  which 
contains  a  population  of  16,600,  or  544  persons  per  sqaare  mile  of  water 
shed. 

The  rollowing  table  gives  the  population  of  those  towns  oonBideraUe 
portions  of  which  are  within  the  water-shed  of  the  river,  together  with  Ibe 
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popolatiOD  from  wbicb  sewage  is  discbarged  directly  into  the  river,  and  the 
fsctoriee  discliargiag  wastes  into  the  stream :  — 
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Tbe  firet  source  of  pollution  of  the  river  is  in  the  village  of  Plainville  in 
the  town  of  Wrentbam,  wbere  tbe  sewage  from  tbree  jewelry  shops,  em- 
ploying about  400  persons,  is  djscbarged  into  tbe  stream,  together  witb  a 
email  quantity  of  wastes,  consisting  chiefly  Of  dilute  acid.  A  small  machine 
shop  employing  3  or  4  persons  also  discbat^es  senage  and  a  small  quan- 
tity of  wastes  into  tbe  stream. 

In  North  Attle borough.  Just  below  Plainville,  there  are  six  jewelry  fac- 
tories  employing  over  1,100  persons,  and  a  laundry  employing  30  persons, 
sewage  and  wastes  from  wbicb  are  discharged  into  the  river. 

In  the  village  of  Robinsonville  in  the  town  of  North  Attleborougb,  wastes 
from  two  large  jewelry  factories,  employing  about  425  persons,  are  dis- 
charged into  tbe  river,  together  witb  the  sewage  from  all  of  the  operatives: 

At  Attleborougb  tbe  river  receives  sewage  from  two  town  sewers,  wbicb 
serve  the  priacipal  part  of  tbe  thickly  built  up  portion  of  tbe  village.  Tbe 
town  of  Attleborougb  had  in  1900  a  population  of  11,335.  The  sewers 
which  are  now  in  use  were  built  originally  as  storm-water  drains,  but 
tbe  sewage  of  a  large  part  of  the  village  is  now  discharged  into  them. 
Tbe  principal  sewer  outlet  is  at  County  Street,  where  a  considerable  flow  of 
sewage  is  discharged  at  the  edge  of  tbe  stream  just  below  the  bridge. 
Practically  tbe  entire  flow  of  the  river  above  this  outlet  is  frequently  held 
back  by  a  dam  a  short  distance  above,  and  the  sewage  discharged  into  the 
stream  at  such  times  creates  a  great  nuisance,  and  this  outlet  has  been  tbe 
source  of  serious  complaint.  There  arc  numerous  buildings  in  the  im< 
mediate  vicinity  of  the  outlet  and  near  the  river  below  the  outlet.  The 
lower  outlet  is  at  tbe  head  of  a  mill  pond,  at  some  distance  from  any  popu- 
lation. The  water  of  this  mill  pond  is  used  for  power  purposes,  and  ice  for 
domestic  purposes  is  cut  from  tbe  pond. 

There  are  five  jewelry  factories  on  the  river  in  Attleborougb,  each  of 
which  discharges  a  small  quantity  of  wastes  into  the  stream,  and  tbe  sew- 
age  from  about  475  operatives  in  three  of  these  factories  is  also  discharged 
directly  into  tbe  river. 
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Below  the  main  village  of  Attleborough  there  are  two  small  mannfactar- 
ing  villages,  kDonrn  &8  Dodgeville  and  Hebronville.  At  each  of  theie 
places  there  is  a  cotton  factory  empiojriag  about  250  persons,  the  sewage 
from  which  is  discharged  directly  into  the  river.  The  sink  drainage  from 
a  considerable  population  at  these  villages  is  also  discharged  into  the  river. 

A  short  distance  below  Hebronville  the  river  passes  into  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  where  it  is  joined  by  the  Seven  Mile  River,  the  principal 
part  of  the  water-ahed  of  which  is  within  the  State  of  M ass ac base tts.  Od 
this  branch  at  South  Attleborough  there  is  a  bleacbery  employing  100  per- 
sons and  a  tannery  employing  40  persons,  sewage  and  wastes  from  which 
are  discharged  into  the  stream.  The  Seven  Mile  River  below  these  fac- 
tories has  a  very  objectionable  appearance  «ud  odor. 

The  condition  of  the  Ten  Mile  River  in  the  vicinity  of  Attleborough  ii 
exceedingly  objectionable.  The  water,  in  passing  through  the  various 
mill  ponds,  however,  has  an  opportunity  for  sedimentation,  so  that  when 
it  enters  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  the  character  of  the  water  is  consider- 
ably improved. 

At  East  Providence,  R.  I.,  10.5  miles  below  Attleborough,  the  water  ii 
used  after  filtration  at  a  rapid  rate  through  mechanical  filters  for  the  water 
supply  of  the  town. 

Samples  of  water  collected  from  the  Ten  Mile  River  below  Attleborougii 
have  been  analyzed  for  a  number  of  years,  and  the  average  results  of  tbe 
analyses  during  the  drier  months  of  each  year  are  given  in  tbe  tables  whicb 
follow,  together  with  the  results  of  a  special  examioation  made  in  1902:  — 

Special  Examination  of  Ten  Milk  River,  Aug.  12  and  15,  1902. 

[Patli  par  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  or  Water  from  the  Ten  Milk  Ritek.  —  AvERAOEa 

FOR  Six  Months,  from  June  to  November,  ihclcbive. 

Below  AtUeboTough. 

[PUU  p«r  100.000 1 
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WESTFIELD  RIVER. 

Tbe  Weetfleld  River  ib  a  trlbatary  of  the  Connecticut  from  the  west, 
enteriDg  that  stream  a  short  dietance  above  the  boundary  line  between  the 
States  of  Connecticut  and  MasBscbusetts.  It  is  formed  b;  three  principal 
branches,  which  unite  in  the  town  of  Huntington. 

The  following  tables  give  data  in  regard  to  the  drainage  areas  and  the 
population  upon  them  at  various  points  :  — 
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TOWHa  IN  THE   WaTBR-SHED  OF  THE  WSSTPIELD  EtiTCK — COJKludtd. 
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The  east  an<I  middle  branches  of  tbe  WeetBeld  River  above  Hantiagton 
are  practically  free  from  pollution  except  from  a  few  amall  saw  mills.  The 
west  biaocb  above  HuDtiogtoD  receives  pollution  from  Chester,  Middlefield 
and  Becket.  At  Becket  tbere  ia  a  small  paper  mill  employing  aboat  35 
persons,  all  of  the  sewage  and  wastes  from  which  are  discharged  directly 
into  tbe  river ;  at  Middlefield  there  is  another  small  paper  mill  employing 
about  15  persons,  from  which  aew^e  and  wastes  are  discharged  into  tbe 
stream ;  and  at  Chester  an  emery  mill,  employing  50  persons,  discharges 
sewage  into  tbe  river,  hut  no  wastes  are  produced  in  tbe  manufactuiii^ 
processes. 

At  HuntiugtoD  tbere  is  a  woolen  mill  on  the  west  branch,  and  the  wastes, 
together  with  tbe  sewi^e  from  100  operatives,  are  discharged  into  the  river. 
On  the  east  branch  below  the  jtiuctiou  of  tbe  east  and  middle  branches  in 
HuDtington  is  a  paper  mill  employing  75  persons,  wastes  and  sews^  rrom 
which  are  discharged  into  the  river.  There  are  several  slorm-water  draiot 
in  HuDtington,  receiving  a  small  amount  of  sewage  from  dnelltug  housee, 
which  discharge  into  tbe  river,  but  the  water  below  Huntington  is  not 
noticeably  polluted. 

In  the  town  of  Russell  there  are  two  paper  mills  employing  together 
about  '295  persons,  all  of  tbe  sewage  and  wastes  from  which  are  dischai^ed 
into  the  river.  At  tbe  lower  of  these  mills  water  for  drinking  purposes  is 
sometimeB  taken  from  tbe  river  directly. 

The  first  principal  source  of  pollution  of  the  Westfield  River  is  in  the  town 
of  WeetSeld,  which  is  provided  with  a  general  system  of  sewerage.  The 
population  of  WestBeld  in  1900  was  12.310.  The  sewerage  system  is  built 
on  tbe  separate  plan,  but  considerable  ground  and  storm  water  enters  the 
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sewers.  There  are  two  outlets,  the  principal  one  draining  the  portion  of 
the  town  soath  of  the  river  and  discharging  just  above  the  mouth  of  Little 
River,  one  of  the  principal  branches.  This  outlet  is  located  at  the  edge 
of  the  stream,  at  a  point  where  there  is  a  rapid  current,  and  there  are  no 
dwelling  houses  near  the  river  for  a  considerable  distance  below  the  sewer 
outlet.  The  second  outlet  is  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  river,  about  a  mile 
above  the  mouth  of  Little  River.  The  outlet  is  located  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  and  discharges  at  the  edge  of  the  water,  and  appears  to  be  unobjec- 
tionable. 

Besides  the  sewage  discharged  from  the  main  sewers,  manufacturing 
wastes  and  sewage  are  discharged  from  three  paper  mills  employing  about 
230  persons,  two  cotton  mills  employing  165  persons,  and  a  machine  shop 
employing  65  persons.  The  principal  paper  mills  are  upon  Little  River, 
and  the  quantity  of  wastes  discharged  from  them  is  very  large. 

Below  Westfield  the  river  flows  for  a  distance  of  about  6  miles  with  a 
rapid  current  through  a  sparsely  populated  region  to  the  village  of  Mit- 
tineague,  which  is  in  the  towns  of  West  Springfield  and  Agawam.  In  this 
village  there  are  six  paper  mills  employing  an  aggregate  of  about  675  per- 
sons, the  sewage  from  which  is  discharged  directly  into  the  river.  Large 
quantities  of  manufacturing  wastes  are  also  discharged  into  the  river  at 
this  village. 

There  are  three  drains  for  sewage  and  surface  water  in  the  town  of 
Agawam  and  two  in  the  town  of  West  Springfield,  which  discharge  into 
the  river  at  the  village  of  Mittineague.  The  upper  Agawam  sewer  receives 
the  sewage  from  17  or  18  houses,  and  discharges  from  a  bluff  just  above  the 
Mittineague  bridge  about  15  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water  in  the 
river.  The  sewage  trickles  down  over  the  rocks,  but  the  quantity  is  so 
small  that  it  does  not  appear  to  create  a  very  offensive  condition.  The 
other  two  sewers  on  the  Agawam  side  discharge  below  the  thickly  built  up 
portion  of  the  village. 

The  upper  sewer  on  the  West  Springfield  side  discharges  on  the  ground 
about  50  feet  from  the  water,  the  sewage  running  over  the  stones  into  the 
water.  There  is  a  considerable  deposit  of  solid  matter  in  the  river  in  the 
vicinity  of  this  outlet  at  low  water.  The  second  sewer  discharges  into 
the  river  near  the  railroad  station  just  at  the  edge  of  the  water.  There  is 
a  considerable  deposit  at  the  mouth  of  this  sewer,  consisting  chiefly  of  sand 
brought  down  in  times  of  storm. 

The  river  below  Mittineague  has  the  appearance  of  a  badly  polluted 
stream,  due  chiefly  to  the  manufacturing  wastes  discharged  into  it ;  but,  as 
it  flows  for  a  distance  of  about  3  miles  to  the  Connecticut  River  through  a 
region  which  contains  very  few  dwelling  houses,  it  does  not  produce  any 
serious  nuisance  except  in  the  village  itself. 

A  special  examination  of  the  river  below  Westfield  was  made  Aug.  27 
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aod  28, 1902,  the  results  of  which  are  given  ia  the  following  table.  Regu- 
lar examinations  have  also  been  made  of  samples  of  water  collected  from 
the  river  above  and  below  Westfleld,  the  average  results  daring  the  six  dry 
months  of  each  year  being  given  in  the  tables  which  follow :  — 

Special  Examination  op  Westfiklu  Rivbr,  Ado.  _Z7  and  28.  1902. 

[Pktu  par  100.000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Westfield  River  and  its 
Branches.  —  Ayeraoes  for  Six  Months,  from  June  to  November, 
INCLUSIVE.  —  Concluded, 

Westfield  River,  above  Westfield. 

[Paru  per  100,000.] 
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SITMMARY. 

Blackstone  River. 

The  Blackstone  River  is  grossly  polluted,  and  is  very  offensive  to  sight 
and  smell  for  many  miles  of  its  course  below  Worcester.  Below  the  con- 
fluence with  the  Quinsigamond  River  in  Grafton  its  character  improves 
somewhat,  though  it  is  still  offensive  for  the  remainder  of  its  course  in  the 
State.  The  chief  cause  of  the  present  condition  of  the  stream  is  the  dis- 
charge of  sewage  and  effluent  from  the  sewers  and  purification  works  of 
the  city  of  Worcester,  but  sewage  and  wastes  from  manufacturing  proc- 
esses in  many  factories  and  mills  on  the  stream  and  its  tributaries  contrib- 
ute to  the  pollution.  The  results  of  chemical  analyses  show  an  increase  in 
the  pollution  of  the  stream  in  recent  years,  notwithstanding  that  a  portion 
of  the  organic  matter  is  removed  from  the  Worcester  sewage  before  it  is 
discharged  into  the  stream.     Much  work  has  been  done  recently  in  the  city 
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of  Worcester  in  separating  the  sewage  from  the  storm  water  and  from  the 
water  of  Mill  Brook,  and  in  the  construction  of  filter  beds  for  the  parifica- 
tion  of  the  efflaent  from  the  chemical  precipitation  works.  If  this  work  is 
continued,  and  the  area  of  filter  beds  made  sufficient  for  the  purification  of 
all  of  the  sewage,  a  great  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  river  will 
result. 

Kettle  Brook,  one  of  the  head  waters  of  the  river,  is  polluted  in  Cherry 
Valley  in  the  town  of  Leicester  by  wastes  from  woolen  mills,  and  the  water 
of  the  stream  for  a  considerable  distance  in  this  valley  is  badly  discolored 
and  offensive  to  sight  and  smell.  After  flowing  through  large  ponds,  how- 
ever, it  reaches  the  city  of  Worcester  in  a  much-improved  condition,  and 
the  effect  of  the  pollution  in  Cherry  Valley  is  not  noticeable  in  the  appear- 
ance or  odor  of  the  stream.  In  the  southerly  part  of  the  city  of  Worcester, 
however,  it  is  again  greatly  polluted  by  manufacturing  wastes,  bat  the  pol- 
lution of  this  part  of  the  river  will  be  removed  when  the  plans  for  taking 
these  wastes  into  the  sewers  of  the  city  of  Worcester  are  carried  out. 

The  Mill  River  is  seriously  polluted  at  times  below  Hopedale  by  the 
discharge  of  Hopedale  sewage  into  the  stream.  Such  disposal  of  the  sew- 
age is  unnecessary,  and  all  the  sewage  should  be  purified  at  the  filtration 

area. 

Charles  River. 

The  Charles  River  in  the  greater  portion  of  its  course  is  in  appearance 
clean  and  unobjectionable.  It  is  grossly  polluted  by  sewage  at  Milford 
near  the  upper  end  of  its  water-shed,  and  the  odor  of  the  stream  is  offen- 
sive for  a  distance  of  from  3  to  5  miles  below  the  town.  One  of  the 
tributaries  of  the  river  near  its  head  waters  is  greatly  polluted  by  manufac- 
turing waste  and  sewage  from  Franklin,  but  the  effect  of  this  pollotioa 
disappears  a  few  miles  below  the  town.  After  passing  Medway  the  evi- 
dences of  pollution  disappear,  and  as  the  stream  passes  Dedham  and 
reaches  Newton  the  water  is  clean  in  appearance  and  free  from  evidences 
of  pollution ;  and  even  upon  chemical  analysis  the  evidences  of  pollution, 
aside  from  the  excess  of  chlorine  above  the  normal  for  this  water-shed,  are 
hardly  distinguishable.  The  pollution  of  the  stream  is  increased  slightly 
by  the  discharge  of  manufacturing  wastes  from  factories  and  mills  in  New- 
ton and  Waltham,  but  except  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  points 
at  which  such  pollution  is  discharged  its  effect  on  the  stream  is  not  evident 
to  the  senses. 

The  objectionable  pollution  of  the  stream  at  Milford  and  the  great 
nuisance  now  existing  there  can  be  prevented  by  removing  the  sewage 
from  the  river  and  disposing  of  it  in  a  proper  manner.  At  Franklin  the 
sewerage  system  can  be  extended  to  include  the  matters  which  now  polinte 
the  stream.  The  pollution  of  the  stream  in  the  lower  portion  of  its  coniBe 
in  Newton,  Waltham  and  Watertown  is  easily  preventable,  since  seweis 
are  available  in  these  places  for  the  disposal  of  objectionable  wmetes. 
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Chicopee  River. 

The  Chioopee  River  and  its  main  tributaries  are  in  general  clean  in 
appearance,  and  nearly  free  from  objectionable  conditions  caused  by  sewer 
outlets.  Sewage  from  the  towns  of  Ware,  Palmer  and  Ludlow,  and  from 
the  city  of  Chicopee,  near  its  mouth,  is  discharged  into  the  main  stream  or 
its  tributaries,  and  the  many  factories  and  mills  in  the  valley  dispose  of 
their  wastes  into  the  stream.  The  Ware  River  is  noticeably  polluted  below 
Gilbertville  and  at  Ware. by  sewage  and  the  wastes  from  factories,  but  its 
condition  is  not  very  objectionable  at  the  present  time.  One  of  the  sewer 
outlets  at  Ware  is  located  at  the  edge  of  the  river,  so  that  the  sewage  does 
not  quickly  mingle  with  the  water ;  and  this  condition  and  the  large  quantity 
of  sewage  discharged  at  this  single  outlet  causes  a  serious  nuisance  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood,  and  the  evidences  of  the  pollution  of  the  river  by 
sewage  are  quite  noticeable  to  the  senses  for  a  considerable  distance  from 
the  outlets,  but  the  odor  of  sewage  disappears  after  the  sewage  has  become 
mingled  with  the  water  of  the  stream.  The  region  about  the  outlets  and 
below  for  several  miles  is  very  sparsely  populated. 

The  upper  waters  of  the  Seven  Mile  River,  a  tributary  of  the  Quaboag 
in  Spencer,  are  grossly  polluted  by  manufacturing  wastes  in  that  town, 
which  form  a  serious  local  nuisance.  Sewage  is  also  discharged  from  the 
Spencer  sewerage  system  into  the  Seven  Mile  River,  causing  the  serious 
pollution  of  the  stream  at  times.  The  pollution  of  the  streams  in  the  man- 
ner indicated  is  unnecessary,  since  the  filtration  area  is  of  ample  capacity 
to  purify  all  of  the  sewage  of  the  town. 

The  stream  flowing  from  Monson  into  the  Quaboag  River  is  seriously 
polluted  by  manufacturing  wastes,  so  that  the  effect  of  the  pollution  is 
noticeable,  at  times  throughout  the  length  of  this  stream  below  Monson. 

One  of  the  sewer  outlets  at  Chicopee  Falls  is  located  at  the  edge  of  the 
river,  and  the  sewage  discolors  the  stream  for  a  considerable  distance  below 
the  outlet,  but  the  conditions  are  not  otherwise  objectionable.  The  main 
sewer  outlet  of  the  city  of  Chicopee  discharges  at  the  south  bank  of  the 
river  near  its  mouth,  and  tbere  is  an  offensive  odor  in  its  neighborhood 
when  the  water  is  low.  If  the  outlets  of  sewers  in  Chicopee  should  be 
extended  into  the  river  a  sufficient  distance  to  prevent  the  sewage  from 
returning  to  the  banks  before  mingling  thoroughly  with  the  water,  the 
objectionable  conditions  about  these  outlets  would  be  prevented,  and  the 
pollution  of  the  river  would  not  seriously  affect  the  appearance  or  odor  of 
the  water. 

Concord  River. 

The  main  stream  of  the  Concord  River,  between  the  junction  of  its  prin- 
cipal tributaries  at  Concord  and  the  city  of  Lowell,  is  clean  in  appearance 
and  free  from  visible  evidences  of  sewage  pollution.     The  discharge  of 
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sewage  and  manufactaring  waste  into  the  stream  in  Lowell  discolors  the 
water  and  gives  it  an  objectionable  appearance  at  certain  places,  especially 
about  the  main  sewer  outlets  of  the  city  of  Lowell  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  The  objectionable  conditions  about  the  sewer  outlets  in  this  region 
could  be  remedied  by  extending  the  sewers  into  the  stream. 

The  Sudbury  River,  one  of  the  two  principal  tributaries  of  the  Concord 
River,  is  very  badly  polluted  by  the  manufacturing  wastes  and  sewage  dis- 
charged into  the  stream  from  the  miUs  in  the  village  of  Saxonville,  and 
the  stream  is  objectionable  in  appearance  and  offensive  in  odor  for  a  long 
distance  below  this  place,  and  the  evidences  of  pollution  are  noticeable  in 
the  appearance  of  the  stream  for  a  distance  of  about  7  miles  in  the  drier 
portion  of  the  year.  With  the  exception  of  the  pollution  caused  by  tbe 
village  of  Saxonville,  the  Sudbury  River  does  not  receive  any  noteworthy 
pollution. 

The  Assabet  River  above  Northborough  is  clean  in  appearance  and  on- 
objectionable.  In  this  village  it  receives  considerable  manufacturing  waste 
from  woolen  mills,  which  gives  it  an  objectionable  appearance  for  a  con- 
siderable distance.  Below  Northborough  its  condition  improves  and  tbe 
apparent  effects  of  tbe  pollution  disappear.  The  stream  is  polluted  at 
Hudson  by  sewage  and  manufacturing  waste,  and  in  dry  weather  has  ao 
objectionable  appearance  for  a  mile  below  the;  village.  The  condition  of 
the  stream  improves  further  on,  however,  and  again  appears  satisfactory 
during  the  remainder  of  its  course  to  Maynard.  At  this  point  it  is  very 
badly  polluted  by  the  manufacturing  wastes  resulting  from  the  scouring 
of  a  large  quantity  of  wool  and  by  the  sewage  from  portions  of  the  village, 
and  the  stream  is  objectionable  in  appearance  and  offensive  in  odor  for  2 
miles  or  more  below  this  village.  The  evidences  of  the  pollution  are  still 
noticeable  where  the  river  joins  the  Sudbury  River. 

Connecticut  River. 

Tbe  Connecticut  River  throughout  most  of  its  course  in  Massachusetts 
is  not  visibly  affected  by  the  pollution  it  receives  from  the  great  quantity 
of  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  that  find  their  way  into  the  stream, 
and  from  the  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  boundary  down  to  Northampton 
little  evidence  of  pollution  is  shown  by  analysis.  A  serious  local  nuisance 
is  created  by  the  discharge  of  tbe  sewage  from  the  Northampton  and  East- 
hampton  sewers  through  the  Mill  and  Manhan  rivers  into  the  Connecticut 
River  near  Mount  Tom,  where,  in  addition  to  the  sewage,  a  large  quantity 
of  manufacturing  waste  from  a  sulphite  pulp  mill  is  discharged  into  tbe 
stream. 

The  great  quantity  of  paper  mill  wastes  and  sewage  discharged  into  tbe 
stream  at  Holyoke  noticeably  affect  the  stream  for  a  short  distance  below 
the  city,  on  account  of  the  floating  matters  from  the  manufactaring  wastes; 
but  otherwise,  during  the  remainder  of  its  course  in  the  State  the  poUotioo 
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discharged  into  the  stream  does  not  affect  its  appearance,  or  make  the  con- 
dition of  the  stream  objectionable  to  those  living  near  it. 

The  very  serious  nuisance  caused  by  the  discharge  of  the  sewage  of 
Northampton  into  the  Mill  River  will  be  largely  removed  in  about  two 
years,  when  the  sewage  has  been  diverted  to  the  Connecticut  River,  as 
required  by  statute.  Plans  are  already  prepared  for  the  removal  of  the 
sewage  of  the  town  of  Easthampton  from  Broad  Brook  to  filtration  areas 
near  the  Manhan  River,  which,  when  completed,  will  prevent  the  further 
pollution  of  this  stream. 

The  discharge  of  the  sewage  of  Amherst  into  Fort  River  badly  pollutes 
the  stream  about  the  outlet,  but  the  region  is  uninhabited,  and  the  pollu- 
tion of  the  stream  does  not  appear  to  cause  complaint  as  yet  from  those 
living  in  the  valley  below. 

The  discharge  of  sewage  from  the  city  of  Holyoke  above  the  dam  across 
the  Connecticut  River  at  that  place,  where  the  sewage  finds  its  way  into 
the  canals  leading  through  the  city,  is  very  objectionable.  Plans  have 
been  made  for  the  removal  of  this  sewage  to  an  outlet  below  the  city, 
but  have  not  been  carried  out. 

The  conditions  about  one  of  the  outlets  in  South  Hadley  and  several  of 
the  outlets  in  Holyoke  are  offensive  on  account  of  the  collection  of  sewage 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  outlets.  Objectionable  conditions  also  exist 
about  some  of  the  outlets  in  Springfield,  and  at  one  of  the  outlets  in  West 
Springfield,  where  sewage  is  discharged  at  the  edge  of  the  river.  These 
objectionable  conditions  could  be  removed  by  extending  the  sewer  outlets 
so  as  to  discbarge  into  the  water  at  all  times  well  away  from  the  shore. 

Deerfield  River. 

The  Deerfield  River  flows  through  a  very  sparsely  populated  region,  and 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  stream  is  excellent  throughout  its  course. 
The  stream  receives  a  small  amount  of  direct  sewage  pollution  from  sewers 
in  Shelburne  Falls  and  from  the  town  of  Greenfield,  the  sewage  of  which  is 
discharged  into  the  Green  River,  a  tributary  of  the  Deerfield  a  short  dis- 
tance above  the  mouth  of  the  latter  stream. 

Of  the  tributaries  of  the  Deerfield  River,  the  Green  River  is  the  only  one 

which  receives  any  considerable  amount  of  sewage  pollution.     The  sewage 

discharged  into  this  stream  from  the  town  of  Greenfield  greatly  pollutes 

the  water,  and  the  appearance  and  odor  of  the  stream  are  objectionable  at 

times  of  very  low  fiow  between  the  lower  sewer  outlet  and  the  Deerfield 

River.     Both  of  the  principal  sewer  outlets  discharge  at  the  edge  of  the 

stream,  and  the  odor  of  the  sewage  is  noticeable  in  the  neighborhood  of 

these  outlets. 

French  River. 

This  stream  is  seriously  polluted  by  manufacturing  wastes  at  several 
points  in  its  course,  and  below  Webster,  as  it  fiows  out  of  the  State,  its 
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appearance  in  the  drier  portion  of  the  year  is  filthy  and  the  odor  objection- 
able. The  chief  causes  of  the  objectionable  condition  of  the  river  in  this 
region  are  the  manufactnring  wastes  from  the  woolen  mills  at  Webster,  and 
the  sewage  of  the  town  which  is  discharged  into  the  stream  at  several  out- 
lets. The  conditions  about  the  sewer  outlets  were  not  noticeably  more  ob- 
jectionable than  the  general  condition  of  the  stream.  The  other  serious 
pollutions  are  at  Rochdale,  North  Oxford  and  Oxford,  and  the  river  is 
seriously  polluted  and  objectionable  in  appearance  and  odor  at  times  for  a 
short  distance  below  these  villages. 

HoosiCK  River. 

This  stream  is  filthy  and  offensive  in  appearance  and  odor  in  the  portion 
of  its  course  between  North  Adams  and  Williamstown.  The  south  branch 
is  seriously  polluted  by  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  from  mills  in 
Adams,  about  7  miles  above  North  Adams,  and  is  also  polluted  by  the 
sewage  from  two  small  sewers  in  North  Adams.  The  south  branch  above 
Adams  is  practically  an  unpolluted  stream,  and  below  Adams  the  pollution 
does  not  render  the  condition  of  the  stream  objectionable  except  for  a  short 
distance  below  the  village.  The  waters  of  the  north  branch  above  North 
Adams  are  polluted  somewhat  by  the  wastes  from  a  woolen  mill,  but  are 
not  objectionable  in  appearance  or  odor  above  the  city.  Nearly  all  of  the 
sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  have  been  diverted  from  this  stream^ 
so  that  the  great  nuisance  that  formerly  existed  in  this  portion  of  the  river 
has  largely  been  transferred  elsewhere.  The  greater  portion  of  the  sewage 
of  North  Adams  is  discharged  into  the  Hoosick  River,  about  a  mile  below 
the  junction  of  the  north  and  south  branches,  at  a  place  where  the  stream 
is  already  greatly  polluted  by  manufacturing  wastes  from  factories  a  short 
distance  above.  The  stream  at  the  sewer  outlet  has  a  rapid  current,  and 
the  conditions  about  the  sewer  outlet  itself,  while  very  objectionable,  are 
not  noticeably  worse  than  the  general  condition  of  the  stream,  which  is 
offensive  in  appearance  and  odor.  At  times  of  dry  weather  much  of  the 
water  of  the  stream  is  held  back  by  dams  at  night  and  on  Sundays,  and  at 
such  times  the  condition  of  the  stream  is  much  worse  than  usual. 

As  it  passes  through  Williamstown  the  appearance  of  the  river  gradually 
improves,  but  it  is  still  very  badly  polluted  as  it  flows  into  the  State  of 
Vermont. 

HOUSATONIC   RrVER. 

The  Housatonic  River  at  the  junction  of  the  main  branches  at  Pittsfield 
was,  up  to  the  latter  part  of  1902,  very  badly  polluted  by  sewage  and  man- 
ufacturing wastes  discharged  into  the  stream  from  the  city  sewers  and  from 
a  large  number  of  woolen  mills.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  by  the  coo* 
pletion  of  the  sewage  purification  system,  a  large  portion  of  the  sewage  was 
removed  from  the  stream  and  its  condition  became  much  improyed.  It  i> 
still  seriously  polluted  by  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  from  the  dtj 
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sewers  and  from  mills  on  the  tributaries  ot  the  stream  in  Pittsfield,  and  the 
effect  of  the  pollution  is  noticeable  below  the  city.  The  appearance  of  the 
stream  improves  in  its  course  to  Lenox.  It  receives  much  sewage  and 
manufacturing  waste  from  the  towns  of  Lenox,  Lee  and  Great  Barrington, 
Id  addition  to  that  which  it  receives  above,  which  noticeably  affect  the  con- 
dition of  the  stream  at  several  points. 

The  conditions  about  the  outlets  at  Lenox,  Lee  and  Great  Barrington 
were  not  objectionable  when  examined. 

The  east  branch  of  the  Housatonic  River  above  Pittsfield  is  polluted  by 
manufacturing  wastes  at  Hinsdale  and  by  manufacturing  wastes  and  sewage 
at  Dal  ton.  The  river  is  very  offensive  to  sight  and  smell  for  a  consider- 
able distance  below  the  village  of  Hinsdale,  and  is  very  noticeably  polluted 
at  Dalton,  but  was  not  found  to  be  offensive  in  odor  at  this  place  when 
examined. 

The  west  branch  of  the  river  in  the  city  is  very  badly  polluted  by  manu- 
facturing wastes,  and  is  offensive  in  appearance  and  odor. 

The  south-west  branch  is  also  badly  polluted  by  wastes  from  a  woolen 
mill  in  the  westerly  partr of  Pittsfield,  which  make  it  unsightly  and  offensive 
through  the  remainder  of  its  course. 

Merrimack  River. 

The  Merrimack  River  receives  a  great  quantity  of  pollution  by  sewage 
from  cities  and  towns  in  New  Hampshire  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Nashua 
River  before  it  enters  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  but  this  pollution  does  not 
affect  the  appearance  of  the  stream  immediately  above  Lowell.  The  effect 
of  the  great  quantity  of  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  discharged  into 
the  stream  at  Lowell  is  not  suflScient  to  render  the  water  of  the  stream  objec- 
tionable to  sight  or  smell  below  the  city,  and  the  stream  was  used  until  within 
ten  years  as  a  direct  source  of  water  supply  at  Lawrence,  9  miles  below. 

The  effect  of  the  discharge  of  sewage  and  manufacturing  waste  into  the 
river  at  Lawrence  is  noticeable  for  a  considerable  distance  below  the  city 
at  times  of  low  flow  in  the  stream,  chiefly  on  account  of  floating  matters 
from  the  manufacturing  wastes. 

The  sewage  of  Haverhill  is  discharged  at  many  outlets,  but  the  quantity  of 
manufacturing  wastes  discharged  into  the  river  here  is  small,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  the  river  below  the  city  is  not  very  different  from  its  condition  above. 

The  river  also  receives  sewage  from  the  city  of  Newburyport,  close  to 
its  mouth. 

There  are  serious  local  nuisances  about  many  of  the  sewer  outlets  in 
Lowell,  Lawrence  and  Haverhill,  caused  by  the  discharge  of  sewage  at  the 
banks  of  the  river,  where  at  low  water  it  flows  over  the  ground  for  a  con- 
•iderable  distance  before  reaching  the  water,  and  there  are  large  deposits 
of  solid  matter  and  pools  of  sewage  at  many  of  these  outlets,  which  in 
hot  weather  are  very  offensive.     The  objectionable  condSXKsyci^  ^Xxws^  %jq5^ 
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outlets  could  be  prevented  by  extending  the  outlets  into  the  stream,  where 
they  would  be  covered  with  water  at  all  times,  and  the  sewage  could  be- 
come thoroughly  mingled  with  the  water  before  it  could  return  to  the  banks. 

Stony  Brook,  which  enters  the  Merrimack  River  above  Lowell,  is  badlj 
polluted,  chiefly  by  manufacturing  wastes,  and  its  condition  is  objectionable. 

The  Spicket  River  in  its  course  through  Lawrence  is  greatly  polluted 
by  manufacturing  waste,  and  to  some  extent  by  sewage,  and  is  Jn  a  very 
unsatisfactory  sanitary  condition. 

Little  River,  as  it  flows  through  Haverhill,  is  also  seriously  polluted  by 

manufacturing  wastes  and  sewage,  and  is  offensive  to  those  living  in  the 

neighborhood. 

Miller's  River. 

Miller's  River  throughout  much  of  its  course  appears  clean  and  free  from 
pollution.  The  sewage  of  Athol  has  a  noticeable  effect  on  the  appearance 
of  the  river  for  a  short  distance  below  that  town,  but  the  effect  disappears 
in  the  mill  pond  below.  With  this  exception,  the  presence  of  pollution 
in  Miller's  River  is  not  detectable  except  by  analysis,  unless  in  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood  of  the  sewer  outlets.  The  sewer  outlets  at  Athol  and 
Orange  are  not  in  themselves  seriously  objectionable,  and  the  most  seriously 
objectionable  outlet  is  at  Miller's  Falls,  where  deposits  collect  at  the  edge 
of  the  river. 

The  sewage  of  Gardner,  much  of  which  is  discharged  unpurified  ioto  a 
brook,  greatly  pollutes  this  stream,  but  the  region  is  uninhabited,  aod  the 
noticeable  effect  of  the  pollution  disappears  after  the  stream  joins  the  Otter 
River. 

The  river  is  also  polluted  at  Winchendon  by  manufacturing  wastes. 

Nashua  River. 

The  Nashua  River  is  a  highly  polluted  stream.  The  North  Branch  below 
Fitchburg  is  offensive  to  sight  and  smell,  on  account  of  the  sewage  and 
maDufaeturing  waste  discharged  into  it  at  Fitchburg  and  Leominster.  The 
sewage  of  Clinton,  the  only  town  of  importance  on  the  South  Branch,  it 
conveyed  to  a  filtration  area.  The  main  stream  below  the  junction  of  the 
North  and  South  branches  is  objectionably  polluted,  and  has  an  offensive 
odor  at  times  of  low  flow  for  several  miles,  but  the  visible  effect  of  the 
pollution  disappears  before  the  stream  passes  out  of  the  State. 

Plans  for  the  removal  and  purification  of  the  sewage  and  much  of  the 
manufacturing  waste  which  pollute  the  stream  at  Fitchburg  and  Leomin- 
ster are  under  consideration,  and  if  put  into  effect  would  remove  the  chief 
causes  of  the  present  objectionable  condition  of  the  stream. 

Neponset  River. 

The  Neponset  River  is  grossly  polluted  throughout  its  length  from  Wsl- 
pole  to  tide  water,  and  an  offensive  odor  is  noticeable  for  a  long  distance 
from  the  stream  in  the  drier  potWon  ol  tVie  ^e&r« 
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The  poUation  of  this  Btream  is  caused  almost  wholly  by  mannfaoturing 
wastes  from  the  nQmeroas  factories  and  mills  along  the  stream  and  its 
tributaries. 

A  statute  has  recently  been  enacted  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  manufac- 
turing waste,  and  prohibiting  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  the  stream  or  its 
tributaries. 

QUINBBAUG    RiYBR. 

The  Quinebaug  River  is  at  times  noticeably  polluted  below  Southbridge 
by  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  from  that  town.  Provision  has  been 
made  for  the  purification  of  the  sewage  by  filtration,  but  the  wolrks  do  not 
receive  suflScient  care,  and  much  unpurified  sewage  is  discharged  into  the 
river. 

Above  Southbndge  the  stream  fiows  through  a  sparsely  populated  region, 
and  receives  in  general  but  little  pollution ;  but  at  Wales,  near  the  head 
waters,  the  stream  is  badly  polluted  by  wool-scouring  wastes  from  several 
woolen  mills,  and  this  pollution  is  evident  in  the  appearance  of  the  stream 
for  a  considerable  distance  from  the  village. 

Cady  Brook,  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Quinebaug  River  which  rises 
in  Charlton,  is  badly  polluted  by  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  from 
several  small  factories  in  the  southerly  part  of  Charlton.  This  pollution 
makes  the  water  of  the  brook  turbid  and  offensive  to  smell  through  much 
of  its  course  to  the  Quinebaug  River.  By  collecting  all  of  the  sewage  and 
manufacturing  wastes  of  the  town  of  Southbridge  into  the  sewers,  and 
properly  maintaining  the  filtration  area,  the  principal  pollution  of  this 
stream  could  be  removed,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  main  stream 
would  then  be  satisfactory. 

The  nuisances  caused  by  manufacturing  wastes  at  Wales  and  Charlton 
would  require  local  treatment,  since  there  are  no  sewers  at  these  places. 

Taunton  River. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Taunton  River  and  of  most  of  its  principal 
tributaries  is  in  general  satisfactory.  A  small  quantity  of  sewage  finds  its 
way  into  one  of  the  tributaries  at  Brockton  and  pollutes  this  stream,  and  a 
very  small  quantity  of  sewage  enters  another  tributary  at  Bridgewater,  but 
the  condition  of  the  streams  at  these  places  is  not  seriously  objectionable. 

The  most  unsanitary  condition  found  in  the  Taunton  River  water-shed 
exists  at  Middleborough,  where  the  sewage  of  the  town  is  discharged  into 
the  Nemasket  River.  One  of  the  outlets  for  this  sewage  discharges  into  a 
ditch  several  hundred  feet  back  from  the  river,  through  which  the  sewage 
flows  with  a  sluggish  current,  and  is  very  offensive  in  the  drier  portion  of 
the  year.  The  other  outlet  discharges  into  the  tail-race  of  a  mill,  in  which 
little  or  no  water  fiows  during  much  of  the  time.  The  effect  of  the  pollu- 
tion of  the  Nemasket  River  is  not  noticeable  in  the  Taunton  River  except 
by  analysis  after  the  Nemasket  River  joins  that  stream.  The  Taunton 
River  is  used  as  a  source  of  water  supply  at  the  Slale  ¥^im^  ^\\j^x  ^^x^^X^\^< 
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The  coDditioa  of  the  Mill  River  in  Taunton,  while  still  objectionable,  has 
been  greatly  improved  by  the  removal  of  the  sewage  from  the  stream  hy 
the  extension  of  the  new  sewerage  system  in  this  district ;  and  when  the 
remainder  of  the  sewage  is  removed,  the  sanitary  condition  of  this  stream 
will  become  satisfactory. 

The  principal  sewer  outlet  discharging  into  the  Taunton  River  at  the 
present  time  is  the  main  outlet  of  the  sewers  of  the  city  of  Taunton,  which 
discharges  into  the  stream  below  the  city.  The  sewage  is  visible  in  the 
water  for  a  considerable  distance  about  the  outlet,  but  after  becoming 
mingled  with  the  water  lower  down  stream  its  presence  is  not  noticeable 
except  by  analysis. 

The  sewer  system  of  the  city  of  Taunton  is  being  extended  to  all  parts 
of  the  city,  and  the  works,  when  completed,  will  provide  for  the  removal 
of  the  sewage  from  the  river  to  a  filtration  area,  where  it  is  to  be  purified 
before  being  discharged  into  the  stream. 

Ten  Mile  River. 

The  Ten  Mile  River  is  badly  polluted  by  the  sewage  of  Attleborough, 
and  by  manufacturing  wastes  discharged  into  the  stream  at  Plainville, 
North  Attleborough  and  Attleborough,  and  the  stream  is  objectionable  in 
appearance  and  odor  for  a  considerable  distance  below  the  sewer  outlets. 
Its  condition  further  down  improves,  however,  and  the  stream  is  used  as  a 
source  of  water  supply  in  Rhode  Island,  after  filtration. 

The  principal  sewer  outlet  is  sometimes  a  very  serious  nuisance,  on 
account  of  the  fact  that  the  water  of  the  stream  is  held  back  for  consider- 
able periods  by  a  dam  a  short  distance  above  the  sewer  outlet,  when  the 
sewage  fiows  in  the  open  channel  of  the  river,  collecting  in  pools  and 
becoming  very  offensive. 

At  the  lower  outlet  the  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  head  of  a  mill  pond, 
and  the  outlet  itself  is  not  seriously  objectionable. 

The  quantity  of  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  discharged  into  the 
river  at  Attleborough  is  greater  than  the  river  is  capable  of  removing  in 
the  drier  portion  of  the  year  without  becoming  objectionable.  Plans  for 
the  puridcation  of  the  sewage  have  been  prepared,  but  no  further  action 
has  been  taken. 

Westpield   River. 

The  Westfield  River  drains  a  sparsely  inhabited  region,  and  its  waters 
are  nearly  everywhere  clean  and  free  from  noticeable  evidences  of  sewage 
pollution.  The  west  branch  receives  considerable  manufacturing  waste  in 
the  small  villages  above  Huntington,  and  the  stream  is  sometimes  rendered 
turbid  by  mineral  wastes  in  this  village.  The  waters  of  the  east  and  middle 
branches  are  not  polluted  by  sewage  or  manufacturing  wastes  exoepting  to 
a  slight  extent  at  mills  in  the  village  of  Huntington. 
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At  Westfield  the  sewage  of  the  town  is  discharged  into  the  stream  at  two 
oatlets,  BO  located  that  they  are  not  objectionable ;  and  the  effect  of  the 
sewage  on  the  stream  qaickly  disappears. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  polluting  matter  is  discharged  into  the  Little 
River,  a  tributary  of  the  Westfield  below  the  town  of  Westfield,  which 
noticeably  affects  the  stream  about  the  points  of  discharge.  The  sewer 
outlets  at  West  Springfield  and  Agawam  are  in  some  cases  badly  located, 
so  that  the  sewage  runs  over  the  ground  before  entering  the  water,  and 
objectionable  deposits  exist  at  some  of  these  outlets.  The  quantity  of 
sewage  discharged  at  these  outlets  is  small,  and  the  objectionable  conditions 
about  them  could  be  removed  by  extending  the  sewers  into  the  stream  so 
that  the  sewage  would  not  collect  on  the  banks. 

A  Comparison  of  the  Condition  of  the  Different  Rivers  at  the 
Points  at  which  they  are  polluted  by  the  Sewage  of  Cities 
AND  Towns. 

The  results  of  the  examinations  show  that  sewage  may  be  discharged 
into  a  stream  without  creating  objectionable  conditions,  unless  the  water 
of  the  stream  is  used  for  water  supply  purposes  or  for  certain  manufactur- 
ing or  mechanical  purposes,  if  the  flow  of  the  stream  is  suflScient  to  dilute 
the  sewage  thoroughly,  and  provided  also  that  the  sewage  be  discharged 
into  the  stream  through  a  properly  constructed  outlet.  * 

In  making  the  investigations  of  the  effect  of  sewage  disposal,  informa- 
tion has  been  collected  to  determine  as  closely  as  practicable  the  relation 
that  the  quantity  of  sewage  discharged  into  the  various  streams  bears  to 
the  flow  of  the  streams  at  the  points  of  pollution,  and  the  results  are  pre- 
sented in  a  table  which  follows. 

As  has  already  been  shown,  there  is  a  wide  variation  in  the  flow  of 
streams  in  different  seasons  of  the  year,  the  period  of  greatest  flow  being 
in  the  winter  and  spring,  from  December  until  May ;  and  the  period  of 
least  flow  being  in  summer  and  autumn,  from  June  to  November.  Since 
there  is  comparatively  little  variation  in  the  quantity  of  putrescible  organic 
matter  discharged  in  the  sewage  from  a  given  population  in  different 
seasons  of  th^  year,  the  effect  of  the  sewage  upon  a  stream  is  greatest  in 
summer,  when  the  flow  is  least,  and  when  the  other  conditions  are  most  favor- 
able for  the  development  of  offensive  odors  and  objectionable  conditions. 

The  flow  of  some  of  the  streams  of  Massachusetts,  as  already  indicated, 
has  been  carefully  measured  for  many  years,  and  from  these  measurements 
the  average  flow  of  these  streams  in  the  drier  portion  of  the  year  can  readily 
be  determined.  In  the  cases  of  other  streams  polluted  by  sewage,  measure- 
ments of  the  flow  have  been  made  from  time  to  time ;  and  from  the  results 
of  these  observations,  taken  in  connection  with  the  information  now  avail- 
able as  to  the  areas  of  the  water-sheds  and  as  to  the  quantity  of  water 
held  in  storage  in  reservoirs  on  the  water-sheds  of  these  streams  for  the 
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mainteoaace  of  the  flow  in  dr;  wealher,  it  is  pracUcable  to  estimate 
oloeel;  their  average  flow  in  the  drier  portion  of  the  year. 
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Referring  to  the  table  of  flow  of  the  Sudbury  River,  in  a  previous  portion 
of  this  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  nearly  every  year  there  is  a  period  of 
very  low  flow  in  the  summer  season.  In  a  few  of  the  years  this  period  is 
short,  covering  only  one  or  two  months,  while  in  other  years  the  period  of 
very  low  flow  continues  for  five  and  even  six  months.  The  longer  periods 
of  very  low  flow  represent  in  general  the  most  objectionable  conditions 
under  which  sewage  can  be  discharged  into  a  stream,  and  if  objectionable 
conditions  do  not  appear  in  these  periods,  they  will  probably  not  appear  in 
the  short  periods  of  somewhat  lower  flow.  There  are,  of  course,  many 
cases  in  which  it- is  important  to  consider  the  conditions  that  may  exist 
in  periods  of  extreme  low  flow,  even  if  they  continue  for  only  a  few  days 
or  even  hours,  but  objectionable  conditions  of  this  sort  are  usually  local 
and  do  not  affect  the  stream  as  a  whole.  From  the  measurements  of  the 
various  streams  and  the  other  information  available  the  dry- weather  flow  of 
the  different  streams  has  been  estimated,  and  is  presented  in  the  table. 

It  would  have  been  impracticable  to  make  measurements  of  the  sewage 
from  all  of  the  sewers  of  the  different  cities  and  towns  discharging  sewage 
into  the  streams.  As  already  indicated  there  are  very  great  variations  in 
the  quantity  and  character  of  sewage  discharged  from  the  different  cities 
and  towns,  on  account  of  differences  in  the  quantity  of  water  used,  the 
leakage  into  the  sewers,  the  quantity  of  manufacturing  wastes,  etc. ;  but  in 
general  it  has  been  found  that  the  quantity  of  putrescible  organic  matter 
discharged  in  the  sewage  of  the  different  cities  and  towns  is  approximately 
proportional  to  the  population  connected  with  the  sewers,  unless  the  char- 
acter of  the  sewage  is  greatly  affected  by  manufacturing  wastes. 

Information  has  been  collected  to  determine  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
population  discharging  sewage  directly  into  each  of  the  rivers,  and  the 
results  are  presented  in  the  table.  In  the  third  column  is  given  the  popu- 
lation discharging  sewage  into  the  stream  within  a  short  distance  above  the 
point  indicated,  and  the  total  population  discharging  sewage  into  the  stream 
or  its  tributaries  above  the  point  indicated  is  given  in  the  last  column. 

The  various  streams  which  are  polluted  by  sewage  have  been  arranged 
in  the  order  of  the  ratios  of  the  dry-weather  flow  of  the  stream  to  each 
1,000  of  the  population  discharging  sewage  into  the  stream  immediately 
above  the  point  indicated.  No  account  is  taken  in  this  ratio  of  the  effect 
of  sewage  discharged  into  the  stream  at  a  considerable  distance  above  the 
point  indicated,  although  in  some  cases  the  effect  of  such  pollution  upon 
the  water  of  the  stream  has  not  disappeared.  Some  of  the  rivers,  such  as 
the  Deerfield,  which  is  very  slightly  affected  by  sewage,  and  the  Blackstone 
and  Neponset,  which  are  grossly  polluted,  have  not  been  included  in  the 
table,  and  others  have  been  omitted  in  cases  where  definite  data  are  lacking. 

It  will  be  seen  that  at  the  top  of  the  list  are  those  streams  in  which 
objectionable  conditions  have  not  been  found,  excepting  in  cases  where  local 
nuisances  exist  by  reason  of  an  improperly  located  sewer  outlet.    The  first 
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case  given  in  the  table  in  which  the  water  of  a  stream  is  rendered  generally 
objectionable  by  poUation  is  that  of  the  French  River  at  Webster.  At  this 
place  it  will  be  foand,  by  reference  to  the  details  of  the  examination  of  this 
stream,  that  the  quantities  of  manufacturing  wastes  from  wool  scouring  and 
cloth  washing  discharged  into  the  stream  are  so  great  that  the  effect  of  the 
sewage  alone  is  not  determinable. 

The  sewage  of  the  city  of  Taunton  is  being  discharged  into  the  Taunton 
River  temporarily,  pending  the  completion  of  the  works  and  the  installation 
of  a  sewage  purification  system.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  river  is  badly 
polluted,  except  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  sewer  outlet  at  the  present  time. 

The  Nemasket  River  below  Middleborough  has  been  the  subject  of  seri<; 
ons  complaint,  and  the  Green  River  at  Greenfield  has  been  objectionable  in 
dry  weather.  The  Fort  River  at  Amherst  fiows  through  an  uninhabited 
region  for  a  long  distance  below  the  sewer  outlet,  so  that  attention  has  not 
been  directed  to  the  condition  of  the  stream.  The  Manhan  River  has  not 
thus  far  been  made  seriously  objectionable  by  the  Easthampton  sewage, 
evidently  on  account  of  the  fact  that  this  sewage  is  discharged  into  a  large 
pond,  through  which  it  flows  before  entering  the  river. 

The  results  of  the  investigations  show  that  where  the  quantity  of  water 
available  for  the  dilution  of  the  sewage  in  a  stream  exceeds  about  6  cubic 
feet  per  second  per.  1,000  persons  discharging  sewage,  objectionable  condi- 
tions are  unlikely  to  result  from  the  gross  pollution  of  all  the  water  of  a 
stream  in  dry  weather.  Under  favorable  circumstances,  such  as  in  cases 
where  the  sewage  is  discharged  at  many  outlets  into  a  large  body  of  water, 
objectionable  conditions  may  not  result  where  the  dilution  is  somewhat  less 
than  6  cubic  feet  per  second  per  1 ,000  persons ;  but  objectionable  condi- 
tions have  resulted  in  all  of  the  cases  thus  far  examined  where  the  flow  has 
been  less  than  3.5  cubic  feet  per  second  per  1,000  persons  discharging 
sewage  into  the  stream. 


FOOD  AND  DRUG  INSPECTION. 


[46S] 


FOOD  AND  DRUG  INSPECTION. 


The  work  of  the  year  1902  completee  nearly  twenty  years  of  food  and 
drug  inspection  by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  this  department  having  been 
organized  and  the  work  begun  in  1883.  A  general  food  statute  had  been 
enacted  in  1882,  as  a  result  partly  of  investigations  made  by  the  Board  in 
previous  years  and  partly  on  account  of  agitation  of  a  national  character, 
which  resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  national  committee  in  1880  upon  this 
subject.  This  committee  offered  a  prize  for  a  draft  of  a  law  for  the  pre- 
vention of  food  adulteration.  The  best  draft  was  that  of  Professor  Wigner 
of  London,  which  was  made  the  basis  of  the  new  law  which,  after  its 
enactment  in  1882,  has  stood  the  test  of  twenty  years,  and  has  been  copied 
with  few  amendments  in  other  States. 

Of  the  operation  of  this  act,  the  inspection  made,  the  prosecution*  of 
offenders  conducted  and  the  benefits  secured  to  the  people  of  the  State,  the 
reports  of  the  past  twenty  years  give  ample  evidence. 

The  following  report  treats  of  the  operations  of  the  Board  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  during  the  year  ended  Sept.  *S0,  1902.  The  report  made 
to  the  Legislature  in  January,  1903,  ^^  of  the  number  of  prosecutions  made 
under  the  act  and  an  itemized  account  of  the  money  expended  in  carrying 
out  the  provisions  thereof"  is  also  embodied  in  this  annual  report. 

The  following  persons  comprised  the  force  employed  by  the  Board  during 
the  year  in  this  department :  — 

Albert  £.  Leach, Analyst. 

C.  A.  GOESSMANN, Analyst. 

Hermann  C.  Ltthgoe, Assistant  Analyst, 

John  F.  McCaffrey, Inspector, 

John  H.  Terry, Inspector. 

Horace  F.  Davis, Inspector. 

The  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  examined  during  the  year  is 
shown  in  the  accompanying  table,  together  with  a  condensed  summary  of 
the  work  done  since  and  including  the  year  1883.  The  full  table  published 
in  earlier  years  is  omitted  in  the  present  report,  the  following  condensed 
table  being  substituted  for  the  sake  of  brevity  :  — 

Number  of  samples  of  milk  examined, 6,256 

Number  of  samples  above  standard, 4,307 

Number  of  samples  below  standard, 1,949 

Percentage  of  adulteration  or  deficiency, 31.1 
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Number  of  samples  of  other  kinds  of  food  examined  (not  milk),  3,090 

Number  of  samples  above  standard,     ......  2,538 

Number  of  samples  below  standard, 552 

Percentage  of  adulteration, 17.8 


Number  of  samples  of  drugs  examined,       .... 

Number  of  samples  of  good  quality, 

Number  of  samples  adulterated  (as  defined  by  the  statutes). 
Percentage  of  adulteration,   .        .        .        .        . 


1,124 
636 
488 

43.4 


Total  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  examined. 
Total  number  found  to  be  of  good  quality,  . 
Total  number  found  not  conforming  to  the  statutes,    . 
Percentage  of  adulteration, 


10,470 
7,481 
2,989 
28.1 


Food  and  Drug  Inspection  (1883-1902). 


SUMMABT. 


ToUl 
18IIS-19M. 


Number  of  samples  of  milk  examined, 

Number  of  samples  above  standard 

Number  of  samples  below  standard 

Percentage  of  adulteration, 

Number  of  samples  of  other  kinds  of  food  examined  (not  milk), 

Nnmber  of  samples  of  good  quality 

Number  of  samples  adulterated,  as  defined  by  the  statutes, 
Percentage  of  adulteration, 

Number  of  samp'es  of  drufrs  examined 

Number  of  samples  of  good  quality, 

Number  of  samples  adulterated,  as  defined  by  the  statutes. 
Percentage  of  adulteration, 

Total  examinations  of  food  and  drugs, 

Total  examinations  of  good  quality, 

Total  examinations  not  conforming  to  the  statutes,     . 
Percentage  of  adulteration 

Expense  of  collection,  examination  and  prosecution,  . 
Expense  of  collection,  examination  and  prosecution,  per  sample. 


6,847 

6,266 

4,490 

4,807 

1,767 

1.049 

28.1 

81.1 

8,120 

8.000 

2,680 

2,638 

600 

662 

18.0 

17.8 

968 

1,124 

468 

686 

400 

488 

61.8 

43.4 

10,826 

10,470 

7.488 

7.481 

2.887 

2.980 

27.6 

28.1 

$12,841  88 

$11,700  28 

1  19 

1  12 

76.119 

48.161 

27,0SS 

86.7 

48,986 

89,812 

9,123 

18.6 

18.265 

8,120 

6.136 

88.7 

188,809 

96.098 

42,216 

80.6 

$106,989  tt 
14S 


From  the  foregoing  table  it  appears  that  10,470  samples  of  food  and 
drugs  were  examined  during  the  year  ended  Sept.  30,  1902,  of  which 
Dumber  2,989,  or  28.1  per  cent.,  were  found  not  to  conform  to  the  legal 
standard.  It  has  been  stated  many  times  in  previous  reports  that  this 
large  ratio  of  adulteration  does  not  represent  the  proportion  of  adulteration 
which  exists  in  the  general  food  supply,  but  only  the  percentage  which 
exists  in  such  articles  as  are  collected  for  examination,  these  being  ohieflj 
the  articles  which  are  known  by  experience  to  be  specially  liable  to  adolter- 
ation. 
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The  whole  namber  of  samples  of  food  and  drags  examined  since  the 
beginning  of  work  in  1883  was  138,309,  of  which  76,119,  or  more  than 
one-half,  as  required  by  the  statutes,  were  samples  of  milk.  The  amount 
expended  in  the  enforcement  of  the  food  and  drag  acts  since  the  beginning 
of  work  has  been  $196,989.52,  and  the  expense  per  sample  $1.42  for  the 
whole  time.  This  expense  has  been  reduced  from  $2.26  per  sample  in 
1883  to  $1.12  in  1902. 

In  the  report  of  the  analyst  for  1902  special  attention  is  directed  to  sev- 
eral summaries,  embracing  the  work  of  several  years.  First.  The  experi- 
ence of  the  laboratory  in  the  examination  of  milk  for  artificial  coloring 
matter  shows  that  this  method  of  adulteration  had  been  used  in  343  samples 
out  of  48,519  in  all  in  nine  years,  or  only  seven-tenths  of  1  per  cent.  This 
form  of  adulteration  is  usually  employed  to  conceal  other  methods  and  give 
the  milk  the  appearance  of  a  milk  of  unusually  good  quality.  Second.  A 
similar  summary  is  presented  relative  to  the  use  of  preservatives,  embracing 
a  period  of  five  years  (1898-1902).  The  number  of  samples  examined  for 
this  purpose  was  9,257,  of  which  number  376,  or  4  per  cent.,  contained 
preservatives  of  some  sort.  In  several  of  the  recent  reports  of  the  Board 
the  results  of  examination  of  samples  of  condensed  milk  have  been  pub- 
lished, and  in  consequence  of  this  publication  considerable  correspondence 
has  been  had  with  parties  who  manufacture  brands  which,  upon  analysis, 
proved  to  be  of  inferior  quality.  Since  the  fat  or  cream  is  the  most  valu- 
able constituent  of  the  milk,  it  is  convenient  to  assume  the  fat  contents 
as  a  measure  of  quality.  Reference  to  reports  of  the  Board  show  that  the 
amount  of  fat  in  condensed  milk  varies  from  as  low  as  5  per  cent,  to  as 
much  as  12  percent,  or  more.  Unfortunately,  there  is  no  legal  standard 
of  condensed  milk.  So  long,  however,  as  many  brands  are  found  to  con- 
tain as  much  as  10  to  12  per  cent,  of  cream,  representing  from  3^  to  5  per 
cent,  of  cream  in  the  original  milk  from  which  the  condensed  milk  is  made, 
it  would  appear  entirely  reasonable  to  expect  that  condensed  milk  should 
contain  as  much  as  9  per  cent,  of  cream,  although  it  might  be  diflScult  to 
maintain  a  complaint  kt  court,  in  which  the  cream  fell  below  that  percent- 
age, in  the  absence  of  such  standard. 

One  of  the  excuses  of  food  adulterations  is  that  it  is  necessary  to  add 
certain  substances  to  render  such  articles  salable.  The  substances  added, 
however,  are  invariably  of  ioferior  quality  or  price.  Upon  the  label  of  cer- 
tain brands  of  honey  it  is  stated  that  sugar  has  been  added  to  prevent  crys- 
tallization. It  is  quite  possible,  however,  to  find  good  honey  without  this 
addition.  So,  also,  with  certain  spices,  which  are  ground  entire  with  the 
shells  or  hulls ;  a  reasonable  percentage  of  such  shells  or  hulls  may  be 
present,  but  a  large  excess  indicates  adulteration,  either  intentional  or 
otherwise.  The  amount  of  adulteration  in  spices  and  in  coffee  compared 
with  that  which  existed  twenty  years  ago  is  very  small,  the  change  in  this 
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class  of  food  having  been  very  largely  wrought  by  the  action  of  the 
law. 

In  the  twenty-eighth  annual  report  of  the  Board  (1896)  a  list  of  certain 
proprietary  medicines  containing  alcohol,  and  certain  other  proprietary 
articles  containing  poisonous  and  injurious  ingredients,  was  published  by 
the  Board.  The  information  thus  published  has  been  sought  for  from  very 
many  sources,  and  the  edition  was  exhausted  in  a  few  years.  Hence  it  has 
seemed  desirable  to  republish  the  information  which  formed  part  of  that 
report  in  a  new  edition,  with  such  additions  of  new  material  of  the  same 
character  as  have  been  made  since  that  time.  ' 

The  addition  of  the  work  of  analyzing  intoxicating  liquors  to  the  work 
of  this  department  by  a  statute  of  1902  has  materially  increased  the  work 
of  the  office  and  rendered  an  additional  appropriation  necessary  for  this 
special  work.  An  account  of  the  work  performed  in  the  laboratory  in  this 
direction  is  appended  to  the  analyst's  report. 

The  following  list  contains  the  names  of  the  cities  and  towns  to  which 
notices  were  sent  on  account  of  adulterated  articles  and  the  number  scdI 
to  each :  — 


Cities  and  Towns  to  which  Notices  were  sent  on  Account  of  Adulterated  Milk  in  1902. 


Attleborough, 8 

New  Bedford, 6 

Beverly,  . 

.      9 

Newton,  . 

15 

Boston,     . 

4 

Peabody, 

Brockton, 

5 

Pittsfield, 

Brook  line, 

1 

Plymouth, 

Cambridge, 

16 

Provincetown, 

Chelsea,  . 

.    30 

Quincy,    . 

Clinton,    . 

2 

Revere,    . 

li 

Dedham,  . 

2 

Salem, 

Everett,    . 

10 

Somerville, 

17 

Fall  River,       . 

14 

Springfield, 

Fitch  burg, 

7 

Taunton, . 

Gloucester, 

.     17 

Walthara, 

• 

Haverhill, 

9 

Ware, 

Holyoke, . 

1 

Wareham, 

Hudson,  . 

1 

Watertown,     . 

10 

Hyde  Park, 

9 

Westborough, . 

Ipswich,  . 

1 

VVestfield, 

Lawrence, 

4 

Winchester,     . 

Leominster, 

2 

Winthrop, 

Lowell,    . 

5 

Woburn, . 

Maiden,    . 

3 

Worcester, 

10 

Marlborough, . 

2 

— 

Med  ford, . 

2 

Total, m 

Mil  ford,  . 

1 
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Cities  and  Towns  to  which  Notices  were  sent  on  Account  of  Adulterated  Articles  of 

Food  Other  than  Milk. 


Attleborough, 
Ayer, 

Blackstone, 
Boston,    . 
Brockton, 
Cambridge, 
Everett,   . 
Fall  River, 
Fitchburg, 
Holyoke, . 
Hyde  Park, 
Ipswich,  . 
Lawrence, 
Leominster, 
I^well,    . 


1 
1 
1 

26 
2 
4 
1 

16 
6 

«» 

o 
1 
1 
10 
2 
8 


Maiden 3 

Milford 1 

New  Bedford, 13 

Newbury  port, 2 

Quincy, 2 

Revere, 2 

Salem, 3 

Somerville, 1 

Stoughton, 2 

Wareham, 2 

West  borough, 1 

Weymouth, 8 

Worcester, 8 

Total 127 


Cities  and  Towns  to  which  Notices  were  sent  on  Account  of  Adulterated  Drugs. 


Attleborough, 2 

Ayer, 2 

Boston, 75 

Brockton, 1 

Cambridge, 1 

Chelsea, 1 

Clinton, 1 

Dedham, 1 

Everett, 1 

Fall  River, 6 

Fitchburg, 4 

Haverhill, 2 

Holyoke, 1 

Hyde  Park, 1 

Lawrence, 4 

Lowell, 5 

Lynn, 3 

Maiden, 1 

Maynard, 1 


Melrose, 2 

Milford, 1 

Ncedham, 1 

New  Bedford, 3 

Northampton, 4 

Pepperell, 1 

Salem, 4 

Somerville, 3 

Springfield, 1 

Stoneham, 4 

Taunton, 1 

Waltham, 1 

Ware, 1 

Wareham, 1 

Watertown, 3 

Worcester, 1 

Total, 146 
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Prosecutions. 

The  following  condensed  summary  is  presented  in  accordance  with  the 
custom  which  has  been  followed  in  the  reports  of  the  past  ten  years. 

The  following  table  presents  the  same  figures,  with  the  addition  of  the 
data  relating  to  the  prosecutions  conducted  during  the  year  ended  Sept.  30, 
1902:  — 


Number  of  Complaints  entered 

\  in  Court 

• 

Food  and 

Other  Articles 

Finn 

Ybas. 

(not  including 
Milk). 

Drags. 

Milk. 

Total. 

ConrleUoat. 

linpoMd. 

1883, 

6 

4 

9 

8 

1884, 

1 

2 

1 

46 

48 

44 

-• 

1886,t 

60 

1 

68 

119 

103 

-* 

18864 

10 

— 

10 

20 

19 

— • 

1887, 

30 

— 

84 

64 

60 

-• 

1888, 

22 

• 

43 

66 

61 

$2,042  00 

1889, 

74 

— 

66 

140 

124 

3,889  00 

1890, 

78 

— 

24 

102 

96 

3,919  liO 

1891, 

96 

6 

49 

160 

136 

2,668  00 

1892, 

62 

12 

72 

136 

123 

3,6«1  70 

1893, 

26 

3 

67 

96 

92 

2,476  00 

1894, 

14 

— 

76 

90 

77 

2,62.5  00 

1895, 

13 

11 

68 

92 

86 

2,895  30 

189H, 

7 

— 

68 

76 

74 

2,«12  20 

1897, 

13 

1 

61 

66 

64 

2,756  60 

1898, 

10 

-> 

54 

64 

62 

2,0«0  98 

1899, 

19 

2 

26 

47 

46 

1,432  66 

1900, 

46 

6 

44 

94 

89 

1,890  70 

1901, 

30 

-> 

66 

96 

90 

1,H74  70 

1902, 

25 

3 

48 

76 

74 

2,617  98 

Total 

t 

>        • 

616 

49 

982 

1,647 

1,626 

$38,621  82 

*  No  record  kept. 


t  To  May  1,  1886. 


X  Four  months  only. 


Ratio  of  convictions  to  complaints,  92.6  per  cent. 

Note.  —  All  complaints  entered  before  May  I,  1886,  were  under  the  direction 
of  the  Hoard  of  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity,  and  all  after  that  date  were  under 
the  direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

The  number  of  prosecutions  made  against  offenders  during  the  year  was 
76,  and  the  number  of  convictions  74. 


The  following  report  was  transmitted  to  the*  Legislature  Jan.  7.,  1903, 
in  compliance  with  the  terms  of  the  statute,  section  7,  chapter  75,  Revised 
Laws : — 
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Offiob  of  thb  Statb  Boabd  of  Health, 

State  House,  Boston,  Jan.  7,  1903. 

To  the  Honorable  SetuUe  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Massachusetts  in  General  Court  assembled. 

The  following  summary  is  made  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of 
chapter  75  of  the  Revised  Laws,  requiring  the  State  Board  of  Health  to 
^^  report  annually  to  the  Legislature  the  number  of  prosecutions  made 
under  the  provisions  of  the  food  and  drug  acts,  and  an  itemized  account  of 
all  money  expended  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  thereof.'' 

The  whole  number  of  prosecutions  made  by  authority  of  the  Board  against 
offenders,  under  the  provisions  of  the  food  and  drug  acts,  for  the  year 
ended  Sept.  30,  1902,  was  76. 

The  cities  and  towns  in  which  the  articles  were  sold,  and  in  respect  to 
which  complaints  were  entered  in  court,  the  character  of  the  articles  found 
to  be  adulterated  or  fraudulently  sold,  the  dates  of  the  trials,  and  their 
results,  are  presented  in  the  following  list :  — 

Milk  and  Milk  Products. 


Place. 

Lowell, 

Lowell, 

Lowell, 

Lowell, 

Lowell, 

Ix)well, 

Lowell, 

Jewell, 

Lowell, 

Lowell, 

Lowell, 

Lowell, 

Lowell, 

Lowell, 

Fall  River, 

Fall  River, 

Fall  River, 

Worcester, 

Worcester, 

Salem, 

Salem, 

Beverly,     . 

Beverly,     . 

Somerville, 

Marlborough, 

Marlborough, 


For  Fraudulent  Sales  of  Milk. 

Datk. 

Oct.  30,  1901, . 

Oct.  30,  1901, . 

Oct.  30,  1901, . 

Jan.  16,  19U2, . 

Jan.  21,  1902, . 

Jan.  21,  1902, . 

April  17,  1902, . 

April  17,  1902, . 

April  17,  1902, . 

April  17,1902,. 

April  17,  1902, . 

June  16,  1902, . 

June  16,  1902, . 

June  16,  1902, . 

July  24,  1902, . 

July  24,  1902, . 

July  31,  1902, . 

April  29,  1902, . 

April  29,  1902, . 

July  11,1902,. 

July  11,1902,. 

Aug.  26,  1902, . 

Aug.  26,  1902, . 

Aug.  9,  1902, . 

April  1,  1902, . 

April  1,  1902,  . 


Rksdlt. 

Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
Convicted. 
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-Place. 

Chelsea, 

Chelsea, 

Newton, 

Quincy, 

Pea body, 

Peabody, 

Peabody, 

Peabody, 

Acton, 

Middleton, 

Middleton, 

Townsend, 

Dover, 

Needham,  . 

Weston, 

Clinton, 

Bedford,    . 

Palmer, 

Westborough, 

Warebam, . 

Milford,     . 

Dedban:i,~    . 


Milk  and  Milk  Products  —  Concluded. 
For  Fraudulent  Sales  of  ift/ifc— Concloded. 

Datb. 

6,  1902 


Jane 

June 

Nov. 

Jan. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Dec. 

Feb. 


6 
20 
31 
30 
30 
6 
6 
31 
24 
24 
26 
21 


March  26 
March  19 
April  26 
May  13 
May  22 
May  26 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  9 
Sept.     10 


1902, . 
1902, . 
1902, . 
1902, . 
1902, . 
1902, . 
1902,  . 
1901, . 

1901,  . 
1901, . 
1901, . 
1902, . 
1902, . 
1902, . 
1902, . 
1902, . 
1902, . 
1902, . 

1902,  . 
1902, . 
1902, . 


Result. 

ConvicteA 

Discharged. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 


Butter  and  Oleomargarine* 


Fall  River, 

Worcester, 

Worcester, 

Worcester, 

New  Bedford, 

New  Bedford, 

New  Bedford, 

Fitchburg, 

Fitch  burg, 

Walt  ham,  . 

Waltham,  . 

Springfield, 

Salem, 

Salem, 

Leominster, 


Nov. 

June 

June 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Jan. 

March 

April 

April 

May 

May 

July 

Aug. 

Aug. 

May 


23 
11 
11 

28 

3 

28 

T) 

3 

3 

1 

5 

24 

11 

14 

28 


1901, , 
1902, . 
1902,  . 
1902, . 
1902, . 
1902, . 
1902,  . 
1902,  . 
1902,  . 
1902,  . 
1902,  . 
1902,  . 
1902,  . 
1902, . 
1902, . 


Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicteil. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 

Discharged. 

Convicted. 

Convicted. 


New  Bedford, 
BJackstone, 


Molasses. 

Feb.      12,  1902, . 
Feb.       6,  1902, . 


Convicted. 
Convicted. 
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Cider  Vinegar. 

Plack.  Datb.  RiacLT. 

New  Bedford,    ,        .        .        March  12,  1902, Convicted. 

New  Bedford,    .        ,        .        March  12,  1902, Convicted. 

Pepper. 
New  Bedford,    .        .        .        Nov.       1,  1901, Convicted. 

Maple  Syrup. 
Fitchburg May      16,  1902, Convicted. 

Drugs. 

PhosphcUe  of  Soda, 

New  Bedford,    .  .        Feb.      19,  1902, Convicted. 

New  Bedford,    .        .        .        Feb.      19,  1902, Convicted. 

Qtiinine  Pills, 
Boston,       ....        March  16, 1902, Convicted. 

Cases  entered  in  court  but  not  under  the  food  and  drug  acts :  — 

For  Sale  of  Alcohol  not  of  Standard  Quality, 

Brockton,  ....        Aug.     12, 1902, .....    Convicted. 

Brockton,  ....        Aug.     12,  1902, Convicted. 

Brockton,  ....        Aug.     12,  1902, Convicted. 

For  Sale  of  Cloth  cotUaining  Arsenic  in  Excess  of  the  Prescribed  Legal  Limit. 

'    {Revised  Laws,  chap.  213,  §  8.) 

Boston,       ....        Sept.     19,  1902, Convicted. 

Summary. 

The  number  of  complaints  entered  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  during 
the  year  ended  Sept.  30,  1902,  in  the  courts  of  the  Commonwealth,  against 
parties  for  violation  of  the  statutes  relating  to  food  and  drug  inspection, 
and  other  allied  acts,  was  76.  In  74,  or  97.4  per  cent.,  of  these  the  parties 
were  convicted,  and  2  were  discharged. 

Of  the  whole  number,  63  were  for  violation  of  the  statutes  relating  to  the 
adulteration  of  milk  and  milk  products,  and  of  this  number  61  resulted  in 
conviction.  The  greater  number  of  these  were  for  violation  of  the  statutes 
providing  that  milk  offered  for  sale  shall  be  of  good  standard  quality.  In 
5  of  the  foregoing  cases  the  complaints  were  made  on  account  of  milk  con- 
taining coloring  matter,  and  in  4,  on  account  of  the  presence  of  formalde- 
hyde, which  had  been  added  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  milk. 
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*   When  coloring  matter  is  added  the  milk  is  usually  otherwise  adulterated 
by  the  addition  of  water,  or  by  the  abstraction  of  cream. 

The  other  articles  of  food  with  reference  to  which  complaints  were  made 
were  as  follows :  molasses,  2  cases ;  cider  vinegar,  2  cases ;  pepper,  1  case; 
maple  syrup,  1  case. 

The  complaints  relating  to  drugs  were  for  sales  of  phosphate  of  soda 
containing  arsenic,  and  quinine  pills  which  were  considerably  below  the 
weight  indicated  upon  the  label. 

The  whole  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  examined  in  this  depart- 
ment since  the  beginning  of  work  in  1883  was  138,310,  and  the  number  of 
complaints  entered  in  court  was  1,647. 

The  average  cost  per  sample,  for  collection,  analysis  and  other  work,  has 
been  reduced  from  $2.26  per  sample  in  1883  to  $1.12  in  1902. 

The  following  list  presents  the  total  solids  in  each  of  the  samples  of  milk 
upon  which  complaints  were  founded,  so  far  as  records  of  the  same  were 
kept : — 


7.60 

9.46 

10.40 

10.91 

11.34 

7.92 

9.63 

10.42 

10.93 

11.40 

8.60 

9.84 

10.63 

10.97 

11.44 

8.80 

9.94 

10.76 

11.07 

11.46 

8.80 

10.09 

10.76 

11.16 

11.60 

8.88 

10.27 

10.79 

11.16 

11.66 

9.00 

10.27 

10.80 

11.27 

9.46 

10.30 

10.87 

11.83 

The  total  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  examined  during  the 
year  was  as  follows  :  — 

Milk 6,256 

Other  articles  of  food,  including  207  samples  of  butter  and  cheese,   .  3,090 

Drugs 1,124 

Total, 10,470 

Total  expense  of  collection,  examination  and  prosecution,  .        .        .    f  11,700  23 
Avera«;e  expense  per  sample  collected, 1  12 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  were  also  examined  29  samples  of 
wall  papers  and  fabrics,  under  the  act  relating  to  arsenic  (chapter  213, 
section  8,  Revised  Laws).  Of  these,  9  samples  contained  arsenic  beyond 
the  limit  defined  by  the  statute. 

Under  the  act  requiring  the  Board  to  assume  the  duty  of  liquor  inspection 
(chapter  110,  Acts  of  1902),  there  were  also  examined  107  samples  of 
liquors,  which  were  submitted  to  the  Board  for  inspection. 
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Fines. 

The  amount  of  fines  paid  into  the  treasuries  of  counties,  cities  and  towns, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  general  and  special  acts  relating  to  food  and 
drugs  and  other  articles,  was  as  follows  :  — 


Fines  paid  for  yiolation  of  the  acts  relating  to  milk  and  milk  prod- 
ucts upon  cases  entered  during  the  year  ended  Sept.  30,  1902, 

Under  other  laws  relating  to  food,  and  other  articles  liable  to  inspec- 
tion,     


$1,730  98 
887  00 


Total 12,617  98 

The  whole  amount  of  fines  imposed  since  the  beginning  of  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  acts  relating  to  food  and  drug  inspection,  to  Sept.  30,  1902| 
was  $39,621.82. 

Expenditures 

Under  the  Provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Ads  during  the  Year  ended  Sept.  30y 

1902, 


FOI  THB  EVVOBCBMBMT  OW  THB  STATDTB* 

BSLATIVO  TO  FoOD  AHO  DBDO 

iMaPBOTlOM. 

ReUtiTe  to  Milk 
and  Milk  ProdacU. 

RelatlTe  to  Other 

Klnda  of  Food  and 

Drags. 

Salaries  of  analysts, 

Salaries  of  inspectors, 

Travelling  expenses  and  purchase  of  samples,    . 

Apparatus  and  chemicals, 

Printing, 

Services  (cleaning  laboratory),    .... 

Express  and  postage, 

Sundry  laboratory  expenses,         .... 

Books 

Extra  services  (stenogprapher),     .... 

$2,734  01 

2,772  00 

1,180  08 

167  84 

16  10 

66  66 

47  61 

27  36 

9  60 

$1,822  66 

1,848  00 

786  72 

111  90 

10  06 

37  86 

7  08 

31  68 

18  24 

6  40 

$7,020  16 
•           .          • 

$4^80  08 
7,020  16 

Total, 

$11,700  23 

SAMUEL  W.  ABBOTT,  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ANALYST. 


By  Albert  E.  Leach. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ANALYST. 


By  Albert  E.  Leach. 


Dr.  S.  W.  Abbott,  Secretary  of  the  StcUe  Board  of  Health. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  herewith  sabmit  my  report  on  the  analyses  of  food  and 
drags  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1902. 

The  character  of  the  samples  submitted  for  analysis  varies  but  little 
from  year  to  year.  This  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  only  the  suspected 
yarieties  are  as  a  rule  examined,  long  experience  having  shown  the  par- 
ticular kinds,  both  of  foods  and  of  drugs,  most  liable  to  adulteration.  New 
adulterants  are,  however,  from  time  to  time  encountered,  and  more  skill 
is  now  shown  than  ever  before  in  the  preparation  of  fraudulent  brands. 

Milk. 

In  accordance  with  the  custom  of  the  past  nineteen  years  in  this  depart- 
ment, the  percentage  of  total  solids  in  all  the  samples  collected  has  been 
determined.  In  the  earlier  years  of  milk  inspection,  when  fewer  samples 
were  collected,  all  were  also  examined  for  fat.  In  recent  years  it  has  been 
found  sufficient  to  make  a  determination  of  fat  in  such  samples  only  as  have 
been  found  below  12  percent,  in  solids.  Methods  employed  in  this  labora- 
tory for  the  analysis  of  milk,  including  the  detection  of  colors  and  preserva- 
tives, have  been  given  in  full  in  the  analyst's  reports  for  the  last  four  years. 

During  the  present  year  a  new  form  of  milk  container  has  been  adopted 
for  the  use  of  the  inspectors  in  collecting  samples.  This  consists  of  a  wide- 
mouthed,  cylindrical,  eight-ounce  bottle  of  flint  glass,  about  five  inches  in 
height,  fitted  with  a  pure  rubber  stopper  and  having  a  square  ground  panel 
on  the  side,  in  which  the  number  of  the  sample  may  be  conveniently  written, 
thus  doing  away  with  the  use  of  tags  and  adhesive  labels. 

The  usual  statistics  showing  the  geographical  distribution  of  milk  samples 
collected  and  examined  during  the  year,  with  the  results  of  the  analysis, 
are  summarized  as  follows  :  — 
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Milk  from 

CUies. 

CiTiia. 

Number     above 
SUndard. 

Number     below 
Standard. 

ToUI  Samples   col-  \ 
lected.                     1 

Per    Cent,    below 
SUndard. 

ToUl  Solids  in  Low- 
est Sample. 

Number  of  Skimmed 
Samples. 

Number  of  Samples 
colored   with  An- 
natto. 

Number  of  Samples 
colored  with  Ani- 
line Orange. 

22 

H 

111 
III 

It 

m 

2 

Boston,  . 

1    .n 

67 

238 

28.1 

10.13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Brockton, 

116 

1 

42 

158 

27.2 

11.00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cambridge,    . 

174 

163 

327 

46.8 

10.60 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Chelsea, . 

172 

151 

323 

46.6 

8.28 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Everett,  . 

138 

60 

188 

81.0 

10.20 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Fall  River,     . 

73 

28 

101 

27.0 

11.12 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

Fltcbburg,      . 

87 

24 

111 

21.8 

8.40 

4 

- 

- 

- 

« 

Gloucester,    . 

176 

77 

252 

81.6 

0.47 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

Haverhill, 

133 

46 

170 

26.6 

10.60 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lawrence, 

120 

06 

224  ' 

42.4 

8.80 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Lowell,  . 

75 

80 

164 

64.3 

0.20 

8 

- 

0 

- 

- 

Lynn, 

0 

6 

16 

40.0 

11.55 

- 

- 

- 

Maiden,  . 

133 

60 

102 

35.4 

10.80 

- 

- 

Marlborough, 

30 

13 

62 

25.0 

0.40 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Melrose, 

7 

8 

16 

68.3 

10.00 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Medford, 

64 

42 

106  j 

30.6 

11.27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

« 

New  Bedford, 

02 

40 

141 

34.6 

0.83 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Newbury  port. 

120 

20 

140 

14.8 

11.13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Newton, 

118 

36 

164 

23.3 

8.60 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Quincy,  . 

62 

24 

86 

27.0 

0.26 

- 

- 

- 

-    1 

1 

- 

Salem,    . 

130 

40 

188 

26.0 

10.00 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

Somerville,    . 

231 

168 

380 

40.6 

10.23 

8 

- 

- 

1 
-    1 

4 

Taunton, 

50 

8 

67 

11.0 

8.87 

2 

- 

.    ) 

-    1 

- 

Waltham, 

76 

30 

114 

34.1 

0.87 

_ 

- 

- 

-    " 

- 

Wobum, 

26 

36 

60 

68.8 

8.70 

- 

- 

- 

-    ' 

- 

Worcester,     . 

226 

71 

207 

23.0 

7.60 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Summary, 

2,836 

1,445 

4.281 

83.7 

7.60 

26 

8 

0 

10 

6 
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Milk  from  Towns. 


Towns. 

Namber     abore 
Standard. 

Number     below 
Standard. 

Total   Samples  col- 
lected. 

Per    Cent    below 
SUndard. 

Total  Solids  In  Low- 
est Sample. 

Namber  of  Skimmed 
Samples. 

Namber  of  Samples 
colored  with   An- 
natto. 

Number  of  Samples 
colored  with  Ani- 
line Orange. 

Namber  of  Samples 
preserved     with 
Formaldehyde. 

Namber  of  Samples 
presenred     with 
Boric  Add. 

leboroagh, 

M 

35 

120 

26.0 

0.83 

6 

- 

1 

• 

6 

ingtoD, 

8« 

1 

10 

46 

21.8 

11.47 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

erly, 

18 

20 

88 

62.6 

10.88 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

oklloe, 

110 

22 

182 

16.7 

11.60 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

itOD,  . 

26 

10 

36 

28.6 

0.17 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Iham, 

77 

15 

02 

16.2 

11.43 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

mingham, 

10 

- 

10 

0.0 

12.40 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

dsoD, . 

7 

3 

10 

80.0 

12.20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

de  Park,    . 

67 

28 

06 

20.4 

10.40 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

wicb, 

0 

8 

17 

41.2 

11.07 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

>min0ter,  . 

!       ^ 

6 

20 

20.7 

11.66 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dchester,  . 

10 

1 

11 

0.0 

10.60 

- 

- 

- 

2 

. 

Idleton,     . 

- 

8 

3 

100.0 

11.63 

- 

- 

- 

3 

. 

ford, . 

76 

8 

70 

8.8 

12.60 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

tick,  . 

17 

1 

1 

18 

5.6 

10.44 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

ibody. 

>        44 

12 

66 

18.2 

10.60 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

mouth. 

14 

- 

14 

0.0 

12.60 

- 

- 

- 

- 

»vincetowD, 

48 

2 

46 

4.4 

10.80 

-   ' 

- 

- 

8 

rere,  . 

i        03 

66 

148 

37.1 

7.87 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

iabary. 

16 

- 

15 

0.0 

12.61 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

neham. 

12 

8 

16 

20.0 

10.02 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

UghtOD,       . 

64 

20 

74 

27.1 

11.64 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ampacott,  . 

1         10 

1 

10 

0.0 

12.18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

itertowD,  . 

60 

40 

00 

44.4 

0.20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

^atboroagb, 

24 

2 

26 

7.7 

12.20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

»ymoQth,    . 

20 

8 

23 

18.0 

12.02 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

litman. 

14 

- 

14 

0.0 

12.66 

- 

- 

. 

- 

Dcbeater,  . 

- 

4 

4 

100.0 

10.71 

- 

- 

- 

. 

. 

ireham. 

20 

6 

26 

20.0 

10.63 

•» 

- 

- 

- 

. 

Dthrop,      . 

64 

16 

60 

21.7 
28.8 

11.68 

- 

- 

- 

Sammary, 

1,046 

826 

1,872 

7.87 

13 

- 

4 

10 

8 
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, 
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1 
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The  followiDg  table  ebowa  the  character  of  the  milk  by  months,  being 
practicnlly  a  aummary  of  the  twelve  monthly  reporta  previoualy  preseoted 
to  the  Board  :  — 
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The  Dumber  of  gamples  o(  artidcially  colored  milk  (17)  collected  duciog 
tbe  present  year  ie  considerably  less  thao  for  aay  year  since  1894.  Sam- 
ples of  colored  milk  were  found  in  Gloucester,  Loirell,  Attleborougb,  Clin- 
toD  and  Leominster,  all  being  below  tbe  standard. 

Milk  vitb  added  preservatives  was  collected  in  Chelsea,  Everett,  New 
Bedford,  tjalem,  Somerville,  ArlingtOD,  Beverly,  Mancbester,  MiddletOD 
and  Peabody.  Samples  of  colored  milk  are  usually  found  to  be  below  tbe 
Btandard,  it  being  deemed  necessary  to  add  tbe  color  in  order  to  conceal 
evidence  of  watering.  Tbe  reverse  is  more  often  true  with  regard  to  pre- 
aervRtiveB,  as  shown  by  the  fact  that  out  of  43  samples  of  milk  containing 
preservatives  SI  were  above  the  standard. 

Tbe  following  table  shows  tbe  character  and  extent  of  artificial  colors 
used  in  Massacbusetts 'during  tbe  last  nine  years  :  — 


Arliflcial  Color  in 

Milk. 

Sumbtr 

Nu-b-r 

Kumbw 

Oruige' 

•n*l,z<d.      '      Stmpk.. 

*■""""■ 

1» 

1. 

4,4»4 
t,IM 
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!«»;... 

6,«(» 
4g,»IS 

Toul.,        . 
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im        1       104 
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Artificial  coloring  in  milk  is  usually  apparent  to  the  practised  eye,  espe- 
cially after  the  cream  has  risen,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that,  unlike  the 
natural  color  of  milk,  it  is  not  confined  to  the  fat,  but  is  distributed  through 
the  entire  mass.  This  is  more  readily  evident  when  glass  bottles  are  used 
as  containers.  Thus  the  observing  analyst  can,  in  many  cases,  detect  sus- 
picious samples  during  the  process  of  analysis  for  total  solids,  reserving 
them  for  subsequent  analysis  for  color.  Unlike  added  color,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  physical  appearance  of  milk  to  suggest  the  presence  of 
preservatives,  nor  are  they  rendered  apparent  to  the  taste  or  smell,  if  skil- 
fully used.  For  this  reason,  and  on  account  of  the  increased  tendency  of 
late  years  to  use  preservatives,  especially  during  the  summer  season,  it  has 
been  our  practice  during  the  months  of  June,  July,  August  and  September 
to  examine  all  the  samples  of  milk  collected  for  the  presence  of  the  com- 
monly used  preservatives,  namely,  formaldehyde,  boric  acid  and  sodiom 
carbonate. 

The  following  table  shows  in  a  summarized  form  the  extent  to  which 
these  preservatives  have  been  found  in  milk  examined  during  the  summer 
seasons  of  the  past  five  years  :  — 

Preservafives  in  Milk. 


Ykar. 


Samples 
examined. 


Number 

containing 

Formaldehyde. 


Percent       I     Number        Per  Cent. 

containing    '  conulning  •;   containing 

Formaldehyde..  Boric  Acid.  |  Boric  Acid. 


Number 
containing 
Carbonate. 


Total 
cootaiolnf . 
PresenratJTe 


1898. 
1809. 
1900. 
1901, 
1902. 

Totals,   . 


1,040 
2.105 
2,018 
2.154 
1.984 


9.257 


26 
55 
61 
42 
29 
218 


2.5 
2.6 
8.0 
1.9 
1.5 
2.8 


11 

1.0 

4 

13 

0.6 

8 

6 

0.8 

- 

12 

0.6 

- 

14 

0.7 

- 

56       • 

0.6 

7 

41 
71 
67 
54 
48 


876 


As  a  possible  clue  to  the  presence  of  coloring  matter  as  well  as  preserva- 
tives in  milk,  information  given  by  the  inspector  at  the  time  the  samples 
are  handed  to  the  analyst  may  frequently  prove  helpful.  For  instance, 
there  are  certain  localities  in  which  the  use  of  color  or  preservative  seems 
to  be  more  prevalent  than  elsewhere,  so  that  a  hint  from  the  inspector 
warning  the  analyst  to  look  for  a  particular  form  of  adulterant  known  to 
be  common  to  the  locality  from  which  the  milk  has  been  collected  is  often 
of  assistance. 

Even  in  the  winter  months  the  analyst  is  on  the  lookout  for  preservatives 
in  such  suspected  samples,  and  should  make  examination  for  them.  For- 
maldehyde and  boric  acid,  by  reason  of  their  cheapness  and  efl^cieDcyi 
excel  all  other  antiseptics  as  milk  preservatives,  and  are  conseqaently,  ol 
all  others,  the  most  used  for  this  purpose.    If  there  is  still  reason  to  sos- 
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pect  the  presence  of  a  preservative  in  milk  after  tests  have  proved  the 
absence  of  the  above  commonly  nsed  preservatives,  benzoic  and  salicylic 
acids  should  be  looked  for,  although  they  are  not  considered  ideal  milk 
preservatives.  Indeed,  in  the  case  of  salicylic  acid,  a  distinct  sweetish 
taste  is  imparted  to  the  milk  containing  it,  especially  after  standing  for 
some  time.  In  order  to  detect  these  preservatives  the  following  methods 
are  employed. 

Benzoic  Acid,  —  Add  5  cubic  centimeters  of  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  to  50 
cubic  centimeters  of  the  milk  in  a  flask  and  shake  to  curdle.  Then  add 
150  cubic  centimeters  of  ether,  cork  the  flask  and  shake  well.  Break  up 
the  emulsion  which  forms  by  aid  of  a  centrifuge,  or,  if  the  latter  is  not 
available,  extract  the  curdled  milk  by  gently  shaking  with  successive  por- 
tions of  ether,  avoiding  the  formation  of  an  emulsion.*  Transfer  the  ether 
extract  (evaporated  to  small  volume,  if  large  in  bulk)  to  a  separatory  fun- 
nel, and  separate  the  benzoic  acid  from  the  fat  by  shaking  out  with  dilute 
ammonia,  which  takes  out  the  former  as  ammonium  benzoate.  Evaporate 
the  ammonia  solution  in  a  dish  over  the  water  bath  till  all  free  ammonia 
has  disappeared,  but  before  getting  to  dryness  add  a  few  drops  of  ferric 
chloride  reagent.  The  characteristic  flesh-colored  precipitate  indicates 
benzoic  acid.  Care  should  be  taken  not  to  add  the  ferric  chloride  till  all 
the  ammonia  has  been  driven  ofif,  otherwise  a  precipitate  of  ferric  hydrate 
is  formed. 

Salicylic  Acid.  —  Proceed  exactly  as  directed  for  benzoic  acid.  On 
applying  the  ferric  chloride  to  the  solution  after  evaporation  of  the  am- 
monia,  the  well-known  violet  color  indicates  salicylic  acid  when  present. 

Erratum  from  the  1901  report  for  the  method  of  determining  milk  sugar, 
on  page  443,  line  16,  for  **  200"  read  ''  100." 

Condensed  Milk. 

Twenty-three  new  brands  of  condensed  milk  have  been  examined  during 
the  year,  and  40  brands  the  full  analyses  of  which  have  been  given  in  past 
reports.  Six  of  these  brands  are  shown  on  analysis  to  have  been  prepared 
from  skimmed  milk,  being  decidedly  deficient  in  fat.  We  have  adopted 
the  custom  of  making  full  analysis  only  of  the  new  brands,  while  the  old 
ones  are  simply  submitted  to  an  examination  for  fat  and  ash.  Full  methods 
for  the  analysis  of  condensed  milk  were  given  in  the  analyst's  previous 
reports.  A  new  method  for  computing  the  fat  in  the  original  milk  has 
recently  been  adopted,  by  which  the  calculation  may  be  made  without  a 
complete  analysis  of  the  sample,  by  simply  determining  the  fat  and  ash. 

Assuming  .70  per  cent,  as  the  ash  of  pure  milk,  the  factor  representing 
the  ^^  number  of  times  condensed  "  is  found  by  dividing  the  ash  of  the  cou- 

*  A  TOlOBM  of  etlMr  largely  in  ezceM  over  that  of  the  curdlod  mtlk  boa  been  found  to  be  leu  apt  to 
form  an  obatlnata  emalaioo. 
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deDsed  milk  by  .7.  The  *^  fat  in  the  original  milk  "  as  thas  calculated  is  of 
course  an  arbitrary  factor,  and  is  useful  only  in  deciding  whether  or  not 
skimmed  milk  has  been  used  in  preparing  the  sample.  By  assuming  the 
highest  reasonable  figure  for  the  ash  of  natural  milk,  it  is  readily  seen  that 
the  highest  result  is  obtained  for  the  fat  in  the  original  milk,  and  hence  the 
benefit  of  any  doubt  is  given  to  the  manufacturer. 

The  ash  of  the  condensed  milk  sample  is  conveniently  obtained  by  evapo- 
rating to  dryness  12.5  cubic  centimeters  of  the  40  per  cent,  aqueous  sola- 
tion  of  the  sample  which  forms  the  basis  of  the  various  determinations,  this 
volume  corresponding  to  5  grams  of  the  sample.  The  residue  is  then 
incinerated  in  the  muffle,  cooled  and  weighed.  If  the  fat  in  the  original 
milk  as  above  calculated  is  found  to  be  much  below  3  per  cent.,  there  is 
evidence  to  show  that  skimmed  milk  has  been  used.  This  method  of  pro- 
cedure is  considered  more  accurate  than  that  hitherto  adopted  for  calculat- 
ing the  fat  in  the  original  milk,  since  the  milk  ash  is  a  more  constant  factor 
than  the  percentage  of  solids  not  fat  on  which  the  old  method  was  based. 
In  the  case  of  cheese,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  skimmed  milk  has  been  used 
for  its  preparation  when  the  proteids  exceed  the  fat.  This  rule,  however, 
does  not  apply  in  the  case  of  condensed  milk,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  tables. 

Condensed  Milk. 


BSAKO. 


Gray's,  . 
Cow  Boy, 
BacceBs, 
Cbariut, 
Ball, 

ficlipBe,  Jr  ,. 
Ex  press, 
Table,    . 
IjeoDoz, 
Bllver  Cord, 
Eosiyn,  . 
MaKDolla, 
Moosehead, 
Pine  Tree, 
Defiance, 
Pennant. 
Up-to-I>ate, 
Connor's, 
Dr.  Hand's, 
Crest, 
Slag,       . 
Oxford, . 
Stag, 
Challenge, 
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72.21 
72.01 
71.02 
70.71 
71.66 
73.48 
71.03 
74.46 
09.29 
71.03 
78.88 
73.72 
71.86 
73.67 
72.93 
73.95 
70.52 
70.29 
73.26 
74.46 
73.00 
68.61 
73.85 
78.78 


27.79 
27.99 
28.98 
29.29 
28.46 
26.62 
28.03 
26.66 
30.71 
29.97 
26.17 
26.27 
28.64 
26.33 
27.07 
26.05 
29.48 
29.71 
26.76 
26.64 
27.00 
31.39 
26.16 
26.22 


35.04 
29.78 
27.83 
30.06 
28.16 
31.82 
80.60 
29.48 
27.49 
80.84 
28.02 
28.23 
80.01 
31.65 
35.97 
26.72 
28.21 
27.96 
29.78 
31.46 
28.18 
82.46 
29.72 
29.30 


87.04 

42.28 

43.19 

40.66 

48.40 

42.16 

40.43 

44.97 

41.80 

40.19 

46.81 

45.49 

41.86  I 

42.12 

36.96 

47.23 

42.81 

42.33 

48.47 

48.00 

44.82 

86.15 

44.18 

U.48 


12.81 

9.80 

7.98 

10.80 

9.80 

12.88 

10.15 

11.16 

9.05 

11.17 

7.98 

8.87 

9.75 

10.47 

18.96 

9.58 

8.87 

7.44 

11.16 

11.76 

9.68 

16.75 

10.16 

0.68 


9.41 

8.08 

7.56 

7.77 

6.84 

7.01 

9.60 

7.47 

7.96 

9.44 

9.«6 

9.05 

10.19 

10.96 

12.12 

7.81 

9.8« 

11.08 

9.00 

10.25 

O.W 

7.« 

11.86 

12.46 


11.52 

10.80 

10.67 

10.44 

10.44 

10.06 

9.86 

9.87 

8.82 

8.73 

8.64 

8.56 

8.56 

8.38 

8.28 

7.92 

7.02 

7.02 

7.02 

7.74 

7.66 

6.84 

6.84 

6.T6 


I 


..  I 


1.43 
1.66 
1.72 
1.54 
1.57 
1.35 
1.49 
1.68 
1.157 
1.60 
1.75 
1.75 
1.62 
1.75 
1.67 
1.41 
1.56 
1.67 
1.70 
1.71 
1.05 
1.66 
1.68 
1.60 


e 

O  • 
c2 

is 

k 

5.U 
4.» 
8.U 
4.74 
4.» 
5.2 
4.07 
4.12 
3.« 
3.67 
S.60 
4.(M 
S.M 
8.3& 
2.7* 
3.96 
S.U 
3.44 
3.ST 
3.17 
3.40 
2.11 
J.79 
2.44 


Evaporated  Cream, 


Pet, 

Imperial, 


27.52 


72.48 


26.78 


1.74 


8.90 


8.89 


8.9T 
18.80 


1.43 
1.SB 


8.40 
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Bbavd. 

1 
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• 

i    1 

Fatli 
Mil 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent. 

.  Per  Cent 

Per  Cent. 

Purity, 

10.31 

1.66 

4.62 

Dixie,    . 

1       . 

9.00 

' 

- 

Sacceaa, 

10.86 

1.70 

4.22 

Knatic,  . 

. 

8.82 

1.38 

4.48 

Vermont, 

10.17 

1.43 

4.98 

Wind  Mill,    . 

. 

8.82 

1.42 

4.38 

Tip  Top,      . 

9.00 

1.40 

4.65 

Dlrigo,  . 

. 

8.82 

1.47 

4.20 

NMtle'a  Swiaa,    . 

0.72 

1.44 

4.70 

Challenge,     , 

• 

8.82 

1.67 

8.98 

Roa«,   fc 

9.72 

1.96 

3.47 

Ruby,    . 

. 

8.68 

1.40 

4.38 

Tip  Top,      . 

9.63 

- 

Dime,    . 

. 

8.42 

1.62 

3.83 

Liberty, 

9.54 

1.48 

4.62 

SUndard,      . 

* 

8.37 

1.39 

4.21 

DtAance, 

9.64 

1.79 

3.47 

Ruatlc,  . 

• 

8.28 

1.48 

3.94 

Beecon, 

9.36 

1.60 

4.06 

Dairy,   . 

• 

8.28 

1.65 

3.72 

Dlxte,  . 

9.33 

- 

- 

1  Connor, 

•       • 

8.10 

1.67 

8.60 

Cow  Boy,     . 

9.27 

1.60 

4.07 

1  Jeraey,  . 

* 

8.10 

1.47 

3.86 

Windmill,    . 

9.18 

1.62 

8.96 

! 

'  Eclipae  Janior,    . 

8.10 

1.67 

3.38 

Eagle.  . 

9.18 

1.63 

8.95 

Grand mother'a,   . 

7.74 

1.74 

8.09 

Tip  Top,      . 

9.18 

- 

_ 

1 

i  Bnaign,. 

7.66 

1.67 

3.37 

Jer»ey, 

9.00 

1.40 

4.50      1 

1  Vermont, 

7.38 

1.66 

3.36 

Champlaln, . 

9.00 

1.60 

1 

4.09 

1  Lone  Star,    . 

7.20 

1.74 

3.41 

J.  B.  Smith, 

9.00 

1.60 

3.91 

Pennant, 

7.20 

1.66 

3.08 

Milk  Maid,  . 

9.00 

1.82 

8.46 

Leader, . 

6.73 

1.73 

2.87 

Dairy,  . 

9.00 

- 

- 

1  Vermont, 

1 

6.66 

1.65 

2.82 

Butter. 

Out  of  165  samples  examined,  41  were  classed  as  adulterated.  Of  these 
15  samples  were  oleomargarine  and  26  were  renovated  butter.  Methods 
for  the  detection  of  renovated  butter  were  given  quite  fully  in  the  analyst's 
report  for  last  year. 

Increased  experience  with  the  ^^  foam  "  test  has  proved  its  reliability  in 
distingaishing  between  pure  butter  on  the  one  hand  and  renovated  butter 
or  oleomargarine  on.  the  other.  The  ''  foam  "  test  certainly  furnishes  con- 
clusive evidence,  even  though  it  may  not  be  considered  scientific.  The 
writer  has  found  the  Waterhouse  test  to  be  very  reliable  as  a  means  for 
distinguishing  between  the  three  products,  pure  butter,  renovated  butter 
and  oleomargarine,  when  carried  out  in  the  following  manner :  — 

The  WcUerJiouse  or  Milk  Test.*  —  This  test  is  based  on  the  assumption 


*  Parsons,  Joomal  American  Chemical  Society,  23, 1901,  page  200. 


478  STATE   BOARD   OF   HEALTH.  [Pub.  Doc. 

that  butter  fat,  which  is  iu  itself  exclusively  the  product  of  milk,  will 
mingle  intimately  with  milk  when  added  thereto  in  a  melted  oonditioD 
and  cooled  therein,  while  oleomargarine,  being  foreign  to  milk  fat,  will, 
under  like  conditions,  refuse  to  diffuse  itself  naturally  in  milk  as  a  mediam. 
About  50  cubic  centimeters  of  sweet  skimmed  milk  are  heated  nearly  to 
boiling  in  a  beaker,  and  from  5  to  10  grams  of  the  sample  to  be  tested  are 
added.  The  mixture  is  then  stirred,  preferably  with  a  small  wooden  stick, 
until  the  fat  is  melted.  The  beaker  is  then  placed  in  a  dish  of  ice-water 
and  the  stirring  continued  till  the  fat  reaches  the  solidifying  point,  at 
which  limit,  if  the  sample  is  oleomargarine,  the  fat  can  readily  be  collected 
by  the  stirrer  into  one  lump,  but  if  it  is  butter  it  cannot  be  collected,  bat 
remains  in  a  granulated  condition,  distributed  through  the  milk  in  small 
particles.  It  is  not  necessary  to  keep  up  the  stirring  through  the  entire 
time  of  cooling,  but  to  begin  stirring  before  the  fat  starts  to  solidify,  which 
should  require  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes  after  the  mixture  is  placed  in 
the  ice-water.  This  test,  if  carefully  carried  out,  shows  a  marked  distinction 
between  butter  (whether  pure  or  renovated)  and  oleomargarine.  Under 
certain  conditions,  as  when  cooling  is  too  rapid,  samples  of  renovated  butter 
fat  will  sometimes  show  a  slight  tendency  to  clot  together,  as  in  the  case 
of  oleomargarine,  but  to  no  such  extent  as  the  latter.  Not  only  does  it 
identify  oleomargarine  from  butter,  but  in  nearly  every  case  renovated 
butter  can  be  distinguished  from  genuine.  As  a  rule,  genuine  butter  fat. 
even  after  cooling  to  the  solidifying  point,  shows  the  greatest  tendency  to 
emulsionize  with  the  milk  when  stirred,  without  as  a  rule  adhering  to  the 
wooden  rod,  and  is  very  slow  to  come  to  the  surface  when  the  stirring  is 
stopped.  Renovated  butter  fat,  when  stirred  in  the  cooled  milk,  immedi- 
ately gathers  in  a  film  on  the  surface  of  the  milk  when  the  stirring  is 
stopped,  but  without  emulsionizing.  While  it  does  not  clot  together  like 
oleomargarine,  it  tends  to  adhere  slightly  to  the  wooden  rod. 

Uncolored  Oleomargarine.  —  Since  the  passing  of  the  act  imposing  a  tax 
on  oleomargarine  colored  to  resemble  butter,  the  attempt  has  been  made  by 
manufacturers  to  produce  a  naturally  colored  oleomargarine  with  as  deep  t 
yellow  tint  as  possible.  The  result  has  been; that  products  possessing  a  much 
deeper  natural  color  have  been  made  than  was  formerly  thought  possible, 
due  largely  to  various  devices  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturer  to  impart  as 
deep  a  color  as  possible  in  the  process  of  manufacture  to  the  oleo  oil, 
cotton-seed  oil  and  other  ingredients  used  in  its  preparation.  Brands  are 
now  in  the  market  that  would  formerly  have  been  judged  artificially  colored 
by  their  appearance,  which,  on  chemical  analysis,  do  not  show  the  pres- 
ence of  an  artificial  dye.  Palm  oil  is  said  to  be  used  for  increasing  the 
color. 
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V/HEESE* 

Twenty-seveD  samples  were  examined,  all  of  which  were  foand  to  con- 
form to  the  law. 

Chocolate  and  Cocoa. 

Forty-five  samples  were  examined,  of  which  18  were  found  to  be  adulter- 
ated with  corn,  wheat,  arrowroot  and  cocoa  shells.  The  worst  sample  was 
found  to  contain  35  per  cent,  of  wheat. 


Coffee. 

Only  2  samples  out  of  125  examined  were  found  to  be  adulterated.  The 
adulterants  found  in  both  cases  were  chicory  and  wheat. 

CONFECTIONEBT. 

The  single  adulterated  sample  out  of  the  31  examined  was  so  classed  by 
reason  of  containing  peppermint  made  with  decomposed  oil. 

Cream  of  Tartar. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-six  samples  were  examined,  20  of  which  were 
found  to  be  adulterated,  the  adulterants  being,  as  usual,  cornstarch,  acid 
phosphate  of  lime  and  calcium  sulphate.  One  of  those  samples  was  found 
to  contain  no  tartrate  whatsoever,  and  consisted  entirely  of  a  mixture  of 
starch  and  acid  phosphate.  Its  acidity  was  about  nine-tenths  that  of 
normal  cream  of  tartar. 

Flavoring  Extracts. 

Lemon  Extract.  —  Sixteen  samples  of  lemon  extracts  were  analyzed,  13 
of  which  were  found  not  to  conform  to  the  standard.  Many  brands  are 
still  found  in  the  market  containing  no  oil  of  lemon  whatsoever,  while 
others  contain  it,  but  in  amounts  far  below  the  standard,  which  is  5  per 
cent.  More  of  these  preparations  than  formerly  are  marked  with  formulae 
stating  the  name  and  percentage  of  the  ingredients,  but  these  are  often 
found  to  be  misleading  or  deceptive.  The  chief  trouble  is  that  the  alcohol 
used  IS  too  ailute  to  dissolve  the  required  amount  of  lemon  oil. 

The  following  brands  of  lemon  extract  were  classed  as  not  being  of 
standard  quality  through  insufficient  lemon  oil,  without  a  formula  stating 
the  correct  amount  present :  — 
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Lemon  Extracts  not  of  Standard  Quality, 


Bkaxd. 


Manafactarer. 


Color. 


Formnla. 


American  Standard, 

Climax  Componnd, . 

Oomponnd  Extract, 

**  Ooncentrated,** 

Derby  '*  Bxtra  Strength,*' ' 

Favorite,   .... 

Harris  Pare,     . 

Kidder's  "  Concentrated," 

Manning's, 

Miner's,    .... 

Standard, .... 

Sterling  '*Pare  Concen. 
trated." 


J.  F.  Morrison,  Lowell, 

Climax   Extract  Company, 

New  York. 
Bell   Preserving  Company, 

Boston. 
XLCR   Extract    Company, 

Chelsea. 
Derby    Food    Preserving 

Company. 
Cate   &   Sullivan,   Fall 

River. 
Frank  E.  Harris,  Bingham- 

ton,  N.  Y. 
Kidder  &  Co.,  Boston, 

L.  W.  Manning  Co.,  Somer. 

ville. 
B.    F.    Miner,    Montague, 

Mass. 
Salem  Chemical  &  Supply 

Company,  Salem. 
Sterling  Extract  Company, 

Cambrldgeport. 


0.0  '44.79 
0.0    S7.86 


0.0 
0.0 


2Cr.09 
20.61 


0.2  ,  52.44 

I 

2.8  :  74.63 
3.8    87.85 


1.0 


66.19 


Trace  61.23 


2.3 
1.1 
0.0 


78.51 


28.98 


,  None. 
Coal-tar  dye.   j  0.16  p«r  cent.  oil. 
Dinitrocresol.    2  per  cent.  oil. 
Tropaeolin.         1  per  cent.  oil. 
I  None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
I  None. 
None. 
Dinltrocreeol.    None. 


Tropaeolin. 
Trop«olin. 


VaniUa  Extract.  —  Fifteen  out  of  18  samples  examiDed  were  found  adul- 
terated, either  by  reason  of  being  purely  artificial  tinctures  of  vanillin  and 
not  true  extracts  of  the  vanilla  bean,  or  because  they  failed  to  conform  to 
the  formula  in  cases  where  there  was  one.  The  use  of  formulae  for  this 
class  of  goods  is  on  the  increase,  but  in  many  cases  they  are  not  found  to 
conform  to  the  results  of  our  analysis. 

Of  the  vanilla  extracts  examined,  the  following  brands  were  found  not  to 
be  true  extracts  of  the  vanilla  bean,  or  to  owe  their  flavoring  wholly  or  in 
part  to  coumarin,  the  principle  of  the  tonka  bean,  being  unaccompanied  by 
a  formula  explaining  the  exact  facts  :  — 


Vajiilla  Extracts  not  of  Standard  Quality, 


Brakd. 


Name  and  Address  of  Manulactorer. 


**  True  Vanilla  Flavoring  Extract," 
Climax  Oomponnd, 
"Compound,"       .... 

Derby, 

Gold  Seal 

Lion,       

Manning, 

Perfection 

Silver  King, 

Victor, 


Beach  &.  Clarridge,  Boatoo. 

Climax  Extract  Company,  Nw  York. 

American  Extract  Company,  New  York. 

Derby  Food  Prodnciog  Company,  Boeton. 

No  address. 

Highland  Extract  Company,  Boston. 

L.  W.  Manning  &  Co..  Boston. 

No  address. 

D.  L.  Shaw.  New  York. 

Victor  Manufaetaring  Conpany,  Bostiw. 
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Methods  for  the  determination  of  ooumarin  and  vanillin  have  been  given 
in  full  in  past  reports.  Artificial  vanilla  extracts,  by  which  are  meant 
those  not  prepared  (irom  the  vanilla  bean,  but  alcoholic  tinctures  of 
artificial  vanillin  and  usually  ooumarin,  are  distinguishable  from  the  true 
extracts  in  a  variety  of  ways.  If  a  portion  of  the  extract  be  freed  from 
the  alcohol  by  evaporation,  made  up  to  its  original  volume  with  water  and 
acidified  with  acetic  acid,  in  the  case  of  a  true  extract  a  reddish  brown 
precipitate  of  resin  will  form.  Absence  of  such  a  resin  would  indicate  an 
artificial  extract.  Again,  with  a  true  extract  of  the  bean,  a  copious  pre- 
cipitate should  occur  on  treating  the  filtrate  from  the  resin  with  basic  lead 
acetate.  Absence  of  such  a  precipitate  indicates  an  artificial  extract.  The 
character  of  the  resin  when  submitted  to  various  tests  suggested  by 
Hess*  furnishes  useful  clues  in  deciding  the  origin  of  the  extract. 

Coumarin  and  vanillin  are  readily  distinguished  from  each  other  as  fol- 
lows :  an  aqueous  solution  of  vanillin  is  turned  green  by  the  addition  of  a 
drop  or  two  of  ferric  chloride,  coumarin  being  unafi'ected.  An  aqueous 
solution  of  coumarin,  unlike  vanillin,  forms  a  precipitate  when  iodine  in 
potassium  iodine  is  added  in  excess,  the  precipitate  being  at  first  brown 
and  flocculent,  and  afterwards,  on  shaking,  clotting  together  to  form  a  dark 
green  curdy  mass,  leaving  the  liquid  perfectly  clear.  Crystals  of  coumarin 
and  vanillin  when  tolerably  pure  may  be  distinguished  from  each  other 
microscopically  as  follows  :  —  a  few  drops  of  the  ether  solution  of  the  crys- 
tals are  poured  directly  on  a  slide  and  allowed  to  evaporate  spontaneously. 
Vanillin  under  best  conditions  crystallizes  from  ether  in  long,  slender 
needles,  often  radiating  from  central  points  or  forming  star-shaped  bundles. 
Coumarin  crystals  are  shorter  and  thicker  than  those  of  vanillin.  With 
polarized  light  under  the  microscope,  vanillin  crystals  give  a  brilliant  play 
of  colors  between  crossed  nichols  even  without  the  selenite  plate,  while 
coumarin  crystals  without  the  selenite  are  almost  lacking  in  colors  and 
show  very  little  play  when  the  selenite  is  employed.  Several  repeated  crys- 
tallizations may  be  found  necessary  before  the  best  results  are  obtained. 

Honey. 

Forty-three  samples  of  honey  were  examined,  15  of  which  were  found  to 
contain  one  or  the  other  of  the  usual  adulterants,  cane-sugar  and  commer- 
cial glucose.  One  sample  was  found  to  contain  26  per  cent,  of  cane-sugar, 
another   90  per  cent,  of  glucose ;   a  third   sample  was  found  artificially 

colored  with  tropseolin. 

Lard. 

Twenty-two  samples  were  examined,  of  which  4  were  found  adulterated. 
These  were  sold  as  genuine  lard,  and  consisted  of  the  usutfl  ingredients  of 
compound  lard,  cotton-seed  oil  and  lard  stearine. 

*  Journal  American  Chemical  Society,  21  (1809),  p.  719. 
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Maple  Sugar  and  Strup. 

The  6  samples  of  maple  sugar  examined  were  all  passed  as  genuine.  Of 
the  28  samples  of  syrup,  5  were  pronounced  adulterated  either  by  an  ad- 
mixture of  commercial  glucose,  or  because  they  were  found  to  consist 
chiefly  of  cane  sugar  other  than  maple.  One  sample  was  examined  con- 
taining 20  per  cent,  of  commercial  glucose. 

Molasses. 

Thirteen  samples  were  found  adulterated  out  of  the  146  analyzed,  the 
adulterant  in  all  cases  being  commercial  glucose.  One  sample  was  found 
with  80  per  cent,  of  this  substance. 

Spices. 

Allspice.  —  Seven  adulterated  samples  were  found,  out  of  199  examined. 
The  adulterants  were  wheat  and  exhausted  ginger. 

Cassia,  —  Out  of  the  215  samples  examined,  5  were  found  to  be  adul- 
terated.    Exhausted  ginger  and  cassia  buds  were  the  adulterants. 

Cayenne.  —  Six  samples  were  adulterated  out  of  66  examined.  The 
worst  sample  contained  30  per  cent,  of  corn  starch  and  turmeric. 

Cloves.  —  One  hundred  and  ninety-six  samples  were  examined,  of  which 
31  were  found  to  be  adulterated.  The  adulterants  found  were  allspice, 
nut  shells,  sawdust,  sand  and  sweepings. 

Oinger.  —  Out  of  the  246  samples  examined,  17  were  found  to  be  adul- 
terated. Turmeric,  corn  starchy  buckwheat  and  allspice  were  found  in  the 
impure  samples.  The  worst  sample  contained  30  per  cent,  turmeric,  buck- 
wheat and  powdered  charcoal. 

Mace.  —  Twelve  out  of  the  24  samples  examined  were  adulterated. 
Corn  starch  and  wild  mace  furnished  the  adulterants. 

Mxistard.  —  Two  hundred  and  eighty-five  samples  were  analyzed,  of 
which  90  per  cent,  were  impure  by  reason  of  containing  starch,  turmeric, 
or  an  excess  of  mustard  hulls.  The  worst  sample  contained  60  per  cent, 
of  corn  starch  and  turmeric. 

Nutmeg.  — Seven  samples  were  examined,  all  of  which  were  pure. 

Pejyper. — Three  hundred  and  eighty-six  samples  were  examined,  33  of 
which  were  adulterated.  Materials  used  as  adulterants  were  pepper  shells 
in  excess,  olive  stones,  nut  shells,  ginger,  corn,  buckwheat  and  sawdust. 

Tea. 

Forty- four  samples  were  examined,  all  of  which  were  genuine. 

Vinegar. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy  samples  of  alleged  cider  vinegar  were  ex- 
amined.    One  hundred  and  seventy-eight  were  condemned,  either  by  reason 
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of  their  being  below  the  staodard  fixed  by  law,  or  as  being  artificial  prodncts 
■old  for  cider  vioegar.  About  100  aamplea  of  those  claesed  aa  adulterated 
failed  to  oonfomi  to  the  standard,  while  75  aamplee,  though  eold  as  cider 
vinegar  and  though  some  or  tbem  were  above  the  legal  atiinilsLrd  for  solids 
and  acidity  were  undoubtedly  not  the  exclusive  product  of  pure  appli'  cider 
as  apeciSed  by  law.  Much  attention  is  now  paid  to  the  detection  of  artifi- 
cial cider  vinegars,  with  the  result  that  the  spurious  products  are  nearly 
always  capable  of  detection,  in  spite  of  the  skill  of  late  shown  in  their 
manufacture.  The  following  tables  show  the  result  of  the  examination  of 
the  two  classes  of  adulterated  vinegar :  — 

Cider  Vinegar  not  of  Oood  Standard  Quality. 
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Vinegar  not  the  Exclusive  Product  of  Pure  Apple  Cider. 
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The  following  sbons  in  n  aunimarizcd  form  the  resalta  of  the  anal^ais  of 
84  samples  of  undoubtedly  pure  eider  vinegar :  — 
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485 


% 

Maximam, 

Mtnimam 

Mefto, 


Add 
(Per  Cent.). 


Solids 
(Per  Cent.). 


Polarization. 


—5.4 
—0.4 
—2.0 


The  following  analyses  were  made  of  4  cider  vinegars  of  known  purity, 
the  first  2  of  which  were  fifteen  years  old :  — 


Acid  (Percent.). 

Solids  (Per  Cent.). 

Ash  (Per  Cent  ). 

Alkalinity  of 
the  Ahh.* 

PolarizaUon  in  300 
Millimeter  Tut>e. 

4.04 

6.85 

0.42 

26.3 

-2.0 

9.80 

5.og 

0.68 

45.3 

—1.4 

5.63 

2.04 

0.86 

81.2 

—1.1 

4.81 

2.45 

i               0.38 

• 

28.2 

—0.9 

_  _  — _ 

_    .                            _ 

—  ■ 

— 

*  Number  of  enblo  centimeters  of  tenth  normal  aeld  neceaeary  to  neutralize  the  aah  of  100  oabte 
oeDtimetera  of  vinegar. 

Two  samples  of  vinegar,  the  products  of  the  Albion  Cider  &  Vinegar 
Company  of  Rochester,  New  York,  were  the  subjects  of  closely  contested 
court  cases,  in  which  expert  chemists  were  employed  by  the  defendants  to 
show  that  they  were  genuine  cider  vinegar,  the  charge  being  that  they  were 
not  exclusively  the  product  of  pure  apple  cider.  There  was  no  difficulty, 
however,  in  proving  the  spurious  nature  of  this  vinegar,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  one  of  them  polarized  more  than  1 2°  to  the  right  in  a  200  millimeter 
tube,  that  malates  were  practicall}'  absent  and  that  more  than  fifty  per  cent, 
of  the  solids  was  made  up  of  commercial  glucose. 

Teat  for  Malic  Acid  in  Vinegar.  —  Add  a  few  drops  of  a  1 0  per  cent, 
solution  of  calcium  chloride  to  some  of  the  vinegar  in  a  test  tube  and  make 
the  mixture  slightly  alkaline  with  ammonia.  Remove  by  filtration  the  pre- 
cipitate which  occurs  at  this  point,  and  to  the  filtrate  add  three  volumes  of 
alcohol.  A  copious  flocculent  precipitate  will  form  if  malic  acid  is  present, 
settling  to  the  bottom  of  the  tube  in  a  few  minutes. 


Miscellaneous  Foods. 

Samples  of  the  following  foods  and  condiments  were  examined  and  found 
to  be  pure,  or  of  good  standard  quality  :  apple  jelly,  acid  phosphate,  brandy 
drops,  baking  powder,  '*  cocoa-cofl'ee,"  coffee  substitute,  caper  sauce, 
•'creamette"  (a  dessert  preparation),  dried  apples,  mixed  spices,  patent 
barley  food,  rolls,  soda,  and  ''tryphosia"  (a  dessert  preparation). 
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Miscellaneoas  samples  worthy  of  comment  are  the  foUowiDg :  — 

Cider,  —  The  single  sample  of  bottled  cider  examined  ifias  foand  to  con- 
tain salicylic  acid. 

Jams  and  Jellies.  — Twelve  samples  of  these  preparations  were  examined, 
only  one  of  which  was  found  to  be  of  good  standard  qaality.  Many  of  the 
adulterated  samples  contained  formulae  on  the  labels,  but  those  formulse  were 
misleading,  in  that  they  did  not  state  oil  the  ingredients  regarded  as  adul- 
terants. Frequently  when  artificial  colors  were  present  this  was  not  stated 
in  the  formula.  The  same  was  often  true  in  regard  to  preservatives. 
Seven  of  the  samples  examined  contained  benzoic  acid  as  a  preservative, 
while  3  contained  salicylic  acid. 

Method  for  detecting  Benzoic  Acid.  —  The  ordinary  test  for  benzoic  acid 
by  extraction  with  ether,  separating  with  ammonium  hydrate  and  treating 
with  ferric  chloride  after  the  ammonia  has  been  driven  off,  as  detailed  in 
the  analyst's  report  of  1899,  page  640,  is  frequently  unsatisfactory  in  the 
case  of  highly  colored  jellies  and  jams,  especially  when  the  coloring  matter 
employed  is  soluble  in  ether.  In  this  case  the  characteristic  color  o'f  the 
ferric  benzoate  is  apt  to  be  obscured  by  the  coal  tar  dye.*  In  such  cases 
the  following  method  of  procedure  is  adopted  :  extract  the  acidified  sample 
with  ether,  add  ammonia  to  the  ether  extract  in  excess  and  evaporate  to 
dryness  in  a  large  watch-glass.  Fasten  with  clips  or  otherwise  another 
watch-glass  of  the  same  size  above  it,  thereby  forming  a  double  convex 
shell,  a  sheet  of  filter  paper  being  preferably  interposed  between  the  two 
glasses,  and  heat  the  lower  watch-glass  on  a  small  sand  bath  or  over  a  low 
flame.  If  benzoic  acid  is  present,  crystals  of  the  same  will  be  sublimed  on 
the  upper  watch-glass,  where  they  may  be  recognized  under  the  microscope, 
or  they  may  be  dissolved  in  dilute  ammonia,  the  solution  evaporated  to 
dryness^  the  residue  taken  up  in  water  and  the  final  solution  tested  by  ferric 
chloride  in  the  usual  manner. 

Grape  Juice,  —  Six  brands  were  examined,  2  of  which  contained  sali- 
cylic acid.  These  were  *'  Fine  Fruit  Grape  Shrub,"  put  out  by  J. 
Hungerford,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  "  Fenner's  Chatauqua  Grape  Juice," 
manufactured  by  Fenner's  Chatauqua  Fruit  and  Grape  Juice  Company, 
Westfield,  N.  Y. 

Ketchup. — Two  brands  were  examined,  both  of  which  were  found  to 
contain  no  added  preservative,  but  to  be  colored  with  a  coal-tar  dye.  They 
were  therefore  classed  as  adulterated,  because  they  bore  no  label  stating 
the  |)re8ence  of  color.  As  an  example  of  the  character  of  the  material 
used  in  many  of  the  cheaper  preparations  of  tomato  ketchup,  the  following 
quotations  are  of  interest,  taken  from  the  circular  of  a  commissioD  mer- 

*  Tho  test  as  ordloarily  carried  oat  ia  alao  iDappllcable  to  anch  prodaets  aa  aweet  pleUea,  Iq  whiek 
benzoic  acid  baa  been  uaed  aa  a  preaervative,  by  reaaon  of  the  preolpltata  of  bMle  ferrle  M«Uta  wbea 
the  ferric  chloride  la  finaUy  applied. 


No.  34.]  FOOD   AND   DRUG   INSPECTION. 


487 


chant  outside  the  state,  the  circular  being  headed  in  large  letters  '^  Tomato 
Pulp  for  Sale,"  and  advertising  some  12  different  grades  for  use  in  making 
ketchup :  — 

^^  One  hundred  barrels  old  goods,  made  partly  from  whole  stock  and 
partly  waste,  boiled  down  nearly  to  catsup  thickness,  has  preservaline  in  it ; 
fine  goods  but  some  of  it  is  fermented ;  packed  in  good  oak  whiskey  and 
wine  barrels.     Price,  $2  per  barrel." 

^^  Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  barrels  new  goods,  made  from  waste, 
has  benzoate  of  soda  in  it^  packed  in  good  whiskey  and  wine  barrels,  at  $3 
per  barrel  net  cash." 

^^  Three  hundred  barrels  old  goods,  partly  whole  stock,  partly  waste, 
?uis  salicylic  acid  in  it ;  nice  goods,  but  some  of  it  is  fermented.  Price,  $2 
per  barrel." 

'*  Four  hundred  barrels  new  goods,  Jersey  style,  gOod  red  color.  Price, 
$3  per  barrel." 

With  prices  as  low  as  the  above  quotations  indicate,  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  a  cheaper  basis  for  ketchup  than  real  tomato  stock  could  be  supplied, 
so  that  pumpkin  pulp  and  other  materials  alleged  to  be  used  for  such  prep- 
arations could  not  be  furnished  at  a  much  lower  price. 

Lime  Juice.  — Five  brands  were  examined,  as  follows :  — 


Bravd. 

Acidity. 

Pretenratlve  or  Color. 

Hub,      .... 

8.02 

—                                               - 

Montego, 

2.29 

Salicylic  acid. 

Geer's 

1.66 

Sulphurous  acid. 

Superior  Crescent, 

2.37 

Salicylic  acid. 

Ginter's,* 

2.76 

Sulphurous  and  salicylic  acid,  also  colored. 

Raspberry  Shrub.  —  The  single  sample  examined  was  found  to  be  colored 
with  a  coal-tar  dye. 

Edible  Fats  and  Oils.  —  Considerable  experimental  work  has  been  done 
during  the  year  on  the  refractometric  readings  of  the  various  edible  oils  and 
fats,  using  the  Zeiss  butyro-refractometer.  Results  showing  readings  at 
various  temperatures  have  for  convenience  been  compiled,  as  follows  :  — f 


*  Since  marked  with  a  correct  formula. 

t  S«e  also  Lytbgoe  Technology  Quarterly,  September,  1903. 
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Headings  on 

Butyro-refractometer  of  Edible  Oils  and  Fats. 

Tkmpkia- 

TUHK  C. 

Cocoanat 
Oil. 

Batter. 

Beef 

Stearine. 

Cacao 
Batter. 

Beef 

Tallow. 

Lard 
Stearine. 

Beef 
Oleo. 

Lard. 

LardOU. 

46.0 

31.6 

41.5 

41.9 

48.7 

'      44.1 

U.9 

46.0 

48.8 

- 

44.6 

31.0 

41.8 

42.2 

44.0 

46.1 

1 
46.8      ,      48.4 

- 

44.0 

82.2 

42.0 

42.4 

44.2 

44.6 

46.6 

46.6 

48.7 

1 

m 

48.6 

82.4 

42.8 

42.6 

44.6 

44.8 

46.7 

46.9 

49.0 

- 

48.0 

82.7 

42.6 

42.9 

44.8 

46.1 

46.0 

46.1 

49.8 

- 

42.5 

32.0 

42.9 

43.2 

46.0 

46.4 

46.8 

46.4 

40.6 

- 

42.0 

33.2 

48.1 

48.6 

46.8 

46.6 

46.6 

46^7            49.0 

- 

41.6 

83.6 

48.4 

48.7 

46.6 

46.8 

46.8 

47.0             60.1 

- 

41.0 

83.7 

43.7 

44.0 

46.9 

46.1 

47.0 

47.8             60.4 

- 

40.5 

84.0 

43.9 

44.2 

46.1 

46.8 

47.3 

47.6            60.7 

- 

40.0 

34.8 

44.2 

44.6 

46.4 

46.6 

47.6 

47.8            61.0 

61.6 

80.6 

84.6 

44.6 

. 

46.6 

46.8 

47.8 

48.1 

61.8 

51.8 

30.0 

84.8 

44.8 

- 

46.8 

47.1 

48.1 

48.4 

61.6 

52.1 

88.6 

35.0 

46.0 

- 

47.1 

47.4 

48.4 

48.7            61.0 

52.4 

88.0 

86.3 

46.3 

- 

47.4 

47.6 

48.6 

48.9      ,      62.1 

52.6 

87.6 

86.6 

46.6 

- 

47.6 

47.8 

48.9 

49.8 

62.4 

52.8 

1 

87.0 

36.8 

46.9 

- 

47.9 

48.1 

49.2 

49.6            62.7 

53.1 

86.6 

36.1 

46.1 

- 

48.2 

48.3 

49.4 

49.8      1       68.0 

53.4 

36.0 

36.3 

46.4 

- 

48.6 

48.6 

49.7 

60.0             63.8 

5S.7* 

85.6 

86.6 

46.7 

- 

48.7 

48.8 

60.0 

60.3            63.6 

54.0 

86.0 

86.9 

47.0 

- 

40.0 

40.1 

60.2 

60.6 

63.9 

54.2 

34.6 

37.1 

47.2 

— 

_ 

- 

60.9 

64.2 

54.5 

84.0 

37.4 

47.6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

61.2 

64.4 

54.7 

83.6 

37.6 

47.8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

61.6             64.7 

65.0 

33.0 

37.9 

48.1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

51.7      i      65.0 

55.3 

32.5 

38.1 

48.3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

52.0 

66.8 

55.6 

32.0 

38.4 

48.6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

62.8 

66.6 

55.9 

31.5 

38.6 

48.0 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

62.6             66.9 

56.1 

31.0 

38.9 

49.2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

62.8      1       66.1     , 

56.4 

30.5 

39.2 

49.5 

- 

- 

-  ■ 

- 

63.1             66.4 

56.7 

30.0 

39.5 

49.8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

63.4             66.7 

57.0 

29.5 

89.7 

60.0 

- 

. 

- 

- 

63.7 

67.0 

57.2 

29.0 

40.0 

60.3 

- 

- 

- 

63.9             67.8 

57.5 

28.5 

40.3 

50.5 

- 

- 

- 

64.1      '      67.6 

57.8 

28.0 

40.5 

50.8 

•            * 

- 

- 

64.4 

67.8 

58.1 

27.5 

40.8 

51.1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

64.7 

68.1 

58.3 

27.0 

41.0 

51.4 

- 

-' 

- 

- 

66.0 

68.4 

58.6 

26.5 

41.3 

51.6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

66.2 

68.7 

58.1 

26.0 

41.5 

51.9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

66.6 

60.0 

59.2 

25.5    ' 

41.8 

62.2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

66.8 

60.8 

M.5 

26.0 

42.0 

52.6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

66.1 

60.6 

59.8 
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Readings  on  Buty 

nhrefradomeler  of  Edible  Oils  and  Fats. 

TOEJiC. 

OllTe 

ou. 

Pemnot 
Oil. 

Cotton 
Seed  Oil. 

lUpe 
Seed  Oil. 

Sesame 
Oil. 

Teliow 

MusUrd 

Oil. 

Black 

MasUrd 
Oil. 

Sunflower 

on. 

Com 
Oil. 

SeeJ%. 

35.0 

57.0 

59.8 

61.8 

62.1 

62.8 

68.0 

64.2 

64.6 

65.0 

66.6 

84.5 

57.2 

60.0 

62.1 

62.4 

62.5 

68.3 

64.6 

64.8 

66.8 

66.8 

34.0 

57.4 

60.8 

62.8 

02.7 

62.8 

68.6 

64.8 

66.1 

65.6 

66.1 

33.6 

57.7 

60.6 

62.5 

68.0 

68.1 

68.9 

66.1 

66.4 

66.9 

66.4 

33.0 

58.0 

60.9 

62.8 

68.8 

63.4 

64.1 

66.3 

66.7 

66.2 

66.7 

32.5 

58.8 

61.1 

63.0 

68.6 

68.7 

64.4 

66.6 

66.0 

66.6 

67.0 

32.0 

58.5 

61.4 

682 

68.8 

64.0 

64.7 

76.9 

66.8 

66.8 

67.8 

31.5 

59.0 

61.7 

68.6 

64.1 

64.8 

66.0 

66.2 

66.6 

67.1 

67.6 

31.0 

59.2 

63.0 

64.0 

64.4 

64.6 

66.8 

66.6 

66.9 

67.4 

67.9 

30.5 

59.5 

62.2 

64.2 

64.7 

64.9 

66.6 

66.8 

67.2 

67.7 

68.2 

30.0 

59.9 

62.5 

64.5 

65.0 

66.1 

65.8 

67.0 

67.5 

68.0 

68.6 

29.5 

60.1 

62.8 

64.9 

66.3 

65.4 

66.1 

67.8 

67.7 

68.3 

68.7 

29.0 

60.3 

63.1 

65.1 

66.6 

65.7 

66.4 

67.6 

68.0 

68.5 

69.0 

28.5 

60.6 

68.3 

65.3 

65.9 

66.0 

66.7 

67.9 

68.8 

68.8 

69.8 

28.0 

60.9 

63.6 

65.7 

66.1 

66.2 

66.9 

68.1 

68.6 

60.1 

09.6 

27.5 

61.1 

63.9 

66.0 

66.4 

66.5 

67.2 

68.4 

68.9 

69.4 

00.9 

27.0 

61.5 

64.2 

66.5 

66.7 

66.8 

67.5 

68.7 

09.2 

09.7 

70.2 

26.5 

62.0 

64.4 

67.0 

67.0 

67.1 

67.8 

69.0 

60.6 

70.0 

70.6 

26.0 

62.2 

64.7 

67.3 

66.3 

67.4 

68.0 

69.2 

69.8 

70.8 

70.8 

25.5 

62.4 

65.0 

67.5 

67.6 

67.7 

68.3 

60.6 

70.1 

70.6 

71.1 

25.0 

63.0 

65.8 

67.9 

67.8 

67.9 

68.6 

69.8 

70.4 

70.9 

71.4 

24.5 

63.3 

65.5 

68.2 

68.1 

68.2 

68.9 

70.1 

70.7 

71.2 

71.7 

24.0 

63.6 

65.8 

68.5 

68.4 

68.5 

60.2 

70.4 

71.0 

71.5 

72.0 

23.5 

63.9 

66.1 

68.8 

68.7 

68.8 

69.5 

70.7 

71.3 

71.8 

72.3 

23.0 

64.2 

66.4 

69.1 

60.0 

69.1 

69.7 

70.9 

71.6 

72.1 

72.6 

22.5 

64.5 

66.6 

69.4 

69.3 

69.4 

70.0 

71.2 

71.9 

72.4 

72.9 

22.0 

64.8 

66.9 

69.7 

69.7 

69.7 

70.8 

71.6 

72.2 

72.7 

73.2 

21.5 

65.1 

67.1 

70.0 

70.0 

70.0 

70.6 

71.8 

72.6 

73.0 

73.5 

21.0 

65.4 

67.4 

70.3 

70.3 

70.3 

70.9 

72.1 

72.8 

78.3 

73.8 

20.5 

65.7 

mm     f. 
04  .  1 

70.6 

70.6 

70.6 

71.2 

72.4 

78.1 

73.6 

74.1 

20.0 

66.0 

68.0 

70.9 

70.8 

70.8 

71.4 

72.6 

78.4 

73.9 

74.4 

19.5 

66.3 

68.2 

71.2 

71.1 

71.1 

71.7 

72.9 

78.6 

74.1 

74.6 

19.0 

66.6 

68.5 

71.5 

71.4 

71.4 

72.0 

73.2 

78.9 

74.4 

74.9 

18.5 

66.9 

68.8 

71.8      . 

71.7 

71.7 

72.3 

73.5 

74.2 

74.7 

75.2 

18.0 

67.2 

69.1 

72.1 

72.0 

72.0 

72.6 

73.8 

74.5 

75.0 

75.6 

17.5 

67.5 

69.3 

72.4 

72.3 

72.3 

72.9 

74.1 

74.8 

76.3 

76.8 

17.0 

67.8 

60.6 

72.7 

72.6 

72.5 

73.1 

74.3 

76.1 

75.6 

76.1 

10.5 

68.1 

69.9 

73.0 

72.9 

72.8 

78.4 

74.6 

75.4 

76.9 

76.4 

16.0 

68.4 

70.2 

78.8 

78.2 

73.1 

78.7 

74.9 

75.7 

76.2 

76.7 

16.5 

68.7 

70.5 

78.6 

1 

73.5 

73.4 

74.0 

76.2 

76.0 

76.5 

77.0 

15.0 

68.9 

70.8 

78.8 

73.8 

78.7 

74.8 

76.6 

76.8 

76.8 

77.8 

490 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


Summary  of  Statistics  of  Food,  exditsive  of  Milk. 


PtrCent. 

Qtnnlne. 

Adoltented. 

Total. 

of 
AdolteratlOD. 

Allspice, 

192 

7 

199 

3.5 

Butter,     . 

124 

41 

165 

24.8 

Canned  goods, 

4 

4 

8 

50.0 

Cassia,     . 

210 

5 

316 

2.8 

Cayenne, . 

60 

6 

66 

9.0 

Cheese,    . 

27 

— 

37 

0.0 

Chocolate  and  cocoa. 

27 

18 

45 

40.0 

Cloves,     . 

165 

31 

196 

15.8 

Coffee, 

123 

2 

135 

1.6 

Condensed  milk, 

60 

8 

68 

11.7 

Confectionery, 

SO 

1 

81 

8.2 

Cream  of  tartar, 

324 

3 

326 

0.6 

Flavoring  extracts : 

Lemon, 

3 

11 

14 

78.5 

Vanilla, 

3 

15 

18 

8S.S 

Ginger,    . 

232 

17 

249 

6.8 

Honey,     . 

28 

15 

43 

34.8 

Lard,        .... 

18 

4 

32 

18.2 

Mace,       .... 

12 

13 

34 

50.0 

Maple  sugar,  . 

6 

- 

6 

0.0 

Maple  syrup,  . 

23 

5 

28 

17.8 

Miscellaneous, 

46 

34 

80 

42.5 

Molasses, 

133 

13 

146 

8.9 

Mustard, .... 

195 

90 

285 

31.5 

Nutmeg,  .... 

7 

— 

7 

0.0 

Pepper,    .... 

350 

33 

383 

8.6 

Tea 

44 

— 

44 

0.0 

Vinegar,  .... 

92 

178 

270 

65.9 

Total, 

. 

• 

2,638 

552 

3,090 

17.8 

Drugs. 

The  pharmacopoeial  drugs  examined,  with  the  results  of  the  analyses  as 
regards  their  relations  to  the  standard,  are  summarized  on  page  493.  Spe- 
cial comment  is  made  on  the  following  articles  :  — 

Acidum  Tannicum,  — Ten  samples  of  the  14  examined  were  foand  impure 
by  reason  of  the  presence  of  resinous  and  gummy  matters,  showing  insuffi- 
cient washing. 

Aqua  Destillata,  —  All  7  of  the  distilled  water  samples  examined  were 
found  to  have  an  appreciable  residue  on  evaporation,  in  one  case  amounting 
to  26  parts  per  100,000.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  ordinary  tap-water 
is  too  often  substituted  for  the  distilled  variety. 

Capsicum.  —  Great  improvement  is  shown  in  the  general  character  of  thiB 
and  other  spices  dispensed  in  the  drug  stores  over  that  of  past  years.  Teo 
samples  only,  out  of  the  79  examined,  were  foand  to  be  adulterated.    Tbe 
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worst  sample  consisted  almost  entirely  of  buckwheat,  turmeric  and  a  coal- 
tar  dye.     Other  adulterants  found  were  wheat  and  corn. 

Cera  Alba  and  Cera  Flava.  —  More  than  half  of  the  waxes  examined 
were  found  to  be  adulterated  with  paraffin. 

Extractum  Olyq/rrhizoi.  —  One  sample  was  found  to  be  adulterated, 
containing  added  corn  starch. 

Glycerinum,  —  Nineteen  samples  out  of  the  143  examined  were  found  to 
be  slightly  arsenical,  showing  a  marked  improvement  over  past  years. 

Liquor  Calcis,  —  Six  of  the  13  samples  examined  were  found  to  be  below 
the  standard  fixed  by  the  Pharmacopoeia,  a  standard  which  is  somewhat 
lower  than  our  experience  with  properly  prepared  lime  water  would  seem  to 
warrant.    The  worst  sample  contained  57  per  cent,  of  the  strength  required. 

Oleum  CaryophyUi.  — The  two  adulterated  samples  of  this  oil  were  found 
to  contain  alcohol,  in  one  case  to  the  extent  of  17  per  cent.  Methods  for 
the  detection  and  determination  of  alcohol  in  essential  oils  are  given  in 
the  analyst's  report  for  1901,  page  476. 

Oleum  Limonis,  —  Twenty- four  samples  were  examined,  17  of  which 
were  found  to  be  adulterated  by  reason  of  the  presence  of  alcohol  or  tur- 
pentine. 

Oleum  Olivce.  —  Thirty-two  samples,  amounting  to  about  one-third  of 
those  examined,  were  adulterated.  Most  of  the  adulterated  samples  con- 
sisted wholly  or  in  part  of  cotton-seed  oil.  One  was  found  to  be  cod-liver 
oil,  but  undoubtedly  was  sold  by  mistake ;  another  sample  contained  from 
11  to  12  per  cent,  of  cocoa-nut  oil,  the  latter  being  rendered  apparent  by 
the  abnormally  high  Reichert-Meissl  number,  and  low  iodine  number  and 
refractive  index ;  a  third  sample  contained  sesame  oil,  as  shown  by  the 
Badonin  test.* 

Ptdvi8  Glycyrrhizas  Compositus.  —  Only  1  sample  of  the  22  examined 
was  found  to  be  impure,  by  reason  of  added  wheat  starch. 

Quinince  Sulphas.  —  Twenty-five  samples  were  examined,  1  of  which  was 
found  with  more  of  the  other  cinchona  alkaloids  than  the  Pharmacopoeia 
allows. 

Sodii  Boras.  —  Twelve  samples  were  examined,  4  of  which  consisted 
largely  of  sodium  bicarbonate. 

Sodii  Phospkas.  —  Seventeen  samples  out  of  the  141  examined  were 
found  to  be  arsenical  beyond  the  limit  fixed  by  Pharmacopoeia.  One 
sample,  which  was  prosecuted  in  court,  contained  80  parts  per  100,000, 
or  nearly  one-tenth  of  1  per  cent  of  arsenic. 

Spiritus  Frumenti.  —  Only  1  sample  out  of  the  8  examined  was  found  to 
conform  to  the  pharmacopoeial  requirements.  All  the  others  were  low  in 
alcohol,  or  high  in  residue,  or  had  insoluble  residues. 

Sulphur  Lotum  and  Sulphur  Prcecipitatum.  —  More  than  half  the  washed 

*  Balletln  66,  Bar«aa  of  ChemlBtry,  United  States  Department  of  Agrioalture,  page  84. 
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sulphurs  were  found  not  to  have  been  properly  washed,  and  all  of  the  pre- 
cipitated sulphurs  contained  lime. 

Spiritus  ^tJieris  NUrosi.  — Thirty-six  samples  out  of  the  40  examined 
were  found  to  contain  insufficient  nitrogen  dioxide.  One  sample  contained 
but  2  per  cent,  of  the  required  amount. 

Tinctura  lodi.  —  Of  the  201  samples  analyzed,  183  did  not  conform  to 
the  standard.  The  results  of  the  analysis  of  these  samples  expressed  in 
percentage  of  the  required  United  States  pharmacopceial  strength  are  as 
follows :  — 

4  samples  were  above  the  United  States  pharmacopoeial  strength. 

17  samples  were  between  90  and  95  per  cent,  of  the  United  States  pharmacopceial  strength. 
47  samples  were  between  80  and  90  per  cent,  of  the  United  States  pharmacopceial  strength. 
57  samples  were  between  70  and  80  per  cent,  of  the  United  States  pharmacopceial  strength. 
29  samples  were  between  60  and  70  per  cent,  of  the  United  States  pharmacopceial  strength. 
13  samples  were  between  50  and  60  per  cent,  of  the  United  States  pharmacopoeial  strength. 
9  samples  were  between  40  and  50  per  cent,  of  the  United  States  pharmacopceial  strength. 

5  samples  were  between  30  and  40  per  cent,  of  the  United  States  pharmacopceial  strength. 
2  samples  were  under  20  per  cent,  of  the  United  States  pharmacopceial  streng^th. 

Tinctura  Opii.  —  Ten  samples  of  laudanum  were  examined,  8  of  which 
were  found  below  the  standard.  The  weakest  sample  contained  .08  per 
cent,  of  crystallized  morphine. 

Miscellaneous  Drugs. 

Intemperance  Cures,  —  Dr.  Grant's  "  Groldcura,"  for  the  liquor  and  drag 
habits,  manufactured  by  the  Canadian  Chemical  Company,  Rutland,  Vt., 
and  sold  for  $5  per  package,  consisted  of  two  bottles  of  liquid  and  one 
small  bottle  containing  pills.  The  two  liquids  were  found  to  contain  41.11 
per  cent,  and  28.22  per  cent,  of  alcohol  by  volume  respectively,  while  the 
pills  contained  nux  vomica  and  were  coated  with  a  very  thin  layer  of  gold 
foil,  which,  ^bv  the  way,  was  the  only  gold  found  in  the  preparation. 

The  White  Ribbon  Remedy,  put  up  by- Dr.  W.  R.  Brown  of  Boston,  par- 
porting  to  contain  gold  and  alkaloids,  consisted  of  twelve  powders  in  a  box 
sold  for  $1.  These  powders  were  found  to  contain  ammonium  chloride 
and  milk  sugar.     Neither  gold  nor  alkaloids  were  found  to  be  present. 

Champagne  Tablets, — This  preparation,  prepared  by  the  Champagne 
Tablet  Company  of  Boston,  claiming  to  be  a  stimulating  and  exhilarating 
sub8titute]for  brandy,  champagne,  whiskey,  etc.,  was  put  out  in  the  form 
of  lozenges  containing  .05  gram  of  caffeine  per  tablet. 

Peanut  Oil,  —  A  sample  of  this  preparation  purchased  at  a  drug  store 
was  found^to  consist  largely  of  cotton-seed  oil. 

Catarrh  Remedy. — One  of  these  preparations  was  found  to  contains 
considerable  amount  of  cocaine  hydrochlorate. 
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Quinine  PUh.  —  Several  brands  of  these  have  been  examined  during  the 
year,  nearly  all  of  which  were  found  to  contain  approximately  the  required 
amount  of  quinine  sulphate.  One  brand  of  pills,  manufactured  by  Arthur 
J.  Conner  of  Boston,  purporting  to  contain  2  grains  each  of  quinine  sul- 
phate, was  found  to  contain  1.4  grains  per  pill  of  total  alkaloids.  The  pills 
also  contained  a  notable  quantity  of  powdered  talc  or  soapstone  (magnesium 
silicate). 

Cigarettes.  —  The  ''Star  Brand  of  Medicated  Cinnanion  Cigarettes," 
purporting  to  contain  no  tobacco,  were  found  to  contain  a  large  proportion 
of  the  latter  in  mixture  with  various  aromatic  herbs  and  cassia. 


Summary  of  Drug  Statistics. 


Oenaine. 


Adulterated. 


ToUl. 


Per  Cent. 

of 

Adalteration. 


Acidum  tannicum,  . 

-Ether,     .... 

Alcohol,  .... 

Aqua  aramonisB  fortior,  . 

Aqua  destillata, 

Capsicum, 

Cera  alba, 

Cera  flava, 

Chloroformum, 

Extractum  glycyrrhizoe, 

Ferri  et  quininse  citrus,  . 

Glycerin  uni,    . 

Liquor  calcis,  . 

Maranta, .... 

Miscellaneous, 

Oleum  caryophylli. 

Oleum  linionis, 

Oleum  oIiTse,  . 

Opii  pulvis,     . 

Potassii  bitartras,    . 

Pulvis  glycyrrhizsB  compositus, 

QuininsQ  sulphas,    . 

Sodii  boras, 

Sodii  phosphas, 

Sodii  phosphas  eflfervescons, 

Spiritus  rotheris  nitrosi, . 

Spiritus  frumenti,  . 

Sulphur  lotum, 

Sulphur  prsBcipitatum,   . 

Svrupus, .... 

llnctura  iodi,  . 

Tinctura  opii,  . 

Zingiber, 

Total, 


4 
6 
6 
1 

69 
3 

32 
1 
1 
6 
124 
7 

31 

29 
2 
7 

71 
2 
3 

21 

24 
8 
124 
6 
4 
1 

11 

6 

18 

2 

8 

636 


10 
1 
6 
3 
7 

10 
6 

40 
2 
1 

19 
6 

24 

2 

17 

32 

1 

1 

1 

4 

17 

36 

7 

29 

11 

3 

183 

8 

1 

488 


14 

6 

12 

4 

7 

79 

9 

72 

3 

2 

6 

143 

13 

31 

53 

4 

24 

103 

3 

3 

22 

25 

12 

141 

6 

40 

8 

40 

11 

9 

201 

10 

9 

1,124 


71.4 
16.6 
50.0 
75.0 
100.0 
12.6 
66.6 
55.6 
66.6 
50.0 

.0 
13.3 
46.1 

.0 
46.3 
50.0 
70.8 
31.0 
33.3 

.0 

4.5 

4.0 

33.3 

12.0 

.0 
90.0 
87.6 
72.5 
lOU.O 
83.3 
91.0 
80.0 
11.1 

43.4 
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Summary  of  Food  and  Drug  Statistics  for  Year  ending  Sept,  30, 1902. 


Oenaine. 


Adulterated. 


Total. 


PerCenu 
Adaltcntsd. 


Milk,  .  .  .  . 
Food  exclusive  of  milk,  . 
Drugs,     .        .        .        . 

Total, 


3,956 

2,538 

636 


7,130 


1,914 
552 
488 


2,954 


5,870 
3,090 
1,124 


10,084 


82.6 
17.8 
43.4 


29.2 


Proprietary  Medicines. 

Id  the  twenty-eighth  anDual  report  of  the  Board,  for  1896,  a  coDdensed 
compilation  was  made  of  the  results  of  -certain  examinations  of  proprietary 
medicines  made  in  prior  years  by  the  analysts  of  the  Board  and  scattered 
through  various  reports. 

Frequent  requests  are  continually  made  for  copies  of  this  report,  and  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  it  is  now  out  of  print  and  further  copies  are  unavail- 
able, it  has  been  thought  best  to  reprint  most  of  the  data  contained  therein 
relating  to  lead  in  cosmetics,  alcohol  in  tonics  and  bitters,  etc.,  caUing 
attention  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  reprinted  analyses  were  made  prior 
to  1897,  and  represent  the  condition  of  the  various  preparations  at  the  time 
they  were  collected.  In  most  cases  the  preparations  were  examined  for  the 
presence  of  a  single  ingredient  only,  to  which  it  was  thought  best  to  call 
especial  attention  on  account  of  its  questionable  effect  upon  health. 

Cosmetics. 

The  following  were  found  to  contain  acetate  of  lead  (sugar  of  lead)  or 
some  active  lead  compound  :  — 


Ayer's  Hair  Vigor  contiined  the  equivalent  of  about 

"  Renown  "  Hair  Restorer  contained  the  equivalent  of  about 

Mrs.  Allen's  Hair  Restorer  contained  the  equivalent  of  about   . 

American  Hair  Restorative  contained  the  equivalent  of  about  . 

Barrett's  Vegetable  Hair  Restorative  contained  the  equivalent  of  about 

Chevalier's  Life  for  the  Hair  contained 

Hall's  Vegetable  Sicilian  Hair  Renewer  contained  the  equivalent  of  about 

Wood's  Hair  Restorative  contained  the  equivalent  of  about 

Ring's  Vegetable  Ambrosia  contained  the  equivalent  of  about . 

Park(*r's  Hair  Balsam  contained  the  equivalent  of  about   . 

Wolf's  Vegetable  Hair  Restorer  contained  the  equivalent  of  about  . 

Champlin's  Liquid  Pearl, 


Per  C«nt  of 

Lead 
contained. 

0.30 
1.86 
2.30 
0.61 
0.22 

Much 
1.75 
1.59 
1.51 
2.M 
0.95 

Much 


Instances ^of  lead  poisoning  have  been  known  to  occur  from  tile  free 
external  use  of  such  preparations  sls  the  foregoing. 
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The  following  coDtained  corrosive  sublimate,  or  some  other  poisonous 
salt  of  mercury,  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  15  grains  per  ounce  :  — 

Harriet  Hubbard  Ayer's  Recamier  Cream,  Balm  and  lotion. 

Madam  Ruppert^s  World  Renowned  Face  Bleach. 

Madam  Yale's  Excelsior  Complexion  Bleach. 

HilTs  Freckle  Lotion. 

Soule's  Freckle  and  Moth  Eradicator. 

Perry's  Freckle  Lotion. 

Oriental  Cream. 

Mrs.  McCorrison's  Famous  Diamond  Face  Lotion  (14.7  grains  to  the  ounce). 

Rojal  Cream. 

In  one  instance  a  six-ounce  bottle  contained  47  grains  of  corrosive  sub- 
limate ;  another  contained  14  grains  of  the  bichloride  per  ounce.  It  is  not 
surprising  that  instances  of  serious  harm  were  reported  from  the  use  of 
such  articles. 

Tonics  and  Bitters, 

The  following  were  examined  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  percent- 
age of  alcohol  in  each.  Some  of  them  have  been  recommended  as  temper- 
ance drinks :  — 

Per  Cent,  of 

Alcohol 
(by  Volume). 

«»  Best"  Tonic, 7.6 

Carter's  Physical  Extract, 22.0 

Hooker's  Wigwam  Tonic, 20.7 

Hop  Tonic, 7.0 

Hoofland's  German  Tonic, 29.3 

Howe's  Arabian  Tonic,  "  not  a  rum  drink,*' 13.2 

Jackson's  Golden  Seal  Tonic, 19.6 

Liebig  Company's  Coca  Beef  Tonic, 23.2 

Mensman's  Peptonized  Beef  Tonic, 16.6 

Parker's  Tonic,  "  purely  vegetable,"  recommended  for  inebriates,  .        .  41.6 

Schenck's  Sea  Weed  Tonic,  "  entirely  harmless," 19.6 

At  wood's  Quinine  Tonic  Bitters, 29.2 

L.  T.  Atwood's  Jaundice  Bitters, 22.3 

Moses  Atwood's  Jaundice  Bitters, 17.1 

Baxter's  Mandrake  Bitters, 16.6 

Boker  s  Stomach  Bitters, 42.6 

Brown's  Iron  Bitters, 19.7 

Burdock  Blood  Bitters, 25.2 

Carter's  Scotch  Bitters, 17.6 

Colton's  Bitters, 27.1 

Copp's  White  Mountain  Bitters,  "  not  an  alcoholic  beverage,"         .        .  6.0 

Drake's  Plantation  Bitters, 83.2 

Flint's  Quaker  Bitters, 21.4 

Goodhue's  Bitters, 16.1 

Greene's  Nervura, 17.2 

Hartshorn's  Bitters, 22.2 
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Per  Ceiit,  of 
Alcobol 
(by  Volanw). 

Hoodand's  German  Bitters,  "  entirely  vegetable  and  free  from  alcoholic 

stimulant," 25.6 

Hop  Bitters, 12.0 

Hostetter's  Stomach  Bitters, 44.3 

Kaufman's  Sulphur  Bitters,  **  contains  no  alcohol  *'  (as  a  matter  of  fact, 

it  contains  20.5  per  cent,  of  alcohol  and  no  sulphur),  .        .        .        .  20.5 

Kingsley's  Iron  Tonic, 14.9 

Langley's  Bitters, 18.1 

Liverpool's  Mexican  Tonic  Bitters, 22.4 

Paine's  Celery  Compound, 21.0 

Pierce's  Indian  Restorative  Bitters, 6.1 

Puritana, 22.0 

Z.  Porter's  Stomach  Bitters, 2.7.9 

Pulmonine, 16.0 

Rush's  Bitters, 85.0 

Richardson's  Concentrated  Sherry  Wine  Bitters, 47.5 

Secor's  Cinchona  Bitters, 13.1 

Shonyo's  German  Bitters, 21.5 

Job  Sweet's  Strengthening  Bitters, 29.0 

Thurston's  Old  Continental  Bitters, 11.4 

Warner's  Vinegar  Bitters,  **  contains  no  spirit," 6.1 

Warner's  Safe  Tonic  Bitters, 35.7 

Warren's  Bilious  Bitters, 21.5 

Wheeler's  Tonic  Sherry  VVine  Bitters,  19, 18.8 

Wheat  Bitters 13.6 

Faith  Whitcomb's  Nerve  Bitters 20.3 

Dr.  Williams's  Vegetable  Jaundice  Bitters, 18.5 

Whiskol,  "  a  non-intoxicating  stimulant,  whiskey  without  its  sting,"       .  28.2 
Colden's  Liquid  Beef  Tonic,  "recommended  for  treatment  of  alcohol 

habit," 26.5 

Ayer's  Sarsaparilla, 26.2 

Thayer's  Compound  Extract  of  Sarsaparilla, 21.5 

Hood's  Sarsaparilla, 18.8 

Allen's  Sarsaparilla, 13.5 

Dana's  Sarsaparilla, - 13.5 

Brown's  Sarsaparilla, 13.5 

Corbett's  Shaker  Sarsaparilla, 8.8 

Rad way's  Resolvent, 7.9 

The  dose  recommended  upon  the  labels  of  the  foregoing  preparations 
varied  from  a  teaspoon ful  to  a  wineglassful,  and  the  frequency  also  varied 
from  one  to  four  times  a  day,  '^  increased  as  needed." 

*'  Blood  Purifiers.** 
An  examination  of  the  '' sarsaparilla"  remedies,  or  *^ blood  purifiers/' 
was  made  in  1892,  and  in  nearly  every  instance  the  remedy  was  foand  to 
contain  iodide  of  potassium  in  variable  amounts. 
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The  following  list  presents  the  percentage  of  iodide  of  potassium  foand  in 
those  samples  which  have  been  submitted  to  the  analyst  for  examination :  — 

Sarsaparilla  Remedies, 


Per  Cent,  of 

Per  Cent,  of 

Namb. 

Iodide  of 

Namb. 

Iodide  of 

— 

PotEMlum. 

PotBMlum. 

Wilson's,  .... 

0.32 

Woodward's,    . 

1.88 

Howe's,    . 

0.33 

Dudley's, 

1.50 

White's,    . 

0.38 

Cherry  &  Wingate's, 

1.55 

No  name. 

0.41 

Jaynes's, . 

1.69 

Charles's, 

0.41 

Nlm's 

1.67 

Mahern's, 

0.41 

Raynsford's,    . 

0.68 

Ayer's, 

0.4o 

Adams's, .... 

0.75 

Bartlett's, 

0.60 

Broad  &  Co.'s, 

0.75 

No  name. 

0.50 

Hood's,    .... 

0.75 

No  name, 

0.50 

Hutchinson's,  . 

0.75 

Packanrs, 

0.58 

Dr.  White's,     . 

0.75 

Coleman  &  Co' 

8, 

0.83 

Cherry  &  Wingate's, 

1.67 

Bass's, 

0.84 

!  Mattison's, 

2.00 

Brown's,  . 

1.00         ! 

'  Myrick's, 

2.12 

Leavitt's,  . 

1. 00 

■■  Leavitt's, . 

2.17 

Moriarty's, 

1.11 

Church's, 

2.26 

Dana's, 

' 

1.17 

1 

Supplementary  to  the  above  lists  as  quoted  from  the  1896  report  are 
given  the  following  results,  obtained  more  recently :  — 

Starch  in  Diabetic  Flour  or  Oluten.* 


Per  Cent. 

Starch. 


Price 

per  Poand 

(Cents). 


10.00 
16.M 
18.00 
66.20 
M.28 
03.38 
64.29 
64.46 
64.29 
68.74 
59.04 


80 
20 

50 
25 
15 
11 
30 


Lat)el  on  Package. 


ManQfiu:turer. 


CeetQB  DiabeUc  Flour,  . 
CeetuB  Diabetic  Floor,  . 
CeatUB  Diabetic  Flour,  . 
Pure  Veirelable  Gluten, 
Whole  Wheat  Qluteo,  . 
Bulk.       .... 

Balk 

UnBurpa^sed  Qluten  Flour, 

Bulk 

Bulk 

Oum  QlutoD.t  "Protein  in  ita purest 
form.*' 


American  Health  Food  Company. 
American  Health  Food  Company. 
American  Health  Food  Company. 
T.  Metcalf  Company. 
Health  Food  Company,  New  York. 
American  Health  Food  Company. 
Johnaon  Educator  Food  Company. 
Johnaon  Educator  Food  Company. 


The   Pure  Gluten   Food  Company, 
New  York. 


*  From  report  of  1899,  Bute  Board  of  Health,  page  644. 


t  Analyzed  in  1902. 


Also  the  following  medicines  for  alcohol :  — 

Per  Cent,  of 

Alcohol 
(by  Volume). 

HoflPs  Extract  of  Malt  and  Iron, 6.24 

Peruna, 28.69 

Vinol,  Wine  of  Cod  Liver  Oil 18.88 

Lydia  Pinkham's  Vegetable  Compomul, 20.61 

Dr.  Kilmer^s  Swamp  Root, 7.32 

Dr.  Peter's  Kuriko V^.^Jft 
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Arsenic  in  Paper,  Fabrics,  etc. 

During  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1902,  the  work  done  under  chapter 
213,  section  6,  of  the  Revised  Laws  is  summarized  as  follows :  — 

Arsenic  Samples^   Tear  Ending  Dec.  31  y  1902. 


Above 
Legal  Limit. 

Below 
Legal  Limit. 

Total. 

Enamel  cloth,       .... 
Wall  papers,        .... 

Cloth 

Miscellaneous 

1 

4 
4 
2 

13 

7 

1 

1 

17 

11 

3 

Totals, 

11 

21 

32 

Of  the  wall  papers  found  to  contain  arsenic  above  the  legal  limit  of  one- 
tenth  of  a  grain  per  square  yard,  3  samples  were  of  a  peculiar  soft  grain  and 
texture  intended  to  resemble  cloth,  and  were  found  to  contain  respectively 
.3  grain,  .5  grain  and  1.4  grains  per  square  yard,  the  latter  sample  being 
of  a  pale  green  color.  One  sample  of  white  enamelled  cloth  contained 
exactly  .1  grain  per  square  yard.  A  sample  of  green  window  shade 
material  was  also  found  to  contain  arsenic  slightly  above  the  limit.  The 
worst  cases  of  arsenical  goods  were  found  to  be  four  samples  of  striped 
awning  cloth,  on  account  of  which  prosecutions  were  brought  in  court. 
These  samples  contained  from  9.8  to  12.6  grains  of  metallic  arsenic  per 
square  yard.  Their  high  arsenical  content  was  claimed  to  be  due  to  insaf- 
ficient  washing  or  to  neglect  of  washing  before  the  goods  left  the  factory. 

Inspection  op  Liquors. 

By  chapter  110  of  the  Acts  of  1902,  the  duties  before  exercised  by  a 
specially  appointed  inspector  and  assayer  of  liquors  were  transferred  to  the 
State  Board  of  Health.  All  samples  regularly  submitted  by  the  proper 
officers  of  the  towns  and  cities  throughout  the  State  have  been  analyzed  by 
the  writer.  For  the  fraction  of  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1902, 108  samples 
have  been  analyzed,  prosecutions  in  court  being  the  result  in  many  cases. 
The  following  circular  regarding  liquor  inspection  was  prepared  by  the 
Board  and  sent  out  for  the  information  of  those  having  to  do  with* the  seiz- 
ure of  liquors  :  — 

(KomnumfDealt^  0I  Passac^fiisttts. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


Circular  relating  to  Inspection  of  Liquors. 

Boston,  BCass.,  March  1, 1902. 
The  attention  of  selectmen  and  others  is  called  to  chapter  110,  Acts  of  1902,  in 
accordance  with  which  the  powers  hitherto  exercised  by  the  Inspector  mod  Asstyer 
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of  Liquors  have  been  transferred  to  the  State  Board  of  Health.  Yonr  attention 
is  called  to  the  following  points :  — 

All  packages  sent  by  express  must  be  sealed  and  prepaid.  They  should  be 
addressed  to  the  analyst  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  Room  601,  State  House, 
Boston.  Each  sample  must  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate,  as  required  by  chap- 
ter 100  of  the  Revised  Laws,  and  must  bear  a  mark  or  label  corresponding  with 
the  certificate."'  It  is  much  better  to  send  an  officer  with  the  sample  than  to  send 
by  express.  Beer  should  be  in  pint  or  other  round  beer  bottles.  Flat  flasks  fre- 
quently burst  in  warm  weather. 

Beer  kept  in  a  warm  place  often  ferments,  thus  increasing  the  amount  of 
alcohol.  The  question  is  frequently  asked  in  court,  *•  How  long  after  seizure  has 
this  been  kept?  "  To  meet  this  point,  due  diligence  should  be  used  in  forwarding 
the  sample.    All  beer,  if  possible,  should  be  forwarded  the  day  it  is  seized. 

Liquors  sent  under  sections  46  and  67  of  chapter  100  of  the  Revised  Laws  must 
be  sealed  and  accompanied  by  an  order  from  the  proper  authorities,  as  named  in 
section  67. 

All  analyses  of  liquors  are  made  without  expense  to  the  town  or  city  requesting 
such  examinations. 

Directions  for  taking  Samples  for  Analysis, 

The  officer  making  a  seizure,  or  taking  samples  of  beer,  should  note  at  the  time 
of  such  seizure  the  general  appearance  of  the  liquor,  —  as  to  whether  it  is  clear 
or  cloudy,  whether  it  is  still  or  has  a  strong  head. 

If  the  liquor  is  in  bottles,  take  at  least  one  pint  bottle ;  if  in  barrels,  draw  a  pint 
bottle  from  each.  Request  the  owner  to  seal  each  sample  taken.  If  the  bottles 
have  cork  stoppers,  cut  the  stoppers  off"  level  with  the  top  of  the  bottle  and  cover 
with  wax ;  if  with  patent  stoppers,  a  little  wax  placed  upon  the  wire  at  the  point 
where  it  lays  against  the  neck  of  the  bottle  is  sufficient.  If  the  owner  refuses  to 
seal  it,  then  the  officer  should  seal  it  in  his  presence,  calling  his  attention  to  the 
fact.  Before  leaving  the  premises,  place  upon  the  bottle  a  label  or  tag,  with  the 
date,  the  name  of  the  owner  and  the  name  of  the  officer  upon  it,  and  also  the  name 
of  the  town  or  city.  Then  place  in  a  box,  with  the  certificate  required  by  law,  and 
forward  without  delay  to  the  analyst. 

Form  of  Label. 


Town. 


Date  of  seizure 19 

Own  er 


Rind  of  liquor. 
Brewer 


*  TbtM  eertlfleatet  can  be  obtained  oq  applieation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Oommon wealth. 
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The  form  of  certificate  accompanying  each  sample,  returnable  to  the 
officer  after  examination  by  the  analyst,  is  as  follows.  This  certificate  is 
intended  to  be  accepted  as  evidence  in  cases  of  prosecutions. 

ss 19    . 

To  the  State  Board  of  Health : 

I  send  herewith  a  sample  of 

taken  from  liquors  seized  by  me 19    . 

Ascertain  the  percentage  of  alcohol  it  contains,  by  volume,  at  sixty  degrees 
Fahrenheit,  and  return  to  me  a  certificate  herewith  upon  the  annexed  form. 
Seized  from 


Conmtonbtalt^  of  ^([assac^astffs. 

No OrnOE  OF  THB 

STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Boston, 19   . 

This  is  to  certify  that  the received  by  me 

with  the  above  statement  contains per  cent,  of  alcohol, 

by  volume,  at  sixty  degrees  Fahrenheit.  *^ 

Received. _19    . 

Analysis  made .19    . 


[seal.]  Analy9t  State  Board  of  Health. 

Analyses  of  liquors  are  kept  on  record  in  the  food  and  drug  laboratory 
of  the  Board  on  library  cards,  as  follows :  — 

No Condition 

County_      _        ._ Kind  of  Bottle 

City  or  Town Registered — 

Officer . Analyzed 


Defendant Wt.  Flask  and  Ale. 

Address Wt.  Flask 

Kind  of  Liquor -. Wt.  Ale. 


Seized  _      _  .  _  Sp.  Gr.  Ale.  (60°)  _ 

Received Per  Cent.  Alcohol. 

How  Delivered Reported 

Sealed 


Respectfully  submitted, 


ALBERT  E.   LEACH, 

Analyst' 
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REPORT 


UPON  THE 


Production,  Distribution  and  Use  of  Diphtheria 

Antitoxin 


WOK  THE 


Year  ended  March  31,  1903.     ' 


During  the  eight  years  ended  March  31,  1903,  the  State  Board^of  Health 
has  carried  on  the  work  of  producing  and  distributing  antitoxin  for  the 
treatment  of  diphtheria,  with  the  consequent  diminution  of  the  fatality  of 
this  disease.  The  work  was  conducted  under  the  provisions  of  the  organic 
act  creating  the  Board,  whereby  it  was  empowered  to  ^^  take  cognizance  of 
the  interests  of  health  and  life  among  the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth." 

By  an  act  of  1903,  however,  definite  authority  is  now  given  to  the  Board 
to  ^^  produce  and  distribute  antitoxin  and  vaccine  lymph"  for  the  '*'  use  of 
the  people  of  the  Commonwealth"  (chapter  480,  Acts  of  1903). 

The  following  report  relates  to  the  work  of  the  Board  in  this  direction 
during  the  year  ended  March  31,  1903,  that  period  having  been  selected 
«ince  the  work  of  distribution  practically  began  in  April,  1895,  although 
the  preparatory  work  was  begun  in  the  fall  of  1894. 

In  the  last  annual  report  a  summary  was  presented  of  the  work  of  the 
last  seven  years,  with  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  saving  of  life  effected 
by  the  general  introduction  of  the  use  of  antitoxin  throughout  the  State. 
The  returns  of  1,979  additional  cases,  reported  during  the  past  year,  only 
confirm  and  add  cumulative  testimony  to  the  foregoing  report.  Of  these 
there  were  203  deaths,  or  10.6  per  cent.  Of  the  whole  number  of  cases, 
however,  only  1,401  were  determined  by  examination  to  be  positive  cases 
of  diphtheria,  and  of  these  1,401  there  were  138  deaths,  or  9.8  per  cent. 

In  the  table  which  was  published  in  the  report  of  last  year,  and  is  here- 
with reproduced  with  the  additional  figures  for  1902,  it  was  shown  that 
while  the  diphtheria  death-rate  in  the  first  half  of  the  period  had  risen  to 
more  than  10  per  10,000  of  the  population  nine  times  in  twenty-one  years, 
in  the  last  half  of  the  period  it  has  risen  only  once  above  10  per  10,000, 
and  then  only  to  10.2.  The  death-rate  from  diphtheria  had  antitoxin  not 
been  used  in  the  past  eight  years,  according  to  a  careful  calculation  pub- 
lished in  the  last  annual  report,  would  have  risen  to  10.6,  12.4,  11.0,  14.7 
4ind  10.9  in  the  years  1895,  1896,  1897,  1900  and  1901. 
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The  mean  an  Dual  death-rate  from  diphtheria  during  the  past  ten  years, 
1893-1902,  during  the  greater  portion  of  which  antitoxin  was  in  use 
throughout  the  State,  was  only  5.03  per  10,000  living,  and  there  are  not 
ten  other  successive  years  in  the  whole  period  of  forty-two  years,  1861- 
1902,  in  which  the  death-rate  from  this  disease  was  so  low. 

The  reported  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  State  in  the  past  Ove  years  (not 
deaths)  were  as  follows  :  — 


1898, 3,980 

1899 7,134 

1900 12,641 


1901, 
1902, 


9,798 
7,036 


The  total  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  in  1902  was  873,  which  is 
the  least  number  in  any  year  except  one  since  1874. 


DeaUh-raie  from  Diphtheria  in  Massachusetts,  Forty -two  Years  (^1861-1902). 


TBAB8. 


1861,  . 

1802,  . 

1863,  . 

1864,  . 

1865,  . 

1866,  . 

1867,  . 

1868,  . 

1869,  . 

1870,  . 

1871,  . 


v'u  o 


8.9 
9.2 
18.2 
15.9 
9.3 
6.4 
4.5 
5.7 
5.4 
4.6 
5.0 


Tears. 


1872, 
1878, 
1874, 
1875, 
1876, 
1877, 
1878, 
1879, 
1880, 
1881, 
1882, 


B  V  «s 

2-*= 

•  A  5  • 


4.9 

4.7 

5.7 

11.4 

19.6 

18.7 

14.6 

13.1 

13.4 

13.1 

9.6 


Ykahs. 


1883,  . 

1884,  . 

1885,  . 

1886,  . 

1887,  . 

1888,  . 

1889,  . 

1890,  . 

1891,  . 

1892,  . 


aU    I 
•  * 

•*  — -Jo 


8.6 
8.6 
7.8 
7.8 
7.9 
8.7 
10.2 
7.8 
5.3 
6.2 


Ykais. 


1803.  . 

1894,  . 

1895,  . 

1896,  . 

1897,  . 

1898,  . 
Iw9, 
IMO,  . 

1901,  . 

1902,  . 


a 


•  « 


Q 


5.8 

7.4 

7.1 

6.6 

5.5 

2.6 

8.7 

5.8 

4.1 

S.O 


10.6 
12.4 

n.o 

5.6 

9.0 

14.T 

10.9 

7.4 


Tlie  following  summary  relates  to  the  operations  of  the  Board  relative 
to  the  production,  distribution  and  use  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  for  the 
twelve  months  ended  March  31,  1903.  The  use  of  antitoxin  is  approxi- 
mately an  index  of  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria. 

As  a  condition  of  the  use  of  antitoxin  by  boards  of  healthi  physicians, 
hospitals  and  others  it  was  required  that  a  return  should  be  made  in  each 
case  where  antitoxin  was  used,  upon  blank  forms  furnished  by  the  Board, 
upon  which  the  details  of  each  case  were  to  be  recorded. 

It  should  be  understood  that  the  Board  is  not  merely  a  prodocer  and 
distributer  of  antitoxin,  but,  under  the   provisions  of  (be  statoteSi  the 
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)oard  is  authorized  to  ''  make  sanitary  iDvestigations  and  inquiries  iu 
espect  to  the  causes  of  disease,  and  especially  of  epidemics,  and  the 
ources  of  mortality."  So  far,  therefore,  as  the  relation  of  antitoxin  to 
be  saving  of  life  from  diphtheria  is  concerned,  the  Board  cannot  carry  out 
he  provisions  of  this  law  unless  it  is  aided  by  the  hearty  co-operation 
»f  the  physicians  who  use  the  product  which  is  prepared  by  the  Board,  and 
ire,  therefore,  the  best  judges  as  to  its  efficiency.  By  far  the  larger  num- 
)er  of  returns  received  by  the  Board  is  furnished  by  the  different  hospitals 
low  existing  in  the  larger  cities,  established  for  the  reception  of  persons 
nffering  with  infectious  diseases.  If  practising  physicians  were  as  careful 
s  most  of  the  hospital  authorities  to  render  an  account  of  the  antitoxin 
rhich  is  furnished  to  them,  this  report  would  be  much  more  complete  than 
b  is  now  practicable  to  make  it. 

The  supervision  of  antitoxin  production  has  been  carried  on,  as  in  former 
ears,  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Theobald  Smith,  at  the  Bussey  Institute, 
ear  the  Forest  Hills  station  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford 
tailroad  in  Roxbury.  The  distribution  has  been  conducted  at  the  State 
louse,  from  the  office  of  the  Board. 

The  strength  of  the  serum  employed  has  varied  from  800  to  450  units 
er  cubic  centimeter,  and  the  serum  has  usually  been  issued  in  a  5  cubic 
entimeter  vial,  containing  1,500  units.  For  convenience,  a  vial  contain- 
ig  20  cubic  centimeters  has  also  been  employed  for  use  where  several 
atients  are  to  be  treated  at  once,  or  where  unusually  large  doses  are  used, 
'be  serum  has  been  distributed  throughout  the  whole  State,  wherever  it 
as  been  called  for,  to  local  boards  of  health,  to  contagious  disease  hos- 
itals  and  to  physicians  in  private  practice,  the  latter  being  usually  sup- 
lied  through  the  local  boards  of  health.  In  many  instances  the  local 
oard  of  health  has  placed  it  in  charge  of  a  druggist,  where  it  could  be 
btained  at  any  time  during  the  day  or  night. 

The  total  number  of  packages  issued  by  the  Board  during  the  eight  years 
ading  with  March  31,  1903,  was  as  follows :  — 


In  1895-1896  (year  ending 
In  1896-1897  (year  ending 
In  1897-1898  (year  ending 
In  1898-1899  (year  ending 
In  1899-1900  (year  ending 
In  1900-1901  (year  ending 
In  1901-1902  (year  ending 
In  1902-1903  (year  ending 


March  31), 
March  31), 
March  31), 
March  31), 
March  31), 
March  31), 
March  31), 
March  31), 


Total, 


1,724  bottles. 

3,219  bottles. 

4,668  bottles. 
12,491  bottles. 
31,997  bottles.* 
58,389  bottles.* 
40,211  bottles,* 
33,475  bottles.* 


181,174  bottles. 


*  Tbeie  Damben  have  reference  to  the  actual  Dumber  of  bottlea  iatued  Id  package!  of  about  1,600  uDlta 
ch.  Id  order  to  make  this  comparable  with  the  flgurea  of  the  flrat  three  yeara  (1895-98),  a  package 
1/MO  uoita  thookl  be  employed  at  aataDdard,ao  that  the  159,073  bottlea  distributed  durlog  the  laat 
nr  jeara  would  be  equivalent  to  about  238,000  of  the  strength  at  first  employed. 
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Ad  account  was  kept  during  ,tbe  year  of  the  amount  of  antitoxin  em- 
ployed in  each  case,  with  few  exceptions,  the  result  of  which  is  shown  in 
the  following  table  :  — 


Amodmt  of  Aktitoxin       ,  Number  of 
UsKD.                          Cases. 

Deaths. 

Amouxt  or  Aktitoxim 

USKD. 

Nnml>erof 
Cues. 

Deaths. 

Less  thnn  1,000  uolts,    . 
1,000  to  1,500  UDiU, 
1,600  to  2,000  UDiU, 
2,000  to  8,000  UDits, 
8,000  to  4,000  UDiU, 

15 
17 

168 
7« 

267 

4 
2 

11 
4 

26 

4,000  to  5,000  UDits,    . 

5,000  to  10,000  UDits, . 
10,000  to  15,000  UDiU,  . 
15,000  to  20,000  UDiU,  . 
20,000  aud  mofe  uoiu. 

483 
802 
104 
161 
100 

27 
49 
14 
82 
83 

There  were  1,026  reported  cases  in  which  the  amount  of  antitoxin  ad- 
ministered did  not  exceed  5,000  units  in  each  case,  and  there  were  846 
reported  cases  in  which  the  dose  exceeded  5,000  units.  Of  these  latter 
there  were  484  in  which  the  dose  exceeded  10,000  units,  and  169  in  which 
it  exceeded  20,000. 

The  whole  number  of  cities  and  towns  to  which  antitoxin  was  distributed 
during  the  year  was  155,  or  3  less  than  those  which  were  published  in  the 
report  of  1901.  Among  these  are  included  at  least  30  public  and  private 
hospitals  and  other  establishments  to  which  distribution  was  made,  the 
quantity  used  in  these  institutions  being  about  one-half  of  the  whole  prod- 
uct distributed  during  the  year.  The  actual  number  of  cities  and  towns 
in  each  year  was  probably  somewhat  larger  than  these  figures,  since  a  few 
of  the  more  distant  cities  acted  as  distributing  centres  for  small  towns  in 
their  neighborhood,  and  in  some  instances  no  returns  were  made  from  these 
towns.  This  serum  was  distributed  to  local  boards  of  health  and  to  physi- 
cians in  the  following  cities  and  towns  ;  — 

Number  of  Bottles  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  distributed  from  April  J,  1902^  to 

March  31, 1903. 


CiTT  OB  Town. 


Number  of 
Bottles. 


Boston  : 

City  Hospital, 

Ctiildren's  Hospital,     .... 

St.  Mary's  Infant  Asylum,  . 

MaasachnseUs   Charitable    Eye   and 

Ear  Infirmary. 
West  End  Nursery,      .... 

Massachusetts  Homceopaihlc  Hospital, 

Massachusetts  OeDeral  Hospital, 

Schoolship  '*  Enterprise,"   . 


9,067 

1,200 

260 

176 

66 

58 

26 

12 


City  ob  Towh. 


Somber  ef 
B«ule«. 


Boston : 
Parental  School, 
Gwynne  Home, 
General  tnpplyt 

Lowell, 

Gloucester, 

Cambridge, 
Hospital, 

Bomerville.        • 


f 

3 

1,913 
!,«< 
1,171 

soo 
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mber  of  BoUtes  of  DiphUteria  Anliioxin  distributed  from  April  1,  1902,  to 
Mnr'-h  Hi  JOOS  —  Coaixaa^. 
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Number  of  BottUs  of  D^Miieria  ArdUoain  diatribuUd  from  Aprit  1.  1902.  b) 
March  32   iS05 —  Continued, 


Dl|tatan,     . 

M»yr..rd.  ,        . 

Middle  borongb, 
MllUmrj,  . 
NHdbun.  . 
North  Brook fleld, 
eioDEtaim.. 
WlllUoiilawn,  . 

WlJbnhim,  , 
AULhorongh.  . 
Cohiiicl,  . 

UOMDD,       . 

Nortli  Andour, 

Boolh  Mudla;.  . 
Swunpxiall,      . 
Wabiur.    . 
W((l  fiprlDKllBli], 

Beverly,     ,        . 
DoukIh,    . 
Dover, 

Eul  Bridge  wilier. 
Foiborough.      . 
GirdDsr.    . 
HopWnlon, 
Notlb  AKleboroiiil 

n'e>ia«i<i, . 


FriUBSton, . 
Ajer.  .  . 
Hunrar,  . 
Klnptira,  . 
WUInun, . 
Bontbbotonib,  . 

Bedfoid,    . 

ChdbltB,  . 
FUmODIb, . 
Hudwlok, 
HlDIfanni,  . 
HlnwlBle,  . 
HolbHiok, . 
JaffenOD,  . 
llinhBald, 
UUIti, 

NorLhunpIon,  . 

Pepper.ll, . 

Hblrlej',      . 
BoolbuoptOB.   . 
Bterllni,     . 
SwiDKm    . 

Tilbury.  .  . 
Ware, 

Ware  ham, 
Wait  BofliloD. 
Weal  port.  . 

Wllllaouliurg,  . 
Wotlhlnglon,  . 
Uiiupolaakt,     . 
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Number  of  BoUles  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  distrOmted  from  April  1,  1902,  to 

March  31,  iPOd  — Concluded. 


CiTT  OB  TOWV. 


Namberof 
Bottles. 


BUndford, 
Dudley,     . 

SdgMtOWD, 

Ij«leest«r,  . 
MenimAe, . 


8 
8 
8 
8 
8 


CRT  OB  Tomi. 


Namberof 
Bottles. 


Walpoto, 
Weeiford, 
Norton, 
ToUl, 


8 
8 
S 


83,476 


From  the  foregoing  list  it  appears  that  the  number  of  packages  of  anti- 
toxin used  in  1902  was  less  by  6,736  than  the  number  used  in  the  preceding 
year,  and  less  by  19,914  than  were  used  in  1900,  the  difference  being  due 
to  the  difference  in  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  in  these  years.  The  num- 
ber of  cities  and  towns  in  which  more  than  100  bottles  were  used  in  each 
was  35,  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  but  the  average  number  used  in 
each  of  these  cities  and  towns  was  considerably  less  in  1902. 


Summary   Observations   upon   the  Use  of  Diphtheria   Antitoxin  in 
Massachusetts  during  the  Year  ended  March  31,  1903. 

The  whole  number  of  returns  of  cases  treated  with  diphtheria  antitoxin 
furnished  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  during  the  year  ended  March  31, 
1903,  to  hospitals  and  to  local  boards  of  health  for  use  in  general  practice 
was  2,149.  Of  this  number,  1,979  were  returns  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
treated  with  antitoxin,  and  170  were  returns  of  other  persons  who  had  been 
exposed  to  infection  and  were  treated  for  the  purpose  of  immunization. 
These  cases  constitute  only  a  fraction  of  those  which  were  treated  during 
the  year  in  the  State  with  antitoxin  famished  by  the  Board,  since  very 
many  physicians  failed  to  make  returns  to  the  Board. 


Cases  in  which  a  Bacterial  Examination  was  made. 

The  same  methods  of  classification  are  continued  in  this  report  as  were 
adopted  in  the  reports  of  the  previous  seven  years.  The  cases  in  which 
cultures  were  made  are  classified  into  positive  and  negative  cases.  Diag- 
nostic examinations  were  made  in  1,632  cases  reported  to  the  Board  as 
having  been  treated  with  antitoxin,  and  of  these,  1,401  proved  to  be  gen- 
uine cases  of  diphtheria  and  231  gave  a  negative  result. 


510 


STATE   BOARD   OF   HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


Positive  Oases, 

Of  the  1,401  positive  cases,  or  those  in  which  a  diagnosis  of  diphtheria 
was  made  by  bacterial  cultures  from  the  throat  of  the  patient,  there  were 
1,263  recoveries  and  138  deaths,  or  9.8  per  cent.,  the  results  of  thQ  previ- 
ous years  having  been,  respectively,  13.7, 11.6,  8.2,  7.9, 11.4,  9.4  and  10.1 
per  cent. 

Sex,  —  The  number  of  males  was  670  and  the  deaths  of  these  were  69, 
or  10.3  per  cent.  The  females  w^re  731,  and  the  deaths  of  these  were  69, 
or  9.4  per  cent. 

Ages,  —  The  following  table  shows  the  cases  and  deaths  by  ages :  — 


Year  ended  March  31,  1903, 


Gates. 

Deatiu. 

1 

Fatautt  (Put  Curt.). 

AOB  PsmioDi. 

1»M. 

IMl. 

From  0  to    2  years. 

From  2  to    5  years. 

From  6  to  10  years. 

Over  10  years,        .... 

Age  unknown,        .... 

116 
841 
899 
502 
44 

81 
40 
88 
26 
9 

26.9 

11.7 

8.3 

5.0 

20.6 

20.2 

14.0 

8.6 

2.7 

12.8 

1,401 

188 

9.8 

10. 1 

Day  of  Illness  when  Antitoxin  was  first  administered.  —  The  following 
table  presents  the  fatality,  according  to  the  day  of  illness  on  which  the 
antitoxin  was  Orst  administered  :  — 


Cams. 

Deaths. 

Fatality  (Pe«  Cbht.)- 

DAT. 

1 

1908. 

1901. 

1900. 

1899. 

1998. 

1897. 

1899.  18M. 

First,      . 

144 

14 

9.8 

9.6 

6.4 

9.8 

8.2 

8.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Second, . 

392 

26 

6.7 

6.7 

6.0 

6.6 

1.8 

8.9 

9.5 

9.7 

Third,    . 

364 

20 

6.6 

9.4 

7.7 

12.8 

6.2 

7.0 

8.8 

8.7 

Fourth,  . 

182 

23 

12.7 

12.5 

11.3 

14.1 

13.2 

3.0 

22.7 

15.4 

Fiftli,     . 

80 

16 

19.0 

17.0 

14.8 

15.6 

11.8 

11.8 

0.0 

22.2 

Sixth,     . 

62 

11 

18.0 

16.0 

21.1 

17.9 

20.0 

0.0 

14.3 

20.0 

Seventh, 

26 

4 

15.4 

18.4 

13.7 

27.1 

9.6 

30.0 

25.0 

88.3* 

Eighth  and  later. 
Unknown, 

74 

13 

17.8 

18.5 

16.8 

14.7 

10.4 

13.6 

16.6 

- 

77 

12 

^ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  SeveDth  day  and  later. 


The  value  of  the  foregoing  table  consists  mainly  in  the  definite  statemenft 
of  the  fatality  of  cases  according  to  the  day  of  illness  at  which  mntttoxia 
treatment  was  begun.    In  general^  It  shows  that  the  ratio  of  tiiooe«  ia 
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treatment  depends  largely  upon  the  early  date  at  which  antitoxin^is  first 
administered.  A  fuller  and  more  conclusive  summary,  embracing  the  whole 
period  of  eight  years  and  containing  greater  numbers,  may  be  found  on  a 
later  page. 

The  cases  in  which  antitoxin  treatment  was  begun  either  upon  the  first, 
second  or  third  days  of  illness  constituted  64  per  cent,  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  positive  cases  reported  to  the  Board  to  which  antitoxin  was  adminis- 
tered during  the  year  under  consideration. 

Hospitals  and  Private  Practice, 


In  hospitals. 

In  private  practice, 


FaUlity 
(Percent.). 


1,003 
398 


11.2* 
6.5* 


*  TbU  apparent  dlflereoce  In  the  fatality  of  hoapital  and  of  general  or  ontaide  treatmeot  with  aoti- 
tozlo  ia  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  a  eonalderable  number  of  severe  and  fatal  eas«  of  diphtheria^ 
which  were  treated  by  phyalclana  In  general  practice,  were  reported  as  having  been  transferred  to  a 
hoepital  after  one  or  more  days  of  home  treatment  and  died  at  the  hospital. 

Seasons  of  the  Year.  — The  cases  embraced  in  the  foregoing  enumeration 
occurred  in  the  following  order :  — 


MOKTHS. 

Cases,  j  Deaths. 

Mouths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

1902. 

April,        .... 

May 

June,        .... 
July,         .... 
August,    .... 
September, 

127 
115 
111 

80 

87 

108 

13 
15 
12 
9 
6 
10 

l»Ot. 

October,. 
November,     . 
December, 

190S. 

January, 

February, 

March,    .... 

Total  six  months,    . 

1 

153 
171 

109 

117 
106 
ll.S 

11 
12 
17 

11 

10 
19 

Total  six  months,     . 

628 

65 

r 

769 

73 

By  the  foregoing  table  it  appears  that  there  were  628  positive  cases 
reported  in  the  warmer  months,  with  65  deaths,  and  769  cases  in  the 
colder  months,  with  73  deaths.     In  4  cases  the  date  was  not  given. 

Negative  Cases. 

The  reported  cases  in  which  a  negative  result  was  obtained  were  231 ; 
and  the  deaths  of  these  were  16,  or  6.9  per  cent. 

Sex, — The  males  were  109,  with  11  deaths,  or  10.1  percent.,  and  the 
females  122,  with  5  deaths,  or  4.1  per  cent. 

Age.  —  The  percentage  of  fatality  at  each  of  four  age  periods  was  as 
follows:  0  to  2  years,  31.2  per  cent. ;  2  to  5  years,  14.8  per  cent. ;  5  to 
10  years,  1.8  per  cent. ;  and  none  over  10  years. 
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Summary  of  the  Eight  Years  ended  March  31,  1903. 

Positive  Cases  treated  with  Antitoxin. 

Whole  number  of  positive  caees  for  the  eight  yeare,  11,555;  deaths, 
1,148  ;  fatality,  9.9  per  cent. 
Sex.  —  The  fatality  by  sexes  was  as  follows  :  — 


Six. 


Males, 
Females, 


FaUUty 
(Percent). 


10.6 
9.2 


The  sex  of  90  was  not  stated ;  16  deaths. 
Ages,  —  The  fatality  by  ages  was  as  follows  :  — 


AGK   PBRIOD8. 

Catei. 

.  Deaths. 

FauUtj 
(Percent). 

0  to    2  years 1,284 

2  to    6  years j       3,656 

6  to  10  years !       3,362 

Over  10  years, 2,898 

Age  unknown,   .        .  " 366 

286 
463 
242 
109 
49 

22.2 
12.7 

7.fi 
3.8 

Hospitals  and  Private  Practice, 


Cases. 

Deaths. 

FaUUir 
(Percent). 

In  hospitals, 

In  private  practice, 

8,131 
3,424 

890 
265 

10.9 
7.4 

Cases  in  ichich  no  Bacteriological  Examination  was  made  duritig  the  Tear 

ended  March  31,  1903. 

Reports  were  received  of  347  cases  where  antitoxin  was  employed  in 
which  no  cultures  were  taken.  Of  this  number,  289,  or  83.3  per  cent., 
occurred  in  general  practice  and  the  remainder  were  reported  from  hos- 
pitals.    Of  the  whole  number,  49  proved  fatal,  or  14.1  per  cent. 

Sex. — The  number  of  males  in  this  class  was  152,  and  the  deaths  of 
these  were  26,  or  17.1  per  cent.  The  number  of  females  was  194,  and  the 
deaths  of  these  were  23,  or  11.8  per  cent.  The  number  of  those  whose 
sex  was  unknown  or  not  stated  was  1. 

Age.  —  The  following  table  presents  the  cases  and  fatality  by  ages  among 
this  class  so  far  as  observations  were  made  :  — 
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AttB  PCBIODI. 


Cum. 


DmUu. 


FaUUty 
(PtrCent.). 


From  0  to  2  years, 
From  2  to  5  years, 
From  6  to  10  years. 
Over  10  years,  . 
Age  unknown,  . 


38 

94 

104 

109 

5 


11 

19 

16 

4 

0 


29.0 

20.2 

14.4 

8.7 


The  higher  fatality  of  this  class  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  many  of  the 
cases  embraced  in  the  retarns  are  described  as  *'  moribund  "  or  '^  beyond 
help"  or  ''in  extremis"  when  antitoxin  was  administered.  They  were 
consequently  beyond  the  reach  of  remedial  aid,  and  in  many  of  them  it 
was  impracticable  to  make  a  bacterial  diagnosis. 

Sequelaj:. 

Temporary  skin  eruptions,  usually  of  brief  duration,  are  of  very  common 
occurrence  after  the  administration  of  antitoxin.  Frequently  these  erup- 
tions are  quite  mild  and  confined  to  a  small  area  adjoining  the  place  of 
injection,  while  occasional  instances  occur  in  which  the  eruption  spreads 
throughout  the  entire  surface  of  the  body,  or  at  least  a  portion  of  its  area. 

During  the  year  under  consideration  such  eruptions  or  rashes  are  reported 
as  occurring  in  672  instances,  or  83.9  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  re- 
ported upon.  Of  this  number,  87  per  cent,  were  mild  in  character  and  the 
remainder  severe  or  extensive. 

Albuminuria  was  reported  in  195  instances,  of  which  89  per  cent,  were 
slight,  or  consisted  of  a  trace  only.  The  presence  of  albuminuria,  how- 
ever, has  no  significance  as  relating  to  the  administration  of  antitoxin,  since 
albuminuria  is  present  according  to  good  authorities  in  the  majority  of 
severe  cases  of  diphtheria.* 

Operations. 

Tracheotomy,  an  operation  which  was  once  quite  commonly  resorted  to 
in  severe  cases  of  laryngeal  diphtheria,  appears  to  have  been  largely  sup- 
planted by  the  more  safe  and  simple  operation  of  intubation.  It  is  reported 
as  having  been  performed  20  times  during  the  year,  with  16  deaths. 

Intubation  is  reported  as  having  been  performed  148  times  during  the 
year,  with  50  deaths,  or  33.8  per  cent.,  a  greater  fatality  than  that  of  the 
previous  year. 

The  different  diseases  which  are  met  with  as  complications  of  diphtheria 
independently  of  the  use  of  antitoxin  appear  to  depend  for  their  frequency 
largely  upon  the  relative  prevalence  of  these  diseases  throughout  the  State. 
Scarlet  fever  and  measles  having  been  more  or  less  prevalent  in  1902,  these 
diseases  were  occasionally  met  with  in  the  hospitals  as  complications  with 


•  Osler'i  "  Practice  of  Medicine,*'  2d  edition,  page  115. 
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diphtheria.  Scarlet  fever  was  reported  as  a  complication  in  99  instaDces 
and  measles  in  19.  In  most  instances  the  complication  adds  to  the  severity 
of  the  cases  and  increases  the  fatality,  but  not  to  so  great  an  extent  as 
when  pneumonia  supervenes.  Pneumonia  and  broncho-pneumonia  were 
reported  as  complications  in  28  cases,  of  which  there  were  18  deaths. 

The  most  important  lesson,  repeated  in  former  reports,  to  which  the 
experience  of  each  successive  year  adds  emphasis,  is  the  necessity  of  the 
early  administration  of  antitoxin  in  each  and  every  case. 

Immunization. 

Returns  of  cases  in  which  antitoxin  had  been  used  for  the  purpose  of  the 
immunization  of  persons  who  had  been  exposed  to  the  infection  of  diph- 
theria were  received  in  170  cases,  69  in  hospital  and  101  in  general  practice. 
Undoubtedly  it  was  used  in  a  considerably  larger  number  of  instAnces  for 
this  purpose,  but  returns  were  not  made.  The  average  dose  employed  for 
this  purpose  was  about  900  units. 

General  Summary,  1895-1902. 

Positive  cases  treated  in  the  eight  years  ending  March  31, 1903,  and  re- 
ported to  the  State  Board  of  Health, 11,555 

Cases  in  which  no  bacteriological  examination  was  made,       .        .        .       2,923 

Total, 14,478* 

Deaths  of  these, 1,516 

Fatality  (per  cent), 10.5 

Sexes. 

The  number  of  males  who  were  treated  was  f 6,755 

The  number  of  females  who  were  treated  was  f 7,560 

The  number  whose  sex  was  not  stated  was  f 163 

Total, 14,478' 

Deaths  of  males, 755 

Fatality  of  males  (per  cent.), 11.2 

Deaths  of  females, 736  • 

Fatality  of  females  (per  cent.), ^-1 

Deaths,  sex  not  stated, 25 

The  following  table  contains  the  results  of  those  cases  only  which  bad 
been  determined  by  a  culture  examination  to  be  positive,  with  reference  to 
the  fatality  of  the  disease  in  each  group  of  cases,  considered  in  relation  to 
the  stage  of  the  disease  when  antitoxin  was  first  administered. 

*  Id  this  Doraber  (14,478)  1,470  cases  Id  which  a  bacterial  dlagnoaia  showed  negaUve  resoltsare  oot 
Included,  so  that  the  whole  namber  treated  with  antitoxin  of  which  returns  were  made  to  the  Boar4 
was  15,948. 

t  Except  eases  determined  to  be  "  negative." 
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Nothing  can  be  more  conduBive  than  the  camolative  testimony  of  these 
figures,  supported  as  they  are  by  similar  experience  elsewhere,  as  to  the 
importance  of  the  earliest  possible  administration  of  antitoxin  in  the  treat- 
ment of  diphtheria.  Each  day's  delay  renders  the  liability  to  a  fatal  result 
greater. 

The  fatality  of  the  cases  which  were  treated  with  antitoxin  very  early  in 
the  course  of  the  disease  (that  is,  before  the  termination  of  forty-eight 
hours  from  its  onset)  was  only  6.7*  per  cent.,  or  317  deaths  in  4,717  cases, 
while  that  of  the  cases  which  were  not  thus  treated  until  the  sixth  day  or 
later  was  as  high  as  17.6  per  cent.,  or  nearly  three  times  as  great. 


Day  of  AdministrcUion, 


DAT. 


Casei. 


Deaths. 


Fatality 
(Per  Cent). 


First, . 

Second, 

Third, 

Fourth, 

Fifth, . 

Sixth  and  later, 


1,488 
8,284 
2,654 
1,687 
864 
1,242 


114 
203 
239 
218 
137 
220 


7.9 

6.2 

9.0 

12.9 

16.9 

17.6 


A  considerable  number  of  cases  and  deaths,  in  which  the  day  of  admin- 
istration was  not  stated  in  the  returns,  is  excluded  from  this  table. 


*  The  anm  of  the  ezperienee  of  the  flrat  two  daya  la  ezpreaaed  in  thla  flgme. 
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DffHTHERU  Cultures  examined  during  the  Tear 

ENDED  March  31, 1903. 


During  the  year  ended  March  31, 1903, 2,904  cultures  have  been  received 
from  123  towns  and  cities  in  the  State.  Of  these  cultures  1,267  were  made 
for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis  and  1,637  for  release  from  quarantine.  The 
following  table  gives  the  number  of  cultures  received  from  the  different 
towns  and  cities  and  the  results  of  the  examinations :  — 


Whole 

Number  of 

Cnlturee 

examined. 

CULTURJM  SXAMIVBD  FOB 
DlAOKOBIS. 

Coltoxci 

ClTT  OB  TOWW. 

PoslUve. 

Negitlve. 

DoabtfliL 

for  KelMM 

fromQiur- 

antine. 

Abington, 
Adams,  . 

1 
1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Andover, 

8 

3 

5 

— 

- 

Arlington, 
Attleborough, 
Avon,     . 

15 
1 
4 

3 
2 

4 
1 

— 

8 

1 
1 

Barnstable, 

1 

_ 

1 

. 

- 

Belmont, 

1 

1 

. 

— 

- 

Berlin,  . 

1 

1 

~ 

— 

- 

Beverly, 
Bolton,  . 

18 

1 

1 

9 

1 

— 

S 

1 

Boston,  . 

2 

1 

1 

— 

- 

Bourne, . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

- 

B  mi  n  tree. 

17 

6 

4 

— 

8 

Brido^ewater, 

3 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Brookfield,     . 

1 

.. 

. 

. 

1 

Brookline, 

1 

1 

_ 

-> 

- 

Chelsea, 

61 

17 

19 

— . 

25 

Cheshire, 

.    1 

. 

1 

-. 

- 

Clinton, 

16 

1 

7 

— 

7 

Cohasset, 

17 

3 

5 

. 

9 

Concord, 

23 

5 

7 

-. 

11 

Danvers, 

32 

7 

10 

~ 

15 

Dedhara, 

7 

2 

2 

— 

8 

Digiiton, 

1    ! 

• 

— 

. 

1 

Dover,    . 

3 

~ 

2 

. 

1 

Duxbury, 
Everett, 

6 
200 

1 
32 

4 
37 

1 

1 
130 

East  Bridgewater, 

3 

— 

3 

— 

•" 
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CULTUXM  ■XAMIHCO  VOB 

DiAOHonn. 

Coltiiree 

Whole 

Knmber  of 

ColtarM 

•SAmlnAil 

City  ob  Towv. 

for  Beleate 
firom  Qnar- 

examined. 

Poeltiye. 

Negative. 

DonbtAil. 

antlne. 

on,  ...... 

149 

16 

17 

11& 

loath, 

8 

-i 

1 

— 

^ 

3orough, . 

12 

— 

12 

— 

— 

aingham. 

15 

6 

8 

- 

a 

icester,    . 

19 

14 

4 

1 

— 

It  Barrington, . 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

on, .... 

5 

1 

2 

— 

2 

^eland,     . 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

over, 

1 

-. 

1 

- 

— 

rard. 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

erhill. 

13 

3 

7 

1 

2 

^ham, 

6 

~ 

4 

•~ 

2 

)rook. 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

edale. 

1 

■. 

1 

— 

-> 

kinton,    . 

4 

1 

— 

- 

3 

,      «        .        . 

8 

— 

8 

— 

~ 

e  Park,    . 

79 

5 

11 

— 

63 

rich, 

12 

2 

8 

— 

2 

jston. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

rence. 

21 

5 

15 

— 

1 

iiinster,  . 

14 

2 

11 

1 

— 

ington,     . 

11 

1 

5 

— 

^ 

low, 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

n,     . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

ien, . 

263 

32 

39 

2 

190 

sfield, 

1 

— 

1 

-. 

— 

blehead,  . 

31 

7 

17 

- 

7 

1  borough, 

415 

59 

38 

~ 

318 

shfield,    . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

field, 

28 

3 

4 

— 

21 

ford, 

110 

21 

41 

— 

48 

way. 

6 

2 

1 

- 

3 

rose, 

84 

6 

18 

2 

58 

dleborough,     . 

6 

1 

1 

- 

4 

brd, 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

is,    . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

on,  . 

127 

19 

46 

- 

62 

son. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

tucket. 

1 

1 

-i 

— 

— 

V/j!Wf      •                   •                   ■ 

12 

2 

4 

— 

6 

dham. 

5 

4 

~ 

1 

'bury. 

1 

1 

— 

- 

'bury  port. 

56 

15 

35 

- 

6 

th  Adams, 

64 

19 

9 

— 

26 

th  Attleborough, 

5 

1 

1 

— 

3 

ton, . 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

well. 

4 

2 

— 

— 

2 

wood. 

5 

1 

3 

- 

1 

ige, . 

1 

- 

1 

- 

— 

ner, . 

2 

— 

2 

- 

- 

30dy, 

27 

4 

8 

^ 

15 
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CCLTUBXS  KXAMIirXD  FOB 

DiAOHOilS. 

Coltani 

Whole 

Number  of 

Cultures 

*«Bm{||Al 

CITT  OB  TOWH. 

for  KcietM 
from  Qoar* 

examined. 

Positive. 

Nc«aUye. 

Doubtful. 

antlDc. 

Pittsfield, 

36 

5 

15 

16 

Plymouth, 

6 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Princeton, 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- 

Quincy, . 

83 

14 

29 

— 

40 

Randolph, 

6 

2 

4 

— 

- 

Reading, 

66 

11 

28 

- 

27 

Revere,  . 

12 

2 

7 

1 

2 

Rockland, 

29 

5 

7 

— 

17 

Rockport, 

12 

1 

3 

— 

8 

Salem,   . 

137 

25 

20 

— 

92 

Salisbury, 

2 

1 

1 

— 

- 

Saugus, . 

8 

- 

1 

- 

7 

1  Situate, 

9 

2 

2 

— 

5 

Sherborn, 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Shirley, . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

- 

Somerville,    . 

81 

17 

24 

— 

40 

Southborougl 

'i 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Southbridge, . 

4 

2 

1 

— 

1 

Spencer, 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- 

Stoneham, 

5 

2 

3 

. 

- 

Stoughton,     . 

44 

7 

8 

— 

29 

Swampscott, 

10 

2 

6 

2 

- 

Taunton, 

1 

— 

- 

— 

1 

Tempi eton,    , 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- 

Tisbury, 
Wakefield,     . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

. 

12 

. 

6 

_ 

6 

Walpole, 

5 

— 

4 

— 

1 

Warren, 

12 

3 

6 

— 

S 

Wellesley,     , 

18 

2 

4 

- 

12 

Westborough, 

8 

1 

5 

- 

2 

West  Bridgewater 

1 

— 

- 

— 

1 

Westford, 

2 

• 

1 

.i- 

1 

Westport, 

1 

- 

1 

— 

- 

'West  Newbury, 

2 

— 

- 

— 

2 

W^estwood,     . 

2 

1 

- 

. 

1 

Weymouth,    . 

5 

8 

— 

1 

1 

Williamstown, 

2 

1 

1 

. 

1 

Wilmington, . 

6 

— 

4 

1 

'         1 

Winchester,   . 

66 

6 

24 

1 

35 

Winthrop, 

101 

16 

17 

1 

68 

Wobnrn, 

23 

3 

14 

1 

5 

Worth  ington. 

4 

1 

— 

. 

8 

Wrentham,    . 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Total,      . 

t 

« 

1 

• 

2,904 

486 

1 

764 

17 

1.687 
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Persistence  op  DiPHTHERiii  in  the  Throats  of  Patients  Convalescent 

OF  Diphtheria. 

Among  these  cases  are  includecT  only  those  in  which  frequent  cultures 
were  made  until  the  throat  was  free  from  the  bacilli.  The  time  of  persis- 
tence is  given  from  the  date  of  the  earliest  symptoms  to  when  the  bacilli 
were  last  found  in  cultures  from  the  throat. 


TiMB  OP  PBSBMTSKCE. 

Namber  of 
Cases. 

TiMB  OP  PBMI8TBKCB. 

Number  of 
Caoet. 

1  week  or  less, 

1  to  2  weeks, 

2  to  3  weeks, 

3  to  4  weeks, 

4  to  5  weeks, 
^  to  6  weeks, 

6  to  7  weeks, 

7  to  8  weeks. 

»                * 

■ 

1 

16 

105 

179 

150 

111 

58 

25 

15 

8  to    9  weeks,  . 

9  to  10  weeks,  . 

10  to  11  weeks,  . 

11  to  12  weeks,  . 

12  to  13  weeks,  . 

13  to  14  weeks,  . 

14  to  15  weeks,  . 

9 

1 
0 
0 

1 

0 

1 

RelcUion  of  Clinical  to  Bacteriological  Diagnosis. 


Bactbuoloqical  Diagnosis. 

Clinical  Diagnosis. 

Positive. 

Negatlvs. 

Donbtfiil. 

Positive  in  415  cases, 

Negative  in  291  cases, 

Doubtful  in  868  cases, 

Not  given  in  193  cases, 

255 
37 

122 
72 

156 
251 
242 
115 

4 
3 
4 
6 

Total, 

486 

764 

17 

Belalion  of  Bacteriological  Diagnosis  to  the  Day  of  Taking  of  Culture, 


Baotrkiolooioal  Diagnosis. 

1 

Percentage 

DAT  OP  DISBASB  ON  WHICH  CCLTURB  WAS  TAKKN. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Doubtful. 

of  Positive 
Cases. 

First  day, ;        27 

41 

__ 

39.7 

Second  day,   . 

146 

259 

2 

i    35.9 

Third  day^     . 

1       136 

209 

6 

38.7 

Fourth  day,   . 

61 

95 

3 

38.4 

Fifth  day,      . 

.  1        39 

58 

3 

39.0 

Sixth  day. 

13 

25 

— 

34.2 

Seventh  day, . 

;      8 

15 

1 

33.3 

Over  seven  days,  . 

■ 

.  i        26 

21 

— 

55.8 

Not  stated,     . 

• 

30 

41 

2 

41.1 

Total,     . 

9                           * 

t 

1 

1 

1 

486 

764 

17 

38.4 
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SUMMART  OF  THE    SeYEN   YeABS   ENDED    MaBCH   31,    1903. 

The  whole  number  of  caltares  examined  daring  the  seven  years  ia  as 
follows:  — 


In  1896-97  (year  ended  March  81, 1897), 
In  1897-98  (year  ended  March  81, 1898), 
In  1898-99  (year  ended  March  81, 1899), 
In  1899-1900  (year  ended  March  81, 1900), 
In  1900-1901  (year  ended  March  81, 1901), 
In  1901-1902  (year  ended  March  81, 1902), 
In  1902-1908  (year  ended  March  31, 1903), 

Total,        ...... 


1,469 
2,204 
1^91 
3,258 
5,173 
4,119 
2,904 

20,718 


Of  these  20,718  cultures,  9,568  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis 
and  11,150  for  release  from  quarantine.  Of  the  cultures  made  for  diag- 
nosis 4,046  were  positive,  5,364  were  negative  and  158  were  doubtful. 

In  2,101  cases,  in  which  frequent  cultures  were  made  until  the  throat 
was  free  from  the  bacilli  of  diphtheria,  the  average  time  of  persistence  of 
the  bacilli  from  the  date  of  earliest  symptoms  was  25.2  days. 

In  9,568  cultures  examined  for  diagnosis  the  relation  of  clinical  to  bac- 
teriological diagnosis  was  as  follows :  — 


Clinical  Diaomous. 


Bactbriolooical  Diagnosis. 


Positive. 


Negatlre. 


DonbtAiL 


Positive  in  3,496  caaes, 
Negative  in  1,948  cases, 
Doubtful  in  2,447  cases, 
Not  given  in  1,677  cases. 


2,225 
369 
832 
624 


1,227 
1,546 
1,577 
1,013 


44 

33 
38 
40 
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EXAMINATION  OF  SPUTUM  AND  OTHER  MATERUL 

SUSPECTED  OF  CONTAINING  THE  BACILLI 

OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 


luring  the  ;ear  ended  March  31,  1903,  microacopical  examination  has 
1  made  of  928  Bpecimens  of  sputum  and  other  material  suspected  of 
gaining  the  bacilli  of  tuberculosis.  Tbis  material  was  received  from 
different  towns  and  cities  in  the  State.  The  following  table  gives  the 
«a  from  which  the  material  was  received  and  the  results  of  the  exam- 
ions  :  — 


f 



>.,  »• ....... 

1 

1 

j 

1 

1 

i 
1 

1 

j 

1 

iglon, . 

ms.      . 
over,  . 
ngtpa, 

S.""' : 

Bboroagh, 

"Btable, 
ford.    . 
nont,  . 

tk  stone, 
on,      . 

ISlOD,   . 

ikflel'd! 
.kline. 
1  bridge, 
Imsford, 
isea.    . 
(hire,  . 
ton,     . 
wset,  . 

11 
11 

18 
H 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

a 

1 

4 

1 
1 

1 

H 

1 
1 
1 

1 
3 

I 

I 
10 

i 

2 

I 

1 

e 

1 
- 

" 

- 

1 
1 

8 
1 

t 

S 

1 
- 
J 

- 
1 
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Ages.  —  The  relation  of  bacteriological  diagnosis  to  age  is  shown  in  the 
following  table :  — 


Age  Pshiods. 

Number  of 

Cases 
examined. 

PotltiTe. 

Kegatlre. 

Doubtfol. 

Perceotss« 

ofpoeitjire 

CaM«. 

From  0  to  10  years. 
From  10  to  20  years. 
From  20  to  80  years. 
From  80  to  40  years. 
From  40  to  50  years. 
From  60  to  60  years. 
From  60  to  70  years. 
From  70  to  80  years. 
From  80  to  90  years. 
Age  not  stated. 

19 

129 

277 

208 

115 

48 

29 

12 

2 

89 

2 

46 

no 

79 

41 

11 

7 

39 

17 

83 

167 

129 

72 

37 

21 

12 

2 

60 

1 

2 

1 

10.5 

34.9 
39.7 
88.0 
35.7 
22.9 
24.1 
00.0 
00.0 

Total, 

1 

1                               9 

928 

334 

690 

4 

43.8 

Sex.  —  The  relation  of  bacteriological  diagnosis  to  sex  is  shown  in  the 
following  table :  — 


BAOTBUOLOOICAL  DiAOKOSia. 


Females. 


Sexoot 
suted. 


Positive  cases, 
Negative  cases, 
Doabtful  cases, 

Total,      . 


334 

169 

146 

690 

263 

300 

4 

2 

2 

928 

434 

447 

20 
27 

0 


47 


Clinical  Diagnosis,  — The  relation  of  clinical  diagnosis  to  bacteriological 
diagnosis  is  as  follows  :  — 


Clinical  Diagnosis. 


Baotskiolooioal  Diaoxosu. 


DoaMfU. 


Positive  in  828  cases,   . 
Negative  in  14o  cases. 
Doubtful  in  184  cases, 
Not  given  in  271  cases, 

Total  in  928  cases. 


170 

167 

26 

119 

62 

132 

87 

182 

334 

690 

1 
1 


Duration  of  Disease, — The  relation  of  bacteriological  diagnoelB  to  the 
duration  of  the  disease  is  shown  below :  — 
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DURATIOH  or  DlSEASB  TO  THB  TiMB  OV 

ExAMiiUTioif  OF  Sputum. 


BAOTBKIOLOOICAL  DIAOHO8I8. 


Positive. 


1  month  or  less, 

1  to  2  months, 

2  to  3  months, 

8  to  6  months, 
6  to  9  months, 

9  to  12  months, 
1  to  2  years,  . 
Over  2  years. 
Not  given,     . 

Total,     . 


23 
40 
36 
60 
16 
38 
26 
16 
81 


334 


Negative. 


88 
78 
68 
78 
7 

32 

22 

38 

189 


690 


Uoabtfol. 


1 

2 


Percentage 

of  Poeitlve 

Caaes. 


20.6 
33.9 
37.6 
43.6 
69.6 
64.3 
64.2 
27.8 
29.8 


36.9 


SUMMART   OF  THE   SeYKN  YbARS  ENDED   MaRCH   81,    1903. 

The  number  of  specimens  of  sputum  and  other  material  examined  for  the 
bacilli  of  tuberculosis  during  the  seven  years  ended  March  31,  1903,  is  as 
follows :  — 

In  1896-1897  (year  ended  March  31, 1897) 124 

In  1897-1898  (year  ended  March  31, 1898) 236 

In  1898-1899  (year  ended  March  31, 1899), 414 

In  1899-1900  (year  ended  March  31, 1900), 671 

In  1900-1901  (year  ended  March  31, 1901), 746 

In  1901-1902  (year  ended  March  31, 1902), 797 

In  1902-1903  (year  ended  March  31, 1903), 928 

Total, 3,816 

Of  these  8,816  specimens,  1,667,  or  41.1  per  cent.,  contained  the  bacilli 
of  tuberculosis,  in  2,199  specimens  the  bacilli  were  not  found  and  in  60 
specimens  the  bacteriological  diagnosis  was  doubtful. 

Ages.  —  Of  682  specimens  from  persons  who  were  under  twenty  years 
of  age  36.9  per  cent,  were  positive;  of  the  2,436  specimens  from  persons 
who  were  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  fifty  years  44.2  per  cent,  were 
positive ;  and  of  the  428  specimens  from  persons  who  were  over  fifty  years 
of  age  22.9  per  cent,  were  positive.  The  age  was  not  given  in  396  cases. 
Of  the  positive  cases  213,  or  13.6  per  cent.,  were  under  twenty  years  of 
age,  1,081>  or  68.9  per  cent.,  were  between  twenty  and  fifty  years  of  age, 
97,  or  6.2  per  cent.,  were  over  fifty  years  of  age,  and  in  176  the  age  was 
not  stated. 

Sex.  —  Of  the  8,816  cases  from  which  material  was  examined,  1,772 
were  males,  1,886  were  females  and  the  sex  was  not  stated  in  208.  Of  the 
male  cases  42.8  per  cent,  and  of  the  female  cases  89.8  per  cent,  were 
positive. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER. 


WiDAL,  Agglutinative  or  Serum  Test. 

During  the  year  the  method  for  collecting  blood  for  the  Widal  or  agglo- 
tinative  test  described  in  the  report  for  1900  continued  to  be  used. 

The  blood  specimens  examined  are  given  in  the  two  following  tables. 
In  the  first  they  are  grouped  according  to  towns.  The  whole  number  of 
specimens  received  is  given  and  divided  into  positive  and  negative,  accord- 
ing to  the  outcome  of  the  test.  Fifty-seven  towns  sent  to  the  laboratory 
217  specimens,  of  which  65  were  positive  and  152  negative. 

In  the  second  table  the  results  of  the  examination  are  arranged  acconl- 
ing  to  the  day  of  the  disease  on  which  the  blood  was  collected.  From  this 
table  it  will  be  seen  that  positive  cases  are  not  encountered  antil  the  sixth 
day  of  the  disease.  Since  the  agglutination-reaction  may  not  appear  antil 
the  second  week  of  the  disease,  or  even  later,  the  blood  of  cases  examined 
with  negative  result  during  the  first  week  should  be  again  examined  in  the 
second  or  third  week. 

The  discovery  in  different  countries  of  a  considerable  number  of  cases 
of  disease  closely  simulating  typhoid  fever,  but  responding  negatively  to 
the  Widal  test  with  typhoid  bacilli,  has  led  to  the  discovery  of  a  group  of 
bacilli,  presumably  the  cause  of  these  attacks,  which  resemble  the  typhoid 
bacillus  but  are  readily  distinguished  from  it  by  certain  bio-chemical  tests. 

At  present  the  laboratory  is  not  in  position  to  recognize  such  types  of 
disease.  In  order  to  make  a  diagnosis  it  would  be  necessary  to  test  a 
series  of  these  so-called  paratyphoid  and  paracolon  bacilli  with  the  blood, 
which  would  have  to  be  sent  in  considerably  larger  amounts  than  is  needed 
for  the  simple  test  with  the  typhoid  bacillus. 

Fortunately,  these  aberrant  typhoid-like  affections  are  milder  than  gen- 
uine typhoid  and  as  a  rule  non-fatal. 

Typhoid  Fever  {Widal  Test). 


CiTT  OR  Town. 

Number 

of        Positive. 
Casea. 

Negative. 

Cut  OB  Town. 

Number 

of 
Caaea. 

Poaltive.   NegatiT* 

1 

AUatoo,     . 
ArliniftoD, 
Attleborougb,  . 
Bamatable, 

6 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

5 

BoatOD,     . 
Cambridge, 
Cbarieatowo,    . 
Cbelmafbrd, 

6 

1 
1 
7 

3 

1 
1 

S 

» 
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TYPHOID  FEVER. 
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Typhoid  Fever  {Widal  Test)  —  Concluded. 


Number 

Number 

CiTT  OR  Towjr. 

of 
Cases. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

ClTT  OR  Town. 

of 
Cases. 

PoslUve. 

Negative. 

elaea,    . 

6 

1 

6 

Mlltoo,      . 

4 

7 

Dcord,   . 

4 

. 

4 

Natick,      . 

1 

_ 

ttageCIty,    . 

1 

. 

1 

Needbam, 

2 

3 

overs,   . 

8 

4 

4 

Newburyport,  . 

26 

10 

16 

dbam,  . 

1 

- 

1 

NewtOD,    . 

1 

- 

zbury,  . 

8 

1 

2 

Norwood, . 

8 

8 

stoo. 

8 

1 

2 

C;uincy,      . 
Reading,    . 

1 

- 

gartown, 

1 

1 

- 

1 

4 

erett,     . 

7 

1 

6 

Revere, 

1 

. 

11  River, 

1 

. 

1 

Salem, 

• 

4 

z  borough,    . 

2 

1 

1 

Scltuatei    . 

- 

I 

oton, 

1 

- 

1 

8omerville, 

4 

12 

iverhlll, 

2 

- 

2 

Routhbridge,     . 

1 

- 

Dshana, . 

1 

- 

1 

Swampsoott,     . 

2 

3 

»ldeD,     . 

1 

1 

> 

Tauoton,   . 

> 

I 

rde  Park, 

8 

2 

6 

Waltbam, . 

1 

I 

•well. 

1 

. 

1 

Ware. 

. 

1 

DO, 

3 

1 

2 

Wellesley, 

. 

8 

irblehead. 

2 

- 

2 

Wei»tport, . 
WlDcnester, 

- 

1 

irlboroagb, 

3 

2 

1 

8 

5 

irshfield, 

1 

1 

- 

Wllllamstowo, 

- 

4 

Mlford,  . 
Klway,  . 

e 

1 

- 

6 
1 

Wllmiogtoo,     . 

- 

6 

"• 

ilroae,    . 

17 

3 

14 

Total, . 

217 

66 

162 

ddleborougb. 

2 

" 

2 

Widal  Te8ty  according  to  Stcigt  of  Disease. 




NUMBBB  or  Gases.  I 

NCMBEB  or  Cases. 

rPROXIMATB  NUM BBS  OF  DATS 

Appboximatb  Ndmbbb  or  Dats 
FBOM  BBOimriNa  or  Disbasb 

PBOM  BBOINNIKO  or  DiSBASB 

1 

TO  Collection  or  Blood. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

TO  Collection  or  Blood. 

PoslUve. 

Negative. 

. 

1      1 

21, 

8 

• 

3 

22 

1 

_ 

— 

^ 

26 

_ 

2 

— 

28 

. 

3 

— 

30, 

. 

2 

2 

10 

31 

1 

. 

7 

16 

36 

1 

2 

6 

0 

41 

2 

2 

7 

7      1 

40 

_ 

1 

2 

w     , 

56 

. 

1 

1 

60 

1 

. 

5 

63 

• 

1 

8 

66 

1 

• 

7 

71, 

1 

. 

1 

2 

80 

1 

_ 

1 

4 

UnknowD 

7 

12 

4 
2 

2 
2 

Totol 

66 

162 

2 

2 
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MALARIA. 


The  number  of  blood  films  received  by  the  laboratory  during  the  current 
year  for  microscopic  diagnosis  was  considerably  lower  than  that  of  the  year 
preceding.  Of  61  preparations  received  only  17,  or  about  28  per  cent., 
showed  the  malaria  parasite. 

This  is  evidence  of  a  general  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  and  of 
the  reduced  prevalence  of  the  disease  throughout  the  State,  which  may 
have  been  in  part  due  to  the  cold  and  wet  season. 


Malaria. 


CiTT  OB  Town. 


Number 

of 
CMes. 


PotlUve. 


NegstiTc 


Barnstable, 
Bedford,    . 
Boston, 
Braintree,  . 
Brockton,  . 
Chelmsford, 
Clinton, 
Foxborough, 
Med  ford,    . 
Melrose,     . 
Middle  borough, 
Noi*wood,  . 
Uxbridge,  . 
Walthara,  . 
West  Boylston, . 
Wilmington, 
Winchester, 

Total, . 


2 

-. 

3 

- 

19 

9 

1 

- 

1 

- 

6 

- 

6 

S 

1 

1 

1 

- 

6 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

— 

1 

- 

2 

1 

11 

1 

61 

17 

2 
2 
10 
1 
1 
5 
2 

1 
S 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
10 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARIES  OF  DISEASE  AND  MORTALITY. 


The  statistical  information  relating  to  disease  and  mortality  which  has 
been  received  by  the  Board  during  each  year,  either  through  the  medium 
of  voluntary  returns  or  in  consequence  of  legal  requirements,  has,  in  the 
recent  reports  of  the  Board,  been  presented  under  four  different  heads  or 
groups.  In  the  present  report  this  series  of  statistics  has  been  condensed 
as  much  as  can  be  done  consistently  with  a  clear  and  intelligent  method  of 
presentation. 

These  summaries  are  defined  as  follows :  — 

I.  The  Weekly IMortcUity  Returns.  —  These  consist  of  the  reports  of 
deaths,  which  are  made  up  weekly  and  are  sent  to  the  office  of  the  State 
Board  by  the  registration  officials  of  cities  and  towns.  They  are  voluntary, 
and  serve  principally  to  show  the  seasonal  prevalence  of  each  of  the  chief 
infectious  diseases,  and  the  mortality  of  children  under  five  years  old  in 
weekly  periods.  This  series  of  statistics  has  been  continued  by  the  Board 
for  more  than  twenty-five  years,  and  has  been  published  as  a  summary  for 
nineteen  years. 

II.  The  Reports  of  Certain  Infectious  Diseases^  —  Diphtheria  and  Croup y 
Scarlet  Fever ^  Typhoid  Fever  and  Measles.  —  These  are  obtained  from  the 
annual  reports  of  local  boards  of  health  for  the  year  1902,  which  are  for- 
warded to  the  State  Board  from  cities  and  towns.  By  comparing  the  num- 
bers of  reported  cases  with  the  reported  deaths,  the  mean  fatality  of  each 
disease  in  the  places  from  which  the  reports  are  made  is  obtained  with  a 
reasonable  degree  of  accuracy.  This  summary  was  first  presented  in  the 
report  of  1891,  page  878. 

III.  Reports  of  Cities  and  Tovms^  made  under  the  Provisions  of  Cliapter 
75y  Section  52^  of  the  Revised  Laws.  —  By  this  act  each  local  board  of 
health  is  required  to  report  to  the  State  Board  every  case  of  ''disease 
dangerous  to  the  public  health"  which  is  reported  to  the  local  board.  A 
digest  of  these  reports  is  presented  in  Summary  No.  III.  This  summary 
was  first  published  in  the  report  of  1893,  page  639. 

IV.  AnnucU  Reports  made  under  the  Provisions  of  Chapter  75^  Section 
12 J  of  the  Revised  Laws,  —  The  full  reports  of  deaths  occurring  in  each 
city  and  town  having  over  5,000  inhabitants  comprise  another  series  of 
returns,  which  are  summarized  in  No.  IV.  The  population  of  these  cities 
and  towna  in  1902  constituted  about  85  per  cent,  of  the  estimated  total 
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population  of  the  State.     These  reports  are  made  under  the  requiremenU 
of  the  following  statute  :  — 

In  each  city  and  town  having  a  population  of  more  than  five  thousand  inhabit- 
ants, as  determined  by  the  last  census,  at  least  one  member  of  said  board  shall  be 
a  physician,  and  the  board  shall  send  an  annual  report  of  the  deaths  in  such  town 
to  the  State  Board  of  Health.  The  form  of  such  reports  shall  be  prescribed  and 
furnished  by  the  State  Board  of  Health.    (Revised  Laws,  chapter  75,  section  12.) 

This  summary  was  first  presented  in  the  report  of  1894. 


Note.  —  A  supply  of  the  postal  cards,  necessary  for  the  reporting  of  voluntary 
mortality  returns  such  as  are  required  for  the  data  presented  in  section  I.  of  the 
following  summary,  will  be  forwarded  to  the  registration  officers  of  any  dty  or 
town  who  are  willing  to  contribute  the  necessary  information. 

Postal  cards  are  also  sent  to  all  boards  of  health  in  the  State,  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  them  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  75,  section  52,  of  the 
Revised  Laws,  relative  to  the  reporting  of  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health 
to  the  State  Board  immediately  after  reports  of  the  same  are  received  by  the 
local  board. 

Annual  blank  forms  are  also  sent  to  each  local  board  of  health  in  cities  and 
towns  having  over  5,000  inhabitants,  for  the  return  of  such  information  as  is 
called  for  by  the  provisions  of  chapter  75,  section  12,  of  the  Revised  Laws. 
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I. 


The  Weekly  Mortality  Returns. 

In  the  following  summary,  the  voluntary  reports  of  deaths  received  at 
the  close  of  each  week  from  the  city  registrars,  town  clerks  and  boards  of 
health  of  the  cities  and  towns  are  epitomized  for  the  year  1902.  The  chief 
value  of  this  abstract  consists  in  the  fact  that  it  presents  a  continuous  history 
of  the  mortality  from  certain  specified  diseases  from  week  to  week  through- 
oat  the  year. 

This  weekly  report  has  been  published  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  every  week  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years  or  more,  and  also  as  a 
publication  of  the  Board,  in  a  weekly  bulletin,  siuce  and  includiug  1888. 

These  returns  are  necessarily  incomplete,  since  they  are  voluntary  and 
consequently  embrace  the  statistics  of  a  portion  only  of  the  population,  the 
reporting  places  being  chiefly  the  cities  and  large  towns. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  cities  and  towns  contributing  to  these 
returns  in  1902  was  2,013,099,  or  nearly  70  per  cent,  of  the  estimated  total 
population. 

The  following  items  are  embraced  in  this  summary :  — 


Average  height  of  barometer  for  each 

week. 
Mean  maximum  temperature. 
Mean  minimum  temperature. 
Rainfall,  expressed  in  inches. 
Total  deaths  reported  for  each  week. 
Deaths  of  children  under  five  years. 
Deaths  from  consumption. 
Deaths  from  acute  lung  diseases. 
Deaths  from  typhoid  fever. 


Deaths  from  diarrhoQal  diseases. 

Deaths  from  scarlet  fever. 

Deaths  from  measles. 

Deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  fever. 

Deaths  from  whooping-cough. 

Deaths  from  malarial  fever. 

Deaths  from  erysipelas. 

Deaths  from  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 


The  following  table  contains  a  summary  of  the  statistics  compiled  from 
these  weekly  returns  of  mortality  :  — 
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Condensed  Statistics  relative  to  the  Total  Deaths,  Deaths  under  Five  Years,  and 
Deaths  from  Certain  Causes  in  Reporting  Cities  and  Towns  of  Massachusetts 
in  1902. 


Deathi. 


Arenige 
Number  of 

Deatba  In 
Each  Week. 


Peroentagv  of 

Total 

MorUU^. 


Death-nta 

perl^ 

of  Repoittng 

Popolmtlon. 


ToUldMthi 

Death!  under  five  yean, 
Deatha  from  ooniamptloo,     . 
Deatha  from  acute  long  diaeaaei, 
Deatha  from  dtarrhoBal  diieasea, 
Deatha  from  typhoid  fever,    . 
Deatha  from  diphtheria  and  croup, 
Deatha  from  aearlet  fever, 
Deatha  from  meaalea, 
Deatha  from  cerebro^plDal  meningltla 
Deatha  from  whooplog«coiigh, 
Deatha  from  puerperal  fever, 
Deatha  from  eryaipelaa, . 
Deatha  from  malarial  fever,  . 


83,688 

10,681 

8,167 

8,062 

2,067 

868 

660 

240 

160 

872 

237 

80 

86 

6 


628 
208 
61 
76 
40 
7 
18 
4.8 
8.8 
6.2 
4.6 
.6 
1.6 
.1 


100.0 
82.4 
0.7 
12.1 
7.0 
1.1 
2.0 
.8 
.6 
.8 
.7 
.00 
.26 
.02 


16.21 

6.25 

1.67 

1.97 

1.02 

.18 

.88 

.12 

.08 

.18 

.12 

.01 

.04 

.008 


The  usual  observations  upon  the  weekly  mortality  statistics  are  omitted, 
and  the  foregoing  short  table,  containing  the  essential  statistics,  supplies 
their  place.  The  omission  Is  made  because  information  of  the  same  char- 
acter is  presented  in  a  different  form  in  Section  IV.  of  these  summaries. 
The  chief  difference  consists  in  the  fact  that  the  information  given  in  this 
section  (I.)  is  entirely  voluntary  and  is  detailed  by  weeks,  while  that  of 
section  IV.  is  required  by  statute,  the  data  not  being  forwarded  to  the 
Board  until  after  the  close  of  the  year.  The  population  which  furnishes 
the  statistics  presented  in  Section  IV.  is  considerably  larger  than  that 
embraced  in  Section  I.,  but  both  populations  consist  of  the  more  densely 
settled  parts  of  the  State. 

Metboroloot. 

The  principal  points  of  sanitary  interest  in  the  meteorology  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  the  year  1902  were  the  following :  — 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  in  Massachusetts  was  48.2. 

The  summer  was  unusually  cool,  the  mean  temperature  of  each  of  the 
months  of  June,  July,  August  and  September  being  as  follows:  61.3'', 
67.2°,  66.4°  and  62.4°.  In  each  instance  except  in  September  the  tempera- 
ture was  below  the  normal  for  the  month. 

The  annual  rainfall  was  44.03  inches,  or  a  little  below  the  nomud  of  a 
series  of  years. 
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II. 

Fatality  of  Certain  Diseases. 

The  following  statement  presents  the  statistics  gathered  from  the  pub- 
lished reports  of  local  boards  of  health  relative  to  the  numbers  of  the 
cases  and  the  deaths  from  each  one  of  certain  notifiable  diseases.  Its 
object  is  to  present  the  fatality  of  these  diseases  (ratio  of  deaths  to  cases) 
from  year  to  year. 

The  diseases  embraced  in  this  summary  in  1902  are  diphtheria,  scarlet 
fever,  typhoid  fever,  measles  and  small-pox. 

The  number  of  cities  and  towns  contributing  to  this  report  is  98,  or  29 
more  than  those  of  1901. 

The  tabular  list  of  cities  and  towns  is  omitted  in  this  report.  The  sum- 
mary of  the  figures  for  1902  is  as  follows :  — 

Reported  eases  of  diphtheria  and  croup, 5,848 

Registered  deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup  in  the  same  cities  and  towns,        66€ 
Fatality  (per  cent.), 11.4 

Reported  cases  of  scarlet  fever, •  .  4,30€ 

Registered  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  in  the  same  cities  and  towns,    .  251 

Fatality  (per  cent.), 5.8 

Reported  eases  of  typhoid  fever, 2,542 

Registered  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  in  the  same  cities  and  towns,  .  383 

Fatality  (per  cent.), 15.1 

Reported  cases  of  measles, 11,949 

Registered  deaths  from  measles  in  the  same  cities  and  towns,    .                .        162 
Fatality  (per  cent.), 1.4 

Reported  cases  of  small-pox, 1,762 

Registered  deaths  from  small-pox  in  the  same  cities  and  towns,  255 

Fatality  (per  cent.), 14.5 

The  reported  cases  of  diphtheria  were  less  by  8,073  than  those  of  1901, 
and  were  less  than  half  as  many  as  those  reported  in  1900.  The  number 
of  deaths  from  the  same  cause  was  also  less  than  those  of  1901  by  272. 
The  fatality  was  slightly  in  excess  of  that  of  1901,  but  for  the  past  three 
years  has  not  exceeded  11.4  per  cent,  of  the  cases. 

The  reported  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  435  more  than  those  of  1901^ 
but  the  deaths  were  less  by  73  than  those  of  the  preceding  year.  The 
fatality  was  5.8  per  cent.,  that  of  1901  being  8.4. 
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The  reported  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  264  more  than  those  of  1901, 
but  the  deaths  were  12  less,  and  the  fatality  was  only  15.1  per  cent.,  that 
of  1901  being  17.3  and  the  mean  of  twelve  years  18.2.  This  fatality, 
15.1,  was  the  lowest  of  any  year  of  record. 

The  reported  cases  of  measles  were  greater  in  number  than  those  of  1901 
by  3,692,  and  the  deaths  exceeded  those  of  1901  by  14.  The  fatality,  1.4 
per  cent ,  was  less  than  that  of  1901  and  but  slightly  greater  than  the  meuk 
of  twelve  years. 

The  following  table  presents  the  summary  of  these  statistics  for  the 
twelve  years  1891-1902  :  — 

Reported  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Massachusetts, 

Diphtheria  and  Croup* 
[Pr«.AiititoziD  Period.] 


Reported  cmos,  . 

Defttbii, 

FatiUlty  (per  ceDt.)t   • 


1801., 


ISMi. 


18»S. 


1S04. 


2,444 

676 

28.6 


8,083 

801 

20.8 


2.010 

026 

81.7 


4,086 

1,876 

27.0 


TOML 


18,» 

8.76B 

28.3 


Diphtheria  and  Croup, 

[Antitozio  Period.] 


li95. 

199«. 

1897. 

1998. 

1890. 

1900. 

1001. 

*••■•       1809.1008. 

Reported  ca»es, 
Deathn,     . 
Fatality  (percent.), 

7,866 

1,484 

18.0 

8,016 

1,348 

16.1 

7,866 

1,107 

14.1 

8,848 

607 

13.2 

6,640 

768 

11.6 

12,678 

1,274 

10.2 

8,021 

088 

10.6 

6,848 
666 

11.4 

62^ 

8,082 

13.0 

Scarlet  Fever, 


Reported  caeee. 
Deaths,    . 

FaUUty  (percent.). 


lOOl. 


8,871 
824 
8.4 


1009. 


4,806 
261 
5.8 


Total 
1801-1000. 


63,673 

8,664 

6.6 


Typhoid  Fever. 


Reported  cases. 
Deaths,     . 
Fatality  (percent.). 


20.678 

6,888 

18.2 


Measles, 


Reported  cases. 
Deaths,     . 
Fatality  (per  cent.), 


»,841 

i,m 

1.3 
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In  the  foregoing  tables  the  statistics  relating  to  diphtheria  and  cronp 
have  been  arranged  in  two  periods,  which  may  properly  be  called  the  pre- 
antitoxin  and  the  antitoxin  periods,  since  antitoxin  came  into  general  use 
in  the  State  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1895.  The  mean  fatality  in 
the  former  period  (1891-94)  was  28.3  per  cent,  (ratio  of  deaths  to  cases), 
and  in  the  latter  period  (1895-1902)  it  was  13.0  per  cent.,  or  less  than 
half  as  large. 

In  England,  where  systematic  records  have  been  kept  in  regard  to  the 
fatality  of  these  diseases,  the  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases  in  diphtheria, 
as  determined  from  280,699  cases  and  56,129  deaths  which  occurred  in 
the  period  of  twelve  years  (1890-1901)  was  19.9.  There  was,  however,  a 
uniform  diminution  in  this  percentage,  after  the  introduction  of  antitoxin 
treatment,  from  25.1  in  1894  to  15.1  in  1901. 

The  fatality  of  scarlet  fever  showed  quite  similar  figures  to  those  of 
Massachusetts,  the  maximum  being  8  per  cent,  in  1890  and  the  minimum 
3.1  per  cent,  in  1899. 

In  typhoid  fever  the  fatality  varied  also  from  20.8  in  1891  to  15.1  in 
1902. 

The  fatality  of  measles  varied  from  a  maximum  of  4  per  cent,  in  1892 
to  a  minimum  of  0.7  in  1897. 
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III. 

Official  Retuhns  of  Notified  Diseases  Dangbrovs  tyi  the 
Public  Health,  1902. 

The  figures  preeeDtetl  in  the  following  eutnmar}^  are  tbose  of  tbe  official 
returns  of  diseases  "dangerous  to  the  public  health,"  made  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health  during  tbe  jear  1902,  under  tbe  proriBions  of  chapter  75 
of  the  Revised  Laws.  Id  this  act  no  disease  is  specified  as  beiog  "  daDge^ 
ouB  to  the  pablic  health  "  except  small-poz.  Hence  the  State  Board  deemed 
it  neceeear;  to  indicate  the  diaeases  which  should  be  included  io  the  raesD- 
ingof  the  term  "dangerous  to  tbe  public  health."  They  are  the  followiog: 
small-pox,  scarlet  fever,  measlea,  typhoid  fever,  diphtheria,  membraooai 
croup,  cholera,  yellow  fever,  typhus  fever,  cerebro-spioal  meoingitis,  hydro- 
phobia, malignant  pustule,  leprosy  and  trichinosis. 

The  whole  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  to  the  Board 
in  1902,  under  tbe  provisions  of  this  act,  was  33,983,  wbicb  vere  divided 
as  follows :  — 

Reported  cases  of  smatt-pox, 8,8U 

Reported  ctises  of  scnrtet  fever, 4,613 

Reported  cases  of  diphtheria  and  croup, 7^036 

Reported  cases  of  typhoid  fever, S,7S1 

Reported  cases  of  measles, 17,349 

Total, 83,938 

The  summary  for  tbe  nine  years  1893-1902  is  as  follows :  — 
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By  months  these  diseases  were  reported  as  follows :  — 


CoMS  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  to  the  Slate  Board  of  HeaUk  by  Months 

in  1902. 


Moirraa. 

• 

i 

• 

1 

Scarlet 
Fever. 

• 

i 

ja 
a 

Q 

Typhoid 
Fever. 

n 

Mouths. 

■ 

i 

i 

00 

Scarlet 
Fever. 

i 
1 

1 

Jaaoary,     . 

881 

884 

787 

162 

1,768 

Augoat, 

80 

248 

878 

210 

889 

February,  . 

295 

888 

.684 

148 

2,819 

Beptamber, . 

87 

281 

490 

462 

188 

Mareh, 

289 

868 

816 

128 

2,914 

October, 

99 

898 

718 

472 

267 

April, . 

286 

888 

644 

111 

2,418 

November, . 

168 

668 

761 

844 

668 

M«y,    .       . 

2N 
188 

480 
868 

686 

486 

146 
122 

2,892 
1,788 

December,  . 
ToUl,    . 

178 

684 

884 

802 

1,197 

Jona,  . 

2,814 

4,818 

7,088 

2,721 

17,249 

July,  .       . 

148 

367 

881 

188 

898 

The  following  table  is  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  com- 
parison of  the  seasonal  prevalence  of  the  diseases  named  in  the  table,  in 
different  years.  By  means  of  the  method  employed  the  errors  due  to  the 
difference  in  the  length  of  the  months  are  eliminated.  The  figures  should 
be  read  as  follows :  For  example,  the  mean  daily  number  of  reported  cases 
of  diphtheria  reported  throughout  the  year  in  1902  was  19.8,  of  scarlet 
fever,  12.6,  of  typhoid  fever,  7.4,  and  of  measles  47.3.  During  the  month 
of  January  the  mean  daily  number  of  reported  cases  of  these  diseases  was 
for  diphtheria  25.4,  scarlet  fever,  12.4,  typhoid  fever,  4  9,  and  for  measles, 
56.5  (see  columns  marked  A). 

Assuming  a  standard  of  10  as  a  daily  mean  throughout  the  year,  the 
ratios  for  January  were  as  follows:  diphtheria,  13.2,  scarlet  fever,  9.8, 
typhoid  fever,  6.6,  and  measles,  12.0  (see  columns  marked  B).  So  that, 
for  each  10  cases  of  diphtheria  reported  as  a  daily  mean  throughout  the 
year  1902  there  were  13.2  in  January,  12.3  in  February,  10.3  in  March,  etc. 

From  this  table  it  appears  that  the  maximum  prevalence  of  diphtheria  in 
1902  was  in  January  and  the  minimum  in  July,  as  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  prevalence  in  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  was  nearly  the  same 
as  that  of  the  first  three  months,  while  in  the  previous  year  there  was  a 
more  decided  fall  in  December.  There  has  been  in  every  one  of  the  past 
eight  years  a  decline  in  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  December,  except 
in  December,  1899. 

The  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  was  above  the  mean  in  February,  April, 
May,  October,  November  and  December,  and  below  it  in  the  remaining 
months,  the  maximum  occurring  in  May  and  the  minimum  in  August.  In 
the  previous  year  the  maximum  was  in  January  and  the  minimum  in  Sep- 
tember. 
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Typhoid  fever  was,  as  usual,  below  the  mean  in  the  intensity  of  its  preva- 
lence in  the  first  eight  months  of  1902,  rising  to  a  maximum  in  October. 
In  1902,  as  in  1901,  the  intensity  of  its  prevalence  in  September  and  Octo- 
ber was  nearly  equal. 

The  prevalence  of  measles  was  much  above  the  mean  in  the  first  half  of 
the  year  and  below  it  in  the  last  half,  the  maximum  occurring  in  March 
and  the  minimum  in  September.  The  whole  number  of  reported  cases 
during  the  year  was  greater  than  those  reported  in  1901  by  7,851. 

The  figures  relating  to  small-pox  may  be  found  in  the  general  report  at 
the  beginning  of  this  volume  (page  xv).  • 


Certain  Infectious  Diseases,    Seasonal  Intensity  of  FreveUence. 


Months. 


DlPHTBKRIA. 


1908. 

1901 

A 

B 

B 

II 
ill 

Kte 
«  oS 
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JftDtiary,   . 
February, . 
March, 
April, 
May, . 
Jane, 
Jaly, . 
Ad  gnat, 
September, 
October,    . 
November, 
December, 
MeaD,. 


25.4 

13.2 

28.7 

12.8 

10.8 

10.8 

18.1 

0.4 

18.0 

0.8 

16.2 

8.4 

11.6 

6.0 

12.0 

6.2 

16.3 

8.5 

28.1 

12.0 

25.0 

13.0 

21.4 

11.1 

10.3 

10.0 

17.0 

18.6 

11.8 

0.2 

8.1 

0.1 

5.4 

5.0 

6.1 

10.2 

18.6 

0.4 


10.0 
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1909. 


11  • 

SoiS 

1^- 
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1901. 


12.4 

0.8 

18.0 

11.0 

11.6 

0.1 

12.0 

10.2 

14.2 

11.2 

11.0 

0.4 

8.8 

6.6 

7.0 

6.3 

0.4 

7.4 

12.8 

10.1 

18.6 

14.7 

18.2 

14.4 

12.6 

10.0 

i 
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16.8 

12.7 

18.2 

11.1 

0.7 

8.5 

6.7 

6.5 

5.8 
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0.6 

11.4 
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Ttphoid  Fktsi. 
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1901. 

A 

B 

B 

II- 


4.0 

6.2 

4.1 

8.7 

4.7 

4.1 

4.4 

6.8 

15.1 

15.2 

11.5 

0.7 


7.4 


o 
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6.6 

7.0 

5.5 

5.0 

6.8 

5.5 

5.0 

0.1 

20.2 

20.4 

15.4 

18.1 

10.0 
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i 

a 
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8.0 

4.2 

4.5 

6.8 

4.1 

5.8 

4.4 

14.5 

22.4 

22.1 

18.0 

11.6 
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Mkablbs. 


1909. 

Ittl. 

A 

B 

B 

66.6 

82.8 

04.0 

80.6 

03.8 

58.8 

22.4 

7.7 

4.6 

8.8 

22.1 

88.6 


47.8 


12.0 

17.5 

10.0 

17.1 

10.7 

12.4 

4.7 

1.6 

1.0 

1.7 

4.7 

8.2 


10.0 


o 
5 

8 

U 
X 


6.0 

e.1 

0.0 

1S.4 

18.6 

11.3 

9.t 

2.4 

1.8 

5.S 

14.8 

16.8 


10.0 


The  following  table  presents  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
reported  to  the  Board  from  each  city  and  town  in  1902.  The  whole  nam* 
bcr  of  cases  was  greater  by  6,924  than  that  of  1901,  and  the  number  of 
reporting  cities  and  towns  was  261  or  five  more  than  those  of  1901. 
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Cases  of  Infeelious  Diseases  reported  to  the  Stale  Board  of  Health  fi^wn  Two  Bun 
dred  and  Sixty-one  Cities  and  Towns  during  1902  —  Continued. 
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Infeetioua  Dveaae*  reported  to  the  Slate  Board  of  Health  from  Ttoo  Hun- 
dred and  Siaty-one  Cities  and  Tokju  during  1902  —  CoDclnded. 
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«» 

I4l 

HI 

Web.tBr,      .       . 

3ft 

U 

U 

49 

- 

14 

W.ll«l.y.   . 

' 

S4 

IS 

Wcamham, .       . 

ToW,    .       . 

- 

1 

WfDbam.     . 

siiu 

iiiiF 

T.OM 

vn 

VM 

The  followiDg  list  comprisea  the  cities  and  towns  which  failed  to  report 
(under  the  provi&tona  of  the  statute)  to  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

It  is  but  juat  to  state  that  in  many  of  the  towns  named  in  groap  IV.  and 
in  Bome  of  those  in  group  III.  it  is  qnite  probable  that  no  owes  of  b- 
fectioua  diaeaaes  occnrred  during  the  year. 
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List    of   Cities   and   Towns   from    which    no   Reports   were 

received. 

/.     OUies. 
None. 

//.    Towns  having  a  Population  of  More  than  SfiOO, 

None. 


///.    Toums  having  a  Population  of  More  than  IfiOO  but  Less  than  6,000  in  Each , 


Ashburnham, 

Ashland, 

Buckland, 

Cheshire, 

Conway, 

Hanover, 


IV. 


Alford, 

Ashby, 

Becket, 

Berkley, 

Bernardston, 

Blandford, 

Boxboro, 

Box  ford, 

Burlington,  . 

Carlisle, 

Chesterfield, 

Chi  I  mark, 

Clarksburg, 

Cummington, 

Eastham, 

Egremont, 

Erving, 

Florioa, 

Gay  Head, 

Goshen, 

Gosnold, 

Granby, 


Hubbardston, 

Littleton, 

New  Marlborough, 

Norton, 

Orleans, 

Raynham, 


Towns  having  Less  than  1,000 

Hancock, 

Hawley, 

Heath, 

Holland, 

Lakeville, 

Lanesborough, 

Leverett, 

Leyden, 

Longmeadow, 

Lvunfleld, 

\1  ash  pee, 

Middlefield, 

Monroe, 

Monterey, 

Montgomery, 

Mt.  Washington, 

New  Ashfora, 

New  Brain  tree, 

Otis, 

Paxton, 

Pelham, 

Peru, 


Shrewsbury, 
West  Bridgewater, 
West  Stockbridge, 
Yarmouth.  — 16. 


Inhabitants, 

Petersham, 

Phillipston, 

Plaintield, 

Plympton, 

Prescott, 

Richmond, 

Rochester, 

Rowe, 

Russell, 

Savoy, 

Shutesbury, 

Sunderland, 

Truro, 

Tyngsborough, 

Wales, 

Warwick, 

Washington, 

Wendell, 

West  Tisbury, 

Whately.  —  64. 


The  following  towns  sent  notices  to  the  Board  that  no  infectious  diseases 
had  been  reported  within  their  limits  during  the  year  1902  :  — 


Boylston, 
Bnmfield, 
Charlemont, 
EnGeldt 


Granville, 
Harwich, 
Nantucket, 
Pembroke, 


Soiithwick, 
Topsfield, 
Wellfleet, 
Westwood 


—  12. 


A  supply  of  postal  cards  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  infectious  diseases 
to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  as  required  by  statute,  will  be  forwarded  to 
any  local  board  of  health  on  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Boards 
Room  141,  State  House,  Boston. 
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IV. 

Official   Returns    of   Deaths    in   Cities    and   Large    Towns 
(Revised  Laws,  Chapter  75,  Section  12). 

The  following  summary  comprises  the  results  obtained  from  the  tabula- 
tion of  the  returns  required  by  chapter  75,  section  12,  of  the  Revised  Laws, 
whereby  the  board  of  health  of  each  city  and  populous  town  is  directed  to 
send  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  an  annual  statement  of  the  deaths  in 
«uch  city  or  town  upon  a  blank  form  furnished  by  the  State  Board. 

All  of  the  towns  except  Montague  have  made  the  returns  required  by 
law,  and  in  addition  the  towns  of  Reading  and  Grafton  have  voluntarily 
•contributed  returns  in  1900,  1901  and  1902,  although  not  required  to  do  so 
by  law.  Four  other  towns  which  did  not  contribute  to  the  report  of  1901 
have  made  returns  in  1902,  so  that  the  list  now  embraces  94  cities  and 
towns,  including  all  of  the  33  cities  and  all  of  the  towns  having  a  popula- 
tion of  more  than  5,000  in  each,  except  Montague.  The  estimated  popu- 
lation of  these  cities  and  towns  in  1902  was  2,497,015,  or  about  85  per 
oent.  of  the  estimated  population  of  the  State  in  that  year. 

The  whole  number  of  registered  deaths  in  these  towns  in  1902  was  40,- 
469,  and  the  death-rate,  as  calculated  for  that  year  from  the  census  popu- 
lation of  the  reporting  cities  and  towns,  was  16.21  per  1,000  of  the  living 
population,  that  of  the  previous  year  having  been  16.86  per  1,000  and  that 
of  1900,  18.26  per  1,000.  This  was  the  lowest  death-rate  observed  in  this 
reporting  population  during  the  period  of  nine  years  since  the  enactment 
of  the  law  requiring  these  returns.  The  mean  annual  death-rate  of  the 
State  for  the  fifty  years  ended  Dec.  31,  1900,  was  19.22  per  1,000. 

Sexes.  —  The  number  of  deaths  of  males  was  20,418,  or  50.4  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  number  of  those  whose  sex  was  known ;  and  the  deaths  of 
females  were  20,042  or  49.6  per  cent.  There  were  9  in  which  the  sex  was 
not  stated  in  the  returns. 

Ages,  —  The  deaths  by  four  groups  of  ages  were  as  follows :  — 


Heaths. 
IMS. 

Pbhckntaok!!  or 
All  Dkatus. 

Agbs. 

i 

Deatiit. 
ISO*. 

PSBCBMTAOBS  OF 

All  Dkaths. 

AOBS. 

i9oa. 

1901. 

1009. 

IMl. 

Under  1  year, 
1  to  20  years, 

8,778 
6.340 

21.72 
16.68 

21.64 
16.69 

1 

20  to  60  years, 

60  and  over, 

1 

1 

10,U4 
16,19t 

86.01 
S7.68 

».SI 
S7.fi 

ito.oo 

m.M 
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The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  old  were  8,778,  or  21.7  per  cent., 
of  the  total  mortality,  as  compared  with  21.6  per  cent,  in  the  previous 
year;  and  those  of  children  under  five  years  old  were  12,630,  or  81.2  per 
cent,  of  the  total  mortality,  as  compared  with  30.1  per  cent,  in  1901. 

All  of  the  percentages  in  the  foregoing  table  were  estimated  upon  the 
number  of  deaths  of  those  whose  ages  were  specified  in  the  returns.  The 
total  number  of  deaths  in  which  the  age  was  not  specified  was  44. 

The  infant  mortality  for  the  five  years  1898-1902  respectively  consti- 
tuted 24.8,  22.8,  23,  21.6  and  21.7  per  cent,  of  the  total  mortality,  that  of 
the  two  years  1901  and  1902  being  the  lowest  infant  mortality  of  the  period. 

Still-births.  — The  number  of  still-births  was  2,732,  and  when  compared 
with  the  total  mortality  (still-births  included)  this  was  6.3  of  the  total 
deaths  and  still-births  combined. 

Months  and  Quarters.  —  The  number  of  deaths  in  each  quarter  of  the 
year  is  shown  in  the  following  table  :  — 


Deaths. 


First  qoArter,     . 
Sacood  qaarter, 
Third  quarter,  . 
Fourth  quarter, 

ToUl,  . 


9,0M 

0,673 

10,611 

10.224 


40,467 


PKBOB1ITAOS9. 


1909. 


24.61 
28.00 
26.22 
26.27 


100.00 


10«1. 


27.80 
28.10 
26.80 
23.71 


100.00 


These  percentages  differ  but  little  from  the  mean  of  several  years,  which 
usually  shows  the  highest  mortality  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year.  In 
1901  and  1899  the  highest  mortality  was  in  the  first  quarter. 

During  the  forty-year  period  (1856-95)  the  mortality  was  generally 
above  the  mean  in  the  third  quarters  of  the  years  and  below  it  in  the  other 
three  quarters. 

The  intensity  of  the  seasonal  death-rate  is  more  accurately  shown  in  the 
following  table,  the  method  employed  being  explained  on  page  541  in 
Section  III.  of  these  summaries,  relating  to  disease  notification.  By  this 
method  the  errors  which  are  due  to  differences  in  the  length  of  the  months 
are  eliminated. 


January, 
February, 
March, 
April,  . 
May,    . 
June,   . 
July.    . 


Deaths 

in 

Each 

Month. 


Mean 
Daily 

Deaths 
per  Month. 

1908. 


Gbntksimal 
Ratio. 


1902. 


1901. 


8,271 

105.6 

95.1 

108.8  : 

3,300 

117.9 

100.3 

118.2 

8.388 

109.3 

98.5 

111.4 

8,318 

110.6 

1    99.7 

102.3 

8.875 

108.9 

;    98.2 

89.1 

2.980 

99.3 

1     89.5 

86.7 

8.640 

114.2 

103.0 

i 

94.5 

Deaths 

in 

Each 

Month 


Mean 

Daily 

Deaths 

per  Month, 

190S. 


August,  . 
September, 
October,  . 
November, 
December, 

Annual  mean, 


3,637 
8,434 
8,380 
3.224 
3,620 


117.8 
114.6 
109.0 
107.5 
116.8 


Cbntksimal 
Ratio. 


1908. 


1901. 


105.8 

103.2 

98.3 

96.9 

105.8 


110.9        100.0 


107.1 

106.6 

02.4 

94.0 

95.9 


100.0 
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The  figures  in  the  foregoing  table  indicate  a  departure  in  excess  of  the 
mean  death-rate  in  February,  July,  August,  September  and  December, 
while  that  of  the  remaining  months  was  low. 

The  mean  maximum  departure  from  the  death-rate  for  each  month  for 
the  period  of  twenty  years,  1856-75,  was  32.9  per  cent,  in  August,  and 
the  twenty-year  period  1876-95  it  was  20  per  cent,  in  August,  while  that 
of  February,  1902,  was  6.8  per  cent,  and  that  of  August,  1902,  was  5.8 
per  cent. 

In  the  two  years  having  the  highest  death-rates  in  Massachusetts  in  the 
past  half-century  or  more  (1849  and  1872)  the  maximum  departures  from 
the  yearly  means  were,  respectively,  88.4  per  cent,  in  August,  1849,  and 
40  per  cent,  in  August,  1872.  That  of  January,  1890,  the  month  in  which 
the  epidemic  of  influenza  was  at  its  maximum,  was  43.4  per  cent,  above 
the  mean. 

In  the  early  history  of  the  State,  when  the  population  was  more  uni- 
formly distributed  than  it  is  at  present,  and  was  not  so  densely  settled  in 
cities  and  large  towns,  it  was  a  common  custom  to  publish  yearly  statistics 
grouped  according  to  the  different  county  limits ;  but  at  the  present  day 
such  methods  of  classification  have  no  significance,  no  one  cares  for  them 
and  they  are  absolutely  without  value.  The  birth-rate,  the  marriage-rate 
or  the  death-rate  of  a  county  are  questions  of  no  importance  whatever, 
since  they  have  neither  significance  nor  any  practical  value  so  far  as  the 
more  densely  settled  New  England  States  are  concerned.  On  the  other 
hand  municipal  statistics  are  increasing  in  importance,  as  the  aggregation 
of  the  population  in  cities  and  large  towns  increases. 

In  Table  II.  of  this  report  of  deaths  decided  differences  in  the  death-rates 
appear  upon  examination,  the  figures  varying  from  a  minimum  of  6.08  per 
1,000  in  Winthrop  to  a  maximum  of  21.85  per  1,000  in  Blackstone. 

The  following  cities  and  towns  had  death-rates  above  19  per  1,000: 
Blackstone,  21.85;  Palmer,  20.78;  New  Bedford,  20.58;  Fall  River, 
19.87;  Lowell,  19.43;  Chicopee,  19.42,  and  Newburyport,  19.84. 

The  following  cities  and  towns  had  death-rates  less  than  12  per  1,000: 
North  Attleborough,  11.83  ;  Attleborough,  11.68  ;  Spencer,  11.53  ;  Orange, 
11.46;  Brockton,  10.99;  Northampton,  10.89;  Medford,  10.79;  Win- 
chendon,  10  56;  Whitman,  10.29;  Westborough,  9.70;  Concord,  9.41; 
Norwood,  9.41  ;  Williamstown,  8.69;  Winchester,  7.80;  Wellesley,  7.39; 
Winthrop,  6.03. 

The  death-rates  of  the  large  cities  of  the  State  were  as  follows :  Boston, 
18.66  per  1,000;  Worcester,  13.42;  Fall  River,  19.87;  Lowell,  19.48 
Cambridge,  15.09;  Lynn,  14.18;  Lawrence,  17.29;  New  Bedford,  20.58 
Springfield,  15.33;  Somerville,  13.51  ;  Holyoke,  15.69;  Brockton,  10.99 
Haverhill,  14.38;  Salem,  17.91 ;  Chelsea,  18.18;  Maiden,  13.85:  Newton, 
12.16;  Fitchburg,  13.38;  Taunton,  14.04;  Gloucester,  15.66.     Each  of 
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the  foregoing  cities  had  a  population  of  more  than  25,000  by  the  census  of 
1900. 

The  combined  death-rate  of  the  three  shpe  manufacturing  cities,  Brock- 
ton, Haverhill  and  Lynn,  was  13.3 ;  that  of  the  four  textile  manufacturing 
cities.  Fall  River,  New  Bedford,  Lowell  and  Lawrence,  was  19.4. 

In  several  of  the  towns  which  had  very  low  death-rates  special  condi- 
tions prevailed,  which  would,  partially  at  least,  account  for  such  low  death- 
rates. 

Accurate  comparisons  cannot  be  made  of  the  death-rates  of  different 
cities  and  towns  in  the  absence  of  knowledge  as  to  the  sex  and  age  consti- 
tution of  their  inhabitants.  Another  item  which  affects  the  death-rate  un- 
favorably is  the  presence  of  large  public  and  private  institutions,  in  which 
non-residents  are  treated.  For  example,  in  the  census  year  1900  there 
were  more  than  400  deaths  of  non-residents  in  the  institutions  of  Boston, 
which  contributed  to  raise  the  death-rate  of  the  city.  (For  further  infor- 
mation as  to  methods  of  correcting  the  death-rates  of  cities,  see  general 
report  in  the  early  part  of  this  volume  under  the  title  of  ''  Death-rates  of 

Cities.") 

Causes  of  Death. 

In  Table  III.,  the  mortality  of  the  cities  and  towns  embraced  in  this  sum- 
mary is  presented  in  absolute  figures,  classified  according  to  the  principal 
causes  of  death.  The  same  figures  are  again  presented  in  relative  terms  in 
Table  IV.,  for  the  whole  group  of  cities  and  towns  combined.  Two  sets  of 
figures  are  given  in  Table  IV.,  in  one  of  which  the  mortality  from  each  prin- 
cipal cause  of  death  is  compared  with  the  estimated  population  of  the  group 
for  1902,  as  well  as  for  each  of  the  last  five  years,  and  in  the  other  with 
the  total  mortality  of  the  group  of  cities  and  towns. 

By  this  it  appears  that  the  general  death-rate  from  all  causes,  as  shown 
in  the  lower  line  at  the  left  of  the  table,  162.07  per  10,000  living,  or,  as 
usually  stated,  16.21  per  1,000,  was  lower  than  that  of  either  of  the  pre- 
ceding years,  and  since  the  population  comprised  in  these  returns  constitutes 
over  85  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  whole  State,  there  are  indications  that  the 
death-rate  of  the  State  was  less  than  that  of  any  year  in  the  past  cen- 
tury. 

As  was  stated  in  last  year's  report,  the  decline  in  the  general  death- 
rate  is  chiefiy  due  to  a  decrease  in  the  relative  number  of  deaths  from 
infectious  diseases,  and  especially  from  those  which  are  usually  considered 
as  preventable. 

The  death-rates  from  each  of  the  following  causes  was  less  than  that  of 
1901  :  consumption,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  typhoid  fever,  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis,  erysipelas,  puerperal  fever,  influenza,  malarial  fever,  cholera 
infantum,  dysentery,  pneumonia,  heart  diseases  and  kidney  diseases. 
Those  of  consumption,  typhoid  fever,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  influenza. 
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malarial  feyer,  cholera  infantuin  and  dysentery  were  also  less  than  the 
death-rates  from  the  same  causes  in  any  of  the  last  five  years. 

The  following  table,  first  published  in  the  report  of  1899,  presents  the 
combined  death-rate  from  eight  of  the  principal  infectious  diseases,  and 
also  shows  that  this  combined  death-rate  in  1902  was  less  than  that  of  any 
of  the  years  embraced  in  this  series  of  reports. 

The  diseases  referred  to  are  consumption,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  diph- 
theria, whooping-cough,  typhoid  fever,  puerperal  fever  and  cholera  in- 
fantum. 

The  combined  death-rate  per  10,000  of  the  population  from  these  eight 
causes  for  the  eight  years  (1895-1902)  in  the  cities  and  towns  included  in 
this  report  (about  five-sixths  of  the  total  population  of  the  State)  was  a» 
follows :  — 

Combined  Death-rale  from  Eight  Principal  Infectious  Diseases, 


Year. 


combined 

Death-rate  per 

10,000. 


1805, 
18M, 
1807, 
1808, 


4«.4 
40.8 
80.7 
80.3 


Ybai. 


Combined 

Deaih-ratt  per 

10,000. 


1800, 
1000, 
1001, 
1002, 


8ft.2 
40.7 
88.5 
90.0 


The  seasonal  table  which  appeared  in  the  earlier  reports,  presenting  the 
deaths  by  months  for  each  city,  and  town  and  for  the  whole  State,  is  omit- 
ted in  the  present  report,  since  the  details  presented  in  this  table  are  not 
of  essential  value.  Its  chief  value  consisted  in  the  column  of  total  figures 
for  the  State,  which  is  retained  essentially  in  the  table  on  page  549. 

The  table  of  percentages  of  total  mortality  shown  in  Table  IV.  acts  in  a 
measure  as  a  check  or  control  in  case  of  erroneous  estimates  of  population ; 
and,  while  such  errors  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  figures  of  a  census  year^ 
it  seems  best,  as  a  matter  of  uniformity,  to  publish  the  table  in  the  same 
form  as  in  previous  intercensal  years. 

The  changes  in  the  death-rate  from  consumption,  typhoid  fever  and 
puerperal  fever  (see  child-birth  in  report  of  1896,  page  804)  were  quite 
fully  treated  in  the  report  of  1896.  To  these  may  be  added  the  later  com* 
ments  on  the  changes  in  tbe  death-rate  from  diphtheria,  which  appear  in 
the  figures  of  the  past  eight  years. 

The  following  preventable  causes  of  death,  consumption,  measles,  scar- 
let fever,  diphtheria,  whooping-cough,  typhoid  fever,  puerperal  fever  and 
cholera  infantum,  together  constituted  27.2  per  cent,  of  the  total  mortality 
in  1894,  but  had  fallen  off  to  24.2,  24.2,  21.9,  21.1,  20.4,  22.3,  19.9  and 
19.0  in  the  eight  succeeding  years ;  while  the  principal  acate  laiig  diseasesr 
diseases  of  the  heart,  brain,  kidneys,  cancer,  suicide  and  aocident  had  in- 
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creased  from  85.7  per  cent,  of  the  total  mortality  to  86.9,  86.9,  88.5,  39.2, 
40.2,  38.6,  40.1  and  42.7  per  cent,  in  the  same  years. 

These  all  combined  constituted  the  greater  part  of  the  total  mortality  in 
each  of  the  nine  years  1894-1902,  and  of  the  diseases  specified  in  the  table 
entitled  the  ^^  Balance  of  Mortality,"  in  the  annual  report  of  1896,  page 
812. 

Table  I. 

Population  of  Cities  and  Large  Towns  estitnated  for  1902. 


RspoBTiNG  Cities  amd  Towns. 


Ads  IDS,  . 

Amesbary, 

Amherst, 

AodoTer, 

Arlington, 

Atbol.     . 

Attle  bo  rough 

Bbtbrlt, 

Blaekstone, 

Boston, 

Brmlntree, 

BridK«water, 

Brockton, 

Brookllne, 

Caxbridcik, 

Chblsba, 

Chicopbx, 

Clinton;  . 

Concord, 

DviTers, 

D«dhsni, 

Sastbmmpton, 

Stbbbtt. 

Fau.  Rivbr, 

Fitch  BUBO, 

Framfnghsm, 

Franklin, 

Gardner, 

Oloccbbtbr, 

Oraftnn, 

Orest  Bsrrington, 

Greenfield, 

Hatbbuill, 

HInghsm, 

HOLTOKB, 

Bad  son, 
Hyde  Park, 
Lawrbncb, 
Leominster, 

LOWBLL, 

Ltnn,     . 
Maldbn, 
Ifsrhlfhesd, 
Mablbobouoh, 

IfBDPORO, 

Mblrose, 

Methaen, 

ICIddleboroagh, 


Ektlmstod 
Hopulntlon  I 
for 
IfNIB. 


12,818 

0,473 

6,126 

7,081 

0,430 

7,061 

12,847 

14,H14 

5,721 

688,730 

6,240 

6,264 

43,208 

21,670 

06,334 

35,264 

20,300 

14,646 

5,842 

8,686 

7,555 

6,020 

27,114 

111,872 

83,848 

12,100 

6,017 

11,644 

26,121 

4,860 

6,278 

8,605 

40,802 

5,156 

48.066 

5,512 

18.858 

67,276 

13,053 

00,574 

71,144 

35,300 

7, .182 

13,600 

20,014 

13,384 

8,240 

6,063 


I, 


Mllford, . 

Mtlton,   . 

Nsilck,  . 

Nbw  Bbdpord,    . 

Nbwburtfobt,    . 

Nbwton, 

NoBTH  Adams,    . 

NOBTHAMPTON,      . 

North  Attleborough, 
Northbridge, . 
Norwood, 
Orsnge,  . 
Palmer,  .        .        . 
Pesbody, 
PiTTSFIELD,  . 

Plymouth, 
(juiNcr, . 
Reading. 
K^-vere,  . 
Rockland, 
Ralbm,  . 
SauKUa,  . 
BOXEBVILLB, 

Bouthbrldge*  . 

8p4*ocer, 

Spbingpibld, 

Htonebam, 

Stouiebton,     . 

Taunton, 

Wakefield,      . 

Waltuam,    . 

Ware,     . 

Wntertown,   . 

Webster, 

Wellesley, 

Westborough, 

Went  field,       . 

West  Bprlngfield, . 

Weymouth,    . 

W^bltman, 

Wllllamstown, 

Wlnchendon, 

Winchester,  , 

Wlnihrop, 

Woburn, 

WOKCBSTBB, 


Estimsted 

Population 

for 

ifNia. 


ToUl. 


12.516 

7,002 

0,758 

65,574 

14,478 

36.336 

26.688 

10,460 

7.623 

7,736 

6.842 

6,584 

8,170 

11,066 

22.311 

10,836 

26,307 

6,060 

11,804 

6,827 

86,667 

6.818 

65,882 

10.838 

7,633 

66,864 

6,107 

6,510 

32,750 

0,684 

24,612 

8.507 

10,600 

0,206 

6,410 

6,466 

18,0:i8 

7,407 

11,337 

6,310 

6,063 

5.206 

7,688 

6,804 

14.286 

127,337 


2.407.016 


The  death-rate  of  Amesbury,  Athol,  BlaekstoDe,  Franklin,  Gloucester, 
Grafton,  Marblehead,  Marlborough,  Newburyport,  Rockland  and  Stone- 
bam  was  based  on  the  population  of  1900,  these  towns  having  slightly  de- 
creased in  population  in  the  five  years  which  elapsed  between  the  census 
of  1895  and  1900. 
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HEALTH  OF  TOWNS. 


The  following  digest  consists  chiefly  of  extracts  from  the  annual  reports 
of  the  boards  of  health  of  cities  and  towns,  illustrating  the  character  and 
extent  of  the  sanitary  work  performed  by  local  boards  of  health. 

During  the  year,  the  epidemic  of  small-pox,  which  had  begun  in  1901, 
continued  to  increase  in  severity  until  the  disease  had  appeared  during  the 
year  1902  in  122  cities  and  towns.  The  details  of  the  epidemic  may  be 
found  in  the  general  report  at  the  beginning  of  this  volume. 

An  increasing  interest  appears  to  be  manifest  in  the  necessity  of  making 
adequate  hospital  provision  in  cities  and  towns  not  yet  provided  with  the 
proper  means  for  isolating  cases  of  contagious  diseases,  which  cannot  safely 
be  cared  for  at  their  homes. 

Reports  of  Inspections  made  by  Dr.  F.  L.  Morse,  medical  inspector  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  may  also  be  found  in  this  section  of  the  report, 
together  with  a  table  showing  the  visits  and  inspections  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  cities  and  towns  in  controlling  the  spread  of  small-pox. 

The  following  numerical  statement  of  bacteriological  work  performed  by 
local  boards  of  health  is  also  taken  from  the  annual  reports  of  those  boards 
for  the  year  1902  :  — 


Summary  of  BcuUeriologieal  Work  in  Massachusetts  Cities  and  Towns  in  1902, 

and  by  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
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Bute  Board  of  Health, 

2,004 

028 

217 

61 

88,475 

*  BoBton,  140  ezamlnationa  for  glandera. 
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Lawrence. 

For  the  past  six  or  seven  years  the  board  has  steadily  advocated  and 
urged  upon  the  city  government  the  great  necessity  of  a  contagious  disease 
hospital,  and  we  are  much  pleased  that  a  hospital  has  been  erected  and 
partially  completed  during  the  present  year  for  the  Isolation  and  care  of 
persons  sick  with  small-pox. 

The  new  hospital  has  been  furnished  with  apparatus  and  furniture  suffi- 
cient for  ordinary  requirements,  and  with  proper  attendants  about  fifteen 
patients  can  be  conveniently  cared  for,  and  more  could  be  accommodated 
if  occasion  should  require.  The  needs  of  a  small-pox  hospital  for  all  cases 
likely  to  occur  under  ordinary  conditions  would  seem  to  be  now  well  sup- 
plied. But  there  is  still  a  pressing  need  of  a  hospital  where  diphtheria, 
scarlet  fever  and  measles  may  be  cared  for  without  peril  to  the  suflferers 
or  the  public.  Frequently,  contagious  diseases  break  out  in  boarding 
houses  and  tenement  blocks,  and  for  want  of  a  proper  place  to  remove  the 
patients  to  they  are  compelled  to  remain,  to  the  great  peril  and  inconven- 
ience of  other  occupants.  All  the  children  in  a  large  block  are  frequently 
barred  from  school  for  several  weeks  on  account  of  one  case  of  contagions 
disease.  With  a  proper  hospital  for  their  reception  the  patients  could  be 
removed  where  they  would  receive  excellent  care. 

Lowell. 

Our  sanitary  inspection  is  carried  on  systematically,  and  includes  ex- 
amination of  conditions  of  cleanliness,  plumbing,  drainage,  water  supply, 
garbage  disposal  and  causes  of  illoess ;  and  to  make  it  fulfil  its  highest 
possibilities,  it  should  be  sustained  by  an  enlightened  public  opinion,  non- 
partisan health  officers  and  ample  appropriations. 

Prevention  costs  less  than  cure,  and  any  work  that  tends  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  disease  should  have  the  good -will  of  those  who  temporarily 
hold  the  purse  strings  of  the  municipality. 

During  the  year  1901  Lowell  had  a  very  large  number  of  cases  of  diph- 
theria. It  contlDued  with  increasing  virulence  during  the  first  month  of 
1902,  120  cases,  the  record  height  for  any  one  month  in  the  year  1902. 
Total  for  1902,  654  cases. 

Sunday,  January  26,  following  an  examination  of  the  inspector's  reports, 
it  was  found  that  in  8  cases  of  the  day  previous  the  families  were  ser\*ed 
by  the  same  milkman,  whose  supply  depot  was  in  an  adjoining  town. 

This  seemed  to  be  an  important  discovery,  and  the  milk  inspector  witji 
the  department  bacteriologist  were  sent  to  the  home  of  the  milkman,  in 
order  to  ascertain  if  there  was  any  reason  to  suppose  him  to  be  the  source 
of  infection.  They  found  the  place  and  the  method  of  distribution  above 
suspicion,  but  the  proprietor  had  been  unwell  for  several  days  with  a  sore 
throat,  and  his  assistant  was  wearing  a  cloth  around  his  throftt,  which  bad 
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troubled  him  for  some  time.  On  being  questioned,  it  was  found  that  both 
had  consulted  a  local  physician,  but  as  he  saw  no  patches  he  diagnosed  the 
trouble  as  tonsilitis.  Cultures  were  taken  from  both  throats  and  they  were 
found  to  contain  diphtheria  germs.  They  both  stopped  at  once  the  delivery 
of  milk,  and  all  cans  and  receptacles  on  the  route  were  collected  and 
thoroughly  washed  and  sterilized. 

Following  this  discovery,  a  number  of  milkmen  were  examined  by  culture 
but  all  were  found  in  a  healthy  condition.  From  January  26  to  February 
6  43  cases  of  diphtheria  were  traced  to  the  personal  exposure  or  the  milk 
supply  of  this  vendor. 

Lynn. 

There  has  been  no  general  epidemic  in  the  city  as  compared  with  some. 
When  we  consider  in  a  city  of  72,000  inhabitants  there  have  been  only  12 
cases  of  small-pox  and  no  deaths,  and  that  10  of  these  cases  came  from 
one  source,  we  are  very  fortunate,  to  say  the  least.  Lynn's  death-rate  is 
the  lowest  of  any  city  of  her  size  in  the  State,  her  hygienic  conditions  are 
of  the  best ;  we  have  pure  air  and  good  water  and  plenty  of  it.  But  with 
all  this  in  our  favor  there  is  only  one  way  to  stamp  out,  and  keep  out,  the 
foulest  of  contagious  diseases,  small-pox.  This  can  be  done  by  vaccina- 
tion alone. 

Nantucket. 

Following  is  the  report  of  the  medical  inspector.  Dr.  Morse  :  — 

During  the  early  part  of  the  fall  information  was  indirectly  received  at  this 
office  from  Wrentham  in  regard  to  a  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  existing 
in  that  town,  it  being  supposed  that  the  disease  was  contracted  at  Siasconset,  a 
summer  resort  upon  the  island  of  Nantucket.  As  a  result  of  this  information  a 
visit  was  made  to  Siasconset  on  September  26  to  investigate  the  existing  con- 
ditions, and  to  determine,  if  possible,  the  source  of  infection. 

Up  to  this  time  only  4  cases  of  the  disease  had  been  brought  to  our  attention, 
but  upon  interviewing  Dr.  Roberts,  a  summer  resident  of  Siasconset,  we  were 
able  to  learn  of  many  other  cases  which  existed  during  the  summer  season  and 
which  had  not  been  reported  to  the  local  board  of  health  as  required  by  law.  The 
excuse  was  that  the  cases  were  not  typical  of  typhoid  fever,  that  they  were  mild 
in  character  and  probably  due  to  another  infection  than  that  of  the  typhoid  germ. 

It  was  the  intention  at  the  time  of  the  beginning  of  the  investigation  to  obtain 
a  list  of  all  of  the  guests  at  the  Ocean  View  Hotel  at  this  resort,  at  which  place 
all  of  the  patients  ill  with  the  disease  stopped,  and  it  was  stated  that  the  hotel 
register  would  be  available  at  the  hotel  when  we  visited  it ;  but  the  register  for 
this  year  was  not  in  the  office,  and  those  who  were  connected  with  the  hotel  at 
the  island  did  not  know  where  it  was.  The  manao^er  of  the  hotel  was  later  in- 
terviewed  in  regard  to  the  register,  and  stated  that  it  had  been  left  there  at  the 
close  of  the  season  and  he  was  not  able  to  tell  where  it  could  be  found  at  that 
time.  He  did,  however,  furnish  a  list  of  about  40  names  of  people  who  were 
guests  at  the  hotel  during  the  summer  and  stated  that  these  names  practically 
represented  200  persons.     It  is  estimated  that  during  the  summer  season  between 
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700  and  800  guests  were  accommodated  at  the  hotel,  so  we  hare  been  able  to 
interview  directly  hardly  one-quarter  of  those  who  spent  their  yacaUons  there. 

From  these  three  sources  we  have  been  able  to  learn  of  nearly  30  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  appearing  among  the  guests  of  this  hotel,  and  from  inquiries  made 
at  the  time  of  the  visit  to  Siasconset  among  the  residents  there  and  from  Dr. 
Roberts  we  are  unable  to  find  any  other  cases  developing  among  those  who  did 
not  stop  or  take  their  meals  at  the  hotel.  So  it  seems  that  the  source  of  infec- 
tion must  exist  at  the  Ocean  View  Hotel. 

Up  to  this  year  typhoid  fever  had  hardly  been  known  or  spoken  of  at  this 
resort,  but  early  in  June,  when  the  hotel  opened  for  the  summer  business,  one  of 
the  first  guests  to  come  was  a  man  from  New  York,  who  had  been  ill  with  typhoid 
fever  and  was  convalescent  at  the  time  of  his  arrival.  The  next  case  to  appear 
was  the  housekeeper  of  the  hotel,  who  was  taken  ill  on  July  8.  The  pastry  cook 
was  taken  ill  on  July  15 ;  the  steward  on  August  12 ;  a  waitress  on  August  14, 
and  the  watchman  on  August  24.  Following  these,  up  to  September  8,  7  other 
cases  appeared,  5  of  them  among  guests,  the  two  others  being  the  clerk  and 
head  waiter  of  the  hotel,  and  following  the  return  of  the  guests  to  their  homes 
12  other  cases  appeared.  It  would  seem  from  the  history  of  these  cases,  appear- 
ing at  irregular  intervals  throughout  practically  the  entire  season,  that  the  source 
of  infection  was  present  all  of  the  time,  instead  of  having  one  specific  source  of 
infection  present  for  only  a  limited  time,  and  when  we  examine  the  water  supply 
at  the  hotel  we  find  the  probable  source  of  infection. 

Up  to  this  season  the  water  supply  was  obtained  from  a  dug  well  twenty-six 
feet  deep,  located  in  a  small  engine  room  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  building  and 
walled  on  the  inside.  Soon  after  the  hotel  opened  in  June  the  sides  of  this  well 
caved  in,  and  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  a  new  supply,  which  was  done  by  driving 
a  small  galvanized  iron  pipe  thirty-one  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground  into 
the  bottom  of  the  old  dug  well.  While  this  was  being  done  a  temporary  supply 
was  obtained  for  the  use  of  the  hotel  at  the  town  pump,  some  distance  away,  and 
an  analysis  of  this  supply  was  made  during  the  middle  of  the  summer,  and  upon 
examination  it  was  found  to  bo  dangerously  polluted.  On  account  of  the  location 
of  this  driven  well  it  is  exposed  to  many  possible  sources  of  pollution.  A  pipe 
which  conveys  the  sink  water  from  the  kitchen  to  a  cess-pool  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  from  the  well,  and  at  a  lower  elevation,  passes  within  ten  feet  of 
the  well.  A  cess-pool  with  plank  sides  and  an  earth  bottom,  receiving  the  sewage 
from  the  water-closets  at  the  hotel,  is  located  sixty-three  feet  from  it  and  upon  a 
higher  elevation.  A  privy  with  an  uncovered  vault,  used  by  the  employees  at  the 
hotel,  is  located  about  ninety  feet  from  the  well  upon  a  higlu^r  elevation  and 
draining  towards  the  well,  and  the  yard  about  the  building  iiad  a  decidedly 
unclean  appearance  at  a  time  when  the  cleaning-up  process  had  been  completed. 
The  water  from  this  well  was  pumped  by  a  steam  engine  to  the  rooms  of  the 
hotel  itself,  and  also  into  a  coverless  wooden  tank  located  in  a  room  on  the  top 
fioor  of  a  building  called  the  Annex,  and  was  supplied  to  the  different  floors 
under  this  pressure.  The  room  in  which  the  tank  was  located  was  used  as  a 
store-room  by  the  servants  of  the  hotel,  and  it  contained  slop  pails,  and  a  sink 
into  which,  apparently,  slops  were  turned.  The  Annex  contained  sleeping  apart- 
ments for  those  who  boarded  at  the  hotel. 

The  probable  source  of  infection  is,  apparently,  the  use  of  the  well  water,  and 
it  seems  possible,  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the  housekeeper,  the  pastry  oook 
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and  two  waiters  had  the  disease,  that  the  infection  may  in  addition  have  been 
transferred  directly  to  the  food  eaten  by  the  guests. 

A  sample  of  water  was  obtained  from  the  driven  well  and  upon  examination  it 
was  found  to  be  polluted  to  a  considerable  extent. 

During  the  summer,  after  the  town  pump  water  had  been  found  upon  exami- 
nation to  be  polluted,  a  new  well  was  driven  about  fifteen  feet  distant  from  the 
old  well,  and  a  sample  of  water  collected  at  the  time  of  my  visit  showed  this 
supply  to  be  even  more  polluted  than  the  old  one,  the  location  of  the  well  being 
only  about  fifteen  feet  distant  from  a  privy  which  was  in  constant  use.  Other 
samples  of  water  were  obtained  from  supplies  located  in  other  parts  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  the  results  of  the  analyses  from  these  wells  show  them  to  be,  with  but 
two  exceptions,  seriously  polluted  and  unfit  to  use  for  drinking  purposes.  One 
of  these  wells  is  that  located  at  the  Beach  House  and  the  other  one  upon  the 
estate  of  Dr.  Harrison  Allen,  on  Atlantic  Avenue,  both  being  driven  wells. 

It  would  seem  necessary,  before  the  opening  of  another  season,  that  some 
measures  should  be  taken  by  the  town  of  Nantucket  to  obtain  a  good  water  sup- 
ply and  a  proper  system  of  sewage  disposal  for  the  houses  and  hotels  which  are 
located  at  this  resort.  They  are,  for  the  most  part,  within  a  limited  area  or  hud- 
dled together,  each  house  having  its  individual  well,  constantly  exposed  to  the 
drainage,  not  only  of  their  own  houses,  but  of  those  immediately  surrounding. 
It  would  seem  possible,  in  the  opinion  of  the  engineer,  to  introduce  a  water  sup- 
ply and  a  sewerage  system  at  comparatively  slight  expense  which  would  supply 
the  inhabitants  of  the  resort  and  would  prove  of  great  benefit  to  the  place  as  a 
summer  resort. 

Newton. 

During  the  year  over  40  suspects  were  visited  by  the  board,  and  of  this 
Dumber  22  proved  to  be  small-pox,  while  the  remainder  were  examples  of 
disease  over  which  the  board  has  no  control.  It  is  this  willingness  to 
report  even  doubtful  cases  as  soon  as  seen,  instead  of  waiting  until  the 
disease  has  declared  itself,  that  has  enabled  the  board,  in  almost  every 
instance,  to  get  control  of  the  real  cases  at  the  earliest  moment. 

In  almost  every  case  where  the  patients  have  been  ill  for  several  days 
before  the  board  has  been  aware  of  the  fact  investigation  has  shown  that 
the  delay  was  due  to  a  failure  to  call  a  physician. 

That  Newton  has  not  had  a  severe  epidemic  of  infections  disease  for 
many  years  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  promptness  with  which  the  reports 
are  sent  in  by  the  physicians,  who  are,  after  all,  unofficial  and  most  valu- 
able medical  inspectors. 

The  outbreak  of  small-pox  which  occurred  during  the  closing  months  of 
1901  continued  during  the  present  year,  and  Newton  had  its  share  of  cases. 
The  beginning  of  the  year  saw  the  small-pox  hospital  with  but  1  case  in 
the  wards,  but  other  cases  were  reported  from  time  to  time,  and  before  the 
year  ended  22  cases  had  been  reported,  with  1  death,  a  mortality  of  4.54 
per  cent.  By  far  the  greater  number  of  cases  occurred  in  unvaccinated 
persons,  17  out  of  the  total  stating  that  they  had  never  been  vaccinated  or 
else  showing  no  visible  scar.     Several  of  the  patients  said  that  they  had 
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been  vaccinated,  but  showed  no  scar,  and  carefal  questioning  failed  to 
establish  proof  of  a  successful  operation.  Thej  gave  no  history  of  a  sore 
arm,  and  the  vaccination  was  evidently  a  failure.  In  this  connection  it  is 
proper  to  state  that  many  persons  will  say  that  they  have  been  vaccinated 
when  in  reality  all  that  they  have  done  was  to  submit  to  an  inoculatioii 
which  failed  to  ^^  take."  This,  of  course,  does  not  constitute  vaccination 
in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term,  and  is  absolutely  useless  for  protection 
against  small-pox. 

It  is  well  to  repeat  the  inoculation  after  any  known  exposure  to  infec- 
tion in  order  to  make  ^'  assurance  doubly  sure."  Repeated  vaccination 
has  been  the  practice  among  those  members  of  the  board  whose  duties  led 
to  frequent  exposure.  When  the  inoculation  did  not  ^Hake"  it  has  been 
repeated  as  often  as  once  a  week  until  a  successful  result  was  obtained,  or 
the  liability  to  infection  ceased.  As  a  result  of  this  practice  no  member  of 
the  board  nor  any  employee  or  nurse  contracted  the  disease,  although  re- 
peatedly exposed  to  infection. 

With  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  the  board  discontinued  the  old 
custom  of  segregating  and  quarantining  the  inmates  of  a  house  from  which 
a  case  of  small-pox  had  been  removed.  It  was  felt  to  be  a  great  and  un- 
necessary hardship  to  confine  to  the  house  for  two  weeks  well  persons 
whose  misfortune  it  was  that  a  member  of  the  household  had  contracted 
small-pox.  As  these  persons  were  well  themselves  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  be  dangerous  to  others  provided  they  were  properly  disinfected. 
For  this  reason  the  following  procedure  was  adopted :  the  house  where  the 
disease  had  appeared  was  thoroughly  disinfected,  all  persons  living  in  the 
house  were  vaccinated,  the  clothing  which  they  wore  at  the  time  the  disease 
was  present  disinfected,  and  they  were  allowed  to  go.  They  were  warned 
to  call  in  a  physician  if  they  felt  in  the  least  ill,  and  they  were  visited 
occasionally  during  the  time  when  they  might  be  expected  to  show  symp- 
toms of  the  disease.  In  case  vaccination  was  refused  the  exposed  person 
was  quarantined  for  two  weeks. 

The  board  was  blamed  somewhat  when  the  public  learned  that  the  qnar- 
antioe  of  suspects  had  been  discontinued,  but  no  evil  results  followed  the 
change,  and  the  board  feels  that  the  correctness  of  its  position  in  the  mat- 
ter has  been  demonstrated. 

The  new  infectious  disease  wards  have  accommodations  for  twenty-five 
patients  each,  giving  a  total  of  fift}'  beds,  which  should  be  ample  for  the 
needs  of  the  city  for  many  years  to  come. 

North  Attleborough. 

The  persistent  pollution  of  the  Ten  Mile  River,  making  it  the  receptacle 
for  so  much  sewage  of  the  town,  must  ultimately  become  so  obnoxious  as 
to  constitute  a  source  of  filth,  with  its  disease-spreading  influences.  The 
qucBtion  has  been  raised,  whether  the  clearing  out  of  the  bed  of  the  river 
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would  not  relieve  this  threatening  condition  for  many  years.  As  a  com- 
mittee has  been  appointed  fpr  the  investigation  of  this  question,  the  board 
of  health  awaits  the  report  of  this  committee  withoat  expressing  an  opinion 
either  pro  or  con. 

As  the  effect  of  using  the  stream  for  a  sewer  will  be  more  apparent  and 
obnoxious  during  the  dry  season  the  board  of  health  entered  a  protest 
against  the  use  of  the  river  as  a  cess-pool  by  a  laundry  company.  The 
only  course  open  to  the  board  was  to  inform  the  party  that,  in  case  any 
complaint  should  arise  from  such  use  of  the  river,  all  connections  with  the 
stream  must  be  closed  within  twenty-four  hours. 

Palmer. 

Upon  application  the  State  Board  of  Health  has  kept  us  well  supplied 
with  antitoxin,  and  its  general  use  by  the  physicians  of  the  town  in  diph- 
theria has  been  rewarded  by  very  few  deaths  when  compared  with  the 

number  of  cases  reported. 

Plymouth. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  board  to  note  that  the  town  voted  at  its  last  meet- 
ing that  all  premises  on  the  line  of  the  public  sewer  should  be  connected 
therewith  within  a  reasonable  length  of  time.  It  is  not  always  easy  to 
enforce  the  regulations  which  the  board  deems  necessary  for  the  public 
good,  and  it  is  encouraging  to  have  such  an  assurance  of  support. 

The  water  of  the  Elder  Brewster  or  Pilgrim  Spring  is  kept  under  sur- 
veillance and  occasionally  analyzed  on  account  of  the  opportunity  for  con- 
tamination which  its  location  affords,  but  it  continues  to  remain  pure  in  the 
estimation  of  the  State  Board. 

The  following  report  relates  to  an  inspection  made  at  Plymouth  by  Dr. 
Morse,  medical  inspector,  on  account  of  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever 
which  had  been  reported  from  Plymouth :  — 

During  the  early  part  of  October  my  attention  was  called  by  the  board  of  health 
of  the  town  of  Plymouth  to  a  large  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  which  had 
occurred  during  the  preceding  weeks,  and  it  was  asked  that  an  investigation  be 
made  in  order  to  determine  the  origin  of  the  disease.  A  visit  was  made  to  the 
town  and  12  patients  were  visited,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  source  of  in- 
fection Of  these  cases,  7  lived  in  one  house,  and  it  was  learned  that  the  first 
patient  was  a  child  thirteen  months  of  age,  who  had  come  to  the  town  ill  with 
the  disease  on  September  5,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  child's  mother  and  sister 
had  it  at  home,  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  ho  contracted  it  from  them.  The 
disease  was  unrecognized  in  the  early  part  of  the  illness,  they  employing  no  phy- 
sician and  there  being  no  steps  taken  towards  disinfection  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  disease.  On  October  10  another  member  of  the  family  was  taken  ill;  on 
October  13  two  others ;  on  October  18  two  more,  and  on  October  23  the  sixth  case 
occurred  in  this  family. 

The  water  supply  was  obtained  from  the  public  system  and  the  milk  from  Mr. 
Beckford,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  infection  was  obtained  from 
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either  of  these  sources,  and  the  disease  was  probably  transmitted  directly  from 
one  member  of  the  family  to  another  on  account  of  the  lack  of  the  usual  precau- 
tions that  are  taken  in  such  cases. 

Of  the  remaining  5  cases,  1  came  to  Plymouth  from  Chicago  and  was  ill  with 
the  disease  when  he  arrived.  Another  had  visited  out  of  town  for  several  days 
and  it  is  not  possible  to  state  the  origin  of  her  illness.  The  third  was  an  electric 
lineman,  working  a  large  part  of  the  time  upon  country  roads  and  drinking  water 
from  any  available  source. 

Eliminating  these  cases,  it  is  apparent  that  the  town  of  Plymouth  did  not  have 
an  unusually  large  number  of  cases  of  the  disease  present  for  that  time  of  the 
year,  and  the  board  of  health  was  informed  of  this  conclusion. 

Revere. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  but  four  piggeries  in  Revere,  two  having 
been  abolished  because  of  the  filthy  manner  in  which  they  were  maintained. 

As  the  population  of  the  town  is  rapidly  increasing,  we  believe  it  is  bat 

the  question  of  a  short  time  before  these  institutions  will  all  have  to  give 

way  to  the  improvement  of  the  town  and  go  beyond  its  limit  to  some  less 

thickly  settled  locality. 

Salem. 

The  board  are  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  antitoxin  is  the  greatest  known 
remedy  for  diphtheria,  but  it  must  be  used  in  timey  and  freely. 

The  board  feel  it  again  a  duty  to  call  attention  to  the  law  concerniog 
contagious  hospitals  and  the  great  want  of  Salem  in  this  direction. 

SOMERVILLE. 

Number  of  nuisances  abated, 794 

Number  of  nuisances  referred  to  board  of  1903,      ....  79 

Number  of  nuisances  complained  of, 878 

Number  of  complaints  (many  covering  more  than  one  nuisance), .  460 

Number  of  notices  mailed, 723 

Number  of  notices  served  by  constables, 41 

In  addition  to  the  above,  232  dead  animals  have  been  removed  from  the 
public  streets,  and  many  nuisances  have  been  abated  on  verbal  notice  from 
the  agent,  without  action  by  the  board,  of  which  no  record  has  been  made. 
Each  spring  the  whole  city  is  examined,  and  cellars,  yards  and  alleyways 
where  rubbish  and  filth  have  collected  are  required  to  be  cleaned. 

Glanders, — Fifty-six  cases  of  glanders  have  been  reported  daring  the 
year.  Prompt  action  was  taken  in  every  case,  and  51  of  the  horses  were 
killed,  5  being  released  from  quarantine  by  order  of  the  Cattle  Com- 
missioners. 

By  special  request  of  attending  physicians  the  agent  has  disinfected 
rooms  that  have  been  occupied  by  patients  with  consamptioD,  ^phoid 
fever  and  cancer.  He  has  also  disinfected  a  large  number  of  library  booki, 
And  has  burned  a  quantity  of  infected  bedding  and  other  material. 


* 
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SOUTHBRIDGE. 

DuriDg  the  months  of  April,  May  and  June  the  town  was  visited  with  an 
extensive  epidemic  of  small-pox.  Forty  eases  of  that  disease  occurred  in 
Southbridge  during  the  year.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  early  in  the 
epidemic  there  were  those  who  did  not  realize  the  necessity  for  strict  quar- 
antine, and  were  induced,  from  motives  best  known  to  themselves,  to  in- 
terfere with  the  efforts  of  this  board  to  stamp  out  the  disease.  Professional 
incompatibilities,  in  which  we  cannot  think  the  people  generally  have  much 
interest,  and  which  most  certainly  ought  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  sanitary 
regulations,  seem  to  have  operated  to  hinder  and  obstruct  the  board  of 
health  in  carrying  out  its  proper  and  required  work.  Finally  a  general 
vaccination  was  ordered,  which  effectually  put  an  end  to  the  contagion. 

Springfield. 

Recognizing  the  danger  of  conveying  infection  by  the  careless  use  of  the 
tools  and  utensils  in  barber  shops,  the  following  regulations  were  adopted 
by  the  board  in  February  :  — 

The  place  of  business,  together  with  all  furniture,  shall  be  kept  at  all  times  in 
a  cleanly  condition. 

Mugs,  shaving  brushes  and  razors  shall  be  sterilized  in  boiling  water  after 
•every  separate  use  thereof. 

A  separate  clean  towel  shall  be  used  for  each  person. 

Alum  or  other  material  used  to  stop  the  flow  of  blood  shall  be  used  in  powdered 
form  and  applied  on  a  towel. 

The  use  of  powder  puffs  is  prohibited. 

The  use  of  sponges  is  prohibited. 

Every  barber  shop  shall  be  provided  with  running  hot  and  cold  water.  No 
person  shall  be  allowed  to  use  any  barber  shop  as  a  dormitory.  Every  barber 
shall  cleanse  liis  hands  thoroughly  immediately  after  serving  each  customer. 

Hair  brushes  and  combs  shall  be  thoroughly  washed,  at  least  once  a  day. 

The  above  regulations  have  been  printed  on  cardboard  hangers  and  dis- 
tributed to  each  barber  shop. 

Continuing  the  custom  inaugurated  last  year,  free  vaccination  had  been 
offered  every  Saturday  morning  at  the  office  of  the  health  department. 
Printed  cards  of  instructions  as  to  the  proper  care  of  the  arm  are  given  to 
each  person,  and  certificates  of  vaccination  are  given  upon  the  return  of 
the  patient  with  evidence  of  a  successful  operation. 

Wakefield. 

The  following  report  of  Medical  Inspector  Morse  relates  to  an  epidemic 
of  typhoid  fever  at  Wakefield  which  apparently  was  traceable  to  pollution 
•of  the  public  water  supply  of  the  town  :  — 
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On  September  15  ray  attention  was  called  by  the  board  of  health  of  the  town 
of  Wakefield  to  the  existence  of  a  large  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  which 
had  occurred  in  the  town  during  the  preceding  two  weeks,  and  it  was  asked  that 
an  investigation  be  made  as  to  the  cause  of  the  disease.  A  visit  was  accordingly 
made  to  the  town  and  20  patients  ill  with  the  disease  were  visited,  and  informa- 
tion obtained  relating  to  the  source  of  the  infection.  Of  these  cases,  3  were  ill 
about  two  months  previous,  all  members  of  one  family.  The  water  for  drink- 
ing was  obtained  from  a  well  at  their  own  house.  One  was  ill  in  the  early  part 
of  August,  and  from  the  history  obtained  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  she 
contracted  the  disease  while  away  from  home.  Of  the  remaining  16,  all  of  them 
went  to  bed  between  the  first  and  eleventh  of  the  month.  They  had  variable 
milk  supplies,  one  dealer  conducting  a  large  business  having  5  cases  upon  his  route. 

All  of  these  patients  obtained  their  water  from  the  public  supply,  and  attention 
was  next  directed  to  possible  existing  sources  of  pollution.  The  water  supply  of 
the  town  is  supplied  from  Crystal  Lake,  situated  only  a  short  distance  from  the 
thickly  populated  part  of  the  town.  An  extensive  ice  business  is  carried  on  at 
the  easterly  end  of  the  lake,  and  during  the  summer  season  a  trunk  sewer  was 
being  constructed  along  the  edge  of  the  lake  for  a  considerable  distance.  It  was 
the  custom  of  the  contractors  to  pump  the  water  collecting  in  the  sewer  trench 
into  a  wooden  trough,  from  which  it  flowed  directly  into  Crystal  Lake.  Strict 
orders  had  been  issued  by  the  superintendent  in  charge  that  jio  nuisance  should 
be  committed  by  the  laborers  upon  the  work,  but  it  was  known  that  such  con- 
ditions did  exist,  for  several  of  the  laborers  were  discharged  as  the  result  of 
disobedience  of  this  order.  An  analysis  of  a  sample  of  this  water  taken  on  Sep- 
tember 16  did  not  show.anv  marked  variation  from  the  usual  character  of  the 
water,  but  a  sample  obtained  a  few  days  later  showed  the  presence,  on  analysis 
of  colon  bacilli. 

The  board  of  health  of  the  town  was  informed  of  the  probable  source  of  infec- 
tion and  advised  to  warn  the  people  to  boil  all  water  before  using  for  drinking 
purposes,  and  the  water  company  was  asked  to  have  the  sewer  trench  water 
diverted  from  their  supply. 

During  the  following  ten  days  5  other  patients  became  ill  with  the  disease, 
which  apparently  ended  the  epidemic,  as  no  other  cases  were  reported  until  the 
latter  part  of  October,  when  2  cases  occurred,  which,  however,  could  not  be 
attributed  to  this  infection. 

Waltham.  • 

Except  for  an  epidemic  of  measles  the  city  has  been  unusually  free  from 
infectious  diseases  during  the  year. 

About  six  hundred  complaints,  varying  in  their  nature,  have  been  re- 
ceived during  the  year.  All  complaints  have  been  investigated  and  socb 
measures  adopted  as  conditions  seemed  to  warrant. 

An  examination  of  many  of  the  dairies  in  this  city  and  in  neighboring 
towns  where  our  milk  is  produced  has  been  made. 

Ware. 

That  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  improyes  each  year  is 
ind/eated  by  the  fewer  number  of  calls  to  abate  nuisances  wMch  ttietiiu- 
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tary  inspector  receives,  and  the  past  year  has  been  particularly  noticeable 

in  this  respect.     Discarding  the  old  privy  vaults  and  wells  and  the  more 

careful  attention  given  to  the  cleanliness  of  premises  have  done  much 

towards  this  result. 

Watertown. 

By  vote  of  the  town  sufficient  appropriations  were  made  to  build  a  new 
isolation  hospital,  which  is  much  better  for  its  contemplated  purposes  than 
any  structure  heretofore  possessed  by  the  town. 

Twelve  or  more  patients  may  be  accommodated  at  the  same  time,  and 
there  are  two  wards  for  the  sexes,  each  separate  and  distinct  from  the 
other.  There  are  accommodations  also  for  the  doctor,  nurse  and  house- 
keeper. One  of  the  features  of  the  hospital  is  the  dead  wall,  which  sepa- 
rates the  contagious  from  the  living  wards  of  the  hospital.  A  fence  has 
been  built,  which  serves  to  screen  from  the  view  of  passers-by  any  person 
who  is  being  taken  into  the  hospital  as  a  patient,  and  also  affords  a  secluded 
though  somewhat  restricted  exercise  yard  for  convalescent  patients.  We 
have  already  had  one  patient  in  the  hospital,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report 
that  all  of  the  appliances  for  supplying  heat,  water,  etc.,  were  found  to  be 
in  perfect  working  order. 

Westpgrt. 

The  following  report  of  Dr.  Morse,  medical  inspector  of  the  Board,  re- 
lates to  an  inspection  made  at  Westport  on  account  of  typhoid  fever :  — 

On  October  25  my  attention  was  called  by  the  board  of  health  of  the  town  of 
Westport  to  the  presence  of  7  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  town,  and  it  was  asked 
that  an  investigation  bo  made  as  to  the  cause  of  the  disease.  A  visit  was  accord- 
ingly made  to  the  family  from  which  the  cases  were  reported  and  it  was  found  that 
in  September,  1901,  a  member  of  the  family  seventeen  years  of  age  became  ill 
with  the  disease  while  away  and  came  home  to  be  cared  for.  On  July  30  of  this 
year  a  brother  twelve  years  of  age  was  taken  ill;  on  September  27  another 
brother  nine  years  of  age ;  on  October  1  a  brother  seven  years  of  age ;  on  Octo- 
ber 11  a  brother  twenty -one  years  of  age,  and  on  October  17  a  sister  eighteen 
years  of  age,  were  taken  ill.  It  was  apparent,  from  the  history,  that  infection 
was  ti-ansmitted  directly  from  one  member  of  the  family  to  another,  for  all  assisted 
at  times  in  the  care  of  those  already  ill. 

The  well  from  which  the  water  supply  of  the  house  was  obtained  was  located 
at  such  a  place  that  it  was  possible  for  it  to  be  polluted,  and  upon  examination  it 
was  found  to  be  quite  seriously  contaminated.  The  board  of  health  was  advised 
to  stop  further  use  of  this  well. 

Winchester. 

At  the  time  of  making  our  report  last  year  we  were  straining  every  nerve 
to  induce  people  to  be  vaccinated,  hoping  to  keep  the  town  free  from 
small- pox.  Free  vaccination  was  offered  and  many  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity,  but  we  regret  to  say  that  we  still  have  many  unvaccinated 
inhabitants. 
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The  town  has  appointed  a  committee  to  report  upon  location  and  cost  of 
a  suitable  building,  where  cases  of  contagious  diseases  may  be  properly 
treated  with  greatest  safety  to  the  public. 

Worcester. 

In  comparison  with  1901  there  was  a  large  reduction  in  the  number  of 
bathers.  This  was  due  entirely  to  the  coolness  of  the  season.  The  bath 
houses  were  opened  for  use  June  9  and  closed  September  13.  Eighteen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  men  and  boys  used  the  men's  house 
during  the  season.  At  the  women's  bath  house  11,495  persons  were  ac- 
commodated. 

In  October  the  board  adopted  the  following  rule  :  — 

Pulmonary  and  laryngeal  tuberculosis  are  hereby  declared  to  be  infectious  and 
communicable  diseases,  dangerous  to  the  public  health.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
every  physician  who  may  be  called  to  attend  such  cases,  and  of  every  householder 
in  whose  family  these  diseases  exist,  to  report  to  the  board  of  health  in  writing 
the  name,  age,  sex,  occupation  and  address  of  every  person  having  such  diseases. 

It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  of  every  public  or  private  insti- 
tution or  dispensary  in  this  city  to  report  to  the  board  of  health  all  cases  of  these 
diseases  which  may  come  under  his  observation. 

The  addition  of  this  disease  to  the  number  of  communicable  diseases 
places  Worcester  abreast  of  the  most  progressive  cities  of  the  coantry,  aod 
much  good  is  expected  to  result  from  it.  At  present  we  disinfect  after  the 
death  or  removal  of  each  case.  We  also  send  a  circular  of  instruction  to 
the  family  of  each  patient.  On  December  1  reports  began  to  be  received, 
and  to  the  end  of  the  year  51  oases  were  reported  and  28  rooms  were  disto- 
fected. 

The  isolation  hospital  continues  the  good  work  of  previous  years.  More 
cases  were  treated  there  than  in  the  year  preceding. 

We  again  earnestly  recommend  an  additional  ward  for  mixed  infections, 
and  also  for  those  cases  of  measles  which  an  epidemic  of  that  disease  is 
sure  to  bring  forth.  These  cases  are  servants  in  private  families,  em- 
ployees and  pupils  in  educational  institutions,  and  inmates  of  hotels  and 
boarding-houses.  All  of  these  are  so  situated  that  it  is  impossible  to  prop- 
erly care  for  or  isolate  them,  and  in  consequence  they  are  a  source  of  great 
anxiety  and  expense  to  the  persons  with  whom  they  are  connected. 

We  have  had  applications  from  all  of  these  during  the  past  three  months, 
but  were  obliged  to  refuse  because  there  is  no  provision  for  the  care  and 
solatioQ  of  this  disease  at  the  hospital. 
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Examination  of 120 

(Skinner  Manofacturing  Company),  advice  of  Board  relative  to  the  water  of  a 

certain  well 20 

Examination  of  water  of  a  certain  well 121 

Holzer-Cabot  Electric  Company  (Brookline),  advice  of  Board  relative  to  the  water  of 

certain  wells 7 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 106 

Honey,  examination  of i8l 

Hoosick  River 386,444 

Cities  and  towns,  considerable  portions  of  which  are  within  the  water-shed  of  the  386 

Special  examination  of       .       . 389 

Chemical  examination  of  water  from,  and  its  branches 390 

Above  Adams ;  below  Adams ;  at  month,  south  branch 390 

At  month,  north  branch ;  a  mile  below  the  outlet  of  the  North  Adams  main 

sewer 390 

At  Williamstown 391 

Hopedale,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Milford) 121 

Hopkin^»n,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 121 

Hopkinton  Reservoir,  examination  of  water  of  (Metropolitan  Water  District)     .        .  97 

Honsatonic  River 391,444 

Cities  and  towns,  considerable  portions  of  which  are  within  the  water-shed  of  the  392 

Special  examination  of 395 

Chemical  examination  of  water  from  the,  and  its  branches 396 

East  branch,  west  branch,  south-west  branch,  at  Pittsfield 396 

Below  Pittsfield 396 

Below  Stockbridge 397 

At  Sheffield •       .        .        .        .  397 

Hudson,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  pollution  of  Clye  Brook    ....  81 

Examination  of  Assabet  River  below 366 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of      ... 122 

Hull,  examination  of  sewer  outlets  in 299, 311 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Hingham) 122 

(Fort  Revere),  advice  of  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal M 

Hnntington,  examination  of  Westfleld  River  at      ....*...        .  438 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 122 

Hyde  Park,  examination  of  Neponset  River  at 423 

Health  of 575 

Water  snpply  of,  advice  of  Board SO 

Advice  of  Board  relative  to  certain  wells 21 

Examination  of  water  of  certain  wells 123 

Hyde  Park  and  Milton,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 122 

Ice,  viability  of  B.  Coli  and  B.  Typhosus  in 272 

Ice  supplies,  action  of  Board  in  regard  to  applications  for  advice  concerning       .  72 

Illuminating  gas,  questions  relative  to,  submitted  to  the  Board  by  the  Legislature      .  xliv 

Reply  of  the  Board xliv 

Immunization,  by  use  of  antitoxin 514 

Indian  Brook,  examination  of  water  of  (Metropolitan  Water  District)         ...  97 

Infected  articles,  an  act  relative  to xxviii 

Infectious  diseases,  prevalence  of,  in  Massachusetts viii 

Deaths  from,  in  1901  and  1902 ix 

Deaths  and  death-rates  from,  by  ten-year  periods,  1851-1900 x 

The  death-rate  of  cities x 

By  sexes  and  ages,  1&99-1901 xlf 
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Infectious  diseaMS,  preTalence  of,  in  MMM^UBetta—Conehtded, 

CeD8a8ofl900 xli 

Recorded  and  corrected  death-rates  per  1,000  persons  living  in  Massacliasettt* 

cities  of  more  than  25,000  inhabitants  in  1900 xiii 

Small-pox XY 

Distribution  of XTi 

Occupations  of  persons  attacked  by xvii 

Summary  of  several  years xrii 

Sex ;  fatality ;  condition  as  to  Taccination ;  ages xviii 

Consumption xxl 

Typhoid  fever xxiii 

Diphtheria xxiv 

Influenza,  mortality  from  (tables)   .                       .    , 058,  562 

Inspection,  medical  and  sanitary,  and  health  of  towns xxxi 

Inspection  of  food  and  drugs.    (Sbe  Food  and  Drug  Inspection.) 

Ipswich,  health  of 575 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 123 

.Jams  and  jellies 486 

Ketchup,  examination  of ' 486 

Kidneys,  diseases  of,  mortality  from  (tables) 558,  562 

Kingston,  water  supply  of,  examination  of '       .       .  124 

Lake  Ck)chituate,  examination  of  water  of,  at  Wayland  (Metropolitan  Water  District)  98 

Lakes,  ponds  and,  examinations  of  waters 258 

liancaster,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal 55 

Examination  of  Nashua  River  at 418,419 

Lard,  examination  of 481 

Lawrence,  examination  of  Merrimack  River,  above 406 

Experiments  upon  the  purification  of  sewage  and  water  at  the  Lawrence  Experi- 
ment Station xxxiv,  179 

Health  of 576 

Water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 21 

Examination  of 124 

Lawrence  city  filter 235 

Leach,  Albert  E.,  analyst,  report  on  the  analysis  of  food  and  drags      ....  469 

Lead,  per  cent,  of  in  cosmetics 494 

Lee,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 125 

Leicester,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 125 

Lemon  extract,  examination  of 479 

Lenox,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 125 

Leominster,  examination  of  Monoosnock  Brook,  below  (see  Nashua  River)               .  418 

Water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 24 

Examination  of 125 

Lexington,  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 26 

Examination  of 126 

Lime  juice,  examination  of 487 

Limonite,  treatment  of  sewage  in  filter  constructed  of 190, 195 

Lincoln,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Concord) 127 

Liquors,  inspection  of 498 

Circular  relating  to 496 

Directions  for  taking  samples  for  analysis 499 

Form  of  label 499 

Form  of  certificate 500 

Analyses  of,  how  recorded 500 

Longmeadow,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 127 
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Lowell,  examination  of  Merrimack  Riyer,  above 40S 

Health  of 575 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 127 

Lndlow,  examination  of  Chicopee  River,  below 359 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Springfield) 128 

Lynn,  examination  of  sewer  outlets  in 300 

Health  of 577 

Lynn  and  Saugus,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 128 

Lynnfield  (J.  F.  Smith),  advice  of  Board  relative  to  the  water  of  a  certain  spring        .  27 

Examination  of  the  water  of  a  certain  spring 129 

Mace,  examination  of 4H2 

Malaria,  report  upon  the  work  of  the  B(^d  relating  to 528 

Malarial  fever,  mortality  from  (tables) 558, 562 

Maiden,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Metropolitan  Wat«r  District)                 .  130 

Malic  acid  in  vinegar,  test  for 485 

Manchester,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  pollution  of  Saw  Mill  Brook        .        .  82 

Water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 27 

Examination  of 13(> 

(Essex  County  Club)  advice  of  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal ....  55 

Manhan  River,  examination  of  (see  Connecticut  River) 377 

Mansfield,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 131 

Manual  of  health  laws .  xxx 

Manufacturing  wastes,  pollution  of  streams  by 330 

Maple  sugar  and  syrup,  examination  of 482 

Marblehead,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  an  ice  supply 75 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of .  131 

Marlborough,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 131 

Marshfield,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 132 

Massachusetts  Reformatory  (Concord),  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board    ...  8 

Examination  of 110 

Mattapan  Improvement  Association,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  pollution  of 

Neponset  River 83 

Maynard,  examination  of  Assabet  River,  below 366 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 132 

(American  Woolen  Company),  advice  of  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal  .        .  56 

Measles,  mortality  from  (tables) 558,  562 

Reported  cases  of 537,  MO 

Medfield,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 132 

Medfield  Insane  Asylum,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 133 

Medford,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Metropolitan  Water  District)      .        .  133 

Medical  and  sanitary  inspection xxxi 

Melrose,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Metropolitan  Water  District)                .  133 

Merrimack  River,  examination  of  sewer  outlets  into 397,  445 

Principal  cities  and  towns  on  the,  and  its  tributaries 398 

Special  examination  of 407 

Chemical  examination  of  water  from  the 408 

Above  Lowell;  above  Lawrence 408 

Above  Haverhill ;  below  Haverhill 406 

Merrimack  River  water,  turbidity  of 231 

Monthly  averages 231 

Daily  turbidity  ' 232 

Meteorology 586 

Methnen,  water  supply  of,  examination  of '  ,  131 

Metropolitan  Water  District 9fr 

Examination  of  Qainepoxet  River,  Holden 98 

Stillwater  River,  SterUng 9^ 
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Metropolitan  Water  District  —  Concluded. 

Nashua  Riyer,  South  Branch,  above  Clinton 96 

Sudbury  Reservoir '    .        .       .  96 

Framingham  Reservoir  No.  3 97 

Indian  Broolc,  at  head  of  Hopkinton  Reservoir 97 

Hopkinton  Reservoir 97 

Cold  Spring?  Brook 97 

Ashland  Reservoir 97, 96 

Sudburj  River,  at  head  of  Framingham  Reservoir  No.  2 96 

Fraraingham  Reservoir  No.  2 98 

Lake  Cochituate,  Wajland 96 

Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir 98 

Spot  Pond,  Stoneham 98 

Faucet  at  State  House,  Boston 99 

Faucets  in  Revere 99 

Faucets  in  Quincy 99 

Metropolitan,  north,  sewerage  district 291 

Description  of  main  outlet  of  the *.        .        .       .  292 

Other  outlets  in  the 293 

East  Boston 293 

Chelsea 294 

Metropolitan,  south,  sewerage  districts, 288,  299 

Middleborough,  examination  of  Nemasket  River  at 431 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 133 

Middlesex  School  (Concord),  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 9 

Examination  of 110 

Middleton,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Danvers) 184 

Milford,  special  examination  of  Charles  River,  near 349 

Chemical  examination  of  water  from  Charles  River,  above  and  below   .       .       .  349 

Water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 29 

Milford  and  Hopedale,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 134 

Milk,  analysis  of 455,469 

Adulterated,  cities  and  towns  to  which  notices  were  sent,  on  account  of        .  458 

Preservatives  in 474 

Condensed 470 

Milk  and  milk  products,  prosecutions  on  account  of 461 

Milk  statistics,  summary  of 472 

Mill  and  Manhan  rivers,  examination  of  (see  Connecticut  River) 377 

Millbury,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 134 

Miller's  Falls  Company  (Montague),  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board       ...  32 

Examination  of * 136 

Miller's  River,  examination  of  sewer  outlets  into 409,  446 

Towns,  considerable  portions  of  which  are  within  the  water-shed  of      .       .       .  409 

Special  examination  of 412 

Chemical  examination  of  water  from 413 

Above  Athol ;  above  Orange ;  below  Orange 413 

Millis,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 130 

Millville,  examination  of  Blackstone  River  at 343 

Milton,  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board  (see  Hyde  Park) 30-32 

Examination  of  (see  Metropolitan  Water  District) 135 

Advice  of  Board  to  O.  H.  Flanders 32 

Examination  of  water  from  well  of  O.  H.  Flanders 135 

Milton  Lower  Mills,  examination  of  Neponset  River  at 423 

Mineral  and  organic  matter,  comparative  removal  of  from  sewage        ....  185 

Mittineague,  examination  of  Westfield  River,  above 439 

Molasses,  examination  of 482 

Monson,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 135 
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Montagae»  water  Rupply  of,  examination  of 136 

(Miller's  Falls  Company),  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 32 

Examination  of  ' 136 

Morse,  F.  L.,   M  D.,  inspector,   investigations   in   regard   to   infections   diseases 

567,  577,  581,  583, 586 
Visits  made  to  cities  and  towns  by,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  cases  sus- 
pected of  being  small-pox 687 

Mortality  reports : 

Statistical  summaries 531 

Weekly  mortality  returns 533 

Meteorology 536 

Fatality  of  certain  diseases 537 

Official  returns  of  notified  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health  ....  540 

Certain  infectious  diseases  by  months 541 

List  of  cities  and  towns  from  which  no  reports  were  received 547 

Official  returns  of  deaths  in  cities  and  large  towns 548 

Causes  of  death 661 

Mustard,  examination  of 482 

Nagog  Pond,  examination  of  water  of 99 

Nahant,  examination  of  sewer  outlets  in .        .  301,311 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Metropolitan  Water  District)      ...  136 

Nantucket,  health  of 577 

Typhoid  fever  in 577 

Water  supply  of,  Siasoonset,  advice  of  Board 33 

Examination  of 136 

Nashua  River,  examination  of  sewer  outlets  into 413,  446 

Cities  and  towns,  considerable  portions  of  which  are  within  the  water-shed  of  the  414 

Special  examination  of,  and  tributaries 417 

Chemical  examination  of  water  from  the,  and  its  tributaries 418 

Above  Fitchbnrg ;  below  Fitchburg 418 

Below  Leominster ;  at  Lancaster 418,  419 

AtPepperell 419 

South  Branch,  examination  of  water  of,  above  Clinton  (Metropolitan  Water  Dis- 
trict)    96 

Natick,  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 33 

Examination  of 137 

Needham,  examination  of  Charles  River  at 350 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 137 

Nemasket  River,  examination  of,  at  Middleborough  (see  Taanton  River)    ...  431 

Neponset  River,  examination  of  sewer  outlets  into 419,  446 

Cities  and  towns,  considerable  portions  of  which  are  within  the  water-shed  of  the  '    42D 

Chemical  examination  of  water  from  the 423 

At  Walpole ;  at  Norwood ;  at  Hyde  Park 4SZ 

At  Milton  Lower  Mills 423 

(Mattapan  Improvement  Association),  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  pollu- 
tion of 83 

New  Bedford,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  an  ice  supply 76 

Examination  of  sewer  outlets  in 302, 309 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 137 

Newbnryport,  examination  of  sewer  outlets  in 303, 311 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 138 

Newton,  examination  of  Charles  River  at 350 

Health  of 079 

Small-pox  in 579 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of •        .  U8 
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North  Adams,  water  supply  of,  examinatioD  of 139 

Biain  sewer  outlet,  examination  of  Hoosicic  River  at 390 

Northampton,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 139 

North  Andover,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 139 

North  Attleborough,  health  of 580  . 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 140 

Northborough,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  the  pollution  of  the  Assabet  River  84 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 140 

Northbridge  (Whitin  Machine  Works),  water  supply  of,  examination  of     .       .        .  140 

(Whitinsville),  advice  of  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal 57 

North  Brookfleld,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 140 

Northfield,  examination  of  Connecticut  River  at 378 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 141 

Norton,  water  supply  of  a  school  building  at,  advice  of  Board 34 

Examination  of  water  of  a  certain  well 141 

Norwood,  examination  of  Neponset  River  at 423 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 141 

Nutmeg,  examination  of 482 

Oils,  edible  fats  and 487 

Oleomargarine,  uncolored 47& 

Onset  Bay  Fire  District  (Wareham),  water  supply  of,  examination  of  .        .       .       .  106 

On  the  valtie  of  tests  for  bacteria  of  speci^c  types  as  an  index  of  pollution,  etc.  .  245 

Orange,  examination  of  Miller's  River  at 413 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of       .       .        . 142 

Organic,  and  mineral,  matter,  comparative  removal  of,  from  sewage   ....  185 

Outlets,  sewer,  into  the  sea  or  into  harbors  or  bays  along  the  sea  coast  287 

Palmer,  examination  of  Quaboag  River,  below 357 

Health  of 581 

•  Water  supply  of,  examination  of 142 

Advice  of  Board  relative  to  a  certain  spring 34 

Examination  of  water  of  a  certain  spring 142 

Peabody,  water  supply  of,  examination  of *        .  142 

Pembroke,  examination  of  water  of  Oldham  Pond 143 

Pepper,  examination  of 482 

Pepperell,  examination  of  Nashua  River  at 419 

Pittsfield,  examination  of  Honsatonic  River  at       .               396 

Water  snpply  of,  examination  of 143 

Plymouth,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal 58 

Examination  of  sewer  outlets  in 304,311 

Health  of 581 

Typhoid  fever  In 581 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 144 

Advice  of  Board  relative  to  a  certain  spring     .       , 35 

Examination  of  water  of  a  certain  spring 144 

Pneumonia,  mortality  from  (tables) 558,  562 

Poisons  found  in  cosmetics 494 

Pollution  of  ponds,  streams  and  other  bodies  of  water,  action  of  Board  in  regard  to 

applications 76 

Pond  waters,  quantity  of  albuminoid  ammonia  in,  in  different  months  of  the  year      .  321 

Ponds  and  lakes,  examinations  of  waters  from 253 

Ponds,  streams  and,  in  Massachusetts,  the  natural  character  of  unpolluted  waters  of  315 

Population,  estimated,  of  cities  and  large  towns,  1902 553 

Preservatives  in  milk 474 

Presumptive  test,  the  so-called,  and  its  significance 262 

Preventable  diseases,  other xxvii 
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Proprietary  medicines 494 

Frosecntions 460 

FroYincetown,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 144 

Fublic  institutions  (Worcester  Insane  Asylum),  application  from,  for  the  approval  of 

a  certain  tract  of  land  as  a  location 89 

Puerperal  fever,  mortality  from  (tables) 558,  562 

Purification  of  sewage  and  water  (see  Experiments  upon  the  Purification  of  Sewage 

and  Water) xxxiv,  179 

Qnaboag  River,  examination  of,  at  Palmer  (see  Cbioopee  River) 357,  358 

Quincy,  examination  of  water  of  Metropolitan  District  at 99 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Metropolitan  Water  District)       ...  145 

Qttinebang  River,  examination  of  sewer  outlets  into 424,  447 

Towns,  considerable  portions  of  which  are  within  the  water-shed  of  the                .  424 

Chemical  examination  of  water  from  the 426 

Above  Sonthbridge ;  below  Sonthbridge, 426 

Quinepoxet  River,  examination  of  water  of,  at  Holden  (Metropolitan  Water  District)  96 

Rainfall,  normal,  in  Massachusetts 170 

Randolph  and  Hoi  brook,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 145 

Raspberry  shrub,  examination  of 487 

Reading,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 145 

Report  to  Legislature 460 

Revere,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal 61 

Examination  of  sewer  outlets  in .  305,  310 

Examination  of  water  of  Metropolitan  District  at 99 

Health  of 582 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Metropolitan  Water  District)       ...  146 
River  water,  effect  of  the  varying  turbidity  of,  upon  the  period  of  operation  of  filters 

between  scrapings 234 

River  waters,  quantity  of  albuminoid  ammonia  In,  in  different  months  of  the  year     .  320 

Rivers  and  other  inland  waters,  sewer  outlets  into 312 

Rivers  and  sewer  outlets,  method  of  making  examinations  and  presenting  results      .  334 

Rockland,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Abington) 146 

Rockport,  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 35 

Rules  and  regulations 88 

Examination  of 146 

Routine  work  of  the  Board, xlvi 

Rules  and  regulations  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  the  sanitary  protection  of 

sources  of  water  supply 88 

Rutland,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 147 

Salem,  examination  of  sewer  outlets  in 305,  308 

Health  of 582 

Salem  and  Beverly,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 147 

Salisbury  (\Vm.  Behan),  advice  of  Board  relative  to  the  water  of  a  certain  well  .        .  36 

Examination  of  the  water  of  a  driven  well  at  Gushing  Beach 147 

Salisbury  Plain  River,  examination  of,  below  Brockton  (see  Taunton  River)      •        .  431 

Salts  of  copper,  aluminum,  and  zinc  in  foods,  order  of  the  Legislature  relating  to       .  xlii 

Sanitary  legislation  enacted  in  1903 xxvii 

An  act  relative  to  returns  of  records  of  deaths  by  clerks  of  cities  and  towns  .        .  xxvii 

Relative  to  infected  articles xxviii 

Relative  to  the  dumping  of  garbage  and  rubbish  in  the  harbors  and  along  the 

seacoast  of  Massachusetts  Bay xxviii 

Relative  to  the  sale  of  renovated  butter zxiz 

Relative  to  separate  systems  of  drainage •  zxix 
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Sanitary  legislation  enacted  in  1903  —  Concluded. 

An  act  relative  to  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  inspection  of  food 

and  drngs xxx 

RelatiYe  to  the  production  and  distribution  of  antitoxin  and  vaccine  lymph       .  xxx 

Sanitary  protection  of  water  supplies xxxiii 

Sarsaparilla  remedies,  examination  of 497 

Sangus,  water  snpply  of,  examination  of  (see  Lynn) 147 

Saxonville,  examination  of  Sudbury  River  below 365 

Scarlet-fever,  mortality  from  (tables) 068,  562 

Reported  cases  of 537,  540 

Sdtuate,  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 37 

Examination  of 148 

Septic  sewage 180 

Seven  Mile  River,  examination  of,  at  Spencer  (see  Chicopee  River)      ....  358 
Sewage : 

Experiments  upon  the  purification  of,  at  Lawrence  Experiment  Station        .       xxxiv,  179 

Analyses  of  sewage 179 

Solids  in  sewage 179 

Treatment  of  sewage  to  remove  matters  in  suspension 180 

Septic  sewage 180 

Andover  septic  tank 182 

Straining  sewage  through  coal 183 

Comparative  removal  of   mineral  and  organic,  by  a  septic  tank  and  coal 

strainers 185 

Purification  of  septic  sewage 186 

Filtration  of  septic  sewage  A 185 

Mineral  and  organic  matter  in  effluent  of  contact  filter  No.  103   ....  186 

Filtration  of  Andover  septic  sewage 187 

Contact  filtration 189 

Treatment  of  sewage  in  a  contact  filter  of  broken  stone 189 

Filter  No.  137  .        .        .        .      ' 189 

Double  contact  filtration 190 

Filter  No.  163* 190 

Treatment  of  sewage  in  a  contact  filter  constructed  of  limonite    ....  190 

Filter  No.  165 190 

Comparison  of  the  purification  of  untreated  sewage  and  of  strained  sewage  in 

contact  filters  of  coke 191 

Filters  Nos.  176  and  176 192 

Efficiency  of  different  materials  in 193 

Permanency  of  contact  filters 194 

Decrease  of  open  space   .        .        . 195 

Filter  No.  82,  constructed  of  cinders 195 

Filter  No.  137,  constructed  of  broken  stone 195 

Filter  No.  165,  constructed  of  limonite 195 

Filter  No.  176,  constructed  of  medium  coarse  coke 196 

Filter  No.  103,  constructed  of  fine  coke 197 

Filter  No,  17"),  constructed  of  medium  coarse  coke 197 

Purification  without  nitrification 198 

Intermittent  continuous  filtration 198 

Filters  Nos.  135  and  136 198 

Refiltration  of  effluents  of  filters  Nos.  135  and  136 203 

Filter  No.  185 203 

Treatment  of  crude  sewage  in  an  intermittent  continuous  filter,          .       .       .  204 

Filter  No.  189 204 

Discussion  of  intermittent  continuous  filtration  through  coarse  materials      .        .  204 

Comparison  of  the  effluents  of  contact  and  intermittent  continuous  filters     .       .  205 


618  INDEX. 

PAOK 

Sewage  —  Concluded. 

The  stability  of  efflaents  of  contact  and  intermittent  continuous  filters  ...  207 

Nitrogen  in  applied  sewage  and  in  effluents 208 

Loss  of  nitrogen  in  contact  filtration,  compared  with  the  loss  in  intermittent  con- 
tinuous filtration 213 

Operation  of  the  large  intermittent  filters 214 

Filters  Nos.  1,2  and  4 215 

Filters  Nos.  5  B  and  6 216 

Filters  Nos.  9  A  and  10 217 

Storage  of  nitrogen  in  sand  filters 218 

Filters  No.  land  9  A 220 

Filter  No.  100 220 

Effect  of  germicides  in  sand  filtration 221 

Filters  Nos.  182  and  183 222 

Filter  No.  184 223 

Sewage  disposal,  work  of  Board  relating  to xxxiv 

Sewer  outlets,  examination  of,  work  of  Board  relating  to xxxiv 

Sewerage,  water  supply  and,  woric  of  Board  relating  to xxxii 

Sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  action  of  the  Board  in  regard  to  applications  for  advice 

concerning 52 

Sewers,  report  upon  the  examinations  of  the  outlets  of,  and  the  effect  of  sewage  dis- 
posal in  Massachusetts 285 

Sewer  outlets  into  the  sea  or  into  harbors  or  bays  along  the  seacoast     ...  287 

Boston  main  drainage  and  south  metropolitan  sewerage  districts   ....  288 

Description  of  systems 288 

Description  of  sewer  outlets 290 

Other  outlets  for  sewage  in  the  Boston  main  drainage  and  south  metropolitan 

sewerage  districts 29(» 

The  north  metropolitan  sewerage  district, 291 

Description  of  main  outlet  of  the    .        .        .      ^ 292 

Other  outlets  in  the ' 293 

Beverly 293 

Fairhaven *.        .        .  296 

Fall  River 296 

Description  of  sewer  outlets 297 

Gloucester 299 

Hingham 299 

Hull 299 

Lynn 300 

Nahant 301 

New  Bedford 302 

Newburyport 303 

Plymouth 304 

Revere •  305 

Salem 305 

Summary 307 

Sewer  outlets  into  rivers  and  other  inland  waters 312 

Table  showing  the  inland  cities  and  towns  in  Massachusetts  having  systems  of 

sewerage,  etc 313 

Natural  character  of  unpolluted  waters  of  streams  and  ponds  in  Massachusetts  315 

Chemical  analyses  of  the  water  of  rivers 316 

Of  the  water  of  ponds 316 

Quantity  of  albuminoid  ammonia  in  river  waters  in  dififerent  months  of  the  yeftr .  320 

In  pond  water •       .        •  321 

Flow  of  streams 822 

Calculated  yield  of  one  square  mile  of  land  surface  in  million  gallons  (tftble)       •  323 
Qaan titj  of  sewage  dischaxgedlTom  c\X\e%«iiTid  towns      ...••• 
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Sewers,  report  apon  the  examinations  of  the  outlets  of,  etc.  —  Concluded, 

Average  flow  of  sewage  and  average  consumption  of  water,  by  months,  1902       .  326 

Character  of  sewage  of  cities  and  towns 327 

Table  showing  results  of  monthly  analyses  of  sewage  from  a  separate  system  of 

sewers 329 

Table  showing  variations  in  the  flow  and  in  the  character  of  sewage,  etc.,  for  a 

period  of  twenty-four  hours 330 

Manufacturing  wastes 330 

Chemical  analyses  from  various  manufacturing  processes 332 

Objectionable  conditions  resulting  from  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  streams       .  333 

Method  of  making  examinations  and  presenting  results 334 

Blackstone  River 335,439 

Charles  River 344,440 

Chicopee  River 361,441 

Concord  River 369,441 

Connecticut  River 366,442 

Deerfield  River 379,443 

French  River 382,443 

Hoosick  River 386,444 

Housatonic  River 391,444 

Merrimack  River 397, 445 

Miller's  River 409,  446 

Nashua  River 413,446 

Neponset  River 419,446 

Quinebaug  River 424,  447 

Taunton  River 426,447 

Ten  Mile  River 432.448 

Westflfeld  River 435,  448 

Summary 439 

A  comparison  of  the  condition  of  the  different  rivers  at  the  points  at  which  they 

are  polluted  by  the  sewage  of  cities  and  towns 449 

Sharon,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 148 

Sheflield,  examination  of  Housatonic  River  at 397 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 149 

Sheibume  Falls,  examination  of  Deerfield  River  at 381 

ShoU-fish,  examinations  of 260 

Shirley,  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board      - 38 

Examination  of 149 

Skinner  Manufacturing  Company  (Holyoke),  advice  of  Board  relative  to  the  water 

of  a  certain  well 20 

Examination  of  water  of  a  certain  well 121 

Small-pox,  in  Boston 668 

In  Cambridge 573 

In  Newton 579 

In  Southbridge 683 

List  of  cities  and  towns  visited  by  Medical  Inspector  Morse  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
vestigating cases  suspected  of  being  small-pox 587 

Prevalence  of,  in  Massachusetts, xv 

By  ages,  and  with  reference  to  vaccination xviii 

In  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries  (diagram) xx 

Mortality  from  (tables) 558,  562 

Reported  cases  of ^ 537, 54(V 

Smith,  J.  F.  (Lynnfield),  advice  of  Board  relative  to  the  water  of  a  certain  spring      .  27 

Examination  of  water  of  a  certain  spring 129 

Somerville,  health  of 682 

Glanders  in 682 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Metropolitan  Water  District)      .       .       .  \AA 
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Southborough,  water  supply  of  pablic  schools,  advice  of  Board 38 

Examination  of 149 

Soathbridge,  examination  of  Qninebang  River  at 426 

Health  of 583 

Small-pox  in 583 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 150 

South  Deerfield  Water  Supply  District  (DeerHeld),  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board  .  10 

South  Hadley  Falls  Fire  District,  water  supply  of,  examination  of      .        .        .        .  150 

Spencer,  examination  of  Seven  Mile  River  at -i^^ 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 150 

Spices,  examination  of 482 

Spinal  cord,  brain  and,  diseases  of,  mortality  from  (tables) 558,  562 

Spot  Pond,  examination  of  water  of,  at  Stoneham  (Metropolitan  Water  District)        .  98 

Springfield,  examination  of  Connecticut  River,  below 378 

Health  of 583 

Barber  shops,  regulations  adopted  by  local  board  of  health 583 

Water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 39 

Springfield  and  Ludlow,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 150 

State  House,  examination  of  water  of  Metroi)oli tan  District  at 99 

Statistical  summaries  of  disease  and  mortality 531 

The  weekly  mortality  returns 533 

Meteorology 536 

Fatality  of  certain  diseases, 537 

Reported  cases  of  infectious  diseases  in  Massachusetts :  diphtheria  and  croup, 

scarlet-fever,  typhoid  fever,  measles  and  small-pox 537 

Reported  cases  of  infectious  diseases  in  Massachusetts,  1891-1902 :  diphtheria 

and  croup,  scarlet-fever,  typhoid  fever  and  measles 538 

Reports  of  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  from  cities  and  towns,  under 

>  the  provisions  of  chapter  75  of  the  Revised  Laws 540 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  to  the  Board  in  1902,  by  months    ...  541 

From  261  cities  and  towns '      .        .  543 

List  of  cities  and  towns  from  which  no  reports  were  received 547 

Returns  pf  deaths  from  cities,  and  towns  having  a  population  of  more  than  5,000  548 

Causes  of  death 551 

List  of  reporting  cities  and  towns,  with  estimated  population  for  1902        •        .  553 

Total  deaths,  deaths  by  sexes  and  age  periods,  and  still-births  (table)        .        .  554 

Deaths  from  specified  causes  (table) 558 

Causes  of  death,  death-rates  and  percentages  of  total  mortality  (table)       .        .  562 

Statistical  table  for  the  year  ended  Sept.  30,  1902 xlvii 

Statistics  relating  to  the  consumption  of  water  in  various  cities  and  towns   ...  169 

Stillwater  River,  examination  of  water  of,  at  Sterling  (Metropolitan  Water  District)  .  96 

Stockbridge,  examination  of  Housatonic  River  below 397 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 151 

Stone,  broken,  decrease  of  open  space  in  filter  constructed  of 195 

Stoneham,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Metropolitan  Water  District)    .        .  151 

Stonghton,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  certain  wells 44 

Examination  of  certain  wells 152 

Streams,  flow  of         .     * 171, 322 

Streams,  objectionable  conditions  resulting  from  the  discharge  of  sewage  into     .        .  333 

Streams  and  ponds  in  Massachusetts,  the  natural  character  of  unpolluted  waters  of    .  315 

Sturbridge  (Fiskdale  Mills),  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 44 

Examination  of       .        .     , IfiS 

Sudbury  Reservoir,  examination  of  water  of  (Metropolitan  Water  District)         .        .  96 

Sudbury  River,  examination  of  (see  Concord  River) 364 

Below  Saxonville ;  at  mouth 

Examination  of  water  of  (Metropolitan  Water  District) 

YJeid  o(y  in  gallons  i)or  day 174 
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Suicide,  mortality  from  (tables) 568,  562 

Snnderland,  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 45 

Examination  of       . 153 

Summary  of  report  upon  the  examination  of  sewer  outlets 307 

Summary  of  water  supply  statistics 167 

Swampscott,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal 62 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Metropolitan  Water  District)      .       .        .  153 

Taunton,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal 63 

l<Ai\e8  and  rcgnlations 88 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 153 

Taunton  River,  examination  of,  at  State  Farm,  Bridgewater 105 

Cities  and  towns,  considerable  portions  of  which  are  within  the  water-shed  of  the  427 

Chemical  examination  of  water  from  the,  and  its  tributaries 431 

Salisbury  Plain  River,  below  Brockton 431 

At  Bridgewater 431 

Nemasket  River,  at  Middleborough ^1 

At  Taunton 432 

Examination  of  sewer  outlets  into 426,  447 

Tea,  examination  of 482 

Ten  Mile  River,  examination  of  sewer  outlets  into 432,  448 

Towns,  considerable  portions  of  which  are  within  the  water-shed  of      .        .       .  433 

Special  examination  of 434 

Chemical  examination  of  water  from  the 435 

Below  Attleborough         .        .        .        .        .        .        .     * 435 

Test,  presumptive,  so  called,  and  its  significance 262 

Test  types,  significance  of  the  various 264 

Tewksbury,  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 46 

Examination  of 154 

Tewksbury  State  Hospital,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 155 

Tisbury,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 155 

Iconics  and  bitters,  examination  of 495,  497 

Towns.    (See  Cities  and  Towns.) 

Towns,  health  of.    (See  Health  of  Towns.) 

Tuberculosis,  examination  of  sputum  and  other  material  suspected  of  containing  the 

bacilli  of 521 

Summary  of  the  seven  years  ended  March  31,  1903 525 

Turner's  Falls  Fire  District  (Montague),  water  supply  of,  examination  of  .        .        .  136 

Typhoid  fever,  in  Belmont 567 

In  Nantucket , 577 

In  Plymouth 581 

In  Wakefield 583 

In  Westport 585 

Mortality  from  (tables) 558,  562 

Reported  cases  of 537, 540 

Prevalence  of,  in  Massachusetts xxiii 

Widal,  agglutinative  or  serum  test 526 

Uxbridge,  examination  of  Black  stone  River  at .        .        .  343 

Vaccination,  facts  relating  to xviii 

Vaccine  lymph  and  antitoxin,  an  act  relative  to  the  production  and  distribution  of     .  xxx 

Vaccine  lymph  and  diphtheria  antitoxin,  production  of xxxviii 

Resolve  to  provide  that  the  State  Board  of  Health  shall  investigate  the  production 

of  vaccine  lymph,  and  report  to  the  General  Court xxxviii 

Report  of  the  Board xxxviii 

Vanilla  extract,  examination  of ASf\ 
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Vinegar,  examination  of 483 

Test  for  malic  acid  in -       .  485 

Wakefield,  health  of 583 

Typhoid  fever  in 68S 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 1&5 

Walpole,  examination  of  Neponset  River  at 428 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 155 

Waltham,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  pollution  of  the  water  supply        ...  85 

Advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal 64 

Examination  of  Charles  River  at 350 

Health  of 584 

Water  supply  of,  examina.ion  of 155 

Ware,  examination  of  Ware  River  at .  357,  358 

Health  of 584 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 156 

Ware  River,  examination  of,  in  the  vicinity  of  Ware  (see  Chicopee  River)  .        .        .  357,  358 

AtBarre;  atOilbertville 358 

Wareham  (Onset  Bay  Fire  District),  water  supply  of,  examination  of .        ...  156 

Wastes,  manufacturing,  pollution  of  streams  by 330 

Water,  filtration  of 224 

Average  analyses  of  river  water  and  effluents  of  filters  Nos.  8  A,  142, 143  and  172, 

1901-1902 226 

Comparative  bacterial  and  B.  Coli  efficiency  of  filters  Nos.  142,  143  and  172  .        .  236 

Bacteria  and  B.  Coli  in  samples  from  different  depths  of  filter  No.  172  ..        .  227 

Effect  of  scraping  filters  of  different  depths  upon  bacterial  and  B.  Coli  efficiency  .  228 

Turbidity  of  Merrimack  River  water 231 

Monthly  averages 231 

Daily  turbidity 232 

Effect  of  the  varying  turbidity  of  river  water  upon  the  period  of  operation  of  fil- 
ters between  scrapings 234 

Lawrence  city  filter 235 

Bacterial  examinations  and  results 237 

Water  supplies,  examination  of       . xxxii,  93, 95 

Sanitary  protection  of xxxiii 

Water  supply,  action  of  the  Board  in  regard  to  applications  concerning       ...  3-5 

Water  supply  and  sewerage,  work  of  the  Board  relating  to xxxii 

Advice  to  cities  and  towns xxxii 

Examinations  of  water  supply xxxii 

Sanitary  protection  of  water  supplies    ^ xxxiii 

Experiments  upon  the  purification  of  sewage  and  water  at  the  Lawrence  Experi- 
ment Station      . xxxiii 

Examination  of  sewer  outlets  and  of  the  condition  of  rivers  and  other  waters 

affected  by  sewage  disposal sxxiv 

Water  supply  statistics,  summary  of 167 

Records  of  rainfall 170 

Flow  of  streams 171 

Watertown,  examination  of  Charles  River  at 350 

Health  of 685 

Water  snpply  of,  examination  of  (sec  Metropolitan  Water  District)       ...  156 

(Hale  House  Farm),  advice  of  Board  relative  to  the  water  of  certain  wells    .        .  48 

Examination  of  water  of  certain  wells 196 

Wayland,  water  snpply  of,  examination  of 157 

Webster,  examination  of  French  River  at 385 

Water  snpply  of,  examination  of 157 

Wellesley,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal 66 

Water  supply  of,  exammaUon  ot UH 
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Wellesley,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal  —  Concluded. 

(Wellesley  College),  water  snpplv  of,  advice  of  Board 48 

Examination  of 158 

Wells,  domestic  or  private,  samples  from 252 

Public  tnbular  and  curb,  samples  from 252 

WestboroQgh,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  poUntion  of  the  water  supply  .        .  86 

Examination  of  Assabet  River  at 365 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 158 

Westfield,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal 69 

Examination  of  Westfleld  River  at 439 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 158 

Westfleld  River,  examination  of  sewer  outlets  into 435,  448 

Towns  in  the  water-shed  of  the 435 

Special  examination  of 438 

Chemical  examination  of  water  from  the,  and  its  branches 438 

East  branch ;  middle  branch,  at  Huntington 438 

At  Westfleld ;  above  Mittineague 439 

Weston,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 159 

Westport,  health  of 585 

Typhoid  fever  in 585 

West  Springfield,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  the  pollution  of  Bagg  Brook   ...  87 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 159 

Weymouth,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  pollntion  of  Whitman*8  Pond      .       .  88 

Water  supply  of.  examination  of 159 

Whately,  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 49 

Examination  of 159 

Whitin  Machine  Works  (Northbridge),  water  supply  of,  examination  of     .        .        .  140 
Whiting,  William  J.,  Esq.  (Franklin),  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  water  of  a 

certain  well 13,  116 

Whitinsville  (Northbridge),  advice  of  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal      ...  57 

Whitman,  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 49 

Examination  of 160 

Water  supply  of  Gumey  school,  advice  of  Board 51 

Examination  of 160 

Whitman's  Pond,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  pollution  of         ...        .  88 

Whooping-cough,  mortality  from  (tables) 558,  562 

Wiley  &  Russell  Manufacturing  Company  (Greenfield),  water  supply  of,  examina- 
tion of       117 

Advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  water  of  a  certain  spring U 

Williarastown,  water  supply  of,  examination  of     .        . 160 

Winchendon,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 161 

Winchester,  health  of 585 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 161 

Winthrop,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  Metropolitan  Water  District)     .        .  162 

Wobum,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 162 

Worcester,  health  of 586 

Regulations  of  local  board  of  health  relative  to  tuberculosis 586 

Water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 51 

Examination  of 162 

Worcester  Insane  Asylum  (public  institutions),  application  from,  for  the  approval  of 

a  certain  tract  of  land  as  a  location, 89 

Worcester  Sewage  Precipitation  Works,  examination  of  Blackstone  River  at      .        .  342 

Wrentham,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal 70 

Wychmere  Harbor  (Harwich),  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  pollution  of   .        .  81 

Zinc,  salts  of,  in  food xlii 
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